
Morning India
Drugs worth Rs 400 cr  

destroyed in Assam in 100 days
Suvendu Bats for Mandatory NCC in All 

Schools and Colleges Across Bengal

Rs. 3
KOLKATA

SATURDAY, 29 August, 2026

PG-8, YEAR-13, I SSUE-88
(RNI NO.-WBENG/2014/56803)

WEBSITE:WWW/LIVE7TV.COM

CMYK

CMYK

Suvendu Adhikari participates in ‘Rakhi Utsav’ 
to foster social harmony, unity and brotherhood

MI News Service,  New Delhi  / 
Kathmandu:  As rescue and relief 
operations continued in flood-rav-
aged Nepal, climate experts and 
activists  has stated that the scale 
of  disaster has overwhelmed exist-
ing response capacity, with affected 
families in the worst-hit districts 
struggling for food, shelter and ac-
cess to relief.

Binod Prasad Parajuli, Executive 
Director of the Climate Risk and 
Resilience Lab in Nepal said on Fri-
day  that the government has been 
responding, but the scale of devas-
tation exceeds the existing response 
mechanisms and capacities, which 
aren't able to meet the extent of the 
damage and loss.

"The government of Nepal and 
related stakeholders' first priority 
is saving lives. Within that response 
window, the government, security 
forces, local authorities, and oth-
er stakeholders are working to lo-
cate any citizens who might still be 
trapped and alive. To do this, drone 

teams have been deployed from 
Kathmandu and are in the field 
trying to locate trapped individuals 
using thermal and optical cameras," 
Parajuli, who is currently leading 
efforts with the Nepal PMO and the 
National Disaster Risk Reduction 

and Management Authority (NDRR-
MA), said .

Incidentally, when a sudden surge 
of floodwaters roared from China’s 
Tibetan region into Nepal through 
Rasuwagadhi on Wednesday morn-
ing, Nepali authorities were com-

pletely unaware. The high-speed 
torrent reached Syabrubesi within 
minutes and spread through the Tr-
ishuli River to downstream regions, 
inflicting catastrophic loss of life and 
property. 

It was only about 16 minutes after 
the flood crossed the border that the 
Department of Hydrology and Mete-
orology received information from 
the Rasuwa District Administration 
Office, routed through the National 
Disaster Risk Reduction and Man-
agement Authority (NDRRMA). SMS 
early warnings were dispatched to 
riverbank communities shortly after, 
but by then, the flood had already 
begun its destructive path across up-
per Rasuwa

A similar transboundary gla-
cial outburst flood caused massive 
devastation in the Rasuwagadhi 
area last year. Following that inci-
dent, Nepal and China reached an 
understanding to establish a bilat-
eral mechanism for sharing water- 

MI News Service,  Kolkata:  
Three FIRs were filed against 
TMC National General Secretary 
Abhishek Banerjee, Rajya Sabha 
MP Derek O'Brien and two other 
party leaders, and 13 people were 
arrested over a scuffle at its Camac 
Street office here  on Thursday, po-
lice said on Friday.

Private guards at Abhishek 
Banerjee's office, his supporters 
and some party leaders scuffled 
with police personnel and Kolk-
ata Municipal Corporation offi-
cials yesterday , trying to prevent 
them from entering the TMC office 
building on Camac Street and dis-
mantling an "unauthorised" bill-
board.

The cases were registered at 
the Shakespeare Sarani Police Sta-
tion on complaints over allegations 
of obstructing police personnel 
and KMC officials from discharg-
ing their duties and assaulting 
them, and unlawful assembly, a 
senior officer said.

"TMC MP Abhishek Baner-
jee, Derek O'Brien and Humayun 
Kabir have been booked. One FIR 
was lodged based on a complaint 
by a KMC advertisement depart-
ment official, while another was 
filed on the basis of a civic body 
requisition," the Kolkata Police 
Officer said.

The third FIR was registered on 
a complaint by a police sergeant, 
who alleged that unidentified per-
sons obstructed him  and snatched 
his walkie-talkie issued by the gov-
ernment violating the norm and 
his safety, he said.

"The police have so far arrested 
13 people in connection with the 
incident," he said.

However, the identities of those 
arrested have not been disclosed.

Incidentally on Thursday the 
Kolkata Municipal Corporation 
(KMC) and Kolkata Police disman-
tled a huge, allegedly unauthorised 
billboard of the All India Trina-
mool Congress (AITC) installed on 

the rooftop of party MP Abhishek 
Banerjee’s office building at 9 Ca-
mac Street under the Shakespeare 
Sarani police station (PS) area.

The action came after Abhishek  
Banerjee, along with his private 
security personnel, office staff and 
the party’s Rajya Sabha MP Derek 
O’Brien, prevented KMC officials 
and police personnel from enter-
ing the multi-storeyed building.

KMC workers armed with ham-
mers and gas cutters began dis-
mantling the billboard, which was 
made of tin sheets mounted on an 
iron rod structure.

KMC officials said the billboard, 
bearing the TMC signage and in-
stalled atop Abhishek’s office in 
the Camac Street area of central 
Kolkata, was allegedly illegal and 
had to be removed.

High drama erupted outside 
the multi-storeyed building, which 
houses the office of former West 
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee’s nephew as well as offices 

of several private organisations on 
different floors, when KMC offi-
cials, police personnel and labour-
ers arrived around 4 pm to remove 
the glowshine board.

There was a scuffle between 
policemen and Abhishek’s pri-
vate security guards, office staff 
and Trinamool Congress workers, 
including women, when they pre-
vented civic body officials, police 
personnel and labourers from go-
ing upstairs to reach the rooftop.

Abhishek, Derek and others 
were seen stopping the police and 
KMC personnel at the entrance 
of the building, preventing them 
from reaching the rooftop. An al-
tercation also broke out between 
the Trinamool Congress MP, police 
officers and KMC personnel.

Abhishek alleged that the ac-
tion was arbitrary and targeted 
the opposition TMC. He questioned 
why no action had been initiated 
against similar private hoardings 
on nearby buildings.

MI News Service, Kathmandu:   
The death toll from flash floods in 
central Nepal rose to 492 on Friday, 
with more bodies being recovered as 
search and rescue operations con-
tinued for the third day following the 
disaster on Wednesday.

In a statement, Nepal Police said 
the bodies were recovered from 
eight affected districts of the Hima-
layan nation.

According to the police, the max-
imum 188 bodies have been recov-
ered from Chitwan,  followed by  115 
from Nawalparasi East, 44 from 
Gorkha, 37 from Nuwakot and 33 
from Dhading districts.

Similarly, 28 bodies have also 
been recovered from Tanahu, 27 
from Nawalparasi West and 12 from 
Rasuwa.

So far, 1,545 injured and strand-
ed people have been rescued from 
various affected regions. Among 
them, 84 are currently undergoing 
treatment in various hospitals in 
Kathmandu.

Search and rescue operations 
continued for the third day of the 
tragic incident with the mobilisation 
of 7,451 security personnel, includ-
ing 2,391 Nepal Army personnel, the 
statement said.

An ice-rock avalanche triggered 
by a glacial collapse near the Ne-
pal-Tibet border sent a torrent of 
water, mud and debris downstream 
through central Nepal on Wednes-
day, devastating towns and villag-
es, washing away homes, vehicles, 
roads and bridges, and damaging 
several hydropower projects.

Meanwhile, China has warned 
there is a "high risk" that a lake 
which formed after the recent land-
slide may breach its banks, causing 
a second flood downstream anytime.

As of Friday, an estimated 2.5 
million cubic metres of water had 
accumulated at the barrier lake near 
the Nepal-Tibet border, according to 
state broadcaster CCTV.

A barrier lake is a body of water 
formed when debris dams up a river. 
This barrier lake, which formed at 
the confluence of the Chhochen Kho-

la and Purepu Tsangpo rivers, had 
started overflowing on Thursday, ac-
cording to China's Ministry of Water 
Resources.

Officials say that three million 
cubic metres of water is expected to 
flow into the lake between Thursday 
and the weekend, posing a "high risk 
of breach".

The Nepalese Army said 14 heli-
copters and disaster response teams 
have been deployed for rescue and 
relief.

The flood surged through the 
Bhote Koshi River, reportedly com-
ing from the direction of Tibet. 
Videos of the disaster showed peo-
ple running before the floodwaters 
swallowed them up and washed out 
buildings and bridges.

The sudden rise in water caused 
widespread destruction in Timure in 
the Rasuwa district and the nearby 
Syafrubesi area, the Nepal Army 
said in a statement. The Prime 
Minister's Office has said that large 
number of  Nepal Army personnel, 
Armed Police Force, and Nepal Po-
lice personnel have been deployed 
in Rasuwa and surrounding areas to 
intensify efforts for rescue and relief 
activities in view of the devastating 
flood.

Nepali soldiers battled on Friday 

to reach 100 people trapped in a 
tunnel two days after deadly floods, 
as the risk of new torrents forced 
China to halt rescue efforts at its 
hardest-hit zone in Tibet.

Emergency teams have recovered 
472 bodies after a tsunami-like wall 
of freezing water and mud crashed 
down on Wednesday, burying homes, 
smashing bridges and sweeping 
away vehicles in both Nepal and 
Tibet.

More than 1,400 people are miss-
ing, including trekkers in the Hima-
layas and scores of Hindu pilgrims to 
Tibet's sacred snow-capped Mount 
Kailash.

The US Geological Survey said 
the disaster -- the deadliest for Ne-
pal since a 2015 earthquake -- was 
caused by a glacial collapse that trig-
gered a vast flow of icy debris.

Climate change is causing gla-
ciers to melt worldwide, increasing 
the risks of glacial lake floods and 
glacial collapses.

Emergency teams were racing 
to retrieve survivors from affected 
zones, as the threat of new flooding 
grew.Nepal does not need foreign 
assistance for search-and-rescue 
operations following the devastating 
flash flood that swept through sev-
eral towns, its foreign ministry said 

on Friday, despite offers of help from 
several countries with nationals 
missing in the disaster.

The flood tore through areas in-
cluding Rasuwa district near the 
Chinese border, levelling entire 
towns, damaging hydropower proj-
ects and killing close to 500 people. 
Hundreds of foreign nationals are 
still missing, including from South 
Korea, which said it has already sent 
a response team to Nepal and will 
also dispatch a disaster relief team. 

But Nepal's foreign ministry said 
on Friday that it was managing the 
rescue efforts. 

"The offer for help is natural. 
Our security agencies are doing the 
search and rescue operation. For 
now we don’t require such help," 
Lok Bahadur Chhetri, spokesperson 
for the foreign ministry, said without 
providing further details.

South Korea's foreign ministry 
said Nepal had indicated it was not 
yet planning to accept foreign rescue 
teams.

"South Korea will keep negotiat-
ing with Nepal over the matter," the 
ministry added.

Seoul has pledged $1 million in 
humanitarian assistance through in-
ternational organisations, its foreign 
minister said on X.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  
West Bengal Chief minister Su-
vendu Adhikari while attending 
a ‘ Rakhi  Bandhan Utsab’ (tying 
of Rakhi ) here on Friday , took 
a dig at Jadavpur University and  
questioned the rationale behind 
raising slogans like "Red Salute 
to Kishenji" and ‘Kashmir Mange 
Azadi ‘ (Kashmir demands free-
dom) and writing them on the 
university walls.

“it pains me to see such slo-
gans on the streets of Kolkata 
too”,  the Chief minister said .

Participating in a number of 
programmes since this morning 
on the occasion of Rakhi Bandhan  
Utsav, Suvendu Adhikari first vis-
ited his own assembly constituen-
cy at Bhabanipur where he took 
part in a mass congegation and 
even played the Kartal (drum) 
with some people on the steet.

Later, he attended another 
Rakhi Utsav, organized by the 
state's Sports  and youthy Affairs 
Department at Nazrul Mancha.

Speaking  on the occasion Su-
vendu , Adhikari emphasized that  
Rakhi festival is being celebrated 
to foster "social harmony, unity, 
brotherhood, and nationalism" 
beyond religious boundaries. He 
stated that the government has 
mobilized over 25 lakh rakhis and 
aimed to involve over one crore 
citizens across all municipalities, 
gram panchayats, and blocks in 
the state.

From the main stage, he 
flagged off a special Mobile Rakhi 
Tableau organized by the Kolkata 
Municipal Corporation to spread 
the message of communal har-
mony across the city.

Speaking  in his constituency 
Suvendu  Adhikari said "It hurts 
when I see chants of 'Azadi, 
Azadi' on the streets of Kolkata. 
Freedom from what, brother? We 
must remember the sacrifices of 

our freedom fighters, Netaji's 
struggle, and the martyrdom of 
Matangini Hazra. India attained 
independence back in 1947."

He then explicitly named Ja-
davpur University and remarked, 
" This University is a  Centre of 
Excellence. Yet, will you write 

Kashmir demands freedom on  
its walls. It is very unforrtunate 
since  this is  the very Kashmir 
over which we have fought so 
many wars with Pakistan? It is 
distressing. You also write Red 
Salute to Kishenji on the walls 
of the Arts Faculty at Jadavpur! 

What are you teaching the new 
generation?", he emphasised .

Elaborating on the reference to 
the slain Maoist leader Kishenji, 
Suvendu Adhikari said  "Kishenji 
used to say, Boycott the polls, do 
not vote!, burn the Constitution. 
Divide India from the Gomti to 

the Godavari'", and criticised him 
strongly .

He also questioned the objec-
tions raised against the singing 
of  the full version of the National 
song  Vande Mataram . “Vande 
Mataram was not written by any 
political leader; it was penned by 

the literary giant Bankim Chan-
dra Chattopadhyay. What is there 
to object to?" In this context, 
he delivered a message about 
clearing away the 'garbage.' 
He said, "We have demonstrat-
ed our strength to our enemies 
abroad, and we will continue to 

do so in the future." "However, 
we must also pledge to gradually 
clear out—much like sweeping 
away household trash—those 
within the country who attack 
patriotism, nationalism, Vande 
Mataram, and Jana Gana Mana 
Adhinayaka."

Suvendu Adhikari also called 
upon the nation's youth to con-
tribute to strengthening the 
country alongside fulfilling their 
family responsibilities. Citing the 
example of Israel, he remarked, 
"In Israel, everyone is required 
to undergo basic military train-
ing. India is a liberal Democratic  
country, and I hope it remains 
so."

In this connection the Chief 
Minister spoke about making the 
NCC training  mandatory in every 
college and school  in near fu-
ture. He noted that NCC training  
had previously been discontinued 
in the state in favor of the 'Jai 
Hind Bahini,' a move he deemed 
incorrect, asserting that there is 
no substitute for the NCC cadets.

Incidentally, Suvendu  
Adhikari began the Rakhi Band-
han celebrations from his own 
residence where Aishwarya 
Sagar, DC (New Town) of the 
Bidhannagar Police Commis-
sionerate, tied a rakhi on him. 
She was accompanied by Bagu-
iati IC Sanjay Ghosh and  several 
lady police personnel who also. 
tied *rakhis* on his  wrist. Soon 
afterwards at  the Chingrighata 
crossing he was also tied Raskhi 
by some other women .

After participating in several 
other programmes  in different 
parts of the city including at his 
constituecy at Bhabanipur and at  
Nazrul Manch, the Chief Minister  
took park in a mass Rakhi Utvav, 
participated by more than 10,000 
people.near Jadavpur University  
and sang Vande Mataram with  
them in unison.

This  is the first time the West 
Bengal government is officially 
celebrating Rakhi Bandhan Utsav 
as a state festival. The initiative 
spans 4,000 public locations with 
a dedicated state budget of over 
Rs nine crores .

West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari inaugurates Rakhi Bandhan Utsav at Nazrul Mancha in Kolkata on Friday. � PIC :Prabir Bhattacharya

Rescue operation continues in Nepal on Friday.

A street looks deserted following a flash flood in Devighat village, Nuwakot  
district, Nepal on Friday.
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Death toll from Nepal-Tibet 
flash flood climbs to 492

Immediate response mechanism inadequate for 
scale of devastation  in Nepal floods :  Experts

FIRs filed against Abhishek, Derek, 2 others over scuffle at TMC office, 13 held



For TV, Epaper & News visit: www.live7tv.com

02

Bengal
Kolkata, Saturday

29 August 2026

A cultural evening dedicated to Rabindranath Tagore’s music
and poetry was organised by Anandojogyo, which featured
artist Sudeshna Guha, accompanied by Bappa Bal and Aniket
Chakraborty, at Indumati Sabhagriha in Kolkata on Friday.

Nurul Islam Khan: On the
occasion of the sacred
Rakhi Bandhan festival,
Mayor-in-Council member
Swapan Samaddar ex-
tended a warm invitation to
everyone. This year, the fes-
tival was celebrated in the
traditional manner in front of the Trinamool Congress party
office in Ward No. 30.He said that, as in the previous 31
years, a “mobile Rakhi Bandhan festival” was organised for
the 32nd consecutive year. Despite having all the necessary
permissions, the administration did not allow him to hold
the mobile Rakhi or Raksha Bandhan festival.He said that
in 1905, during the anti-Partition of Bengal movement, poet
Rabindranath Tagore had initiated this festival and infused
the nationalist movement with renewed spirit. However, he
alleged that the present government and administration
have repeatedly prevented him from organising this sacred
festival and several other programmes. He said this could
be described as an infringement of freedom of speech.He
added that the festival is not merely about the bond be-
tween brothers and sisters; rather, Rabindranath Tagore
had enriched relationships between men and women of all
ages with a touch of humanity and sacredness.Besides
Papia Ghosh and several other leaders, a large gathering of
ordinary people was also noticeable at the event.

MI News Service, Nadia : A missed
engagement, a Rakhi-day visit
and an informal tea chat with lo-
cals- Panchayat Minister Dilip
Ghosh’s surprise visit to Shantipur
on Rakhi Purnima turned into an
unusual public outreach exercise.

Ghosh had been scheduled 
to attend the inaugural pro-
gramme of a night football tour-
nament organised by Yuva Mukti
Sangha at the godown ground
near Shantipur railway station on
August 22. However, he could not
make it to the event after an im-
portant engagement came up at
the last moment.

A few days later, on Rakhi
Purnima, the minister arrived in
Shantipur without much prior 
notice. He first met members 
of Yuva Mukti Sangha and 
exchanged pleasantries with them

before interacting with local 
residents.

The visit took a festive turn
when a group of local women ap-
proached the minister and tied

rakhis on his wrist. Ghosh ac-
cepted the greetings and inter-
acted with the women, drawing
considerable attention from resi-
dents gathered in the area.

The informal interaction con-
tinued over tea, with Ghosh sitting
down with members of the organ-
isation and local residents. Dis-
cussions ranged from local issues
and residents’ experiences to
matters concerning the area. Un-
like a conventional political meet-
ing, the focus remained largely on
direct interaction with people.

Ghosh’s Rakhi-day visit has
also revived discussion about his
absence from the football tourna-
ment inauguration on August 22.
Some locals described the latest
visit as an attempt to make up for
the earlier missed engagement.

From receiving rakhis to shar-
ing tea with residents, Ghosh’s
Shantipur visit offered a glimpse
of a more informal style of politi-
cal outreach, away from the usual
stage-managed public meeting.

Rakhi brings Dilip Ghosh to Shantipur,
football ‘snub’ ends over a cup of tea

MI News Service, Kharagpur :West
Medinipur Superintendent of Police
Papiya Sultana has been drawing
attention for her distinctive dual
role—maintaining a tough stance
against criminals and anti-social el-
ements while simultaneously
emerging as an inspiring figure
among school and college students
and the younger generation.As the
district’s police chief, maintaining
law and order and ensuring the
safety and security of citizens re-
main her primary responsibilities.
However, her approach appears to
extend beyond conventional polic-
ing. Through various social and
awareness programmes, she inter-
acts with students and young peo-
ple and encourages them to build a
better future through education,
discipline, hard work and a positive
outlook.Tough Policing with a
Human Face.SP Papiya Sultana has
adopted a firm approach against
crime and anti-social activities in
West Medinipur, sending a clear
message that there will be no com-
promise when it comes to action
against offenders in accordance
with the law.At the same time, her

more approachable and motiva-
tional side is visible during social
and educational programmes. By
reaching out to young people, she
encourages them to make respon-
sible choices, stay away from crime
and negative influences, and be-
come responsible citizens.

This combination of strict polic-
ing and public engagement has
given her a distinctive identity.
While her presence in uniform con-
veys a strong message of law en-
forcement to criminals and
anti-social elements, students often
display considerable enthusiasm

when they get an opportunity to
meet her.Growing Popularity
Among Students.Whenever SP Pa-
piya Sultana attends programmes
involving students and young peo-
ple, there is often visible excitement
among them. Many students seek
opportunities to take photographs
with her, while others are eager to
receive her autograph or listen to
her words of motivation.As a
woman IPS officer, her professional
journey and approach to duty have
also become a source of inspiration,
particularly for young girls. Her
confidence, determination and

sense of responsibility are encour-
aging many students to think seri-
ously about their own future and
set new goals.More Than a Police
Officer—A Role Model.Through
various platforms, Papiya Sultana
has been seen encouraging young
people with the message that suc-
cess cannot be achieved merely by
dreaming; it requires consistent
hard work, discipline and dedica-
tion towards one’s goals.

While interacting with students,
she stresses the importance of fo-
cusing on studies, making proper
use of time and understanding one’s
responsibilities towards society. She
also highlights that today’s students
will shape the direction of society
and the country in the future.

According to this approach, ed-
ucation alone is not enough. Good
values, respect for the law and a
sense of social responsibility are
equally important in developing re-
sponsible citizens.A Message to
Strengthen the Next Generation.
The working style of SP Papiya Sul-
tana reflects an apparent balance
between law enforcement and so-
cial awareness. While strict action

against offenders helps reinforce
respect for the law, her engage-
ment with young people represents
an effort to keep the younger gen-
eration away from crime and neg-
ative activities by providing them
with positive direction.Her message
is clear: ensuring a safe society
does not depend solely on taking
action against crime. It is equally
important to build a generation that
can contribute to society through
education, hard work, discipline
and responsibility.Two Roles, One
Goal.On one side, SP Papiya Sul-
tana represents firm police action
against criminals and anti-social el-
ements; on the other, she is increas-
ingly being seen by students and
young people as a source of inspi-
ration and motivation.

For offenders, particularly
those involved in serious crimes
against women, she represents a
strict law-enforcement authority.
For students, she has emerged as a
figure of encouragement and aspi-
ration.Her approach combines the
firmness of law enforcement with a
broader message of social respon-
sibility and nation-building.

MI News Service, Nadia :
Two minor boys, aged 12
and 14, set out on bicycles
for Digha without inform-
ing their families, hoping
for a holiday they said
their families had never
taken them on. Their plan,
however, came to an
abrupt halt after they cy-
cled nearly 15km and
were noticed by a local
resident in Fulia.

The incident occurred
on Thursday when schools
were closed. The two boys,
residents of the Bhaluka
Battala area under Nabad-
wip police station, had left
home with another friend.
The three had planned to
travel to Digha on two bi-
cycles. After covering
some distance, the third
boy turned back, while the
other two continued to-
wards their destination.

According to police,
the boys reached the Pra-
fullanagar area of Fulia
after cycling along the na-
tional highway for nearly
15km. They reportedly ap-
proached a local resident
asking for money after
feeling hungry. Suspicious
of their presence and their
account, the resident

alerted a civic volunteer
attached to the Fulia po-
lice camp.

Police personnel soon
reached the spot and
questioned the boys. They
were subsequently taken
to the police camp, where
arrangements were made
for food and their families
were contacted.

The boys reportedly
told police that they had
decided to travel to Digha
because nobody at home
took them out for trips.
Their families, meanwhile,
had become anxious after
the children failed to re-
turn home.

The families reached
the Fulia police camp after
receiving a call from police
and took the boys home.
The rescue operation was
carried out with the initia-
tive of Fulia police camp
in-charge Sanjay Chat-
topadhyay and Tanmoy
Mondal.

Police officials later ad-
vised the families to spend
more time with the chil-
dren and take them on
outings, stressing the need
to ensure that such travel
plans do not turn into risky
journeys for minors.

MI News Service, Kharagpur : A sudden
inspection by a seven-member adminis-
trative task force at Maligram Market
under Pingla Block in West Medinipur
district created a stir among traders and
local residents. The action was report-
edly taken following complaints regard-
ing the quality, validity and storage of
food items being sold in the market.

The inspection team, comprising sen-
ior officials including Debashish Biswas,
SDPO of Debra, and Jyoti Ghosh, Sub-Di-
visional Officer of Kharagpur, reached
Maligram Market and launched an in-
spection at a local shop.During the in-
spection, officials reportedly found
several packets of food products whose
expiry dates had already passed. The dis-
covery of expired food items inside the
shop triggered concern in the area. Offi-
cials are now examining how the expired
products reached the shop and whether
they were being kept for sale to cus-
tomers or had already been offered for
sale.Following the inspection of the shop,
the task force also conducted a raid at
another warehouse located in the market
area. A large quantity of sugar stored in
sacks was found inside the warehouse.

After finding the substantial stock of
sugar, officials began examining docu-
ments related to its procurement, source
and storage. The authorities are particu-
larly checking whether the warehouse
owner possesses all the necessary and
valid documents for storing such a large

quantity of sugar.Officials indicated that
the next course of action would become
clear only after the document verification
process is completed. At present, the au-
thorities are assessing whether the stock
complies with the required rules and reg-
ulations.The surprise inspection has also
prompted traders in Maligram Market to
become more cautious. The operation is
being viewed as part of the administra-
tion's efforts to strengthen monitoring of
food quality, expiry dates, storage prac-
tices and mandatory documentation. Ac-
cording to administrative sources, similar
inspections may continue in markets and
shops in the coming days to check the
quality and validity of food products and
verify relevant documents.The task
force's action has raised several ques-
tions in Maligram Market, particularly
about how expired food products reached
the shop and whether the documents re-
lated to the large stock of sugar stored in
the warehouse are valid.Further action is
expected after the authorities complete
their inspection and verification of the
documents.

MI News Service, Nadia : A Rakhi cele-
bration centred on the themes of love,
fraternity, social harmony and national-
ism was organised at the Kalyani SDO
office premises on Friday.

The programme was organised by
the Kalyani subdivision administration
in association with the Youth Services
and Sports Department, Nadia. The
event began at 11am and was attended
by Kalyani Sub-Divisional Officer Nilan-
jan Tarafdar, Sub-Divisional Informa-
tion and Cultural Officer Mousumi Roy,

Haringhata MLA Asim Kumar Sarkar
and Kalyani MLA Anupam Biswas.

The organisers said the celebration
was aimed at using Rakhi as a symbol 
of mutual respect, goodwill and unity,
extending the spirit of the festival be-
yond the traditional bond between
brothers and sisters. The programme
also highlighted the importance of
strengthening fraternity and a sense of
national unity among people from dif-
ferent sections of society.

With administrative officials, elected
representatives and members of the
public participating in the programme,
the event sought to underline the
broader social significance of Rakhi.
The organisers emphasised that festi-
vals such as Rakhi can serve as plat-
forms for promoting social cohesion and
harmony.

The Kalyani Sub-Divisional Informa-
tion and Cultural Department supported
the programme. Through the state gov-
ernment-supported initiative, the or-
ganisers sought to convey a message of
solidarity, brotherhood and national in-
tegration on the occasion of Rakhi.

MI News Service, Kharag-
pur : The Mohanpur Police
have once again stepped
up efforts to promote road
safety by conducting a
special traffic awareness
and enforcement drive
aimed at encouraging mo-
torists to follow traffic
rules.During the cam-
paign, Mohanpur Police
Station Officer-in-Charge
Pradip Pal personally took
to the streets along with
other police personnel and
was seen interacting with
motorcycle riders and
making them aware of the
importance of traffic regu-
lations.As part of the
drive, police stopped sev-
eral bikers and advised
them to wear helmets, fol-
low traffic rules and ride
responsibly. Motorists
were also reminded that
complying with traffic
regulations is not merely
about avoiding fines or
challans, but is essential
for protecting their own
lives as well as the safety
of other road users.At the
same time, the police
adopted a strict approach
towards traffic violations.
Several motorcycle riders
found violating traffic
rules were issued spot
fines at the location.The

combination of awareness
efforts and enforcement
action appeared to in-
crease caution among
motorists. Police person-
nel explained the poten-
tial consequences of
reckless driving and
stressed the need for re-
sponsible behaviour on
the road.The campaign,
conducted under the
leadership of Mohanpur
Police Station Officer-in-
Charge Pradip Pal, re-
ceived a positive response
from local residents and
commuters. The police
said that similar aware-
ness and enforcement
drives would continue in
the future as part of ef-
forts to prevent road acci-
dents and ensure a safer
traffic environment.The
message from the police
was clear: Follow traffic
rules, wear a helmet and
drive responsibly to en-
sure a safe journey for
yourself and others.

MI News Service, North 24 Parganas: To
mark the festival of Raksha Bandhan, a
special program 'Eso Rakhi Pari '(let us tie
rakhi) was organised jointly by Utkarshe
Arohan and Madhyamgram Pranab
Kanya Sangha on Friday. The Message of
harmony, friendship and humanity was
given through Song, recitation performed
by the residential students of institution .
Eminent sculptor Bimal Kundu, elocution-
ist Debashish Basu and several other dis-
tinguished personalities from different
fields participated in the event. They tied
rakhis on the wrists of the students and
encouraged them to take part in drawing,
singing and other creative activities. With

the participation of residential students,
senior citizens and distinguished person-
alities, the “Eso Rakhi Pori” programme
became a beautiful celebration of har-
mony, creativity and humanity.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Institute of Engineer-
ing & Management (IEM),
Kolkata, is set to host
AVIONIX 2026 – Student
Drone Competition, a
unique platform designed
to showcase the creativity,
engineering skills and
technological innovation of
young students in the rap-
idly emerging field of
drone technology.

The two-day competi-
tion is organised at the
IEM Management Build-
ing, Kolkata, by the De-
partment of Mechanical
Engineering, in associa-
tion with the SAE-IEM Col-
legiate Club and the
IEI-IEM Student Chapter,
Mechanical Engineering
Division.

AVIONIX 2026 aims to
bring together student in-
novators and drone enthu-
siasts to experience the
practical application of en-
gineering principles
through an exciting and
challenging competition.
Participants will get an op-
portunity to demonstrate
their capabilities in drone
design, flight control, pre-
cision, piloting, problem-
solving, innovation and
teamwork.

MI News Service, Guskara:
To create a bond of blood,
members of an organisa-
tion in Guskara tied rakhis
on the wrists of blood
donors on Friday. Along-
side, they also gifted each
donor a sapling. On this
day, 66 people donated

blood at a camp organised
by a local voluntary organ-
ization, named BIshan Ath-
letic Club in the Shirish
Tala area of Guskara.
While the blood donors
were donating blood with
one hand, a rakhi was tied
on the other hand. The or-

ganisation's secretary,
Saugata Gupta, said that
they have been taking this
initiative on Rakhi Bandhan
Day for the past four years.
On this day, Bithi Ganguly,
Kakali Ghosh, Kalyani Das,
Ankita Mondal and others
tied rakhis on blood donors
Ismail Sheikh, a resident of
Brahmandihi in Bhedia and
a dumper driver by profes-
sion, Qazi Mohammad
Shamim, a resident of
Panagarh, and Aslam
Sheikh of Guskara. Ismail
said, ‘I donated blood for
the first time in my life.
After donating blood, I feel
good to have a rakhi tied by
my sisters in this way’.

'Eso Rakhi Pari' a special prog organised to mark the festival of Raksha Bandhan

On the occasion of Raksha Bandhan, women police personnel tied rakhis on West Bengal
Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari’s wrist and extended their greetings. The Chief Minister
prayed to God for their long life, good health and well-being in Kolkata on Friday.

Task Force Cracks Down at Maligram Market: Expired Food Items 
Found, Large Quantity of Sugar Seized for Document Verification

Police Take to the Streets, Educate Bikers
on Traffic Rules; Several Issued Spot Fines

Rakhi Bandhan Festival

AVIONIX 2026: IEM hosting
One-of-a-Kind Student

Drone Competition

Rakhi on the wrists of blood donors

Kalyani celebrates Rakhi with message of fraternity, social harmony and nationalism Two minors cycle 15km towards Digha,
police stop their ‘holiday ride’ in Fulia

Raksha Bandhan: SP Papiya Sultana Emerges as a ‘Fear Factor’ for Offenders and an ‘Icon’ Among Students
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Continued from Pg 1: related risk 
data in border regions. However, Ne-
pal received no timely warning prior to 
Wednesday’s flood. 

Sauharda Joshi, a hydrologist at the 
Department of Hydrology and Meteo-
rology, stated that the delay in issuing 
early warnings stemmed from a lack of 
cross-border information sharing. “The 
flood crossed into Nepal around 8:40 
AM and reached Syabrubesi within 10 
minutes,” he said. “If we had been in-
formed while the flood was building up 
in Tibet, human casualties could have 
been significantly minimized.” 

The distance from Rasuwagadhi to 
Syabrubesi is approximately 14 kilome-
ters. Senior Divisional Hydrologist Binod 
Parajuli confirmed that four monitoring 
stations—Rasuwa Bhote Koshi, Rasu-
wa Syabrubesi, Nuwakot Betrawati, 
and Dhading Malekhu (Furke)—were 
entirely swept away. The department’s 
initial analysis indicates that a deep-ice 
glacier collapse on the western side of 
Langtang in Rasuwa triggered a massive 
landslide.

Senior hydrological expert Binod 
Parajuli confirmed that based on details 
received at 8:56 AM from the Rasuwa 
District Administration via NDRRMA, 
SMS flood alerts were dispatched to 
downstream communities before 9:00 
AM. 

Authorities issued immediate trav-
el advisories halting movement along 
the Prithvi Highway in Dhading and 
Chitwan, the Galchhi-Nuwakot-Ra-
suwa-Syabrubesi road, and the Mug-
ling-Narayangadh corridor. 

Entering Nepal at around 8:40 AM, 
the flash flood surged down to the 
Narayani River at Gaidakot in Nawal-
parasi (Bardaghat Susta East) by 3:30 
PM. Riverbank corridors stretching 
from Rasuwa to Chitwan were designat-
ed as high-risk zones. 

Meanwhile,  hydrologist Joshi noted 
that while river levels were gradually 
receding, expected evening rains in Ra-
suwa threatened to impede search and 
rescue efforts.

The flood wreaked immense damage 
across vulnerable riverbanks. While the 
exact trigger and full structural assess-
ment remain underway, river corridors 
along the Bhote Koshi, Trishuli, and 
Narayani rivers—spanning Rasuwa, Nu-
wakot, Dhading, Gorkha, Chitwan, and 
Nawalparasi (Bardaghat Susta East)—
have sustained severe impact. Educa-
tional institutions, private residences, 
hydropower projects, roadways, bridg-
es, and critical physical infrastructure 
suffered extensive destruction. 

According to the Nepal Tourism 
Board, 403 tourists who traveled to 
Gosainkunda and Kailash Manasarovar 
through various agencies remain un-
traceable in the wake of the Bhote Koshi 
flood, including 341 foreign nationals 
and 62 Nepalis. 

MI News Service, Kolkata: Patton 
International Limited has received the 
prestigious Eaton Global Supplier Ex-
cellence Award 2026, becoming the 
only Indian company to earn the hon-
our for excellence in quality, delivery, 
innovation and operational perfor-
mance.

A Government Recognised Export 
House and Star Exporter, Patton oper-
ates eight advanced manufacturing fa-
cilities in West Bengal and employs over 
3,500 people. The company supplies 
high-precision engineering components 
to global corporations including ABB, 
Eaton and Emerson. Its products have 
approvals from international quality 
bodies such as Underwriters Laborato-
ries and the Canadian Standards Asso-
ciation.

Patton has also received National 
Export Awards from the President and 
Prime Minister of India, besides several 
honours for manufacturing, productivi-
ty and export performance.

Eaton, a global intelligent power 
management company, has annual rev-
enues of around US$27 billion, more 
than 93,000 employees and operations 
across over 160 countries.

Eaton’s Director-Sourcing, Global 
Energy Infrastructure Solutions Divi-
sion, congratulated Patton for its con-

sistent service and expressed confi-
dence that its engagement with the new 
West Bengal government would further 
improve ease of doing business.

Patton Managing Director Sanjay 
Budhia said the award recognised the 
team’s commitment to quality, innova-
tion and customer satisfaction, adding 
that products made in Kolkata were 
competing globally and supporting In-
dia’s export growth.

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
Actor Kharaj Mukherjee re-
turned to Kolkata safely from 
Nepal on Friday after being 
stranded there amid disrup-
tions caused by floods and an 
earthquake. His wife, Pratibha 
Mukherjee, accompanied him. 
After arriving at Kolkata air-
port, the actor recorded a video 
message for his fans and as-
sured them that both he and his 
wife were safe.

Kharaj had travelled to Nepal 
to shoot for the Bangladeshi film 
Shikaar. The shooting was being 
conducted in Pokhara when the 
situation deteriorated. Recalling 
the ordeal, he said they faced 
several difficulties before trav-
elling to Gorakhpur, from where 
they finally took a flight back to 
Kolkata.

The actor thanked fans, 
friends and well-wishers for 
their concern and said their love 
had helped him return safely. 
He also promised to entertain 
audiences with more work in 
the future.

Concern had spread after 
reports emerged that Kharaj 
was stranded in Nepal. His son, 
Bihu Mukherjee, subsequently 
shared a video on social media 
assuring everyone that his par-
ents were safe.

Bangladeshi actor Apu 
Biswas was also in Nepal during 
the same period and was report-
edly safe.

On Wednesday, a flash flood 
hit the Bhotekoshi river in Ne-
pal’s Rasuwa district, near 
the Tibet border. The disaster 
caused widespread damage, 
with several people reportedly 
killed and many others missing. 
Rescue operations have contin-
ued amid difficult conditions, 
with damaged roads and bridg-
es hampering access to remote 
mountainous areas.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: West Bengal Chief 
Minister Suvendu Adhikari 
has advocated making Nation-
al Cadet Corps (NCC) training 
compulsory in all schools 
and colleges across the state. 
Speaking at a special Rak-
sha Bandhan programme, 
Adhikari said NCC should be 
restored and made available 
in every college and universi-
ty as part of the government’s 
responsibilities.

“We should make it our 
duty to have NCC in every col-
lege and university. We will 
bring back NCC,” Adhikari 
said.

The Chief Minister said 
the issue had recently been 
raised with him by Union 
Home Minister during his vis-
it to north Bengal. According 
to Adhikari, the Union Home 
Minister had stressed the 

need to ensure NCC facilities 
in schools and colleges locat-
ed in border districts.

Referring to the issue, 
Adhikari criticised the de-
cision to discontinue NCC 
in Bengal and introduce an 
alternative arrangement 
called ‘Jai Hind Bahini’. He 
maintained that there could 
be no substitute for NCC and 
stressed the importance of re-
storing the established cadet 
programme in educational 
institutions.

Adhikari also said that 
he had already taken up the 
matter with the Centre. He re-

vealed that he wrote to Union 
Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh last Sunday, urging the 
Centre to ensure NCC facilities 
in all schools and colleges in 
the state at the earliest.

According to the Chief 
Minister, such training would 
play an important role in de-
veloping a sense of patriotism 
among students and strength-
ening their respect and devo-
tion towards the country.

While speaking about NCC, 
Adhikari also recalled his own 
experience as an NSS volun-
teer during his student days. 
He said he had participated in 
the National Service Scheme 
from Class XI until his third 
year of college, completing 
nearly five years of social 
service activities. Although 
his college also had NCC, he 
chose to participate in NSS.

Recalling his experience, 

Adhikari said he had served 
as the head of the NSS unit. 
During the long Durga Puja 
vacation, the students would 
select a village and spend 
around eight days there. 
They would stay at a primary 
school, arrange their accom-
modation, cook together and 
work for the welfare of vil-
lagers.

He recalled participating 
in repairing damaged village 
roads, clearing water hya-
cinth from ponds, removing 
parthenium weeds and car-
rying out cleanliness drives 
using bleaching powder and 
phenyl.

Adhikari said such experi-
ences demonstrated the value 
of organised social service 
and explained why similar 
training opportunities should 
be expanded among students 
today.

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
Former West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee on 
Friday indicated that she could 
approach an international 
court if necessary in her fight 
against what she described 
as political persecution of the 
Trinamool Congress (TMC). Ad-
dressing the Trinamool Chha-
tra Parishad’s foundation day 
programme, Banerjee said the 
party would not be suppressed 
despite the large number of 
cases filed against its leaders 
and workers.

The programme was organ-
ised in front of Birla Planetari-
um after the Kalighat faction of 
the TMC received permission 

to hold the event at the ven-
ue. Speaking to students and 
young party workers, Baner-
jee urged them to take to the 
streets and participate in dem-
ocratic protests.

“If necessary, go to jail and 
spend a month there, but do 
not accept BJP’s food,” Baner-
jee said, while asking the youth 
wing to remain committed to 
the party’s political struggle.

She then launched a strong 
attack on the BJP over the cas-
es filed against TMC leaders. 
Referring to the approximate-
ly 14,000 cases, Banerjee said 
party leader Kalyan Banerjee 
was fighting the legal battle 
in the Supreme Court and that 

she too would pursue the mat-
ter.

“I will go to the Supreme 
Court. If necessary, I will go to 
the international court,” she 
said, warning that those in-
volved in arrests and alleged 
harassment could also face 
consequences.

Banerjee further warned 
those whom she accused of 
carrying out atrocities against 
TMC workers, saying they 
should be prepared to face the 
consequences of their actions.

The former chief minister 
also announced that she would 
soon begin touring the districts. 
She said that if permission was 
denied for her programmes, 
she would walk on the streets 
instead.

Questioning the repeated 
need to seek court permis-
sion for political rallies and 
meetings, Banerjee said dem-
ocratic movements should not 
be unnecessarily restricted. 
She also questioned wheth-
er courts should be burdened 
with repeated petitions seeking 
permission for political pro-
grammes.

“If the police do not give per-
mission, I will seek the people’s 
permission,” Banerjee said, as-
serting that she would continue 
with democratic political activ-
ities despite administrative re-
strictions.

MI News Service, Kolkata: Sita, 
the woman at the centre of the Park 
Street footpath milk controversy, has 
finally been provided with a new 
home and a job, bringing some relief 
after days of uncertainty over her 
rehabilitation. The administration 
had earlier attempted to arrange 
government accommodation for her 
and her family, but she was report-
edly reluctant to stay at the locations 
offered.

Following the controversial inci-
dent in which Sita was seen heating 
milk on a city footpath, the Kolkata 
Municipal Corporation and police 
had jointly been trying since Tuesday 
to find a permanent shelter for her 
and her two younger daughters. Ac-
commodation was initially arranged 
at government facilities in Beleghata 
and later on Rammohan Roy Road. 
However, Sita reportedly did not find 
the surroundings suitable and chose 
not to stay there. Her elder daughter, 
Puja, accepted the civic authorities’ 

arrangement and continued to stay 
at the government facility.\

Over the past few days, efforts 
were also made to find a rented 
house in a suitable and safe locality 
for Sita and her daughters. However, 
several options were reportedly re-
jected as they did not meet her pref-
erences. In the meantime, the family 
was temporarily accommodated at a 
hotel in the city.

BJP leader and MLA Sajal Ghosh 
had earlier said that Sita and her two 
daughters were staying in a safe en-
vironment and receiving protection 
at the homes of party workers.

After an extensive search, suit-
able accommodation was finally 
found in an area of Sita’s choice. She 
is now living at the new residence 
with her two daughters and grand-
son.

The administration has also 
made arrangements to ensure 
that Sita has a regular source of 
income. According to sources, 

she has been provided with a job 
at a hotel, where she will work in 
housekeeping and cleaning ser-
vices.

On Friday, the BJP released a 
video featuring Sita, her daughter 
and grandson, providing details 
about their current situation and 
rehabilitation. The party said that 
Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari 
and Municipal Affairs Minister Ag-
nimitra Pal had also been keeping 
track of the family’s condition.

According to the BJP, Sita and 
her family are now safe and doing 
well, with the government and par-
ty continuing to support them.

Sita has reportedly expressed 
happiness and relief over the sud-
den change in her circumstances 
following the assistance extended 
by the administration and oth-
ers. She also thanked Suvendu 
Adhikari for standing by her and 
her family during what she de-
scribed as a difficult period.

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
An auspicious beginning 
marked the unveiling of Swa-
mi Vivekananda's statue, with 
West Bengal Industries Minis-
ter Tapas Roy delivering a mes-
sage of patriotism and service 
to humanity.

With the ideals, patriotism, 
spirit of service to human-

ity, and the ethos of youth 
power embodied by Swami 
Vivekananda at the forefront, 
the unveiling of his statue was 
auspiciously inaugurated on 
Friday in Kolkata through a sol-
emn and significant ceremony.

The event was organized in 
an atmosphere of reverence, 
devotion, and spirituality. This 

event commemorates Swamiji’s 
ideals and his message of hu-
man welfare.

This grand initiative or-
ganized by the Super Bagan 
Sporting Club and Kankurgachi 
Milon Mela Samiti was filled 
with enthusiasm and excite-
ment among the people pres-
ent.

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
The Calcutta High Court has 
set a three-week deadline for 
the Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) to complete its 
investigation into the RG Kar 
case, popularly referred to as 
the Tilottama case. The court 
directed the central agency to 
conclude the probe within the 
stipulated period after express-
ing concerns over delays and 
gaps in the investigation.
The hearing is being conducted 
by a Division Bench comprising 
Justice Shampa Sarkar and 
Justice Tirthankar Ghosh. The 
CBI has previously faced crit-
icism from the court over the 
progress of the investigation. 
During the hearing on June 25, 
the Bench had expressed dis-
satisfaction with the manner in 
which the probe was being con-
ducted and had made it clear 
that none of the previous inves-
tigating officers would be part 

of the newly constituted Special 
Investigation Team (SIT).

The court had also ques-
tioned the CBI on when it ex-
pected to complete the investi-
gation.

The issue resurfaced during 
the August 6 hearing, when 
Justice Tirthankar Ghosh ques-
tioned the delay despite the 
agency's own reports pointing 
to several shortcomings and 
inconsistencies in the earlier 
investigation. The judge asked 
why the process was taking 
so long when the court had 
already directed the agency to 
identify and investigate those 
gaps.

Justice Shampa Sarkar had 
also directed the agency to 
reconstruct the sequence of 
events from the night of the 
incident until the end and con-
duct a fresh probe wherever 
necessary. She questioned how 
long the case could remain 

pending and stressed that 
people had been waiting for 
justice.

The matter came up for 
hearing again before the Cal-
cutta High Court on Friday. The 
proceedings were reportedly 
held in-camera. Even Tilot-
tama's mother, who is also a 
Panihati MLA, was not allowed 
to attend the hearing and had 
to wait outside the courtroom.

Following the hearing, it 
emerged that the CBI had 
sought four more weeks to 
complete the investigation. 
However, the Division Bench 
rejected the agency's request 
for the additional time.

Instead, the court granted 
the CBI three weeks to con-
clude the investigation. The 
latest direction effectively sets 
a firm deadline for the central 
agency to complete the probe 
and submit the findings before 
the court. 

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
The West Bengal government 
has announced enhanced finan-
cial benefits for state government 
employees during transfers and 
after retirement. Replacing the 
decades-old Transfer Grant and 
Packing Allowance systems, the 
state Cabinet has approved a new 
‘Composite Transfer and Packing 

Grant’ aimed at simplifying the 
process and reducing the financial 
burden on employees.

Under the new system, govern-
ment employees will be eligible for 
a one-time grant of up to Rs 50,000 
or 80 per cent of their Basic Pay, 
whichever is applicable. A key fea-
ture of the revised system is that 
employees will not be required to 

submit bills, receipts or other doc-
uments to prove their expenditure 
to claim the benefit.

The full Composite Transfer 
and Packing Grant will be avail-
able when an employee is trans-
ferred to a location 30 kilometres 
or more away and shifts residence 
as a result of the transfer. In cases 
where the transfer is to a location 

less than 30 kilometres away, the 
employee will receive one-third of 
the eligible grant.

The state government has also 
extended the benefit to retired em-
ployees. Those who permanently 
shift their residence to another 
location after retirement will also 
be eligible for financial assistance 
under the new arrangement.

MI News Service, Kolk-
ata: Air India transport-
ed 431 donated corneas 
across India between 
April 2025 and March 
2026, helping eye banks 
move precious tissue 
quickly to patients await-
ing sight-restoring trans-
plants.

The initiative is part of 
Air India’s partnership 
with the Eye Bank Asso-
ciation of India (EBAI), 
under which donated cor-
neas are carried across 
the airline’s domestic net-
work free of charge and 
receive priority handling.

Cornea donation trig-
gers a race against time, 
with medical teams re-
covering and preserving 
the tissue while eye-bank 
coordinators arrange its 
transportation to recipi-
ents. For donations trav-
elling long distances, air 
connectivity can play a 
crucial role in ensuring 
timely transplantation.

One such route con-

nects the L V Prasad Eye 
Institute’s Ramayamma 
International Eye Bank 
in Hyderabad with the 
Drushti Daan Eye Bank in 
Bhubaneswar. The donat-
ed tissue is transported 
in an insulated container, 
handled carefully by air-
line, airport and medical 
teams.

Air India said the initia-
tive helps reduce logistical 
challenges and allows eye 
banks to focus on ensur-
ing that donated corneas 
reach patients on time.

The airline described 
the effort as a behind-
the-scenes chain involving 
pilots, airport personnel, 
cargo handlers, medical 
professionals and eye-
bank coordinators.

Each journey rep-
resents more than the 
movement of medical tis-
sue. It connects a fami-
ly’s decision to donate a 
loved one’s corneas with 
another person’s hope of 
regaining vision.
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Suvendu Bats for Mandatory NCC in All 
Schools and Colleges Across Bengal

Mamata Says TMC Will Continue Fight Against Cases

Park St Row: Sita Gets New Home and Job After Footpath Eviction

An auspicious beginning marked the unveiling of Swami Vivekananda's statueState Govt Raises Transfer and Retirement Benefits for Employees

Cal HC Gives CBI Three-Week Deadline to Complete RG Kar Probe

Air India Transports 431 
Donated Corneas Across India 

Patton International 
Wins Eaton Global 

Supplier Excellence 
Award 2026

BJP leader Locket Chatterjee ties a rakhi on West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari on the occasion of the Raksha Bandhan Utsav at Nazrul Mancha in Kolkata on Friday.� PIC: Prabir Bhattacharya

Sanjay Budhia receiving Global Excellence Award 
in Cleveland with Dom Ponzio and Pete Denk of 
Eaton Corporation, 27 Billion Conglomerate.

Trinamool Congress Chhatra Parishad Foundation Day celebration at Cathedral Road in Kol-
kata, attended by former Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee and Trinamool Congress National 
General Secretary Abhishek Banerjee.

West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari led a massive patriotic demonstration outside the Jadavpur University campus where over 
10,000 people gathered to collectively sing all six stanzas of India's national song, Vande Mataram, in Kolkata on Friday.

Immediate response
Actor Kharaj Mukherjee 

Returns to Kolkata Safely 
After Being Stranded in Nepal
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Name Change
I, Thotamsetty Sreenivasulu s/o late T.
Venkata Subbaiah r/o 10/189 K K
Street Proddatur Cuddapah Andhra
Pradesh 516360  shall henceforth be
known as Thotamsetty Srinivasulu as
declared before the court  of Ld  J.M.
1st class Kharagpur, Paschim Me-
dinipur.vide affidavit no 11101 dated
27.08.26. Thotamsetty Sreenivasulu
and Thotamsetty Srinivasulu both are
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Snehashis Mandal, S/o.- Sailen Man-
dal (Old Name), R/o.- G-301/A/9, Ram
Nagar Lane, P.S.- Garden Reach,
Kolkata- 700024, do hereby declare that
I have change my name from Snehashis
Mandal, S/o.- Sailen Mandal (Old Name)
to Snehashis Mondal, S/o.- Sailen Mon-
dal (New Name) and henceforth be
known as Snehashis Mondal, S/o.-
Sailen Mondal (New Name), vide an Af-
fidavit No. 75589, dt. 25.08.26, in the
Court of Ld. 1st Class, J.M. at Alipore.
That, Snehashis Mandal, S/o.- Sailen
Mandal (Old Name) & Snehashis Mon-
dal, S/o.- Sailen Mondal (New Name)
both are same & one identical person.

Name Change
I, Manoj Soni (old name), S/o. Ram-
narayan Soni, R/o. 132, Bandel Station
Road opp. More Store Banstala More,
Chinsurah, Hooghly-712103, W.B., do
hereby declare that I have changed my
name from Manoj Soni to Manoj
Kumar Soni (New Name) and hence-
forth I shall be known as Manoj Kumar
Soni in all purpose, vide an affidavit
no. 20297 sworn before Judicial Mag-
istrate, Sadar, Hooghly Court on
27/08/2026. I, Manoj Kumar Soni,
Manoj Soni S/o. Ramnarayan Soni &
Manoj Kumar Shah, Manoj Kumar Sha,
S/o. Ramnarayan Shah, all are the
same & one identical person.

Name Change
I, Dawood Ahmed Majidy, S/o Mah-
mood Ahmad Majidy, Resident of
73/H/2, Doctor Sudhir Bose Road,
Kolkata - 700023 do hereby declare
that I have changed my name from
Dawood Ahmed Majidy to Dawood
Ahmad Majidy and Henceforth,  I Shall
be known as Dawood Ahmad Majidy in
all Purpose, vide Affidavit Sl No. 10
sworn Before The Notary Public at
Bansal Court  Kolkata on 25/08/2026.
Dawood Ahmed Majidy and Dawood
Ahmad Majidy both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Hasina Imam (Old Name), W/O Azhar
Imam, Resident Of 45/2, Bright Street,
Kolkata-700017, West Bengal Do
Hereby Declare That I Have Changed
My Name From Hasina Imam (Old
Name), To Hasina Khatoon (New
Name) And Henceforth I Shall Be
Known As Hasina Khatoon (New Name)
In All Purpose, Vide Affidavit No. 4724,
Sworn Before The Ld 1st Class Judicial
Magistrate At Kolkata On 11/04/2025.
Hasina Khatoon (New Name)  And
Hasina Imam (Old Name) Both Are
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Swapan Kumar Halder (Old Name), S/o
Haran Chandra Halder, Resident of part
no 25, Piyali Kaloni Para Kalaria
Baruipur 743363, West Bengal, India. do
hereby declare that I have changed my
name from Swapan Kumar Halder (Old
Name) to Swapan Halder (new name)
and henceforth I shall be known as
Swapan Halder (New Name) in all pur-
pose, vide affidavit sworn before the No-
tary Public at Kolkata on 27/08/2026.
Swapan Halder (new name) and Swa-
pan Kumar Halder (old name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
MONJUMONOYARA KHATUN, W/o Md.
Abul Hasan, residing at Vill: Goalbari,
P.O: Pithapukur, P.S: Polerhat, Dist:
South 24 Parganas, PIN: 700135, do
hereby declare that my actual and cor-
rect name is MONJUMONOYARA
KHATUN as per Aadhaar Card No. 7829
5053 1981. Due to an inadvertent error,
my name was wrongly recorded as
MONJU MONOYARA BIBI in the Lady
Dufferin Victoria Hospital's  Discharge
Certificate and my daughter's Birth Cer-
tificate (Cert. No: 1413, Regn. No: 620,
Dt:  05/04/2008). That MONJUMONO-
YARA KHATUN and Monju Monoyara
Bibi are one and the same  identical
person, as per Affidavit sworn before
the Learned 1st Class Judicial Magis-
trate at Alipore on 13/07/2026.

Corrigendum

The story published in pg 4
in Morning India on Aug 26,
2026 (Wed) with Headline
“New govt energizing indus-
trial revival in Bengal’ has
by mistakenly printed the
name ‘Nikita Bhajanka’. It
would be ‘Nikita Bansal’. We
deeply regret this unfortu-
nate & unintentional error.

MI News Service,North 24
Parganas: With the com-
mencement of commercial
crude oil production in
Ashoknagar, the first con-
signment set off from the
Baigachhi oil field towards
Haldia on Friday.

On this day, ONGC dis-
patched 1,200 liters of
crude oil in a tanker.
Ashoknagar MLA Dr.
Sumay Hira inaugurated
the tanker's journey by
breaking a coconut and
waving a green flag.  On
this occasion ONGC Direc-
tor of Exploration Om
Prakash Sinha and other
officials were present.

According to ONGC
sources, currently about
20 cubic meters of crude
oil is being produced from
that well daily. The oil that
rises from the well mixed

with water is being sent to
the refinery after being pu-
rified through separators
and ETP. Earlier, produc-
tion started in one well,
but it stopped due to tech-
nical problems. After re-
solving that problem,
production started again
and new explorations have

also found more oil poten-
tial in the area. ONGC Di-
rector of Exploration Om
Prakash Sinha said,
"There is more oil in the
Ashoknagar area than we
thought earlier. Since the
production in the new well
is good, it will increase fur-
ther in the coming days."

Keeping that possibility in
mind, ONGC is preparing
to drill five-six more wells
in the area.

MLA Sumoy Hira said,
"There is a plan to send oil
from Ashoknagar to Haldia
in one to two tankers every
day." He claimed that in-
creasing the scope of the
oil field will also create
local employment opportu-
nities. He said that the
land-related complications
have also been resolved to
a large extent. Incidentally,
the first oil was discovered
in Baigachi of Ashoknagar
in 2018. In 2020, about
375 barrels of crude oil
were obtained from a well
during experimental ex-
traction. Experts claim
that the quality of the oil is
comparable to that of the
Bombay Highway.

MI News Service, Howrah:
The Chipko Movement of
1973. In the Chamoli dis-
trict of Uttar Pradesh, vil-
lagers used to stand
hugging trees to protest
against deforestation, pre-
venting contractors from
cutting them down.

It is our duty to instill in
the next generation the
idea that trees are the best
friends, along with the in-
troduction of letters. That
is the picture shown by
Nunebar Mahakali Primary
School in Uluberia. The
children celebrated Rakhi
Bandhan by tying Rakhi on
trees and saplings.

Nunebar is a very re-
mote village in Howrah. The
Rakhi Bandhan festival was
celebrated with great enthu-
siasm at Nunebar Mahakali
Primary School, under the
Shyampur-I Panchayat
Samiti, in this manner.

According to the stu-
dents, in this way we have
given the status of broth-
ers to the trees. The teach-
ers and students are
happy with this. The
teachers said that the stu-
dents have tied Rakhi on

hundreds of trees. The
program began with the
students tying Rakhi on
the branches of the trees
planted by themselves in
the school premises. In ad-
dition, Rakhi was also tied
on the trees around the
school grounds. After that,
the teachers of the school
tied Rakhi on the hands of
all the students.

According to the young
students, this initiative is
to spread the message that
we should love trees and
not harm them. According
to the school's headmaster
Anupam Barman, the
main objective of this ini-

tiative is not only to plant
trees, but also to develop
the mentality of loving and
caring for trees like a fam-
ily member among the
children. They are also
hopeful that this initiative
of the students will play a
positive role in environ-
mental awareness in the
future. Assistant teacher
Samit Bhanj said, "The
Rakhi thread is actually a
symbol of love, responsi-
bility and protection. So,
on this Rakhi Bandhan, we
wanted to spread that
bond of love among our
green friends of the school
as well."

MI News Service, Malda :
Gadaichar is a remote
area of Malda. The dis-
tance from here to Eng-
lishbazar city is about 75
kilometers. Jharkhand is
on one side of the Ganges
in this area and Kaliachak
on the other. The minor
daughter of Alamuddin
Sheikh, a resident of that
area, got married in De-
cember 2024. This month,
she gave birth to a baby
girl in a nursing home in
Kaliachak with labor
pains. After seeing the de-
terioration of the new-
born's physical condition,
she was referred to Malda
Medical College on August
8. The newborn died on
August 10.

Similarly, the grand-
daughter of Govinda Man-
dal, a daily wage worker
from Maheshpur area of
Bamangola block, at least
70 km from Malda, was
also married at a young
age. Within a year, after
giving birth at a local hos-
pital, the newborn was ad-
mitted to a medical college

due to critical condition.
The newborn died on Au-
gust 12 due to respiratory
failure.

One after another such
information has come to
the attention of the health
department and medical
college authorities. Where
there have been allega-
tions mainly against child
marriage and some nurs-
ing homes. After the infor-
mation about child deaths
in the medical college was
leaked, a ban has been im-
posed on entering the
medical college with mo-
bile phones. As a result,
the relatives of the pa-
tients have faced prob-

lems.
The number of child

marriages in Malda has
reduced comparatively in
the financial year 2025-
26. At least 11 child mar-
riages have been stopped
in the last one year. How-
ever, there are allegations
that marriages are being
arranged at a young age in
many areas. And the
health department be-
lieves that child deaths are
occurring due to becoming
mothers at this early age.
Additional District Magis-
trate (Health) Aniruddha
Nandi said that the admin-
istration is conducting all
kinds of campaigns to pre-

vent child marriage. 
Malda Medical College

Vice Principal Prosenjit
Bar said, "We have sent a
report to the higher au-
thorities about the deaths
of 10 children in a single
day in August and 30 new-
borns in the last one
month. However, most of
the newborns were admit-
ted to the maternity ward
of the medical college in
critical condition. Out of so
many newborns, only four
have died after delivery at
the medical college. The
maternity ward has all the
facilities for modern treat-
ment."

Union Minister
Sukanta Majumdar ex-
pressed deep concern over
the deaths of 10 children
at Malda Medical College
Hospital on the same day.
He said, "The incident is
very inhumane and the
Health Department has
started an investigation to
find out if there is any neg-
ligence behind it." He de-
manded strict action
against the culprits.

Nature is life itself, Uluberia's young students
set a precedent by tying Rakhis on trees

Commercial oil production begins in Ashoknagar,
Possibility of a major shift in the industrial landscape

MI News Service, Hooghly:
Three bodies are hanging
in the room, one after an-
other. They are father,
mother, and daughter. The
girl is a minor.Three bodies
were found hanging from a
ceiling fan. The wall of the
house read, 'Rabindranath
is responsible for our
death.' The incident took
place in Dhaniakhali,
Hooghly on Friday. If the
family committed suicide,
why? There is confusion
about it. However, accord-
ing to the suicide note writ-
ten, the police have
arrested the neighbor Ra-
bindranath Murmu, the
owner of the house, Mad-
humita Singharai, her
mother Indrani Singharai
alias Tinku and her hus-
band, son-in-law Joy Sing-
harai. The incident has
created a huge sensation in
the area.

According to police and
local sources, the names of
the deceased are Uttam
Chai, his wife's name is
Rupa Chai and his daugh-
ter's name is Ankita. About
five months ago, the family
came as tenants to a house
in Somaspur Dulepara,

Dhanekhali. They rented
the ground floor of a two-
storey house. It is learnt
that this family was origi-
nally from Dankuni. There
is also a question as to why
they left Dankuni and
started living in
Dhanekhali, Hooghly. After
receiving the news of the
death of her parents and
sister, the eldest daughter
of the family, Madhumita
Pal, identified the body.
There had been no contact
with this girl for four years.

Locals say that even
after a month, this family
did not talk much to the lo-
cals. There was little inter-

action. On Friday morning,
when they did not receive
any response for a long
time, the door was opened.
That's when the three were
seen hanging. The police
were informed. Officials ar-
rived. The bodies were re-
covered and sent for
autopsy. Police's prelimi-
nary assessment suggests a
dispute related to the buy-
ing and selling of the
house. They committed
suicide due to mental de-
pression. The police have
confiscated several docu-
ments. An investigation
into the incident has been
launched.

Bodies of parents and minor daughter recovered
from the house! Sensation in DhaniakhaliMI News Service, East

Burdwan: Mother and son
return home safely after
overcoming the terror of
flash flood in Nepal. It is
learnt that Niamat Sheikh,
a resident of Bhediar Kulti
Para under Ausgram po-
lice station, had gone to
Nepal for treatment of his
mother's eyes. The family
members were in deep
anxiety as the scenes of
the horrific flash flood in
Nepal spread on social
media. Finally, ending
their worries, Niamat
Sheikh returned home
with his mother Asmatara
Bibi on Friday morning.
They left for Nepal on the
night of August 5.

Two return home to
Burdwan from Nepal
after overcoming the
terror of flash flood

Health officials opine that child marriage is
the cause of death for 10 children in Malda! MI News Service, West Bur-

dwan: Mysterious death of
first-year medical student in
Kanksa. Body found hang-
ing from hostel room. Class-
mates came to see his
hanging body after offering
prayers. No suicide note was
found. There is confusion
about how he died. Police
have recovered the body
and sent it for autopsy. The
family has been informed.
Police are investigating the
incident.

According to police and
college sources, the de-
ceased student's name is
Abhishek Kumar. He is 20
years old. He is a resident of
Sitamari area of Bihar. He
was a first year student of
the private medical college
hospital in Rajbandh, Kank-
sha. He was studying while
staying in a hostel. On Fri-
day afternoon, his classmate
and roommate went to offer
prayers. When he returned,
he found the door locked
from inside. There was no
response from Abhishek de-
spite calling him for a long
time. The door was broken
and entered. Then Abhishek
was seen hanging from the
ceiling. He was quickly res-

cued and taken to the hospi-
tal. There, the doctors de-
clared the student dead.

Assistant General Man-
ager of Medical College Hos-
pital, Subhroshankar
Bhattacharya said, "The
student and his classmate
were staying in the hostel.
The classmate had gone to
offer prayers. Upon return-
ing, he called out to him but
received no response. But
the reason for the young
man's death is not known.

Deputy Commissioner
of Asansol Durgapur Police
Commissioner, Raspreet
Singh said, "The body of
the student has been re-
covered from the hostel.
The student's family has
also been informed. The
reason for the death is not
yet known. The investiga-
tion into the incident is un-
derway." The incident has
created a huge sensation
among the students.

MI News Service, New
Delhi:Air India has entered
into an interline partner-
ship with Bhutan's flag car-
rier Drukair-Royal Bhutan
Airlines to offer seamless
travel across their net-
works and strengthen air
connectivity between India
and Bhutan, the airline said
on Wednesday.

The Tata group-owned
airline said the partnership
gives passengers access to
single-ticket itineraries
combining Air India and
Drukair flights, along with
coordinated baggage trans-
fer to their final destina-
tions via Air India's hub at
Delhi's Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Airport.

The arrangement also
offers competitive interline
fares, greater travel flexi-
bility and improved con-
nectivity, Air India said.
With the partnership, the
airline now provides con-
nectivity to nearly all coun-
tries in the South Asian
Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC) re-
gion through its own or
partner network.

Besides India and
Bhutan, SAARC comprises
Pakistan, Bangladesh,
Nepal, Afghanistan, Mal-
dives and Sri Lanka.

Under the agreement,
Air India passengers can
travel to Paro in Bhutan via
Delhi from across the air-
line's international net-
work. They can also access
onward Drukair services
from Paro to Bumthang,
Gelephu and Yonphula.

"Our partnership with
Drukair reinforces our
commitment to strengthen-
ing connectivity across the
SAARC region, which we
consider our extended
home market. Bhutan is a

valued part of this region,
and we are happy to enable
easy access to Bhutan for
our guests and look for-
ward to welcoming
Drukair's passengers onto
Air India's extensive do-
mestic and global net-
work," said Nipun
Aggarwal, Chief Commer-
cial Officer, Air India.

The partnership also
gives Drukair passengers
access to Air India's exten-
sive domestic network
through Delhi, Guwahati
and Kolkata. Key destina-
tions include Bengaluru,
Mumbai and Kochi.

The arrangement fur-
ther connects passengers to
major international desti-
nations, including Paris
Charles de Gaulle, Colombo,
Newark, Frankfurt, New
York (JFK), London
(Heathrow), Melbourne,
San Francisco, Sydney,
Toronto Pearson and Van-
couver, Air India said.

"This partnership
marks a significant mile-
stone for Drukair as we
continue to strengthen our
global connectivity and en-
hance the travel experience
for our passengers," said
Tandi Wangchuk, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of Drukair.

Through the interline
partnership, Drukair-Royal
Bhutan Airlines customers
will gain access to key inter-
national markets and im-
proved connectivity across
India and beyond, he added.

An interline agreement
allows partner airlines to
issue and accept tickets for
flights operated by each
other. It enables passengers
to book connecting flights
under a single itinerary,
with the operating airlines'
flight numbers included on
the ticket.

AI mulls to expand INDIA-BHUTAN flight connectivity

Mysterious death of a medical student in
Kanksa! Body recovered from hostel room

MI News Service, New
Delhi: India is negotiating
free trade agreements
(FTAs) with at least 8-9
more groups of countries
and individual nations,
which together could add
another USD 15 trillion to
the economies covered by
its trade pacts, Commerce
and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said.

Goyal said India's ex-
panding network of FTAs
would eventually cover
about 75 per cent of global
trade, helping the country
become a trusted partner
in global value chains.

Addressing business
representatives from India
and Japan, Goyal said
India has a large domestic
market and is increasingly
opening its economy to the
world. The country has
signed nine FTAs in the
last four years, covering
economies with a com-
bined GDP of USD 60 tril-
lion and 38 developed
countries, he said.

Earlier trade agree-
ments with countries in-
cluding Japan and South
Korea, as well as the
Asean region, have opened
access to another USD 10
trillion of GDP, according
to Goyal.

"So today India opens
up the doors to preferen-
tial market access to USD
70 trillion of economy. We
are in negotiations with at
least 8 or 9 other groups of
countries or countries
which will add another
USD 15 trillion.

"Basically 75 per cent
of global trade will be cov-
ered through our free
trade agreements, opening
India to become a part of
the global value chain as a
trusted partner," he said
here.

Goyal is leading a busi-
ness delegation of more
than 200 representatives
in Tokyo to strengthen
trade and investment ties
between India and Japan.

India in trade talks with 
8-9 more nations: GOYAL

MI News Service,
Bhubaneswar, 28 August
2026: JOCKEY, India’s
leading innerwear and ap-
parel brand, has strength-
ened its retail presence in
Odisha with the inaugura-
tion of its new Flagship
Store at Janpath,
Bhubaneswar.

The showroom was in-
augurated by Mr. Ankur
Sharma, Chief Retail Offi-
cer, in the presence of Mr.
Tanmay Biswas, DGM –
Operations, East.

With this addition,
JOCKEY now has 12 stores
in Bhubaneswar and 27
stores across Odisha.

The new flagship store
showcases JOCKEY’s latest
collections, including

Bonded Innerwear, NFB
POP, Disney and Marvel,
along with a wide range of
innerwear, athleisure, ac-
tivewear, sleepwear and
everyday apparel for men,
women and kids.

The franchise is owned
and operated by SGBL
Group, a diversified busi-
ness group with over 20
years of extensive experi-
ence in the retail sector.
With a strong understand-

ing of the Odisha market
and a well-established re-
tail network, SGBL Group
continues to expand its
presence across leading
retail categories.

The store combines
JOCKEY’s signature com-
fort, quality and innova-
tion with a modern
shopping experience,
bringing the brand’s latest
styles and collections
closer to customers.

JOCKEY Expands Retail Presence in Odisha with New Flagship Store in Bhubaneswar
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MI News Service, Kolkata:   As 
part of the Indian Railways’ con-
tinuous efforts to strengthen di-
saster preparedness and improve 
emergency response capabilities, 
Sealdah Division conducted a 
full-scale mock drill at Kankinara 
today. The exercise was designed 
to test the readiness of railway 
teams in collaboration with NDRF, 
State Govt. and other volunteer 
organisation in responding quick-
ly and effectively to a major train 
accident.

 The mock scenario involved a 
passenger train no- *00351 Seal-
dah-Lalgola Passenger* arriving 
on Line No. 1 at Kankinara sta-
tion. After the train arrived, the 
On-Duty Station Master failed to 
secure the Point. Meanwhile, an-
other train approached the sta-
tion and the Driver failed to obey 
the Signal and passed at Danger. 
The approaching train came into 
conflict with the passenger train 
standing on Line No. 1, resulting 
in a simulated collision.

As part of the consequence, 
one coach of the passenger train 
derailed while another coach 
capsized. The situation required 

a coordinated rescue operation, 
with passengers trapped at differ-
ent locations inside the damaged 
coaches.

Immediately after the simulat-
ed accident, rescue teams of Seal-
dah Division and National Disaster 
Response Force (NDRF) swung 
into action. A total of 20 virtu-
al(Dummy) passengers were evac-
uated from the affected coaches 
and provided appropriate medical 
attention. Those shown as seri-

ously injured during the exercise 
were shifted to Naihati, Jagaddal 
State Gen Hospital, and B.N.Bose 
Hospital, for further treatment. In 
this collision reported 01 nos of 
Death and 05 nos of heavy injured 
and 07 nos minor injured.

A major focus of the exer-
cise was on rescuing passengers 
trapped inside badly damaged 
coaches. The teams demonstrat-
ed how modern rescue equip-
ment can be used to safely cut 

through coach structures and 
create access points for evacua-
tion. The operation involved the 
use of advanced equipment such 
as high-capacity cutters, separa-
tors and plasma cutting tools, etc.. 
giving the rescue personnel an op-
portunity to practice working un-
der conditions similar to an actual 
emergency.

The joint exercise commenced 
at 17:00 hrs and continued 
through different stages of rescue, 
medical assistance, evacuation 
and restoration. At 18:26 hrs, the 
emergency situation was declared 
under control and the mock drill 
was formally concluded after the 
complete restoration of the site.

The exercise witnessed active 
participation from around 35 
NDRF personnel, Divisional Disas-
ter Rescue Team, 23 Civil Defence 
personnel and 08 Fire Brigade 
personnel took part in the rescue 
operation. In addition, 07 doctors, 
36 paramedical staff, 29 members 
of St. John Ambulance Associa-
tion, 31 Scouts & Guides and 75 
RPF personnel actively participat-
ed in the exercise.

The drill was conducted under 

the inspiring leadership of Shri 
Rajeev Saxena, DRM/Sealdah. Shri 
Sujit Kumar Sinha, Sr. DSO, along 
with other concerned Divisional 
Officers, actively participated in 
and monitored the exercise.

The main objective of the 
mock drill was to assess the ac-
cident alertness and emergency 
preparedness of all participat-
ing teams, identify possible gaps 
in the response mechanism and 
strengthen coordination among 
the Railway, NDRF and other 
emergency response teams. The 
exercise also provided an op-
portunity to practically test and 
evaluate the Standard Operating 
Procedures (SOPs) to be followed 
during a real disaster.

Division Railway Manager Sri 
Rajeev Saxena said that, such full-
scale exercises are an important 
part of railway safety prepared-
ness. They help personnel remain 
ready for unforeseen situations 
and ensure that, in the event of an 
actual emergency, rescue, evac-
uation, medical assistance and 
restoration can be carried out in 
a coordinated, timely and effective 
manner.

MI News Service, Guwahati:   
Drugs worth Rs 400 crore have 
been destroyed in Assam within the 
first 100 days of the present BJP-
led regime, Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma said on Friday.

The contraband was destroyed 
using the state’s first dedicated 
narcotics incinerator in Nalbari 
district.

"Tick tock on the clock, the 
crackdown doesn’t stop. 100 days, 
100% action," Sarma said in a post 
on X.

Resolving to “end Assam being 
used as a transit route for drugs”, 
the Assam government on Sunday 
kicked off a campaign to destroy 
seized narcotic substances worth 
over Rs 400 crore, with Chief Min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sarma flag-
ging it off by driving a road roller 
over hundreds of seized cough syr-
up bottles.

According to the Assam Police, 
seized narcotics worth Rs 472.51 
crore are being destroyed in dif-

ferent parts of the state. Of these, 
drugs worth around Rs 300 crore 
are being destroyed at the 14th 
Assam Police Battalion campus in 
Nalbari district, which has been 
equipped with an incinerator for 
the purpose.

The Assam Chief Minister said 
on Friday  that  the emergence of 
a new drug trafficking corridor 
from Myanmar through Arunachal 
Pradesh's Changlang district to 
Tinsukia in Assam has been a 
matter of grave concern for upper 
Assam.

Speaking to reports here, Sarma 
said, "Earlier, drugs had been com-
ing from Myanmar to the Moreh, 
Manipur route. But now a new 
route has emerged from Myan-
mar through Arunachal Pradesh's 
Changlang district to Tinsukia. The 
drug peddlers who were recently 
arrested revealed the new route of 
drug trade."

Sarma said the development 
was a "very worrying signal" for 

Upper Assam and underlined the 
need for sustained enforcement 
along the emerging corridor.

Sarma informed that the state 
has intensified its crackdown on 
narcotics and seized significant 
quantities of drugs in recent weeks.

"We have recently seized around 
Rs 80 crore worth of drugs which 
were ready to transport to Punjab. 
It's one of the big consignments of 
drugs seized by the department. 
The drug menace has been in-
creasing on a daily basis," Sarma 

said.
Sharing on X, Sarma said, 

"Wary of our relentless crackdown 
on drugs, the mafia is now at-
tempting a new route from Myan-
mar through Arunachal Pradesh. 
Let this be a clear warning: routes 

may change, but our resolve will 
not. We will hunt down every drug 
network and strike hard wherever 
they operate."

Myanmar is the world's largest 
producer of illicit opium and has 
been a significant cog in the trans-
national drug trade since World 
War II.

According to the UNODC, it was 
estimated that in 2005 opium was 
cultivated in an area of 430 km2 
(167 sq mi) in Myanmar. Opium 
and heroin base produced in north-
eastern Myanmar are transported 
by horse and donkey caravans to 
refineries along the Thailand-Bur-
ma border for conversion to heroin 
and heroin base.

The Golden Triangle is a remote 
border region where Thailand, 
Myanmar, and Laos meet, histori-
cally known as one of the world's 
largest hubs for illicit opium and 
heroin production.

"The drugs which were pro-
duced mostly in the drug factories 
in Myanmar were trafficked in 
India through Arunachal Pradesh 
because it shares a border with 
Myanmar. Now, Changlang has 
emerged as one of the routes from 
where the drugs entered India," 
said an official.

Recently, the Arunachal Pradesh 
government started a massive 
crackdown against illicit drugs and 
arrested many peddlers who were 

directly involved in the trade. 
The historic Stilwell Road 

(connecting Assam, Myanmar, 
and China) has long faced con-
cerns regarding its potential use 
for unlawful activities, including 
cross-border drug trafficking and 
criminal movement, due to the re-
mote, rugged, and porous terrain 
it traverses. Experts said that that 
route was earlier used for drug 
trafficking and other criminal ac-
tivities

MI News Service, Kolkata:  To clear 
the extra rush of passengers during the 
Shravani Mela & ensuing Puja, Railways 
has decided to continue the service of 
train number 03407/03408 Bhagalpur – 
Katihar – Bhagalpur Unreserved Special 
up to 30.11.2026. The special train will 
continue to operate with its existing tim-
ings & stoppages to handle the increased 
passenger volume effectively.

Under the extended service, train 
number 03407 Bhagalpur – Katihar 
Unreserved Special will depart from 
Bhagalpur daily at 07:00 hrs and reach 
Katihar Junction at 13:00 hrs on the 
same day. In the return direction, train 
number 03408 Katihar – Bhagalpur Un-
reserved Special will depart from Katihar 
Junction daily at 14:10 hrs and arrive at 
Bhagalpur at 20:20 hrs on the same day.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  Cele-
brating the beautiful bonds of warmth, 
care, and togetherness, Eastern Railway 
today marked the auspicious occasion 
of Raksha Bandhan in a grand event 
organized at its Headquarters in Fairlie 
Place, where Ms. Gitika Pandey, General 
Manager, Eastern Railway, led the fes-
tivities alongside members of the East-
ern Railway Bharat Scouts and Guides, 
sharing threads of affection, joyous mo-
ments, and heartfelt festive cheer with 
the entire Eastern Railway family.

The day’s events extended beyond 
traditional celebrations with a dedicated 
Interactive Session on Women Empow-
erment hosted at the Udisha Auditorium 
Hall, Fairlie Place, which Ms. Gitika Pan-
dey inaugurated by lighting the ceremo-
nial lamp in the presence of Dr. Mahua 
Verma, Principal Chief Personnel Officer 
(PCPO), Eastern Railway. During her 
keynote address to the gathering, the 
General Manager focused on profession-
al growth, workplace well-being, and 
encouraging female staff to share their 
experiences, perspectives, and sugges-
tions in an open dialogue. Demonstrat-
ing a strong commitment to supporting 
talent and encouraging sports excel-
lence, Ms. Gitika Pandey presented a 
specialized track cycle to Triyasha Paul, 

an accomplished track cyclist who will 
represent India at the Asian Games in 
Japan later this year, and presented ar-
rows to medal-winning archers Soniya 
Thakur and Laxmi Hembrom in recogni-
tion of their outstanding achievements.

Furthering its focus on holistic em-
ployee welfare, Eastern Railway an-
nounced a series of impactful future 
initiatives and workshops, including 
Art of Living sessions for mind-body 
wellness, targeted wealth and health 
management programs for employees 
due to superannuate, specialized wealth 
management advice paired with prac-
tical nutrition tips for women employ-
ees, workshops on Sexual Harassment 
awareness, and sessions dedicated to 
Mental Health issues. To provide direct 
support, a specialized Counseling Room 
is being set up for one-to-one mental 
health counseling for any employee re-
quiring assistance, while physical work-
place amenities are also being upgraded 
through the augmentation of the Ladies 
Tiffin Room facilities at Fairlie Place and 
the active identification of suitable space 
for a new Ladies Tiffin Room in the New 
Koilaghat Building.

The joyous celebration and empow-
ering interactive sessions concluded 
successfully in the presence of all Princi-

pal Heads of Departments (PHODs), who 
joined together to embrace the spirit of 
togetherness, cherished bonds, and mu-
tual support.

"Raksha Bandhan represents our 
shared commitment to care, dignity, 
and mutual support, values that drive 
Eastern Railway’s dedication to both 
our commuters and our extended rail-
way family," stated Shri Shibram Majhi, 
Chief Public Relations Officer, Eastern 
Railway.

MI News Service, Bhubaneswar:  In view of the forthcoming Ganesh Puja 
and Vishwakarma Puja Angul–Puri–Angul MEMU will have an additional stop-
page at Janakadeipur PH temporarily, from 28 August to 20 October 2026. Ac-
cordingly, Train No. 68421 Angul–Puri MEMU and Train No. 68422 Puri–Angul 
MEMU will have a temporary stoppage at Janakadeipur PH during this period, 
providing greater convenience to passengers travelling to and from the area. 
The temporary stoppage has been permitted to facilitate passenger movement 
during the upcoming festive occasions. For updated train information, passen-
gers may visit the National Train Enquiry System (NTES) or use official railway 
enquiry services before commencing their journey.

Nation

Sealdah Division Conducts Full-Scale Mock Drill at 
Kankinara to Strengthen Emergency Preparedness

Drugs worth Rs 400 cr destroyed in Assam in 100 days

Continuation Of 
Bhagalpur – Katihar 
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served Special Train
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Axis Bank celebrates India's National Sports Day, proudly
supporting 1,100+ athletes, coaches and Sports Professionals
Marking the National Sports
Day 2026, Axis Bank, one of
the largest private sector
banks in India, celebrates
India's steady emergence as a
sporting power and is proud
to contribute to its growth
through strategic partner-
ships with leading sporting
institutions of the country.
Such partnerships have
already supported around
1,100 athletes, para-athletes,
coaches, and other profes-
sionals within a span of less
than 3 years. 

Sport has been one of the
key focus areas for Axis
Bank's CSR strategy, since the
launch of its first program
under this theme in FY 2024-
25. Working with leading
institutions in Indian sports,
the Bank's initiatives range
from supporting athlete train-
ing and development, greater
integration and adoption of
sports science and medicine,
to creating world class sports
infrastructure that will serve
Indian sports for decades to
come. 

This year's National
Sports Day comes in the wake
of India's strong performance
at the 23rd Commonwealth
Games in Glasgow, where the
country won 39 medals,

including 13 golds. At the
Games, 14 of the 20 athletes
supported under the Bank's
partnership with OGQ
secured medals for India
across four sports, including
9 Gold medals. Among the
medal winners were Judokas
Yamini Mourya (Silver-
Women's 57 Kg category) and
Unnati Sharma (Bronze -
Women's 63 Kg category),
who train under the Axis
Bank Judo Development
Programme in partnership
with Inspire Institute of Sport
(IIS).

Speaking on the occasion,
Vijay Mulbagal, Group Head -
Wholesale Bank Coverage,
Corporate Salary,
Sustainability & CSR, Axis
Bank, said, "Sport has the
power to inspire, unite and
shape the aspirations of an
entire nation. It goes beyond
just performance or winning
medals; it helps build
resilience, foster discipline,
and develop character espe-
cially among children and
youth. Through our work
with the country's leading
sports organizations across
various Olympic and
Paralympic disciplines, we
aim to contribute not only to
fostering more opportunities

for both emerging talent as
well as India's top athletes,
but also creating world class
infrastructure that can serve
Indian sports for a long time."

Since 2024-25, Axis Bank
has been supporting OGQ,
one of India's leading high-
performance sports develop-
ment programmes, running
in partnership with the
Foundation for Promotion of
Sports and Games (FPSG). In
FY 2025-26 alone, OGQ sup-
ported 468 athletes and para-
athletes across 11 Olympic

and nine Paralympic disci-
plines, towards improving
access to coaching, sports sci-
ence, nutrition, physiothera-
py, competition exposure and
other support services. The
programme also helps devel-
op emerging talent at acade-
mies supported by OGQ.

The Bank's focus on talent
development has also deliv-
ered encouraging results in
judo. The Axis Bank Judo
Development Programme,
implemented in partnership
with the Inspire Institute of

Sport (IIS), supports female
judokas from Manipur, a
hotbed for judo talent in
India.  The Axis Bank Judo
Development Programme
currently trains 560 young
judokas in Manipur, including
47 promising female athletes
who receive fully residential
scholarships and advanced
training at IIS, Karnataka.
Structured coaching, compe-
tition exposure, sports sci-
ence and international train-
ing opportunities are nurtur-
ing the next generation of
Indian judo talent. Notably,
Judoka Linthoi Chanambam
became the first Indian judo-
ka ever to win a medal at the
Junior World Championships,
held at Lima, Peru in 2025.

The Bank is also commit-
ted to building world class
sporting infrastructure in
India. The Bank has part-
nered with the Lakshya
Shooting Club to establish the
'Axis Bank Lakshya Shooting
Club High Performance
Centre' in Navi Mumbai. This
state-of-the-art facility is ded-
icated exclusively to shooting
and serves as an integrated
training hub for talent identi-
fication, athlete development,
elite performance training
and community engagement.

Notably, the Bank has also
partnered with the GoSports
Foundation to establish the
'Axis Bank-GoSports
Foundation The Performance
Institute' (AGTPI) at the
Centre for Sports Excellence,
Bengaluru. The institute shall
focus on advancing India's
domestic capabilities in
sports science, medicine,
research, and innovation.

The Bank has recently
announced its partnership
with the Sanjeeva Singh
Archery Institute Trust
(SSAIT) to establish the 'Axis
Bank Sanjeeva Singh Olympic
Archery Centre' at Deoria,
eastern Uttar Pradesh.
Envisioned as the first fully-
integrated Olympic-standard
archery centre in rural India,
the centre shall bring togeth-
er world-class training facili-
ties, sports science, residen-
tial infrastructure and educa-
tion on a single campus.

On this National Sports
Day, Axis Bank, together with
its partners, salutes India's
athletes, coaches, mentors
and all the professionals in
the sporting ecosystem whose
passion, perseverance and
determination continue to
shape the present and future
of Indian sports.

MUMBAI : Quantum Mutual Fund today announced the launch
of Quantum Flexi Cap Fund, an open ended dynamic equity
scheme investing across large cap, mid cap,  small cap stocks.
The New Fund Offer (NFO) opens on August 21, 2026, and clos-
es on September 4, 2026. The scheme will re-open for contin-
uous sale and repurchase on September 11, 2026.

The Quantum Flexi Cap Fund (the Fund) seeks to generate
long-term capital appreciation by investing across market cap-
italisations through a research-driven, bottom-up stock selec-
tion process. The Fund combines Quantum's long-standing dis-
ciplined investment philosophy with a Growth at a Reasonable
Price (GARP) approach , enabling the investment team to
dynamically allocate across large, mid and small cap compa-
nies based on growth opportunities and relative valuations.

The Fund's investment philosophy is centred on identifying
Profit Pool Shifts-structural changes in how value and profits
are distributed across an industry's value chain and capturing
it through flexibility. Rather than analysing sectors in isolation,
Quantum's research framework evaluates how industry eco-
nomics evolve and where profits are likely to migrate over
time. Such shifts may be driven by disruption, consolidation,
changing consumer preferences or regulatory developments,
creating opportunities for businesses that are well positioned
to benefit.

The investment process follows a disciplined bottom-up
approach that evaluates business quality, management capa-
bility, sustainability of earnings and corporate governance
before assessing valuations. The fund managers will seek busi-
nesses offering growth potential, sustainable business models
and reasonable valuations, while maintaining a diversified
portfolio across sectors and market capitalisations.

The Flexi Cap Fund category provides the flexibility to cap-
ture these opportunities wherever they emerge across  large
cap, mid cap or small cap companies . Guided by a Growth at
a Reasonable Price (GARP) investment approach, the fund
aims to invest in companies at favourable inflection points,
backed by strong governance, sustainable earnings growth,
healthy balance sheets and reasonable valuations, while
reducing exposure when valuations reflect excessive optimism.

The fund will be managed by Mr. Chirag Mehta, Chief
Investment Officer, along with Mr. Ketan Gujarathi, Fund
Manager - Equity.

Commenting on the launch, Chirag Mehata, CIO & Fund
Manager of this fund said, "India is witnessing multiple struc-
tural transformations driven by rising aspirations, formalisa-
tion of the economy, technological disruption, policy reforms
and changing consumer preferences. These trends are contin-
uously reshaping industry profit pools and creating new invest-
ment opportunities. The  Fund is designed to identify such
structural shifts through  fundamental research and invest in
high-quality businesses available at reasonable valuations. Our
objective is to build a diversified portfolio that can compound
wealth over the long term while remaining true to Quantum's
disciplined investment philosophy."

KOLKATA : Ai+ Smartphone
announced Nova 2 Power 5G,
the newest addition to its
Nova 2 Series, through
Project Open Review 2.0,
revealing the device's design,
colourways and chipset
ahead of its market debut.
The programme invites
reviewers, creators, journal-
ists, technology enthusiasts
and ethical hackers to inde-
pendently put Nova 2 Power
to the test before it reaches
consumers. 

Building on the first edi-
tion of Project Open Review,
which drew more than 700
registrations, Open Review
2.0 expands participation to
include ethical hackers for
the first time, reflecting Ai+'s
commitment to building Trust
through Transparency before
the product reaches the end
consumer. 

With Nova 2 Power, Ai+
Smartphone is introducing a
smartphone built around two
defining ideas - "Design that
inspires and Power that out-
lasts." The design story
comes to life through two
striking dual Colour Fusion
finishes: Golden Blue Fusion,
which brings together muted
gold and deep navy blue in a
fluid gradient that shifts from
understated warmth to a
deeper, bolder tone; and Blue
Fusion, which transitions
from cool ocean blue to vivid
sunset orange for a younger,
more expressive visual identi-
ty. Rather than treating
colour as a surface-level
addition, the design language
brings contrasting tones
together in a dual flowing fin-
ish, giving Nova 2 Power a
distinctive and recognisable
identity. The approach is
designed for consumers who
increasingly see their smart-
phone not just as a technolo-
gy device, but as an extension
of their personal style.

Under the hood, Nova 2
Power runs on the MediaTek
Dimensity 7100, built on a
6nm process designed to
deliver a balance of sustained

performance and power effi-
ciency. 

Madhav Sheth, CEO, Ai+
Smartphone and Founder,
NxtQuantum Shift
Technologies, said, "Nova 2
Power represents the next
evolution of the Nova Series
bringing together perform-
ance and a design identity
that is distinctly its own. The
Dimensity 7100 gives it the
performance foundation,
while our new Colour Fusion
finishes allow the device to
stand out beyond specifica-
tions. But we also believe a
product should earn confi-
dence before it asks con-
sumers for it. With Project
Open Review 2.0, we are put-
ting the Nova 2 Power to test
before it reaches the end con-
sumer"

Under Project Open
Review 2.0, participants will
get early, independent access
to evaluate Nova 2 Power
across all the specs and over-
all user experience. The
process is entirely unscripted,
with no expectation of a
favourable verdict. Nova 2
Power runs on NxtQuantum
OS, Ai+ Smartphone's mobile
operating system, and
extends the Nova Series into
a more performance and
design-led territory. 

Further details on Nova 2
Power, including additional
specifications, pricing and
availability, will be
announced closer to its con-
sumer launch. 

About Ai+ Smartphone
Ai+ Smartphone is an

Indian technology brand
delivering high-performance,
accessible mobile experi-
ences powered by
NxtQuantum OS - India's first
sovereign mobile operating
system. By combining clean
design, long battery life and
privacy-first software across
its smartphone and
Connected AIoT ecosystem,
Ai+ Smartphone is establish-
ing a new standard for trust,
performance and user-owned
technology.

Ai+ Rolls Out New Software Update for Nova 2 Ultra,

Focused on Camera Experience, Performance & Security 
KOLKATA : Ai+ Smartphone
today announced the rollout
of Nova_2_Ultra_SW_V10
( b u i l d
Nova_2_Ultra_SW_V10_2026
0823) for the Ai+ Nova 2
Ultra, focused on enhancing
camera stability, connectivity,
and the overall system expe-
rience. The update is part of
Ai+ Smartphone's ongoing
effort to refine the user expe-
rience through continuous
software optimisation and
feedback-led improvements. 

Key Updates
Refined Bokeh Algorithm

for Natural Portraits - The
Nova 2 Ultra's camera algo-
rithm has been optimised for
smoother, more natural back-
ground blur, helping deliver a
more refined portrait photog-
raphy experience. The update
also addresses an intermit-
tent connectivity-loss issue
that could occur when trig-

gering the bokeh blur algo-
rithm, making the experience
more consistent.

Enhanced Fluidity Across
the UI - Optimisations to
scrolling, app animations,
app switching and system
navigation deliver a smoother
and more responsive interac-
tion experience across the
device.

August Security Patch &
Stability Improvements - The
update includes the latest
August security patch, along
with fixes for app crashes,
unresponsiveness and other
stability issues, supporting a
more reliable overall experi-
ence.

With this update, Ai+ con-
tinues to invest in the soft-

ware experience of its flag-
ship device, refining camera
performance, system fluidity
and reliability through ongo-
ing updates. The update is
rolling out to Nova 2 Ultra
users starting today and can
be downloaded via Settings >
System > Software Update >
Check for Updates.

About Ai+ Smartphone
Ai+ Smartphone is an

Indian technology brand
delivering high-performance,
accessible mobile experi-
ences powered by
NxtQuantum OS - India's first
sovereign mobile operating
system. By combining clean
design, long battery life and
privacy-first software across
its smartphone and
Connected AIoT ecosystem,
Ai+ Smartphone is establish-
ing a new standard for trust,
performance and user-owned
technology.

Aditya Birla Capital Enters Gold Loan Business;
Launches Dedicated Branch in Muzaffarpur 
MUZAFFARPUR : The NBFC
business of Aditya Birla
Capital Limited (‘ABCL’), one
of India's leading diversified
financial services companies,
today announced its entry
into the Gold Loan business
with the launch of a dedicated
branch in Muzaffarpur. The
launch marks an important
addition to Aditya Birla
Capital’s comprehensive port-
folio of financial solutions and
reinforces its commitment to
providing customers with
transparent, secure and con-
venient access to organised
gold-backed credit. 

Bihar is emerging as a
high-potential market for
organised gold lending. Its
large population, increasing

financial inclusion, relatively
lower penetration of organ-
ised gold loan providers and
rising demand for formal
secured credit offer consider-
able headroom for organised
lenders.   As one of North
Bihar's leading commercial
and trading centres,
Muzaffarpur is an important
market for ABCL's initial roll-
out. 

Designed around trust and
transparency, Aditya Birla
Capital’s Gold Loan proposi-
tion combines a dedicated
branch-led service model
with the convenience of digi-
tal engagement. The offering
provides transparent pricing,
secure handling of pledged
jewellery and a simplified

borrowing journey for diverse
customer segments across
urban and semi-urban mar-
kets. 

Speaking on the launch,
Mr. Rakesh Singh, Executive
Director and Chief Executive
Officer - NBFC, Aditya Birla
Capital Limited said, “The
launch of our gold loan busi-
ness marks another impor-
tant milestone in Aditya Birla
Capital's journey of building a
comprehensive and cus-
tomer-centric financial serv-
ices ecosystem.
Muzaffarpur's role as a key
commercial centre in North
Bihar and its growing
demand for organised finan-
cial services make it an
important market for our

gold loan business. Our
planned rollout reflects our
commitment to making trust-
ed, transparent and conven-
ient secured lending solutions
more accessible through a
seamless omnichannel expe-
rience, backed by strong gov-
ernance, operational excel-
lence and the trust associated
with Aditya Birla Capital. As
we strengthen our presence
in Muzaffarpur, we look for-
ward to building long-term
customer relationships by
addressing the evolving
financial needs of customers
across the city and neigh-
bouring markets.” 

Aditya Birla Capital’s Gold
Loan offering will cater to
diverse customer segments

across urban and semi-urban
markets in Muzaffarpur,
while further strengthening
the company’s diversified
portfolio of financial solu-
tions. ABCL and its sub-
sidiaries/JVs have a nation-
wide network of over 1,759
branches, and their consoli-
dated lending book crossed
Rs. 2.19 Lakh Crore as of
June 30, 2026. The phased
rollout of the gold loan busi-
ness will expand access to
trusted and convenient
secured lending solutions
across Bihar. 

Aditya Birla Capital-NBFC
business serves as a key
growth engine and ranks
among the top five, AAA rated
diversified NBFCs in India. It

offers a comprehensive suite
of secured and unsecured
lending solutions tailored for
retail, SME, and corporates
across four core verticals of
personal and consumer loans,
unsecured business loans,
secured business loans, and
corporate/mid-market loans.
In FY26, the NBFC AUM grew
27% YoY to Rs. 1,59,916
Crore, with retail and SME
comprising ~ 68% of AUM,
while disbursements grew
25% to Rs. 84,204 Crore and
profit before tax grew 20% to
Rs. 4,023 Crore. The growth
momentum continued in Q1
FY27 with AUM rising 28%
YoY to Rs. 1,67,456 Crore,
disbursements increasing
34% to Rs. 21,201 Crore, and

DARBHANGA : The NBFC
business of Aditya Birla
Capital Limited (‘ABCL’), one
of India's leading diversified
financial services companies,
today announced its entry
into the Gold Loan business
with the launch of a dedicated
branch in Darbhanga. The
launch marks an important
addition to Aditya Birla
Capital’s comprehensive port-
folio of financial solutions and
reinforces its commitment to
providing customers with
transparent, secure and con-
venient access to organised
gold-backed credit. 

Bihar is emerging as a
high-potential market for
organised gold lending. Its
large population, increasing
financial inclusion, relatively
lower penetration of organ-
ised gold loan providers and

rising demand for formal
secured credit offer consider-
able headroom for organised
lenders. As an important
commercial and educational
centre of the Mithila region,
Darbhanga is a key market
for ABCL's initial rollout. 

Designed around trust and
transparency, Aditya Birla
Capital’s Gold Loan proposi-
tion combines a dedicated
branch-led service model
with the convenience of digi-
tal engagement. The offering
provides transparent pricing,
secure handling of pledged
jewellery and a simplified
borrowing journey for diverse
customer segments across
urban and semi-urban mar-
kets.  

Speaking on the launch,
Mr. Rakesh Singh, Executive
Director and Chief Executive

Officer-NBFC, Aditya Birla
Capital Limited said, “The
launch of our gold loan busi-
ness marks another impor-

tant milestone in Aditya Birla
Capital's journey of building a
comprehensive and cus-
tomer-centric financial serv-

ices ecosystem. Darbhanga's
importance as a key commer-
cial and educational centre in
the Mithila region, coupled
with the growing demand for
organised financial services,
makes it an important market
for our gold loan business.
Our planned rollout reflects
our commitment to making
trusted, transparent and con-
venient secured lending solu-
tions more accessible through
a seamless omnichannel
experience, backed by strong
governance, operational
excellence and the trust asso-
ciated with Aditya Birla
Capital. As we strengthen our
presence in Darbhanga, we
look forward to building long-
term customer relationships
by addressing the evolving
financial needs of customers
across the city and neigh-

bouring markets.” 
Aditya Birla Capital’s Gold

Loan offering will cater to
diverse customer segments
across urban and semi-urban
markets in Darbhanga, while
further strengthening the
company’s diversified portfo-
lio of financial solutions.
ABCL and its subsidiaries/JVs
have a nationwide network of
over 1,759 branches, and
their consolidated lending
book crossed Rs. 2.19 Lakh
Crore as of June 30, 2026.
The phased rollout of the gold
loan business will expand
access to trusted and conven-
ient secured lending solutions
across Bihar.  

Aditya Birla Capital-NBFC
business serves as a key
growth engine and ranks
among the top five, AAA rated
diversified NBFCs in India. 

Ai+ Smartphone Announces
Nova 2 Power through
Project Open Review 2.0,
Unveiling a Bold New Design
and Powerful Performance

Quantum Mutual Fund
Launches Quantum
Flexi Cap Fund

ADITYA BIRLA CAPITAL ENTERS GOLD LOAN BUSINESS;
LAUNCHES DEDICATED BRANCH IN DARBHANGA 
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MI News Service, Kathmandu:
Nepal is facing the risk of a sec-
ondary flash flood after debris
from an ice-rock avalanche that
may have triggered deadly flood-
ing accumulated at a river conflu-
ence, creating a temporary dam,
a senior cryosphere specialist at
the International Centre for Inte-
grated Mountain Development
(ICIMOD) has warned.

The term cryosphere refers to
parts of the Earth's surface cov-
ered by frozen water.

As of Friday, more than 547
people had died in flash floods in
Nepal and Tibet, with nearly
1,000 still reported missing as
search and rescue operations
continued for a third day.

Researchers from ICIMOD,
based near Kathmandu, are in-
vestigating whether an ice-rock
avalanche originating at a high-
altitude location may have trig-
gered the floods.

"This is basically an ice and
rock avalanche. So, as per current
understanding, there is a detach-
ment of the bedrock, which
means that the bedrock from
below the glacier is detached from
its position and came down to the
valley that created this disaster,"
said Mohd Farooq Azam, a senior
cryosphere specialist at ICIMOD.

"This debris that came down
with this flash flood is now also

accumulating at the river conflu-
ence, where there is temporary
damming at the moment. This
dam is collecting water, and it is
expected that over the next three
days, there will be more water
collected in this temporary pond
or lake. So, there are chances that
there may be some secondary
flash flood in this valley," he said.

Azam noted that it was also
possible that the lake could
breach gradually, allowing water
to be released without causing an-
other flash flood.

Drawing similarities with flash
floods that hit Uttarakhand's
Chamoli in February 2021, Azam
said, "I would say that this is the
same kind of situation when in

Chamoli, some mass came down
and blocked the Rishi Ganga river
for some time."

"Fortunately, the secondary
lake that developed breached
slowly without any flash flood. So,
let us hope that there is no sec-
ondary flash flood (in Nepal) be-
cause of (a) sudden breach of this
temporary lake," the cryosphere
specialist said.

Nepal has issued a fresh flood
warning after the water level at
the site of the flash floods in-
creased. The National Disaster
Risk Reduction and Management
Authority (NDRRMA) said a rise in
water levels at the same site in-
creased the risk of another flood
in the area.

Even a small secondary flash
flood could be more devastating
as the valley is "already much
more vulnerable and very sensi-
tive", Azam cautioned.

Asked whether such disasters
could be prevented, Azam said, "It
is difficult to say that such disas-
ters can be prevented, but there
are several disasters where we
understand in advance that there
may be a disaster. Specifically,
when we talk about glacial lake
outburst floods, because these
lakes are very much visible and
they are expanding."

An assessment of a glacial
lake can indicate whether it is po-
tentially dangerous, he explained.
"In that case, if we are basically
monitoring the lake and we are
sharing the data, then it helps to
develop some strategy at regional
scale," Azam said.

Azam highlighted that flash
floods or glacial lake outburst floods
occurring upstream do not recog-
nise borders and can travel down
river, affecting other countries.

"In this particular case, we 
see that the disaster happened 
in the Nepal Himalaya and 
downstream, it immediately en-
tered into the Tibetan boundary,
where it hit the infrastructure
there and then again it came
down towards Nepal," the cryos-
phere specialist said.

MI News Service, Tehran:
Iran left the door open to
diplomacy on Friday, six
months into a war with the
United States that has up-
ended the Middle East, but
only if Washington abandons
its pressure campaign.

"Putting diplomacy
back on track isn't impos-
sible. It hinges on US un-
derstanding of one simple
fact: pressure doesn't
work," Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi
posted on X on Friday.

Diplomatic efforts,
spearheaded by mediators
including Pakistan and
Qatar, have tried for months
to bring an end to the war
started by the US and Israel
in late February to no avail.

While a ceasfire was
agreed in April and a mem-
orandum of understanding
towards a final peace deal
was signed in June, no
agreement has been forth-
coming and Washington has
since declared "economic
warfare" against Tehran.

In the latest effort to
reinvigorate diplomacy,
Araghchi met his Qatari
counterpart on Thursday in
the Iranian capital to dis-
cuss the Strait of Hormuz,
closed by the Islamic repub-
lic at the start of the war, at

the tail end of a week of in-
tense Iranian talks with
Oman and Pakistan.

A US naval counter-
blockade of Iranian ports is
squeezing petrol supplies in
Iran, amid a shortfall of do-
mestic production, as the
US ramps up pressure on
its foe, declaring an "eco-
nomic D-Day".

The April ceasefire put
an end to the most intense
fighting, but sporadic at-
tacks, mainly around the
Strait of Hormuz, have
dimmed the prospects of a
final peace agreement.

Tehran has for weeks
been holding talks on the fu-
ture of Hormuz with Muscat,
whose territorial waters ac-
count for the other half of the
strait, while insisting that
Hormuz will remain closed

so long as Washington has
not fulfilled its commitments
under the June memoran-
dum, which calls for lifting
the US counter-blockade and
removing sanctions.

"The US should build
trust, speak respectfully,
acknowledge our rights,
and uphold commit-
ments," Araghchi said.

Analysts say the US
plan to isolate Iran would
require unlikely coopera-
tion from trading partner
China, which has defended
its cooperation with
Tehran and vowed to safe-
guard its interests.

China remains able to
buy Iranian crude, an im-
portant source of revenue
for Tehran, via overland
routes not reliant on the
Strait of Hormuz.

MI News Service, Belgrade:
Ratko Mladic, the bullish
Bosnian Serb general whose
forces besieged the Bosnian
capital for several years in the
1990s and carried out the
worst massacre in Europe
since World War II, died
Thursday while serving a life
sentence for his crimes, U.N.
officials said. He was 84.

Mladic died at a hospital
in The Hague, Netherlands,
U.N. court officials said. A
Mladic relative who spoke to
media on the condition of
anonymity because of the
sensitivity of the situation
confirmed the reports and
said Mladic’s son, Darko
Mladic, was on his way to the
Dutch city.

The U.N. tribunal for war
crimes committed during the
wars in the former Yu-
goslavia in the 1990s sen-
tenced Mladic to life in prison
in 2017 in what was consid-
ered a key step toward bring-
ing justice to the victims. He
had been in custody since
2011 after many years on the
run.

The ruthless, blue-eyed

former communist officer-
turned nationalist warlord
was one of the most notorious
figures of the conflict that left
more than 100,000 people
dead and over 1 million home-
less. He commanded his troops
to “scorch the brains” of the
Bosnian Muslims and boasted
of being a “Serbian God.”

When the ethnic war in
Bosnia and Herzegovina
started in 1992, Mladic be-
came the commander of
the Bosnian Serb troops
and took control of large
swaths of the country to
form a Serb mini-state.

Serbs under Mladic’s con-

trol laid siege to the Bosnian
capital, Sarajevo, and other
cities and villages, established
concentration camps for de-
tained non-Serb civilians and
enemy soldiers, and system-
atically killed prisoners.

In Sarajevo, Serb troops
kept the city isolated while
killing civilians with snipers
and heavy artillery. In 1995,
Mladic’s troops slaughtered
more than 8,000 Muslim men
and boys in Srebrenica — the
first case of genocide in Eu-
rope since WWII.

But Mladic and his admir-
ers have never repented. He
was seen by many as a pa-

triot fighting for the first
pan-Serbian state. Defiant,
Mladic acted bullishly during
his trial and yelled at the
judges when sentenced to life
in prison.

Munira Subasic, from the
Mothers of Srebrenica group,
said she had mixed feelings
about Mladic’s death and de-
plored that Mladic’s crimes
are still being denied by
many Bosnian Serbs.

“Today, a major war
criminal died, the criminal of
the Balkans,” Subasic said.
But while mothers of victims
“are still carrying the pain in
our souls" 31 years later, “we
are still listening to denials,
we are still listening to how
Ratko Mladic was a hero for
the Serbs,” she said.

Residents of Pale, a
Bosnian Serb stronghold
just outside of Sarajevo,
mourned Mladic.

“He was murdered there,
in those dungeons,” said
Janko Seslija, a former Bosn-
ian Serb soldier. “I feel sorry
for Gen. Mladic. He was an
honorable man, honorable
soldier and commander.”

MI News Service, Quetta: As many as two
people were killed and 42 others injured
after a bus carrying a wedding party over-
turned on the Kohlu-Dera Ghazi Khan high-
way in Pakistan's Balochistan province.

According to police, the bus carrying a
wedding party was heading from Rakhni to
Kohlu when the accident occurred. A police
official said that more than 40 people were
injured after a bus overturned due to over-
loading.

After the accident, police and rescue of-
ficials reached the site and took the injured
people to a hospital in Kohlu. A woman and
child succumbed to their injuries at the hos-
pital.

On May 25, at least 16 people were
killed and seven others injured after a pas-
senger coach heading to Swat collided with
a bus parked by the roadside in the Khoro
Kotay Saeedabad area of Pakistan's Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province, local media re-
ported, citing information received from the
rescue agencies.

Bus overturns in Pakistan's
Balochistan, two killed

Second flash flood could hit Nepal as debris
creates temporary dam, ICIMOD specialist warns

Iran says still open to diplomacy 
as war with US hits six months

Ratko Mladic, ex-Bosnian Serb warlord 
who oversaw atrocities, dies as a prisoner

Bhubaneswar: Guru Kelucharan Mohapatra
Odissi Nrityabasa, in collaboration with Sri Sri
University, is all set to host the 32nd edition of
the Guru Kelucharan Mohapatra Award Festi-
val from 5th to 9th September 2026, from 7:00
p.m. onwards at Rabindra Mandap,
Bhubaneswar. Significantly, the 32nd GKCM
Award Festival will be held during the Birth
Centenary Year Celebration of Guru Kelucharan
Mohapatra, lending this edition a special com-
memorative significance. One of Odisha’s most
prestigious annual cultural celebrations, the
five-day festival honours the enduring legacy of
Guru Kelucharan Mohapatra while bringing to-
gether some of India’s finest exponents of clas-
sical dance, music, theatre, and cinema. The
festival is thoughtfully curated under the able
guidance of renowned Guru and artiste Guru
Ratikant Mohapatra, Director, Srjan, and Dean,
Faculty of Arts, Communication and Indic Stud-
ies (FACIS), Sri Sri University, whose artistic vi-
sion continues to uphold the festival’s
commitment to excellence, tradition, and inno-
vation since last 31 years.

The Guru Kelucharan Mohapatra Award
Awards 2026 will be presented to four iconic
figures representing India’s diverse cultural mi-
lieu. Carrying a cash award of ₹1,00,000 and a
citation, the honour will be conferred upon vet-
eran artistes Smt. Sharon Lowen (Odissi
Dance), Shri Keshab Chandra Rout (Odissi
Music), Shri Dhirendranath Mallick (Theatre),
and Smt. Mahasweta Ray (Cinema) for their life-
time achievements and immense contributions
to their respective fields. In its second year of
institution, the Guru Kelucharan Mohapatra
Kala Samman 2026, instituted for accomplished
artistes aged 40–55 years, will honour Shri Ag-
nimitra Behera (Instrumental–Violin) and
Sushree Nazia Alam (Vocal Music) with ₹50,000
and a citation each. The Guru Kelucharan Mo-
hapatra Yuva Pratibha Samman, carrying
₹25,000 and a citation, will recognise four
promising artistes— Sushree Vrinda Chadha
and Sushree Aishwariya Singhdev (Odissi
Dance), Sushree Nikita Banawalikar (Kathak),
and Shri Soumya Ranjan Nayak (Odissi Music–
Mardala).

The festival opens on 5th September with
a Hindustani vocal recital by Vidushi Shubha

Mudgal, accompanied by Dr. Aneesh Pradhan
on Tabla and Shri Sudhir Nayak on Harmo-
nium. On 6th September, celebrated sarod
maestro Pt. Tejendra Narayan Majumdar, ac-
companied by Shri Satyajit Talwalkar on
Tabla, will present a Sarod recital, followed by
an Odissi performance by Smt. Lipsa Satapa-
thy. The 7th September evening presents
Mārgānātya, a choreographed play titled
“Saugandhika Haranam” by Chidākāsh
Kalālay Centre, choreographed by Dr. Piyal
Bhattacharya, with music by Shri Sayak Mitra.
On 8th September, acclaimed Bharatanatyam
exponent Dr. Janaki Rangarajan takes the
stage, followed by a Flute Jugalbandi featur-
ing Shri Abhiram Nanda and Shri Srinibas Sa-
tapathy, accompanied by Shri Yashwant
Vaishnav on Tabla.

The festival culminates on 9th September
with the Guru Kelucharan Mohapatra Award
Ceremony 2026, followed by the much-
awaited, show-stopping finale by the Srjan En-
semble. The ensemble will present “Māti,”
inspired by the evocative poem of iconic Odia
poet Radha Mohan Gadanayak. Choreographed
by Guru Ratikant Mohapatra, with music com-
posed by Guru Lakshmikant Palit and script
adaptation by the late Jaydev Das, Māti retains
the distinct character and vocabulary of tradi-
tional Odissi choreography while embracing
creative novelty. Enhanced by unique visual
embellishments and imaginative choreographic
treatment, the production seeks to create a
compelling aesthetic experience. 

Guru Kelucharan Mohapatra Award Festival 2026
MI News Service, Kolkata, August
28, 2026 : Sealdah Division will un-
dertake a major 7-hour traffic block
at Sealdah station during the inter-
vening night of Saturday, 29 August
and Sunday, 30 August 2026, to
carry out essential track and infra-
structure work.

The traffic block, covering *420
minutes from 00:00 hrs to 07:00 hrs
on 30 August*, has been sanctioned
for the complete conversion of Point
No. 208B/219A on the DN/Main line
at Sealdah station, between KM
0/19 and KM 0/20. The existing 52
Kg DSS will be converted to 60 Kg
DSS, along with complete fittings,
crossing and glued joint replace-
ment. Necessary disconnection and
reconnection of ground fittings,
jumpers and bonding will also be
carried out as part of the work.

The work has been carefully
scheduled during the late-night and
early-morning hours of the week-
end so that the impact on passen-
gers can be kept to a minimum.
Divisional  teams will remain de-
ployed at site to ensure that the
block is completed safely and within
the sanctioned time, enabling nor-
mal train operations to resume as
early as possible.

During the block, certain sig-
nalling and train movements will
also be affected. As per the sanc-
tioned plan, Track Circuits will be
changed, and to-and-fro signalling
movement between Line No. 6 and
Line No. 11 affected during the pe-
riod of the block.

In view of the infrastructure
work, a minimum number of subur-
ban services will remain cancelled
on Sunday, 30 August 2026, while
some services will be short-termi-
nated at designated stations.

Among the Cancellation serv-
ices are -

Sealdah-Habra: 33651
UP/33652 DN

Sealdah-Kalyani Simanta:
31313 UP/31316 DN

S e a l d a h - D a n k u n i : 3 2 2 1 7
UP/32218 DN

Sealdah-Ranaghat:31615 UP/
31620 DN

Sealdah-Habra: 33653
UP/33654 DN

Further, 53172 DN (Lalgola–
Sealdah) will be short-terminated at
Dum Dum Junction (DDJ) on 30 Au-
gust 2026. The empty rake of the
train will subsequently be taken to
Sealdah suitably.

In this context Divisional Rail-
way Manager Sri Rajeev Saxena
said that, the division has made
arrangements with the concerned
operating, engineering, signalling
and commercial teams for smooth
execution of the work. Station au-
thorities have also been instructed
to make frequent announcements
and display information at Sealdah
station so that passengers are kept
informed about the changes.

The point conversion is an im-
portant infrastructure improvement
aimed at strengthening the track
system and enhancing operational
safety and reliability. Although some
train services will be affected tem-
porarily, such planned blocks are
necessary to carry out major main-
tenance and renewal works safely
without compromising passenger
safety.

Passengers are requested to
plan their journey accordingly and
check the latest train service infor-
mation before travelling on 30 Au-
gust 2026. Sealdah Division has
appealed to passengers to cooper-
ate with the temporary changes as
the work is being undertaken in the
larger interest of safe, reliable and
efficient train operations.

Sealdah Division to Undertake 7-Hour Traffic Block 
at Sealdah Station for Point Conversion Work

MI News Service, Kolkata, August 28, 2026 : Under the
overall guidance and leadership of General Manager,
Eastern Railway, Ms. Gitika Pandey, the Railway Protec-
tion Force (RPF), Asansol Division, has successfully con-
cluded its nearly month-long intensive security and
passenger assistance drive conducted during Shravani
Mela 2026, which commenced on 29 July 2026. Consid-
ering an average daily influx of approximately 100,000
devotees, the RPF ensured round-the-clock security
arrangements at major pilgrim stations, including Ja-
sidih, Baidyanathdham, Deoghar, and Basukinath, de-
ploying a dedicated team of 378 RPF officers and
personnel to ensure the safe, smooth, and orderly move-
ment of pilgrims throughout the mela period.

During the event, the division registered several key
operational achievements across multiple special initia-
tives. Under Operation Nanhe Farishte, 8 children who
were separated from their families were safely rescued
and reunited with their relatives or Child Welfare Offi-
cers. Under Operation Amanat, left-behind luggage was
recovered in 9 instances, totaling a value of ₹1,25,500,
and was safely restored to the respective passengers.
Operation Sewa provided immediate assistance in 2 crit-
ical cases involving elderly and unwell devotees. In
terms of passenger safety, 4 cases of passenger-related
crimes were registered and 4 accused individuals were
arrested. Additionally, under Operation Satark, 3 cases
of illegal liquor transportation were detected, leading to
the arrest of 2 individuals and the recovery of 73.170
liters of illicit liquor with an estimated value of ₹64,360.

The efforts undertaken by RPF Asansol Division dur-
ing Shravani Mela 2026 demonstrate the force's stead-
fast commitment to passenger safety, effective crowd
management, crime prevention, and providing prompt,
humane assistance to devotees. Through these coordi-
nated and dedicated efforts, RPF Asansol Division
achieved significant success in delivering a safe, seam-
less, and hassle-free pilgrimage experience to millions
of devotees, with Chief Public Relations Officer, Eastern
Railway, Shri Shibram Majhi stating, "The exemplary
dedication shown by our RPF personnel ensured a
smooth, safe, and comfortable journey for millions of pil-
grims throughout Shravani Mela 2026, setting a bench-
mark for passenger welfare and crowd management."

MI News Service, Kolkata, August 28, 2026 : For track
maintenance work at Sealdah station limit, 420 minutes
(from 00:00 hrs. to 07:00 hrs.) traffic block has been
planned on 29/30.08.2026 (Saturday/Sunday). Conse-
quently, following arrangements in train running have
been made as under:

CANCELLATION OF TRAINS ON 30.08.2026 (SUNDAY):
• Sealdah – Habra: 33651 UP, 33653 UP/33652 DN,

33654 DN
• Sealdah – Kalyani Simanta: 31313 UP/31316 DN
• Sealdah – Dankuni: 32217 UP/32218 DN
• Sealdah – Ranaghat: 31615 UP/31620 DN
Moreover, 53172 Lalgola – Sealdah Passenger (jour-

ney commencing on 29.8.2026) will be short terminated
at Dum Dum Jn. on 30.8.2026.

RPF Asansol Division Successfully Concludes
Security Operations for Shravani Mela 2026

Regulation Of Trains For Track Main-
tenance Work Over Sealdah Division

MI News Service, Kolkata, August 28, 2026 : The augmen-
tation of additional coaches in popular express trains is an
ongoing initiative aimed at improving overall travel expe-
rience for passengers. Accordingly, to clear the extra rush
of the passengers, Railway has decided to augment one ad-
ditional Sleeper Class coach with 15926/15925 Dibrugarh
– Deoghar – Dibrugarh Express leaving Dibrugarh w.e.f.
1.9.2026 to 24.11.2026 (on nominated days) & leaving De-
oghar w.e.f. 3.9.2026 to 26.11.2026 (on nominated days).

Augmentation Of Additional Coach In
Deoghar -Dibrugarh – Deoghar Express
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Prasidh Krishna wins Impact Player of Series
award in 1-0 Test series win over Sri Lanka
COLOMBO : Fast bowler
Prasidh Krishna was award-
ed the 'Impact Player of the
Series' following India's 1-0
series win over Sri Lanka. On
getting the honour, Krishna
lauded the reserve players
and support staff for their
relentless efforts behind the
scenes.

"Thank you very much,
guys. Nothing would be possi-
ble without each one of you. I
think everybody, the ones that
are playing obviously worth
the credit that they put you
but everybody around. I think
it takes a lot for everybody
during the Test match, we
were here for a camp,"
Prasidh said in a video posted
on bcci.tv. on Friday.

Prasidh played a key role
in the series win with the ball

by seven wickets in two
games, while battling the
intense heat and demanding
practice sessions in Galle and
Colombo. "We did such long
practices every session to see
all of you lock up. Thank you
so much everybody, even dur-
ing such hot days, everybody
was sitting out there, stand-
ing out there, helping out
with water.

"All the reserves out there,
coming in, running in, help-
ing out all of us. So, this effort
is going to take us all a long
way. So, this is the way the
team has to be run and thank
you so much," he added.

Team India's Performance
Analyst Hari Prasad Mohan
lauded the tall right-arm
pacer for his discipline on the
field and his analytical mind

off it, as he revealed that
Prasidh constantly seeks data
to refine his bowling strate-
gies. "So, the impact player of
the series goes to someone
who had put the hard yards,
made the ball talk, kept ask-
ing the right question to the
batters, even in these adverse
conditions, he made an
impact with the ball whenev-
er he got the opportunity.

"Ever since we landed in
Colombo, he had been on my
ears asking for a lot of data
and honestly in this team, if
there is someone who can
have a second job as an ana-
lyst, that would be him. For
his relentlessness, wickets,
impact and way too many
questions for me which I
enjoy, it's Prasidh Krishna,"
he added.

NEW DELHI : The All India
Football Federation (AIFF)
has introduced a new com-
petition format for the
upcoming Sub Junior Boys'
and Girls' National Football
Championships 2026-27,
with the aim of youth devel-
opment and aligning exist-
ing grassroots pathways
with global standards.

Based on the FIFA U15
World Cup format guide-
lines, the revised structure
intends to create a more
dynamic and development-
focused environment in an
effort to enhance player
growth, technical proficien-
cy and intensity of competi-
tion at the youth level.

Under the new format,
matches will be played 8 v
8, with two halves of 20
minutes each and a five-
minute half-time break. The
pitch will measure 68
metres by 50 metres, with a
standard goal size of 7.32
metres by 2.44 metres. An
offside line will be marked
at 23 metres.

Unlimited rolling substi-
tutions will also be permit-
ted, allowing players to
leave and re-enter the field
multiple times. Substitutions
may be made on the fly from
the halfway line, while
changes involving goalkeep-
ers must be made during a
stoppage in play.

The tournament sched-
ule will feature consecutive
match days, followed by a
mandatory one-day rest
period before the knockout
stage begins.

For squad selection, the
participating teams may
register up to 50 players in
the AIFF Competition
Management System (CMS).
From this pool, teams must
submit a final list of a mini-
mum of 12 and a maximum
of 16 players at least five
days prior to the first match
of their respective group.

Earlier AIFF announced
that the India U17 women's
team will continue their
preparations for the AFC
U17 Women's Asian Cup

2027 Qualifiers with two
friendly matches against
Philippines in Goa on
September 26 and 29, 2026.

The venue for both
matches will be confirmed
at a later date. It will mark

only the second meeting
between India and
Philippines at this age level.
The Southeast Asians won
2-0 in the AFC U16 Women's
Championship 2017
Qualifiers.

NEW DELHI : England and
Wales Cricket Board (ECB)
chairman Richard Thompson
has said that the scheduling
issues caused by The
Hundred are "a price worth
paying". 

The short turnaround
between The Hundred and
international cricket leaves
England players with very lit-
tle time to regroup and, at
times, adjust to the different
formats. The Hundred 2026
ended on August 16, just
three days before the start of
the first Test match against
Pakistan on August 19. The
scheduling has come under
scrutiny from former crick-
eters; however, the ECB chair
looks at the positives the
board gets from making those
sacrifices.

"Sacrifices have got to be
made," he told Sky Sports. "If
we can take all of the debt out
of the game, which we have,
make a generation (of coun-
ties) which can reinvent
themselves, that is a price
worth paying."

Last year, the ECB sold

stakes in the eight franchises,
which saw them raise £500m,
as the ECB used the funds for

the professional and domestic
game.

England fast bowler Josh

Tongue called the turnaround
"crazy scheduling". Former
England cricketer Nasser
Hussain also called out the
scheduling. "The schedule for
the England players has
repercussions," Hussain said,
as quoted by Sky Sports.

"You've got bowlers bowl-
ing here on a Sunday night
who are travelling up to
Headingley for a Test match
on Wednesday.

"You've got an opening bat
trying to tee off on a Sunday
evening who could open the
batting in a Test match on a
Wednesday.

"So the schedule is an
absolute nightmare - and this
tournament does cause issues
- but the one thing you cannot
doubt is the quality of players
that we've seen over the last
three and a half weeks."

The ECB chair took note of
the criticism. "We were criti-
cised that The Hundred fin-
ished and two days later we
were playing a Test match at
Headingley," Thompson said.
"Imagine if that becomes one
day - that can't happen."

VIKARABAD : Rashid Khan ended a seven-year wait for victo-
ry with a closing five-under 67, winning the Rs 1 crore
Telangana Open 2026 by three strokes at Vooty Golf County in
Vikarabad. 

The 35-year-old Delhi golfer (66-67-65-67) finished at 23-
under 265 to secure his 15th professional title and 11th victo-
ry on the DP World PGTI.

He collected Rs 15 lakh and moved up to sixth on the 2026
DP World PGTI Order of Merit, taking his season earnings to Rs
44,95,509.

Delhi's Honey Baisoya (72-65-66-65) produced the best
final-round score among the leading contenders, making nine
birdies and two bogeys in a seven-under 65. He finished run-
ner-up at 20-under 268.

Baisoya, winner of the DP World Players Championship at
Qutab Golf Course in February, earned Rs 10 lakh for his run-
ner-up finish. He now occupies third place in the season rank-
ings with total earnings of Rs 51,72,092.

Gurugram's Veer Ahlawat (68-68-68-65), the 2024 DP
World PGTI Rankings champion, also closed with a 65 to share
third place at 19-under 269 with overnight leader Angad
Cheema (70-61-65-73).

Rashid's previous DP World PGTI victory came at the PGTI
Players Championship presented by Chandigarh Golf Club in
May 2019. After enduring a difficult seven-year spell, the two-
time Asian Tour winner and three-time PGTI Order of Merit
champion described his return to the winner's circle as an
emotional moment.

"I can't describe how I'm feeling right now," said Rashid. "It
has been seven years since my last win, and I struggled a lot
with my game during that period. I went through many ups
and downs, but I also learned a great deal. Once you come
through a phase like that, you understand what you need to
do."

Rashid began the final round two shots behind Cheema and
endured an inauspicious start with bogeys on the opening two
holes. He responded emphatically, making three consecutive
birdies from the third through the fifth before another birdie
on the eighth put him in control.

"I got off to a really poor start," Rashid said. "I made bogey
on the opening par five, and the second was playing extremely
tough-about 240 yards with a left-to-right wind.

"Even after starting bogey-bogey, I knew that if I stuck to
my game plan and continued giving myself birdie opportuni-
ties, I could recover. The birdies on the third, fourth and fifth
were important turning points."

Cheema, meanwhile, made three bogeys on the front nine.
The momentum shift allowed Rashid to take a three-shot
advantage into the turn.

"The birdie on the eighth gave me a lead of two or three
shots," he said. "From there, my focus was simply to keep cre-
ating birdie chances. There were scoring opportunities on the
back nine, and I started that stretch very well."

Rashid tightened his grip on the tournament with three con-
secutive birdies from the 10th through the 12th. After making
pars on the next two holes, he produced what he considered
the decisive moment on the 15th.

"I had a 12- or 13-foot putt for par, while Angad was inside
10 feet for birdie," Rashid said. "That proved to be the turning
point."

Cheema managed two birdies after the turn, but his one-
over 73 dropped him into a share of third place, four strokes
behind Rashid.

Windy conditions added to the challenge during the closing
stretch, but Rashid remained composed. Despite the intensity
of the title battle, he enjoyed sharing the final group with
Cheema and Jairaj Singh Sandhu.

"I've known Angad and Jairaj for a long time, and we had
a lot of fun out there," he said.

Rashid also praised the condition of the course, calling the
final tee shot a particularly stern test.

"The 17th was manageable, but the tee shot on the 18th
was one of the toughest I have ever faced," he said.

Current DP World PGTI Rankings leader Saptak Talwar (72-
68-71-70), who spent the summer competing on the
HotelPlanner Tour, finished tied 24th at seven-under 281.

Talwar earned Rs 1,14,450 to extend his advantage at the
top of the rankings, taking his season earnings to Rs 87,47,684.

NEW DELHI : Tall fast bowler
Gurnoor Brar has linked up
with the North Zone squad for
their upcoming Duleep
Trophy semi-final, while fel-
low pacer Auqib Nabi is likely
to head to England for a
short-term County
Championship stint ahead of
India's Test tour of New
Zealand in November this
year. 

Both Brar and Nabi were
part of India's squad in the
recent 1-0 series win over Sri
Lanka, but did not feature in
the playing eleven. Brar,
who's played six ODIs so far,
is set to come in for Jammu
&amp; Kashmir pacer Sunil
Kumar in the North Zone
playing eleven for their clash
against South Zone at the

BCCI Centre of Excellence
(CoE) ground, starting on
Sunday.

"Yes, Gurnoor has joined
the North Zone team for the
Duleep Trophy semi-final. It's
about the Indian team man-
agement keen to have him get
some red-ball game time,
with an eye for him to be
ready for the Test series in
New Zealand," said a source
familiar with the matter to
IANS on Friday.

Apart from Gurnoor, off-
spin bowling all-rounder
Saransh Jain is also set to join
the Central Zone team for
their semi-final clash against
East Zone.

Meanwhile, IANS under-
stands that Nabi, who fin-
ished as the leading wicket-

taker in the last Ranji Trophy
season with 60 wickets, as
Jammu &amp; Kashmir won
their maiden championship
title, could be sent to England
for a short county champi-
onship stint before the India
'A' red-ball games against
Australia begin in
Puducherry in September.

Franchises like Surrey and
Hampshire are in contention
to get Nabi's services, though
the former may have a higher
chance to get him on board.
Surrey right now has India
leg-spinner Rahul Chahar
and uncapped batting all-
rounder Mahipal Lomror on
its roster for the ongoing
county championship season.

"Auqib is highly likely to
be sent to England to play in

the county championship.
The Indian team think-tank
and the BCCI want him to get
quality practice of bowling
with the red Kookaburra ball,
which is also used in Tests in
New Zealand and was avail-
able in the recent tour of Sri
Lanka. "Though conditions
right now in England are dif-
ferent from what it will be in
New Zealand, it's still a good
place for Auqib to get quality
practice time. His visa appli-
cation for England has been
submitted, though its
approval and arrival timing is
yet to be known. But as soon
as it comes, Auqib will leave
for England," further said the
source.As of now, Nabi looks
set to join a list of Indian
cricketers playing in

England's ongoing domestic
season. Left-arm spinner
Manav Suthar, who picked 16
wickets in Sri Lanka, repre-
sented Warwickshire in two
games and will rejoin the
franchise for the rest of the
season.

Left-arm wrist-spinner
Kuldeep Yadav, who turned
out for Yorkshire in white-ball
games before leaving for Sri
Lanka, will return to the side
for red-ball games. Uncapped
batting all-rounder Ashutosh
Sharma featured for
Middlesex in the One-Day
Cup, while left-arm spinner R.
Sai Kishore is currently play-
ing for Gloucestershire and
leg-spinner Yuzvendra
Chahal is turning out for
Northamptonshire.

IMAM-UL-HAQ
SUFFERS CALF
STRAIN, PAR-
TICIPATION IN
LORD'S TEST
DOUBTFUL

LORD'S : Pakistan have
been dealt with an
injury concern as open-
ing batter Imam-ul-Haq
has suffered a calf
strain during the ongo-
ing second Test against
England at Lord's. 

Imam picked up the
blow during Day 1 of
the match on August 27,
which has put his par-
ticipation in the remain-
der of the second Test
in doubt, the Pakistan
Cricket Board confirmed
in a statement.

"Pakistan opening
batter Imam-ul-Haq
sustained a strain to his
left calf muscle while
fielding on the opening
day of the second Test
against England at
Lord's," PCB confirmed.
"Scans later confirmed
a low-grade calf strain,
and Imam is currently
receiving treatment
under the supervision of
Pakistan's medical
team.

"His participation in
the remainder of the
Test depends on treat-
ment leading to recov-
ery," the board further
added.

Imam spent time off
the field in the evening
session on Day 1 due to
his injury and is under-
going treatment. Imam
did not turn out to open
for Pakistan on Day 2
after the visitors bowled
the hosts out for 290 in
the first session of the
second day. In case
Imam fails to recover,
Pakistan will be a play-
er down, as replace-
ments for only concus-
sion issues are allowed.
Former Test captain
Shan Masood came to
open along with Azan
Awais in the absence of
Imam.

Pakistan bowlers did
a strong job after
returning captain Babar
Azam won the toss.
Mohammad Abbas
wreaked havoc on Day
1 and picked up four
wickets, while
Mohammad Ali also
took three and Khurram
Shahzad one, as
England were kept to
248/9 at the end of the
opening day. During his
four-wicket haul, Abbas
also completed his 900
first-class wickets.
England lost their open-
ers - Ben Duckett (17)
and Emilio Gay (8) -
cheaply, while captain
Joe Root (4) and vice-
captain Harry Brook
(15) could not do much.

No.3 Jordan Cox hit
a valiant 55, while
Jamie Smith (61), Gus
Atkinson (45) and Josh
Tongue (30) played
strong hands to take the
hosts to 290.

DEAN AND GAGAN

EXCITED ABOUT

WRC3 GRAVEL

CHALLENGE IN

PARAGUAY
E N C A R N A C I O N
(PARAGUAY) : Indian
rally champions Dean
Mascarenhas and co-driv-
er Gagan Karumbaiah of
TSI Racing return to the
World Rally
Championship this week-
end for their second
WRC3 outing of the sea-
son, taking on Rally del
Paraguay in a Ford Fiesta
Rally3 prepared and serv-
iced by PH Sport. 

Mangaluru's Dean
partnered with Kodagu
co-driver Gagan to make
their WRC debut at Rally
Islas Canarias this April,
where they finished sev-
enth in class.

The 2025 Indian
National Rally champions
gained further experience
in the FIA European Rally
Championship, finishing
12th in the Rally3 class at
the demanding Rally di
Roma Capitale in July.
This WRC round in
Paraguay will be their
first on Gravel in the Ford
Fiesta Rally3. The rally
covers 357.64km of timed
competition across 22
special stages on soft red-
clay gravel.  Mohan
Nagarajan, MD of Sidvin
Energy Engineering,
which backs TSI Racing,
said the European experi-
ence had strengthened
the programme. "The
ERC round and the train-
ing in Europe were
extremely useful. The
experience has helped
Dean, Gagan and the
entire team to better pre-
pare for the WRC3 chal-
lenge." "Our journey so
far has been very positive,
with a lot of learning and
valuable experience.
We're excited for our first
gravel rally of the season.
There is still a lot for us to
learn from every rally,"
said Dean after
Thursday's shakedown.
Founded in 2007 and
backed by Sidvin Energy
Engineering, TSI Racing
was the first Indian team
to enter the WRC in 2008
and has since provided an
international platform for
Indian drivers,.

AIFF introduces new 8-a-side format
for Sub-Junior National Championships

DULEEP TROPHY: BRAR JOINS NORTH ZONE TEAM FOR
SEMIS, NABI LIKELY TO PLAY COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP

'Price worth paying': ECB chair on 
scheduling issues caused by The Hundred

Telangana Open: Rashid
Khan wins by three-shot
margin to end seven-
year-long title drought


