
MI News Service, Kolkata : This ‘City of Joy’
which is  accustomed to experience  numerous
political rallies, protest marches and public
demonstrations  frequently, witnessed  thou-
sands of people took over the heart of Kolkata
on Monday afternoon , walking and proudly
waving the Tricolour. Led by Chief Minister Su-
vendu Adhikari from the front , and was
flanked by most of his ministers and senior
government functionaries, the rally began
from in front of Akashvani Bhavan near Eden
Gardens, before winding its way towards Park
Street and culminating in front of the Victoria
Memorial in about two hours .The rally was
organised to promote the Centre's 'Har Ghar
Tiranga' (A Tricolour in every home) cam-
paign, which calls on residents to hoist the na-
tional flag at their homes as part of the
Independence Day celebrations.

Waving  the Tricolour, the rallyists
marched through the city as patriotic songs,
including compositions by Rabindranath
Tagore and other renowned composers,
played in the background, creating a festive
and patriotic atmosphere. The rally, organised
by the West Bengal Government through its
Department of Information and Cultural Af-
fairs, also saw participants paying floral trib-
ute to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose before
proceeding along the designated route.

Many of those who took part had not only
come from all across the city , but also from
different districts. Several men and women
carried placards bearing patriotic messages,
while performers dressed in traditional Chhau
costumes added colour to the procession. A

few men were also seen walking on stilts,
drawing the attention of onlookers along the
route. The programme began with a rendition
of 'Vande Mataram' and saw the participation
of senior ministers, MLAs and MPs, the Chief
Secretary, senior government officials, the Di-
rector General of Police, the Kolkata Police

Commissioner and large number of  police
personnel. Addressing the gathering at the
conclusion of the rally, Suvendu Adhikari said
West Bengal had officially joined the Centre's
'Har Ghar Tiranga' campaign for the first time
and announced that the state government
would distribute 70 lakh national flags as part

of the initiative. "As the Chief Minister of the
state, I want to inform you that the West Ben-
gal Government, under the leadership of the
Chief Minister and the Chief Secretary, has of-
ficially joined the Government of India's 'Har
Ghar Tiranga' programme for the first time,"
he said."We are undertaking the great pro-

gramme of distributing 70 lakh national flags
across the state," he said. The Chief minister
also appealed to people to hoist the Tricolour
at every home and help make the campaign a
success. "I appeal to everyone to make the
'Har Ghar Tiranga' programme successful by
hoisting the Tricolour at every home," he said.

Describing the scene in the city, Suvendu
Adhikari said, "Today, Kolkata has become a
sea of Tricolour. I thank everyone here for
making this possible." He also invited people
to participate in the Independence Day cele-
brations, being  organised by the state govern-
ment at Red Road in Kolkata on August 15.

"I humbly invite everyone to participate in
the programme organised by the government
at Red Road on August 15," he said.

In another announcement,  Suvendu Ad-
hikari said the West Bengal Government would
officially observe the ‘Rakhi Bandhan’ festival
this year, stressing that the occasion should go
beyond its religious significance.

"This year, the West Bengal Government
will officially observe Rakhsha Bandhan so
that the festival strengthens the bonds among
all of us," he said.

He said the initiative would help
strengthen unity and contribute to the rebuild-
ing of the state. "We want to further
strengthen our bonds so that together we can
rebuild West Bengal and work towards making
it the best state in India," he said.

The programme concluded with the na-
tional anthem, followed by slogans of "Jai
Hind", "Bharat Mata Ki Jai" and "Vande
Mataram".  
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MI News Service, New Delhi
: The Supreme Court on
Monday permitted Tri-
namool Congress MP Ab-
hishek Banerjee to travel
abroad for three weeks for
eye treatment, brushing
aside the West Bengal gov-
ernment's apprehension
that he may not  return due
to 16 pending cases against
him. A three mmeber bench
of Chief Justice Surya Kant,
Justices Joymalya Bagchi
and V Mohana observed that
every individual has a right
to choose medical treatment
and asked Abhishek Baner-
jee to share his itinerary of
the visit, including the place
of stay, with the probe
agency. The Apex court was
hearing the Diamond Har-
bour MP's plea challenging
the Calcutta High Court's
August 5 order denying him
permission to travel abroad
for the treatment. Additional
Solicitor General S V Raju,
appearing for the West Ben-
gal government, told the
bench that there were 16
cases against Banerjee and
“We apprehend that he may
not come back” .The bench
observed, “Every individual

has a right to go abroad.
Every individual has a right
to choose his medical treat-
ment”. Senior advocate
Gopal Sankaranarayanan,
appearing for   Abishek
Banerjee, opposed Raju’s
submissions and said the
TMC leader was an MP and
his family is in India.

He said most of these
cases were registered
against  the TMC leader
after the change of govern-
ment in West Bengal. The
law officer said they don’t
have any objection to Ab-
hishek Banerjee getting
medical treatment abroad,
but it has to be ascertained
after medical assessment
from withis the country
whether he will need to go
abroad or not. He said if  Ab-
hishek Banerjee was not
willing to undergo medical
assessment, then adverse in-
ference must be drawn

Continued on page 3

MI News Service, Kolkata :
Showing his humanitarian
face once again, West Ben-
gal Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari on Monday met the
family of the TMC worker
who allegedly died in police
custody in the North 24 Par-
ganas district and said a
magisterial inquiry has been
ordered into the incident.

He also announced a Rs
10 lakh aid from the CM Re-
lief fund to the bereaved
family and a government job
for the victim's wife. BJP
MLA and state Transport
minister Arjun Singh, senior
police officials and local
leaders accompanied the
Chief minister during his
visit. Incidentally, Suvendu
Adhikari came within 24
hours of a similar visit by
former Chief minister Ma-
mata Banerjee. But she
faced a hostile crowd on her
way to the deceased party
worker's residence at Hal-
isahar in North 24 Parganas
district, with the mob sur-
rounding her vehicle, hurl-
ing "thief" abuse at her and
throwing mud and slippers
at the convoy. Birju Keot,

the husband of former
Kanchrapara  municipal
councillor Jeni Sharma Keot
of the Trinamool Congress,
was arrested in connection
with extortion and other
charges. He was produced
before a court on Friday and
remanded in police custody
for five days. His death  in

police custody was reported
on Saturday.

His wife has alleged that
Keot was beaten inside the
police lock-up and died.
However, there was no im-
mediate response from the
police to the allegation.
Speaking to reporters after
meeting the deceased's kin,

Suvendu Adhikari said the
inspector in-charge of the
Halisahar police station has
been "closed", and the in-
vestigating officer has also
been suspended in connec-
tion with Keot's death. Once
a police officer is "closed",
the personnel is removed
from active command of

that station and sent to com-
pulsory waiting. A Magiste-
rial inquiry has been
ordered into the incident,
the Chief minister said,
adding that Rs 10 lakh aid
from the CM Relief fund has
been offered to the victim's
family. Even though Mamata
Banerjee alleged involve-
ment of BJP workers in the
alleged attack on her con-
voy,  Suvendu Adhikari had
flatly  denied any involve-
ment of the ruling party in
the incident, saying the
protest reflected "deep
rooted public anger" against
her.

He had asserted that
since the former Chief min-
ister had "committed so
much theft and crime
against people during her
15 years of alleged misrule,
she was bound to hear peo-
ple call her a "thief". The
relatives of the deceased
party workers also refused
to talk to her and take any
advice from her. Mamata
Banerjee was not even per-
mitted to enter into the
house of the deceased TMC
worker and meet his wife.     

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Within hours of receiving the
wholehearted support from
West Bengal Chief minister
Suvendu Adhikari for all assis-
tance from the government
for organising Durga Puja fes-
tival this year with elaborate
pomp and gaiety, the Forum
for Durgotsav, a conglomerate
of most of the state’s 44,000
odd Duga Puja Committees of
the state, has welcomed the
government move to provide
‘need-based financial grants
and administrative help’ to
smaller Puja organisers.

Under this policy shift,
large-budget clubs may be ex-
cluded from direct cash doles,
while committees with smaller
budgets like those under Rs10
lakh budget, will continue to
receive state assistance and
utility subsidies. Two officials
of the platform met Chief Min-
ister Suvendu Adhikari at the
state secretariat recently, dur-
ing which he assured them
that the government would
extend all possible support for
Durga Puja celebrations, sen-
ior Forum member Partha
Ghosh said. "Durga Puja will

be held, and the government
will extend all possible sup-
port," Ghosh quoted Suvendu
Adhikari as saying. According
to Ghosh financial aid is prior-
itized for smaller neighbour-
hood and community pujas
that genuinely require mone-
tary support to conduct the
festival. He said all big-budget
committees backed by heavy
corporate sponsorships or
large funds will, however, not
qualify for the financial dole
from the state government .

The West Bengal govern-
ment will extend all possible
assistance to Durga Puja or-
ganisers in Kolkata and across
the state, a senior official of

the Forum for Durgotsav, an
apex platform of community
puja organisers, said on Mon-
day. The Forum maintain that
seamless coordination for
road permissions, security,
and power subsidies remains
vital for running the mega-fes-
tival will, however, continue as
usual . Aprt from fixing spe-
cific budget thresholds for the
grants, the government will
provide administrative single-
window clearance rules for
pandals.“The chief minister
has assured that puja organ-
isers with small budgets will
not face any financial problem
and 

Continued on page 3

MI News Service, New Delhi
/ Dhaka : Indian High Com-
missioner to Bangladesh Di-
nesh Trivedi on Monday
called on Prime Minister
Tarique Rahman amid fresh
strains in ties between the
two countries over former
premier Sheikh Hasina's vir-
tual media interaction in
New Delhi last week.

The meeting lasted
around half an hour and
was expected to help further
strengthen bilateral ties and
engagements between the
two neighbours, the
Bangladesh High Commis-
sion in New Delhi said in a
post on X.It was not immedi-
ately clear what the two dis-
cussed in Monday's meeting.

According to official
sources, amid tensions sur-
rounding Bangladesh leader
Sheikh Hasina's media event
in Delhi last week, Indian
High Commissioner Dinesh
Trivedi’s meeting with
Prime Minister Tarique Rah-
man in Dhaka has assumed
a special significance . The
Indian envoy later also met
with Bangladesh's Foreign
Minister, Dr Khalilur Rah-
man, and Foreign Affairs
Adviser to the Prime Minis-

ter, Humayun Kabir. 
It is assumed that dur-

ing the meeting with the
Prime minister,  India has
invited Tarique Rahman to
attend the BRICS summit
next month as the current
Chair of the BIMSTEC (The
Bay of Bengal Initiative for
Multi-Sectoral Technical and
Economic Cooperation).
While India-Bangladesh ties
are in the midst of a reset,
ousted premier Hasina's
press interaction at an event
organised by the Foreign
Correspondents Club of
South Asia in New Delhi has
led to a strong reaction from
Bangladesh.

While Dhaka has la-
belled the event as an af-
front to its sovereignty, New
Delhi maintains that it
played no role in its organi-
sation and did not endorse
the statements made at the
press meet. The Ministry of
External Affairs said that
the programme was organ-
ised by a private entity and
New Delhi had "no involve-
ment in the event" and did
not endorse the views ex-
pressed during it.

It was earlier reported
by local media in

Bangladesh that Rahman
was unlikely to attend the
BRICS summit in September
in India because of these
concerns. Now, the meeting
between the Indian High
Commissioner and the PM is
expected to smooth out the
strains ahead of the sum-
mit.“The High Commis-
sioner conveyed greetings
from the Prime Minister of
India and the intent to work
together with the Govern-
ment and the people of
Bangladesh in a positive,

constructive and forward-
looking manner,” the Indian
High Commission in Dhaka
said in a statement.

“They exchanged views
on matters of mutual inter-
est and discussed avenues
for further strengthening bi-
lateral relations between
India and Bangladesh with a
people-centric approach.”

Meanwhile, a post on
the X account of the
Bangladesh High Commis-
sion in India read, “The half
an hr discussion is expected

to go distance in cementing |
advancing India-Bangladesh
ties and engagements.”

On Sunday, Trivedi had
met Bangladesh Foreign
Minister Khalilur Rahman
and called PM Tarique Rah-
man a “people’s person like
PM Modi”. It was a closed-
door meeting, but Trivedi,
later at an interaction with
the press, said,“I feel that
when the two leaders meet,
many problems are re-
solved. Problems are solved
when we talk to each other.
I firmly believe that the peo-
ple are one. There will be a
solution. There is nothing
negative here. Everything is
positive”.

He added: “We all have
great respect for
Bangladesh’s prime minis-
ter. I have heard his
speeches many times. He is
a people-friendly person.
Our prime minister is also a
people-friendly person”.

The appointment of
Trivedi, a former Union min-
ister and BJP leader, earlier
this year marked a rare po-
litical appointment to a
major diplomatic envoy post
by the Indian government,
for the first time. PM Modi

had invited Rahman, in his
capacity as the current
chairman of BIMSTEC, to at-
tend the session to be held
on 12-13 September. The in-
vitation was conveyed in a
diplomatic letter to
Bangladesh’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs through the
Indian High Commission in
Dhaka on 14 July. After
Hasina’s media event in
Delhi, Bangladesh Home
Minister Salahuddin Ahmed
had said that India “cannot
play the Hasina card and
seek friendly relations with
Bangladesh; the two are
contradictory”.

Hasina had virtually ad-
dressed media persons at
New Delhi’s Foreign Corre-
spondents’ Club last week,
claiming that law and order
in Bangladesh had vanished,
that its economy was in
ruins, and that her home-
coming in December would
be “a duty” to the citizens of
Bangladesh.

The Bangladesh govern-
ment, in a terse statement,
had criticised India for al-
lowing her to make com-
ments, calling it “deeply
hurtful to people’s sentiment 

Continued on page 3

Suvendu Adhikari leads 'Har Ghar Tiranga' rally

West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari leads the ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ rally, organised by the Government of West Bengal, from Gostha Pal
Sarani to Victoria Memorial in Kolkata on Monday.             Pic. Prabir Bhattacharya

West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari on Monday visits the Halisahar residence of
a Trinamool Congress worker who died while in police custody.

Bengal CM meets kin of deceased TMC worker, orders magisterial probe‘Forum  for Durgotsav’ welcomes govt decision 
to provide all assistance to Durga Puja organisers

Indian High Commissioner meets Bangladesh PM amid fresh strain in ties SC permits Abhishek Banerjee to
travel abroad for eye treatment
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MI News Service,  Kolkata:  Indian 
Bank organised a Financial Literacy 
Camp-cum-CSR Activity at Derozio Me-
morial College, Rajarhat, as part of the 
Bank’s celebrations commemorating its 
120th Foundation Day. The initiative 
was aimed at fostering financial aware-
ness, promoting responsible banking 
practices and strengthening the culture 
of financial inclusion among students 
and the wider community.

The programme was graced by 
Ashutosh Choudhary, Executive Direc-
tor, Indian Bank, who visited the col-
lege and addressed the gathering. The 
event was attended by Dr. Saikat Man-
dal, Teacher In Charge, Derozio Me-
morial College; Neelmani Bharadwaj, 
Field General Manager, Kolkata; Rajesh 
Kumar, Zonal Manager, Barasat; Nilesh 
Kumar, Zonal Manager, Kolkata Central; 
Abhilakshit Kaushal, Zonal Manager, 
Kolkata North; and Pramod Kumar, Zon-
al Manager, Kolkata South, along with 
faculty members, students and officials 
of Indian Bank.

Addressing the students, Ashutosh 

Choudhary, Executive Director, empha-
sised the crucial role of financial literacy 
in empowering young citizens to make 
informed and responsible financial de-
cisions. He encouraged students to cul-
tivate sound financial habits, including 
regular savings, prudent borrowing, 
responsible use of credit and judicious 
adoption of digital banking services. He 
also highlighted the growing importance 
of cyber security, fraud awareness and 
safe digital transactions in the rapidly 
evolving digital banking ecosystem.

Neelmani Bharadwaj, Field Gener-
al Manager, Kolkata, while addressing 
the gathering, emphasised the impor-

tance of developing financial discipline 
and informed financial decision-making 
from an early age. He reiterated Indian 
Bank’s commitment to extending finan-
cial literacy initiatives to educational 
institutions, students and communities, 
thereby contributing to greater financial 
inclusion and empowerment.

The programme also included a CSR 
activity by Indian Bank in support of 
the educational institution and student 
community. Dr. Saikat Mandal, Teacher 
In Charge, appreciated the Bank's ini-
tiative and highlighted the importance of 
collaboration between educational insti-
tutions and financial institutions in pro-
moting financial awareness and respon-
sible financial behaviour among youth.

The programme witnessed enthusi-
astic participation from students, fac-
ulty members and bank officials. The 
initiative, organised as part of the cel-
ebrations marking Indian Bank's 120th 
Foundation Day, reaffirmed the Bank's 
commitment to financial inclusion, 
youth empowerment and inclusive so-
cio-economic development.

MI News Service,  Kharagpur:  Two 
vehicles allegedly overtook a police pa-
trol car at high speed under the cover 
of darkness and attempted to flee, but 
their suspicious movement ultimately led 
to the recovery of 22 cattle.The incident 
occurred in the Baligedia area under 
Nayagram Police Station. Police person-
nel were conducting routine night patrols 
when two vehicles suddenly overtook 
their patrol car at high speed and sped 
away.The unusual behaviour of the two 
vehicles raised suspicion among the po-
lice. Without wasting any time, the patrol 
team began chasing them. After pursu-
ing the vehicles for some distance, police 
intercepted and stopped both vehicles on 
State Highway 9 near the Baligedia BDO 
office.During a subsequent search of the 
vehicles, police discovered 22 cattle in-
side, leaving the officers surprised.22 
Cattle Recovered.Police recovered a total 
of 22 cattle from the two vehicles. The 
animals have been kept in safe custody 

for the time being.Police initially suspect 
that the cattle were being transported 
to another location under the cover of 
darkness. However, the exact source of 
the animals and their intended destina-
tion are yet to be established. An investi-
gation is underway.Drivers Flee from the 
Spot.According to police, the drivers of 
both vehicles managed to flee from the 
scene. Police have launched a search to 
locate the absconding drivers.Other peo-
ple found in connection with the vehicles 
are being questioned. Investigators are 
also examining whether the recovered 

cattle are linked to an organized cat-
tle-smuggling network.

Several Questions Before Police.The 
incident has raised several questions 
for investigators. Where were the two 
vehicles heading with 22 cattle in the 
middle of the night? Why did the driv-
ers speed up as soon as they noticed 
the police vehicle? Where had the cat-
tle been brought from, and where were 
they being taken?Police are also inves-
tigating whether a larger cattle-smug-
gling network is operating behind the 
incident. Nayagram Police are current-
ly working to find answers to these 
questions. The ownership of the recov-
ered cattle, their source and their pos-
sible destination are also being investi-
gated.For now, police vigilance has led 
to the recovery of 22 cattle. However, 
the identities of those involved and the 
ultimate destination of the animals will 
become clear only after the investiga-
tion is completed.

MI News Service,  Kharagpur:  
With the aim of reducing road 
accidents and raising awareness 
among vehicle drivers about health 
and road safety, the Keshiary Po-
lice organized a free health and 
eye check-up camp for drivers.The 
special camp was held on the final 
day of Road Safety Week. During 
the camp, the health of vehicle 
drivers was examined, with special 
emphasis on their eyesight. Police 
officials stressed that a driver's 
physical and mental fitness, along 
with good vision, is extremely 
important while driving.Health 
check-ups were conducted for 
the drivers, who were also made 
aware of essential road-safety 
precautions. Keshiary MLA Bhadr 
Hembram, Belda SDPO Anand 
Mondal, Keshiary Police Station 
Officer-in-Charge Soumya Chatter-
jee and other police officials were 
present at the event.Police officers 
also actively participated in the 
initiative. During the camp, SDPO 
Anand Mondal himself underwent 

an eye examination, highlighting 
the importance of regular vision 
checks.The police administration 
said that preventing road accidents 
requires more than simply follow-
ing traffic rules. Drivers must also 
remain physically fit, alert and at-
tentive while behind the wheel. In 
particular, drivers who travel long 
distances can face vision-related 
problems, which may increase the 
risk of accidents. Regular health 
and eye examinations can therefore 
play an important role in improving 
road safety.Traffic Civic Volunteers 
Receive Safety Kits.The police ad-
ministration also took a special 
initiative for traffic civic volunteers 
who perform their duties on roads 
every day. During the camp, vari-
ous traffic safety kits were distrib-
uted among them.According to the 

police, controlling traffic can be 
particularly challenging during ad-
verse weather conditions, intense 
sunlight, rain and periods of low 
visibility. The safety kits are expect-
ed to help traffic civic volunteers 
perform their duties more safely 
and efficiently while improving 
traffic management on the roads.
Positive Message on Road Safety. 
The health and eye check-up camp 
organized by Keshiary Police on 
the concluding day of Road Safe-
ty Week was welcomed by local 
residents as a positive initiative.
The message from the police was 
clear: healthy drivers, better vision 
and safer roads.Police officials ap-
pealed to vehicle drivers to follow 
traffic rules, avoid driving under 
the influence of alcohol or other 
intoxicants, refrain from speeding 
and undergo regular health and 
eye check-ups.The police adminis-
tration emphasized that road safe-
ty is not the sole responsibility of 
the police but a collective respon-
sibility of every driver and citizen.

MI News Service,  Kharagpur:  
Ahead of Independence Day, a 
programme promoting patriotism 
and national unity was organized 
in Medinipur as part of the na-
tionwide ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ cam-
paign.During the programme, MLA 
Dr. Shankar Kumar Guchhait re-
spectfully distributed the national 
flag, the Tricolour, to people who 
visited his party office.

The programme was organized 
on the initiative of MLA Dr. Shankar 
Kumar Guchhait and witnessed the 
participation of people from differ-
ent sections of society. Personally 
handing over the Tricolour to the 
participants, the MLA appealed to 
people to hoist the national flag at 
their homes on Independence Day 
and strengthen their sense of re-
spect and responsibility towards the 
nation.A great deal of enthusiasm 
was visible among the participants. 
Carrying the Tricolour in their 
hands, people expressed their pa-
triotic spirit and commitment to na-

tional unity.The programme aimed 
not only to ensure that the Tricolour 
reaches households across the area 
but also to spread awareness about 
the sacrifices of the freedom fight-
ers, the unity and integrity of the 
country, and the responsibilities 
of citizens towards the nation.On 
the occasion, the MLA appealed to 
people to hoist the national flag at 
their respective homes with full re-
spect on Independence Day. He also 
urged them to educate the younger 
generation about India's freedom 
movement and the sacrifices made 

by the country's freedom fighters.
Through the ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ 
campaign, the organizers sought 
to take the message of patriotism 
to every section of society while 
strengthening the sense of pride 
and respect for the national flag.
The participants expressed their 
enthusiasm for the initiative. The 
programme in Medinipur once 
again conveyed the message that 
the Tricolour is not merely a nation-
al flag, but a symbol of India's unity, 
freedom, pride and the emotions of 
millions of Indians.

MI News Service,  Kolkata:   
Little Thespian successfully 
organised the 46th edition of 
Rang Adda – “Laghukatha San-
goshthi” on Sunday, bringing 
together writers, theatre prac-
titioners and literature enthu-
siasts for an evening of literary 
discussion, readings and per-
formance.

Rang Adda is a regular lit-
erary and cultural initiative of 
Little Thespian, created to bring 
literature and theatre closer to 
society and provide a common 
platform for writers, artists and 
audiences. Through readings, 
discussions and theatrical pre-
sentations, the initiative aims to 
encourage dialogue, promote lit-
erary expression and explore the 
connection between literature, 
performance and social life.

The 46th Rang Adda focused 
on the Laghukatha (short-short 
story) genre. Writers includ-
ing Shikhar Chand Jain, Sabi-

ta Bhuwaniya, Rachna Saran, 
Anamika Singh, Sweety Ku-
mari Mahto, Bhupendra Singh 
Bashar, Ranjana Jha, Sudha 
Mishra Dwivedi and Nidhi Ku-
mari Singh presented their 
works. The stories explored 
a range of human and social 
themes and were appreciated 
by the audience. Senior litter-
ateur Shri Suresh Choudhary, 
the special guest, shared his 
thoughts with the gathering. Dr. 
Reshmi Panda Mukherjee also 
offered observations on the sto-
ries presented and highlighted 
their literary and social signif-
icance.

Adding a theatrical dimen-
sion to the evening, Little Thes-
pian artists Sangeetha Vyas, 
Sudha Gaur, Warsi Thespian, 
Bhavesh Bhagat and Gunjan 
Azhar presented dramatic 
readings of the stories. The 
performances were warmly 
received by the audience and 

highlighted the possibilities of 
bringing short literature to the 
stage.

The programme was con-
ducted by MD Asif Ansari, 
while Rawel Pushp served as 
the coordinator. Senior mem-
ber of Little Thespian, Padma-
kar Vyas, and Secretary Aftab 
Alam honoured the guests. In 
her concluding address, Direc-
tor Uma Jhunjhunwala thanked 
all the participating writers, 
artists, guests and audience 
members. She emphasised that 
the true success of any cultural 
programme lies in the partic-
ipation and encouragement of 
its audience.

Little Thespian also ex-
pressed its gratitude to the 
A.P. Department of Calcutta 
Madrasah, along with all the 
participating writers, speakers, 
performers and supporters who 
contributed to the success of the 
event.

The 46th Rang Adda con-
cluded as a meaningful celebra-
tion of literature, theatre and 
cultural dialogue, reaffirming 
Little Thespian’s continuing 
effort to create a space where 
writers, performers and audi-
ences can come together and 
engage with creative ideas.

MI News Service,  Kolkata:   Maheshtala Nritya 
Tirtha hosted the day-long ‘Guru Naman’ Dance 
Festival 2026 on August 2 at the Bata Sports Club 
Auditorium in Maheshtala. Conceptualised by Nri-
tya Tirtha’s Director and dance guru Soma Sebak, 
the festival celebrated India’s rich Guru-Shishya 
tradition and the timeless bond between teachers 
and disciples.The event was graced by Hindustan 
Art & Music Society director Guru Pandit Prasenjit 
Poddar, dance gurus Pradipta Niyogi, Anuradha 
Niyogi, Poly Guha, Laily Basu and Susmita Nandi, 
theatre personality Raja Gupta and mime artiste 
Kamal Naskar. Chandroday Ghosh of the West 
Bengal Dance Group Federation extended his 
greetings through a video message.

The festival opened with a Saraswati Stotra and 
featured performances by dance groups from In-
dia and abroad. Artistes from Bangladesh and the 
USA, along with performers from Mumbai, Delhi, 
Kunoor, Bengaluru, Pune and Bhubaneswar, add-
ed an international and pan-Indian dimension to 
the celebration. A special performance by Riya 

Sengupta from the USA in Odissi was particularly 
appreciated.Students of Soma Sebak presented 
classical dance compositions in Tritaal, Jhaptal 
and Dhamar. Soma Sebak herself performed a 
solo Kathak recital, accompanied on tabla by Pan-
dit Prasenjit Poddar and Ridim Poddar.

With the wholehearted support of parents, ar-
tistes and well-wishers, ‘Guru Naman’ concluded 
on a memorable note, reaffirming the enduring 
significance of the Guru-Shishya tradition.

MI News Service,  Kolkata:  
A Central team has sought 
fresh proposals from the Kol-
kata Municipal Corporation 
(KMC) for strengthening the 
city’s flood-mitigation mea-
sures after a 2.5-day inspec-
tion of ongoing projects, rais-
ing the possibility of another 
round of funding. 

The National Disaster Man-
agement Authority (NDMA) 
has already sanctioned more 
than Rs 500 crore for the 
KMC’s waterlogging-control 
programme. The delegation 
inspected several project 
sites and expressed satisfac-
tion with the progress, KMC 
sources said. The team visited 
the Itkhola-1 and Itkhola-2 
waterbodies and a stretch of a 
canal known locally as Khelar 
Math. 

It also examined the drain-
age system near the Mint in 
Alipore and sought details of 
the data-based monitoring 
mechanism being developed 
by the civic body. According 
to KMC sources, the funds 
are being used for a range 
of measures, including res-
toration of canals and large 
wetlands, excavation of ponds 
and construction of retention 
tanks. Work is also planned 
on a barrage across the Adi 
Ganga, while several drain-
age pumping stations are un-
der construction. 

The civic body is simulta-
neously working on ground-
water recharge measures 
and a monsoon information 
system that will provide ar-
ea-specific early warnings 
during heavy rainfall. The 
Centre has sanctioned funds 
for similar flood-risk reduc-
tion measures in Mumbai, 
Chennai, Hyderabad, Pune, 
Ahmedabad and Bengaluru. 
Most of the projects under the 
current allocation are expect-
ed to be completed by July 
2027. Two pumping stations, 
however, are scheduled for 
completion by March 2028. 
After reviewing the progress, 
the delegation asked KMC to 
submit a detailed proposal 
for additional interventions to 
tackle flooding and waterlog-
ging in the city. 

MI News Service,  Kolkata:  West 
Bengal Health Department has stepped 
up surveillance after identifying a new 
species of Aedes mosquito in the state. 
State Health minister Dr Sharadwat 
Mukherjee said Aedes lineatopennis, a 
species belonging to the Aedes genus, 
has been detected in West Bengal for 
the first time. Until now, Aedes aegyp-
ti has been regarded as the primary 
vector responsible for transmitting 
dengue, yellow fever and chikungunya. 

The newly identified species, Aedes 
lineatopennis, is found in several parts 
of Asia and Africa, including India, but 
has now been recorded in West Bengal 
as well. The minister said entomolo-
gists in the Health Department have 
intensified surveillance following the 
discovery, and an expert team is study-
ing the species and its potential public 
health implications. Mukherjee said 
the presence of another Aedes species 
capable of transmitting disease could 
increase the risk of dengue outbreaks 
in the future. However, he stressed 
that the Health Department is closely 
monitoring the situation and there is 
no immediate cause for alarm. 

The state has so far reported six 
dengue cases till the end of July. The 
minister said details of all cases have 
been uploaded in the national surveil-
lance portal. Regular review meetings 
are being held at the state level under 
his leadership, with the next meeting 
scheduled for August 17. 

Monthly review meetings are also 
being conducted at the district level 
under District Magistrates and at the 
block level under Block Development 
Officers to monitor the dengue situa-
tion.  Meanwhile, entomologists urged 
caution against drawing premature 
conclusions about the newly identified 
mosquito. They said Aedes lineatope-
nnis is already known to occur in Odi-
sha and Patna, as well as in Sri Lanka, 
Japan, South Korea, Malaysia, Austra-
lia and several countries in sub-Saha-
ran Africa. The species typically breeds 
in rainwater-filled ground depressions, 
marshy areas, grassy lowlands and 
temporary pools formed after flooding. 
It is most active around dusk, though 
limited biting activity may also occur 
shortly before sunrise. 

The mosquito feeds on humans, 
other mammals and birds. Experts 
noted that Aedes lineatopennis is rec-
ognised as a secondary vector of the 
Rift Valley fever virus in Africa. How-
ever, there is currently no scientific 
evidence from India linking the species 
to the transmission of dengue, Zika or 
chikungunya. 

MI News Service,   
Kolkata:  In a major break-
through against cross-border 
arms smuggling networks, 
the state police Special Task 
Force (STF) seized a massive 
cache of illegal firearms and 
ammunition during a mid-
night raid at an abandoned 
Eastern Coalfields Limited 
(ECL) housing in Andal of 
West Burdwan. Acting on 
precise intelligence, the STF 
officials raided an abandoned 
housing complex in the Par-
ascole colliery area near the 
Padmavati Temple. 

The operation resulted 
in the recovery of 15 ille-
gal firearms, including 11 
sophisticated pistols, three 
improvised pipe guns, and 
one revolver, along with 56 
live cartridges concealed in-
side plastic bags. The break-
through came following the 
intense interrogation of two 
high-profile interstate arms 
traffickers and coal mafias, 
identified as Khairul Alam 
Choudhury and Shamsher 
Hussain. Choudhury was 
initially intercepted by the 
STF in Jamuria, while Hus-
sain was arrested in Ranchi, 
Jharkhand. Both suspects are 
notorious figures wanted for 
running large-scale illegal 
coal trade operations across 
the West Bengal-Jharkhand 
border. Sources informed 
that on Saturday night, STF 
officials raided the housing 
with the arrested duo to pin-
point the exact location of the 
hidden arsenal. 

MI News Service,  Kolkata:  The 
West Bengal government will send a 
report to the Centre on alleged irreg-
ularities at various blood banks ac-
cused of flouting the standard norms 
set by the state Health Department. 
Sources said state Health Minister 
Sharadwat Mukherjee has informed 
Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari 
about the matter.  The Chief Minister 
has given certain advice to Mukherjee 
on how to proceed. Adhikari’s mes-
sage was clear that no negligence 
would be tolerated by the BJP gov-
ernment. The Calcutta High Court 
directed the West Bengal government 
to file a report by August 14 on the 
status of an investigation that led to 
11 blood centres being barred from 
organising outside voluntary blood 
donation (VBD) camps.  The court 
also recorded the state’s submission 
that the restriction does not affect in-
house blood collection. Justice Krish-
na Rao was hearing a petition filed by 
Life Care Medical Foundation, whose 
Life Care Blood Centre on Linton 
Street was among the blood centres 
directed by the Joint Director of the 
State Blood Transfusion Council and 
Blood Transfusion Services (SBTC & 
BTS) to stop conducting outdoor VBD 
camps from August 1 until completion 
of the investigation. The petitioner 
challenged the July 31 order, contend-
ing that the Joint Director lacked the 
jurisdiction to issue such a direction. 
The state disputed the objection and 
argued that the plea had not raised 
that contention.

B E N G A  L

A grand blood donation programme was organised by the Taltala Helping Heroes Association near Taltala Sheetla 
Temple, with State Industries Minister Tapas Roy attending as the chief guest. BJP leader from North Kolkata San-
tosh Phatak, social activist Ashok Kumar Chakraborty, alias Mana Chakraborty, and other distinguished personali-
ties were also present. Shahabuddin Mallick, Rohit Kumar Singh, Arbaaz Khan and Ashok Kumar Chakraborty, alias 
Mana Chakraborty, played a key role in making the programme a success.

IPS officer Amit Verma, SP, HRD,  inspected several areas along the UN Pur riverbank in Uluberia on Monday 
 to assess the flood situation and review preparedness measures in coordination with the civil administration. 
IPS Additional SP Shoubhanik Mukhopadyay, Uluberia SDO Manas Kumar Mandal, UN Pur BDO Manik Karmakar, 
an Assistant Engineer from the Irrigation Department and Officer-in-Charge Soumen Gangopadhyay were also 
present during the inspection.

West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari attends the ‘Janata Darbar’ public outreach programme at the state 
BJP headquarters in Salt Lake, Kolkata, on Monday.           

Anirban Chowdhury, founder of the ‘Ani Diary & Bondhura Society’, felicitates popular musician Subrata Sen-
gupta. The event held recently also features songs, recitations and a musical tribute to Rabindranath Tagore, 
at Madhusudan Mancha.

Centre mulls more 
funds for KMC flood 

control works 

DENGUE surveillance 
increases in Bengal 

BLOOD BANK 
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send report to Centre 

ANDAL: STF seizes 
illegal firearms

Police Organize Free Health and Eye 
Check-Up Camp for Vehicle Drivers

MLA Distributes National Flags 
Under ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ Campaign

Little Thespian’s 46th Rang Adda Brings Literature 
and Theatre Together Through Laghukatha

Soma Sebak’s ‘Guru Naman’ Celebrates the Bond of Guru and Disciple

Indian Bank Organises Financial Literacy Camp-cum-CSR Activity at Derozio 
Memorial College, Rajarhat to Commemorate its 120th Foundation Day

Two Vehicles Flee After Overtaking Police Car; Chase Leads to Recovery of 22 Cattle
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Traffic moves slowly around Dharmatala as a large number of people gather for the
Tiranga Yatra in Kolkata on Monday.

Trinamool Congress MLAs stage a protest condemning the
alleged attack on party supremo Mamata Banerjee and
raising slogans against the BJP-led government, outside
the West Bengal Assembly, on Monday.

‘Forum  for Durgotsav’ welcomes govt decision to provide 
Continued from page 1

will continue to receive the aid. It has come as a huge relief
for organisers like us  who are under a lot of pressure,” said  De-
bapratim Bose President  Golf Green Sarodotsava  Committee

The Chief minister has said that the police have already been
asked to furnish the state administration with a detailed report
of all puja committees that have a budget of less than Rs 10 lakh
based on which the government will plan the financial aid. He
however, hasn’t mentioned the amount yet.  Incidentally the pre-
vious Trinamool Congress government of  Mamata Banerjee
began providing grants to Durga Puja committees in 2018, ini-
tially offering Rs 10,000 to each of them across the state .

The amount was gradually  increased over the years and
stood at Rs 1.10 lakh in 2025. Until last year, all police-approved
puja committees, numbering over 44,000 in West Bengal, were
eligible for the grant putting a huge financial burden on the al-
ready pressurised state exchequer. But now Suvendu Adhikari
soon after coming to power had made it clear that his govt would
not continue the blanket grant scheme and would instead iden-
tify committees that genuinely required financial assistance.

The Chief minister also assured the Forum that all puja com-
mittees would continue to receive tax-free benefits from the
Kolkata Municipal Corporation for outdoor advertisements dur-
ing the period between Mahalaya and Lakshmi Puja. Organisers
were also told that the govt would work towards providing a
100% electricity subsidy from CESC during the puja days. The
Forum said several other issues, including permission for pujas
on major roads and lanes were discussed at the meeting and the
Chief minister is expected to announce the government’s deci-
sions on these issues too at a meeting later this month after con-
sultations with the departments concerned, sources said. The
stance on grants has been closely watched since the BJP came
to office in Bengal in May, particularly because several promi-
nent pujas were associated with former Trinamool functionar-
ies.Organisers of smaller pujas have welcomed the proposed
selective approach. “We welcome the Chief minister’s decision
to provide grants to small puja committees while leaving out the
bigger ones,” said Amitabha Bhattacharya of Purba Palli  Asso-
ciation puja committee in Kalikapur.Subhasree Basu of Jadavpur
Porshimohol said the entire budget of their puja last year was
Rs 1.40 lakh out of which they got a grant of Rs 1.10 lakh from
the government. We are totally dependent on the grant. If we
don’t get the financial aid, we will have to stop the puja,” she
said. With Durga Puja scheduled for the third week of Oct, this
year’s puja will be the first under the new  BJP administration.

Indian High Commissioner meets Bangladesh PM amid fresh
Continued from page 1

and detrimental to the development of harmonious bilat-
eral relations between Bangladesh and India”. “Bangladesh is
outraged that the absconding convicted genocider Sheikh
Hasina was allowed this evening to engage in live interaction
with the media in New Delhi where she and her henchmen
launched venomous vitriol against the State of Bangladesh and
her people,” the statement read. Prior to the event, the Min-
istry of External Affairs had clarified that Hasina’s second such
virtual interaction had “no involvement of the Indian govern-
ment”. But despite India's clarification, the episode has added
another layer of strain to the Dhaka-New Delhi ties, already
complicated by Hasina's extradition request. Hasina fled to
India in 2024 after student-led protests forced her from power,
and she has remained in exile there ever since. In 2025, a
Bangladeshi court sentenced her to death on charges of crimes
against humanity for ordering a crackdown on the uprising.
The United Nations, in a report, said nearly 1,400 people were
killed in the crackdown. Hasina denies any wrongdoing.

Bangladesh has repeatedly sought Hasina's extradition,
but India has so far declined to hand her over.In the midst of
the chaos, the Indian envoy to Bangladesh has maintained a
conciliatory tone and extended his support to Rahman. Speak-
ing at the opening of a play area for children of visa applicants
at the Indian Visa Application Centre in Dhaka, Dinesh Trivedi
said he remained confident about the relationship between
New Delhi and Dhaka. "The Prime Minister of Bangladesh...
we all respect him a lot. I have listened to his speeches many
times, and he talks from his heart. This, I have seen. 

SC permits Abhishek Banerjee to travel abroad for
Continued from page 1

against him. The bench observed that seeking treatment
for illness or condition sometimes is a part of the right to pri-
vacy. After hearing the submissions, the apex court allowed
Banerjee’s appeal and permitted him to go abroad for three
weeks. The high court had on August 5 dismissed Banerjee’s
plea seeking permission to travel abroad, noting that he was
unwilling to appear before the medical board at the state-run
SSKM Hospital the next day for an assessment of his medical
condition. The high court noted that had Banerjee appeared
before the medical board, based on the opinion furnished by
the medical experts, the issue could have been examined by
the court in order to find out whether he needed to go abroad
for treatment or not. On August 3, the apex court had asked
the  Calcutta High court to take up within a week Banerjee’s
plea seeking permission to travel abroad for eye treatment.

The top court was then told by Banerjee’s counsel that the
plea sought modification of the High court order to allow the
MP to travel for medical treatment. The high court had earlier
extended till October 6 Banerjee’s interim protection from
coercive action in a case related to alleged comments
against leaders and workers of a rival party at a public
meeting on April 27 in the run-up to the second phase of
the West Bengal assembly polls. Granting relief, the high
court had directed Banerjee to cooperate with the probe
and not travel abroad without the court’s permission as pre-
viously ordered. The high court had extended the interim
protection to Banerjee till October 6, or until further orders,
whichever is earlier and said the TMC leader’s plea for mod-
ification of conditions for granting him interim protection
would be heard in August, but did not fix any date. Main-
taining that the court was not inclined to allow the peti-
tioner to travel abroad while the investigation was
underway, the high court had earlier said there were sev-
eral reputed eye clinics in Kolkata. The TMC leader had
also prayed for quashing the FIR against him.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
West Bengal has officially
joined the Centre’s
‘HarGharTiranga’ campaign
for the first time, with Chief
Minister SuvenduAdhikari
leading a TirangaYatra
through the streets of
Kolkata on Monday ahead
of Independence Day. Sev-
eral state ministers, MLAs
and senior BJP leaders, in-
cluding Dilip Ghosh and
Arjun Singh, participated in
the march carrying the na-
tional flag. The procession
began from Gostho Pal
Sarani and proceeded to-
wards the North Gate of Vic-
toria Memorial. Adhikari
was seen at the front of the
march holding the Tri-
colour. Panihati MLA Rat-
naDebnath, ministers Arjun

Singh, Jagannath Chatterjee
and Deepak Barman, along
with MLAs Rudranil Ghosh
and KaustavBagchi, were
among those who joined the
event. Thousands of people
also took part in the proces-
sion, turning the city’s
streets into a sea of Tri-
colours. A prominent ban-
ner carrying the message

‘HarGharTiranga’ led the
procession, followed by
ministers, political leaders
and members of the public.
After the march, Adhikari
announced that the West
Bengal government would
officially organise
RakhiBandhan celebrations
from this year. Explaining
the decision, he said the ini-

tiative would respect the re-
ligious significance of Rak-
shaBandhan while also
strengthening social har-
mony, unity and the bond of
brotherhood among people.

He called upon citizens
to come together through
the festival and pledged to
work towards the ‘recon-
struction’ of West Bengal,
with the aim of making the
state one of the best in the
country.

The Centre’s National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
government organises the
‘HarGharTiranga’ campaign
every year from August 9 to
17 as part of the Independ-
ence Day celebrations on
August 15. The campaign
encourages citizens to dis-
play the national flag at

their homes and participate
in activities celebrating the
spirit of patriotism.

According to the state
government, around 70
lakh Tricolours will be dis-
tributed across West Bengal
as part of this year’s cam-
paign. Adhikari urged citi-
zens to participate in the
official Independence Day
celebrations at Red Road on
August 15 and also con-
tribute to the campaign by
hoisting the national flag at
their homes.

The state government’s
participation marks a signif-
icant change from previous
years, when the campaign
was not officially observed
by the state administration
under the earlier govern-
ment.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The RPSG Group on Monday
announced that Purvah
Green Power Pvt Ltd, the re-
newable energy arm of
CESC Ltd, will acquire a 1.4
GWp operating solar portfo-
lio from ReNew Solar Power
Pvt Ltd for an enterprise
value of �4,859 crore.

The portfolio comprises
six special purpose vehicles
operating projects in Ra-
jasthan and Karnataka. The
acquisition has been fi-
nanced by the parent com-
pany and is among the
significant purchases of op-
erational solar assets in
India. More than 90% of the
acquired capacity is tied to
long-term power purchase

agreements with the Solar
Energy Corporation of India
(SECI), while the remaining
capacity is contracted with
Karnataka distribution com-
panies. All the agreements
have a tenure of 25 years.
Following the transaction,

Purvah’s contracted renew-
able capacity will increase
from around 3.4 GWp to 4.8
GWp. Of this, 1.8 GWp will
be operational, while 3 GWp
will be under various stages
of construction. The com-
pany will also have 2.2 GWh
of battery capacity under
implementation. RPSG Vice-
Chairman ShashwatGoenka
said the acquisition would
provide immediate operat-
ing scale, strengthen recur-
ring cash flows and
accelerate the group’s re-
newable energy expansion.
The deal also advances
RPSG’s target of building a
10 GW renewable energy
platform over the next few
years.

RPSG’s Purvah Green Power to Buy 1.4
GWp Operating Solar Assets for �4,859 Cr

MI News Service, Kolkata: The 11th edition
of the JBG Kolkata Marathon 2026, organ-
ised by Sportiz and sponsored by Jai Balaji
Group, was officially launched on August 9
under the theme ‘CholoDourai’ (Let’s Run).
The event is scheduled for November 29,
2026, and is expected to attract more than
15,000 participants from India and abroad.

The marathon will feature a 42.2-km
Full Marathon, 21.1-km Half Marathon, 10-
km and 5-km runs, a Cosplay Run and a
Special Heroes Category. The Full Marathon
has been recognised as Eastern India’s only
World Athletics Bronze Labelled Full
Marathon. The event will feature several
sports and entertainment personalities.
Gurindervir Singh will serve as Event Am-
bassador, while fitness icon MilindSoman
will be the Face of the Event. Paralympic
javelin champion SumitAntil will represent
the Special Heroes category, while actress
and triathlete SaiyamiKher will be the Star
Guest Runner. Marathon winner KartikKark-
era will represent the Marathon category,

while triathlete and fitness influencer Anki-
taKonwar will mentor more than 50 women
pacers. Former Olympian Anju Bobby
George will also attend the event. JBG Direc-
tor Gaurav Jajodia said the Bronze Label sta-
tus places Kolkata on the global marathon
map, while Sportiz CEO and Race Director
NishantMaheshwari said the organisers aim
to deliver international standards in race
management, safety, hydration, medical sup-
port and runner services.

Over 15k Runners to Take Part in 11th JBG Kolkata Marathon 

11th edition of the JBG Kolkata Marathon 2026

MI News Service, Kolkata: A
day after former West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee alleged that her
convoy was attacked by a
mob while she was travelling
to Halisahar in North 24 Par-
ganas, Chief Minister Suven-
duAdhikari visited the family
of BirjuKeot, who died in po-
lice custody on Saturday. Ad-
hikari held Banerjee
responsible for the incident,
alleging that despite having
Z-category security, she did
not inform the police about
her movement in advance. He
said adequate security
arrangements require time to
be put in place. The Chief
Minister said Banerjee’s office
should inform the police
about her future movements
to ensure proper security.
“Mamata can go wherever
she wants, but not where

Section 163 is in force,” he
said, referring to restrictions
on gatherings and protests.
Banerjee was travelling with
Trinamool Congress MPs
Kalyan Banerjee and Dola
Sen when her vehicle was al-
legedly targeted with stones.
Adhikari dismissed her claim
that she could have been
killed in the attack. Calling
the incident “painful”, Ad-
hikari said the former CM
had attempted to enter the
victim’s house, which was op-
posed by locals. The Chief
Minister, who also holds the
Home portfolio, assured the
bereaved family of justice and
announced the suspension of
the local police station’s In-
spector-in-Charge. The Dis-
trict Magistrate will conduct
an inquiry and submit a re-
port after the post-mortem
findings are available.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Political tensions in West
Bengal have intensified fol-
lowing protests and an al-
leged attack on former Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee’s
vehicle in Halisahar. While
the Trinamool Congress has
accused the BJP of being be-
hind the incident, BJP
spokesperson Shamik Bhat-
tacharya categorically denied
any party involvement and
strongly condemned the at-
tack. However, BJP leader
Dilip Ghosh took a different
position, saying he saw noth-
ing wrong with the public ex-
pressing their anger. He
recalled alleged attacks on
him and BJP workers when
his party was in opposition
and said both he and Bhat-
tacharya were correct in
their respective positions.
Commenting on the incident,
Ghosh questioned the criti-
cism surrounding slogans di-
rected at Banerjee. Referring
to former TMC leader Kunal
Ghosh, he said Kunal had
previously used the term
“Dacoit Queen” for Banerjee
and later received promo-
tions within the party. Ghosh
argued that ordinary people
may have drawn inspiration
from such political rhetoric.

Ghosh also recalled al-
leged attacks on him, claim-
ing he had been hit by bricks
and that his vehicle had been
vandalised several times. He
cited incidents involving BJP
workers in Diamond Harbour
and accused the previous
government of remaining
silent over alleged violence
against his party workers. “I
have endured 10 years of
walking on thorns and fight-
ing anti-social elements,”
Ghosh said, questioning
where the concern for hu-
manity and political courtesy
was when BJP workers al-
legedly faced attacks.

Responding to Bhat-
tacharya’s remarks, Ghosh
said the BJP spokesperson
had expressed the party’s of-
ficial position, while he had
stated his personal view.
“Both of us are right,” he
said, adding that anyone who
disagreed with him could be
sent to him for an explana-
tion. Ghosh also made a con-
troversial remark about the
use of eggs and bricks during
protests. Responding to
TMC’s warning that such ac-
tions could “boomerang” on
the BJP, he said nobody could
predict the future and
claimed that people in Bengal
still retained their sense of
humanity. He added that pro-
testers had used eggs instead
of bricks because they were
restrained.

Suvendu Blames Mamata for Convoy Attack

Dilip Says BJP Had
No Role in Mamata

Convoy Attack

MI News Service, Kolkata: A
private bank’s deputy branch
manager has been arrested
for allegedly defrauding a
customer of �7.8 lakh by mis-
using confidential account
and credit card information.
Kolkata Police arrested the
accused from Anandanagar in
Ballia, Uttar Pradesh, follow-
ing an investigation into the
alleged financial fraud. She is
being brought to Kolkata on
transit remand. The arrested
accused has been identified
as MamataKumari, a resident
of Uttar Pradesh. She was
serving as the deputy branch
manager at a private bank’s
Chetla branch in Kolkata. Ac-
cording to the complaint, Ku-
mari allegedly obtained a
customer’s credit card by mis-
using her official position and

subsequently used it to make
purchases worth �1 lakh. The
customer also alleged that an-
other �6.80 lakh was with-
drawn from his bank account
without his authorisation.

Investigators suspect
that the accused allegedly
misappropriated a total of
�7.80 lakh from the customer
through the unauthorised
use of his financial informa-
tion. Following the incident,
the customer lodged a com-
plaint with Chetla police sta-
tion, prompting Kolkata
Police to begin an investiga-
tion. During the probe, offi-
cers allegedly found that the
accused had taken advan-
tage of her position at the
bank to obtain sensitive in-
formation belonging to the
customer.

Bank Deputy Manager Arrested Over
Alleged �7.8 Lakh Customer Fraud

MI News Service, Kolkata: A new political
party, the ‘Azad Hind Party’, is set to be
launched with Gen Z as its principal driving
force, with Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s
great-grandson Chandra Kumar Bose likely
to serve as its mentor. The party will seek
to promote Netaji’s ideals and is expected
to formally begin its activities on October
21, the date on which Netaji announced the
formation of the first Provisional Govern-
ment of Free India, or Azad Hind Govern-
ment, in Singapore in 1943.

According to Chandra Bose, the new
political outfit will be launched from Cut-
tack, Odisha, the birthplace of Netaji. The
city is also likely to host the party’s first pro-
gramme. Besides Chandra Bose, a group of
Netaji admirers, researchers and young fol-
lowers from across the country are ex-
pected to be associated with the initiative.

Chandra Bose said his long-standing in-
teraction with young Netaji admirers and
researchers from Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, Odisha, West Bengal and other parts
of India has encouraged him to pursue the
idea. Bose recently severed ties with the
Trinamool Congress, citing personal rea-
sons in a letter to Chief Minister Mamata

Banerjee. Before joining the TMC, he was
associated with the Forward Bloc and had
spent seven years in the BJP. He joined the
BJP in 2016 in the presence of Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and had expressed his
desire to work politically based on Netaji’s
ideology. However, he said he could not
pursue that objective within the party.

“While I was in the BJP, it was not pos-
sible to do anything based on Netaji’s
ideals. After the TMC’s defeat in Bengal,
there is no scope for me to pursue that mis-
sion at the national level by remaining with
the party,” Bose said, explaining his deci-
sion to form a new political outfit.

The proposed party will now work to-
wards completing formalities, including
registration with the Election Commission
and finalising its electoral symbol.

Bose said the idea of forming a political
organisation based on Netaji’s ideals was
not new. Before joining the BJP, he had
even discussed the possibility with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. According to
Bose, Modi had then pointed out that India
already had around 1,600 political parties
and suggested that he work within an ex-
isting party.

‘Azad Hind Party’ Set to Launch
With Gen Z as Its Driving Force

MI News Service, Kolkata: The
West Bengal government is
preparing to introduce a uni-
fied digital parking system in
Kolkata as part of efforts to
modernise the city’s traffic
and parking infrastructure.
The proposed platform will
bring all authorised parking
areas under a single digital
network, aiming to improve
transparency, curb illegal
parking practices and make
parking management more
efficient. The plan was fi-
nalised at a high-level meeting
held at Nabanna, where offi-
cials discussed a roadmap for
transforming the city’s park-
ing system. The proposed
service will operate through a
dedicated mobile application,
allowing motorists to locate
parking spaces and make dig-
ital payments.

The platform is expected
to offer real-time information
on available parking slots,
along with cashless payment
options through UPI, QR
codes, cards and digital wal-
lets. Commuters will also re-
ceive instant digital receipts
reflecting government-ap-
proved parking charges, re-
ducing the scope for fake or
unauthorised receipts. Au-
thorities are considering a fa-

cility for advance booking of
parking spaces as well. A dig-
ital identification mechanism,
potentially involving vehicle
stickers or unique IDs, has
also been proposed to help
traffic police identify vehicles
using authorised parking
areas and detect violations
more efficiently. According to
Kolkata Municipal Corpora-
tion (KMC) officials, nearly
15,000 parking spaces have
been identified within the civic
area, of which around 9,000-
10,000 are formally regis-
tered. The government plans
to float fresh tenders to regu-
larise nearly 10,000 spaces
and ensure that parking rev-
enue reaches the municipal
treasury instead of unautho-
rised collectors.

Meanwhile, Kolkata Po-
lice will begin a stricter en-
forcement drive from

September 1, with revised
penalties for parking viola-
tions. Blocking footpaths,
parking in no-parking zones
and leaving commercial vehi-
cles unattended on major
roads for extended periods
will attract tougher action, in-
cluding towing. Authorities
also plan to end the long-
standing practice of parking
on both sides of narrow roads,
allowing vehicles to park only
on designated sides. Urban
Development and Municipal
Affairs Minister Agnimitra
Paul said roads should remain
available for traffic rather
than being used as overnight
parking areas. She urged bus
owners to use designated
stands or arrange dedicated
parking facilities and asked
vehicle owners with garages
not to leave their cars on pub-
lic roads.

Kolkata Set for Unified Digital Parking System 
as Govt Plans Crackdown on Illegal Parking

CM Leads Tiranga Yatra, Announces
Govt-Org Rakhi From This Year
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MI News Service, Kharagpur: Tension erupted at Sabra 
Gram Panchayat under Dantan-II block of West Medinipur 
district on Monday when a section of local residents sur-
rounded Trinamool Congress gram panchayat pradhan Mir 
Suroj and staged a protest.The protesters levelled serious 
allegations of alleged irregularities and corruption in var-
ious panchayat-related activities and demanded answers 
from the pradhan.According to local sources, a group of 
residents reached the Sabra Gram Panchayat office on 
Monday with several complaints and demands. The villag-
ers reportedly raised questions regarding the functioning 
of the panchayat and various development schemes and 
sought explanations from the pradhan.During the interac-
tion, an argument reportedly broke out between the villag-
ers and the pradhan, following which the situation became 
tense. A large number of local residents surrounded the 
pradhan and began protesting. As the situation escalated, 
police were informed.Police Reach Spot as Tension Esca-
lates.Following the information, a police team from the 
Jorageria outpost under Belda Police Station reached the 
spot.The police attempted to bring the situation under con-
trol and safely remove Pradhan Mir Suroj from among the 
protesters. Amid strong opposition from the local residents, 
police reportedly quickly put the pradhan into a vehicle and 
took him away from the spot.Later, reports emerged that 
the police had detained Mir Suroj.Allegations of Corruption 
to Be Investigated.The allegations raised by local residents 
primarily concern alleged irregularities and corruption in 
the functioning of the panchayat. However, the allegations 
against Pradhan Mir Suroj have not been independently ver-
ified.Police are investigating the incident and examining the 
actual reasons behind the confrontation as well as the ve-
racity of the allegations. The complete picture is expected to 
emerge only after the investigation progresses.Following the 
incident, the political atmosphere in the Sabra Gram Pan-
chayat area has also become heated. While the allegations 
and protest by local residents have sparked discussion, the 
reported detention of the panchayat pradhan by police has 
added to the political tension in the area.The police investi-
gation is currently underway, and attention is now focused 
on what facts emerge regarding the allegations made against 
the pradhan.

MI News Service,  Kolkata: The International Chamber of 
Business & Industry 
(ICBI) successfully host-
ed an talk show featur-
ing Samik Bhattacharya, 
Member of Rajya Sabha 
and State President of 
the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP), West Ben-
gal at Kolkata. The con-
clave was also attended 
by  Vineeta Agrawala, 
Convenor of the event;  
Mahesh Kumar Kedia, 
Aditya Murarka, Vishnu 
Sureka, Founder Trust-
ee. 

The session, titled 
"West Bengal: What We 
Have Lost in the Last 50 
Years and What We Plan 
to Gain in the Next 10 
Years," focused on the 
state's economic transfor-
mation, industrial revival, 
infrastructure develop-
ment, employment gen-
eration, education, and 
investment opportunities.  
Speaking on the occasion, 
Samik Bhattacharya,  
Member of Rajya Sabha 
and State President of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), West Bengal, said, 
“West Bengal stands at 
an important turning 
point, and our priority 
is to create an environ-
ment where investment, 
entrepreneurship and 
employment can flour-
ish without unnecessary 
interference. The Prime 
Minister has made it clear 
that investments of ₹100 
crore and above must 
receive complete support 
and face no obstruction at 
any level. Alongside eco-
nomic growth, we remain 
committed to the welfare 
of the underprivileged. 
Our objective is to build a 
Bengal that is transpar-
ent, investor-friendly and 
development-oriented, 
while ensuring that the 
benefits of growth reach 
every section of society. 
Platforms such as ICBI 
play an important role 
in bringing these stake-
holders together, under-
standing their concerns 
and collectively working 
towards building a Viksit 
West Bengal over the 
next decade.”

Mahesh Kumar Ke-
dia said  " We thank Shri 
Samik Bhattacharya for 
sharing his vision and 
all our members for 
their enthusiastic par-
ticipation."

Aditya Murarka said, 
"The session enabled 
our members to gain 
valuable perspectives 
on West Bengal's eco-
nomic future and the 
opportunities that lie 
ahead.” 

Miscellaneous
Village Panchayat Pradhan 

Gheraoed During Protest in Dantan

Kolkata hosts Bengal’s 
Development Roadmap Conclave

Change  of Name
I, Dilip Das (old name), S/o. Chapit Das, R/o. 
Keota Ghoshpara Main Road, Sahaganj, 
Chinsurah, Hooghly-712104, W.B., do hereby 
declare that I have changed my name from 
Dilip Das to Dilip Kumar Das (New Name) and 
henceforth I shall be known as Dilip Kumar 
Das in all purpose, vide an affidavit no. 353 
sworn before Notary Public, Sadar, Hooghly 
Court on 23/07/2026. I, Dilip Kumar Das & 
Dilip Das S/o. Chapit Das, both are the same 
& one identical person. Robin Aditya Das is 
my son.

Change  of Name
I, Soma Nag, Soma Nag (Das) (Old Name) 
W/o Bijoy Sankar Das Residing at FL T 8, 
Star Apt, 4th FLR, F/D 5, Vidyasagar Pal-
ly, Baguiati, District - North 24 Parganas, 
Pin - 700059, West Bengal, India, do hereby 
declare that I have Changed my name from 
Soma Nag, Soma Nag (Das) (Old Name) to 
Soma Das (New Name) and henceforth I 
shall be known as Soma Das (New Name) 
in all purpose, vide affidavit Sworn before 
the Notary public at Kolkata on Dated 10-08-
2026. Soma Das (New Name) and Soma Nag, 
Soma Nag (Das) (Old Name) both are same 
and one identical person.

Change  of Name
I, Bijay Sankar Das, Bijay Shankar Das (Old 
Name) S/o Radha Raman Das Residing at 
FL T 8, Star Apt, 4th FLR, F/D 5, Vidyasagar 
Pally, Baguiati, District - North 24 Parganas, 
Pin - 700059, West Bengal, India, do hereby 
declare that I have Changed my name from 
Bijay Sankar Das, Bijay Shankar Das (Old 
Name) to Bijoy Sankar Das (New Name) and 
henceforth I shall be known as Bijoy Sankar 
Das (New Name) in all purpose, vide affidavit 
Sworn before the Notary public at Kolkata on 
Dated 10-08-2026. Bijoy Sankar Das (New 
Name) and Bijay Sankar Das, Bijay Shankar 
Das (Old Name) both are same and one iden-
tical person.

Change  of Name
I, Dolly Das, Doli Das (Old Name) D/o Nemai 
Pal W/o Bikash Das Residing at 49, Pratira-
kha Nagar, P.o - Birati, P.s - Nimta, District 
- North 24 Parganas, Pin - 700051, West 
Bengal, India, do hereby declare that I have 
Changed my name from Dolly Das, Doli Das 
(Old Name) to Dali Das (New Name) and 
henceforth I shall be known as Dali Das (New 
Name) in all purpose, vide affidavit Sworn 
before the Notary public at Kolkata on Dated 
10-08-2026. Dali Das (New Name) and Dolly 
Das, Doli Das (Old Name) both are same and 
one identical person.

Change  of Name
I, Pravat Sarkar (Old Name) S/o Narendra 
Nath Sarkar Residing at Sahanui Chinui, 
Nimo, Vtc+P.o - Nimo, District - Barddhaman,  
Pin - 713146, West Bengal, India, do hereby 
declare that I have Changed my name from 
Pravat Sarkar (Old Name) to Prabhat Sark-
ar (New Name) and henceforth I shall be 
known as Prabhat Sarkar (New Name) in all 
purpose, vide affidavit no 71/2026 Sworn 
before the Notary public at Kolkata on Dated 
10-08-2026. Prabhat Sarkar (New Name) and 
Pravat Sarkar (Old Name) both are same and 
one identical person.

Change  of Name
I, Vikay Kumar Shaw, Vijay Kr. Shaw (Old 
Name) S/o Late Sitaram Shaw Residing 
at 26/1 Khagendra Chatterjee Road, Cos-
sipore, Cossipore H.O, District - Kolkata, 
Pin - 700002, West Bengal, India, do hereby 
declare that I have Changed my name from 
Vikay Kumar Shaw, Vijay Kr. Shaw (Old 
Name) to Vijay Kumar Shaw (New Name) 
and henceforth I shall be known as Vijay 
Kumar Shaw (New Name) in all purpose, vide 
affidavit no 72/2026 Sworn before the Notary 
public at Kolkata on Dated 10-08-2026. Vijay 
Kumar Shaw (New Name) and Vikay Kumar 
Shaw, Vijay Kr. Shaw (Old Name) both are 
same and one identical person.

Change  of Name
I, Bamang Shanti (Old Name) D/o Bamang 
Tassar Residing at 023, Batt Itanagar, Near 
Ganga Lake Itanagar, Vtc - Bat, P.o - Ram 
Krishna Mission, District - Papum Pare, 
Pin - 791113, Arunachal Pradesh, India, do 
hereby declare that I have Changed my name 
from Bamang Shanti (Old Name) to Sasha 
Bamang (New Name) and henceforth I shall 
be known as Sasha Bamang (New Name) in 
all purpose, vide affidavit no 73/2026 Sworn 
before the Notary public at Kolkata on Dated 
10-08-2026. Sasha Bamang (New Name) 
and Bamang Shanti (Old Name) both are 
same and one identical person.

Change  of Name
I, Sambhu Nath Shaw (Old Name) S/o Sital 
Prasad Shaw Residing at 125 Maharshi De-
bendra Road, Hatkhola S.O, Hatkhola, District 
- Kolkata, Pin - 700005, West Bengal, India, 
do hereby declare that I have Changed my 
name from Sambhu Nath Shaw (Old Name) 
to Shambhunath Shaw (New Name) and 
henceforth I shall be known as Shambhu-
nath Shaw (New Name) in all purpose, vide 
affidavit no 74/2026 Sworn before the No-
tary public at Kolkata on Dated 10-08-2026. 
Shambhunath Shaw (New Name) and Sam-
bhu Nath Shaw (Old Name) both are same 
and one identical person.

Change  of Name
I, Prasenjit Sarkar (Old Name) S/o Prabhat 
Sarkar Residing at Sahanui, Chinui, Vtc+P.o - 
Nimo, District - Barddhaman,  Pin - 713146, 
West Bengal, India, do hereby declare that 
I have Changed my name from Prasenjit 
Sarkar (Old Name) to Prosenjit Sarkar (New 
Name) and henceforth I shall be known as 
Prosenjit Sarkar (New Name) in all purpose, 
vide affidavit no 75/2026 Sworn before the 
Notary public at Kolkata on Dated 10-08-
2026. Prosenjit Sarkar (New Name) and Pra-
senjit Sarkar (Old Name) both are same and 
one identical person.

Change  of Name
I, Sundar Chandra Naskar, Sundar Ch Naskar 
(Old Name) S/o Rakshit Naskar Residing at 
Mondalerlat, 36 no Mondalerlat, Vtc - Mad-
husudanpur, P.o - Chhotrisher Hat, District 
- South 24 Parganas, Pin - 743338, West 
Bengal, India, do hereby declare that I have 
Changed my name from Sundar Chandra 
Naskar, Sundar Ch Naskar (Old Name) to 
Sundar Naskar (New Name) and hence-
forth I shall be known as Sundar Naskar 
(New Name) in all purpose, vide affidavit no 
76/2026 Sworn before the Notary public at 
Kolkata on Dated 10-08-2026. Sundar Nas-
kar (New Name) and Sundar Chandra Naskar, 
Sundar Ch Naskar (Old Name) both are same 
and one identical person.

Change  of Name
I, Subrata Karmokar (Old Name) S/o Sri Hari 
Sadhan Karmakar Residing at EE-126, Flat 
No - 11, Sector - ll,  Salt Lake, P.o - Sech Bha-
wan, P.s - Bidhannagar East,  District - North 
24 Parganas, Kolkata - 700091, West Bengal, 
India, do hereby declare that I have Changed 
my name from Subrata Karmokar (Old 
Name) to Subrata Karmakar (New Name) 
and henceforth I shall be known as Subrata 
Karmakar (New Name) in all purpose, vide 
affidavit no 68039 Sworn before the Ld. Ju-
dicial Magistrate (1st Class) at Alipore on 
Dated 31-07-2026. Subrata Karmakar (New 
Name) and Subrata Karmokar (Old Name) 
both are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Musafir Mollah, son of Halim Mollah-re-
siding at Keshabpur, Mollapara, P.O.-Begri, 
P.S.-Domjur, Dist. Howrah, PIN 711411, and 
born on 2nd April 1996-have executed an 
affidavit (No.10559/26) on 24/07/2026 be-
fore the First Class Executive Magistrate at 
Howrah Court. This was done because my 
nickname appears as "Nawab Mulla" and 
my father's name appears as "Aleem Mulla" 
in certain documents, including my Aadhaar 
card and PAN card. I hereby declare that 
Musafir Mollah and Nawab Mulla are one and 
the same person, and that my father, Halim 
Mollah and Aleem Mulla, are also one and the 
same person.

Name Change
I Soyeb Alam (old name) residing at 128 L.N 
Atta Road,Champdani.P.o Baidyabati,PS.
Bhadreswar,Dist Hooghly ,Pin 712222 ,WB.
have changed my name to SAYEB ALAM 
(New name).Vide an A affidavit 5446,dat-
ed 24.06.2026 before the Judicial Magis-
trate,1st Class at Chandernagore Hooghly 
.That  Sayeb Alam and Soyeb Alam both are 
same & One identical person .Md Salim is 
my Son.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) MAHAKI BIBI  W/o- JARJIS 
ALI  Residing at, - Gaintola, Chandmoni 
Lakshmipur, Ratua, Dist- Malda, Pin- 732139, 
West Bengal. Do hereby declare that I have 
Changed my name from MAHAKI BIBI To 
MAHKI (New name) and henceforth I Shall be 
Known as (New name) MAHKI in all purpose 
Vide an affidavit No- 2137 On Date 07 August 
2026  Sworn before the Notary Public at Ber-
hampore Murshidabad,  MAHKI and MAHAKI 
BIBI  both are Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) ALI NAWAZ BISWAS  S/o- 
SIRAJUL BISWAS  Residing at, - Kani Ba-
moni, Duttapulia, Dist- Nadia, Pin- 741501, 
West Bengal. Do hereby declare that I have 
Changed my name from ALI NAWAZ BISWAS 
To ALINAWAZ BISWAS (New name) and 
henceforth I Shall be Known as (New name) 
ALINAWAZ BISWAS in all purpose Vide an 
affidavit No- 2138 On Date 07 August 2026  
Sworn before the Notary Public at Berhamp-
ore Murshidabad,  ALINAWAZ BISWAS and 
ALI NAWAZ BISWAS  both are Same and one 
identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) SIRAZUL BISWAS  S/o- DAUD 
BISWAS  Residing at, - Kani Bamoni, Duttapu-
lia, Dist- Nadia, Pin- 741501, West Bengal. Do 
hereby declare that I have Changed my name 
from SIRAZUL BISWAS To SIRAJUL BISWAS 
(New name) and henceforth I Shall be Known 
as (New name) SIRAJUL BISWAS in all pur-
pose Vide an affidavit No- 2139 On Date 07 
August 2026  Sworn before the Notary Pub-
lic at Berhampore Murshidabad,  SIRAJUL 
BISWAS and SIRAZUL BISWAS  both are 
Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) SIBAJEE BISWAS  S/o- SHIB-
KUMAR BISWAS  Residing at, - Bathanga-
chi, Hanskhali, Dist- Nadia, Pin- 741507, 
West Bengal. Do hereby declare that I have 
Changed my name from SIBAJEE BISWAS 
To SHIBAJI BISWAS (New name) and hence-
forth I Shall be Known as (New name) SHI-
BAJI BISWAS in all purpose Vide an affidavit 
No- 2140 On Date 07 August 2026  Sworn 
before the Notary Public at Berhampore Mur-
shidabad,  SHIBAJI BISWAS and SIBAJEE 
BISWAS  both are Same and one identical 
person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) SIBH KUMAR BISWAS  S/o- 
GOSTA BISWAS  Residing at, - Bathanga-
chi, Hanskhali, Dist- Nadia, Pin- 741507, 
West Bengal. Do hereby declare that I have 
Changed my name from SIBH KUMAR 
BISWAS To SHIBKUMAR BISWAS (New 
name) and henceforth I Shall be Known as 
(New name) SHIBKUMAR BISWAS in all pur-
pose Vide an affidavit No- 2141 On Date 07 
August 2026  Sworn before the Notary Public 
at Berhampore Murshidabad,  SHIBKUMAR 
BISWAS and SIBH KUMAR BISWAS  both are 
Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Usha Yadav  Wift of No- 15786363k Rank 
HAV (OCC) Name Sonu Kumar Unit 129 AD 
Regt C/o 99 APO Pin- 926129 Parmanent 
Residing at, - Aurangabaad Aheer, Bulan-
dashahr, Dist- Bulandashahr, Pin- 203205, Ut-
tar Pradesh. That my actual date of birth 10 
May 1986 and my wrong Date if birth 10 April 
1887 Recorded in my Husband Service Re-
cord Do hereby declare that I have Changed 
my Date of birth 10 May 1986 Vide an affida-
vit No- 22AC 904927 On Date 25 July 2026  
Sworn before the Notary Public at Domkal 
Murshidabad.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) BIKASH MALLICK  S/o- 
ASHUTOSH MALLICK  Residing at, - Betai 
Civilganj, Betai, Tehatta, Dist- Nadia, Pin- 
741163, West Bengal. Do hereby declare 
that I have Changed my name from BIKASH 
MALLICK To BIKASH MALLIK (New name) 
and henceforth I Shall be Known as (New 
name) BIKASH MALLIK in all purpose Vide 
an affidavit No- 2142 On Date 07 August 
2026  Sworn before the Notary Public at Ber-
hampore Murshidabad,  BIKASH MALLIK and 
BIKASH MALLICK  both are Same and one 
identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) KHEJUYARA BIBI  W/o- MO-
ZAMMEL HAQUE  Residing at, - Sahebnagar, 
Jalangi, Sagarpara Dist- Murshidabad, Pin- 
742306, West Bengal. Do hereby declare that 
I have Changed my name from KHEJUYARA 
BIBI To KHEJUARA BIBI (New name) and 
henceforth I Shall be Known as (New name) 
KHEJUARA BIBI in all purpose Vide an affida-
vit No- 2144 On Date 07 August 2026  Sworn 
before the Notary Public at Berhampore Mur-
shidabad,  KHEJUARA BIBI and KHEJUYARA 
BIBI  both are Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) MOJAMMEL HAQUE  S/o- 
RAFEZUDDIN MONDAL  Residing at, - Saheb-
nagar, Jalangi, Sagarpara, Dist- Murshidabad, 
Pin- 742306, West Bengal. Do hereby declare 
that I have Changed my name from MOJAM-
MEL HAQUE To MOZAMMEL HAQUE (New 
name) and henceforth I Shall be Known as 
(New name) MOZAMMEL HAQUE in all pur-
pose Vide an affidavit No- 2145 On Date 07 
August 2026  Sworn before the Notary Public 
at Berhampore Murshidabad,  MOZAMMEL 
HAQUE and MOJAMMEL HAQUE  both are 
Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Nousaba Naz(Old Name),Wife Of Md  
Salahuddin ,Resident Of Azad Nagar ,Rah-
mat Nagar Burnpur,Po-Burnpur,Ps-Hira-
pur,Dist.paschim Bardhaman,713325,West 
Bengal Do Hereby Declare That I Have 
Changed My Name From Nousaba Naz 
(Old Name) To Nousaba Naaz (New  
Name) And Henceforth I Shall Be Known As 
Nousaba Naaz(New Name ) In All Purpose,-
Vide Affidavit No 14 Sworn Before The Nota-
ry Public At Kolkata On 10/08/2026.Nousaba 
Naaz (New Name) And Nousaba Naz (Old 
Name) Both Are Same And One Identical 
Person.

Name Change
I, Yasmim Akhtari (Old Name),Wife Of Md 
Shamim Ansari, Resident Of Pucca Ba-
zar,Asansol,Po-Asansol, Ps-Asansol South, 
Dist.paschim Bardhaman ,713301,West 
Bengal Do Hereby Declare That I Have 
Changed My Name From Yasmim 
Akhtari(Old Name) To Asmin Banu (New  
Name) And Henceforth I Shall Be Known As 
Asmin Banu (New Name ) In All Purpose,-
Vide Affidavit No 18 Sworn Before The No-
tary Public At Kolkata On 10/08/2026.Asmin 
Banu (New Name) And Yasmim Akhtari (Old 
Name) Both Are Same And One Identical 
Person.

Name Change
I, Rajan Kumar (Old Name), S/o Laxman 
Prasad, Resident of Khushi Collection R 
P Centre N S Road SBI Building, Jaiga-
on-736182, West Bengal, India. do hereby 
declare that I have changed my name from 
Rajan Kumar (Old Name) to Rajan kumar 
Jaiswal (new name) and henceforth I shall be 
known as Rajan Kumar Jaiswal (New Name) 
in all purpose, vide affidavit sworn before 
the Notary Public at Kolkata on 10/08/2026. 
Rajan kumar Jaiswal (new name) and Rajan 
Kumar (old name) both are same and one 
identical person.

Name Change
I,Jebunnesha Begam(Old Name),Daughter 
Of Mohammad Musa,Wife Of Shaikh Sahidul 
Islam,Resident Of Morolpara,Uludanga,Am-
danga,North24parganas-743221,West Ben-
gal Do Hegulsan Arareby Declare That I Have 
Changed My Name From Jebunnesha Be-
gam(Old Name) To Jebunnesha (New Name) 
And Henceforth I Shall Be Known As Jebun-
nesha (New Name ) In All Purpose,Vide Affi-
davit No 19 Sworn Before The Notary Public 
At Kolkata On 10/08/2026.Jebunnesha(New 
Name) And Jebunnesha Begam(Old Name) 
Both Are Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I,Ankita Chatterjee Nabi(Old Name),Wife Of 
Syed Firoj Nabi,Resident Of Nakshi Mohalla,-
Po & Ps-Pandua,Hooghly-712149,West Ben-
gal Do Hereby Declare That I Have Changed 
My Name From Ankita Chatterjee Nabi(Old 
Name) To Ankita Chatterjee(New Name) 
And Henceforth I Shall Be Known As Ankita 
Chatterjee(New Name ) In All Purpose,Vide 
Affidavit No 12047 Sworn Before The Ld 
1St Class Judicial Magistrate At Hooghly 
Sadar On 14/05/2026.Ankita Chatterjee(New 
Name) And Ankita Chatterjee Nabi(Old 
Name) Both Are Same And One Identical 
Person.

Name Change
I,Khayrul Ali Sardar(Old Name),Son Of Mojir 
Ali Sardar,Resident Of Mallickpur,Vtc-Shri-
rampur,South 24 Parganas-700145,West 
Bengal Do Hereby Declare That I Have 
Changed My Name From Khayrul Ali 
Sardar(Old Name) To Khayrul Sardar(New 
Name) And Henceforth I Shall Be Known 
As Khayrul Sardar(New Name ) In All Pur-
pose,Vide Affidavit No 34 Sworn Before The 
Notary Public At Kolkata On 10/08/2026.
Khayrul Sardar(New Name) And Khayrul Ali 
Sardar(Old Name) Both Are Same And One 
Identical Person.

Name Change
I,Md Kayum Sardar(Old Name),Son Of Khayrul 
Sardar,Resident Of Mallickpur,Vtc-Shriram-
pur,South 24 Parganas-700145,West Bengal 
Do Hereby Declare That I Have Changed My 
Name From Md Kayum Sardar(Old Name) To 
Kayum Sardar(New Name) And Henceforth I 
Shall Be Known As Kayum Sardar(New Name 
) In All Purpose,Vide Affidavit No 35 Sworn 
Before The Notary Public At Kolkata On 
10/08/2026.Kayum Sardar(New Name) And 
Md Kayum Sardar(Old Name) Both Are Same 
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I,Hosneara Bgum(Old Name), Doughter Of 
Seikh Allah Rakha,Resident Of Begari,Nas-
karpara,Howrah-711411,West Bengal Do 
Hereby Declare That I Have Changed My 
Name From Hosneara Bgum(Old Name) To 
Hosenara Sekh(New Name) And Henceforth 
I Shall Be Known As Hosenara Sekh(New 
Name ) In All Purpose,Vide Affidavit No 38 
Sworn Before The Notary Public At Kolkata 
On 10/08/2026.Hosenara Sekh(New Name) 
And Hosneara Bgum(Old Name) Both Are 
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Asif Iqbal(Old Name),Son Of Md Younus, 
Resident Of 39/1, Pilkhana 3rd Bye Lane, 
Golabari, Po-Howrah, Howrah-711101, 
West Bengal Do Hereby Declare That I Have 
Changed My Name From Asif Iqbal (Old 
Name) To Md  Asif Iqbal(New Name) And 
Henceforth I Shall Be Known As Md Asif 
Iqbal (New Name ) In All Purpose,Vide Affida-
vit No 39 Sworn Before The Notary Public At 
Kolkata On 10/08/2026.Md Asif Iqbal(New 
Name) And Asif Iqbal(Old Name) Both Are 
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I,Aditi Ganguly(Old Name),Wife Of Late 
Sumit Kumar Ganguly,Resident Of Manjus-
ree Apartment 3Rd-Fr,Fl-3C,159,Sodepur 
First Lane,Haridevpur,South 24 Parga-
nas-700082,West Bengal Do Hereby Declare 
That I Have Changed My Name From Aditi 
Ganguly(Old Name) To Aditi Roy(New Name) 
And Henceforth I Shall Be Known As Aditi 
Roy(New Name ) In All Purpose,Vide Affi-
davit No 37 Sworn Before The Notary Public 
At Kolkata On 10/08/2026.Aditi Roy(New 
Name) And Aditi Ganguly(Old Name) Both 
Are Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I,Mrinal Kanti Pal(Old Name),Son Of Benoy 
Bhusan Paul,Resident Of 11/4,Picnic Garden 
Road,Po & Ps-Tiljala, Kolkata-700039,West 
Bengal Do Hereby Declare That I Have 
Changed My Name From Mrinal Kanti 
Pal(Old Name) To Mrinal Kanti Paul(New 
Name) And Henceforth I Shall Be Known 
As Mrinal Kanti Paul(New Name ) In All Pur-
pose,Vide Affidavit No 36 Sworn Before The 
Notary Public At Kolkata On 10/08/2026.
Mrinal Kanti Paul(New Name) And Mrinal 
Kanti Pal(Old Name) Both Are Same And One 
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Samistha Kundu (Old Name), W/o Ashim 
Kundu, Resident of 82/3, Bhairab Dutta Lane, 
Salkia, Howrah- 711106, West Bengal, India. 
do hereby declare that I have changed my 
name from Samistha Kundu (Old Name) to 
Sarmistha Kundu (new name) and hence-
forth I shall be known as Sarmistha Kundu 
(New Name) in all purpose, vide affidavit 
sworn before the Notary Public at Kolkata on 
10/08/2026. Sarmistha Kundu (new name) 
and Samistha Kundu (old name) both are 
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I,Mohammad Akram(Old Name),Son Of Late 
Md Aslam,Resident Of 86,Balu Talab Nawa-
jawan Club,Kolkata,Kamarhati(M),North 24 
Parganas-700058,West Bengal Do Hereby 
Declare That I Have Changed My Name 
From Mohammad Akram(Old Name) To Md 
Akram(New Name) And Henceforth I Shall 
Be Known As Md Akram(New Name ) In All 
Purpose,Vide Affidavit No 55 Sworn Before 
The Notary Public At Kolkata On 10/08/2026.
Md Akram(New Name) And Mohammad 
Akram(Old Name) Both Are Same And One 
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sk Hasibul (Old Name), S/o Sharif Ma-
hammad, Resident of Vill- West Bainan, P.O.- 
Bainan, P.S.- Bagnan, Dist.- Howrah- 711303, 
West Bengal, India. do hereby declare that I 
have changed my name from Sk Hasibul (Old 
Name) to Sekh Hasibul Islam (new name) 
and henceforth I shall be known as Sekh Ha-
sibul Islam (New Name) in all purpose, vide 
affidavit sworn before the Notary Public at 
Kolkata on 10/08/2026. Sekh Hasibul Islam 
(new name) and Sk Hasibul (old name) both 
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sekh Jeyatasna (Old Name), W/o Sekh 
Hasibul Islam, Resident of Vill- West Bain-
an, P.O.- Bainan, P.S.- Bagnan, Dist.- How-
rah- 711303, West Bengal, India. do hereby 
declare that I have changed my name from 
Sekh Jeyatasna (Old Name) to Sekh Jyotsna 
(new name) and henceforth I shall be known 
as Sekh Jyotsna (New Name) in all purpose, 
vide affidavit sworn before the Notary Pub-
lic at Kolkata on 10/08/2026. Sekh Jyotsna 
(new name) and Sekh Jeyatasna (old name) 
both are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Salim  Molla (Old Name), S/o Idris Molla, 
Resident of Vill & P.O.- Khariop, P.S.- Amta, 
Dist.- Howrah- 711401, West Bengal, India. 
do hereby declare that I have changed my 
name from Salim  Molla (Old Name) to Selim  
Molla (new name) and henceforth I shall be 
known as Selim  Molla (New Name) in all pur-
pose, vide affidavit sworn before the Notary 
Public at Kolkata on 10/08/2026. Selim  Mol-
la (new name) and Salim  Molla (old name) 
both are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Darshna Arvind Kumar Mehta (Old Name), 
W/o Arvind Kumar Kantilal Mehta, Resident 
of Flat-71, 4A, Ray Street, L.R. Sarani, Kolk-
ata- 700020, West Bengal, India. do hereby 
declare that I have changed my name from 
Darshna Arvind Kumar Mehta (Old Name) 
to Darshna Arvind Mehta (new name) and 
henceforth I shall be known as Darshna 
Arvind Mehta (New Name) in all purpose, 
vide affidavit sworn before the Notary Public 
at Kolkata on 10/08/2026. Darshna Arvind 
Mehta (new name) and Darshna Arvind Ku-
mar Mehta (old name) both are same and 
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Bagaban Jana (Old Name), Son Of Bhagbat 
Jana, Resident Of Vill-Purunda, Po-Negua,Ps-
Egra,Purba Medinipur-721448,West Bengal 
Do Hereby Declare That I Have Changed My 
Name From Bagaban Jana(Old Name) To 
Bhagaba Jana(New Name) And Henceforth 
I Shall Be Known As Bhagaba Jana(New 
Name ) In All Purpose,Vide Affidavit No 27 
Sworn Before The Notary Public At Kolkata 
On 23/07/2026.Bhagaba Jana(New Name) 
And Bagaban Jana(Old Name) Both Are 
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Mofitid Al Am Qureshi  (Old Name), Son 
Of Husen,Resident Of 51/5,Cowies Ghat 
Road,Shibpur,Howrah - 711102, West Ben-
gal, Do Hereby Declare That I Have Changed 
My Name  From Mofitid Al Am Qureshi (Old 
Name) To Mofid Alam Qureshi (New Name) 
And Henceforth I Shall Be Known As Mofid 
Alam Qureshi (New Name) In All Purpose 
Vide Affidavit No 31 Sworn Before The No-
tary Public  At Kolkata On 07/08/2026. Mofid 
Alam Qureshi (New Name) And Mofitid Al 
Am Qureshi  (Old Name) Both Are Same And 
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Tipu Samanta (Old Name), W/o Asok Sa-
manta, Resident of Abakash Aptt, Flat-A-7, 
121/24/F, Kalitala Road, North Purbachal, 
Kolkata- 700078, West Bengal, India. do 
hereby declare that I have changed my name 
from Tipu Samanta (Old Name) to Tipu Rani 
Samanta (new name) and henceforth I shall 
be known as Tipu Rani Samanta (New Name) 
in all purpose, vide affidavit sworn before the 
Notary Public at Kolkata on 10/08/2026. Tipu 
Rani Samanta (new name) and Tipu Samanta 
(old name) both are same and one identical 
person.

Name Change
I, Ashok Samanta (Old Name), S/o Kanai Lal 
Samanta, Resident of Abakash Aptt, Flat-A-7, 
121/24/F, Kalitala Road, North Purbachal, 
Kolkata- 700078, West Bengal, India. do 
hereby declare that I have changed my name 
from Ashok Samanta (Old Name) to Asok Sa-
manta (new name) and henceforth I shall be 
known as Asok Samanta (New Name) in all 
purpose, vide affidavit sworn before the No-
tary Public at Kolkata on 10/08/2026. Asok 
Samanta (new name) and Ashok Samanta 
(old name) both are same and one identical 
person.

Name Change
I, RAJID BEGUM (old name) , D/O-KAUSAR 
ALI KHAN,W/O-JAMSED ALI KHAN,residing 
at VILL-MADHABPUR(ADAMPUR),P.O-MAD-
HABPUR,P.S-ARAMBAGH,DIST-HOOGH-
LY,712413, West Bengal, India,  do hereby 
declare that I have changed my name from 
RAJID BEGUM (Old Name) to RIJIYA BIBI 
(New Name)and henceforth shall I be known 
as  RIJIYA BIBI (new name), as declared Be-
fore The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an 
affidavit dated 10/08/2026. RIJIYA BIBI (new 
name) and RAJID BEGUM (old name) both 
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Anup Banerjee (old name) , S/O Radha 
Nath Banerjee, residing at 91/5 Motilal Gup-
ta Road, Haridevpur, Kolkata- 700082, West 
Bengal, India,  do hereby declare that I have 
changed my name from Anup Banerjee (Old 
Name) to Anup Kumar Banerjee (New Name)
and henceforth shall I be known as  Anup 
Kumar Banerjee (new name), as declared 
Before The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide 
an affidavit dated 10/08/2026. Anup Kumar 
Banerjee (new name) and Anup Banerjee 
(old name) both are same and one identical 
person.

Name Change
I, ASHIS KESH (old name) , S/O PROSANTA 
KESH, residing at RAM KRISHNA PALLY, 
KALNA ROAD. P.O- BURDWAN (E),P.S- BURD-
WAN,DIST- PURBO BURDWAN,PIN- 713101. 
WEST BENGAL. INDIA, India,  do hereby 
declare that I have changed my name from 
ASHIS KESH (Old Name) to ASHIS KUMAR 
KESH (New Name)and henceforth shall I be 
known as  ASHIS KUMAR KESH (new name), 
as declared Before The Executive Magistrate 
at Purba Bardhaman, vide an affidavit dat-
ed 10/08/2026. ASHIS KUMAR KESH (new 
name) and ASHIS KESH (old name) both are 
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ilias Sk (Old Name), Son  Of Late Noorislam 
Sk,  Resident Of  Sangrampur, Masat, Dist - 
South 24 Parganas, Pin - 743375, West Ben-
gal, Do Hereby Declare That I Have Changed 
My Name  From Ilias Sk  (Old Name) To Eliyas 
Sk (New Name) And Henceforth I Shall Be 
Known As    Eliyas Sk  (New Name) In All Pur-
pose Vide Affidavit  Sworn Before The Notary 
Public  At Kolkata On 07/08/2026. Eliyas Sk 
(New Name) And Ilias Sk (Old Name) Both 
Are Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Md Haroon Rashid (Old Name), S/o Mo-
hammed Jalaluddin, Resident of 2/2, Topsia 
Road, P.O. & P.S.- Tiljala, Kolkata- 700039, 
West Bengal, India My Driving Licence No.- 
WB0119970 14039. do hereby declare that 
I have changed my name from Md Haroon 
Rashid (Old Name) to Mohammed Haroon 
Rashid (new name) and henceforth I shall be 
known as Mohammed Haroon Rashid (New 
Name) in all purpose, vide affidavit sworn be-
fore the Ld. 1st Class Judicial Magistrate at 
Kolkata on 10/08/2026. Mohammed Haroon 
Rashid (new name) and Md Haroon Rashid 
(old name) both are same and one identical 
person.

Name Change
I, Bappa Das (Old Name), S/o Madan Das @ 
M Das, Resident of 47C, Abdul Halim Lane, 
Kolkata-700016, West Bengal, India My 
Driving Licence No.- WB01 2001 0166765. 
do hereby declare that I have changed my 
name from Bappa Das (Old Name) to Ashoke 
Das (new name) and henceforth I shall be 
known as Ashoke Das (New Name) in all 
purpose, vide affidavit sworn before the Ld. 
1st Class Judicial Magistrate at Kolkata on 
07/08/2026. Ashoke Das (new name) and 
Bappa Das (old name) both are same and 
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Taslima Bibi (Old Name), S/o Humayun 
Molla, Resident of Vill & P.O.- Chatta Ka-
likapur, P.S.- Mahesh Tala Bata Nogor, Dist.- 
South 24 Pgs, Pin- 700140, West Bengal, 
India. do hereby declare that I have changed 
my name from Taslima Bibi (Old Name) to 
Taslima Molla (new name) and henceforth 
I shall be known as Taslima Molla  (New 
Name) in all purpose, vide affidavit sworn 
before the Notary Public at Kolkata on 
10/08/2026. Taslima Molla (new name) and 
Taslima Bibi (old name) both are same and 
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sekhar Chakraborty (Old Name),Son 
Of Nirmal Chakraborty, Resident Of Vill & 
Po-Shirakol, Ps-Usthi,South 24 Parganas 
-743513, West Bengal Do Hereby Declare 
That I Have Changed My Name From 
Sekhar Chakraborty(Old Name) To Shekhar 
Chakraborty(New Name) And Henceforth I 
Shall Be Known As Shekhar Chakraborty(New 
Name ) In All Purpose,Vide Affidavit No 67 
Sworn Before The Notary Public At Kolkata 
On 07/08/2026.Shekhar Chakraborty(New 
Name) And Sekhar Chakraborty (Old Name) 
Both Are Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Mamota Chakraborty (Old Name),Wife 
Of Shekhar Chakraborty,Resident Of Vill 
& Po-Shirakol,Ps-Usthi,South 24 Parga-
nas-743513,West Bengal Do Hereby De-
clare That I Have Changed My Name From 
Mamota Chakraborty(Old Name) To Lali 
Chakraborty(New Name) And Henceforth 
I Shall Be Known As Lali Chakraborty(New 
Name ) In All Purpose,Vide Affidavit No 7354 
Sworn Before The Ld 1St Class Judicial Mag-
istrate At Diamond Harbour  On 22/07/2025.
Mamota Chakraborty(New Name) And Lali 
Chakraborty(Old Name) Both Are Same And 
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Amjed Ali Mondal( Old Name), Son 
Of Iyasin Mandal, Resident Of Vill- 
Madhabpur, Po-Bangoan, Ps-Ban-
goan, North 24 Parganas-743235, 
West Bengal, West Bengal Do Hereby De-
clare That I Have Changed My Name From 
Amjed Ali Mondal(Old Name) To Amjad Mon-
dal(New Name) And Henceforth I Shall Be 
Known As Amjad Mondal(New Name ) In All 
Purpose,Vide Affidavit No 49 Sworn Before 
The Notary Public At Kolkata On 10/08/2026.
Amjad Mondal(New Name) And Amjed Ali 
Mondal(Old Name) Both Are Same And One 
Identical Person.

Name Change
I,Sayani Ganguli(Old Name),Wife Of Sayak 
Ghosh,Resident Of Ghosh Para,P.o-Jhore-
hat,P.s-Sankrail,Howrah-711302,West Ben-
gal Do Hereby Declare That I Have Changed 
My Name From Sayani Ganguli(Old Name) To 
Sayani Ganguly(New Name) And Henceforth 
I Shall Be Known As Sayani Ganguly(New 
Name ) In All Purpose,Vide Affidavit No 20 
Sworn Before The Notary Public At Kolkata 
On 10/08/2026.Sayani Ganguly(New Name) 
And Sayani Ganguli(Old Name) Both Are 
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I,Nizam Molla (Old Name),Son Of Late 
Jalaluddin Molla,Resident Of Mallick-
pur,Benia Danga Dey Dutta Para,Hari-
harpur,South 24 Parganas-700145,West 
Bengal Do Hereby Declare That I Have 
Changed My Name From Nizam Molla 
(Old Name) To Nijamuddin Molla  (New  
Name) And Henceforth I Shall Be Known As 
Nijamuddin Molla (New Name ) In All Pur-
pose,Vide Affidavit No 21 Sworn Before The 
Notary Public At Kolkata On 10/08/2026.
Nijamuddin Molla (New Name) And Nizam 
Molla (Old Name) Both Are Same And One 
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Laxman Sammaddar, Lakhsman 
Samaddar & Lankhan Samadder  
& Lankhan (Old Name), S/o Late Khatra 
Mohan Samaddar, Resident of Sree Colony, 
Regent State, Kolkata- 700092, West Bengal, 
India. do hereby declare that I have changed 
my name from Laxman Sammaddar, Lakhs-
man Samaddar & Lankhan Samadder 
(Old Name) to Lakshman Samadder (new 
name) and henceforth I shall be known as 
Lakshman Samadder (New Name) in all 
purpose, vide affidavit sworn before the Ld. 
1st Class Judicial Magistrate at Alipore on 
04/08/2026. Lakshman Samadder (new 
name) and Laxman Sammaddar, Lakhsman 
Samaddar & Lankhan Samadder (old names) 
all are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Aritra Bose (Old Name), D/o Rabi Tewari, 
Resident of 51B, Justice Chandra Madhab 
Road, L.R. Sarani, Kolkata- 700020, West 
Bengal, India. do hereby declare that I have 
changed my name from Aritra Bose (Old 
Name) to Aritra Tewari (new name) and 
henceforth I shall be known as Aritra Tew-
ari (New Name) in all purpose, vide affidavit 
sworn before the Notary Public at Kolkata on 
07/08/2026. Aritra Tewari (new name) and 
Aritra Bose (old name) both are same and 
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Smriti Mukherjee (Old Name), W/o SAB-
YASACHI MUKHERJEE  Resident of Madhu 
Sarany Doctor Colony, Rambagan, Raniganj 
(m), Bardhaman, Pin- 713358, West Bengal, 
India. do hereby declare that I have changed 
my name from Smriti Mukherjee (Old Name) 
to Smriti Banerjee Mukherjee (new name) 
and henceforth I shall be known as Smriti Ba-
nerjee Mukherjee (New Name) in all purpose, 
vide affidavit sworn before the Notary Public 
at Kolkata on 05/08/2026. Smriti Banerjee 
Mukherjee (new name) and Smriti Mukherjee 
(old name) both are same and one identical 
person.

Name Change
I, Sayantan Bhattacharyya, Resident of FL 
NO-4012, SILVEROAK ESTATE KALIPARK, 
PO-RAJARHAT, Bidhannagar, 700136, West 
Bengal, India. do hereby declare that I have 
changed my Son’s name from Haridaan 
Bhattacharyya (Old Name) to Hridaan Bhat-
tacharyya (new name) and henceforth he 
shall be known as Hridaan Bhattacharyya 
(New Name) in all purpose, vide affidavit 
sworn before the Notary Public at Kolkata 
on 10/08/2026. Hridaan Bhattacharyya 
(new name) and Haridaan Bhattacharyya 
(old name) both are same and one identical 
person.

Name Change
I, JAMSAD ALI JHAN (old name) , S/O-RAHA-
MAT ALI KHAN ,residing at VILL-MADHAB-
PUR(ADAMPUR),P.O-MADHABPUR,P.S-AR-
AMBAGH,DIST-HOOGHLY,712413, West 
Bengal, India,  do hereby declare that I have 
changed my name from JAMSAD ALI JHAN 
(Old Name) to JAMSED ALI KHAN (New 
Name)and henceforth shall I be known as  
JAMSED ALI KHAN (new name), as declared 
Before The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an 
affidavit dated 10/08/2026. JAMSED ALI 
KHAN (new name) and JAMSAD ALI JHAN 
(old name) both are same and one identical 
person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) NAZRUL ISLAM S/o- SARK-
AR ABDUL RASID  Residing at, - Malibari, 
Malibari, Dist- Murshidabad, Pin- 742306, 
West Bengal. Do hereby declare that I have 
Changed my name from NAZRUL ISLAM To 
SARKAR NAZRUL ISLAM (New name) and 
henceforth I Shall be Known as (New name) 
SARKAR NAZRUL ISLAM in all purpose Vide 
an affidavit No- 2143 On Date 07 August 
2026  Sworn before the Notary Public at Ber-
hampore Murshidabad,  SARKAR NAZRUL 
ISLAM and NAZRUL ISLAM  both are Same 
and one identical person.
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MI News Service, Kolkata: The
Geological Survey of India (GSI)
has achieved a landmark inter-
national recognition with its Si-
walik Mammalian Fossil
Collections, housed in the GSI
Gallery of the Indian Museum,
Kolkata, being accorded the
prestigious International Union
of Geological Sciences (IUGS)
Geo-Collection designation.

The recognition was con-
ferred during the 82nd Exec-
utive Committee Meeting of
the IUGS, held in Bogotá,
Colombia. This is the first-ever
IUGS Geo-Collection designa-
tion awarded to India. The In-
ternational Union of
Geological Sciences (IUGS) is
one of the world's foremost
scientific organizations dedi-
cated to advancing geoscience
through international cooper-
ation, geological research,
and the conservation of geo-
logical heritage. An IUGS Geo-
Collection recognizes museum
collections of outstanding
global importance owing to
their exceptional scientific,
historical, and educational
value to the geosciences.

The designated Siwalik
Mammalian Fossil Collections
constitute one of South Asia's

richest and most scientifically
significant repositories of ver-
tebrate fossils, spanning the
Miocene to Pleistocene epochs
(approximately 18 to 0.5 mil-
lion years ago). The collection
comprises an extraordinary di-
versity of fossil vertebrates, in-
cluding primates, carnivores,
rodents, equids, pro-
boscideans, rhinoceroses, gi-
raffids, bovids, crocodilians,
and numerous other taxa re-
covered from the fossiliferous
Siwalik Group and its exten-
sions across India, Pakistan,
Myanmar, and adjoining re-
gions.

The nomination for the
IUGS Geo-Collection designa-
tion was prepared and submit-
ted by the GSI, Central
Headquarters, Kolkata, under
the IUGS Geo-Collections Pro-
gramme. 

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Education and industrial
growth are one of the
prime agendas for the new
government of West Bengal
led by BJP leader and Chief
Minister of West Bengal Su-
vendu Adhikari. The
Higher and State Audit and
Accounts Service Associa-
tion, West Bengal recently
conducted a seminar on
"West Bengal: Unfolding
the Story of Excellence in
Economic and Industrial
Development and Public Fi-
nance". Among those pres-

ent were Finance Minister
Dr. Swapan Dasgupta, In-
dustry, Commerce and En-
terprises Minister Tapas
Roy, Higher Education Min-
ister Jagannath Chattopad-

hyay and Minister of State
in the Finance Department
Anandamay Barman. The
ministers outlined the gov-
ernment's priorities in
maintaining fiscal disci-

pline, promoting industrial
growth and strengthening
higher education to support
long-term development.

The academic sessions
featured presentations by
Dr. Ambujaksha Mohanty,
former professor at IIM
Calcutta, and Dr. Subhanil
Chowdhury, Professor of
Economics at Presidency
University. Partha
Chakraborty, General Sec-
retary of the Higher and
State Audit and Accounts
Services Association also
addressed the gathering. 

GSI receives international recognition 

Bengal Ministers pledge for education & industrial growth 

MI News Service, New Delhi: After Union
Sports Minister Mansukh Mandaviya said
that Indian football is making "excellent
progress", his assessment drew sharp re-
actions online, with several questioning
his evaluation and some calling it out as
something "far from the truth". "Football
is making excellent progress. The ISL will
be hosted again, and new football clubs
are being formed," Mandaviya said. "The
government has also announced a pack-
age of Rs 36,000 crore, under which we
have decided to promote an academy
culture; academies for various disciplines
will be encouraged. These academies will
be run specifically by retired athletes," he
added. However, with Indian football fac-
ing several problems on and off the pitch,

Mandviya's optimism was justifiably
under scrutiny. "Which alternate real-
ity?" one user asked. Others questioned
what yardstick was being used to meas-
ure the "excellent progress". Another
pointed to India's FIFA ranking, failure to
qualify for the men's premier continental
competition and problems faced by clubs.

"FIFA ranking: 138. Haven't quali-
fied for the men's premier continental
competition. Clubs shutting down due to
high participation fees levied by AIFF.
Club headed by a mafia suing other clubs
mercilessly," the user wrote. "Excellent
progress in what? Shutting down
clubs?", questioned another, referring to
Tata Steel deciding to withdraw
Jamshedpur FC from the ISL for the
2026-27 season. The Ranjit Bajaj-Bib-
iano Fernandes fiasco is another exam-
ple. Mandaviya's comments come
against this backdrop, with questions
about the domestic game's stability and
India's international performances con-
tinuing to dominate discussions around
the sport.

Indian football making excellent 
progresses: UNION SPORTS MINISTER
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CHICAGO [US] : A child with risk factors for heart
disease has to wait nearly a year to see a cardiologist
in the United States today due to high demand and
constrained resources.

They could use this valuable time to manage their
illnesses and avoid having a heart attack or stroke.

The Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children's Hospital in
Chicago and Northwestern University recently pub-
lished the first comprehensive study on the practise
of paediatric preventive cardiology in 30 years. It was
found that children with cardiovascular disease risk
factors were very common, but there was a severe
lack of staff and resources to provide the prompt,
preventive care these children needed. In the journal
Circulation: Cardiovascular Quality and Outcomes,
the study's findings were released. The study,
according to the researchers, should be taken as a
call to action for policymakers and healthcare sys-
tems to allocate more funds, such as increased
investment in paediatric preventive cardiology, more
research to guide clinical care, and more collabora-
tion between programmes to develop best practices.
"We're not talking about primordial prevention -
they've already got risk factors and are at risk for
having an early heart attack or stroke," said corre-
sponding study author Dr. Amanda Marma Perak,
assistant professor of pediatric cardiology and pre-
ventive medicine at Northwestern University
Feinberg School of Medicine and a pediatric preven-
tive cardiologist at Lurie Children's Hospital. "It's the
difference between treating and controlling their risk
over time versus letting that risk factor damage their
vessels over many years to the point you've lost
ground." These risk factors can and should be
screened for at pediatric primary care appointments
so children can be referred to a cardiologist if neces-
sary, but therein lies the problem of limited
resources, Perak said. "It's unfortunate because pae-
diatrics is such a great opportunity to address these
risk factors before they often disappear from clinical
care for a while as young adults when maybe they'll
be more at risk because they haven't been looked at
for so long," Perak said.  Heart disease is the leading
cause of death for adult men, women and people of
most racial and ethnic groups in the U.S., with one
person dying every 33 seconds from cardiovascular
disease, according to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention.  "Parents with children on a long
wait list might be panicking, but they might also get
the message 'this isn't that important,'" Perak said.

"They've been referred by their primary care
provider, but the longer they're on this waitlist, the
more likely they are to not go to the appointment
because months later, life has changed, more things
are going on, who knows where the cholesterol levels
are." Perak said she fears the paediatricians might
also be getting the same message.  

"If primary care paediatricians don't have any-
where to send these children, their hands are tied,
and they may be less likely to refer a patient to a spe-
cialist," Perak said. Perak said parents can work with
their paediatrician to identify local programs to man-
age their child's cardiovascular risk factors. The
American Heart Association (AHA) is working to
coordinate efforts to help address these gaps and
challenges and to raise awareness with other stake-
holders, such as policymakers, who need to take
action, she said. Lurie Children's Hospital has been
working to improve its waitlists, with new preventive
cardiology patients in Chicago or the suburbs waiting
between just one week to one month to be seen by a
specialist in person or via telemedicine.

Additionally, Perak said Lurie Children's Hospital
has hired additional advanced practice nurses to
hold preventive cardiology clinics and is currently
working to start a "mobile" clinic that will travel to
underserved neighbourhoods to offer care on-site.

One outcome Perak and the AHA hope will come
of these findings is to find ways to make kids' heart
disease management more efficient for everyone -
not just the patients and their cardiologists, but also
physicians in other specialities, such as endocrinolo-
gists, nephrologists and weight-management special-
ists, Perak said.

Study finds how body's invisible
scalpel removes brain cancer

Cardiovascular disease risk factors
are prevalent in young people: Study

LA JOLLA (CALIFORNIA)  :
Glioblastoma, the most prevalent
and lethal type of brain cancer,
spreads quickly, invading and
destroying healthy brain tissue.
The tumour shoots malignant ten-
drils into the brain, making surgi-
cal removal of the tumour
extremely difficult or impossible.

Salk researchers have discov-
ered that the immunotherapy
drug anti-CTLA-4 significantly
improves survival in mice with
glioblastoma. Furthermore, they
observed that this therapy was
dependent on immune cells
known as CD4+ T cells invading
the brain and activating the
tumor-destructive actions of other
immune cells known as microglia,
which live in the brain perma-
nently.

The findings, which were pub-
lished in Immunity, demonstrate
the benefit of using the body's
own immune cells to attack brain
cancer and could lead to more
successful immunotherapies for
treating brain cancer in humans.

"There are currently no effec-
tive treatments for glioblastoma-a
diagnosis today is basically a
death sentence," says Professor
Susan Kaech, senior author and
director of the NOMIS Center for
Immunobiology and Microbial
Pathogenesis. "We're extremely
excited to find an immunotherapy
regimen that uses the mouse's
own immune cells to fight the
brain cancer and leads to consid-
erable shrinkage, and in some
cases elimination, of the tumor."

When standard cancer treat-
ments like surgery, chemotherapy,
and radiation cease to be effec-
tive, doctors increasingly turn to

immunotherapy. Immunotherapy
encourages the body's own
immune cells to seek and destroy
cancer cells. Though not univer-
sal, immunotherapy works on
many tumors and has provided
many patients with strong, long
lasting anti-cancer responses.
Kaech wanted to find new ways
of harnessing the immune system
to develop more safe and durable
treatments for brain cancer.

Her team found three cancer-
fighting tools that have been
somewhat overlooked in brain
cancer research that may coop-
erate and effectively attack
glioblastoma: an immunotherapy
drug called anti-CTLA-4 and spe-
cialized immune cells called
CD4+ T cells and microglia.

Anti-CTLA-4 immunotherapy
works by blocking cells from
making the CTLA-4 protein,
which, if not blocked, inhibits T
cell activity. It was the first
immunotherapy drug designed to

stimulate our immune system to
fight cancer, but it was quickly
followed by another, anti-PD-1,
that was less toxic and became
more widely used. Whether anti-
CTLA-4 is an effective treatment
for glioblastoma remains
unknown since anti-PD-1 took
precedence in clinical trials.
Unfortunately, anti-PD-1 was
found to be ineffective in multiple
clinical trials for glioblastoma-a
failure that inspired Kaech to see
whether anti-CTLA-4 would be
any different.

As for the specialized immune
cells, CD4+ T cells are often over-
looked in cancer research in
favor of a similar immune cell,
the CD8+ T cell, because CD8+ T
cells are known to directly kill
cancer cells. Microglia live in the
brain full time, where they patrol
for invaders and respond to dam-
age-whether they play any role in
tumor death was not clear. First,
the researchers compared the

life spans of mice with glioblas-
toma when treated with anti-
CTLA-4 versus anti-PD-1. After
discovering that blocking CTLA-4
prolonged their life spans consid-
erably, but blocking PD-1 did not,
the team moved on to figure out
what made that outcome possi-
ble. They found that after anti-
CTLA-4 treatment, CD4+ T cells
secreted a protein called interfer-
on gamma that caused the tumor
to throw up "stress flags" while
simultaneously alerting microglia
to start eating up those stressed
tumor cells. As they gobbled up
the tumor cells, the microglia
would present scraps of tumor on
their surface to keep the CD4+ T
cells attentive and producing
more interferon gamma-creating
a cycle that repeats until the
tumor is destroyed.

"Our study demonstrates the
promise of anti-CTLA-4 and out-
lines a novel process where CD4+
T cells and other brain-resident

immune cells team up to kill can-
cerous cells," says co-first author
Dan Chen, a postdoctoral
researcher in Kaech's lab.

To understand the role of
microglia in this cycle, the
researchers collaborated with
co-author and Salk Professor
Greg Lemke, holder of the
Françoise Gilot-Salk Chair. For
decades, Lemke has investigated
critical molecules, called TAM
receptors, used by microglia to
send and receive crucial mes-
sages. The researchers found
that TAM receptors told
microglia to gobble up cancer
cells in this novel cycle.

"We were stunned by this
novel codependency between
microglia and CD4+ T cells," says
co-first author Siva Karthik
Varanasi, a postdoctoral
researcher in Kaech's lab. "We
are already excited about so
many new biological questions
and therapeutic solutions that
could radically change treatment
for deadly cancers like glioblas-
toma." Connecting the pieces of
this cancer-killing puzzle brings
researchers closer than ever to
understanding and treating
glioblastoma.

"We can now reimagine
glioblastoma treatment by trying
to turn the local microglia that
surround brain tumors into
tumor killers," says Kaech, hold-
er of the NOMIS Chair.
"Developing a partnership
between CD4+ T cells and
microglia is creating a new type
of productive immune response
that we have not previously
known about."

BOSTON [US] : Critically ill patients who are in circulato-
ry shock, which happens when the heart is unable to
pump enough blood and oxygen to the rest of the body,
frequently as a result of heart failure, sepsis, or haemor-
rhage, require close monitoring and treatment, especial-
ly to maintain adequate blood pressure to prevent dam-
age to vital organs.

Recently, a system for monitoring these patients was
created by a group of scientists from MIT and
Massachusetts General Hospital (MGH), which may help
doctors manage their blood pressure and cardiac func-
tion to lower the risk of mortality and other adverse
health effects.

The study's results were released in Nature Medicine.
The work entailed developing a method for measuring

a circulation feature known as critical closure pressure,
which is the blood pressure at which small blood capil-
laries collapse and blood flow ceases. Although critical
closing pressure can provide an indicator of blood vessel
tone in response to disease and therapy, it has not been
frequently measured in clinical care.

Development of the new approach utilized high reso-

lution waveform data from blood pressure monitoring of
5,532 patients in the cardiac intensive care unit at MGH.
Researchers developed an analysis based on measured
parameters (including arterial pressure, pulse pressure,
and heart rate) to define the critical closing pressure.
They then defined a value called tissue perfusion pres-
sure-calculated as the difference between average arteri-
al blood pressure and critical closing pressure-and found
that it predicted a patient's risk of death, length of hospi-
tal stay, and peak blood lactate level (an indicator of tis-
sue oxygenation).

"When treating patients with circulatory shock, it is
essential to maintain adequate blood pressure targets,
yet standard goals are not personalized to individual
patients. We have developed a new metric that can iden-
tify individuals with inadequate tissue perfusion who are
at risk for adverse outcomes. We believe this method can
be used to optimize treatment decisions for patients in
the intensive care unit," said senior author Aaron
Aguirre, MD, PhD, an attending cardiologist and critical
care specialist at MGH and an assistant professor of
Medicine at Harvard Medical School.

New blood pressure related technique predicts
health outcomes in patients: Study

"When treating patients with circulatory shock, it is

essential to maintain adequate blood pressure targets,
yet standard goals are not personalized to individual
patients. We have developed a new metric that can

identify individuals with inadequate tissue perfusion
who are at risk for adverse outcomes. 

ENGLAND [UK] : According to a
recent study by UCL
researchers, receiving therapy
for problematic social media
use can be effective in improv-
ing the mental well-being of
people with depression.

The research, published in
the Journal of Medical Internet
Research, found that social
media use interventions could
help adults for whom social
media use has become problem-
atic or interferes with their
mental health.

Problematic use occurs
when a person's preoccupation
with social media diverts them
from important duties and caus-
es them to overlook obligations
in other areas of their life.

According to prior research,
social media use can become
problematic when it begins to
negatively impact a person's
everyday life and results in
mental health problems like
sadness, anxiety, tension, and
loneliness.

To address these issues, and
improve users' mental health,
social media use interventions
have been developed and evalu-
ated by researchers. Such tech-
niques include abstaining from
or limiting the use of social
media, alongside therapy-based
techniques such as Cognitive
Behavioural Therapy (CBT).

The researchers analysed 23
studies which featured partici-
pants from across the globe,
between 2004 and 2022. They
found that in more than a third
of studies (39 per cent), social
media use interventions
improved mental well-being.

Improvements were particu-
larly notable in depression (low
mood), as 70 per cent of studies
saw a significant improvement
in depression following the
intervention. Therapy-based
interventions were most effec-
tive - improving mental wellbe-
ing in 83 per cent of studies,
compared to 20 per cent of
studies finding an improvement
where social media use was lim-
ited and 25 per cent where

social media was given up
entirely.

Lead author, Dr Ruth
Plackett (UCL Institute of
Epidemiology & Health), said,
"Mental health issues are on the
rise, as is the number of people
who use social media.

"Health and care profession-
als should be aware that reduc-
ing time spent on social media is
unlikely to benefit mental well-
being on its own.

"Instead, taking a more ther-
apy-based approach and
reflecting on how and why we
are interacting with social
media and managing those
behaviours could help improve
mental health."

Study author and GP Dr
Patricia Schartau (UCL Institute
of Epidemiology & Health),
added, "As primary care physi-
cians, we should proactively
explore social media use and its
effects on mental health in
patients who present with anxi-
ety and/or low mood in order to
give those patients the opportu-
nity to benefit from treatment
including some of the more
effective interventions outlined
in our review."

In 2022 it was estimated that
4.59 billion people globally used
at least one form of social media
and the sites have dramatically
changed how people communi-
cate, form relationships and
perceive each other. 

While some studies report
that social media can be benefi-
cial to users and provide them
with increased social support,
other evidence links social
media with depression, anxiety
and other psychological prob-
lems - particularly in young
people.

The researchers hope that
their findings will help to devel-
op guidance and recommenda-
tions for policymakers and clini-
cians on how best to manage
problematic social media use.

However, further research is
needed in order to investigate
who may benefit most from
social media use interventions. 

Depression symptoms are
lessened by social media
interventions: Study

Ai+ Smartphone Partners with
Kaun Banega Crorepati Season 18:

A Legacy of Trust Meets a New
Generation of Technology

The association brings together one of India’s most trusted television
properties with Ai+ Smartphone’s vision of building technology around
trust, transparency and privacyKolkata : Ai+ Smartphone today
announced its partnership with Kaun Banega Crorepati (KBC) Season 18,
bringing the new-age Indian smartphone brand together with one of the
country’s most iconic and trusted television properties.For over two
decades, KBC and its legendary host Amitabh Bachchan have stood for
credibility, knowledge and aspiration, earning the trust of generations of
Indian audiences. For Ai+ Smartphone, the association reflects a shared
belief that trust is not claimed, it is earned over time.As a young Indian
technology brand, Ai+ Smartphone is building its journey around trans-
parency, privacy and consumer-first technology. Its association with KBC
gives the brand an opportunity to take this vision to millions of households
across India.Archi Gogoi, Head of Brand, Marketing & Growth, Ai+
Smartphone and NxtQuantum Shift Technologies, said, “KBC is more than
a television show; it is a part of India’s cultural fabric. Over the years, KBC
and Mr. Bachchan have built an extraordinary legacy of credibility and
trust. As a young Indian brand, that resonates deeply with us. We are
building Ai+ with the belief that trust has to be earned every day through
our products, our actions and our transparency. This partnership brings
together an established legacy of trust with a new Indian technology
brand aspiring to earn the same confidence from consumers.”The associ-
ation marks another step in Ai+ Smartphone’s journey towards building
an Indian technology brand rooted in trust, privacy and transparency.

Samsung Galaxy Z Fold8 Ultra,
Z Fold8, Z Flip8, Watch Ultra2,
and Watch9 Go on Sale in India 

GURURAM, India : Samsung’s eighth-generation foldable smartphones,
the Galaxy Z Fold8 Ultra, Galaxy Z Fold8 and Galaxy Z Flip8 – along with
the new wearables, the Galaxy Watch Ultra2 and Galaxy Watch9 are
available for sale across retail outlets in India starting today. Consumers
can also purchase these devices on Samsung.com, Amazon and Flipkart.
The Galaxy Z Fold8 Ultra, Galaxy Z Fold8, and Galaxy Z Flip8 have seen
strong demand from Indian consumers, with Samsung securing 271000
pre-orders in just 72 hours of their launch.   Galaxy Z Fold8 Ultra comes
with a large 8-inch main display and is just 4.1mm thin, making it
Samsung’s slimmest Fold design yet. It comes with 200MP main camera
with HDR, a new 50MP ultra-wide lens with improved Nightography to
deliver greater detail in any light, and is powered by the Snapdragon 8
Elite Gen 5 for Galaxy platform, with a 45W fast-charging 5000mAh bat-
tery.  Weighing just 201g with a 4800mAh battery, Galaxy Z Fold8 is
Samsung’s lightest Galaxy Z Fold yet. The new Flex Titanium display
structure reduces crease visibility and improves durability, while the main
display reaches up to 3000 nits of peak brightness. Its dual 50MP camera
system, Dual Recording and My FanCam features make capturing and
editing content easier across different scenes. When folded, the Galaxy Z
Fold8’s 10:16 cover screen is designed for tasks such as messaging, social
media, web browsing and watching short-form video. When unfolded, the
4:3 main display provides a larger viewing area for games and films while
reducing unused screen space for 16:9 content.   Galaxy Z Flip8 weighs
just 180g and is just 6.1mm thin, making it Samsung’s slimmest and light-
est Flip yet. Its 50MP camera, powered by Samsung’s ProVisual Engine,
delivers detailed portraits and natural skin tones, while Flex Mode, Super
Steady with Horizon Lock, FlipShot and Cover Screen Mirror support
hands-free and cover-screen photography.  Galaxy Watch Ultra2,
Samsung’s most capable smartwatch to date, combines rugged construc-
tion with specialised tracking modes for activities including trail running
and diving. The new Trail Run feature measures elevation, climbing
progress and terrain impact to help runners manage their pace. Nutrition
Alert, a new addition to the existing Sweat Loss feature, estimates hydra-
tion needs by measuring sweat loss relative to body weight. It also adds
professional diving support.   Galaxy Watch Ultra2 features an 800mAh
battery, Qualcomm’s latest Snapdragon Elite platform and introduces a
display capable of up to 5000 nits of peak brightness for improved visibil-
ity outdoors. The watch retains its shock-resistant titanium construction
while softer, lighter bands are designed to improve comfort during contin-
uous wear.  Galaxy Watch9 is designed as Samsung’s everyday smart-
watch, with an emphasis on comfort, long battery life and continuous
health tracking. The watch uses an aluminium case while retaining
Samsung’s cushion-shaped design. Galaxy Watch9 is powered by
Qualcomm’s Snapdragon Elite platform and includes a 390mAh battery in
the 40mm variant and a 445mAh in the 44mm variant for day-long oper-
ation. Its display reaches up to 3000 nits of brightness, making it easier to
view information in bright conditions. The watch will be available in
40mm and 44mm sizes.

Kidney stone risk is lowered
by a class of diabetes medica-
tions: Study
LOS ANGELES [US] : Kidney
stones are becoming increasing-
ly common around the world.
Type 2 diabetes is related to an
increased risk of kidney stones;
however, various forms of treat-
ment for this condition may
potentially reduce the risk of
kidney stones. Researchers at
Mass General Brigham discov-
ered that using sodium-glucose
contratransporter 2 (SGLT2)
inhibitors was associated with a
decreased chance of acquiring
kidney stones. The findings
were published in JAMA
Internal Medicine. The study
included data from three nation-

wide databases of patients with
type 2 diabetes who were seen
in routine clinical practice. The
team analyzed information from
716,406 adults with type 2 dia-
betes who had started taking an
SGLT2 inhibitor or two other
classes of diabetes medications
known as GLP1 receptor ago-
nists or dipeptidyl peptidase 4
(DPP4) inhibitors. Patients who
began taking SGLT2 inhibitors
had a 30 per cent lower risk of
developing kidney stones than
those taking GLP1 agonists and
about a 25 per cent lower risk
than those taking DPP4
inhibitors.



MI News Service,  Kolkata:  
In a major initiative to bolster 
administrative efficiency, the 
Multi-Disciplinary Divisional 
Training Institute, Sealdah (MD-
DTI/SDAH) has commenced its 
maiden training batch tailored 
for the ministerial staff across 
all operational units of East-
ern Railway (ER). Spearheaded 
under the visionary leadership 
of General Manager, Eastern 
Railway, Ms. Gitika Pandey, the 

specialized curriculum is metic-
ulously designed to address the 
intricate nuances of establish-
ment matters through practical 
orientation, empowering work-
force skillsets to drive qualita-
tive organizational output.

The inaugural session, titled 
the "ARAMBH COURSE," was 
officially launched during a dis-
tinguished visit by the Principal 
Chief Personnel Officer (PCPO), 
Dr. Mahua Verma, to MDDTI 

Sealdah. Under the guidance 
of Divisional Railway Manager, 
Sealdah Division, Shri Rajeev 
Saxena, this capacity-building 
initiative is taking shape to en-
sure continuous professional 
growth, with Shri Saxena re-
questing all administrative units 
to send nominations liberally for 
upcoming training modules to 
maximize institutional value ad-
dition. Commemorating the oc-
casion, Dr. Verma also unveiled 
an official "Handbook for Estab-
lishment Matters" to serve as a 
comprehensive reference manu-
al for administrative personnel.

Highlighting the scope of this 
ongoing initiative, Chief Public 
Relations Officer, Eastern Rail-
way, Shri Shibram Majhi stated, 
"Today is just the beginning of 
our comprehensive adminis-
trative training roadmap, and 
Eastern Railway remains stead-
fast in expanding such skill-en-
hancement programs to achieve 
seamless operational gover-
nance."”

MI News Service,  Kolkata:  
Under the guidance of General 
Manager Eastern Railway Ms. 
Gitika Pandey, extensive pas-
senger arrangements, special 
train operations, and health-
care support were provided to 
thousands of devotees on Au-
gust 9, 2026, marking the 11th 
day of the Shravani Mela 2026. 
Eastern Railway effectively 
managed passenger movement 
across major stations serving 
the pilgrimage routes. Jasi-
dih station catered to 72,890 
passengers (a 13.63% decline 
compared to 84,392 passen-
gers in 2025), while Sultanganj 
recorded 1,06,640 inward pas-
sengers (a 39.43% growth com-
pared to 76,481 passengers in 
2025). Meanwhile, Basukinath 
witnessed a growth of 9.47%, 
serving 17,850 passengers 

compared to 16,306 in 2025. 
Deoghar saw an 11.08% in-
crease with 21,582 passengers 
compared to 19,429 in 2025, 
Baidyanathdham registered a 
22.63% decline with 5,433 pas-
sengers compared to 7,022 in 
2025, and Tarakeshwar served 
57,526 passengers (an 11.83% 
decline compared to 65,243 in 
2025).

Alongside passenger transit, 
dedicated medical assistance 
and mobility aid were provided 
at all key stations throughout 
the day. Medical aid was pro-
vided to 632 pilgrims at Basuk-
inath, 301 at Jasidih, 189 at 
Deoghar, 145 at Tarakeshwar, 
90 at Baidyanathdham, and 
82 at Sultanganj. Additionally, 
wheelchair assistance was ex-
tended to elderly and disabled 
pilgrims, including 8 wheel-

chairs at Tarakeshwar, 7 at 
Jasidih, 1 at Deoghar, 1 at Ba-
sukinath, and 1 at Sultanganj.

To manage the heavy rush 
seamlessly, Eastern Railway 
operated a large fleet of special 
trains and augmented extra 
coaches across all key routes. 
Jasidih station operated 32 
special trains carrying 478 
coaches, while 8 GS/LS unre-
served coaches were augment-
ed in existing train services. 
Deoghar operated 18 special 
trains containing 234 coach-
es, Basukinath ran 10 special 
trains with 120 coaches, and 
Baidyanathdham operated 6 
special trains with 72 coaches. 
At Sultanganj, six pairs of spe-
cial trains were run—name-
ly train numbers 03479/80 
(08 coaches), 03233/34 (16 
coaches), 03441/42 (08 coach-
es), 05027/28 (16 coaches), 
03235/36 (18 coaches), and 
05545/46 (18 coaches)—along 
with 1 additional LS coach 
augmented in train number 
13409/10.

Chief Public Relations Offi-
cer Eastern Railway Shri Shi-
bram Majhi stated that East-
ern Railway is fully committed 
to providing safe, comfortable, 
and seamless travel arrange-
ments for all pilgrims visiting 
during the auspicious Shravani 
Mela. He added that dedicated 
staff and medical teams are 
working round-the-clock at 
all key stations to ensure ev-
ery devotee receives prompt 
assistance and a hassle-free 
journey.

MI News Service,  Kolkata:  
Ichapur Rifle Club put up an 
impressive performance at the 
58th West Bengal State Shooting 
Championship (WBSSC) 2026, 
winning a total of seven med-
als at the championship held 
at Asansol Rifle Club, Paschim 
Bardhaman from August 3 to 9, 
2026.

Among the notable perfor-
mances, Shreya Munda clinched 
an individual gold medal, bring-
ing laurels to Ichapur Rifle Club 
with her outstanding perfor-

mance in the championship. 
The club also secured individual 
bronze medals through Harsha 
Gupta and Raju Das. In the team 
events, Shreya Munda, Arad-
hya Das and Riddhima Debnath 
combined effectively to win a 
team bronze medal. 

Ichapur Rifle Club's over-
all tally stood at seven medals, 
reflecting the club's growing 
strength and the hard work of 
its shooters. The performances 
at the state-level championship 
also highlighted the promising 

talent emerging from the club.
The championship, organised 

at Asansol Rifle Club in Paschim 
Bardhaman, brought together 
shooters from different parts of 
West Bengal, providing a com-
petitive platform for athletes to 
showcase their skills.

The achievement of the Icha-
pur shooters is expected to fur-
ther motivate young and aspir-
ing shooters associated with the 
club and strengthen Ichapur Ri-
fle Club's presence in the state's 
shooting fraternity.

MI News Service,  Beijing:  
Authorities in China have evac-
uated hundreds of thousands of 
people along its east coast after 
Typhoon Dolphin made landfall, 
bringing with it heavy rain and 
flooding, state media reported 
on Monday.

Xinhua reported that as of 
7 am (local time) today, about 
167,900 people had been moved 
from vulnerable areas on land 
and at sea in Fujian Province. 
By late Sunday, Shanghai had 
evacuated around 215,600 peo-
ple from areas considered at 
risk.

Dolphin was the 13th typhoon 
of this year and, according to 
China’s National Meteorological 
Centre (NMC), made two land-
falls in Zhejiang Province on 
Sunday.

While authorities have down-
graded Dolphin to a tropical 

storm, they continue to warn of 
torrential rains, severe flood-
ing and the risk of landslides 
through to Wednesday

Authorities issued a blue 
typhoon warning on Monday 
morning, forecasting persistent 
heavy rainfall through Wednes-
day in regions including Zheji-
ang, Jiangsu, Henan and Hebei. 
Some areas are likely to expe-
rience torrential rain, thunder-
storms and strong winds, as per 
Xinhua.

The storm moved over a 
long distance of 6,000km be-

fore making landfall, suggest-
ing a lifespan of more than 
three times that of an average 
typhoon, according to China’s 
state broadcaster CCTV.

The Chinese state media cit-
ed the NMC as saying that from 
Thursday, the remnants of the 
typhoon are expected to move 
northward and interact with 
cold air, bringing significant 
rainfall to Beijing, Tianjin, He-
bei and Liaoning.

Meteorological experts 
warned that the typhoon could 
raise the risk of flooding and 
other disasters in some areas, 
calling for strengthened defenc-
es against geological disasters 
and flooding in small and medi-
um-sized rivers.

Beijing’s flood control au-
thorities said that the city plans 
to activate a Level II flood re-
sponse on Tuesday morning.

MI News Service,   
New Delhi:  Chief Election 
Commissioner (CEC) and Chair-
man of the Council of Member 
States of International IDEA, 
Gyanesh Kumar, held bilat-
eral meetings on Monday at 
NirvachanSadan with the Am-
bassador of Angola to India, 
Clemente Camenha, and the 
Ambassador of Suriname to In-
dia, HanishaJairam.

The discussions focused on 
strengthening democratic co-
operation and expanding mu-
tual collaboration in election 
management and the training 
of electoral personnel, aligning 
with the vision established at 
the International Conference 
on Democracy and Election 
Management (IICDEM) 2026.

Taking to X, the Election 
Commission of India (ECI) 
highlighted the engagements, 
noting that both diplomatic 
missions reaffirmed their com-
mitment to working closely 
with India on electoral train-
ing and administrative frame-
works.

Chief Election Commissioner 
and Chairman of the Council of 
Member States of Internation-
al IDEA, Shri Gyanesh Kumar, 
today met His Excellency Mr 
Clemente Camenha, Ambassa-
dor of Angola to India, at Nir-
vachanSadan, New Delhi.”

The ECI added, “Both sides 
reaffirmed their shared com-
mitment to strengthening dem-
ocratic cooperation, in line with 
the vision set out at IICDEM 
2026. They also agreed to work 
closely together to deepen col-
laboration on election manage-

ment and the training of elec-
tion staff.”

In another post on X, the 
Election Commission of India 
said, “Chief Election Commis-
sioner and Chairman of the 
Council of Member States of 
International IDEA, Shri Gya-
nesh Kumar, today met Her 
Excellency Ms HanishaJairam, 
Ambassador of the Republic 
of Suriname to India at Nir-
vachanSadan, New Delhi.”

The ECI added, “Both sides 
reaffirmed their shared com-
mitment to strengthening dem-
ocratic cooperation, in line with 
the vision set out at IICDEM 
2026. They also agreed to work 
closely together to deepen col-
laboration on election manage-
ment and the training of elec-
tion staff.”

The talks draw upon the 
momentum of the Internation-
al Conference on Democracy 
and Election Management (IIC-
DEM) 2026, held earlier this 
year from January 21 to 23. 

During the conference’s closing 
session, CEC Gyanesh Kumar 
read out the ‘Delhi Declaration 
2026’, which was unanimously 
adopted by 42 global Election 
Management Bodies (EMBs).

The declaration outlines a 
collaborative roadmap struc-
tured around five key pillars: 
Purity of Electoral Rolls; Con-
duct of Elections; Research and 
Publications; Use of Technolo-
gy and Training and Capacity 
Building.

Participating EMBs agreed 
to review their progress pe-
riodically and have proposed 
their next major gathering 
from December 3 to 5, 2026, 
at the India International Insti-
tute of Democracy and Election 
Management (IIIDEM) in New 
Delhi.

India assumed the presti-
gious role as chair of the Coun-
cil of Member States of Inter-
national IDEA for 2026. The 
rotational chairship remains 
fixed until 2033, with India 

standing as one of the organ-
isation’s 14 founding member 
states.

Official statements from the 
ECI noted that Gyanesh Kumar 
formally assumed the chairship 
in Stockholm, Sweden, in the 
presence of India’s Ambassador 
to Sweden, Anurag Bhushan. 
The ECI described the mile-
stone as a reflection of global 
recognition for India’s status as 
one of the world’s most credible 
and innovative election man-
agement institutions.

“The Chairship marks a sig-
nificant milestone, reflecting 
global recognition of the Elec-
tion Commission of India as 
one of the world’s most cred-
ible and innovative Election 
Management Bodies (EMBs). 
India, a founding member of 
International IDEA, has con-
sistently contributed to the 
organisation’s governance, 
democratic discourse and in-
stitutional initiatives,” ECI 
said.

MI News Service,   
New Delhi:  The Ministry of 
External Affairs (MEA) stated 
that India has dispatched an 
eight-metric-tonne consign-
ment of essential and life-sav-
ing medical supplies to Bolivia 
to bolster the South American 
nation’s public healthcare in-
frastructure.

Underlining India's commit-
ment to supporting partner na-
tions, the MEA on Sunday stat-
ed on social media platform X, 
"Extending a helping hand to a 
Global South partner. India has 
dispatched 8 MT consignment 
of life-saving and essential 
medicines to Bolivia in support 
of its public healthcare capac-
ity. India always stands ready 
for advancing cooperation 
through solidarity and shared 
progress."

The diplomatic gesture fol-
lows recent engagements be-
tween the two nations. Earlier 
in February, Bolivia’s Vice Pres-
ident Edmand Lara Montano 
visited India and held talks with 
Vice President CP Radhakrish-

nan on the sidelines of the AI 
Impact Summit in the national 
capital, deliberating on ave-
nues to deepen bilateral ties in 
solar energy, critical minerals, 
digitalisation, higher education 
and the medical sector.

Following their meeting, the 
Vice-President’s Office, in a 
post on X, stated, “Vice Presi-
dent of Bolivia, Edmand Lara 
Montano, called on the Vice 
President of India, CP Rad-

hakrishnan, at Uprashtrapati-
Bhavan in New Delhi today on 
the sidelines of the India AI Im-
pact Summit 2026.”

“The two leaders expressed 
satisfaction at the steady 
growth of bilateral relations 
between India and Bolivia. 
They discussed avenues for 
enhancing cooperation in solar 
energy, critical minerals, dig-
italisation, higher education, 
and the medical sector. The 

leaders also exchanged views 
on strengthening collaboration 
in multilateral and other inter-
national forums,” it added.

During the interaction, both 
sides explored mechanisms to 
expand practical cooperation 
across key areas, including 
solar energy, critical minerals, 
digital transformation, higher 
education and healthcare.

The latest assistance adds to 
India’s ongoing health sector 
support for the South Ameri-
can country. According to the 
MEA, India previously provided 
a consignment of 300,000 dos-
es of Measles and Rubella (MR) 
vaccines, along with essential 
administration supplies, in July 
last year.

India’s Ambassador to Bo-
livia, RohitVadhwana, formally 
handed over the vaccine con-
signment at El Alto Airport in 
La Paz, at a reception attend-
ed by Foreign Minister Celinda 
Sosa Lunda, Minister of Health 
and Sports Maria Rene Castro 
Quisicanqui, and Vice Minister 
Max Enriquez Nava.

MI News Service,   
Tehran:  Iranian Foreign Min-
istry spokesperson Esmaeil-
Baghaei stated on Monday that 
the Strait of Hormuz will not be 
reopened until the United States 
halts its naval blockade against 
Iran, according to local media 
reports.

Speaking at a weekly press 
briefing in Tehran, Baghaei at-
tributed the closure of the stra-
tegic choke point to military ag-
gression against Iran by the US 
and Israel. He underlined that re-
opening the critical corridor de-
pends directly on the conditions 
imposed on Iran and the water-
way by American and Israeli 
authorities, Iran’s semi-official 
Tasnim  News Agency reported.

Reaffirming Tehran’s stance, 
Baghaei remarked, “As long as 
the US naval blockade continues, 
the necessary conditions for the 
reopening of the Strait of Hormuz 
do not exist.” He urged Washing-
ton to halt and reverse its “de-
structive actions” to enable both 
parties to negotiate subsequent 
steps.

Connecting the Persian Gulf to 

the Gulf of Oman and the Arabian 
Sea, the Strait of Hormuz serves 
as a vital energy artery, facilitat-
ing the movement of crude oil 
and Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) 
from Gulf exporters to global 
markets.

Addressing ongoing discus-
sions with Oman regarding 
maritime transit, Baghaei clari-
fied that the dialogue remains a 
strictly bilateral matter between 
the two neighbouring nations.

Meanwhile, Iranian Foreign 
Minister Seyed Abbas Araghchi 
confirmed on Sunday that no ac-
tive negotiations are taking place 
with Washington.

Addressing media personnel 
at the Foreign Ministry’s Centre 
for Political and International 
Studies, Araghchi observed, “We 
currently have no negotiations 
with the United States. Interme-
diaries are still making efforts to 
find ways to resume negotiations. 

From our perspective, there can 
be no resumption of talks until 
the United States ends its vio-
lations of the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) and makes 
amends for the breaches it has 
committed,” Tasnim News Agen-
cy reported.

He reiterated that dialogue 
cannot resume unless Wash-
ington halts its breaches of the 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) and remedies the infrac-
tions. He further revealed that 
technical talks with Oman over 
finalising a revised maritime 
passage through the Strait of 
Hormuz are in their concluding 
stage.

However, the Foreign Minis-
ter cautioned that concluding a 
maritime agreement with Mus-
cat does not equate to opening 
the waterway to traffic.

Clarifying the situation, Ara-
ghchi noted, “Of course, this 
does not mean the opening 
of the Strait of Hormuz. This 
agreement may be reached, 
but the opening of the Strait of 
Hormuz is subject to a series of 
conditions.” 

MI News Service,  Delhi:  Rus-
sian cosmonauts aboard the In-
ternational Space Station have 
conveyed special greetings to 
the people of India as the na-
tion prepares to mark its 80th 
Independence Day, holding the 
Indian tricolour and underscor-
ing the enduring partnership 
between the two countries in 
space exploration.

In  a video message, the 
cosmonauts extended con-
gratulations and recalled the 

decades-long collaboration be-
tween Moscow and New Delhi, 
identifying space exploration as 
a central pillar of bilateral ties. 

Dear friends, today the Re-
public of India is celebrating 
its 80th Independence Day,” 
cosmonaut PyotrDubrov said, 
offering wishes for peace and 
prosperity to the Indian people.

The cosmonauts linked the 
Independence Day observances 
with a significant milestone in 
human spaceflight, noting that 

the year also marks 65 years 
since Soviet cosmonaut Yuri 
Gagarin became the first per-
son to journey into space.

Gagarin travelled to In-
dia in November 1961 and 
emerged as an early emblem 
of the strengthening friendship 
between India and the Soviet 
Union. The cosmonauts cited 
his well-known praise for the 
country, observing that it ap-
peared beautiful from space 
yet proved even more beautiful 

on Earth as the home of “true 
friends.” 

They pointed to the extensive 
record of India-Russia space 
cooperation, which began in 
1975 with the Soviet launch of 
Aryabhata, India’s first satel-
lite. Nearly a decade later, in 
1984, Rakesh Sharma became 
the first Indian to reach space 
aboard the Soviet spacecraft 
Soyuz T-11, an achievement 
that further cemented the rela-
tionship.

MI News Service, Kolkata:    
Due to Pre Non-Interlocking/ 
Non-Interlocking work in 
Dhanbad Division over East 
Central Railway, following 
trains will be regulated as 
under:

Diversion of trains:
13503/13504  Barddhaman 

– Hatia – Barddhaman  Ex-
press (both journey commenc-
ing on  11.08.2026) will be 
diverted via Asansol- Dhan-
bad – Chandrapura – Rajbera  
instead of Asansol – Dhanbad 
– Gomoh - Chandrapura – Ra-
jbera .

Moreover,  13545 Asansol 
– Gaya Express, 12357 Kolk-
ata – Amritsar Express, 13554 
Varanasi – Asansol Express & 
13320 Ranchi – Dumka Ex-
press (all journey commenc-
ing on 11.08.2026) will be 
rescheduled by 90 minutes, 
90 minutes, 60 minutes & 90 
minutes respectively.

MI News Service,  
Bhubaneswar:     Parmesh-
war Funkwal, General Man-
ager  East Coast Railway, 
conducted a comprehensive 
inspection of the Arang Ma-
hanadi-Titlagarh Section on 
Monday.

The inspection focused on 
reviewing the safety mea-
sures, traffic facilities, pas-
senger amenities and the 
ongoing infrastructure works 
across several stations in the 
section.

During the inspection, 
Funkwal thoroughly reviewed 
the status of various traffic fa-
cility works, passenger ame-
nities and infrastructure de-
velopment projects at various 
stations including Arang Mah-
anadi, Mahasamund, Khariar 
Road, Nawapara Road, Haris-
hankar Road, Kantabanji.

General Manager empha-
sized the importance of ensur-
ing safe and smooth train op-
erations and directed officials 
to take necessary precautions. 
Funkwal also reviewed the 
progress of several ongoing 
infrastructure projects aimed 
at enhancing passenger facil-
ities. These include improve-
ments in parking areas, circu-
lating areas, and landscaping 
at stations.

He focused on the prog-
ress of station redevelopment 
works under the Amrit Sta-
tion Scheme, which aims to 
elevate passenger experience 
across the network.

The General Manager 
stressed upon timely comple-
tion of these critical projects, 
underscoring their signifi-
cance in improving overall 
service quality for passengers.

Subash C Chaudhary, Di-
visional Railway Manager, 
Sambalpur and other senior 
officials from Railways were 
present during the inspection.

MI News Service, Taipei:     
Taipei prosecutors have un-
covered links to a Chinese 
intelligence network while 
investigating Huang Po-wei 
and Wang Ta-wei over al-
leged Chinese espionage ac-
tivities, including the disclo-
sure of personal information 
belonging to a retired navy 
sergeant who has publicly 
spoken out against the Chi-
nese Communist Party.

According to a report by 
Taipei Times, Huang and 
Wang are being investigat-
ed for allegedly violating 
Taiwan’s Personal Data Pro-
tection Act by obtaining the 
personal records of millions 
of Taiwanese citizens, pub-
lishing individuals’ person-
al information online and 
passing such information to 
Chinese intelligence agen-
cies.

The retired navy ser-
geant, identified by the sur-
name Tsai, has been a vocal 
opponent of communism 
for years and continued to 
closely follow national de-
fence and cross-strait devel-
opments after retiring from 
military service.

Regulation of trains 
for non-interlocking 

work over East 
Central Railway

East Coast Railway 
General Manager 

inspects Arang Mahanadi-
Titlagarh section

Taiwan prosecutors 
uncover Chinese 

intelligence link in alleged 
personal data leak case

Eastern Railway inaugurates 'Arambh' training 
program for ministerial staff at MDDTI 

Sealdah to enhance administrative efficiency

CEC Gyanesh Kumar meets envoys of Angola, 
Suriname to deepen global electoral cooperation

India dispatches 8 MT of life-saving medicines to Bolivia

Strait of Hormuz will not reopen until US continues 
naval blockade: Iranian Foreign Ministry

With tricolour in hand, Russian crew aboard ISS wish India ahead of Independence Day

Eastern Railway Ensures Smooth & 
Safe Travel for Over 2.8 Lakh Pilgrims 

on Day 11 of Shravani Mela 2026

Ichapur Rifle Club Shines at 58th West 
Bengal State Shooting Championship

Typhoon Dolphin makes landfall: China 
evacuates millions amidst flooding, heavy rain
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KOLKATA : Sahal Abdul
Samad scored a scintillating
first-half hat-trick as Mohun
Bagan Super Giant sealed top
spot in Group A and booked
their place in the quarterfi-
nals of the 135th Durand Cup
with a commanding 6-0 victo-
ry over CISF Protectors at the
Kishore Bharati Krirangan in
Kolkata on Monday. 

Sahal Abdul Samad stole
the limelight with goals in the
17th, 19th and 37th minutes,
while Manvir Singh, Jamie
Maclaren and Tekcham
Abhishek Singh also found
the scoresheet as the
Mariners completed a perfect
group-stage campaign with
three wins from three match-
es.

Already on six points from
their opening two matches,
Panagiotis Dilimperis' side
entered the contest with a
quarterfinal spot confirmed,
while CISF Protectors were
looking to end their campaign
on a positive note after back-

to-back defeats.
Early in the contest, the

CISF defence, marshalled by
captain Mohammad Khalid,
stood firm against wave after
wave of Mohun Bagan
attacks.

Subhasish Bose tested the
goalkeeper with a low long-
range effort in the ninth
minute, but the Mariners'
relentless pressure eventually
paid dividends in the 17th
minute. Dejan Dra�i? pro-
duced a superb defence-split-
ting pass from inside his own
half to release Tekcham
Abhishek Singh on the right.
His shot took a deflection into
the path of Liston Colaco, who
unselfishly squared the ball
for Sahal Abdul Samad to
apply the finishing touch.

Two minutes later, the
Mariners doubled their lead
with another slick attacking
move. This time Manvir Singh
threaded a delightful pass
into the path of Dra�i? on the
right, and the Serbian calmly

squared the ball across for
Sahal to tap home his second
goal in as many minutes.

Mohun Bagan continued
to carve open the CISF
defence, with Manvir first fir-
ing straight at the goalkeeper
before making amends in the
24th minute. Tekcham
Abhishek Singh whipped in
an inviting cross from the
right and the striker con-
trolled brilliantly before fin-
ishing confidently to make it
3-0.

The Mariners almost
added another when Manvir
capitalised on a misplaced
pass and burst into the penal-
ty area, only for Muneesh
Kumar to produce a vital
touch that prevented an
almost certain own goal.

Sahal then completed a
memorable first-half hat-trick
in spectacular fashion in the
37th minute. Picking up pos-
session near the halfway line,
the midfielder surged for-
ward, glided past defenders

with sublime skill and calmly
slotted a right-footed finish
beyond the goalkeeper to
crown an outstanding individ-
ual performance. Subhasish
Bose nearly created a fifth
moments later with a teasing
cross that brushed the hair of
Manvir Singh before drifting

wide, while Mehtab Singh
produced an important defen-
sive intervention to halt a
rare CISF counter-attack.

The Mariners headed into
the interval with a command-
ing 4-0 advantage after domi-
nating possession with 75 per
cent of the ball, while the

Protectors managed just one
off-target effort during the
opening 45 minutes.

Dilimperis made four
changes at half-time, intro-
ducing Asish Rai, Alex Saji,
Kiyan Nassiri Giri and
Abhishek Dhananjay
Suryavanshi to freshen up the
side, resulting in an all-Indian
line-up for the second half.

Mohun Bagan continued
to create opportunities after
the restart, although their fin-
ishing briefly deserted them.
Manvir narrowly missed the
target after attempting to
chip the advancing Raj
Kumar Mahato before head-
ing another excellent Asish
Rai cross wide. 

Liston also saw an effort
blocked after another danger-
ous delivery from Alex Saji,
while Raj Kumar denied
Manvir once again after the
striker took one touch too
many inside the area.

The fifth goal finally
arrived in the 68th minute

through another moment of
brilliance from Sahal. The
midfielder produced a sub-
lime no-look through ball that
released substitute Jamie
Maclaren, who opened up his
body before calmly slotting
his finish through the legs of
the goalkeeper.

Five minutes later, Mohun
Bagan added a sixth. Liston
Colaco combined neatly with
Tekcham Abhishek Singh,
whose perfectly timed run
into the penalty area ended
with a precise finish into the
roof of the net.

CISF came close to grab-
bing a consolation in the clos-
ing stages when Jacob C
delivered an inviting cross
that substitute Gaurab Das
could not direct on target.
Das later tested Syed Zahid
Hussain with a powerful free-
kick, while Gurpal Singh
forced the Mohun Bagan
goalkeeper into an excellent
save deep into stoppage time
after capitalising on a defen-

sive lapse.
At the other end, Liston

continued to search for a goal
but was denied repeatedly,
first firing high over the bar
before directing another
effort straight at the goal-
keeper in the closing
moments.

The comprehensive victo-
ry sees Mohun Bagan Super
Giant finish their Group A
campaign with a perfect
record of three wins from
three matches, comfortably
securing top spot and a place
in the quarter-finals. CISF
Protectors, meanwhile, bow
out of the 135th IndianOil
Durand Cup without register-
ing a point.

Tuesday's matches: 
NorthEast United FC vs

FC1 (Group F) - 4:00 PM,
Indira Gandhi Athletic
Stadium, Guwahati

Nongkseh SS &amp; CC vs
Mumbay FC (Group E) - 7:00
PM, Jawaharlal Nehru
Stadium, Shillong

NEW DELHI : India will bank
on singles leader Sumit Nagal
and doubles specialist Yuki
Bhambri when the team trav-
els to Seoul for a high-stakes
Davis Cup Qualifiers second-
round tie against South Korea
on September 18 and 19, with
a place in the Final 8 at stake. 

The tie will be played on
hard courts at the Olympic
Tennis Centre, with the win-
ner earning a berth in the
Davis Cup Final 8 in Bologna,
Italy, in November.

Nagal, ranked 235th in the
world, will spearhead India's
singles contingent alongside
Dhakshineswar Suresh (No.
393) and 19-year-old Manas
Dhamne (No. 362), who
receives his maiden Davis
Cup call-up.

Bhambri, India's highest-
ranked doubles player at No.

28, is set to team up with N
Sriram Balaji, ranked 57th in
doubles. The selection largely
retains the group that deliv-
ered a 3-2 victory over the
Netherlands in Bengaluru in
the opening round.

Suresh was the standout
performer in that tie, con-
tributing to all three Indian
wins. He began by defeating
world No. 88 Jasper de Jong
in the second singles rubber
before combining with
Bhambri to claim the doubles
point. He then held his nerve
in the deciding fifth rubber,
defeating Guy Den Ouden to
secure India's passage to the
second round.

The inclusion of Dhamne
is the only major addition to
the core squad, with
Siddharth Rawat named
reserve and Arnab Paparkar

included as an additional
reserve following his recent
performances.

The Seoul clash carries
added significance for India
as it will be the country's first
appearance in the second
round of the Davis Cup
Qualifiers since the current
format was introduced in
2019. Victory would also take

India into the Final 8 for the
first time under the revamped
structure.

South Korea, meanwhile,
have experience of competing
at the expanded Davis Cup
Finals, having featured in the
16-team event in 2022 and
2023. India have a strong his-
torical record in the competi-
tion, finishing runners-up

three times, in 1966, 1974
and 1987, although those
achievements came under
previous formats. Their most
recent meeting with South
Korea was in 2016, when
India registered a 4-1 win in
an Asia/Oceania Group I tie
on grass in Chandigarh.

With Seoul offering a
direct route to the Final 8,
India will be seeking to build
on the momentum from their
victory over the Netherlands
and make a breakthrough
under the current Davis Cup
format.

India squad for Davis Cup
tie vs South Korea: Sumit
Nagal, Manas Dhamne,
Dhakshineswar Suresh, Yuki
Bhambri, N Sriram Balaji

Reserve: Siddharth Rawat
Additional reserve: Arnab

Paparkar

NEW DELHI : Cricket
Scotland and the Royal
Dutch Cricket Association
(KNCB) have termed the
International Cricket
Council's (ICC) sudden struc-
tural changes to the Men's
ODI World Cup qualification
pathway as a major 'set-
back' to the associate
nations, warning that the
move risks undermining
years of global progress. 

The statement comes
nearly a month after the ICC
overhauled the tourna-
ment's format following its
annual conference in
Edinburgh in July. While the
event was originally slated
to feature 14 teams divided
into two groups of seven fol-
lowed by a Super Six stage,
the ICC has now added a
'Super Series' and a 'Super
7' phase.

Under the revised struc-
ture, the bottom three quali-
fying sides (ranked 12th,
13th, and 14th) will first
compete in a round-robin
Super Series, with only the
winner advancing to join the
top 11 teams in two six-team
main groups. The top three
sides from each group, along
with the next best-perform-
ing team, will then advance
to a seven-team round-robin
Super 7 stage to determine
the four semi-finalists.

"Cricket Scotland and the
Royal Dutch Cricket
Association (KNCB) are
deeply disappointed by the
International Cricket
Council's recent decision to
implement significant struc-
tural changes to the ICC
Men's 50-over World Cup
qualification pathway and
tournament format with less
than 18 months until the
competition begins," the
joint statement said.

"These changes repre-
sent a setback to Associate
Member cricket and risk
undermining the progress
made in recent years to
grow the global game. At a
time when cricket is seeking
to expand its reach, attract
new audiences and
strengthen its position on
the international sporting
landscape, reducing mean-
ingful opportunities for
emerging nations sends the

wrong message entirely," it
added.

With the rejigged format
clearly reducing the oppor-
tunities Associate nations
will get to play in the ODI
World Cup, the Netherlands
and Scotland boards further
questioned ICC's administra-
tive integrity and trans-
parency, arguing that deci-
sions impacting nations
operating on limited
resources should never be
made without proper con-
sultation.

"Cricket Scotland and the
KNCB remain fully commit-
ted to working constructive-
ly with the ICC and fellow
Members to strengthen the
global game. However, we
have significant concerns
about both the impact of
these changes and the
process through which they
have been introduced.

"The changes risk weak-
ening the integrity and cred-
ibility of international crick-
et, and only highlight the
importance of strong gover-
nance, transparent decision-
making and effective
engagement with Members.

"Decisions of this signifi-
cance, particularly those
directly affecting Associate
Members, should be made
clearly following meaningful
consultation and with suffi-
cient notice for affected
Members to understand and
respond to the implications."

An associate national
administrator told IANS, on
the condition of anonymity,
that none of the member
nations had any inkling of
the changes being made to

the format during the meet-
ing in Edinburgh. "It came
out of the blue for all of us
there," further said the
administrator.

The two boards also dis-
closed that two official meet-
ings with the ICC after the
annual conference yielded
no formal written resolution.
"Following the announce-
ment of the changes, Cricket
Scotland, KNCB and other
Associate Members met
twice with the ICC, seeking
official written communica-
tion on the changes and
greater clarity around the
processes involved.

"We also requested posi-
tive action to strengthen
future operational decision-
making and an invitation to
bilateral planning meetings
with Full Members. Since
the second meeting more
than two weeks ago, there
has been no further
response from the ICC,
which is disappointing and
disrespectful given the sig-
nificance of the issues
raised. "The timing of these
changes, with less than
eighteen months until the
tournament, has given
affected Members limited
opportunity to contribute to
the process or adapt. We
believe greater engagement
with Associate Members
would have supported a
more effective and collabo-
rative approach and helped
maintain confidence in the
qualification pathway. Along
with other Associate
Members, we value the ICC's
investment in developing the
game.

NEW DELHI : The FIH
Hockey Men's and Women's
World Cup 2026 will feature a
revamped competition struc-
ture, with the traditional
quarterfinal stage scrapped
and the top two teams from
each of the two crossover
pools advancing directly to
the semi-finals as Belgium
and the Netherlands jointly
host the tournament from
August 15 to 30. 

The new format means
teams will have little margin
for error from the outset, with
results from the opening pool
stage potentially carrying
over into the next phase.
India's men have been drawn
alongside England, Pakistan
and Wales in Pool D, while
the Indian women will face
China, England and South
Africa in their Pool D cam-
paign.

The tournament will begin
with the 16 teams in each
competition split across four
pools of four. From August 15
to 20, every team will play
three matches against the
other sides in its pool, with
the final standings determin-
ing the composition of the
next phase.

The top two teams from
Pools A and D will move into
Pool E, while the leading two
teams from Pools B and C will
form Pool F. The teams finish-
ing third and fourth in Pools A

and D will make up Pool G,
with the corresponding teams
from Pools B and C placed in
Pool H.

The second phase, sched-
uled from August 21 to 24,
will see teams play three
more matches. However, one
result from the opening phase
will carry forward - the out-
come of the Phase 1 match
between the two teams that
progress from the same origi-
nal pool.

This makes every pool
match particularly signifi-
cant, especially for sides tar-
geting the semi-finals.

The top two finishers from
Pool E and Pool F will
advance directly to the last
four. The semi-final match-
ups will be Pool E winners vs
Pool F runners-up and Pool F
winners vs Pool E runners-
up. The remaining teams will

compete in classification
matches for positions 5th to
16th.

Indian women's team's
chief coach Sjoerd Marijne
acknowledged that while he
would have preferred the tra-
ditional quarterfinal route,
the new structure presents
opportunities that his team
must exploit.

"It's an interesting sched-
ule, but my preference is to
have quarterfinals in a tour-
nament format. I understand
that for higher-ranked teams
in the world they will prefer
this, but I think quarterfinal
matches are among the most
exciting matches in a tourna-
ment. But it is how it is, and
we will deal with this and
make the best of this format. I
am always thinking in oppor-
tunities, and there are oppor-
tunities also within this for-

mat," Marijne said.
For the Indian men's

team, coach Craig Fulton
stressed that the importance
of the opening pool matches
has increased considerably
because of the carry-forward
system.

"The format of this tour-
nament has obviously
changed drastically - from
having quarter-finals to not
having them. So the emphasis
on the pool games is really,
really important, because it's
obviously the top two that go
through. And the head-to-
head result between those
two teams matters: if one
beats the other, those three
points carry into the next
round, and that puts you in
the driving seat to get out of
the next group and into the
semi-finals," said Fulton.

Fulton also highlighted the
significance of goal differ-
ence, particularly in a format
where a tightly contested pool
could be decided by fine mar-
gins, adding, 

"So yes, it's different - it's
not good or bad. We can
make it an advantage for us if
we start well. We really have
to manage our goal difference
well. The team that finishes
top of the group is decided by
the most wins, and then it
goes to goal difference - so if
there's a draw, goal differ-
ence decides it."

BROOK,
GREAVES, HASAN
NOMINATED FOR
ICC MEN'S
PLAYER OF
MONTH AWARD
NEW DELHI : England's
white-ball captain Harry
Brook, West Indies seam-
bowling all-rounder
Justin Greaves and
Bangladesh opener
Tanzid Hasan have been
nominated for the ICC
Men's Player of the
Month award for July
2026 following their stel-
lar performances. 

Brook led England to
white-ball series wins
over India on the back of
a dominant display in the
shortest format. The
right-handed batter fin-
ished as the top run-get-
ter in the five-match T20I
series by amassing 229
runs at an average of
114.50 while striking at
an explosive 214.01 to
claim the Player of the
Series award. He also
contributed 32 runs in
two ODIs at a strike rate
of 114.28.

On the other hand,
Greaves enjoyed a sensa-
tional month with both
bat and ball in Test crick-
et. The 32-year-old
struck a brilliant 180 in
the first Test against Sri
Lanka at North Sound,
Antigua, to help West
Indies secure a draw and
eventually seal the series
1-0.

He then turned
match-winner with the
ball against Pakistan in
Tarouba - bagging figures
of 5-27 in the first
innings and 2-12 in the
second to anchor a West
Indies victory. Greaves
finished the month with
215 runs at an average of
71.66 and picked up
eight wickets at a miserly
average of 10.25 across
two Tests, alongside fea-
turing in two ODIs.

NEW DELHI : For Vidarsa K
Vinod, a place in India's Asian
Games shooting squad repre-
sents far more than the cul-
mination of a successful
sporting campaign. The 27-
year-old from Kozhikode,
Kerala, who will compete in
the 10m Air Rifle and 50m
Rifle 3 Positions events at the
Aichi-Nagoya Asian Games,
has reached the continental
stage after overcoming finan-
cial constraints, a pandemic-
induced break, life in a new
city and a point when she was
ready to walk away from
shooting.

Vidarsa's introduction to
the sport came through the
National Cadet Corps in 2018,
initially with little ambition

beyond experiencing shoot-
ing. Training with borrowed
equipment, she went on to
emerge as the aggregate
champion at the Kerala State
Championship, an achieve-
ment that convinced her to
pursue the sport seriously.

"I just wanted to experi-
ence shooting. I never imag-
ined it would become my pro-
fession. When I became the
aggregate champion at the
Kerala State Championship
despite training with bor-
rowed equipment, I realised
this was the sport I wanted to
pursue," she said.

But turning that early
promise into a career came
with a substantial financial
cost. For her middle-class

family, meeting the expenses
associated with rifles, ammu-
nition and repeated travel for
national competitions was a
major challenge.

"Shooting is a beautiful
sport, but it's also expensive.
There were times when my
parents couldn't afford to
travel with me to competi-
tions, so I started travelling

alone to reduce the financial
burden. Eventually in 2021,
my family even took a loan so
I could buy my first rifle.
Looking back, that was one of
the biggest investments they
made-not just in equipment,
but in my dream," Vidarsa
said.

The COVID-19 lockdown
brought her progress to a

standstill. Since the rifle she
had been using belonged to
her association, she was left
without access to the equip-
ment needed to train. Instead
of allowing the enforced
break to derail her complete-
ly, Vidarsa concentrated on
keeping herself physically
prepared.

"I couldn't shoot, but I
never stopped training. I
focused on fitness, yoga and
meditation because I knew I
had to be ready whenever the
opportunity returned."

Her personal and sporting
life took another important
turn after the pandemic,
when she met fellow rifle
shooter Manu S Ravi. Their
friendship eventually devel-

oped into marriage, with
Manu now working as a
shooting coach in Kerala and
continuing to support her
career.

A conversation between
the two would ultimately
push Vidarsa towards taking
ownership of her sporting
ambitions.

Vidarsa recalled, "He sim-
ply asked me, 'Why don't you
own a rifle?' At first, I
laughed because buying one
wasn't financially possible for
us. But he made me realise
that if I truly believed in my
dream, I had to take that step.
That conversation gave me
the courage to speak to my
parents, and together we
decided to invest in my

future."
Under the coaching of

Manoj Kumar, with further
guidance from her husband,
Vidarsa began making
progress on the competition
circuit. Her first national
medal came in 2022, offering
tangible evidence that the
sacrifices made by her family
were beginning to bear fruit.

Seeking a more competi-
tive training environment,
she subsequently moved to
New Delhi and began training
at the Dr. Karni Singh
Shooting Range. Away from
home and unfamiliar with
Hindi, she had to navigate
everyday responsibilities
alongside the demands of
elite-level training.

135th Durand Cup: Mohun Bagan storm into quarters with dominant win over CISF Protectors

Scotland and Netherlands boards
call changes to ODI WC structure
as 'setback' for Associates

DAVIS CUP: NAGAL, BHAMBRI TO LEAD INDIA AGAINST SOUTH KOREA

Hockey World Cup 2026: New format puts
greater emphasis on pool-stage results

'I almost decided to quit': Shooter Vidarsa's remarkable
journey from borrowed rifle to Asian Games


