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MI News Service, Kolkata : West
Bengal Chief minister Suvendu
Adhikari has revealed that he was
not the only one on Jaish's radar,
several others, including state
minister Umesh Rai, were also
targeted. Addressing a news Con-
ference at Nabanna on Friday af-
ternoon after the arrest of one
Hamid Mondal from Bardhaman
on suspicion of being a Jaish-e-
Mohammed militant, the Chief
minister stated that in addition to
him    several others, including
state minister Umesh Rai, were
also on Jaish's radar and tar-
geted. However, he declined to
elaborate further, citing national
security concerns.

Hamid Mondal, a suspected
Jaish militant, was arrested on
Thursday from the Renaissance
housing complex in the heart of
Bardhaman  town . Most impor-
tantly the detainee was found in
possession of detailed information
regarding Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari's itinerary and his move-
ments within the city and outside .
It is alleged that Hamid was plot-
ting an attack on the Chief Minis-
ter, a move believed to be linked to
Jaish-e- Mohammad. Reports indi-
cate that, alongside Suvendu Ad-
hikari, several other VIPs were
also on Jaish's target. "It wasn't
just me; our Minister of State
(MoS) Umesh Rai was also on their
radar. The STF will disclose all de-
tails in a press conference tomor-
row,"the Chief minister stated.

The Chief Minister further re-
marked, "This is a highly sensitive
matter. I will not say much; it is an
issue of national security. The STF
will provide full details at a press
conference. There is still much for
the STF to uncover and under-
stand." Notably, details of  Su-
vendu Adhikari's travel schedule
were recovered from Hamid. The
detainee possessed information
regarding  the Chief minister’s
destinations, parking arrange-
ments, vehicle boarding times,
subsequent en-
gagements, and
the specific route
he would take
after leaving
home. Allega-
tions suggest
that Hamid had
gathered these
intricate details
specifically to or-
chestrate an at-
tack on the Chief
Minister. In addi-
tion to the Chief
Minister, the
travel schedules
of several other
VIPs were also
recovered from
the detainee.

Turning his
attention to-
wards the recov-
ery of huge cash
of Rs 28.5 crores
and 15 kgs of

gold bars from sand-stone busi- nessman Tullu Mondal’s relative’s

house  in Birbhum District on
Thursday, the Chief minister gave
a detailed account of his illegal
wealth and  blamed the former
TMC government and its top lead-
ership for deliberately supressing
the facts. The Chief minister said
Tullu owned not only more than
300 bighas of land, but also a total
of 248 vehicles of different types
including dumpers and foreign
cars and 21 landed properties in-
cluding a firm house and two
palatial buildings in the district,
all of which have been confis-

cated. . “Amassing such huge
wealth can not be done without
the knowledge and active support

of the top TMC leadership includ-
ing former Chief minister Mamata
Banerjee”, he alleged .  

MI News Service, Burdwan : In a
major success to bust a possible ter-
ror plot in West Bengal soon, a sus-
pected member of the extremist
group Jaish-e-Mohammed has been
arrested in  Purba Bardhaman dis-
trict, and investigators were probing
his possible links to a wider terror net-
work, police sources said. The Special

Task Force (STF) of the state police ar-
rested Hamid Mondal from his rented
accommodation in a housing complex
in Burdwan town late on Thursday
night. According to the police, Mondal
had been staying in the flat for the
past two to three months to evade de-
tection by law enforcement agencies.

Continued on page 3

‘I was not the only one on  Jaish-e-Mohammed radar, 
another state minister was there too’, Suvendu Adhikari

West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari, flanked by State
Home Secretary Sanghamitra Ghosh and DGP Siddh Nath Gupta, ad-
dresses a virtual press conference at Nabanna on Friday.

Suspected member of Jaish-e-Mohammed arrested in Bengal

MI News Service, Bolpur  / Kolkata: As investigators
intensified their probe following the recovery of huge
cash and gold, worth about Rs 50 crore, from ab-
sconding Birbhum stone trader Tullu Mondal s
brother-in-law's house at Mohammad Bazar, Birbhum
district  Police on Friday sealed both the residences of
the prime accused Tullu alias Md Nazibuddin, after
conducting elaborate searches there. Searches con-
tinued throughout Thursday day and night at Tullu
Mondal's two palatial houses at Subhaspally in Suri
and another house nearby  by two separate teams of
police. Police locked the premises after asking the do-
mestic staff present there to vacate. Neither Mondal
nor any of his family members was, however, present
at either of the residences during the searches.

Birbhum Police on Thursday arrested the man-
ager and brother-in-law of Tullu Mondal after Rs 28.5
crore in cash and 15 kg of gold were recovered from
his residence. The case marks one of the state's
biggest seizures of suspected illegally amassed assets
in recent years. The police carried night-long search
operations for cash and gold recovery, deploying five
cash-counting machines and several gold-weighing
scales to assess the haul.

"We have recovered Rs 28.5 crore in cash and 15
kg of gold. Tullu Mondal's manager and brother-in-
law Minar Mondal has been apprehended. His house
has been sealed," Birbhum SP VR Bhundesh told re-
porters. Birbhum Police and ED officials,  accompa-
nies by central forces, raided the residence of Tullu
Mondal and conducted yet another  search operation.
Incidentally, Tullu Mondal has been absconding since
the assembly poll results were declared on May 4
bringing a new BJP government to power in Bengal .
The authorities used several metal trunks to initially
taken the huge cash and gold bars  to Mohammad
Bazar police station in sealed condition before  de-
positing the entire haul  in a public sector bank on Fri-
day ,informed sources said  adding that value of the
seized gold bars and gold biscuits is estimated to be
around Rs 21.5 crore at current market prices.

Minar was detained along with his son on
Wednesday, following which, he was arrested on
Thursday morning and  was produced before a local
court. Describing Tullu  Mondal a notorious stone and
sand mafia,   Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari hailed
the cash and gold recovery operation as a major
crackdown by the state police  and reiterated his gov-
ernment's "zero tolerance" policy against corruption
and organised crime. He had claimed that intensified
enforcement had sharply increased revenue collec-
tions from Birbhum's stone quarrying sector after the
BJP assumed office in West Bengal.

A substantial portion of the cash represented rev-
enue has been allegedly siphoned off instead of being
deposited into government coffers, the police said
adding  further investigation will continue to trace the
source of the money and identify other persons linked
to the alleged racket.

Tullu Mondal's house sealed
as police intensify probe into

Birbhum cash haul
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MI News Service, Kharagpur:  In a 
major crackdown on drug trafficking, 
police seized a large quantity of gan-
ja from a private car on the Kharag-
pur–Balasore National Highway in the 
Narayangarh police station area of 
Paschim Medinipur district. Two youths 
travelling in the vehicle were arrested in 
connection with the case.According to 
police sources, officers received specific 
intelligence that a consignment of ganja 
was being transported from Odisha to 
Kolkata in a private car. Acting on the 
tip-off, Narayangarh Police intensified 
surveillance along the national highway.
The suspect vehicle was intercepted in 
the Kuchli area, where police conducted 
a thorough search. During the search, a 
substantial quantity of ganja was recov-
ered from the car.

Police seized the narcotics along with 
the vehicle used for transporting the 
contraband and arrested the two occu-
pants on the spot.A case has been regis-
tered against the accused under the rel-
evant provisions of the Narcotic Drugs 
and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) 
Act. The exact quantity of the seized 
ganja, its estimated market value, and 
the identities of the arrested individuals 
are yet to be officially confirmed. Police 
have launched a detailed investigation 
to identify other members of the sus-
pected inter-state drug trafficking net-
work and determine how the consign-
ment was being transported to Kolkata. 
Officials said further arrests may follow 
as the investigation progresses.

MI News Service, North 24 Pgs:  Al-
legations have surfaced regarding the 
forgery of the signature of the state 
Transport and Labour Minister Arjun 
Singh. The Noapara police have arrest-
ed two people in this connection. 

According to police sources, Somnath 
Das and his son Roman Das, residents 
of Devitala Shanpukur Ghat area under 
North Barrackpore Municipality, have 
been allegedly defrauding the area 
for a long time by forging the signa-
ture, stamp, and income documents of 
Noapara MLA and Minister Arjun Singh. 
As soon as the police received the news, 
the Barrackpore Police Commissioner-
ate took action.

Noapara police station has arrested 
accused Somnath and Roman from their 
house in Shanpukur area. This has cre-
ated quite an uproar in Noapara. 

MI News Service, Malda:  The head-
mistress of a school in Malda has been 
suspended for allegedly miscalculating 
the mid-day meal. The incident took 
place at Malda Girls Junior Basic School. 
It is alleged that the headmistress of the 
school, Bulu Sarkar Pramanik, miscal-
culated the mid-day meal by showing a 
higher number of students in the school. 
The teacher was suspended after an in-
vestigation based on a written complaint. 
However, the accused headmistress did 
not want to comment on the matter.

It has been learnt that there is a huge 
difference between the actual atten-
dance of students in the school and the 
attendance reported in the AMS (Auto-
mated Monitoring System). In addition, 
more rice than required has been used 
for the students' meals. This is not in line 
with the attendance rate of the students, 
it is claimed. In addition, additional 
cooking expenses have been claimed for 
the mid-day meal.

It is further alleged that the head-
mistress did not have any signature in 
the school's rice stock register and fund 
register. In addition, it is alleged that the 
necessary vouchers and bills were not 
produced during the investigation. It is 
also said that many other documents of 
the school were found to be inconsisten-
cies.

It is not just about the irregularities in 
the mid-day meal. There have also been 
allegations that money was taken from 
the parents of the students at various 
times under various pretexts. Along with 
this, there have also been allegations of 
embezzlement of funds allocated by the 
government for various school activities. 
Based on these allegations, the District 
Primary School Council on Thursday sus-
pended the accused teacher and issued 
a directive.

It is learned that this month, parents 
had complained to the school about ir-
regularities in the mid-day meal. The 
school teachers also raised the same 
complaint. In this regard, District Prima-
ry School Council Chairman Malay Man-
dal said, "There were several complaints 
against the headmistress of the school 
(Bulu Sarkar Pramanik) regarding the 
management of the school. Based on that 
complaint, we conducted a preliminary 
investigation. The investigation revealed 
several irregularities in the mid-day 
meal. Evidence of various irregularities 
was also found in academic and school 
administration. 

MI News Service, Kolkata:  Lit-
tle Thespian, Kolkata’s renowned 
Hindi/Urdu theatre group staged 
the premier show of its latest pro-
duction "Chehre" on 22nd July 2026 
at Gyan Manch. Adapted by S. M. 
Azhar Alam from Tony Devaney Mo-
rinelli’s The Sins of the Mother, this 
play Chehre is a deeply unsettling, 
yet deeply human one-act psycho-
logical drama. It strips away any 
glamour from the idea of "family" 
and instead holds up a mirror to 
how trauma is inherited, repeated, 
and sometimes, understood. It traps 
the audience with three generations 
of women in a Muslim household. 
What starts as the story of Amina, 
an aging alcoholic mother, quickly 
widens into a study of cycles. The 
play asks one hard question: Are 
we doomed to become the people 
who hurt us? Amina is both victim 
and perpetrator. Her cruelty comes 
from Amma’s harshness. And that 
same bitterness now suffocates 
her daughters, Ishrat and Razia. 

Through Nasima’s memories, we 
see how abuse doesn’t start with 
one person, it’s passed down like an 
heirloom. Azhar Alam’s adaptation 
keeps the focus intimate. The cast 
carries the weight of this heavy play 
beautifully: Chandreyee Mitra as 
Amina. She is volatile, fragile, and 
heartbreaking. She makes Amina 
repulsive and pitiable at the same 
time. You hate her actions but un-
derstand her pain. Annie Das as Ish-
rat & Gunjan Azhar as Razia - A per-
fect contrast to each other. Ishrat’s 
repressed, delusional responsibility 
and Razia’s open resentment shows 
how two ways trauma survives in 
siblings. Their love-hate dynamic 
feels painfully real. Nupur Bhoutika 
as Nasima provides context without 
excusing and as the outsider who 
lived the same childhood differently. 
Sangeetha Vyas as Amma made her 
presence haunt every scene. 

Uma Jhunjhunwala’s direction 
for Chehre is pared-down, ac-
tor-centric, and symbolic. She uses 

space, color, and light to externalize 
what the characters can’t say out 
loud: that trauma lives in the walls, 
in the faces, in the colors we wear. 
It’s the kind of direction where if 
you removed one prop or changed 
one light cue, the whole meaning 
would shift. That’s strong author-
ship. The set by Uma Jhunjhunwala 
herself becomes the fourth char-
acter — canvas paintings on aisle 
creates that feeling of being "stuck 
in a corridor of the past". No es-
cape. The characters keep walking 
into each other’s pain, just like how 
generational trauma keeps repeat-
ing in one house. Canvas paintings 
aren’t just backdrops with faces, 
masks, and fragmented expressions 
on them, they become the "chehre" 
the title talks about. The faces of 
Amma, of Amina’s past, of the roles 
each woman is forced to play. It also 
lets the house feel empty but full of 
memory at the same time. Joydeep 
Roy’s light design and Murari Ray-
choudhury’s music design effective-
ly shifts between present confronta-
tions and painful memories.

"Chehre" is not an easy watch. 
It’s uncomfortable because it’s 
true. It doesn’t offer easy answers 
about healing, but it suggests that 
naming the pain might be the first 
step to breaking the cycle. For 
Little Thespian, this is brave, im-
portant theatre. It chooses com-
passion over melodrama and truth 
over comfort. The audience sat in 
silence as the lights went down. 
Uma Jhunjhunwala’s direction 
didn’t just tell a story, it moved 
people and  "Chehre" stayed with 
them.

MI News Service, Nabadwip:   A 
stash of 88 liquor bottles alleged-
ly concealed inside jute fields and 
dense kash grassland was recov-
ered during a search operation in 
Nadia's Nabadwip on Friday morn-
ing, following a tip-off received by 
local BJP Yuva Morcha and Matri 
Shakti members. The recovered 
bottles were later handed over to 
the Nabadwip police, who have ini-
tiated an investigation.

According to local sources, mem-
bers of the BJP Yuva Morcha and 
Matri Shakti reached the Tangra 
Bilpar Mor area after receiving 
what they described as credible 
information about illegal liquor 
being stored in the locality. During 
the operation, they claimed to have 
found several individuals consum-

ing alcohol in the open. While some 
allegedly fled the spot, others who 
remained reportedly admitted to 
drinking during questioning, ac-
cording to the party workers.

The search was then extended 
to nearby jute fields and kash veg-
etation, where the team claimed 
to have recovered 88 liquor bottles 
hidden in the undergrowth. Police 
from Nabadwip Police Station ar-
rived shortly after being informed, 
inspected the site and took custody 
of the seized liquor for further in-
vestigation.

BJP Yuva Morcha's Mandal 
No. 3 president for the Nabad-
wip Assembly constituency, Pintu 
Debnath, said, "Acting on reliable 
information, we conducted the 
search and recovered around 88 

liquor bottles, which were imme-
diately handed over to the police. 
We demand that those behind the 
illegal stockpile be identified and 
brought to justice."

Local residents have also urged 
the administration to intensify sur-
veillance in the area, alleging that 
illegal liquor activities have become 
a recurring concern. They called for 
sustained enforcement measures to 
prevent the supply and storage of 
illicit liquor.

Police have not yet confirmed 
whether any arrests have been 
made or disclosed the ownership 
of the seized liquor. Officials said 
the source of the stock and the in-
volvement of any organised network 
would be established only after the 
investigation progresses.

MI News Service, Kharagpur:   
Continuous heavy rainfall and the 
impact of a low-pressure system 
have caused the water level of the 
Keleghai River to rise steadily, pos-
ing a serious threat to a wooden 
bridge at Langalkata in Sabang. 
Large masses of water hyacinth 
being carried by the swollen riv-
er have accumulated around the 
bridge, raising fears that the struc-
ture could collapse if immediate 
steps are not taken.According to lo-
cal residents, the bridge serves as a 
vital link between Paschim Medini-
pur and Purba Medinipur districts. 
If it is damaged, several villages 
under Bishnupur Gram Panchayat 
No. 13 in Sabang could lose their 
road connectivity with Purba Medi-
nipur, causing severe inconvenience 
to thousands of people.Local sourc-
es said that the rapidly rising river 
and strong currents have swept 
large quantities of water hyacinth 
beneath and around the bridge, 
placing continuous pressure on its 

structure and increasing the risk of 
collapse.Concerned by the situation 
and unwilling to wait for official 
intervention, villagers took matters 
into their own hands. Risking their 
lives, several residents entered the 
fast-flowing river and used bamboo 
poles to remove the accumulated 
water hyacinth from beneath the 
bridge.Despite working for hours 
under hazardous conditions, the 
villagers continued their efforts to 
protect the bridge and ensure that 
transportation between the two dis-
tricts remains uninterrupted.The 

residents have appealed to the 
administration for a permanent 
solution, stating that the wooden 
bridge faces similar threats every 
monsoon. They urged the author-
ities to replace it with a strong 
concrete bridge at the earliest to 
prevent such risks and difficul-
ties in the future.Locals warned 
that unless timely action is tak-
en, a major accident could occur 
at any moment, and the crucial 
transport link between the two 
districts could be completely dis-
rupted.

MI News Service, Kharagpur:   A 
woman has been arrested in the 
Narayangarh police station area 
of Paschim Medinipur district for 
allegedly attempting to murder a 
one-month-old infant by adminis-
tering poison. The arrest was made 
following directions from the court, 
and the accused was subsequently 
produced before the appropriate 
court.According to police sources, 
a complaint regarding the incident 
was lodged at Narayangarh Police 
Station a few months ago. The 
complainant alleged that the ac-
cused woman applied a poisonous 

substance to her finger and fed it to 
her relative's one-month-old baby, 
causing the infant's health to dete-
riorate suddenly.The child, howev-
er, survived after receiving timely 
medical treatment and is now re-
ported to be in stable condition.
Following the incident, the matter 
came before the court. During the 
hearing, the court directed the 

police to initiate the necessary le-
gal action.In compliance with the 
court's order, Narayangarh Police 
arrested the accused woman and 
produced her before the court.
Police said the investigation is still 
underway. All aspects of the case 
are being examined thoroughly, 
and further legal action will be 
taken based on the findings of the 
investigation and the evidence col-
lected.

The incident has created shock 
in the locality, with residents ex-
pressing concern over the alleged 
attempt on the life of the infant.

MI News Service, Kalyani:   Mar-
riage after love. Mysterious death 
of a young woman within 3 years 
of marriage! Murder charges 
against husband and in-laws. The 
deceased's parents claim that she 
was beaten to death over dowry 
demands. On the other hand, the in-
laws claim that the housewife com-
mitted suicide. The incident took 
place in Haringhata, Kalyani. The 
police have launched an investiga-
tion into the incident.

According to police and family 
sources, the name of the deceased 
girl is Bristi Parui. She was a resi-

dent of Dighapara Shivmandir area 
of Ward No. 13 of Haringhata Mu-
nicipality. Bristi was in a relation-
ship with a local youth, Sujit Bhow-
mik. She got married to the boy of 
her choice.

It is alleged that ever since the 
marriage, Brishti’s husband and his 
family pressured her to bring mon-
ey from her parents home. Sujit, the 
accused, also allegedly beat Brishti 
while under the influence of alcohol. 
Furthermore, there are allegations 
that she was not even permitted to 
speak with her relatives.

After receiving the news of the 

torture on her daughter, Bristi's 
father Krishna Parui brought her 
home. Allegedly, the youth also beat 
her at that time. After an argument, 
she returned.

On Friday morning, the family 
members of Bristi learned that their 
daughter was admitted to Haring-
hata Rural Hospital. When they 
went there, they found out that Bris-
ti had died. The body was lying in 
the hospital. The housewife's hus-
band and in-laws were not there, 
the father-in-law claimed. The in-
laws claimed that Bristi committed 
suicide by hanging herself. 

MI News Service, Kharagpur:   
Under its Corporate Social Respon-
sibility (CSR) initiative, Rashmi 
Group, through Odisha Metaliks 
Private Limited, Unit-I, has ex-
tended financial assistance of Rs 
5 lakh to Paschim Medinipur's in-
ternational open-water swimmer 
Afreen Jabi.The cheque was jointly 
handed over to Afreen by Paschim 
Medinipur District Magistrate Vijin 
Krishna and Rashmi Group Ex-
ecutive Director Bhaskar Choud-
hury during a programme held 
at the District Magistrate's office. 
Senior officials from the district 
administration, Rashmi Group, 
and representatives of various 
media organisations were pres-
ent on the occasion.Afreen Jabi 
will represent India in the presti-
gious Catalina Channel campaign 
in 2026. Through her outstand-
ing achievements in open-water 
swimming, she has brought laurels 

not only to Paschim Medinipur 
but also to West Bengal and the 
country.Addressing the gathering, 
Rashmi Group Executive Director 
Bhaskar Choudhury said, "Rash-
mi Group will always stand by 
athletes who bring glory to the 

nation through their performanc-
es. We are pleased to have the op-
portunity, with the support of the 
District Magistrate, to extend our 
support to a talented athlete like 
Afreen."District Magistrate Vijin 
Krishna praised Rashmi Group's 

initiative, stating that such support 
from the corporate sector serves 
as a source of inspiration for 
sportspersons. He wished Afreen 
success in her upcoming Catalina 
Channel campaign and expressed 
confidence in her bright future.

Expressing her gratitude, 
Afreen Jabi thanked Rashmi Group 
for the financial assistance, saying 
that the support would play a vi-
tal role in helping her achieve her 
dreams. She also appealed to other 
industrial organisations to come 
forward and support athletes so 
that they can represent India on 
the international stage.

Rashmi Group reiterated its 
commitment to contributing to 
sports, education, and social wel-
fare through its CSR initiatives. 
The company said it would contin-
ue to support talented athletes and 
work towards the upliftment of 
underprivileged sections of society.

MI News Service, Kolkata:   
Varsha Ashok Aglawe has 
assumed charge as the 54th 
Director General of the Geo-
logical Survey of India (GSI), 
becoming the first woman to 
head India's premier geosci-
entific organisation in its 176-
year history. She succeeds 
Shri AsitSaha, who served as 
Director General from 27thJu-
ly 2024 to 31st July 2026.

A distinguished geoscientist 
with more than three decades 
of professional experience, 
Smt. Aglawe joined GSI in 
1992 after serving with the In-
dian Bureau of Mines. During 
her career, she has held sev-
eral important scientific and 
administrative positions in 
GSI's Central, Northern and 
Eastern Regions, besides serv-
ing at Central Headquarters. 
Prior to assuming the pres-
ent office, she was Additional 
Director General & Head of 
Department, Eastern Region, 
Kolkata.

An expert in palaeontology 
and palynology, Smt. Aglawe 
has made significant contri-
butions to the study of the 

Late Cretaceous–Palaeocene 
sediments, K-T boundary, 
and Satpura-Gondwana ba-
sins. She reported the Sal-
bardi–Ghorpend area as a 
new dinosaur nesting site in 
Central India, contributed to 
international research and 
participated in collaborative 
palaeontological studies with 
the University of Michigan 
Museum of Paleontology, USA. 
She also represented GSI as a 
member of the Indian delega-
tion to PDAC 2023 in Toronto, 

Canada.
Besides her scientific con-

tributions, she has played an 
important role in strengthen-
ing GSI's institutional capa-
bilities, including establishing 
a state-of-the-artPalynology 
Laboratory at the Northern 
Region office in Lucknow and 
leading multidisciplinary geo-
scientific programmes across 
the country.

On assuming office, Smt. 
Aglawe reaffirmed GSI's 
commitment to aligning its 

programmes with the Gov-
ernment of India's priorities 
in critical mineral explora-
tion and mineral security. She 
emphasized accelerating ex-
ploration of deep-seated and 
concealed mineral deposits 
through advanced geophysical 
investigations, fast-tracked 
exploration programmes and 
strengthened laboratory in-
frastructure. She also high-
lighted the need to expand 
offshore mineral exploration, 
promote cutting-edge geosci-
entific research, strengthen 
public-good geoscience pro-
grammes such as natural 
hazard studies and glaciology, 
and enhance scientific publi-
cations and capacity building 
for young geoscientists.

Expressing confidence in 
GSI's scientific expertise and 
expanding technological ca-
pabilities, she said the organ-
isation is well positioned to 
meet the nation's growing de-
mand for critical and strategic 
minerals while contributing to 
sustainable resource develop-
ment through geoscientific ex-
cellence and innovation.

MI News Service,                                          
Krishnanagar: The state agri-
culture department has launched 
a fresh verification drive to iden-
tify ineligible beneficiaries under 
the Krishak Bandhu scheme, with 
records of nearly 4.3 lakh benefi-
ciaries in Nadia district coming 
under scrutiny. The exercise is 
aimed at ensuring that financial 
assistance reaches genuine farm-
ers and at detecting cases where 
multiple members of the same 
family are receiving benefits.

Officials said beneficiaries 
have been asked to submit fresh 
verification forms along with 
the bank account details of both 
husband and wife. The move is 
intended to verify whether more 
than one member of a family 
is drawing benefits under the 
scheme.

According to agriculture de-
partment sources, concerns 
have persisted for some time 
over the inclusion of ineligible 
beneficiaries alongside genuine 
cultivators. One of the key issues 
flagged by the department is the 
growing number of applications 
filed after agricultural land is di-
vided among multiple co-sharers, 
resulting in several beneficiaries 
despite little or no increase in the 

total landholding.
Official figures show that 

6.64 lakh farmers in Nadia are 
covered under different govern-
ment welfare schemes. Of them, 
around 2.24 lakh receive bene-
fits under the PM-Kisan scheme, 
while nearly 4.3 lakh are enrolled 
under Krishak Bandhu.

Officials pointed out that the 
government had earlier recov-
ered money from ineligible ben-
eficiaries under the PM-Kisan 
scheme after similar verification 
exercises. The current scrutiny 
under Krishak Bandhu is being 
carried out on similar lines to 
improve transparency and plug 
possible irregularities.

Ahead of the Assembly elec-
tions, a large number of fresh ap-

plications were submitted under 
the government's 'Amader Para, 
Amader Samadhan' outreach 
programme. During scrutiny of 
these applications, officials said, 
instances surfaced where multi-
ple members of the same family 
were found to be receiving ben-
efits under the scheme. However, 
department officials clarified that 
many such cases are technically 
valid under existing rules, as any 
individual holding agricultural 
land in his or her name is eligible 
to apply.

The department has also 
tightened scrutiny of new ap-
plications and cases involving 
transfer of land ownership by 
cross-checking records of pre-
vious landowners. Even so, offi-

cials have found instances where 
land transferred among family 
members has enabled new ben-
eficiaries to qualify separately 
for financial assistance, rais-
ing questions over whether the 
scheme is fully serving its intend-
ed objective.

Agriculture officials main-
tain that the primary objective 
of the Krishak Bandhu scheme 
is to provide financial security 
to genuine farmers. However, 
they acknowledge that several 
landowners who are not directly 
engaged in cultivation continue 
to receive assistance solely on 
the basis of land ownership. The 
ongoing verification, they said, is 
intended to identify genuine ben-
eficiaries and strengthen trans-
parency in the implementation of 
the scheme.

 Under the Krishak Bandhu 
scheme, eligible farmers receive 
annual financial assistance rang-
ing from Rs 4,000 to Rs 10,000, 
credited directly to their bank 
accounts in two instalments 
during the Kharif and Rabi sea-
sons. Officials expressed hope 
that the verification drive would 
help ensure that the benefits are 
extended only to eligible farmers 
in the future.

MI News Service, Shantipur: 
In a significant push to grass-
roots sports after nearly a decade, 
Shantipur MLA Swapan Kumar 
Das on Friday distributed sports 
equipment worth more than Rs 
6.5 lakh among local clubs and 
higher secondary schools under 
his MLA Local Area Develop-
ment Fund. The initiative aims to 
strengthen sports infrastructure 
and encourage greater participa-
tion among young athletes.

A total of 31 clubs engaged in 
football, cricket and volleyball re-
ceived sports kits under the pro-
gramme. While 12 football clubs 
were provided with footballs, 
boots and jerseys, 11 cricket clubs 
received English willow bats, 
helmets and practice balls. Eight 
volleyball clubs were supplied 
with volleyballs, nets and jerseys. 
The Shantipur Zonal Sports As-
sociation was also provided with 
goalpost nets and corner flags to 
support the organisation of local 
tournaments.

The programme also focused 
on improving sports facilities in 
educational institutions. Seven-
teen higher secondary schools 
received sports equipment, with 
14 schools getting footballs. Shan-
tipur Municipal School, Shantipur 
Hindu High School and Tantubay 
High School were each provided 
with 18 sets of digital jerseys. The 

MLA said the scheme would be ex-
panded to include more schools in 
the coming phases.

Four sportspersons from Shan-
tipur who have represented at 
the national level were felicitated 
during the event. The West Ben-
gal Blind Cricket Association was 
also honoured for its contribution 
to promoting inclusive sports and 

creating opportunities for visually 
impaired cricketers.

Addressing the gathering, MLA 
Swapan Kumar Das said the initia-
tive would not remain confined to 
equipment distribution. Plans are 
in place to upgrade playgrounds, 
strengthen sports infrastruc-
ture, extend support to referees 
and umpires, and organise more 
sporting activities across the con-
stituency. He also announced that 
students and athletes travelling to 
Kolkata for competitions or exam-
inations would be able to avail ac-
commodation at the MLA Hostel.

Local sports organisers and 
former players described the 
initiative as one of the most sig-
nificant interventions in recent 
years. They believe improved 
infrastructure, access to quality 
equipment and sustained institu-
tional support could help identify 
and nurture sporting talent from 
Shantipur, enabling more athletes 
to compete at the state and nation-
al levels.

B E N G A  L

Huge Quantity of 
Ganja Seized from 

Private Car; Two Drug 
Traffickers Arrested

Minister Arjun 
Singh’s signature 

forged! Two arrested 

Irregularities in 
mid-day meal! School 
principal suspended 

Little Thespian’s new production "Chehre" - 
A Raw Portrait of Generational Pain

Hidden Liquor Stock Unearthed in Nabadwip, 
88 Bottles Seized After Tip-Off

Keleghai River in Spate at Sabang; Villagers 
Brave Strong Currents to Save Wooden Bridge

Woman Arrested for Allegedly 
Trying to Poison One-Month-Old Infant

Woman mysteriously dies after 3 years of marriage

Nadia launches fresh scrutiny of 4.3 lakh Krishak 
Bandhu beneficiaries to weed out ineligible claimants

After a decade, Shantipur gets sports infrastructure 
boost; MLA distributes equipment worth over Rs 6.5 lakh

Rashmi Group Extends Rs 5 Lakh CSR Support to International 
Swimmer Afreen Jabi for Catalina Channel Campaign

Geological Survey of India Gets Its First Woman Director General
Varsha Ashok Aglawe Assumes Charge as the 

54th Director General of Geological Survey of India

Varsha Ashok Aglawe assumes charge as the Director General of GSI



MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Calcutta High Court on
Friday cautioned the Tri-
namool Congress over the
alleged violation of court-
imposed conditions during
its July 21 Martyrs’ Day
rally, expressing dissatisfac-
tion with the compliance re-
port submitted by the West
Bengal government. Hear-
ing the matter, Justice
Saugata Bhattacharyya ob-
served that the court’s direc-
tions regarding the number
of participants and traffic

management had not been
fully followed. The judge
warned that any future vio-
lation of court orders would
invite strict action.

During the proceedings,
the state government sub-
mitted a report on the con-
duct of the rally. The court
sought clarification on
whether any law-and-order
issues had occurred during
the event. Appearing for the
KalighatTrinamool Congress,
senior advocate representing
Derek O’Brien informed the

court that the programme
concluded peacefully and
that no untoward incident
had taken place.
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Thermocol idols of Lord Shiva and Goddess Durga mounted on a shoulder yoke for Kanwariyas carrying holy water to
Tarakeswar during the holy month of Shravan, at Dompara on Chittaranjan Avenue in Kolkata on Friday.

MI News Service, Kolkata :
Exiled Bangladeshi author
Taslima Nasreen  returned to
Kolkata on Friday after
nearly 19 years, describing
the visit as an emotional
homecoming to a city she still
considers her own. Her ar-
rival comes ahead of a liter-
ary event on Saturday that
has acquired political reso-
nance under West Bengal's
new BJP government.

With folded hands, Nas-
reen greeted those waiting to
receive her at the Netaji Sub-
has Chandra Bose Interna-
tional Airport and said, "I am
feeling very good to be back."

She returned to this ‘City
of Joy’ after nearly two
decades when she was forced
to depart following protests
over her controversial book
'Dwikhondito'. "I am really
liking it here," said Nasreen.
This is the author-activist's
first public appearance in
Kolkata since 2007, when
protests against her memoir
forced her to leave the city
she had made her home after
fleeing Bangladesh a decade
earlier. Her book was banned
by the then CPM-led Bengal
government in 2003 for al-
legedly hurting religious sen-
timents. The 63-year-old now
lives in Delhi on a long-term
residence permit. Tomorrow,
Nasreen will be attending a
programme protesting funda-
mentalism at Rabindra
Sadan. The event is also likely
to be attended by Chief Min-
ister Suvendu Adhikari and
renowned author Shirshendu
Mukhopadhyay. The organis-
ers say that the writer, whom
the Bangladesh government
once charged with defaming
Islam, will recite some of her
poems and take part in a dis-
cussion after attending a civic
reception in her honour. Ear-
lier describing her return as a

"personal homecoming", she
said that she never left
Kolkata willingly and always
hoped that she would return
one day. "I never left Kolkata
willingly; the then West Ben-
gal government forced me to
leave the state. Yet I never
stopped hoping that one day I
would return. Year after year
passed, governments
changed, and still the door re-
mained closed."

The news of her visit
sparked a political row. Tri-
namool MLA Akhruzzaman
claimed the writer has fre-
quently spoken out against
Muslims, suggesting that is
the sole reason the "double-
engine government" is wel-

coming her. Bur senior minis-
ter Agnimitra Paul has
strongly welcomed the
writer's visit.

"During the previous gov-
ernment's tenure, she was
never given the opportunity
to return. The opposition
talks so much about secular-
ism, but when she wrote the
truth in her book, they denied
her security. Under the Tri-
namool Congress  govern-
ment, people of various
communities were merely
used as political tools. Today,
under Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari's government,
Taslima Nasreen has come.
This is a matter of pride and
joy for us," the minister said.

Taslima Nasreen returns to

Kolkata after 19 years

Bangladeshi author Taslima Nasrin arrives at Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose International Airport upon her return to
Kolkata after nearly 19 years, on Friday.

Suspected member of Jaish-e-Mohammed arrested
Continued from page 1

After arrest of the suspected operative of Pakistan-based
banned terror outfit the STF investigators is  probing his alleged
links to a wider terror network and examining whether he was
planning an attack. Police sources said material recovered from
Mondal's mobile phone and other documents suggested that he
was collecting information on Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari.
Investi gators are examining whether the surveillance was
linked to a possible attack plot. According to the police, Mondal
is suspected to be associated with the Pakistan-based banned
terror outfit Jaish-e-Mohammed and is believed to be a close
associate of Sajjad Bhat, alleged to be one of the masterminds
of the 2019 Pulwama terror attack.The accused was produced
before a court in Burdwan on Friday. On February 14, 2019, a
suicide bomber of the Pakistan-based terror group Jaish-e-Mo-
hammad rammed an explosives-laden vehicle into a bus car-
rying Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) personnel in
Pulwama, Jammu and Kashmir, killing 40 jawans.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
In a bid to encourage more
young people to donate
blood, the West Bengal
Health Department has
launched a statewide digi-
tal awareness campaign
targeting Generation Z
through social media plat-
forms such as Facebook
and Instagram. The cam-
paign, which begins on
August 1, aims to dispel
common myths surround-
ing blood donation and
promote voluntary partic-
ipation, particularly ahead
of the festive season.

As part of the initia-
tive, the department has
produced a series of short
artificial intelligence (AI)-
generated videos carrying

messages that highlight
the safety and health ben-
efits of blood donation.
The campaign stresses
that donating blood does
not weaken the body, ex-
plaining that the liquid
component of blood is re-
plenished within 48 hours,
while blood cells recover
within about 21 days.

The Health Depart-
ment has also announced
a toll-free helpline to pro-
vide information on the
importance of blood dona-
tion and answer public
queries related to the
process and its benefits.

State Health Minister
Dr.SharadwatMukhopad-
hyay said blood donation
is beneficial not only for

recipients but also for
donors, recommending
that eligible individuals
donate blood at least once
every year. He noted that
regular blood donation
can help identify certain
health conditions during
the routine screening of
donated blood.

Referring to recent
health data, the minister
said 2,085 new Hepatitis B
cases were reported in

West Bengal during the
2025–26 financial year,
taking the total number of
patients in the state to
over 12,300. He pointed
out that many people fail
to recognise the early
symptoms of Hepatitis B,
such as fatigue and loss of
appetite, often mistaking
them for signs of over-
work. Medical experts
have warned that un-
treated Hepatitis B and
Hepatitis C can lead to
liver cirrhosis and, in
some long-term cases,
liver cancer. The Health
Minister said these dis-
eases pose a greater pub-
lic health challenge than
many people realise and
emphasised the impor-

tance of early detection.
He added that donated

blood undergoes manda-
tory screening for infec-
tious diseases, enabling
donors to become aware
of their health status while
also helping save lives.
The department has inten-
sified its campaign ahead
of the Durga Puja season,
particularly in the wake of
investigations into alleged
irregularities at some pri-
vate blood banks. Officials
hope the awareness drive
will encourage more peo-
ple to donate blood at gov-
ernment blood banks and
help ensure an adequate
blood supply across the
state during the festive pe-
riod.

MI News Service, Kolkata:The
Calcutta High Court has di-
rected the West Bengal gov-
ernment to immediately
restore ration benefits to indi-
viduals whose supplies were
allegedly discontinued after
their names were removed
from the electoral roll. The in-
terim order ensures that the
affected beneficiaries will con-
tinue receiving ration until fur-
ther directions from the court.

Hearing the matter, Jus-
tice Hiranmay Bhattacharyya
observed that deletion of a
person’s name from the voter
list does not automatically
make them ineligible for ben-
efits under the Public Distri-
bution System (PDS). The
court indicated that the right
to food security is independent
of voting rights and that the
two are governed by separate

legal and administrative
frameworks. The petitioner
claimed that after his name
was removed from the elec-
toral roll during the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR)
process, he was informed by
his local ration dealer that his
ration benefits would also be
stopped. Apprehending the
loss of food security, he ap-
proached the High Court
seeking relief. The court di-
rected the state government
to clarify its stand on the issue
at the next hearing while ob-
serving that the matter re-
quires wider judicial
consideration. Legal experts
believe the interim order
could provide relief to many
residents whose names have
been deleted from the voter
list and who fear losing access
to subsidised food grains.

Cal HC Orders Continuation of Ration 
Benefits Despite Deletion from Voter List

MI News Service, Kolkata:The West Bengal
government is set to strengthen Kolkata’s
late-night public transport network by in-
troducing additional government bus serv-
ices on key routes from August 1, aiming to
provide safer and more reliable travel for
commuters returning home after night
shifts. At present, the number of buses on
Kolkata roads declines sharply after 10
p.m., with services becoming scarce after
11.30 p.m. As a result, commuters often
depend on app-based cabs and bike taxis,
which typically charge significantly higher
fares during late-night hours.

To address the problem, the Transport
Department has decided to increase bus
services connecting Howrah , Sealdah, Ne-
taji Subhas Chandra Bose International
Airport, and several major parts of the city.
Officials said routes with consistently high
passenger demand would be prioritised,
while private bus operators have also been
requested to participate in the expanded
night service. The government has adopted
a demand-based strategy after an earlier

attempt to run night buses under the pre-
vious administration failed to continue for
long. This time, services will be concen-
trated on routes where passenger move-
ment remains high to ensure long-term
sustainability. According to transport offi-
cials, many patients arrive at Howrah and
Sealdah on late-night trains so they can
queue early for outpatient services at hos-
pitals such as Medical College Hospital,
SSKM Hospital, RG Kar Medical College
and Hospital, NRS Medical College and
Hospital, and other healthcare facilities.
However, the lack of late-night buses often
leaves them stranded. Similar complaints

have also been received from passengers
arriving at Kolkata airport after 9 p.m. and
Metro users facing difficulty finding trans-
port after extended Metro services. The re-
vised plan aligns bus schedules with the
timings of late-night trains, Metro serv-
ices and flights. Several routes will have
their last trips extended until 10 p.m. or
10.30 p.m., while additional buses will
operate on important corridors, including
Nilgunj Depot–Howrah, Howrah–Patuli,
Howrah–Garia, Howrah– Ballygunge,
Dunlop–Ballygunge, Ultadanga–Ecospace
(New Town), and Airport–Garia. The de-
partment also plans to gradually expand
night bus services on routes connecting
Dunlop, Rajabazar, Ultadanga, Barasat,
Barrackpore, Ballygunge, Mourigram,
Kamalgazi and other major destinations.
Transport officials believe the initiative
will significantly improve late-night mo-
bility, especially for hospital visitors, of-
fice workers and travellers, making
Kolkata’s public transport system safer
and more dependable after dark.

Night Bus Services Expansion from
Aug 1 to Ease Late-Night Commute 

MI News Service, Kolkata:The
Calcutta High Court has
strongly criticised the Kolkata
Municipal Corporation (KMC)
for demolishing part of a resi-
dential flat without properly
verifying its own records, call-
ing the civic body’s conduct
“extremely shameful” and
“reckless.”Hearing the case,
Justice Raja Basu Chowdhury
observed that KMC failed to
examine official documents
before ordering the demolition
and later attempted to justify
the action by claiming the rel-
evant records had not come to
its notice. The court directed
the civic body to reconstruct
the demolished roof of the flat
within eight weeks. The case
relates to a flat owned by
Tapas Majumdar on the fourth
floor of a residential building

on Ananda Palit Road in
Kolkata. Majumdar ap-
proached the High Court alleg-
ing that KMC had demolished
the roof of his approved G+4
building while taking action
against an allegedly illegal
structure on the upper floor.

During the hearing, KMC
argued that approval for the
building had expired in 2014
and that the fifth floor was
therefore demolished. How-
ever, the court noted that this
reason was not mentioned in
the original demolition order
and criticised the corporation
for introducing a new justifica-
tion later through an affidavit.
The High Court also advised
the petitioner to approach the
appropriate forum if he wishes
to seek compensation for the
damage caused.

Cal HC Pulls Up KMC for Wrongful 
Demolition, Orders Flat Restoration

State Govt Launches Digital Campaign to
Encourage Blood Donation Among Gen Z

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The South 24 Parganas dis-
trict health administration
has cancelled the licence of
JibanArogya Ultrasonogra-
phy and Genetic Clinic at
Nodakhali following allega-
tions that its ultrasound ma-
chine was illegally used at a
‘Sebaashray’ medical camp
for prenatal sex determina-
tion, an act prohibited under
Indian law. According to
health department officials,
the ultrasound machine was
allegedly taken from the
nursing home to the medical
camp without following the
prescribed legal procedures.
Authorities suspect that the
equipment was used to deter-
mine the sex of unborn chil-
dren, prompting
administrative action against
the clinic. The ‘Sebaashray’
camps were launched during
the previous Trinamool Con-
gress government under the
initiative of Abhishek Baner-
jee, then MP from Diamond
Harbour, to provide free med-
ical services. Following the
change in government, the
camps came under scrutiny
over multiple allegations, in-
cluding misuse of facilities,
medical negligence, perma-
nent injury to patients and il-
legal prenatal sex
determination. Several com-
plaints have reportedly been
lodged at police stations, in-

cluding Bishnupur Police Sta-
tion, seeking action against
those associated with the
camps. The issue has also
been raised in the West Ben-
gal Assembly, where Chief
Minister SuvenduAdhikari
made allegations regarding
the functioning of the medical
camps and indicated that
strict legal action could follow
if the accusations were sub-
stantiated.

Amid the ongoing investi-
gation, a team from the office
of the Chief Medical Officer of
Health (CMOH), South 24
Parganas, recently inspected
the Nodakhali clinic and
sought documents relating to
the ultrasound machine. Offi-
cials said the clinic authori-
ties failed to produce the
required records. According
to the nursing home manage-
ment, the ultrasound ma-
chine had already been
seized by the police and is
currently kept in the custody
of Diamond Harbour Police
Station as part of the investi-
gation. Following the inspec-
tion, the district health
administration cancelled the
clinic’s licence and directed
the management to surren-
der it immediately. Authori-
ties have also ordered that no
ultrasonography or diagnos-
tic tests be conducted at the
facility until the investigation
is completed.

Nursing Home Loses Ultrasound Licence
Over Alleged Misuse at ‘Sebaashray’ Camp

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Calcutta High Court has
ruled that a magistrate has no
authority to assess the age or
medical fitness of a couple
seeking surrogacy, observing
that such matters fall within
the jurisdiction of designated
medical authorities. The court
made the observation while
hearing a petition filed by a
South 24 Parganas couple
whose application for surro-
gacy had been rejected by an
Additional District Magistrate.

Justice Kaushik Chanda
set aside the magistrate's
order and directed the con-
cerned authority to recon-
sider the couple's application
within seven days, strictly in
accordance with the provi-
sions of the law. The couple
had approached the Addi-
tional District Magistrate at
Alipore after obtaining the re-
quired medical certificates
from the District Medical
Board. However, their appli-
cation was rejected after the
magistrate examined the
medical documents submitted
by the couple and the surro-
gate mother. According to the

rejection order, the validity of
the couple's medical certifi-
cates had expired, while the
surrogate mother's health
certificate allegedly lacked
certain required information.
The magistrate also ex-
pressed reservations regard-
ing the age of the intending
father, stating that he was
over 55 years of age and
therefore not suitable to be-
come a parent through surro-
gacy. Challenging the
decision, the couple moved
the High Court, arguing that
the magistrate had exceeded
the scope of powers vested
under the Surrogacy (Regula-
tion) Act, 2021.

During the hearing, Jus-
tice Chanda observed that the
magistrate's role in surrogacy
matters is confined to exam-
ining legal requirements and

cannot extend to evaluating
medical eligibility or age, as
those issues are to be deter-
mined by competent medical
authorities. The court clari-
fied that the magistrate's re-
sponsibility is limited to
ensuring that the surrogate
mother has voluntarily con-
sented to the procedure and
that she will not claim legal
guardianship or parental
rights over the child after
birth. Beyond these legal safe-
guards, the magistrate cannot
independently question med-
ical findings or reassess eligi-
bility criteria.

The High Court, there-
fore, quashed the rejection
order and instructed the au-
thority to reconsider the ap-
plication within a week
without exceeding the statu-
tory limits of its jurisdiction.

Under the Surrogacy
(Regulation) Act, 2021, com-
mercial surrogacy is prohib-
ited in India. Surrogacy is
permitted only in cases where
intending couples are med-
ically unable to conceive, sub-
ject to approval by the
prescribed authorities. 

Cal HC Limits Magistrate’s Role in Surrogacy
Cases, Orders Fresh Review of Couple’s Plea

Cal HC Warns TMC Over Alleged Violation of Rally Conditions at July 21 Gathering

MI News Service, Kolkata: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Friday launched simul-
taneous search operations at 11 locations in
Kolkata and its suburbs as part of its probe
into the alleged financial dealings of former
Trinamool Congress MLA and former Bid-
hannagar Mayor Sabyasachi Dutta. Accord-
ing to ED sources, the raids are being carried
out at premises in Park Street, Kidderpore,
and other locations linked to Dutta and his
close associates. The central agency’s action
follows an investigation by the West Bengal
Police. Dutta was arrested on June 8 by the
Bidhannagar North Police Station in connec-

tion with an alleged extortion case. During
the state police investigation, officers report-
edly recovered a substantial quantity of gold
and financial documents from multiple loca-
tions associated with him. Investigators
claimed that nearly 3.5 kg of gold was seized
from a flat in Rajarhat and several bank lock-
ers. The police suspect that a significant por-
tion of the money allegedly collected through
extortion had been invested in gold. The in-
vestigation also revealed that five bank ac-
counts held jointly or individually by
Sabyasachi Dutta and his wife, Indrani Dutta,
had been frozen. 

ED Conducts Raids at 11 Locations Linked to Sabyasachi Dutta

MI News Service, Kolkata:The
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) [CPM] is set to hold
an extended State Committee
meeting in Kalyani on August
29 and 30 to assess its organ-
isational strength and chart a
strategy to expand its public
support ahead of the upcom-
ing urban civic elections in
West Bengal.

According to party lead-
ers, the two-day meeting will
focus on reviewing the current
political situation, strengthen-
ing the organisation at the dis-
trict level and identifying ways
to increase the party’s elec-
toral base. The discussions
come at a time when political
observers believe the year-end
municipal polls could provide
an early indication of the
state’s evolving political land-
scape. A member of the CPM
State Committee said the party
would analyse its organisa-

tional performance and public
outreach during the meeting.
Despite conducting sustained
statewide movements over the
past five years, the party has
not seen a significant rise in its
vote share, which has re-
mained around five per cent,
according to recent Assembly
election data. The leadership
also intends to examine why it
has been unable to regain
support from economically
weaker sections who shifted
towards the Trinamool Con-
gress or the BJP in recent
years.However, party leaders
believe there are encouraging
signs. The CPM managed to
return to the State Assembly
by winning a seat in the recent
election and also emerged as
the runner-up in the Falta As-
sembly constituency, develop-
ments the leadership sees as
positive indicators for rebuild-
ing its political base.

CPM to Review Organisation, Electoral
Strategy at State Committee Meeting
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Name Change
I, Swapan Mukherjee (Old Name) S/o
Late Ananta Mukherjee Residing at
18/1 Chunilal Banerjee Road, P.o - Ari-
adaha, P.s - Dakshineswar, District -
North 24 Parganas, Pin - 700057, West
Bengal, India, do hereby declare that I
have Changed my name from Swapan
Mukherjee (Old Name) to Swapan
Kumar Mukherjee (New Name) and
henceforth I shall be known as Swapan
Kumar Mukherjee (New Name) in all
purpose, vide affidavit Sworn before
the Notary public at Kolkata on Dated
31-07-2026. Swapan Kumar Mukher-
jee (New Name) and Swapan Mukher-
jee (Old Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Swarup Kr Chakraborty (Old Name)
S/o Santosh Kumar Chakraborty 
Residing at 56 (125/3), Bishalaxmi
Tala, Bauripara, Baidyabati (M), Sheo-
raphuli, District - Hooghly, Pin -
712223, West Bengal, India, do hereby
declare that I have Changed my name
from Swarup Kr Chakraborty (Old
Name) to Swarup Chakraborty (New
Name) and henceforth I shall be
known as Swarup Chakraborty (New
Name) in all purpose, vide affidavit
Sworn before the Notary public at
Kolkata on Dated 31-07-2026. Swarup
Chakraborty (New Name) and Swarup
Kr Chakraborty (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sk Basirul (Old Name), Son Of Sk Md
Idris, Resident Of Vill-Borhal, Po-Sat-
gara, Hooghly-712404, West Bengal
Do Hereby Declare That I Have
Changed My Name From Sk Basirul
(Old Name) To Sk Md Basirul (New
Name) And Henceforth I Shall Be
Known As Sk Md Basirul (New Name)
In All Purpose, Vide Affidavit No 81
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 31/07/2026. Sk Md
Basirul(New Name) And Sk Basirul
(Old Name) Both Are Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sk Ebadul Islam (Old Name), Son Of
Sk Raosan, Resident Of Vill-Rajderia,
Po-Jagatballavpur-711408, West Ben-
gal Do Hereby Declare That I Have
Changed My Name From Sk Ebadul
Islam (Old Name) To Sekh Ebadul (New
Name) And Henceforth I Shall Be
Known As Sekh Ebadul (New Name ) In
All Purpose, Vide Affidavit No 82 Sworn
Before The Notary Public At Kolkata On
31/07/2026. Sekh Ebadul (New Name)
And Sk Ebadul Islam (Old Name) Both
Are Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Anjuman Begam (Old Name), Wife Of
Sk Jakir, Resident Of Vill-Paschim
Panchla, Po Dhunki, Ps Panchla,
Howrah-711322, West Bengal Do
Hereby Declare That I Have Changed
My Name From Anjuman Begam (Old
Name) To Anjunwara Begam (New
Name) And Henceforth I Shall Be
Known As Anjunwara Begam (New
Name ) In All Purpose, Vide Affidavit No
87 Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 27/07/2026. Anjunwara
Begam (New Name) And Anjuman
Begam (Old Name) Both Are Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sayanha Chakraborty (Old Name) S/o
Swarup Chakraborty Residing at 56
(125/3),  Bishalaxmi Tala, Bauripara,
Sheoraphuli, District - Hooghly, Pin -
712223, West Bengal, India, do hereby
declare that I have Changed my name
from Sayanha Chakraborty (Old Name)
to Sayanha Chakrabarty (New Name)
and henceforth I shall be known as
Sayanha Chakrabarty (New Name) in
all purpose, vide affidavit Sworn before
the Notary public at Kolkata on Dated
31-07-2026. Sayanha Chakrabarty
(New Name) and Sayanha Chakraborty
(Old Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Subhas Roy (Old Name), Son Of Hari-
das Roy, Resident Of Dabgram Madhya
Shanti Nagar, Dabgram, Jalpaiguri -
734004, West Bengal Do Hereby De-
clare That I Have Changed My Name
From Subhas Roy (Old Name) To Sub-
hash Roy (New Name) And Henceforth
I Shall Be Known As Subhash Roy
(New Name) In All Purpose, Vide Affi-
davit No 50 Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 30/07/2026. Sub-
hash Roy (New Name) And Subhas
Roy (Old Name) Both Are Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Ujjal Martin Gomes (Old Name), S/O
Late Francis Gomes, Residing at Be-
gopara, Ranaghat, Nadia, Pin-741256,
West Bengal, India. do hereby declare
that I have changed my name from
Ujjal Martin Gomes (Old Name) to
Ujjal Gomes (new name) and hence-
forth I be known as Ujjal Gomes (New
Name) in all purpose, vide affidavit
sworn before the Notary Public at
Kolkata on 30/07/2026. Ujjal Gomes
(New Name) and Ujjal Martin Gomes
(Old Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Sekh Yunush Ali (Old Name), Son Of
Israil Sekh, Resident Of Pontba, Vi-
tasin, Pandua, Hooghly-712149, West
Bengal Do Hereby Declare That I Have
Changed My Name From Sekh
Yunush Ali (Old Name) To Yunas Ali
Sekh (New Name) And Henceforth I
Shall Be Known As Yunas Ali Sekh
(New Name) In All Purpose,Vide Affi-
davit No 75 Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 17/07/2026.
Yunas Ali Sekh (New Name) And Sekh
Yunush Ali (Old Name) Both Are Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Jakir Hussain (Old Name), Son Of
Lutfar Rahman, Resident Of 26 Alam
Mistry Lane, Po-Howrah-711101,
West Bengal Do Hereby Declare That
I Have Changed My Name From Jakir
Hussain (Old Name) To Zakir Hossain
Hajari (New Name) And Henceforth I
Shall Be Known As Zakir Hossain Ha-
jari (New Name) In All Purpose, Vide
Affidavit No 78 Sworn Before The No-
tary Public At Kolkata On 31/07/2026.
Zakir Hossain Hajari (New Name) And
Jakir Hussain (Old Name) Both Are
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Samima Begam (Old Name), Wife Of
Sk Md Basirul, Resident Of Vill-Borhal,
Po-Satghara, Hooghly-712404, West
Bengal Do Hereby Declare That I Have
Changed My Name From Samima
Begam (Old Name) To Samima
Begum (New Name) And Henceforth I
Shall Be Known As Samima Begum
(New Name) In All Purpose,Vide Affi-
davit No 80 Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 31/07/2026.
Samima Begum (New Name) And
Samima Begam (Old Name) Both Are
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Shakuntala Rajgaria, Shakuntala Devi
Rajgarhia (Old Name) W/o Rad-
heyshyam Rajgarhia Residing at Flat
No-304, Shree Vinayak Residence, 263
BM Saha Road, Uttarpara Kotrung (M),
Hindmotor, District - Hooghly, Pin -
712233, West Bengal, India, do hereby
declare that I have Changed my name
from Shakuntala Rajgaria, Shakuntala
Devi Rajgarhia (Old Name) to Shankun-
tala Rajgarhia (New Name) and hence-
forth I shall be known as Shankuntala
Rajgarhia (New Name) in all purpose,
vide affidavit Sworn before the Notary
public at Kolkata on Dated 30-07-2026.
Shankuntala Rajgarhia (New Name) and
Shakuntala Rajgaria, Shakuntala Devi
Rajgarhia (Old Name) both are same and
one identical person.

MI News Service, Kharag-
pur : The Kharagpur Divi-
sion of South Eastern
Railway on Friday organ-
ised a dignified farewell
ceremony to honour 41
railway employees who re-
tired or opted for volun-
tary retirement. The
railway administration
paid tribute to their years
of dedicated service and
extended a heartfelt
farewell.The programme
was held at the CMS Audi-
torium of the Kharagpur
Divisional Railway Hospi-
tal (DRH). Senior railway
officials, family members
of the retirees, and their
colleagues attended the
event in large numbers,
making the occasion both
emotional and memorable.

Divisional Railway
Manager (DRM) Lalit

Mohan Pandey, the chief
guest, personally handed
over Pension Payment Or-
ders (PPOs), settlement-re-
lated documents, and
commemorative memen-
toes to all 41 retired em-
ployees. Addressing the
gathering, DRM Pandey

said the employees had
served Indian Railways
with dedication, honesty,
and commitment through-
out their careers. He ex-
pressed the railway
administration's gratitude
for their invaluable contri-
butions and wished them

good health, happiness,
prosperity, and a fulfilling
retired life.Senior divi-
sional officers and heads
of various departments
were also present at the
ceremony. They shared
their experiences of work-
ing with the retirees and
conveyed their best wishes
for the next phase of their
lives.The farewell cere-
mony once again reflected
the tradition of the
Kharagpur Railway Divi-
sion in honouring the
years of hard work, dedi-
cation, and contribution of
its employees to the na-
tion. By according them a
dignified send-off on their
retirement, the railway
administration reaffirmed
its appreciation and grati-
tude for their long and de-
voted service.

Kharagpur Railway Division Bids Farewell to 41 Retired
Employees; DRM Hands Over PPOs and Mementoes

MI News Service, South 24 Par-
ganas: The police have arrested the
park's supervisor and municipal
employee Pallav Bharti and the
park's employee Sanjay Gayan in
connection with the 'smuggling' of
indigenous and exotic birds kept in
the 'Aranyak' forest park run by the
Baruipur Municipality. The two ar-
rested were produced before the
Baruipur sub-district court on
Thursday, and the judge ordered
their police custody for 9 days for
investigation.

A picnic garden was built on the
banks of the Adi Ganga in ward
number 10 for the entertainment of
the residents on the initiative of the
Baruipur Municipality. Many types
of domestic and foreign birds were
kept there. Among them were pea-
cocks and emus. It has been alleged
that 13 peacocks and emus were
smuggled. On receiving the news,
the party leadership from the
Baruipur West Mandal No. 1 of the
BJP went to the spot on Wednesday.
They were the first to report the

matter to the Baruipur Police Sta-
tion in the form of a complaint.
Later, the Forest Department also
filed a complaint.

Upon receiving the information,
Baruipur Police Additional Superin-
tendent of Police (Zonal) Atish
Biswas and Baruipur IC reached the
spot. Three people including munic-
ipality worker and supervisor Pallab
Bharti were arrested from there.
Pallab Bharti and Sanjay Gayen
were arrested that night. On
Wednesday night, searches were
conducted at Pallab Bharti's house
in Vaishnavpara, Baruipur, and his
flat in Dhakuria, Kolkata. Pallab
used to run a cafe near the Banbho-
jan Udyan. The police also seized
several register books there.

Pallab alleged that he was
framed. He alleged that the Chair-
man, Vice Chairman and a councilor
of the municipality are involved in
this incident. However, Chairman
Shakti Roychowdhury said in this
regard, 'The police are investigat-
ing. The real truth will be revealed.'

Two arrested for ‘smuggling’ birds from municipal park

MI News Service, North 24 Parganas: 
Boiler explosion at a vest factory in

Taldharia, Dattapukur. The horrific
accident occurred in Ghosh Para of
the area. One person died and another
was injured in the boiler explosion.
The deceased has been identified as
Sanjay Samanta (55). The area was
shaken by the loud noise. Police from
Dattapukur police station have
reached the spot. The body has been
recovered and taken for autopsy. One
seriously injured person has been
taken to Barasat Hospital.

In this factory, color paste was ap-
plied to bolts of T-shirt fabric. The rest
of the machinery in the factory was
run on the steam of hot water through
the boiler. Initially, the administration
believes that the explosion occurred
due to excess steam. Locals complain
that there was no maintenance of the
boiler machines. A forensic team has
been called for investigation. The
manager of the factory has been de-
tained for questioning.

Boiler exploded at a vest fac-
tory in Dattapukur, one killed

MI News Service, New
Delhi: A revival in foreign
investment flows into
India in recent months
signals renewed confi-
dence among global in-
vestors in the domestic
economy, the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) said
in its July bulletin, even
as the central bank con-
tinued to intervene in the
foreign exchange market
to support the rupee.

Net foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI) rose to
$6.5 billion during April-
May 2026, from $2.5 bil-
lion in the corresponding
period a year ago. Gross
inward FDI also in-
creased to $21.4 billion
from $17.1 billion during
the period, aided by
lower repatriation, the
central bank said.

“Recovery of foreign
investments in recent
months shows a revival
of confidence in the econ-
omy,” it said.

Japan, Singapore and

Mauritius together ac-
counted for 74 per cent
of total equity inflows
during the period.

Foreign portfolio in-
vestment (FPI) also
turned positive in June,
supported by policy
measures favouring the
debt segment and easing
geopolitical tensions.
FPIs infused $3.1 billion
into Indian markets in
July through July 20,
with investments spread
across equity and debt.

External commercial
borrowing (ECB) regis-
trations also rose signifi-
cantly during April-May
compared with the year-
ago period. The RBI,
however, said net inflows
into non-resident de-
posits moderated in
April-May, primarily be-
cause of slower mobilisa-
tion under non-resident
external rupee accounts
and FCNR(B) deposits.
Following recent policy
measures, inflows into

FCNR(B) deposits surged
to $17.4 billion between
June 8 and July 17.

The central bank said
foreign exchange re-
serves remained comfort-
able, covering more than
10 months of goods im-
ports and 88.5 per cent
of external debt out-
standing at end-March
2026.

Meanwhile, the RBI’s
intervention in the forex
market continued. The
central bank net sold
$6.104 billion in the spot
currency market in May,
marking the third consec-
utive month of net sales.
It had net sold $9.758 bil-
lion in March and $8.944
billion in April.

In May, the RBI pur-
chased $22.22 billion and
sold $28.33 billion on a
gross basis. The central
bank reiterated that
India remained the
fastest-growing major
economy despite continu-
ing global uncertainties.

MI News Service,
Sanctoria: ECL reaf-
firming its commit-
ment to responsible
mining and safe-
guarding the na-
tion’s valuable coal
resources, has called for greater participa-
tion in efforts to prevent illegal coal mining
and coal theft.

In this regard, CMD, ECL, Satish Jha,
has urged all employees and stakeholders
of ECL to download the ‘Khanan Prahari’
mobile application and extend their active
cooperation in furthering this important
initiative. He emphasised that collective
participation and heightened vigilance can
play a vital role in preventing illegal coal
mining and safeguarding the nation’s valu-
able coal resources.

Illegal coal mining and theft result in
the loss of valuable national resources and
pose serious challenges to safety, environ-
mental sustainability and the well-being of
local communities. Recognising the impor-
tance of technology-enabled vigilance and
public participation in addressing this
issue, the Ministry of Coal, Government of
India, has introduced the Khanan Prahari
mobile application.

The application provides a convenient
digital platform for reporting incidents 
related to illegal coal mining, enabling
timely sharing of information with the con-
cerned authorities and facilitating appro-
priate action.

MI News Service, Kolkata: The newly
formed BJP government is committed
to bring rapid industrialization in West
Bengal. The PWD minister of govern-
ment of West Bengal Ajay Kumar Pod-
dar said this. He participated in the
programmee organized by Indian
Small Scale Paint Association (ISSPA)
to mark 70 years of its contribution to
India's paints and coatings industry. 

The meeting was attended by
Tapas Ray, Minister-in-Charge, Com-
merce & Industries Department, Gov-
ernment of West Bengal, and Ajay
Kumar Poddar, Minister-in-Charge,
Public Works Department, Govern-
ment of West Bengal. 

Addressing the gathering, Poddar
reiterated the State Government's
commitment to industrial develop-
ment, emphasising that entrepreneurs
and industrialists remain central to
West Bengal's vision of becoming a
leading manufacturing and investment
destination.

One of the key highlights of the
meeting was the growing interest from
companies in Western and Northern
India in exploring long-term contracts,
strategic partnerships, acquisitions
and business collaborations in Eastern
India, reflecting the region's increas-
ing attractiveness as an industrial hub.

FDI revival boosting Indian economy: RBI Given ‘innovation concept’ to 
Bengal govt: IIT Kharagpur
MI News Service, Kharag-
pur/ Kolkata: The Indian
Institute of Technology,
Kharagpur (IIT-Kharag-
pur) has given a ‘innova-
tion concept’ to the Chief
Minister of West Bengal.
Prof. Suman Chakraborty,
Director, IIT Kharagpur
has mentioned it.
Chakraborty was speaking
at at the inauguration of
Atal Incubation Centre in
Kolkata, the state's first
Atal Incubation Centre es-
tablished under the Atal
Innovation Mission (AIM),
NITI Aayog. 

He said that IIT
(kharagpur) has a great
heritage and is doing very
well in the domain of aca-
demics and technical edu-
cation. Chakraborty
further mentioned that
that there are lot of start-
ups coming up in Kolkata
and different parts of Ben-
gal and this is a good sign
of a turnaround from the
dismal past.

BJP govt to bring rapid
industrial growth:

Bengal PWD Minister

ECL for stronger vigilance
against illegal coal mining



For TV, e-paper & news visit: www.live7tv.com

05
Morning India

Kolkata, Saturday
1 August 2026

MI News Service,  New  
Delhi: The Union Cabinet chaired 
by the Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has approved an expand-
ed Khelo India Scheme and en-
hanced Assistance to National 
Sports Federations (ANSFs) with 
acombined outlay of Rs. 36,441 
crore for the period 2026–27 to 
2030–31, reaffirming theGovern-
ment's commitment to harness-
ing the power of sports for youth 
development and nation-building.

This is the country's most 
ambitious sports development 
programme since Independence. 
Theaspirations of the youth of the 
country towards sports has been 
given a major boost and will have 
atransformational impact over 
the coming decade.

The approved outlay is nearly 
eight times that of the previous 
Khelo India Scheme, reflecting 
theGovernment's commitment to 
making sports a cornerstone of 
youth development, nation-build-
ing andIndia's emergence as a 
global sporting powerhouse.

The revamped scheme is de-
signed to create a seamless path-
way for every talented young In-
dian—from school playgrounds 
and village sports fields to the 
Olympic podium. It seeks to en-
sure that nosporting talent is left 
undiscovered because of geogra-
phy, economic background or lack 
ofopportunity.

Aligned with the vision of Khelo 
Bharat Niti 2025 and the National 
Education Policy 2020, thescheme 
integrates sports with education, 
fitness, technology and high-per-
formance training whilelaying 
a strong foundation for India's 
long-term sporting ambitions, in-
cluding the 2030Commonwealth 
Games and the country's bid to 
host the Olympic and Paralympic 
Games.

Every talented youth gets a path-
way to excellence:

For the first time, a compre-
hensive athlete development 
pathway has been created to sup-
port youngsportspersons at every 
stage—from talent identification 

and scientific training to inter-
nationalcompetition and Olympic 
preparation.

The scheme establishes an 
integrated nationwide sports 
ecosystem comprising National 
Centres ofExcellence (NCOEs), 
Khelo India Centres of Excellence 
(KICoEs), SAI Training Centres 
(STCs),Khelo India Accredited 
Academies (KIAAs), Khelo India 
Centres (KICs) and Youth Sports-
Companies (YSCs) of the Armed 
Forces. Together, these institu-
tions will provide world-class-
coaching, sports science support 
and modern infrastructure across 
the country. 

To strengthen the school sports 
ecosystem, the Government has 
introduced two new initiatives—
Khelo India Feeder Schools (KIFS) 
and Khelo India Utkrishta Vidya-
layas (KIUV)—which willintegrate 
sports with mainstream education 
and enable early identification 
and systematic nurturingof tal-
ented children.

India's athlete pool to expand 

nearly ten-fold:
A major reform under the 

scheme is the creation of the 
Emerging Khelo India Athletes 
(E-KIAs)category alongside the 
existing Khelo India Athletes pro-
gramme. This will expand the 
structuredathlete development 
ecosystem by nearly ten times, 
bringing thousands of additional 
young athletesunder professional 
coaching, scientific support and 
long-term mentoring.

A strengthened nationwide 
talent identification framework 
involving Talent Identification-
Development Committees, Zon-
al Committees, Talent Scouts, 
High Performance Directors and 
HighPerformance Managers will 
ensure continuous identifica-
tion, tracking and development 
of promisingathletes across the 
country.

The scheme also establishes a 
clear progression pathway from 
grassroots competitions to Khe-
loIndia, and subsequently to the 
Target Olympic Podium Scheme 

(TOPS), enabling deserving athle-
testo receive world-class training, 
international exposure and com-
prehensive support to compete 
formedals at the highest level.

More competitions, greater op-
portunities:

Recognising that sporting ex-
cellence depends on regular com-
petition, the revamped scheme-
significantly strengthens India's 
domestic competition ecosystem. 
It supports school, university,re-
gional and sport-specific leagues 
alongside national championships 
to provide sustainedcompetitive 
exposure to young athletes.

Special emphasis has been 
placed on expanding opportu-
nities for women athletes, pa-
ra-athletes,indigenous sports, 
and sports as a tool for peace, 
inclusion and community devel-
opment. The schemealso provides 
support for organising the Nation-
al Games and hosting major inter-
national sportingevents in India.

Building a fitter and healthier 
India:

The Fit India Movement will be 
significantly expanded to promote 
fitness as a nationwide move-
ment,particularly among young 
people. Campaigns will encour-
age active lifestyles, women's 
participationin sports, outreach 
in border and remote areas and 
sports-based initiatives against 
substance abuse,reinforcing 
sports as a vehicle for social 
transformation.

Investing in coaches, technolo-
gy and innovation:

Recognising that athletes can 
excel only with world-class sup-
port systems, the Government 
willestablish the National Coach 
Accreditation Board (NCAB) to 
standardise coaching qualifica-
tions,improve professional stan-
dards and strengthen the capac-
ity of coaches and support staff 
across thecountry.

The scheme also envisages a 
unified digital sports platform in-
tegrating athlete databases,infra-
structure, competitions, coaching 
resources, talent assessments, 

funding and Fit Indiaparticipa-
tion. The platform will enable da-
ta-driven planning, transparent 
governance and personalisedath-
lete development. 

Stronger partnerships for sport-
ing excellence:

The Government will deepen 
collaboration with private acade-
mies, corporate partners and oth-
erinstitutions to leverage invest-
ment, innovation and expertise 
in sports infrastructure, talent-
development and athlete support, 
creating a truly national sports 
ecosystem driven by both public 
andprivate participation.

Supporting India's global sport-
ing ambitions:

To complement the revamped 
Khelo India Scheme, the Gov-
ernment has also approved a 
strengthenedAssistance to Na-
tional Sports Federations (ANSF) 
Scheme for the period 2026-31. 
The scheme willsupport Indian 
athletes and teams through fund-
ing for coaching, sports science, 
modern equipment,international 

exposure, coaching camps, en-
gagement of foreign experts and 
participation in majorinterna-
tional competitions. It will also 
support sports cooperation with 
countries of the Global Southand 
promote India's indigenous sports 
internationally.

A national mission for Viksit 
Bharat:

The revamped Khelo India 
Scheme represents one of the 
largest investments ever made in 
India'ssporting future. More than 
a sports programme, it is a na-
tional mission to empower young 
Indianswith opportunity, confi-
dence and excellence.

By creating a seamless path-
way from grassroots talent to 
global sporting success, the 
scheme aims tonurture champi-
ons, inspire a culture of fitness, 
strengthen India's sporting eco-
system and position thecoun-
try among the world's leading 
sporting nations as it moves 
towards the vision of Viksit-
Bharat@2047.

MI News Service,  New  
Delhi: The Union Cabinet 
chaired by the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi today approved 
the 'PradhanMantri Surya Saro-
var Yojana (PM-SSY)’, a Scheme 
for the development of Floating 
SolarPhotovoltaic (FSPV) Proj-
ects with Energy Storage Sys-
tems (ESS) with a total outlay of 
Rs.5,070crore.

The scheme envisages the de-
velopment of 5,000 MW of Float-
ing Solar Photovoltaic projects 

with co-located Energy Storage 
Systems having a minimum 
storage capacity of two hours 
i.e.,10,000 MWh.The projects 
will be sanctioned during FY 
2026-27 to FY 2030-31, with 
disbursement of financialsup-
port continuing up to FY 2032-
33.

The approval follows the re-
cent assessment undertaken by 
the National Institute of Solar 
Energy(NISE), which has esti-
mated a floating solar potential 

of approximately 102.18 GWp 
acrossreservoirs and other suit-
able inland water bodies in the 
country.

Under the scheme, Central 
Financial Assistance (CFA) of 
Rs. One crore per MW will be 
provided foreligible Floating 
Solar Photovoltaic projects after 
successful commissioning. In 
addition, CFA of upto Rs.50 lakh 
per project will be available for 
undertaking feasibility studies, 
including bathymetryand hy-

drography assessments, envi-
ronmental studies, and other 
preparatory activities required 
for de-risking the project devel-
opment.

All States and Union Terri-
tories will benefit through this 
scheme. The scheme would en-
hance thefloating Solar PV ca-
pacity in the country by 5,000 
MW, which is presently around 
700 MW only.These projects 
would provide an opportunity 
to gainfully utilize existing res-

ervoirs & industrialponds, and 
eliminate competition for scarce 
land resources. The integration 
of an energy storagesystem will 
help strengthen grid reliability. 
The scheme would help in the 
reduction of around 10million 
tonnes of CO₂ emissions annually. 
It would help in the generation 
of approximately 16,000–17,000 
full-time equivalent employment 
opportunities across the project 
value chain. The schemewould 
also promote domestic manu-

facturing of floatation systems 
as well as the entire value chain 
ofthe projects, like PV cells, 
modules, energy storage sys-
tems, etc., and support the vision 
ofAatmanirbhar Bharat. 

The scheme will contribute to 
renewable energy capacity ad-
dition, support the achievement 
ofnational energy and climate 
objectives, and facilitate optimal 
utilisation of water resources 
whileadvancing the vision of 
Viksit Bharat.

MI News Service,  Asansol: 
To facilitate the safe, smooth 

and comfortable movement of 
Kanwariyas during Shravani 

Mela–2026, Asansol Division 
of Eastern Railway has made 

comprehensive arrangements 
at key pilgrimage stations, in-
cluding Jasidih, Deoghar and 
Basukinath. The initiatives 
focus on enhanced passenger 
capacity, improved rail con-
nectivity, strengthened ticket-
ing facilities, better passenger 
amenities, cleanliness, tech-
nology-enabled operations 
and robust safety and security 
measures to ensure a seamless 
travel experience for lakhs of 
devotees.
87% Expansion in Pilgrim Infra-
structure

Shravani Mela Pandal area ex-
panded from 69,000 sq. ft. to 
1,29,000 sq. ft., providing sub-
stantially more space for pas-

senger waiting and crowd 
management.
Enhanced Rail Connectivity
Operation of Shravani Mela 
Special Trains Services to ca-
ter to the increased movement 
of Kanwariyas.
Strengthened Ticketing System
20 UTS Ticket Counters, 6 
Automatic Ticket Vending Ma-
chines (ATVMs) and 30 Mobile 
UTS Devices deployed for fast-

er and hassle-free ticketing.
Improved Passenger Amenities
25 additional water coolers, 
nearly 400 LED lights, expanded 
waiting areas, improved drink-
ing water facilities and dedi-
cated 'May I Help You' booths 
for enhanced passenger conve-
nience.
Enhanced Cleanliness & Sanita-
tion
Intensive housekeeping with ad-
ditional manpower, PVC sheets 
in passenger movement and 
pandal areas, deployment of 8 
mobile bio-toilet vans and con-
tinuous supervision by Chief 
Health Inspectors to maintain 
hygiene.
Technology-enabled Operations
Additional CCTV surveillance, 
upgraded Public Address Sys-
tems, LED display boards, 
strengthened mobile ticketing 
connectivity and a 24×7 Inte-
grated Command & Control 
Centre at Jasidih, supported by 
a dedicated War Room at DRM 
Office, Asansol.
Multi-layered Safety & Security

Deployment of 330 Railway 
Protection Force personnel, 
supported by CCTV surveil-
lance, medical teams, medical 
assistance centres, fire safety 
equipment and emergency 
response arrangements.
Passenger Advisory
Kanwariyas are advised to 
follow railway announce-
ments, use Foot Over Bridg-
es, avoid trespassing, board 
and alight only from station-
ary trains, maintain clean-
liness and seek assistance 
from Railway staff whenever 
required.

Nation
Cabinet approves revamped Khelo IndiaScheme and enhanced Assistance to National Sports Federations (ANSFs)

Cabinet approves 'Pradhan Mantri SuryaSarovar Yojana (PM-SSY)' for Development of Floating 
Solar Photovoltaic Projects with Energy Storage Systems with a total outlay of Rs.5,070crore

Asansol division strengthens arrangements for Shravani Mela
87% Expansion in Pilgrim Infrastructure, Enhanced Train Services, Passenger Amenities and 

Multi-layered Safety Measures Ensure Comfortable Journey for Kanwariyas
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CHICAGO [US] : Researchers disclosed genuine
proof of how the neck muscles are implicated in
primary headaches in a study presented at the
annual meeting of the Radiological Society of
North America (RSNA). The findings could lead
to improved treatments.

The distinct underlying causes of primary
headaches are still not fully understood. The
most common primary headaches are tension-
type headaches and migraines.

"Our imaging approach provides first objec-
tive evidence for the very frequent involvement
of the neck muscles in primary headaches, such
as neck pain in migraine or tension-type
headache, using the ability to quantify subtle
inflammation within muscles," said Nico
Sollmann, M.D., Ph.D., resident in the
Department of Diagnostic and Interventional
Radiology at University Hospital Ulm, and the
Department of Diagnostic and Interventional
Neuroradiology at University Hospital Rechts
der Isar in Munich, Germany.

Tension-type headaches affect two out of
every three adults in the U.S. People with ten-
sion-type headaches often feel a tightening in
the head and mild to moderate dull pain on both
sides of the head. While these headaches are
typically associated with stress and muscle ten-
sion, their exact origin is not fully understood.

Migraines are characterized by a severe
throbbing pain. Migraines generally occur on
one side of the head, or the pain is worse on one
side. Migraines may also cause nausea, weak-
ness and light sensitivity. According to the
American Migraine Foundation, over 37 million

people in the U.S. are affected by migraine, and
up to 148 million people worldwide suffer from
chronic migraine. Neck pain is commonly asso-
ciated with primary headaches. However, no
objective biomarkers exist for myofascial
involvement. Myofascial pain is associated with
inflammation or irritation of muscle or of the
connective tissue, known as fascia, that sur-
rounds the muscle. For the study, Dr. Sollmann
and colleagues aimed to investigate the involve-
ment of the trapezius muscles in primary
headache disorders by quantitative magnetic
resonance imaging (MRI) and to explore associ-
ations between muscle T2 values and headache

and neck pain frequency. The prospective study
included 50 participants, mostly women, rang-
ing in age from 20 to 31 years old. Of the study
group, 16 had tension-type headache, and 12
had tension-type headache plus migraine
episodes. The groups were matched with 22
healthy controls.

All participants underwent 3D turbo spin-
echo MRI. The bilateral trapezius muscles were
manually segmented, followed by muscle T2
extraction. Associations between muscle T2 val-
ues and the presence of neck pain, number of
days with headache, and number of myofascial
trigger points as determined by manual palpa-

tion of the trapezius muscles were analyzed
(adjusting for age, sex and body mass index).

The tension-type headache plus migraine
group demonstrated the highest muscle T2 val-
ues. Muscle T2 was significantly associated with
the number of headache days and the presence
of neck pain. The increased muscle T2 values
could be interpreted as a surrogate of inflamma-
tion arising from the nervous system and
increased sensitivity of nerve fibers within
myofascial tissues.

"The quantified inflammatory changes of
neck muscles significantly correlate with the
number of days lived with headache and the
presence of subjectively perceived neck pain,"
Dr. Sollmann said. "Those changes allow us to
differentiate between healthy individuals and
patients suffering from primary headaches."

Muscle T2 mapping could be used to stratify
patients with primary headaches and to track
potential treatment effects for monitoring.

"Our findings support the role of neck mus-
cles in the pathophysiology of primary
headaches," Dr. Sollmann said. "Therefore,
treatments that target the neck muscles could
lead to a simultaneous relief of neck pain, as
well as headache."

Dr. Sollmann pointed out that non-invasive
treatment options that directly target the site of
pain in the neck muscles could be highly effec-
tive and safer than systemic drugs.

"Our imaging approach with delivery of an
objective biomarker could facilitate therapy
monitoring and patient selection for certain
treatments in the near future," he added.

NEW YORK [US] : Researchers discov-
ered that surgical removal of the ton-
sils and adenoids in children with
snoring and minor breathing issues
during sleep seemed to enhance their
sleep, quality of life, and blood pres-
sure a year after surgery.

The study was done to examine the
effects of adenotonsillectomy on chil-
dren with moderate sleep-disordered
breathing (SDB). Adenotonsillectomy is
one of the most common surgical oper-
ations performed on children, and
moderate SDB affects a high number
of these individuals.

The findings were reported in the
American Medical Association
Journal.

"Our data suggest that for children
with no symptoms other than snoring,
it's reasonable to monitor them over
time without proceeding to surgery,"
said study leader Susan Redline, M.D.,
M.P.H., of Brigham and Women's
Hospital and Harvard Medical School,
both in Boston. "However, for children
who are having issues with disturbed
sleep, daytime sleepiness, and behav-
ioral problems, our data suggest that
surgery may be a very reasonable
option."

SDB refers to breathing distur-
bances during sleep that can range
from loud snoring to sleep apnea. SDB
affects 6-17% of typically developing
children in the United States. Some
research indicates that if left untreat-
ed, the condition may increase the risk

for behavioral problems, reduced
quality of life, and cardiovascular dis-
eases, including heart disease and
high blood pressure. Researchers and
parents are showing increasing inter-
est in how sleep problems such as
sleep apnea might also affect brain
development, cognition, and academic
performance.

Adenotonsillectomy, or removal of
enlarged tonsils and adenoids, is a
standard treatment for children with
moderate to severe SDB and is aimed
at reducing snoring and improving
breathing in those with the condition.
However, data are unclear whether
the surgery is beneficial for children
with mild forms of SDB.

The Pediatric Adenotonsillectomy
Trial for Snoring (PATS) was a ran-
domized clinical trial that involved 459
children and adolescents with mild
SDB who were enrolled at seven aca-

demic sleep centers in the United
States between 2016 to 2021. The par-
ticipants were ages 3 to 12, racially
diverse, and followed for a year. The
study did not include children with
moderate to severe SDB.

During the trial, half the partici-
pants received an adenotonsillectomy
and the other half received supportive
care without surgery, which included
standardized education on healthy
sleep and lifestyle and referral for
untreated allergies or asthma.
Researchers then evaluated neurode-
velopmental, behavioral, health, and
sleep-related outcomes in these
groups, using measurements of atten-
tion and executive function, which
includes a set of cognitive skills that
help children manage everyday activi-
ties. Sleep outcomes were measured
by polysomnography, a standard sleep
test that measures breathing, heart

rate, eye movement, and other factors.

At the end of the study period, cog-
nition and attention improved in both
groups, but improvement was not sig-
nificantly greater in the children who
were treated with surgery compared
to the group who did not receive sur-
gery. However, the secondary results of
the study did show several beneficial
changes in the surgery group. These
included less daytime sleepiness,
reduced SDB, less snoring, fewer
behavioral problems, better quality of
life, and lower blood pressure. The
children treated with surgery were
also less likely to show disease pro-
gression into full-blown sleep apnea,
the researchers said.

Researchers plan to explore the
long-term impacts of surgery in this
population and note the need to devel-
op improved screening tools that bet-
ter identify which children are most
likely to benefit from adenotonsillecto-
my.

"It is clear that adenotonsillectomy
can help some children with mild
sleep-disordered breathing. However,
it may not be appropriate for every-
one," said Marishka Brown, Ph.D.,
director of the National Center on
Sleep Disorder's Research within the
NHLBI. "Parents with concern over
their children's nighttime breathing
should discuss options with their pedi-
atrician to develop a plan of action." 

WASHINGTON DC [US] : A preclin-
ical study conducted by Weill
Cornell Medicine researchers
reveals that a certain human
genetic variant of a receptor that
increases insulin release may help
individuals be more resistant to
obesity. The researchers revealed
that this version operates different-
ly in the cell, which may lead to
more effective metabolism.

The study, posted online in
Molecular Metabolism on Nov. 2,
provides new insight into how
human genetic variations affect an
individual's susceptibility to weight
gain. The researchers developed
mice with a human genetic variant
in the glucose-dependent
insulinotropic polypeptide (GIP)
receptor associated with leaner
body mass index (BMI). They found
that the mice were better at pro-
cessing sugar and staying leaner
than mice with a different, more
common variant of the receptor.
The discovery may point to new
potential strategies to treat obesity,
which affects more than a 100 mil-
lion adults in the United States
according to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.

"Our work demonstrates how
basic science research can yield
important insights about complex
biology," said the study's senior
author Dr. Timothy McGraw, a pro-
fessor of biochemistry in cardiotho-
racic surgery and in biochemistry

at Weill Cornell Medicine. "These
GIP receptors and their behavior at
the cellular level profoundly impact
metabolism and weight regula-
tion."

Genetic Variants of the GIP
Receptor

Genetic variants are differences
in DNA sequence that occur natu-
rally between individuals in a given
population. Genome-wide associa-
tion studies, which use statistics to
carefully link genetic variants to
particular traits, show about 20
percent of people of European
descent have one copy of the GIP
receptor with the Q354 gene vari-
ant and about 5 percent have two
copies of the variant. The GIP
receptor interacts with a hormone
released in response to glucose lev-
els after a meal. "Studies suggest
that people with at least one copy
this GIP receptor variant have
altered metabolism that reduces
their risk of developing obesity,"
said the study's lead author Dr.
Lucie Yammine, a post-doctoral
associate in biochemistry at Weill
Cornell Medicine. To understand
how this gene variant may be
decreasing the risk of obesity, the
team used CRISPR-Cas9 technolo-
gy to genetically engineer mice
with the variant in the gene encod-
ing the GIP receptor, similar to the
human version. They found that
female mice with the variant were
leaner on a typical mouse diet than

female litter mates without it. Male
mice with the gene variant were
about the same weight as litter
mates without it while consuming a
regular diet, but the gene variant
protected them from weight gain

when fed a high-fat diet, which
caused obesity in litter mates.

"We found that a change in one
amino acid in the GIP receptor
gene affected the whole body in
terms of weight," Dr. Yammine

said. Mice with the variant were
more sensitive to the GIP hormone
that triggers the release of insulin
which controls blood sugar levels
and helps the body convert food
into energy. How the Variant May
Provide an Advantage Against
Obesity

The researchers compared
what happened to mouse cells with
and without the variant when
exposed to glucose or the GIP hor-
mone. Pancreatic cells from mice
with the genetic variant produced
more insulin in response to both
glucose and the GIP hormone,
which may explain why they are
better at processing glucose.

"What's interesting about these
receptors is their location in the
cell has a big impact on how they
signal and their activity," Dr.
McGraw said. He explained that
when the GIP hormone binds to
the receptor, the receptor moves
from the cell surface to inside the
cell. When the GIP hormone even-
tually falls off the receptor, the
receptor returns to the cell sur-
face. The team found that the GIP
receptor variant stays inside the
cell compartment four times
longer than the typical receptor.
Dr. McGraw suggested that this
may allow the receptor to send
more messages to the machinery
inside cells, which helps in pro-
cessing sugar more efficiently.

Still, more research is needed

to confirm the effects of this vari-
ant on the receptor's behavior.
The researchers also want to
learn if there are differences in
the receptor's behavior in other
cell types, like brain cells, which
play a crucial role in regulating
hunger. Recently, the Food and
Drug Administration has
approved several weight loss
drugs that mimic natural hor-
mones in the body and interact
with receptors like GIP, including
semaglutide (Wegovy) and
tirzepatide (Zepbound). This has
increased the interest in studying
new ways to target the GIP recep-
tor for obesity.

"Our work suggests that the
movement of the receptor from
the cell surface to the interior is
an important factor in controlling
metabolism. Therefore, drugs that
could regulate the GIP receptor
behavior and location could pro-
vide an important new avenue to
combat obesity," said Dr.
Yammine. In the meantime, Dr.
McGraw noted that it is essential to
understand how people with differ-
ent genetic variants in the GIP
receptor respond to currently
available weight loss medications.
"A better appreciation of how dif-
ferent variants of receptors impact
metabolism might allow for a pre-
cision medicine approach--match-
ing a specific drug to a genetic vari-
ant--for weight loss," he said.

Neck muscle inflammation primary
cause of headache: Study

Research shows specific genetic
variant can help prevent obesity

LONDON [UK] : According to new findings from
the largest UK community research project, eat-
ing within a 10-hour window improves mood,
energy, and hunger.

The outcomes of the trial were reported at
the European Nutrition Conference by
researchers from King's College London.

Intermittent fasting (IF), or restricting your
food consumption to a set time frame, is a popu-
lar approach for losing weight. You limit your
daily eating schedule to 10 hours and fast for the
remaining 14 hours with a ten-hour window. For
example, if you start eating at 9 a.m., you must
finish by 7 p.m.

Those who maintained a regular eating win-
dow outperformed those who altered their eating
habits.

Despite the fact, a certain intermittent fasting
advocates frequently promote restrictive eating
windows as short as six hours, data presented in
the abstract suggest that eating within a less
restrictive window of ten hours has beneficial
health effects such as changes in mood, energy,
and appetite.

Dr Sarah Berry from King's College London
and chief scientist at ZOE said, "This is the
largest study outside of a tightly controlled clinic
to show that intermittent fasting can improve
your health in a real-world setting. What's real-
ly exciting is that the findings show that you
don't have to be very restrictive to see positive
results. A ten-hour eating window, which was
manageable for most people, improved mood,
energy levels and hunger. We found for the first
time that those who practised time-restricted
eating, but were not consistent day to day, did
not have the same positive health effects as those
who were dedicated every day."

37,545 people on the ZOE Health app com-
pleted the core intervention period of three
weeks. Participants were asked to eat as normal
for the first week and then a ten-hour eating
window for two weeks.

More than 36,231 participants opted for addi-
tional weeks and 27,371 users were classified as
highly engaged. Highly engaged participants
were 78 per cent female, with a mean age of 60
and a BMI of 25.6.

Participants with a longer eating window
before the intervention saw an even greater ben-
efit to their health.

Kate Bermingham PhD, from King's College
London and ZOE, said, "This study adds to the
growing body of evidence showing the impor-
tance of how you eat. The health impact of food
is not just what you eat but the time at which you
choose to consume your meals, and eating win-
dow is an important dietary behaviour that can
be beneficial for health. Findings show that we
don't need to be eating all the time. Many people
will feel satiated and even lose weight if they
restrict their food to a ten-hour window."

Eating within 
10-hour window 
is good for 
health, finds study

INDIANAPOLIS [US] : A protein
present in the brains of patients
suffering from frontotemporal
dementia (FTD) has been identi-
fied by an international team of
researchers, which includes spe-
cialists from Indiana University
School of Medicine. This finding
opens up a new target for possi-
ble treatments for FTD.

The National Institutes of
Health state that injury to neu-
rons in the brain's frontal and
temporal lobes causes frontal
lobe dementia (FTD). Symptoms
of this kind of dementia usually
appear in people between the
ages of 25 and 65. These symp-
toms can include odd behaviours,
emotional issues,

Neurodegenerative disorders,
including dementias and
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis
(ALS), occur when specific pro-
teins form amyloid filaments in
the nerve cells of the brain and
spinal cord. The multidisciplinary
team of researchers--including
members from the Medical
Research Council (MRC)
Laboratory of Molecular Biology,
the IU School of Medicine and the
University College London Queen
Square Institute of Neurology--
found that in cases of FTD, a pro-
tein called TAF15 forms these
amyloid filaments in the cells of
the brain and the spinal cord. On
December 6, they published their
findings in Nature.

Cryo-EM structure of TAF15
amyloid filaments as discovered
in patients with frontotemporal
dementia

Bernardino Ghetti, MD is a
Distinguished Professor at the IU
School of Medicine and has been
studying neurodegenerative
dementias for 50 years. As a lead
neuropathologist on the project,
Ghetti and his team studied the
protein aggregates from brains
donated by four people who had
frontotemporal dementia and
motor weakness. Together with
their colleagues in the UK, IU
researchers used neuropatholog-
ic and molecular techniques and
cutting-edge cryo-electron
microscopy (cryo-EM) at atomic
resolution to discover the pres-
ence of the amyloid filaments
made of TAF15 protein in multi-
ple brain areas. However it is
important to note that TAF15
amyloid affects also nerve cells of
the motor system.

"This discovery represents an
important breakthrough that rec-
ognizes TAF15 as a potential tar-
get for the development of diag-
nostic and therapeutic strategies
toward a lesser-known form of
frontotemporal lobar degenera-
tion associated with frontotempo-
ral dementia," Ghetti said.

Protein present 
in brain associated 
with frontotemporal 
dementia: Study

Study finds how surgery beneficial is for some
children with mild sleep-disordered breathing

"Our work demonstrates how basic science research can yield
important insights about complex biology," said the study's sen-
ior author Dr. Timothy McGraw, a professor of biochemistry in
cardiothoracic surgery and in biochemistry at Weill Cornell
Medicine. "These GIP receptors and their behavior at the cellular
level profoundly impact me

"We found that a change in one amino acid in the GIP recep-
tor gene affected the whole body in terms of weight," Dr.
Yammine said. Mice with the variant were more sensitive to the
GIP hormone that triggers the release of insulin which controls
blood sugar levels and helps the body convert food into energy.
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MI News Service, Quetta: At least
32 coal miners were killed, while
several others remain trapped
after a methane gas explosion
ripped through a coal mine in the
Sorange coalfield in Pakistan's
Balochistan province, local media
reported on Friday.

According to the officials, 41
miners were working about 4,000
feet underground when the explo-
sion took place at a private coal
mine. A fire erupted in the mine
after the explosion, resulting in
the collapse of the structure.

Another mine located near the
site of the incident was also im-
pacted. As many as 12 miners
working in the second mine re-
mained trapped. Chief Inspector
of Mines Muhammad Atif said
that the Mines and Minerals De-
partment and the Provincial Dis-

aster Management Authority
(PDMA) have initiated a rescue
operation.

He stated that the blast was
believed to have occurred due to

the accumulation of methane gas
at a depth of around 4,000 feet,
causing a fire and gathering of
hazardous gases in the mine.

Earlier in May, two miners

were killed and another injured in
two separate coal mine incidents
in Shangla district of Pakistan's
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province.

The first incident took place at
Mine No 5 of Akhorwal coal
mines. The sources revealed that
two workers were buried under
debris during operations in the
mine. Rescue teams, fellow min-
ers and local residents retrieved
the trapped workers after carry-
ing out a rescue operation for
nearly two and a half hours.

In a separate incident, a miner
died while working in a coal mine
in Chaparmashti area. Local resi-
dents and labour organisations
have voiced serious concern over
the lack of safety measures in
Pakistan's coal mines and called
on the government and authori-
ties to take notice of the issue.

MI News Service, Washing-
ton: President Donald
Trump said Thursday that
a deal has been reached for
Hamas to disarm and Israel
to withdraw its forces from
Gaza, but many hurdles,
conditions and long time-
lines remained to wind
down the war in the Pales-
tinian territory. Neither
Hamas nor Israel gave im-
mediate indication that
they had agreed.

The White House an-
nouncement comes nine
months after a US-bro-
kered ceasefire was signed.
Negotiations between Israel
and Hamas had largely
deadlocked over the imple-
mentation of its second
phase, including the disar-
mament of Hamas and the
reconstruction of Gaza.

"The agreement will be
carried out in carefully
structured phases," Trump
said on social media. "As
disarmament is completed,
Israeli forces will withdraw,
and the International Stabi-
lization Force will work
with a new Palestinian po-
lice force to take responsi-
bility for Gaza being safe
for its residents and its
neighbors."

Trump's 20-point
ceasefire plan calls on the
Iran-backed militant group
to surrender its weapons
and destroy its vast net-
work of tunnels. It also en-
visions Israeli forces
withdrawing from Gaza,
the arrival of a new techno-
cratic Palestinian govern-
ment, deployment of an

international security force
and the rebuilding of the
battered Palestinian en-
clave after more than two
years of war.

But Hamas had insisted
on implementing the first
phase before moving to dis-
cuss its weapons. The
group's founding charter
calls for armed resistance
against Israel, and it has
been reluctant to give up an
arsenal, including rockets,
anti-tank missiles and ex-
plosives, that lies at the
heart of its identity.

Hamas announced ear-
lier this month that it had
dissolved its government in
Gaza and was preparing to
transfer power to a techni-
cal committee backed by
the United Nations as part
of the ceasefire deal.

U.S. and Board of
Peace officials, describing
the deal to reporters on
condition of anonymity
under guidelines set by the
White House, gave an ex-
tremely optimistic assess-
ment of the agreement that
laid out a scenario very
similar to the one de-

scribed by Trump and his
top aides when the Board
of Peace, an international
body established by Trump
to oversee the ceasefire in
Gaza, was first formed.

The officials were un-
able to offer specific time-
lines for the disarmament
of Hamas or other groups
that operate in Gaza such
as Palestinian Islamic
Jihad, but said the Gaza
police force would turn
over weapons to the tech-
nocratic Board of Peace-
backed Gaza
administration in the next
two weeks.

The Gaza police force,
however, does not include
the vast majority of Hamas
militants and heavy
weaponry is not included in
that part of the agreement,
according to the officials.

Instead, the surrender
of heavy weapons and the
decommissioning of
Hamas tunnels and other
infrastructure are to come
later in a process that
could take between 200
and 350 days, a Board of
Peace official said.

Deadly coal mine blast in Pakistan
kills 32, rescue operation underway

Trump announces a deal for
Hamas to disarm in Gaza

MI News Service, Kolkata,
July 31, 2026 : As July 31,
2026 marks the retirement
of Milind Deouskar, General
Manager of Eastern Railway,
the steel tracks carry the
gratitude of millions of com-
muters and over 100,000
employees. Taking the helm
in early 2024, his tenure
through June 2026 was de-
fined by deep empathy, inno-
vation, uncompromising safety, and
operational excellence.

Inspired by every passenger, Deouskar
drove track and signal safety across the
network. Eastern Railway accomplished
1,049 TKM of Through Rail Renewal, 695
TKM of Through Sleeper Renewal, 1,400
Turnout Renewals, and 894 TKM of Deep
Track Screening. Reliability was enhanced
by tamping 14,220 km of plain track,
7,236 P&C sets, and completing 40,397
KM of Ultrasonic Flaw Detection (USFD).
OHE saw 47 TKM of unregulated to regu-
lated works and 557 tight implanted
masts replaced. Signalling upgrades in-
cluded 10 mechanical lever frames re-
placed, 170 sliding booms installed, 188
relay room fire alarms, and voice record-
ing telephones at all non-interlocked
gates.

Maintenance covered 287 TOH, 126
IOH, 69 POH, 396 locos fitted with
KAVACH, and 242 new locos commis-
sioned. POH was completed for 5,345
coaches, 19,678 wagons, and 4,204
EMU/MEMU/DEMU coaches. Further-
more, 260 route km of KAVACH were
commissioned on the Howrah–Prad-
hankhanta section, 416 Fog Safe GPS De-
vices installed, 98 Hot Axle Box Detectors
deployed, 88 manned level crossings elim-
inated, and manual loco pilot Sign-On/Off
reduced to 0%. ER won the Safety Shield
of Indian Railways for 2024-25.

Network expansion brought dignity to
citizens. The zone scaled historic heights
across operational planning and infra-
structure, achieving 11 major yard re-
modelling works, commissioning 5 Gati
Shakti Cargo Terminals (GCT) and 6 Inter-
mediate Block Huts (IBH), alongside ob-
taining sanctions for 16
multi-tracking/bypass projects, 125
Phase-16 works, and 150 Engineering
Scale Plans (ESP) & Signal Interlocking
Plans (SIP). Additionally, ~30 yard remod-
elling projects await Commissioner of
Railway Safety (CRS) sanction, with 6
works already CRS-approved awaiting

Non-Interlocking (NI) execu-
tion.

In addition, 14.88 Km of
new line was completed, the
Bhabadighi land dispute
solved, Pakur yard remod-
eled, and 6 IBP/IBH posts
commissioned. Extending 4
Sealdah platforms created
capacity for 83,000 daily
commuters. Passenger serv-
ices expanded with 25 pairs

of Mail/Express, 28 Passenger services, 63
EMU services, and 217 new stoppages.
Upgrades included 38 LHB rakes, 20
FOBs, 100 platform sheds, 137 platform
height adjustments, 447 water coolers,
and 173 ATVMs.

Financially, ER generated ₹9,152.35
Cr in Passenger Revenue and ₹20,753.28
Cr in Goods Revenue, carrying 2,906.83
Million passengers and 227.30 Million
Tonnes of freight. ER crossed 100 MT
freight for two consecutive years, im-
proved its Operating Ratio from 171 to
153, and generated ₹1,288.11 Cr in scrap
revenue.

For staff welfare, 158,157 employees
were trained, 32 Gang Huts, 25 Ladies
Changing Rooms, 19 RPF Barracks (12 for
women), and 4 Running Rooms were built.
Medical milestones included Indian Rail-
ways' first 3 Tesla MRI machine at B.R.
Singh Hospital and foundation laying for
New Howrah Divisional Hospital. ER
sports teams won 16 Gold and 16 Silver
Medals in Senior Nationals, while 32 lakh
tree saplings were planted.

Tributing this era, Shibram Majhi,
CPRO, ER, stated: "Milind Deouskar was
the beating heart of Eastern Railway,
leading with humanity, wisdom, and com-
mitment. His vision transformed our infra-
structure, but his warmth touched our
souls. His golden footprint will forever in-
spire generations of railwaymen."

A Legacy Written in Gold: Eastern Railway Bids Heartfelt 
Farewell to General Manager Milind Deouskar

Exemplary Coordination
Between Indian Railways,
RPF,Gujarat Police and
Medical Teams Demon-
strates Railways'Expand-
ing Role in Life-saving
Healthcare Services

MI News Service, Delhi,
July 31, 2026 : Indian
Railways has achieved a
historic milestone in the
field of healthcare by suc-
cessfullytransporting a
live donor heart by train
for the first time in India.
The life-saving organ
wastransported from
Surat to Ahmedabad
aboard Train No. 20901
Mumbai Central-Gandhi-
nagar CapitalVande
Bharat Express, ensuring
its safe and timely arrival
for transplantation at the
U.N. MehtaInstitute of
Cardiology & Research
Centre, Ahmedabad.

The landmark mission
showcased the speed,
punctuality and reliability
of Vande Bharat Express-
while highlighting the
growing role of Indian
Railways in supporting

critical healthcare serv-
ices andemergency med-
ical transportation.

Given the highly time-
sensitive nature of organ
transplantation, the oper-
ation required meticu-
lousplanning and
seamless coordination
among Indian Railways,
the Railway Protection
Force (RPF),Gujarat State
Police and medical teams.
Every stage of the trans-
portation was carefully

synchronisedto ensure
that the donor heart
reached the recipient hos-
pital within the prescribed
viability window.

A dedicated Green
Corridor was created
from Platform No. 1 of
Ahmedabad Railway Sta-
tion to theU.N. Mehta In-
stitute of Cardiology &
Research Centre by the
Railway Protection Force
and GujaratState Police,
enabling uninterrupted

movement of the donor
heart and ensuring that
the transplantprocedure
could commence without
delay.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Ved Prakash, Divi-
sional Railway Manager,
Ahmedabad, said,"This
isa moment of immense
pride and satisfaction for
Indian Railways. The suc-
cessful transportation of
alive donor heart from
Surat to Ahmedabad
through Vande Bharat Ex-
press demonstrates our-
commitment to serving
society beyond conven-
tional passenger and
freight transportation. In
suchlife-saving missions,
every minute is crucial.
The excellent coordina-
tion among Indian Rail-
ways, RPF, Gujarat State
Police and the medical
teams ensured the suc-
cess of this mission. Con-
tributingtowards saving a
human life is not only our
responsibility but also our
highest duty towards ser-
viceand humanity."

The successful mission

further reinforces the ca-
pability of Vande Bharat
Express to support time-
critical operations
through its high-speed
connectivity, operational
reliability and punctuality.
It alsodemonstrates how
modern railway infra-
structure can play a cru-
cial role in strengthening
the country'semergency
healthcare ecosystem.

Indian Railways ex-
pressed its appreciation to
all stakeholders, including
the Railway Protection-
Force, Gujarat State Po-
lice, doctors, organ
transplant coordinators
and railway officials,
whosecoordinated efforts
made this challenging
mission a success.

This historic achieve-
ment reaffirms Indian
Railways' commitment to
providing safe, reliable
andefficient transporta-
tion services while ex-
tending its support to
life-saving humanitarian
initiatives andcontributing
to the nation's healthcare
system.

Indian Railways Successfully Transports India's First Live Donor Heart by Train; 
Vande BharatExpress Enables Life-saving Mission from Suratto Ahmedabad

MI News Service, Delhi, July 31,
2026 : The Union Cabinet chaired
by the Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has approved 'Samudra-
Manthan' – the National Offshore
Exploration Scheme, a Central
Sector Scheme of the Ministry of-
Petroleum & Natural Gas with an
approved outlay of Rs.84,084
crore for implementation up to
FY2030–31.

The Scheme translates the
Prime Minister's vision, articu-
lated from the Red Fort on Inde-
pendenceDay 2025, of a
modern-day

Samudra Manthan
to unlock India's vast offshore

energy potential. Itmarks a land-
mark step towards strengthening
India's energy security, acceler-
ating domesticexploration and
production, promoting technolog-
ical leadership, and advancing

the vision of ViksitBharat.
The Scheme encompasses a

comprehensive set of interven-
tions across the offshore explo-
ration valuechain. It provides for
large-scale acquisition, process-
ing and interpretation of high-
quality seismicdata, accelerated
deepwater and ultra-deepwater
exploratory drilling, scientific
drilling in frontierbasins, devel-
opment of common offshore pro-
duction and evacuation
infrastructure, and establish-
mentof an integrated Oil & Gas
Manufacturing and Services
Zone. It also includes dedicated
provisionsfor digital programme
management, capacity building,
technology adoption, stakeholder
engagementand international
outreach, creating an integrated
ecosystem to accelerate offshore
exploration andproduction in the

country.
Samudra Manthan is ex-

pected to catalyse reserve accre-
tion of over 600 Million Metric
Tons of OilEquivalentv(MMTOE),
substantially increase offshore
exploration activity, promote
higher domesticoil and gas pro-
duction, generate large-scale em-
ployment, strengthen indigenous
manufacturing under Make in
India and Atmanirbhar Bharat,
and foster a globally competitive
ecosystem for offshoretechnolo-
gies and services. The Scheme is
also expected to stimulate signif-
icant investments acrossthe ex-
ploration and production value
chain, creating long-term oppor-
tunities for industry, innovatio-
nand economic growth.

As India progresses towards
becoming a developed nation,
Samudra Manthan represents

atransformational national initia-
tive that will unlock the country's
offshore energy resources,
strengthen long-term energy se-
curity, deepen technological ca-
pabilities, and create enduring
value forthe economy and future
generations.

Over the past decade, the
Government has undertaken
transformative reforms across
the upstreamsector, including
opening almost the entire off-
shore acreage for exploration,
modernising thelegislative and
contractual framework, and
strengthening the National Data
Repository. Building onthese re-
forms, Samudra Manthan will
usher in a new era of accelerated
offshore exploration through-
strategic public investment, cut-
ting-edge technologies and
world-class infrastructure.

Cabinet approves 'Samudra Manthan' (National Offshore Exploration Scheme) with an outlay ofRs.84,084 crore

MI News Service, Kolkata, July 31, 2026 :
To clear the extra rush of passengers for
the festival of “Urs” of "Hajrat Pir syed Mo-
barak  Ali Gazi" on 03/04.08.2026, Eastern
Railway’s Sealdah Division has decided to
run one pair of additional EMU special
train between Sealdah & Ghutiari Shariff.

Sealdah – Ghutiari Shariff EMU special
will leave Sealdah at 23:40 hrs. to reach
Ghutiari Shariff at 00:35 hrs. in the night
of 03/04.08.2026 and Ghutiari Shariff –
Sealdah EMU special will leave Ghutiari
Shariff at 03:56 hrs. to reach Sealdah at
04:55 hrs. on 04.08.2026.

The EMU special will stop at all sta-
tions enroute in both directions.

MI News Service, Kolkata, July 31, 2026 :
To clear the extra rush of passengers
during Shravani Mela, Railway has de-
cided to run a MEMU special train be-
tween Madhupur & Gaya.

03654 Gaya – Madhupur special will
leave Gaya daily at 17:00 hrs. from
2.8.2026 to 16.8.2026 (15 trips) to reach
Madhupur at 02:20 hrs. on the next day
and 03653 Madhupur – Gaya special will
leave Madhupur daily at 02:50 hrs. from
3.8.2026 to 17.8.2026 (15 trips) to reach
Gaya at 12:00 hrs. on the same day. The
train will stop at Jasidih and Simultala
stations over Eastern Railway jurisdic-
tion in both directions enroute.

MI News Service, Delhi,
July 31, 2026 : The Union
Cabinet chaired by the
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi today approved the
'PradhanMantri Surya
Sarovar Yojana (PM-SSY)’,
a Scheme for the develop-
ment of Floating SolarPho-
tovoltaic (FSPV) Projects
with Energy Storage Sys-
tems (ESS) with a total
outlay of Rs.5,070crore.

The scheme envisages
the development of 5,000
MW of Floating Solar Pho-
tovoltaic projects with co-
located Energy Storage
Systems having a mini-
mum storage capacity of
two hours i.e.,10,000
MWh.The projects will be
sanctioned during FY
2026-27 to FY 2030-31,
with disbursement of fi-
nancialsupport continuing
up to FY 2032-33.

The approval follows
the recent assessment un-
dertaken by the National
Institute of Solar
Energy(NISE), which has
estimated a floating solar
potential of approximately
102.18 GWp acrossreser-

voirs and other suitable in-
land water bodies in the
country.

Under the scheme,
Central Financial Assis-
tance (CFA) of Rs. One
crore per MW will be pro-
vided foreligible Floating
Solar Photovoltaic projects
after successful commis-
sioning. In addition, CFA of
upto Rs.50 lakh per proj-
ect will be available for
undertaking feasibility
studies, including bathym-
etryand hydrography as-
sessments, environmental
studies, and other
preparatory activities re-
quired for de-risking the
project development.

All States and Union
Territories will benefit
through this scheme. The
scheme would enhance
thefloating Solar PV ca-
pacity in the country by
5,000 MW, which is
presently around 700 MW
only.These projects would
provide an opportunity to
gainfully utilize existing
reservoirs & industri-
alponds, and eliminate
competition for scarce

land resources. The inte-
gration of an energy stor-
agesystem will help
strengthen grid reliability.
The scheme would help in
the reduction of around
10million tonnes of CO₂

emissions annually. It
would help in the genera-
tion of approximately
16,000–17,000 full-time
equivalent employment
opportunities across the
project value chain. The
schemewould also pro-
mote domestic manufac-
turing of floatation
systems as well as the en-
tire value chain ofthe proj-
ects, like PV cells,
modules, energy storage
systems, etc., and support
the vision ofAatmanirbhar
Bharat.

The scheme will con-
tribute to renewable en-
ergy capacity addition,
support the achievement
ofnational energy and cli-
mate objectives, and facil-
itate optimal utilisation of
water resources whilead-
vancing the vision of Viksit
Bharat.

MI News Service,
Kolkata, July 31, 2026
: Reaffirming its com-
mitment to strengthen-
ing railway security,
Eastern Railway in-
ducted ten new Royal
Enfield motorcycles
and one security transport bus into the Railway Protection
Force (RPF) fleet during a flag-off ceremony held at Eastern
Railway Headquarters, Fairlie Place, Kolkata, today.

The vehicles were ceremonially flagged off by the Gen-
eral Manager, Eastern Railway, Milind K. Deouskar, mark-
ing a significant step towards enhancing the operational
capability, mobility, and quick response mechanism of the
RPF across the railway network.

The newly inducted motorcycles and security transport
bus will significantly improve the force's patrolling effi-
ciency, emergency response, crime prevention, and surveil-
lance capabilities. These additions will enable RPF
personnel to respond more swiftly and effectively to secu-
rity-related incidents while ensuring better protection of
railway passengers and railway property.

The ceremony was attended by the IG-cum-Principal Chief
Security Commissioner, Eastern Railway, A. N. Sinha, along
with the Principal Heads of Departments (PHODs), senior offi-
cers, and personnel of the Railway Protection Force.

The programme reflected Eastern Railway's contin-
ued focus on modernising its security infrastructure and
equipping the Railway Protection Force with enhanced
mobility and resources to provide a safer, more secure,
and passenger-friendly railway system.

In his comments, Shibram Majhi, Chief Public Relations Of-
ficer, Eastern Railway, stated, "The induction of these new ve-
hicles will further strengthen the operational preparedness of
the Railway Protection Force and enhance its ability to ensure
the safety and security of passengers and railway assets."

One Pair Of Additional EMU Special To Run Be-
tween Sealdah & Ghutiari Shariff For Urs Festival

Railways To Run Memu Special Train Between
Madhupur & Gaya During Shravani Mela

Cabinet approves 'Pradhan Mantri Surya Sarovar Yojana (PM-SSY)' for Development of Floating
Solar Photovoltaic Projects with Energy Storage Systems with a total outlay of Rs.5,070 crore

RPF Fleet Strengthened With New Vehicles In Eastern Railway

MI News Service, Howrah: Train services
disrupted at Howrah station. Train serv-
ices were disrupted on platforms 1 to 4 of
Howrah on Friday afternoon. According
to railway sources, there was a problem
with the overhead wires on the line just
before entering the platform in that part
of the station. Due to this, train services
were affected. Eastern Railway Chief
Public Relations Officer Shivram Majhi
said that repair work was carried out
quickly. The situation normalized after an
hour and a half.

Local train services partially disrupted in Howrah
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CWG 2026: Lifter Lovepreet Singh
settles for silver after missing
gold by just 1kg in men's +110kg 
GLASGOW : India's Lovepreet
Singh produced a valiant per-
formance but fell agonisingly
short of the gold medal,
claiming silver in the men's
+110kg weightlifting event at
the 2026 Commonwealth
Games on Thursday. 

Lovepreet finished with a
combined lift of 388kg, just
1kg behind New Zealand's
David Liti, who won gold with
389kg. England's Andrew
Griffiths completed the podi-
um with a total of 356kg.

The Indian lifter opened
strongly in the snatch, suc-
cessfully lifting 176kg to stay
in contention for the top spot.
In the clean and jerk, he
cleared 205kg and 212kg
before making a bold attempt
at 217kg in his final lift.
Although the final attempt
was unsuccessful, his total of
388kg was enough to secure
the silver medal.

David Liti, who had lifted
166kg in the snatch, pro-
duced a decisive 223kg clean
and jerk to edge ahead of
Lovepreet by the narrowest

possible margin and clinch
the Commonwealth title.

Despite the heartbreak
of missing gold by just one
kilogram, Lovepreet's per-
formance added another
medal to India's tally in
Glasgow and highlighted his
consistency on the biggest
stage. His silver medal was
the result of a composed
display under pressure,

with the Indian heavyweight
pushing the eventual cham-
pion until the very end.

The medal further
strengthened India's
impressive campaign in
weightlifting at the
Commonwealth Games,
where the country's lifters
have once again emerged
among the leading perform-
ers. Born on September 6,

1997, in Bal Sachandar vil-
lage, Amritsar, Punjab,
Lovepreet Singh comes
from a humble family.
Inspired by local
weightlifters, he began
weightlifting in 2010 at the
age of 13 under the guid-
ance of local coaches.
Despite financial hardships,
his determination and disci-
plined training helped him
progress steadily through
the junior and senior ranks.
Lovepreet represented
Punjab in national competi-
tions before joining the Sports
Authority of India (SAI)
National Camp at NS NIS
Patiala in 2017. He initially
competed in the 105 kg cate-
gory, winning medals at the
Junior Commonwealth and
Asian Junior Championships.
After the introduction of new
IWF weight categories, he
moved to the 109 kg category,
where he won bronze at the
2022 Commonwealth Games
and gold at the 2022
Commonwealth Weightlifting
Championships. 

NEW DELHI : Hockey India
president Dilip Tirkey on
Friday wrote emails to senior
office-bearers and Executive
Board members, questioning
the decision to change the
national team's traditional
blue jersey to saffron for the
upcoming FIH Hockey World
Cup and stated it has been
implemented "without being
placed before the Executive
Board for discussion and
without my prior knowledge." 

In an email addressed to
the Hockey India Executive
Board, a screenshot of which
is taking rounds on social
media, Tirkey wrote, "I wish
to bring to your attention the
recent change in the colour of
the Indian national team's
jersey. This decision appears
to have been taken and
implemented without being
placed before the Executive
Board for discussion and
without my prior knowledge."

Tirkey stated that his
objection was not to the new
saffron colour but to the way
in which the decision was
made. "My concern is not
with the choice of saffron
itself. However, a decision of
this significance, involving the
identity and representation of
our national team, should
ideally have been discussed
with the elected leadership

and the Executive Board
before implementation," he
wrote. The emails also indi-
cated that the controversy
around the decision and also
referred to the political
debate triggered by the move.
Tirkey said, "The matter has
since attracted considerable
media attention and, unfortu-
nately, political interpretation
in certain quarters. With the
World Cup approaching, I
have publicly clarified that
the change was purely a
sporting decision so that the
focus remains on the team
and its preparations."

Former Odisha Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik, who
has been instrumental in
making Odisha the sponsor of
Indian hockey, also criticised
the change in the team's jer-
sey colour to saffron, alleging
that it was an attempt to

politicise a national sporting
symbol. Tirkey further
revealed that the Odisha gov-
ernment had sought an
explanation over the issue. "I
have also been asked by the
Government of Odisha to pro-
vide clarification regarding
this matter. I therefore
request the concerned
Hockey India officials to pro-
vide me with a written clarifi-
cation at the earliest, outlin-
ing the basis for the decision,
the process followed, and the
circumstances under which
the change was approved and
implemented. This will
enable me to respond appro-
priately and accurately," the
email read. He concluded by
stating that, "More impor-
tantly, this matter highlights
the need to ensure that signif-
icant decisions concerning
the national team are brought

before the elected leadership
and Executive Board for due
consultation and collective
consideration. I raise this not
to attribute blame, but to
ensure transparency,
accountability, and adher-
ence to our established deci-
sion-making processes going
forward."

In a separate mail, Hockey
India Executive Director
Commander Srivastava,
Tirkey directed that a
detailed note on the jersey
change be circulated to all
Executive Board members by
5 pm on July 31.

The communication read,
"The background and ration-
ale for changing the tradition-
al color of the Indian national
team jersey. The authority
under which the decision was
taken. "The process followed
in arriving at the decision
including the officers, com-
mittees or other persons
involved." "Whether any con-
sultation was undertaken
with the President, the
Executive Board, current
players, coaches, former
international players or other
relevant stakeholders." "And
the reasons why neither the
President no the Executive
Board was informed or con-
sulted prior to the public
announcement."

Hockey India chief Dilip Tirkey says Executive Board
not consulted regarding the jersey colour change

A mother and
PhD scholar:
Meet CWG
bronze medal-
list discus
thrower Seema
Kaliramna 
NEW DELHI : Seema
Kaliramna, a daughter of a
former basketball player and
javelin thrower in the Indian
Army, won the bronze medal
in women's discus throw at
the Commonwealth Games
2026 in Glasgow on
Thursday, taking India's tally
in athletics up to four.

The 27-year-old athlete
had only two valid throws in
six rounds as she repeatedly
had the disc entangled in the
side netting. The podium
marked the first major inter-
national medal for Seema,
who is also a PhD aspirant
and a mother of a four-year-
old boy Rudra.

Motherhood, in fact, has
coincided with Seema's
growth into a top athlete.
Before her son Rudra was
born in 2022, her personal
best was 48.08m. She
returned to competitive dis-
cus throw after 11 months
break in 2024 and improved
it to 57.19m before hitting
59.73m at the Indian
Championships in
Bhubaneshwar earlier this
year. 

Seema, who is coached by
her husband Ravinder
Kaliramna, who is one of
India's leading discus throw
athletes and had won gold
medals in the discus throw at
the Indian U-18 and U-20
championships, is pursuing a
Ph.D. in Physical Education
at Chaudhary Bansi Lal
University (CBLU), Bhiwani,
alongside her sporting
career. 

Her athletic career faced
a major setback when a seri-
ous knee injury sidelined her
for more than three years.
Through extensive rehabili-
tation and perseverance,
Seema made a successful
return to competition and re-
established herself among
the country's top discus
throwers.  She won the gold
medal at the 2025 National
Games and later claimed the
national title. Her comeback
was highlighted by winning
the gold medal at the 2026
South Asian Athletics
Championships and deliver-
ing a series of strong per-
formances on the national
circuit. 

FIH WC: Mandeep, Abhishek and Lakra high-
light importance of consistency and chemistry

New Delhi : As the Indian
men's hockey team gears up
for the FIH Hockey World Cup
2026, forwards Mandeep
Singh, Abhishek and
Shilanand Lakra have under-
lined the importance of chem-
istry, consistency, teamwork
and meticulous preparation
as they look to spearhead
India's campaign at the mar-
quee event.

The FIH Hockey World
Cup, to be jointly hosted by
Belgium and the Netherlands
from August 15 to 30, will see
India begin their campaign in
Pool D against Wales on
August 15 before taking on
England and arch-rivals
Pakistan. 

Veteran striker Mandeep
Singh, who is set to feature in
his fourth World Cup, said he
has now taken on the respon-
sibility of mentoring the
younger forwards after learn-
ing from senior players earli-
er in his career.

"When I was younger, I
used to ask a lot of questions
to the senior players. I learnt
a great deal from them, and
now I try to pass on those
experiences to the younger
forwards. We talk about han-
dling pressure, staying calm
and making the right deci-

sions in big matches," he said.
Highlighting the team's

preparation, Mandeep added,
"Our sessions as forwards are
very specific. We spend a lot
of time working inside the last
nine yards, focusing on creat-
ing the right connections and
making sure every attack has
an outcome. We've also
worked extensively on receiv-
ing the final pass and con-
verting our chances."

"A good striker is never
just focused on scoring goals.
Hockey is a team game, and
the better your understand-

ing and connection with your
teammates, the more effec-
tive you'll be. Every time we
enter the circle, our aim is to
create an outcome, whether
that's a goal, a shot on target
or winning a penalty corner,"
he explained. Shilanand
Lakra, who is preparing for
his maiden FIH World Cup
appearance, credited the sen-
ior players, especially
Mandeep, for helping him
adapt to the demands of
international hockey.
"Whenever I make a mistake,
the senior players tell me

where I can improve.
Mandeep always motivates
me and guides me. Those
conversations help me keep
learning and focus on getting
better," said Lakra. The 27-
year-old also emphasised that
the role of a modern-day for-
ward extends beyond scoring
goals. "My focus is always on
what I can do best for the
team. Whether it's creating
opportunities, scoring goals
or making tackles, I try to
contribute in every way I can.
As a forward, it's not just
about scoring anymore. We

are the first line of defence,
and if we defend well, we
make life easier for our
defenders and midfielders,"
he said. Abhishek, one of
India's most consistent
goalscorers in recent years,
said sustained success begins
with hard work away from
the ball. "For a striker, consis-
tency starts without the ball.
Off-the-ball movement and
pressing are extremely
important because the striker
is the first line of defence.
Once we win possession, the
next step is building a con-
nection with the other for-
wards, and then comes finish-
ing the move, whether that's
scoring a goal, getting a shot
on target or winning a penal-
ty corner."

He also stressed the
importance of mental prepa-
ration in high-pressure situa-
tions. "Composure inside the
circle comes from training.
Without putting in the hard
work during practice, you
can't expect to make the right
decisions in those situations.
We also work on the mental
side through meditation and
experience. The more you
play, the calmer you become
when those opportunities
come your way," he stated.

Swapna Barman, India's first hep-
tathlete to win Asiad gold medal,
retires from athletics
NEW DELHI : Swapna Barman, India's first heptathlete to win
a gold medal at the Asian Games, announced her retirement
from athletics on Friday, citing the run of injuries. 

The 29-year-old Arjuna awardee won the historic gold at
the Jakarta 2018 Asian Games. Competing with a jaw injury,
she became the first Indian to win an Asian Games heptathlon
gold. "This is one of the most difficult decisions of my life.
Athletics has been more than just a sport for me-it has been my
identity, my passion, my dream, and a journey filled with
countless sacrifices, struggles, tears, and unforgettable memo-
ries," she wrote in an lengthy Instagram post.

"Over the years, I have faced many injuries, including a
slipped disc and knee injuries. I tried to fight through the pain
and keep going, but now my body is no longer supporting me
the way it once did," Barman noted in her retirement message. 

Injuries and setbacks followed in the years after, but
Barman kept fighting back and secured silver medals at the
2019 and 2023 Asian Championships. She also bagged a pen-
tathlon silver at the 2023 Asian Indoor Championships.

Swapna Barman narrowly missed out on a podium at the
Hangzhou 2023 Asian Games, finishing fourth - just four points
short of compatriot Nandini Agasara, who claimed bronze.

"This is one of the most difficult decisions of my life.
Athletics has been more than just a sport for me - it has been
my identity, my passion, my dream.

"Walking away from something you have loved your entire
life is never easy. My heart still wants to compete, to jump, and
to chase my dreams, but I have to accept that this chapter of
my life has come to an end. I am forever grateful to everyone
who stood by me throughout this incredible journey," she
wrote.

Swapna Barman first announced herself as a force in
Indian athletics in 2017 when she claimed the heptathlon gold
at the Asian Athletics Championships in Bhubaneshwar.

Her last competitive outing was at the 2025 National Open
Athletics Championships in Bengaluru, where she secured
third place.

"I leave athletics with a heart full of gratitude and memo-
ries that I will cherish forever. Being an Asian Games gold
medallist and an Arjuna Awardee is an honour that I will
always carry with immense pride," Swapana signed off.

AFC stands with UEFA, CONCACAF
against FIFA's commercial plan
KUALA LUMPUR : The Asian
Football Confederation (AFC)
on Friday threw its weight
behind the Union of European
Football Associations (UEFA)
and Confederation of North,
Central America and
Caribbean Association
Football ( CONCACAF) in
opposing FIFA's controversial
FIFA Forward Enterprise
(FFE) proposal, warning that
the plan lacks the broad con-
sensus needed to move for-
ward and calling for an
urgent review of FIFA's gov-
ernance and decision-making
processes. 

In a strongly worded
statement, the AFC said it had
observed 'with deep concern'
the developments surround-
ing the proposed commercial
restructuring and the divi-
sions that have emerged
across world football.

"The AFC stands in soli-
darity with UEFA and CON-
CACAF in expressing serious
concerns over FIFA's propos-
al to introduce private invest-
ment into FIFA's flagship
competitions and the deci-
sion-making process around
FFE," the continental govern-
ing body said in an official

statement. The AFC added
that the fact that discussions
of a potential FIFA World Cup
boycott had entered the pub-
lic domain reflected the seri-
ousness of the situation.

"The fact that the situation
has reached the point where
the real possibility of a FIFA
World Cup boycott has
entered public discourse
should concern everyone who
cares about the future of our
game. Football should never
have been placed in such a
position," the statement read.

The latest statement
marks a significant escalation
in the growing opposition to
FIFA's proposal, which seeks
to establish FIFA Forward
Enterprise, a commercial
subsidiary that would man-
age the governing body's
commercial rights, including
broadcasting, sponsorship,
ticketing and licensing, while
raising up to 4.2 billion US
dollars through the sale of
minority stakes to private
investors. FIFA has argued
that the plan would allow it to

substantially increase devel-
opment funding for its 211
member associations while
retaining complete control
over football governance and
competitions. However, the
AFC said that, in light of the
clear opposition from UEFA
and CONCACAF and the
unprecedented divisions
across global football, it did
not believe the proposal could
realistically secure the broad
support required to proceed.

"The FIFA World Cup is
the pinnacle of global football

and derives its strength from
the participation of all
Confederations and the
world's leading football
nations. Any proposal that
risks undermining the unity
and universal character of
the competition must be
reconsidered," it said.

The AFC stressed that the
controversy extended beyond
the FFE proposal itself and
had exposed deeper short-
comings in FIFA's governance
structure. It said the central
concerns surrounding gover-
nance, institutional process
and meaningful consultation
remained unresolved despite
FIFA's recent clarification of
the proposal. The Asian gov-
erning body also urged FIFA
to undertake an urgent
review of its governance and
decision-making framework
to ensure that future propos-
als of global significance are
built on transparency, mean-
ingful consultation and
appropriate oversight. The
statement comes a day after
UEFA and its 55 member
associations announced they
would not participate in FIFA
competitions while the pro-
posal remained in place.

Indian men sign off with bronze from
World Squash Junior team competition
ONTARIO : Indian men registered a second successive bronze
medal finish at the World Squash Junior Team Championships
after losing 0-2 to the United States in the semifinals, a day
after the women's team went down to their American counter-
parts in the quarterfinals.

Gurveer Singh was edged by Brendan Tagliarini 7-11, 12-
10, 9-11, 7-11 in a close opening match, while No. 1 string
Aryaveer Dewan lost to Yaseen Shalaby 5-11, 7-11, 5-11. This
is the first time an Indian team has won back-to-back medals
at the world junior team competition.

The opening match saw Tagliarini, who was celebrating his
17th birthday, battle back from 2-1 down against Gurveer to
give the USA the early lead, winning 11-7, 9-11, 6-11, 11-7, 11-
3.With momentum firmly in the USA's favour, No.1 string
Shalaby made a fast start in the second match, sealing both the
tie and a place in the final with a 3-0 victory over Aryaveer.

"I fought as hard as I could and he pushed me to play my
best. I just kept telling myself that I could do it and my coach
'Nicky T' (Nick Taylor) helped push me through it! It feels
amazing to clutch it for the team!" said Tagliarini after the
match.

And with Shalaby sealing the tie for the USA, he said, "It's
amazing, India's a tough opponent and they upset England yes-
terday and they have what it takes to show why they're one of
the best. "I just want to say I'm so happy to have this victory
with my teammates and friends, as it wouldn't be possible
without them, we all support each other and are a really good
team."


