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Suvendu Adhikari, other 
ministers clean Ganga ghat as 
part of Swachh Bharat Abhiyan

Finance minister Swapan Dasgupta calls 
on Nirmala Sitharaman before Budget

‘None will be spared for attempting 
to storm Falta police station to free 
Jahangir Khan’ : Suvendu Adhikari

PM Modi rebuilt India as 'bastion of 
security' in 12 years: Amit Shah

15 lakh vehicles enter 
Shimla as tourists rush 

to hill resorts during 
summer holidays

MI News Service, Shimla:  An 
unbelievable figure of about 1.5 
million vehicles entered Shimla be-
tween May 1 and June 15, with po-
lice adopting a five-point strategy 
to tackle the summer tourist-rush.

With schools closing for summer 
holidays, tourists are making a 
beeline for destinations across Hi-
machal Pradesh to get escape from 
the blistering heat in the plains on 
Noth India.

Burt this  uninterrupted  heavy 
tourist influx for the past one 
month  has sparked frequent traffic 
jams along the highways and link-
roads causing immense trouble for 
the local residents as well to the 
visitors .

According to hoteliers, aver-
age occupancy at almost  tourist 
accommodation across Himachal 
Pradesh,  specially at the higher 
regions which are still now blan-
keted by ice,  stood at over 85 to 90 
per cent during weekdays, rising to 
even 100 per cent on the weekend.

Among them is Lakarmandi 
which  is a high-altitude mountain 
pass and key intersection in the 
Chamba district.

The route passing through the 
scenic region goes from Dalhousie 
to Khajjar — widely known as the 
“mini-Switzerland of India”. In the 
absence of traffic, it takes about a 
hour to complete the journey, but 
now it takes about 10 to 12 hours 
on an average to cross this  area 
because of the massive traffic 
snarls .

People caught in the jam for 
hours questioned the administra-
tion’s rationale behind collecting 
various fees from tourists when 
even efficient traffic management 
can not be ensured in return.

Angry tourists from Bihar and 
Banaras said they were stuck in 
a jam for almost a day,but the 
authorities were “missing” and 
despite the huge influx of crowds 
every tourist season, there appears 
to be “no concrete plan for traffic 
management”.

“We have spent so much money 
on this trip, but there are no toilets 
or water available and now, police 
have been deployed to regulate 
traffic,” Vasundhra, a tourist from 
Bihar, said.

Locals pointed out that the vol-
ume of vehicles on the Dalhou-
sie-Khajjiar route rises steadily 
during the tourist season for  sev-
eral years now ; yet, parking and 
traffic management facilities have 
not expanded proportionately. This 
is why prolonged traffic jams have 
become a common occurrence ev-
ery season, they said.

Tourists and locals urged the ad-
ministration to devise a long-term 
solutions — such as deploying addi-
tional police forces, implementing 
a better traffic plan and improving 
parking arrangements — to ensure 
smooth flow of vehicles.

The picturesque journey from 
Dharamshala to Upper Dharam-
shala (McLeod Ganj) in the Kangra 
district, once a pleasant 15-minute 
drive through the hills, was also 
fraught with jams of all sorts of 
vehicles over the weekend causing 
wide spread dischantment among 
the visitors  .

The worsening gridlock has 
created alarming situations for 
emergency services. Ambulances 
transporting critically ill patients 
often find themselves trapped in 
bumper-to-bumper traffic, while 
government officials, school buses 
or vehicles and daily commuters 
face significant delays.

Locals said frustration among 
motorists due to such unbearable 
situation frequently leads to heated 
arguments and, at times, physical 
altercations on congested roads.

“Unless the number of vehicles 
entering Upper Dharamshala is 
regulated, the situation will only 
worsen. Visitors are avoiding the 
area because of the congestion, 
and local businesses are suffering,” 
Nilofer, a shopkeeper in McLeod 
Ganj, said.

Similarly, local transporter Abhay 
Dev said, “Many tourists are now 
reluctant to book trips to McLeod 
Ganj because they know they may 
spend hours stuck in traffic. This is 
directly affecting our livelihoods.” 
Dharamshala and McLeod Ganj 
attract thousands of domestic and 
international visitors every year, in-
cluding pilgrims, spiritual seekers, 
trekkers, and tourists drawn by the 
presence of Tibetan spiritual leader 
Dalai Lama and the scenic beauty of 
the Dhauladhar mountains.

MI News Service, Falta:  Giv-
ing a stern message, West Bengal 
Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari 
on Wednesday said stringent ac-
tion would be taken against those 
involved in the alleged attempt to 
storm the Falta Police Station in 
South 24 Parganas district and 
free jailed TMC leader Jahangir 
Khan on Tuesday.

Addressing a 'Janakalyan Shi-
vir', a state government's out-
reach programme, here in Falta, 
on the southern outskirts of the 
city, the Chief minister  said all 
those seen in the purported vid-
eos of the attack on police per-
sonnel and paramilitary forces 
would not be spared under any 
circumstances..

“I was in Kurseong on Tues-
day. I saw on television that some 
people, under the leadership of 
the mafia’s wife, tried to attack 
police personnel and paramili-
tary forces. The rule of law has 
been established in Falta. No 
matter how big a mafia is, the 
BJP government will teach them 
a lesson,” he said.

On Tuesday, a group of people 
had staged a protest in Falta, 
demanding the release of Khan. 
The demonstration was allegedly 
led by his wife, and the police and 
paramilitary forces dispersed the 
crowd.

Videos purportedly showing 
protesters fleeing and jumping 
into nearby water bodies after 
being chased by the police went 
viral on social media.

“Those seen in the videos 
would not be spared. I am in-
structing the Superintendent of 
police from this stage to book 
those involved in anti-state ac-
tivities under the relevant pro-
visions of the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita. They must be punished 
in such a way that no one can 
dare to attack police, government 
employees or paramilitary forces 
again,” Suvendu Adhikari said.

Khan, who called himself 
‘Pushpa’ — inspired by the Allu 
Arjun-starrer Telugu blockbust-
er, was arrested near the In-
dia-Nepal border in north Bengal 
on June 8 after he was booked 
under various charges, including 
extortion.

“Not only jail, but the prop-
erties of those who have carried 
out the attack will be confiscat-
ed and put up for auction. Our 
double-engine government will 
ensure this. Establishing the rule 
of law is our objective,” the Chief 
minister said.

He also asserted that his gov-
ernment would not tolerate any 

form of lawlessness and urged 
people to refrain from taking the 
law into their own hands.

Incidentally, eight people have 
so far been arrested in connec-
tion with the incident, and the 
police named Khan's wife as the 
alleged mastermind behind the 
attack and allegedly attempting 
to storm the local police station 
to free jailed TMC leader Jahan-
gir Khan .

Acting on specific intelligence 
inputs, security personnel were 
deployed in advance to prevent 
any attempt to attack the police 
station during a protest over 
Khan’s arrest on Tuesday,  said a 
senior police officer .

“We had received information 
that a section of  local residents 
and followers of Jahangir was 
planning to storm the police sta-
tion during the demonstration 
and forcibly free the accused. 
Adequate security arrangements 
had been made in advance, and 
prompt action by police and cen-
tral forces foiled the attempt,” he 
added.

Supporters of Khan, who re-
mains in judicial custody, gath-
ered in large numbers in Fal-
ta’s Shatol Kolsa area and held 
demonstrations before marching 
towards the police station.

Investigators alleged that the 
protesters were attempting to 
secure Khan’s release by force 
and create unrest in the area. 
Tensions escalated as the crowd 
advanced from outside Khan’s 
residence towards the police sta-
tion, about one KM away .

Police claimed that Khan’s 
wife had been mobilising sup-
porters since Monday. An FIR has 
been registered against her in 
connection with the incident.

According to investigators, 
several complaints against 
Khan’s wife have emerged during 
the probe.

The officer indicated that fur-
ther legal action, including her 
possible arrest, could follow de-
pending on the outcome of the 
investigation.

Videos purportedly showing 
protesters fleeing and jumping 
into nearby water bodies while 
being chased by police have gone 
viral on social media.

Since Khan’s arrest, police 
have carried out a series of oper-
ations in Falta aimed at disman-
tling his alleged criminal network 
and restoring law and order in 
the region.

Police said the investigation is 
ongoing and further arrests may 
follow.

MI News Service, New Delhi:   
Hailing the 12 years of Narendta 
Modi government, Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah on Wednes-
day said the country has been 
rebuilt as a “bastion of security” 
that shields its citizens and re-
sponds firmly to threats during 
this period.

In a post on X, Shah said that 
under the Modi government's 
leadership, India has set exam-
ples of its resolute commitment 
to national security for the world 
to admire.

"In the 12 years of the Modi 
government, our nation has been 
rebuilt as a bastion of security 
that shields the citizens and un-
leashes destruction upon its ene-
mies,” Shah said.

“Whether it is responding to 
enemies across the border with 
the firepower of surgical strikes, 
air strikes and Operation Sin-
door; abrogating Article 370; 
eradicating Naxalism; or fortify-
ing internal security with over 12 
accords in the Northeast, India 
has set examples of its resolute 
commitment to national security 
for the world to admire.”, Shah 
said .

He said India’s pride, remov-

ing a ‘mentality of servitude’ 
and ushering in a cultural re-
naissance. Comparing PM Modi’s 
tenure with that of  Jawharlal 
Nehru, highlighting political sta-
bility, robust defence policies and 
democratic endorsement. Shah 
underscored achievements such 
as the new Parliament building, 
three new criminal laws, and 
the National Education Policy 
enabling technical education in 
Indian languages. 

In these 12 years, on one hand, 
the country’s borders were se-
cured, Article 370 was abrogated 
from Kashmir, the Ram Temple 
was built, Naxalism was eradi-
cated, and terrorism was reined 
in with a befitting response to ev-
ery terror incident; on the other 
hand, the collective strength of 
the nation learned to take pride 
in its heritage, culture, and capa-
bilities by emerging from feelings 
of inferiority, he said .

Analysts note PM Modi’s gov-
ernance blends economic and 
developmental policies with civil-
isational themes, exemplified by 
initiatives like ‘Vikas bhi, Virasat 
bhi’. Symbolic acts such as re-
naming public spaces, promoting 
mother-tongue education, and 
commemorating historical events 
reflect his emphasis on heritage 
alongside modernisation. Inter-
national Yoga Day, Atmanirbhar 
Bharat, and Vocal for Local cam-
paigns illustrate the integration 
of cultural pride with operational  
efficiency.

Political leaders across parties 
hailed PM  Modi’s record tenure 
as a testament to public trust and 

MI News Service,  Kolkata:  As part 
of the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (Clean 
India Mission), West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Suvendu Adhikari and several  
other members of the state cabinet , 
cleaned the wharf (ghat) of the River 
Ganga at Bagbazar in north  Kolkata 
on Wednesday morning .

Since the formation of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party-led state government, the 
new cabinet, especially Chief minister 
Suvendu  Adhikari, has taken steps to 
make the various wharfs of the Ganga 
River pollution-free.

On Wednesday morning, the Chief 
Minister, accompanied by the state mu-
nicipal affairs and urban development 

minister Agnimitra Paul and the state 
commerce and industries minister 
Tapas Roy, reached the Ganga wharf at 
Bagbazar in North Kolkata at around 
7 A.M..

Upon reaching Bagbazar Wharf, the 
Chief Minister first planted a tree. Af-
ter that, he garlanded the idols in the 
temple there and performed puja.

After that, Agnimitra Paul and 
Tapas Roy joined him in cleaning the 
Ganga wharf there with brooms in 
hand. The Chief Minister said that such 
cleaning of different Ganga wharfs in 
the state will continue throughout the 
year to keep the river and wharfs free 
from garbage and pollution, the official 

launch of which was made on Wednes-
day.

Incidentally, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi will be in Kolkata on June 21 
to participate  in a government  pro-
gramme  to mark the International 
Yoga Day. The Prime Minister himself 
will take part in the main programme 
to perform Yoga  at the  Red Road in 
central Kolkata.

“Our main aim is to give the Prime 
Minister a beautiful and clean Bengal,” 
said Suvendu Adhikari.

The Union government has a proj-
ect christened “Namami Gange” to 
keep the river Ganga clean, a project 
in which PM Modi himself has partic-

ipated. Accordingly, Chief minister Su-
vendu  Adhikari followed the footsteps 
of the Prime Minister by  cleaning the 
Ganga wharf with a broom, himself .

Earlier this month, Suvendu 
Adhikari also announced that the state 
government will complete the beauti-
fication and renovation of six wharfs 
along the Hooghly River in Kolkata and 
Howrah before Durga Puja in October.

The state cabinet under the Chief 
minister’s leadership had already 
launched an extensive restoration ini-
tiative for Kolkata’s traditional Ganga 
wharfs, with a focus on infrastructure 
upgrades, improved amenities and riv-
erfront beautification.

MI News Service, New Delhi  /  
Kolkata:  West Bengal Finance Minis-
ter Swapan Dasgupta met with Union 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
and NITI Aayog Chairman Dr. Ashok 
Lahiri in New Delhi on Wednesday to 
discuss certain financial issues pri-
or to the presentation of his maiden 
budget  under the newly elected BJP 
government in the state on June 22 .

The  state Finance minister’s unex-
pected trip to the National caputal just 
days before he is scheduled to table 
the state's inaugural budget has also 
sparked statewide anticipation of sig-
nificant financial announcements and 
"surprises".

Dasgupta recently took charge of 
the state's finances with an initial 
strategy centered around plugging 
revenue leakages, recovering out-
standing debts, and improving over-
all tax collection without placing new 
burdens on citizens.

While official transcripts of the ex-
act financial requests or allocations 
were kept confidential, images and 
announcements of the Dr Swapan 
Dasgupta and Nirmala Sitharaman’s 
interaction were heavily circulated by 
both the Union Minister’s office and 
the local  media..

The inaugural budget session of the 
BJP government here  is set to com-
mence in Kolkata on Thursday, with 
the full budget presentation slated for 
next week on June 22.

While details of the discussions 
were not disclosed, the interaction 
comes amid ongoing engagements 
between the Centre and states on fi-
nancial, developmental and policy 
matters.

Swapan Dasgupta recently assumed 
charge as West Bengal's Finance Min-
ister and has been involved in discus-
sions related to the state's fiscal prior-
ities and economic agenda.

“It was lovely to meet the finance 
minister of WB and an old friend @
dr.swapandasguptabjp at his res-
idence. Had a lovely conversation 
with Swapan da and Reshmi di on the 
arts, crafts and culture of West Ben-
gal. There is much to do for the new 

government.”, says an official Finance 
minitry post

The Bengal economy, it appears, 
needs some heavy lifting. The new 
Finance Minister has a plan.The im-
mediate priority, says the first-time 
Minister, is to find ways to generate 

revenue without placing any addition-
al tax burden on ordinary people. Ac-
cording to him, the central challenge 
is to bring fresh revenue into the state 
economy and provide the financial ox-
ygen needed to revive economic activ-
ity while ensuring that citizens are not 
forced to bear the cost through higher 
taxation.

Dasgupta believes that the state 
must be pulled out of its prolonged 
economic difficulties through a com-
bination of financial discipline, invest-
ment, and institutional support.

To explain his vision, he referred to 
the famous Marshall Plan that helped 
rebuild Europe after the Second World 
War.

Following the war, the economies 
of West Germany and several other 
European nations had collapsed. In 
response, the United States launched 
a large-scale economic assistance pro-
gramme under the leadership of then 
US Secretary of State George C Mar-
shall. Through this initiative, financial 
aid, loans, technical assistance, and 
development support were extended 
to war-ravaged countries.

West Germany, in particular, used 
that assistance effectively and went on 
to achieve one of the most remarkable 
economic recoveries in modern history. 
Industrial production expanded, trade 
and commerce revived, employment 
opportunities increased significantly, 
and the country emerged as one of the 
strongest economies in Europe.

Drawing a parallel, Dasgupta ar-
gues that Bengal also requires a sim-
ilar coordinated effort for economic 
revival. According to him, support 
from the Centre, access to funds from 
various financial institutions, and the 
proper implementation of central 
development schemes can together 
create what may be described as an 
internal "Marshall Plan" for the state.

West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari with State Ministers Agnimitra Paul, Purnima Chakraborty at Mayer Ghat for cleanliness drive during the  
"Swachhata Se Swagat campaign in Kolkata on Wednesday.� PIC : Prabir Bhattacharya

West Bengal Finance Minister Dr. Swapan Dasgupta met Union Finance  
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in New Delhi as part of a crucial consultation 
ahead of the state’s upcoming Assembly budget session, focusing on fiscal 
support, economic revival roadmaps, and pending central dues. The meeting 
was held in New Delhi on Wednesday.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
Union Home Minister Amit Shah
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Former India cricket captain and Cricket Association of Bengal (CAB) President Sourav
Ganguly met West Bengal Youth Services and Sports Minister Dr. Indranil Khan as part of
a courtesy visit aimed at strengthening sports development initiatives in the state. The
meeting was held at the minister’s office in Kolkata on Wednesday.

MI News Service, Kolkata :
Little Thespian’s latest offer-
ing, Patthar – Uma Jhunjhun-
wala’s Hindi translation of
Ismail Choonara’s The Stone –
is not easy to shake off. It was
staged on 12th June 2026 at
6:30pm at Anuchintan Art
Centre. For the next 40 min-
utes, the audience sits in the
same claustrophobia as the
two characters on stage, and
walks out questioning the in-
visible walls we build around
ourselves. That is the mark of
theatre that works. Patthar
strips life down to two people:
a husband and wife. Their or-
dinary domesticity is shat-
tered by the sudden
appearance of an “unseen
stone” blocking their door.
What begins as a physical ob-
stacle mutates into psycholog-
ical terror. The stone grows in
meaning – fear, inertia, socie-
tal pressure, depression –
until leaving home feels im-
possible. Director Dr. Gaurav
Das resists the urge to over-
explain. He lets the metaphor
breathe. The result is a play
that feels both absurd and
painfully real. The stage be-
comes a trap and you feel the
shrinking of their world. Gun-
jan Azhar and Md. Asif Ansari
carry the weight of the play

with remarkable control.
There is no melodrama. Gun-
jan’s wife moves from irrita-
tion to panic to resigned
numbness in tiny increments.
Asif’s husband swings be-
tween false bravado and help-
lessness. Their silences are as
articulate as their words. To-
gether, they make the central
relationship feel lived-in. Light
design by Rahul Sardar and
music by Biplab Naskar
brought out the mood of the
play so was the choreography
by Samar Mridha and Nayan
Sadak. Patthar is a poignant
reflection on how fear, once
allowed in, can become archi-
tecture. It asks: Are we stuck
because of real barriers, or
because we’ve convinced our-
selves escape is futile? In a
post-pandemic world where

many still feel “trapped” in
jobs, homes, or anxiety, the
play feels unnervingly timely.
Play Patthar was followed by
Santoshpur Anuchintan’s
presentation Ve Aankhen - A
dramatic presentation based
on the poem by Sumitranan-
dan Pant. If Patthar turns in-
ward, Ve Aankhen
dramatized and directed by
Gaurav, forces us to look out-
ward. This theatrical adapta-
tion takes Pant’s poem and
builds a portrait of a farmer –
his endless labor, his bond
with the land, and the ex-
ploitation and uncertainty
that define his life despite
being “the backbone of soci-
ety.” Dr. Gaurav Das’s own
soulful voice, used as back-
ground melody, adds a haunt-
ing, folk-like layer. 

‘Patthar’: A Stone at the Door, A Society That Refuses to See Its Own Walls

MI News Service, Kharag-
pur : A significant politi-
cal development has
emerged in West Me-
dinipur district, as former
Kharagpur Sadar MLA
and Trinamool Congress
leader Pradip Sarkar has
resigned from the party,
severing all ties with the
ruling political organiza-
tion. His decision has
sparked intense discus-
sion in the district’s politi-
cal circles. According to
sources, Pradip Sarkar
sent a letter to Trinamool
Congress State President
Chandrima Bhattacharya,
seeking relief from his
party responsibilities.
While he initially cited
personal reasons in his
resignation, he later
openly stated that faction-
alism and neglect within
the party were the pri-
mary reasons behind his
decision.Sarkar alleged
that he had been a victim
of internal groupism
within the party for a long
time. He claimed that de-
spite repeatedly bringing
the issue to the attention
of the party leadership,
neither was a fair investi-
gation conducted nor
were any effective steps
taken against leaders
whom he believes were
weakening the party from
within. As a result, he
said, he increasingly felt
sidelined and ignored. He
clarified that he would
continue serving the pub-
lic and would carry on his
responsibilities as the
councillor of Ward No. 6
of Kharagpur Municipal-
ity. However, he has re-
signed from all positions
in the Trinamool Congress
and has formally ended
his association with the
party. Notably, in the 2026
West Bengal Assembly

elections, Pradip Sarkar
contested from the
Kharagpur Sadar Assem-
bly constituency as a Tri-
namool Congress
candidate but was de-
feated by BJP candidate
Dilip Ghosh.Prior to this,
Sarkar had also served as
the Chairman of Kharag-
pur Municipality and has
long been regarded as an
influential figure in the
district’s political land-
scape. His departure from
the party is being viewed
as politically significant,
especially after he was
earlier removed from the
post of District General
Secretary of the state Tri-
namool Congress.Political
analysts believe that his
decision could impact
local political dynamics in
Kharagpur and influence
future electoral equations
in the region. The state-
ment attracting the most
attention is Sarkar’s re-
mark: “Time will tell
which party I will join.”
This comment has fueled
speculation about his po-
litical future. Political ob-
servers are now debating
whether he may join an-
other political party or
choose to pursue an inde-
pendent political role.For
now, Pradip Sarkar’s res-
ignation has created con-
siderable buzz in
Kharagpur politics, with
all eyes focused on his
next political move.

Major Setback for Trinamool in Kharagpur:
Former MLA Pradip Sarkar Quits Party

MI News Service, Nadia : Tension
prevailed in Nadia’s Fulia on
Tuesday after nearly 200 Class XI
students of a government girls’
school staged a demonstration
outside the office of the Block De-
velopment Officer (BDO), alleging
that the school authorities were
demanding additional fees de-
spite collecting money under var-
ious heads earlier.

The protesting students
claimed that most of them come
from middle-class and lower-
middle-class families and had
opted for a government school
expecting affordable education
and access to government-
backed academic benefits. They
alleged that the repeated demand
for extra payments had placed an
undue financial burden on their
families. According to the stu-
dents, they had raised the issue
with the school administration on
several occasions but received no
satisfactory response. As a result,

they approached the local admin-
istration and organized a sit-in
protest in front of the BDO office,
raising slogans and demanding
immediate intervention.

The students questioned the
rationale behind charging addi-
tional fees in a government-run
institution, arguing that such

practices could discourage eco-
nomically weaker students from
continuing their education. They
expressed concern that increas-
ing financial pressure could ad-
versely affect the academic
future of many girls.

As the protest gathered mo-
mentum, local administrative of-

ficials stepped in to defuse the sit-
uation. A meeting was subse-
quently held at the BDO office
involving administrative repre-
sentatives, school authorities and
the agitating students. During the
discussion, the students pre-
sented their grievances and
sought clarification regarding the
fee structure.

Officials assured the students
that the matter would be exam-
ined thoroughly and appropriate
steps would be taken after re-
viewing the allegations. The ad-
ministration also appealed to all
stakeholders to maintain calm
while the issue is being investi-
gated.

The incident has sparked con-
siderable discussion in the area,
with many residents closely
watching the outcome. The
protesting students have de-
manded a transparent resolution
and safeguards to prevent similar
disputes in the future.

Dipankar Edbar, Ranaghat
(Nadia) : In a significant break-
through against drug trafficking in
West Bengal, the Special Task
Force (STF) and Ranaghat Police
carried out a joint operation in
Nadia district, seizing approxi-
mately 156 kilograms of cannabis
from a pickup van and arresting
two suspected traffickers.

Police sources said the opera-
tion was launched following specific
intelligence inputs regarding the
movement of a large consignment
of narcotics through the district.
Acting on the tip-off, STF personnel
and officers from Ranaghat Police
Station kept surveillance on a sus-
pected vehicle moving along the
Shantipur-Shimurali route. The
pickup van was intercepted at
Habibpur, where officers conducted
a thorough search. During the in-
spection, police discovered four
sacks of cannabis hidden behind
bags of paddy. The total weight of

the seized contraband was found to
be around 156 kg.

Preliminary investigations indi-
cate that the consignment had orig-
inated from Cooch Behar in North
Bengal and was allegedly being
transported for delivery in the
Habibpur area. The two arrested
individuals are currently being in-
terrogated to determine the source
of the narcotics, identify the in-
tended recipients and uncover the
wider trafficking network involved
in the operation. Law enforcement

officials believe the seizure has pre-
vented a substantial quantity of il-
legal drugs from reaching the local
market. The estimated street value
of the confiscated cannabis is be-
lieved to run into several lakhs of
rupees, although authorities are yet
to release an official valuation. The
seizure highlights the continuing
challenge posed by narcotics traf-
ficking across eastern India. Secu-
rity agencies have intensified
surveillance on transport routes
frequently used by traffickers to

move contraband between districts
and states. Experts warn that the
growing availability of drugs such
as cannabis, heroin and synthetic
narcotics poses a serious threat to
young people. Substance abuse can
lead to long-term physical and
mental health problems, educa-
tional disruption, unemployment
and increased involvement in crim-
inal activities. Social scientists and
public health experts stress that
alongside strict law enforcement,
awareness campaigns, family sup-
port systems and community-based
interventions are essential to pre-
vent drug abuse among youth.

Police said the investigation re-
mains ongoing, with efforts focused
on identifying other members of the
trafficking syndicate and tracing
the supply chain behind the seized
consignment. The operation is
being viewed as a major success in
Nadia district's ongoing campaign
against illegal narcotics.

Students Protest Over Alleged Extra Fee 
Collection at Government Girls’ School in Nadia

MI News Service, Gurugram:
RSPL Group, a FMCG con-
glomerate, marks 50 years
of operations with a short
film narrated by Rajat
Kapoor. Founded by Mu-
ralidhar and Bimal Gyan-
chandani, RSPL began with
Ghadi Detergent and now
serves 32% of Indian house-
holds. The company has ex-
panded to 24 manufacturing
plants in India and has a
presence in Nepal,
Bangladesh, and Ethiopia,
diversifying into personal
care, dairy, and renewable
energy. Employing over
24,000 people, RSPL empha-
sizes sustainable practices
and aims for further domes-
tic and global growth while
focusing on community ini-
tiatives and innovation.

RSPL Group marks 
50 years of growth 

MI News Service, Kharag-
pur : A case of alleged
fraud involving lakhs of
rupees in the name of pro-
viding a job has surfaced
in the Sabang area of West
Medinipur district, creat-
ing a stir in political cir-
cles. A written complaint
has been lodged at Sabang
Police Station against for-
mer minister Dr. Manas
Ranjan Bhunia and two
Trinamool Congress lead-
ers said to be close to him,
accusing them of taking
₹5 lakh on the promise of
securing employment.The
complainant, Bikash
Kumar Tung, a resident of
Bishnupur Gram Pan-
chayat No. 16 under the
Sabang Assembly con-
stituency, alleged that be-
fore the 2026 Assembly
elections, his wife Manju
Sahu Tung was assured of
a job. According to the
complaint, the job offer
was arranged through the
mediation of then minister
Dr. Manas Ranjan Bhunia
and Trinamool leaders
Sheikh Abu Kalam Box
and Bholanath De, in ex-
change for ₹5 lakh.The
complaint states that on
March 1, 2026, Manju
Sahu Tung joined as a
Steward under CISB Serv-
ice Private Limited at the
Temathani Irrigation Bun-
galow. Her workman reg-
istration number was
CISB/WB-46. The family
claims that she performed
her duties regularly, but
after only two months, she
was informed on May 6
that her services had been
terminated.

According to the com-
plaint, the termination
order was sent to her via

WhatsApp. The family fur-
ther stated that ₹10,747
was credited to her bank
account as salary for the
month of March. However,
after the sudden loss of
employment, the family
has been facing severe
mental and social dis-
tress.Bikash Kumar Tung
alleged that his wife has
been emotionally devas-
tated by the incident and
has fallen into deep de-
pression. He expressed
concern that the situation
could worsen if timely ac-
tion is not taken.Demand-
ing a fair and impartial
investigation, the family
has filed a written com-
plaint with Sabang Police
Station. Sources said that
police have initiated an in-
quiry based on the com-
plaint.However, no official
response has yet been re-
ceived from former minis-
ter Dr. Manas Ranjan
Bhunia or the two accused
Trinamool leaders regard-
ing the allegations.Local
residents claim that since
the complaint was filed,
Dr. Manas Bhunia and the
two Trinamool leaders
have not been seen locally
and are reportedly un-
available. Police have not
officially confirmed this
claim.

Former Minister Manas Bhunia and Two Trinamool
Leaders Accused of Cheating Rs 5 Lakh on Job

Promise, Complaint Filed with Police

MI News Service, Nadia :
Fresh controversy has
erupted around Trinamool
Congress MP Mahua Moitra
after a BJP leader lodged a
police complaint against
her over remarks made in a
social media video, alleging
that the comments hurt the
religious sentiments of both
Hindus and Muslims.

The complaint was filed
at the Hogleberia police
station in Nadia district by
BJP leader Hirak Bhat-
tacharya, who accused the
Krishnanagar MP of mak-
ing provocative statements
that could disturb commu-
nal harmony. The contro-
versy stems from a series of
videos posted by Moitra fol-
lowing reports that a group
of BJP women workers had
gathered outside the Krish-
nanagar district court car-
rying eggs and tomatoes,
allegedly intending to
throw them at her if she ap-
peared in connection with
an old case. In her first
video message, Moitra

warned that she would file
police complaints against
those involved and, if nec-
essary, approach higher
courts, including the
Supreme Court, should the
police fail to act. In a subse-
quent video, she reiterated
that legal action would be
taken against the women
seen in the footage. Refer-
ring to the threat of eggs
being thrown at her, she re-
marked that while others
may throw eggs, she too
knows how to make an
omelette. She also made a
comment suggesting that
those intending to throw
eggs should wear a burqa
so they could not be identi-

fied. The remark quickly
went viral on social media
and triggered sharp reac-
tions from the BJP. In his
complaint, Bhattacharya
alleged that the statement
was offensive to both Hindu
and Muslim communities
and amounted to an at-
tempt to inflame communal
sentiments. Speaking to re-
porters after filing the com-
plaint, the BJP leader said
Moitra's remarks were
“highly provocative” and
questioned why Hindu
women should be asked to
wear a burqa. He further
alleged that the statement
was disrespectful towards
Muslim women as well. Po-
lice confirmed that a writ-
ten complaint had been
received and that the mat-
ter has been forwarded to
the cyber crime wing for
examination. Officials said
the content of the videos
and related social media
posts would be scrutinised
before any further action is
taken.

FIR Filed Against MP Mahua Moitra Over ‘Burqa’ Re-
mark in Nadia; BJP Alleges Religious Sentiments Hurt

MI News Service, Kharagpur
: A mysterious explosion in
the Narayangarh police sta-
tion area of West Medinipur
district has created panic and
sparked widespread concern.
The explosion occurred while
excavation work was being
carried out with a JCB ma-
chine at the residence of Sub-
hash Raychaudhuri, the
Block Youth Trinamool Con-
gress President of Narayan-
garh. Following the incident,
fear gripped the locality, and
the police have begun a de-
tailed investigation. Accord-
ing to reports, land-related
work was underway using a
JCB machine at the residence
of Subhash Raychaudhuri in
Keyajhuri village under Hem-
chandra Gram Panchayat of
Narayangarh. During the ex-
cavation, a sudden loud blast
was heard, alarming local
residents who rushed to the
spot in large numbers. Eye-
witnesses stated that the ex-
plosion was so powerful that
its sound could be heard from
a considerable distance.

However, the exact cause of
the blast remains unclear at
the time of reporting. Prelim-
inary information has not es-
tablished whether the
explosion was caused by a
bomb or by some other ex-
plosive or combustible mate-
rial buried underground.
Upon receiving information
about the incident, Belda po-
lice immediately reached the
spot, cordoned off the area,
and started an investigation.
Samples have been collected
from the site and will be sent
for examination. Sources said
that, if necessary, assistance
from the Bomb Disposal
Squad and forensic experts
may also be sought. The po-
lice are currently investigat-
ing all possible angles and
trying to determine the actual
cause of the explosion. 

Explosion During JCB Excavation at Residence of Narayangarh
Block Youth Trinamool President; Police Launch Investigation

156 kg Cannabis Seized in Nadia: STF-Ranaghat Police Bust Major Drug Trafficking Attempt

MI News Service, Falta: Eight persons were
arrested and a formal FIR lodged after a vi-
olent attempt to storm Falta police station,
police said, in an effort to free a detained
local figure known as “Pushpa.” Authorities
allege the operation was orchestrated by
followers of jailed inmate Jahangir Khan
and led on the ground by his wife, who is
now the subject of an active inquiry.

Police said trouble began when a crowd
assembled in the Shatol Kalsa area and
blocked roads leading to Falta. On Tuesday,
the group moved from the vicinity of Ja-
hangir’s residence toward the police station
in a bid that investigators say aimed to
overpower station staff and forcibly remove
the detainee. Sensing a serious threat, local
police and reinforcement units intervened
to prevent the mob from breaching the
premises. “Intelligence indicated there was
a concrete plan to snatch the prisoner and
create disorder at the station,” a senior of-
ficer said. “We acted to protect lives and
property and to maintain law and order.”
Officers resorted to baton charges to dis-
perse the crowd after demonstrators re-
portedly ignored repeated dispersal orders
and advanced on the station. Several sus-
pects fled but were later apprehended; po-
lice recovered makeshift weapons at the
scene, officials added. Eight individuals
have been taken into custody and will be
produced in court. Investigators have filed
an FIR naming Jahangir’s wife as a princi-
pal accused for allegedly organising the
rally and mobilising supporters since Mon-
day. Police sources say they are probing
multiple complaints implicating her in the

unrest and will question other participants
to unearth the chain of command behind
the attack. Two pieces of CCTV footage
showing the escalation circulated widely on
social media, fuelling local alarm; police
cautioned that videos remain under foren-
sic verification. Eyewitnesses described
chaotic scenes as demonstrators clashed
with uniformed personnel, with some par-
ticipants reportedly jumping into a nearby
pond to evade arrest. No serious injuries
were reported at the time authorities
briefed the media, though several partici-
pants were treated for minor wounds. The
episode follows the arrest of the individual
known locally as “Pushpa,” who was de-
tained on June 8 near the Nepal border.
Since then, tensions in Falta have periodi-
cally flared as supporters staged demon-
strations demanding release. Local
administrators urged calm and reiterated
that violent attempts to undermine due
process will face firm legal response. Offi-
cials said the probe will include scrutiny of
communications, examination of CCTV evi-
dence and statements from detainees and
witnesses.

Police File Case Against Alleged Ringleader After Station Attack

MI News Service, North 24
parganas: The body of Bab-
ulal Sandhukha (60), secre-
tary of the state committee
of the Trinamool-affiliated
workers’ organisation INT-
TUC, was found hanging at
his residence in Ward No. 11
on Tuesday morning,
prompting a formal police
investigation and an autopsy
at the Basirhat Health Dis-
trict Morgue. Family mem-
bers discovered Sandhukha
after he failed to respond to
knocks on his door. Forcibly
entering the premises, they
found him suspended by the
neck from the ceiling and
immediately alerted law en-
forcement. Basirhat police
subsequently recovered the
body and registered the
case; investigations are un-
derway to determine the
precise circumstances that
led to his death. Local
sources and family members
reported that Sandhukha
had been under visible men-
tal strain in recent days. Al-
legations of financial
impropriety and extortion
circulated in the neighbour-
hood, with claims that he
had collected substantial
sums from several auto-rick-
shaw drivers. Family mem-
bers told reporters that he
had remained largely con-
fined to his home over the
past few days and had ex-
hibited signs of distress. “In-
vestigations must uncover
the truth behind this death,”
said Subir Sarkar, former
vice-chairman of Ward No.
11. “There was both mental
and political pressure. 

Allegations, anxiety
and a Hanging: Probe
launched in Basirhat



For TV, e-paper & news visit: www.live7tv.com

03
Morning India

Kolkata, Thursday
18 June 2026

Continued form Pg 1: democrat-
ic strength. Commentators em-
phasise that 12 years of uninter-
rupted leadership have provided 
rare strategic continuity in gover-
nance and foreign policy, enabling 
consistent multi-alignment and 
stable domestic policy direction. 
This contrasts with political up-
heavals in neighbouring countries, 
highlighting India’s relative stabil-
ity under Modi. 

PM Modi’s tenure also saw de-
cisive security measures, from the 
abrogation of Article 370 to re-
sponses against terrorism, along-
side symbolic and infrastructural 
projects like the Ram Temple. 
Shah and Rajnath Singh highlight-
ed strengthened borders, count-
er-Naxal efforts, and fostering 
national confidence. These actions 
are framed as reinforcing both 
citizen safety and cultural self-re-
spect, bolstering India’s domestic 
and global standing. 

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
West Bengal Chief Minister Su-
vendu Adhikari on Wednesday 
visited Falta Assembly constit-
uency in South 24 Parganas for 
the first time after the historic 
electoral victory of BJP candi-
date Debangshu Panda. The 
Chief Minister addressed a pub-
lic gathering at Fatepur Football 
Ground.

During his speech, Adhikari 
asserted that Falta will be devel-
oped as a “model constituency” 
under the state government’s 
development agenda. He said, “I 
have visited Falta twice earlier 
for political programmes. Today 
I have come for an official pro-
gramme. I have repeatedly said 

that Falta will be developed as a 
model constituency and we are 
working towards that goal.”

The Chief Minister also made 
strong remarks on law and or-
der, stating that there would 
be no tolerance for violence or 
illegal activities in the region. 
“There will be no hooliganism, 
looting or extremism in Falta. 
Rule of law has been established 
here,” he said, adding that strict 
action will be taken against 
those involved in unlawful ac-
tivities.

In an indirect warning, 
Adhikari referred to recent in-
cidents of alleged attacks on 
police and security forces, stat-
ing that those identified in video 

footage would not be spared. He 
directed senior officials to en-
sure legal action under stringent 
sections and hinted at property 
seizure and auction of offenders’ 
assets.

The Chief Minister also al-
leged large-scale corruption 
in previous relief distribution 
schemes, including misuse of 
funds under cyclone relief and 
housing projects. He claimed 
that irregularities had been iden-
tified and assured that corrective 
action would be taken soon.

The visit is being seen as a 
significant political and admin-
istrative outreach in the region 
following the recent electoral 
developments in Falta.

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
West Bengal Chief Minister Su-
vendu Adhikari on Wednesday 
clarified the eligibility crite-
ria for the state government’s 
Annapurna Bhandar scheme, 
addressing growing public 
speculation over who will 
qualify for the financial as-
sistance programme and who 
will be excluded.

Speaking at a government 
function in Falta, the Chief 
Minister explained that fam-
ilies whose children study 
in government or govern-
ment-aided schools will be el-
igible to receive benefits under 
the scheme. He further stated 
that families with children en-
rolled in private schools may 
also qualify for assistance, 
provided those institutions 
are recognised by the govern-
ment. According to the Chief 
Minister, eligible beneficiaries 
in such cases would receive fi-
nancial support of up to ₹3,000 
under the programme.

The clarification comes 
amid widespread discussions 
surrounding the extensive in-

formation being sought from 
applicants through the Anna-
purna Bhandar application 
forms. Applicants are required 
to provide detailed informa-
tion about every member of 
their household, including 
land ownership details, the 
names of schools attended by 
their children, and COVID-19 
vaccination records. These re-
quirements had led many res-
idents to believe that income 
levels and other socio-eco-
nomic indicators would play a 
significant role in determining 
eligibility.

Since assuming office, the 
state government has been 
rolling out several promises 
made during the election cam-
paign. Thousands of beneficia-
ries reportedly received An-
napurna Bhandar payments 
earlier this month, while ap-
plications continue to pour in 
through the ongoing Jan Kaly-
an camps being held across 
the state.

Addressing concerns about 
the verification process, 
Adhikari said the government 

was adopting a cautious ap-
proach to ensure that bene-
fits reach genuine recipients. 
He alleged that irregularities 
had occurred under similar 
welfare programmes run by 
the previous administration. 
Citing an example, he claimed 
that more than 4,500 men in 
Murshidabad had received 
benefits under a scheme that 
was not intended for them.

The Chief Minister said that 
over one crore applications 
have already been submitted 
for Annapurna Bhandar, mak-
ing scrutiny necessary. He also 
stated that parents whose chil-
dren attend institutions that, 
according to the government, 
do not follow the mainstream 
educational framework would 
not be eligible for the scheme.

In addition, Adhikari 
made it clear that individuals 
who did not receive govern-
ment-approved COVID-19 vac-
cinations during the pandemic 
period would also be excluded 
from receiving benefits under 
the Annapurna Bhandar pro-
gramme.

MI News Service, Kolk-
ata: Axis Bank has reaf-
firmed its commitment to 
strengthening digital secu-
rity through its ‘Safe Bank-
ing’ initiative, highlight-
ing significant progress in 
AI-driven fraud prevention, 
real-time monitoring, and 
customer-controlled security 
features.

The bank reported a 
~40% reduction in fraud in-
cidents across retail mobile 
banking, internet banking, 

and other channels in FY26 
compared to FY25. At the 
same time, it recorded a 4.5 
times increase in prevent-
ed digital frauds due to AI-
based monitoring and risk-
based controls. Customer 
engagement with its Safety 
Centre has also grown, with 
around 57,000 monthly in-
teractions reflecting rising 
awareness around secure 
banking practices.

Axis Bank has implement-
ed real-time risk-based in-

tervention systems that flag 
or block suspicious transac-
tions before funds are trans-
ferred. The bank also noted 
over 1,000 financial literacy 
camps across West Bengal in 
FY26, along with more than 
3,500 mobile banking reg-
istrations enabled through 
Aadhaar-based face authen-
tication as of March 2026.

Senior leaders includ-
ing Sameer Shetty (Digital 
Business & Transformation), 
Reynold D’Souza (Branch 
Banking), and Gaurav Gup-
ta (Financial Crime Intelli-
gence) outlined how AI and 
behavioural analytics are 
being used to detect fraud 
patterns, identify mule ac-
counts, and prevent organ-
ised cybercrime networks.

The bank also empha-
sized customer-controlled 
safety tools such as mobile 
app authentication, face ver-
ification, Safety Centre, SMS 
Shield, and FD Lock fea-
tures, allowing users greater 
control over their accounts.

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
Former West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee 
on Wednesday took to the 
streets of Kolkata protest-
ing against alleged eviction 
drives targeting hawkers 
and small traders across 
the state. The demonstra-
tion began near Dharmat-
ala and proceeded towards 
Wellington, drawing signif-
icant political attention and 
participation from senior 
Trinamool Congress leaders 
including Kunal Ghosh and 
Dola Sen.

Banerjee, who was seen 
wearing a placard on her 
chest, led a human chain and 
marched alongside party 
supporters under the banner 
of the “Kalighat Trinamool” 
leadership. The protest was 
organised in response to 
what the party described as 
large-scale eviction of street 
vendors at key transport 
hubs including Sealdah and 
Howrah stations.

Party sources stated 
that the movement aims to 
safeguard the livelihood of 
hawkers and small business 

owners, who they claim are 
being displaced under recent 
administrative actions. The 
protest march was marked 
by slogans demanding pro-
tection of street vendors and 
restoration of their rights to 
livelihood in urban spaces.

The march witnessed 
active participation from 
Trinamool leaders and sup-
porters, with the rallying 
call centered on protecting 
the rights of urban informal 
workers and opposing forced 
evictions without rehabilita-
tion.

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
The investigation into the al-
leged extortion case involving 
former Trinamool Congress 
MLA and Bidhannagar Mu-
nicipal Corporation councillor 
Sabyasachi Dutta has inten-
sified, with police freezing 
five of his bank accounts and 
expanding searches into his 
financial and property hold-
ings.

According to police sourc-
es, the frozen accounts col-
lectively contain nearly ₹3.7 
crore. One of the accounts 
is reportedly a joint account 
held by Dutta and his wife, 
Indira Dutta, whose where-
abouts remain unknown. 

Investigators are also exam-
ining several fixed deposits 
linked to the family. In addi-
tion, authorities have identi-
fied two bank lockers believed 
to contain jewellery and other 
valuable assets.

The development comes 
days after police conducted a 

search at Dutta’s residence, 
where documents alleged-
ly related to the purchase of 
nearly 50 kilograms of gold 
were recovered. Officials are 
currently verifying the au-
thenticity and financial trail 
associated with those docu-
ments.

While police have not yet 
traced Indira Dutta, they have 
seized a Scorpio SUV linked 
to the family. Investigators 
have also  located another flat 
reportedly owned by the for-
mer legislator in New Town. 
On Tuesday, police searched 
Dutta’s in-laws’ residence in 
Gaighata in North 24 Parganas 
district. However, no significant 
evidence was reportedly recov-
ered during that operation.

The former MLA has de-
nied all allegations against 
him. He has maintained that 
the charges are politically mo-
tivated and claimed that the 
complainant himself is facing 
multiple legal cases.

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
In alignment with the “Swa-
chhata Se Swagat” initiative 
supported by the West Ben-
gal government, Shri 1008 
Munisuvratanath Digambar 
Jain Trust organised a special 
cleanliness drive on Tuesday 
morning, focusing on public 
hygiene, civic responsibility 
and community participation.

The campaign aimed to 
spread awareness about 
cleanliness and encourage 
citizens to actively contribute 
towards maintaining a cleaner 
and healthier environment. A 
large number of trustees, local 
residents, women, youth and 
senior citizens participated 
enthusiastically in the drive, 
reflecting strong community 
engagement.

The cleanliness activity cov-
ered roads, lanes, footpaths 

and surrounding public areas, 
with volunteers working col-
lectively to remove waste and 
promote a message of shared 
responsibility. The initiative 
highlighted the importance of 
collective effort in achieving 
sustainable cleanliness in ur-
ban spaces.

Key members leading the 
programme included Trust 
President Vinod Kumar Jain 
(Kala), Vice President Mahen-
dra Kumar Jain Pandya, Sec-
retary CA Kamal Nayan Jain, 
and Convener Suresh Patni, 
along with other trustees and 
volunteers.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Trust President Vinod Kumar 
Jain (Kala) said that the “Swa-
chhata Se Swagat” campaign 
is a meaningful initiative 
that inspires citizens to take 
responsibility for their sur-

roundings. He stressed that 
cleanliness is essential for a 
progressive and aware society 
and requires active public in-
volvement.

Vice President Mahendra 
Kumar Jain Pandya added 
that cleanliness reflects dis-
cipline and values, urging 
citizens to treat public spac-
es with the same respect as 
their homes. Secretary CA 
Kamal Nayan Jain stated that 
the campaign aims not only 
at cleaning surroundings but 
also at building long-term civ-
ic awareness.

At the conclusion, participants 
took a collective pledge to avoid 
littering and promote cleanliness 
in daily life. The Trust expressed 
gratitude to all volunteers and 
reaffirmed its commitment to 
continuing such public welfare 
initiatives in the future.

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
The investigation into the RG 
Kar incident has gathered fresh 
momentum following political 
changes in the state, as the 
Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) intensified its probe. On 
Wednesday, a team of CBI in-
vestigating officers visited the 
Panihati crematorium in North 
24 Parganas to examine de-
tailed records and understand 
the sequence of events related 
to the last rites conducted on 
the day of the incident.

According to sources, the of-
ficials sought minute details of 
how the cremation was carried 

out and what arrangements 
were made at the site. The visit 
is part of efforts to verify alle-
gations made by the victim’s 
family, who had earlier claimed 
that the body of the young 
woman doctor was hurriedly 
taken to Panihati for last rites.

Crematorium manager 
Bholanath Patra reportedly 
told investigators that he was 
informed a local woman’s body 
would arrive, while he lat-
er became aware of the case 
through television reports. He 
stated that the cremation was 
completed amid an unusually 
large crowd that had gathered 

at the site, including local res-
idents, police personnel, and 
political representatives.

Officials noted that due to 
the heavy presence of people, 
police had to manage the sit-
uation swiftly. The manager 
also said the process was ex-
pedited considering the cir-
cumstances and the presence 
of mourners.

The CBI team, comprising 
three officers, also interacted 
with the crematorium staff and 
collected the register book and 
other relevant documents for 
further investigation into the 
case.

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
Bandhan Bank has inaugurated 
a dedicated Corporate Banking 
Branch at Bandra Kurla Complex 
(BKC), Mumbai, strengthening its 
presence in India’s financial cap-
ital and expanding its corporate 
banking footprint.

The new branch, located at INS 
Tower, BKC, was inaugurated by 
MD & CEO Partha Pratim Sengupta 
in the presence of senior leadership 
including ED & CBO Rajinder Ku-
mar Babbar, ED & COO Ratan Ku-
mar Kesh, and Head – Wholesale 
Banking Satish Kumar.

The specialised branch is de-
signed to cater exclusively to cor-
porate and institutional clients, 
offering customised financial 
solutions, structured finance, and 
sector-specific advisory services. 
It aims to serve large corporates, 
mid-sized enterprises, and in-
stitutional customers with a re-
lationship-driven approach and 
faster service delivery.

Bank officials said the BKC hub 
will play a key role in strength-
ening client engagement and 
enhancing corporate banking ca-
pabilities in a highly competitive 
market.

MI News Service,  Kolkata: 
The controversy surrounding 
Lionel Messi’s visit to Kolkata 
continues to gather momen-
tum, with the football icon’s 
management team reportedly 
writing to the Kolkata Police 
Commissioner and expressing 
serious concerns over secu-
rity arrangements at Yuv-
aBharatiKrirangan. . His Team 
slammed the former TMC Min-
ister of trying to get too close to 
Messi!

According to the letter, strict 
protocols had been established 
before Messi’s appearance 
at the stadium. Under those 
guidelines, no VIPs or special 
guests were supposed to enter 
the field during the football 
star’s scheduled activities. Only 
three designated camera oper-
ators had been granted permis-
sion to remain on the ground.

However, the management 
team alleged that the protocol 
was violated when then Sports 
Minister Arup Biswas entered 
the field. The letter claims that 
actions taken by him were 
not part of the approved pro-
gramme and created discom-
fort during the event. It further 
alleges that while photographs 
were being taken, repeated at-
tempts were made to move very 
close to Messi and engage in 
unnecessary physical contact, 
including placing hands on the 
footballer’s shoulder and waist.

The letter also highlights 
broader concerns regarding 
security lapses inside the sta-
dium. According to Messi’s 
representatives, a large num-
ber of unauthorised individu-
als gained access to restricted 
zones. Nearly 40 photogra-
phers and camera operators 
were reportedly present with-
out prior approval, resulting 
in confusion and a breakdown 
of crowd-control measures.

Messi’s team stated that 
the situation adversely af-
fected the player’s security, 
comfort and personal space. 
Owing to the circumstances, 
several planned activities 
were allegedly cancelled, 
and the delegation left the 
venue much earlier than 
scheduled.

MI News Service,   
Kolkata: West Bengal gov-
ernment has extended the 
duration of the Jan Kalyan 
Shibir by one more day, al-
lowing citizen to access pub-
lic services until 18 June, 
Thursday, up to 5 pm. The 
three-day camp, which was 
scheduled to conclude to-
day, has been extended in 
view of public demand and 
convenience. Officials said 
the camp now provides 57 
types of services, including 
100 days work scheme, wid-
ow pension, old age pension 
and other welfare benefits. 
On the third day of the pro-
gramme, BJP leader Suven-
du Adhikari visited Falta in 
South 24 Parganas and in-
teracted with beneficiaries. 
According to reports, over 
26 lakh people have regis-
tered for the scheme across 
the state so far, with women 
forming a significant share. 
District-level camps have al-
ready been held in more than 
2,043 locations across West 
Bengal. Further announce-
ments regarding South 24 
Parganas development proj-
ects are expected from the 
administration during the 
concluding session of the 
camp. Officials added that 
more services may be includ-
ed soon also.
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West Bengal Chief Minister  
Suvendu Adhikari. � File Pic

Gaurav Gupta, Head of Financial Crime Intelligence; Sameer Shetty, 
Group Head – Digital Business, Transformation and Strategic Programs; 
and Reynold D’Souza, Group Head – Branch Banking, North and TASC 
Business, during a session on Axis Bank’s ‘Safe Banking’ initiative fo-
cused on AI-led fraud prevention and real-time customer controls in 
Kolkata on Wednesday.

In the presence of West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari, an MoU signing ceremony between Rashtriya Raksha University and West Bengal Police 
was held, followed by a press briefing at Nabanna on Wednesday.

Former West Bengal Chief Minister and Trinamool Congress chairperson Mamata Banerjee joined a protest 
march by hawkers expressing solidarity with street vendors and their concerns at Dharamtala in Kolkata on 
Wednesday. � PIC: Prabir Bhattacharya
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Messi Management 
Team Raises Security 
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KP Commissioner

One More Day Extension 
for Jan Kalyan Shibir

Suvendu Promises Action against 
Violence and Corruption, Declares 

Falta a Model Constituency

Suvendu Clarifies Annapurna 
Bhandar Eligibility, Links Benefits to 
Schooling and Vaccination Criteria

Shri 1008 Munisuvratanath Digambar 
Jain Trust Leads Cleanliness Drive 

Under ‘Swachhata Se Swagat’ 

CBI Visits Panihati Crematorium 
in RG Kar Case Probe

Axis Bank Strengthens Safe 
Banking Framework 

Mamata Leads Protest March 
against Hawker Evictions in Kolkata

Extortion Case Deepens: Five Bank Accs of 
Sabyasachi Dutta Frozen, Wife Untraceable
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Miscellaneous

Kolkata, Thursday

18 June 2026

Name Change
I, SUPARNA PANDEY DAS (Old Name)
wife of Mr. Abhijit Das, daughter of
Chowharya Pandey, presently resid-
ing at West Wind, 78 Raja S.C Mullick
Road, Rajpur Sonarpur, Garia, South
24 Parganas, Kolkata- 700 084, West
Bengal, India, have change my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Suparna Das (New name) as declared
before the Notary Public at Kolkata
Dated 16/06/2026.SUPARNA DAS
(New Name) and SUPARNA PANDEY
DAS (Old Name) both are same and
identical person.

Name Change
I, Ajmira Begum W/O- Ajibar Zamadar,
resident of Vill + P.O- Bikihakola, P.S-
Panchla, Dist- Howrah, Pin-711322,
do hereby declare that I have changed
my name from Ajmira Begum to
Ajmira Zamadar and henceforth I shall
be known as Ajmira Zamadar in all
purpose, vide Affidavit No. 18749/26
sworn before the Ld.1st class E.M at
Howrah on 16/06/2026 Ajmira Za-
madar and Ajmira Begum both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sk Ahamad Tulla, Sk Ahamed Tulla
(Old Name) S/o Late Kismat Tulla Re-
siding at Vill - Hinchageria, P.o -
Narayandari, P.s - Bhagwanpur, District
- Purba Medinipur, Pin - 721655, West
Bengal, India, do hereby declare that I
have Changed my name from Sk
Ahamad Tulla, Sk Ahamed Tulla (Old
Name) to Sk Ahamad Ulla (New Name)
and henceforth I shall be known as Sk
Ahamad Ulla (New Name) in all pur-
pose, vide affidavit no 16 Sworn before
the Ld. Judicial Magistrate (1st Class)
at Contai, Purba Medinipur on Dated
19-08-2025. Sk Ahamad Ulla (New
Name) and Sk Ahamad Tulla, Sk
Ahamed Tulla (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sekh Soufique Tulla (Old Name) S/o
Sk Ahamad Ulla Residing at Vill - Hin-
chageria, P.o- Narayandari, Hincha
Gerya, District - Purba Medinipur, Pin -
721655, West Bengal, India, do hereby
declare that I have Changed my name
from Sekh Soufique Tulla (Old Name)
to Sk Soufique Tulla (New Name) and
henceforth I shall be known as Sk
Soufique Tulla (New Name) in all pur-
pose, vide affidavit no 41/2026 Sworn
before the Notary public at Kolkata on
Dated 17-06-2026. Sk Soufique Tulla
(New Name) and Sekh Soufique Tulla
(Old Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Uzma Khatoon (Old Name) W/o
Iqbal Hussain Residing at 4F Ripon
Residency, 93B Ripon Street, St. Marry
School, Vtc+P.o - Park Street, District-
Kolkata, Pin - 700016, West Bengal,
India, do hereby declare that I have
Changed my name from Uzma Kha-
toon (Old Name) to Uzma Iqbal (New
Name) and henceforth I shall be
known as Uzma Iqbal (New Name) in
all purpose, vide affidavit no 39/2026
Sworn before the Notary public at
Kolkata on Dated 17-06-2026. Uzma
Iqbal (New Name) and Uzma Khatoon
(Old Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Md. Iqbal Hussain (Old Name) S/o
Mubarak Hussain Residing at 93 B
Ripon Street, Park Street, Circus Av-
enue, District - Kolkata, Pin - 700016,
West Bengal, India, do hereby declare
that I have Changed my name from
Md. Iqbal Hussain (Old Name) to Iqbal
Hussain (New Name) and henceforth I
shall be known as Iqbal Hussain (New
Name) in all purpose, vide affidavit no
43/2026 Sworn before the Notary
public at Kolkata on Dated 17-06-
2026. Iqbal Hussain (New Name) and
Md. Iqbal Hussain (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Shalin Gathani (Old Name) S/o
Manoj Kumar D Gathani, Residing at
47B Balaram Bose 1st Lane, Bhowa-
nipore, Kolkata- 700020, WB, India ave
changed my name and shall hence
forth be known as Shalin M Gathani
(New Name) as declared before 1st
Class Magistrate, Kolkata vide affidavit
no. 20931 dated 17/06/2026. Shalin
Gathani (Old name) and Shalin M
Gathani (New Name) both are one and
the same identical person.

Name Change
I, Tuba Iram Anzar (old name) wife of
Tabish Khurram, resident of 81/1,
Phears Lane, 5th Floor, P.S– Bowbazar,
Kolkata– 700012, West Bengal, do
hereby declare that I have changed my
name from Tuba Iram Anzar (old
name) to Tuba Eram (new name) and
henceforth I shall be known as Tuba
Eram in all purpose, vide affidavit no.
468, sworn before the Ld. 1st Class
Judicial Magistrate at Kolkata on
06/02/2026. Tuba Eram (new name)
and Tuba Iram Anzar (old name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sk. Md. Moinuddin (Old Name As Per
My Birth Certificate Reg No 400,Dated
30/09/2006, Sl No 102477), Son Of
Sekh Abubakkar, Resident Of Bhastar,
Vct-Soa, Po-Bhastar, Ps-Gurap,
Hooghly- 712303, West Bengal Do
Hereby Declare That I Have Changed
My Name From Sk. Md. Moinuddin
(Old Name) To Sk Moinuddin (New
Name) And Henceforth I Shall Be
Known As Sk Moinuddin (New Name)
In All Purpose, Vide Affidavit No 17639
Sworn Before The Ld 1st Class Judicial
Magistrate At Hooghly On 09/06/2026.
Sk Moinuddin (New Name) And Sk.
Md. Moinuddin (Old Name) Both Are
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sk. Abu Bakkar (Old Name As My
Son's Birth Certificate Reg No 400,
Dated 30/09/2006, Sl No 102477), Son
Of Sk Md Yasin, Resident Of Bhastar,
Vct-Soa, Po- Bhastar, Ps-Gurap,
Hooghly- 712303, West Bengal Do
Hereby Declare That I Have Changed
My Name From Sk. Abu Bakkar (Old
Name) To Sekh Abubakkar (New Name)
And Henceforth I Shall Be Known As
Sekh Abubakkar (New Name) In All Pur-
pose, Vide Affidavit No 17637 Sworn
Before The Ld 1st Class Judicial Mag-
istrate At Hooghly On 09/06/2026. Sekh
Abubakkar (New Name) And Sk. Abu
Bakkar (Old Name) Both Are Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sk. Abu Bakkar (Old Name As My
Daughter's Birth Certificate Reg No 768,
Dated 14/08/2013, Sl No 18301), Son
Of Sk Md Yasin,Resident Of Bhastar,
Vct- Soa, Po- Bhastar, Ps- Gurap,
Hooghly- 712303, West Bengal Do
Hereby Declare That I Have Changed
My Name From Sk. Abu Bakkar (Old
Name) To Sekh Abubakkar (New Name)
And Henceforth I Shall Be Known As
Sekh Abubakkar (New Name) In All Pur-
pose, Vide Affidavit No 17638 Sworn
Before The Ld 1st Class Judicial Mag-
istrate At Hooghly On 09/06/2026. Sekh
Abubakkar (New Name) And Sk. Abu
Bakkar (Old Name) Both Are Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Gobindo Kundu (Old Name), Son Of
Late Gourhari Kundu, Resident Of
Sukdebpur, Po - Ganipur, Ps - Mahesh-
tala, South 24 Parganas- 700141, West
Bengal Do Hereby Declare That I Have
Changed My Name From Gobindo
Kundu (Old Name) To Gobinda Kundu
(New Name) And Henceforth I Shall Be
Known As Gobinda Kundu (New Name)
In All Purpose, Vide Affidavit No 35
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 16/06/2026. Gobinda
Kundu (New Name) And Gobindo
Kundu (Old Name) Both Are Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Rabiul Sheikh & Rabiul Sekh (Old
Name), Son Of Manjil Sekh, Resident Of
Ghorarash Dakshin Para, Po-Zafarpur,
Ps-Matia, North 24 Parganas-743428,
West Bengal Do Hereby Declare That I
Have Changed My Name From Rabiul
Sheikh & Rabiul Sekh (Old Name) To
Rabiul Sk (New Name) And Henceforth
I Shall Be Known As Rabiul Sk (New
Name ) In All Purpose, Vide Affidavit No
13 Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 17/06/2026.Rabiul Sk
(New Name) And Rabiul Sheikh & Ra-
biul Sekh (Old Name) Both Are Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Poli Kayal (Old Name), W/o Ganesh
Chandra Kayal, Residing at Das Para,
Jagadishpur, Howrah- 711114, West
Bengal, India. do hereby declare that
I have changed my name from Poli
Kayal (Old Name) to Pali Kayal (new
name) and henceforth I be known as
Pali Kayal (New Name) as declared
before the Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide affidavit Dated 16/06/2026. Pali
Kayal (New Name) and Poli Kayal
(Old Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Mst Anjumana Abkari (Old Name),
W/o Rajib Hossain Khan, Residing at
Sajahan Road, P.O. & P.S.- Baruipur,
Dist.- South 24 Parganas, Pin-
700144, West Bengal, India. do
hereby declare that I have changed
my name from Mst Anjumana Abkari
(Old Name) to Anjumona Abkari (new
name) and henceforth I shall be
known as Anjumona Abkari (New
Name) as declared before the Notary
Public at Kolkata, vide an affidavit
Dated 17/06/2026. Anjumona Abkari
(New Name) and Mst Anjumana
Abkari (Old Name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ayesha Khatoon (Old Name), Wife
Of Md Yasin Quraishi, Resident Of Q-
545, Ghulam Molla Lane, Garden
Reach, Kolkata-700024, West Bengal
Do Hereby Declare That I Have
Changed My Name From Ayesha
Khatoon (Old Name) To Ayesha
Khatun (New Name) And Henceforth
I Shall Be Known As Ayesha Khatun
(New Name) In All Purpose,Vide Affi-
davit No 13 Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 17/06/2026.
Ayesha Khatun (New Name) And
Ayesha Khatoon (Old Name) Both Are
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Parveen Khatoon (Old Name), Wife Of
Mohammad Tarek, Resident Of Q-611,
Golam Rob Lane, Po Garden Reach,
Kolkata-700024, West Bengal Do
Hereby Declare That I Have Changed
My Name From Parveen Khatoon (Old
Name) To Parvin Bibi (New Name) And
Henceforth I Shall Be Known As Parvin
Bibi (New Name) In All Purpose, Vide
Affidavit  Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 17/06/2026.
Parvin Bibi (New Name) And Parveen
Khatoon (Old Name) Both Are Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Nita Datta Nee Roy (Old Name), W/o
Diptendu Bhusan Datta, Residing at
182A, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
Road, Jayasree Appt, Flat No-413, Ne-
taji Nagar, Kolkata- 700040, West Ben-
gal, India. do hereby declare that I have
changed my name from Nita Datta
Nee Roy (Old Name) to Nita Datta (new
name) and henceforth I be known as
Nita Datta (New Name) as declared
before the Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an affidavit Dated 17/06/2026.
Nita Datta (New Name) and Nita Datta
Nee Roy (Old Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sanhita Paul (Old Name), W/o Suman
Paul, Residing at BL-A, 3rd Floor, FL-
404, 262 Pulin Avenue Madhu Malan-
cha, Dist.- North 24 Parganas, Pin-
700081, West Bengal, India. do hereby
declare that I have changed my name
from Sanhita Paul (Old Name) to San-
hita Ghati Paul (new name) and hence-
forth I be known as Sanhita Ghati Paul
(New Name) as declared before the
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an affi-
davit Dated 17/06/2026. Sanhita Ghati
Paul (New Name) and Sanhita Paul
(Old Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Sk Md Hasim (Old Name), S/o Md
Roja Sk, Residing at Flat No B-3, Na-
tures Lap Reality, Dakhkhin Math
Mondal Ganthi, Rajarhat Gopalpur
(M), North 24 Parganas, Pin- 700052,
West Bengal, India. do hereby declare
that I have changed my name from Sk
Md Hasim (Old Name) to Mahammad
Hasim Sk (new name) and henceforth
I be known as Mahammad Hasim Sk
(New Name) as declared before the
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an affi-
davit Dated 17/06/2026. Mahammad
Hasim Sk (New Name) and Sk Md
Hasim (Old Name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Pawan Kataruka (Old Name), S/o
Late Shiwbhagawan Kataruka, Resid-
ing at S.N. Sarkar Road, Munsiffanga
Municipal Ward No-3, P.O.- Purulia,
Pin-723101, West Bengal, India. do
hereby declare that I have changed
my name from Pawan Kataruka (Old
Name) to Pawan Kumar Kataruka
(new name) and henceforth I be
known as Pawan Kumar Kataruka
(New Name) as declared before the
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide affidavit
No.- 36, Dated 17/06/2026.Pawan
Kumar Kataruka (New Name) and
Pawan Kataruka (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Bharat Jaiswal S/o Late Jhinkuram
Jaiswal, Residing at 243/M, Satin Sen
Sarani, Kankurgachi, Kolkata-
700054, West Bengal, India. do
hereby declare that I have changed
my father name from Jhinkuram
Shaw (father Old Name) to Jhinkuram
Jaiswal (father new name) and
henceforth he be known as Jhinku-
ram Jaiswal (father New Name) as
declared before the Ld. Executive
Magistrate at Howrah, vide an affi-
davit no 7924 Dated 15/06/2026.
Jhinkuram Jaiswal and Jhinkuram
Shaw both are same and one identical
person (my father).

Name Change
I, Adtiya Anand Yadav (Old Name),
S/o Anand Manish, Residing at Aster
Garden Block 5, Flat 1E, First Floor,
Kalaberia, Dist.- North 24 Parganas,
Pin- 700135, West Bengal, India. do
hereby declare that I have changed
my name from Adtiya Anand Yadav
(Old Name) to Aditya Anand Yadav
(new name) and henceforth I will be
known as Aditya Anand Yadav (New
Name) as declared before the Notary
Public at Kolkata, vide an affidavit
No.- 35, Dated 17/06/2026. Aditya
Anand Yadav (New Name) and Adtiya
Anand Yadav (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sunil Agarwal (Old Name), S/o
Ghanshyam Das Agarwal, Residing at
91/94/96  G.T Road, Ganes Shiva Flat
No-506, 5th Floor, Nandi Bagan,
Howrah- 711106, West Bengal, India.
do hereby declare that I have changed
my name from Sunil Agarwal (Old
Name) to Sunil Kumar Agarwal (new
name) and henceforth I shall be
known as Sunil Kumar Agarwal (New
Name) as declared before the Notary
Public at Kolkata, vide an affidavit
Dated 17/06/2026. Sunil Kumar
Agarwal (New Name) and Sunil Agar-
wal (Old Name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ruhul Amin (Old Name),Son Of
Hasen Mandal, Resident Of Purb
Itabediya Paschim, Itaberia, Han-
skhali, Ranaghat-741101, West Ben-
gal Do Hereby Declare That I Have
Changed My Name From Ruhul Amin
(Old Name) To Ruhul Amin Mandal
(New Name) And Henceforth I Shall
Be Known As Ruhul Amin Mandal
(New Name ) In All Purpose, Vide Af-
fidavit  Sworn Before The Notary Pub-
lic At Kolkata On 17/06/2026. Ruhul
Amin Mandal (New Name) And Ruhul
Amin (Old Name) Both Are Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Hassen Mondal (Old Name), Son Of
Alihim Mandal, Resident Of Purb
Itabediya Paschim, Itaberia, Han-
skhali, Ranaghat-741101, West Ben-
gal Do Hereby Declare That I Have
Changed My Name From Hassen
Mondal (Old Name) To Hasen Mandal
(New Name) And Henceforth I Shall
Be Known As Hasen Mandal (New
Name) In All Purpose,Vide Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 17/06/2026. Hasen Man-
dal (New Name) And Hassen Mondal
(Old Name) Both Are Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Manjel Sheikh (Old Name), Son Of
Late Taleb Sekh, Resident Of Gho-
rarash Dakshin Para, Po-Zafarpur, Ps-
Matia, North 24 Parganas- 743428,
West Bengal Do Hereby Declare That I
Have Changed My Name From Manjel
Sheikh (Old Name) To Manjil Sekh
(New Name) And Henceforth I Shall Be
Known As Manjil Sekh (New Name ) In
All Purpose,Vide Affidavit No 14 Sworn
Before The Notary Public At Kolkata On
17/06/2026. Manjil Sekh (New Name)
And Manjel Sheikh (Old Name) Both
Are Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Nuri Bibi (Old Name), Daughter Of
Late Gafur Sardar, Resident Of Gho-
rarash Dakshin Para, Po-Zafarpur, Ps-
Matia, North 24 Parganas- 743428,
West Bengal Do Hereby Declare That I
Have Changed My Name From Nuri
Bibi (Old Name) To Noor Bibi (New
Name) And Henceforth I Shall Be
Known As Noor Bibi (New Name ) In All
Purpose,Vide Affidavit No 15 Sworn
Before The Notary Public At Kolkata On
17/06/2026.Noor Bibi (New Name)
And Nuri Bibi(Old Name) Both Are
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Cheryl Ann Patricia D'rozario & Cheryl
Drozario(Old Name), Wife Of Alan
Charles D'rozario, Resident Of 111
Muzaffar Ahmed Street, Po- Park Street,
Kolkata-700016, West Bengal Do
Hereby Declare That I Have Changed
My Name From Cheryl Ann Patricia
D'rozario & Cheryl Drozario (Old Name)
To Cheryl Ann D'rozario (New Name)
And Henceforth I Shall Be Known As
Cheryl Ann D'rozario (New Name ) In All
Purpose, Vide Affidavit No 18 Sworn
Before The Notary Public At Kolkata On
17/06/2026. Cheryl Ann D'rozario (New
Name) And Cheryl Ann Patricia D'rozario
& Cheryl Drozario (Old Name) Both Are
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Najma Bibi (Old Name), Wife Of
Kasem Molla, Resident Of Vill- Be-
rachampa, Po-Debalaya, Ps-Deganga,
North 24 Parganas- 743424, West Ben-
gal Do Hereby Declare That I Have
Changed My Name From Najma Bibi
(Old Name) To Nazma Bibi (New Name)
And Henceforth I Shall Be Known As
Nazma Bibi (New Name ) In All Pur-
pose, Vide Affidavit No 19 Sworn Before
The Notary Public At Kolkata On
17/06/2026. Nazma Bibi (New Name)
And Najma Bibi (Old Name) Both Are
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I,  Sahajamal Shikh (Old Name), Son  Of
Sk Usuf Ali,  Resident Of Mollarchak ,
Musalman Para, Parbatipur, Dist -
Howrah, Pin - 711405, Do Hereby De-
clare That I Have Change My Name
From   Sahajamal Shikh  (Old Name ) To
Sekh Sahajamal (New Name) And
Henceforth I Shall Be Known As Sekh
Sahajamal (New Name) In All Purpose,
Vide  Affidavit Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 16/06/2026,  Sekh
Sahajamal (New Name) And   Sahaja-
mal Shikh (Old Name)  Both Are Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sanjoy Ghosh Son Of Late Pulinbe-
hari  Ghosh, Resident Of Ramkrishna-
pally, Chandiberia, Krishnapur, Dist -
North 24 Parganas, Pin - 700102,
West Bengal, I Have Change My Fa-
ther's  Name Pulin Bihari Ghosh (Old
Name) To Pulinbehari Ghosh (New
Name), And Henceforth Shall Be
Known As Pulinbehari Ghosh (New
Name) In All Purpose , Vide Affidavit
No. 328asworn Before The Notary
Public At Alipore On 10/06/2026.
Pulinbehari Ghosh (New Name) And
Pulin  Bihari Ghosh (Old Name) Both
Are Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I,  Wazir Ahmed (Old Name) Son Of
Late Sk Nazir, Resident 29/A/H, 49,
Palm Avenue, P.O.- Ballygunge, P.S.-
Karaya, Kolkata -700019, West Bengal,
I Have Change My Name From Wazir
Ahmed (Old Name) To Sk Wazir (New
Name), And Henceforth Shall Be
Known As Sk Wazir (New Name) In All
Purpose , Vide Affidavit No 104sworn
Before The Notary Public At Kolkata
On 17/06/2026. Sk Wazir (New Name)
And Wazir Ahmed (Old Name) Both Are
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Suparna Sha (Old Name), Wife Of
Ajay Sha, Resident Of 50/15, Son-
amukhi Road, Shanti Pally,  P.O. & P.S.-
Sarsuna, Kolkata- 700081, West Ben-
gal, I Have Change My Name From Su-
parna Sha (Old Name ) To Suparna
Sha Biswas (New Name), And Hence-
forth Shall Be Known As Suparna Sha
Biswas (New Name) In All Purpose ,
Vide Affidavit No 105sworn Before The
Notary Public At Kolkata On
17/06/2026. Suparna Sha Biswas
(New Name) And Suparna Sha (Old
Name) Both Are Same And One Iden-
tical Person.

Name Change
I, Debendranath Mondal (Old Name),
Son Of Rampada Mondal, Resident Of
Singher Gheri Kumrapara, Raidighi,
Kumrapara, South 24 Parganas-
743383, West Bengal Do Hereby De-
clare That I Have Changed My Name
From Debendranath Mondal (Old
Name) To Deben Mondal (New Name)
And Henceforth I Shall Be Known As
Deben Mondal (New Name) In All Pur-
pose,Vide Affidavit No 1337 Sworn Be-
fore The Ld 1st Class Judicial Magistrate
At Diamond Harbour On 13/02/2019.
Deben Mondal (New Name) And Deben-
dranath Mondal (Old Name) Both Are
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Masihul Alam (Old Name), S/O, Mo-
hammed Mamduhul Alam, Residing At
62, Pirbahram Road, Po-Nutanganj,
Dist-Barddhaman, Pin-713102 Have
Changed My Name And Shall Hence-
forth Be Known As Mohammad Masi-
hul Alam (New Name) As Declared
Before The Notary Public At Kolkata
Vide Affidavit On 95 Masihul Alam And
Mohammad Masihul Alam Both Are
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Anisur Rahaman (Old Name), Son Of
Rab Seikh, Resident Of Basantapur, Aus-
gram, Purba Bardhaman, 713126, West
Bengal Do Hereby Declare That I Have
Changed My Name From Anisur Ra-
haman (Old Name) To Anisur Rahaman
Seikh (New Name) And Henceforth I
Shall Be Known As Anisur Rahaman
Seikh (New Name ) In All Purpose,Vide
Affidavit No 21 Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 15/06/2026. Anisur
Rahaman Seikh (New Name) And Anisur
Rahaman(Old Name) Both Are Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Jakiya Laskar (Old Name), Wife Of Sk
Sanaullah, Resident Of Podra Taramaa,
Podra, Sankrail, Kowrah-711109, West
Bengal Do Hereby Declare That I Have
Changed My Name From Jakiya Laskar
(Old Name) To Sk Jakiya Begum (New
Name) And Henceforth I Shall Be
Known As Sk Jakiya Begum (New
Name ) In All Purpose, Vide Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 15/06/2026.Sk Jakiya
Begum (New Name) And Jakiya Laskar
(Old Name) Both Are Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Mafuja Begum (Old Name), Wife Of Sk
Md Jamal Uddin, Resident Of Chuna-
vati (Mallik Para) Panchpara Sankrail,
Howrah- 711317, West Bengal Do
Hereby Declare That I Have Changed
My Name From Mafuja Begum (Old
Name) To Sk Mahafuja Begum (New
Name) And Henceforth I Shall Be
Known As Sk Mahafuja Begum(New
Name) In All Purpose, Vide Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 15/06/2026. Sk Mahafuja
Begum (New Name) And Mafuja
Begum (Old Name) Both Are Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sanam Mahzabin, Wife Of Syed
Ahmed Faisal Masudur Rahman, Resi-
dent Of Vill- Akuni Kazipara, Po-Akuni,
Ps- Chanditala, Hooghly- 712701, West
Bengal Do Hereby Declare That I Have
Changed My Husband Name From
Sayed Ahmed Faisal Masudur Rahman
(Old Name) To Syed Ahmed Faisal Ma-
sudur Rahman (New Name) And
Henceforth He Shall Be Known As Syed
Ahmed Faisal Masudur Rahman (New
Name ) In All Purpose, Vide Affidavit No
Sworn Before The Notary Public At Ser-
ampore Court On 19/05/2026. Syed
Ahmed Faisal Masudur Rahman (New
Name) And Sayed Ahmed Faisal Ma-
sudur Rahman (Old Name) Both Are
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Ashim Kar (Old Name), Son Of Adhir
Kumar Kar, Resident Of  Flat 4f, Block1,
Sgil Residenza, 66/63, Jangalpur Rd,
Rajbari, North 24 Parganas, Pin-
700081, West Bengal, India ,Do Hereby
Declare That I Have Changed My
Name From Ashim Kar (Old Name) To
Ashim Kumar Kar (New Name) And
Henceforth I Shall Be Known As Ashim
Kumar Kar (New Name) In All Purpose,
Vide Affidavit No.21163 Sworn Before
The Notary Public At Barasat Dist.
North 24 Parganas On 10/06/2026.
Ashim Kumar Kar (New Name) And
Ashim Kar (Old Name) Both Are Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sk Omar Ali (Old Name), Son Of
Sekh Osman Ali, Resident Of Vill + Po-
Ayma Paharpur, Hooghly- 712401,
West Bengal Do Hereby Declare That
I Have Changed My Name From Sk
Omar Ali (Old Name) To Sekh Omar
Ali (New Name) And Henceforth I
Shall Be Known As Sekh Omar Ali
(New Name ) In All Purpose, Vide Af-
fidavit  Sworn Before The Notary Pub-
lic At Kolkata On 17/06/2026.Sekh
Omar Ali (New Name) And Sk Omar
Ali (Old Name) Both Are Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Narendar Kumar Gourisaria & Naren-
dra Gourisaria, Narendar Gourisaria
(Old Name), Son Of Rampratap Gouris-
aria, Resident Of 41,Jelia Para Lane
Salkia, Howrah-711106, West Bengal
Do Hereby Declare That I Have
Changed My Name From Narendar
Kumar Gourisaria & Narendra Gouris-
aria,Narendar Gourisaria (Old Name)
To Narendra Kumar Gourisaria (New
Name) And Henceforth I Shall Be
Known As Narendra Kumar Gourisaria
(New Name ) In All Purpose,Vide Affi-
davit No 10 Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 17/06/2026.
Narendra Kumar Gourisaria(New
Name) And Narendar Kumar Gourisaria
& Narendra Gourisaria, Narendar
Gourisaria (Old Name) Both Are Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Hasmati Khaton (Old Name), Wife Of
Manawar Hussain, Resident Of 1a,Is-
mail Street, Kolkata- 700014, West
Bengal Do Hereby Declare That I Have
Changed My Name From Hasmati
Khaton (Old Name) To Hashmati Kha-
toon (New Name) And Henceforth I
Shall Be Known As Hashmati Khatoon
(New Name ) In All Purpose, Vide Affi-
davit No 12 Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 17/06/2026.
Hashmati Khatoon (New Name) And
Hasmati Khaton (Old Name) Both Are
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Soma Datta (old name), W/o. Sanjoy
Kumar Dutta, D/o. Swapan Dutta, R/o.
Jirat Neplar Math, Jirat, Balagarh,
Hooghly-712501, W.B., present ad-
dress Ahamadpur, Patuligram, Bala-
garh, Hooghly-712501, W.B., do
hereby declare that I have changed my
name from Soma Datta to Soma Dutta
(New Name) and henceforth I shall be
known as Soma Dutta in all purpose,
vide an affidavit no. 2409 dated
17.06.2026, sworn before Notary
Public, Sadar, Hooghly Court. I, Soma
Dutta & Soma Datta W/o. Sanjoy
Kumar Dutta, D/o. Swapan Dutta both
are the same & one identical person.

Name Change
I, Nripendra Chandra Das (Old Name)
S/o Debendra Chandra Das Residing
at F/18, Bapuji  Nagar, P.o - Regent Es-
tate, P.s - Jadavpur, District - Kolkata,
Pin - 700092, West Bengal, India, do
hereby declare that I have Changed my
name from Nripendra Chandra Das
(Old Name) to Nripen Chandra Das
(New Name) and henceforth I shall be
known as Nripen Chandra Das (New
Name) in all purpose, vide affidavit no
425/2026 Sworn before the Notary
public at Kolkata on Dated 16-06-
2026. Nripen Chandra Das (New
Name) and Nripendra Chandra Das
(Old Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Suchitra Adhikary Sarkar, Suchitra
Adhikari Sarkar (Old Name) W/o Mrinal
Kanti Sarkar Residing at  Betpul South,
P.o- Maslandapur, P.s- Gobardanga,
District- North 24 Parganas, Pin-
743289, West Bengal, India, do hereby
declare that I have Changed my name
from Suchitra Adhikary Sarkar, Suchi-
tra Adhikari Sarkar (Old Name) to Su-
chitra Adhikary (New Name) and
henceforth I shall be known as Suchitra
Adhikary (New Name) in all purpose,
vide affidavit Sworn before the Notary
public at Kolkata on Dated 17-06-
2026. Suchitra Adhikary (New Name)
Suchitra Adhikary Sarkar, Suchitra Ad-
hikari Sarkar (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Manoj Jha (Old Name) S/o Surya-
narayan Jha Residing at 259, Ward 02,
Kanhauli, P.o+P.s- Jhanjharpur, Dis-
trict- Madhubani, Bihar- 847404, Bihar,
India, do hereby declare that I have
Changed my name from Manoj Jha
(Old Name) to Manoj Kumar Jha (New
Name) and henceforth I shall be known
as Manoj Kumar Jha (New Name) in all
purpose, vide affidavit Sworn before
the Notary public at Kolkata on Dated
17-06-2026. Manoj Kumar Jha (New
Name) Manoj Jha (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Joydab Sarkar (Old Name) S/o Shanti
Sarkar  Residing at Janglitala Lane, Kr-
ishnanagar, Sadar, District - Nadia, Pin-
741103, West Bengal, India, do hereby
declare that I have Changed my name
from Joydab Sarkar (Old Name) to
Joydeb Sarkar (New Name) and
henceforth I shall be known as Joydeb
Sarkar (New Name) in all purpose, vide
affidavit no 40/2026 Sworn before the
Notary public at Kolkata on Dated 17-
06-2026. Joydeb Sarkar (New Name)
and Joydab Sarkar (Old Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sk Kurban Ali (Old Name) S/o Harun
Rasid Mondal Residing at Vill -  Bhaira,
P.o - Beloon, P.s -  Pandua, District -
Hooghly, Pin - 712149, West Bengal,
India, do hereby declare that I have
Changed my name from Sk Kurban Ali
(Old Name) to Kurban Ali (New Name)
and henceforth I shall be known as
Kurban Ali (New Name) in all purpose,
vide affidavit no 42/2026 Sworn before
the Notary public at Kolkata on Dated
17-06-2026. Kurban Ali (New Name)
and Sk Kurban Ali (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, MD ANAYAT KARIM  S/o. MD
NAUSHAD ALAM aged about 28 yrs.,
resident of Z-3/238/127, Bagdi Para
Road, Waris Nagar, P.O; Badartala,
P.S; Nadial, Kolkata 700044 do hereby
solemnly affirm and declare that MD
FAZAL KARIM is my biological son.
His actual name is MD FAZAL KARIM
which is wrongly recorded MD FAJAL
KARIM in his Birth Certificate vide
Registration no.B-2021 : 19 -90165 -
001383, issued by Government of
West Bengal (Department of Health
and Family Welfare ) SSKM Hospi-
tal.By an affidavit no.49578
dtd.08.06.2026 before the 1st Class
Judicial Magistrate at Alipore 24 Par-
gana(S) that MD FAZAL KARIM and
MD FAJAL KARIM is the same and
one identical person.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The city of Kolkata recently
hosted a mind blowing art ex-
hibition and handicrafts made
by differently-abled or spe-
cially-abled children. 101 chil-
dren participated in this said
exhibition organized by TSW
Trust at iconic Charubasana
in south Kolkata. The partici-
pants go through different
therapies via which they
adapt social and behavioral
challenges. The organizers
said that they expect that the
new government in West Ben-
gal will take adequate meas-
ures for the welfare of
differently-abled or specially-
abled children in the state. 

MI News Service, Srinagar:
The Srinagar International
Airport will remain closed
for all flight operations
from October 1 to October
15 for critical runway
maintenance and repair
work, a move that has
sparked concerns among
tourism and hospitality
stakeholders over its poten-
tial impact during the peak
Durga Puja travel season.

The planned two-week
shutdown is expected to af-
fect Jammu and Kashmir's
tourism industry, which
typically sees a large influx
of visitors from West Ben-
gal during the festive pe-
riod. Travel operators fear
the closure could trigger
widespread trip cancella-
tions and significant finan-
cial losses.

Airport officials said a
phased maintenance
schedule will begin in July,
with flight operations sus-
pended for two days every
week before the complete

shutdown in October.
The runway repairs are

essential for operational
safety, the officials said.
They added that flight re-
strictions have already
been in force since April 6
following a Notice to Air-
men (NOTAM) issued by the
Indian Air Force.

The ongoing engineer-
ing work has substantially
reduced the airport's oper-
ating hours. Flights cur-
rently operate only
between 8 am and 5 pm,
compared with the earlier
schedule that extended
from 7 am to 10 pm.

With the October clo-
sure approaching, stake-
holders in the travel and
hospitality sectors are urg-
ing authorities to recon-
sider the timing, arguing
that disruption of air con-
nectivity during one of the
busiest domestic tourism
periods of the year could
severely impact the local
economy.

SRINAGAR AIRPORT to shut from Oct 1

MI News Service, New Delhi: The Unique Identification
Authority of India (UIDAI) has reportedly extended the
deadline for free online Aadhaar document updates
through the myAadhaar portal till June 14, 2027, giving
Aadhaar holders another year to update their proof of
identity and address documents without paying any fee.

The free update service, which was earlier scheduled
to end in June 2026, will continue to remain available
only on the myAadhaar portal, UIDAI said in a statement.

“It has been decided to extend the facility for one
more year, i.e., from June 15, 2026, to June 14, 2027. Ac-
cordingly, the facility for document update shall continue
to be free of cost till June 14, 2027,” the authority said.

UIDAI has been urging Aadhaar holders, particularly
those who enrolled several years ago and have not up-
dated their documents recently, to upload fresh proof of
identity and address documents to help maintain accu-
racy in the Aadhaar database.

The authority also announced that the existing
mAadhaar app will soon be discontinued. In a post on X,
UIDAI said users can shift to the new Aadhaar app, which
comes with features such as secure QR code-based Aad-
haar sharing, improved privacy controls and easier ac-
cess to Aadhaar-related services.

How to update Aadhaar documents online
Aadhaar holders can update their documents online

through the myAadhaar portal by following these steps:
1. Visit the myAadhaar portal and log in using your

Aadhaar number and OTP sent to the registered mobile
number.

2. Verify the identity and address details displayed in
the profile section.

3. If the details are correct, confirm the information
and proceed.

4. Select the proof of identity document from the
drop-down menu and upload the file in JPEG, PNG or
PDF format with a size below 2 MB.

5. Upload the proof of address document in the pre-
scribed format.

6. Submit the request and save the Update Request
Number (URN) for future tracking.

Updates that require physical verification
UIDAI said certain Aadhaar-related changes cannot

be completed online and require a visit to an Aadhaar
Enrolment Centre.

Biometric details such as fingerprints, iris scans and
photographs must be updated physically. Similarly,
changes related to name, gender, mobile number and
date of birth also require in-person verification at an en-
rolment centre.

UIDAI extends free Aadhaar docu updt till June 2027

Kolkata hosts art exhibi-
tion of special children

LGBTQIA+ criticizes
centre’s transgender policy
MI News Service, Kolkata:
The transgender community
in Kolkata has once again
registered their protest to
the way the central govern-
ment is dealing with the
transgender. In a recent
seminar at Kolkata, the rep-
resentatives of the commu-
nity expressed their anguish,
experience and also pride
for being from the commu-
nity itself. The seminar was
organized by Annantaa as a
part of pride month.



For TV, Epaper & News visit: www.live7tv.com

05

Nation
Kolkata, Thursday

18 June 2026

West Bengal Finance Minister Dr. Swapan Dasgupta met
NITI Aayog Vice Chairman Dr. Ashok Lahiri to discuss a key
part of his pre-budget consultations, focusing on develop-
ment strategies and potential growth opportunities for West
Bengal ahead of the upcoming state budget. The meeting
was held in New Delhi on Wednesday.

MI News Service,
Kolkata: Indian Railways
has approved a �405 crore
project to upgrade sig-
nalling infrastructure on
the Eastern Railway, the
ministry said on Wednes-
day. The scheme will re-
place ageing relay-based
interlocking systems with
Electronic Interlocking (EI)
at 32 locations — 25 Panel
Interlocking/Route Relay
Interlocking (PI/RRI) sta-
tions and seven Intermedi-
ate Block Signalling (IBS)
sites — on High Density
Network (HDN) and Highly
Utilised Network (HUN)
routes. The move forms
part of a nationwide push
to modernise signalling on
critical corridors to boost
reliability, safety and oper-
ational performance across

the rail network. Existing
relay installations on the
targeted routes suffer from
operational constraints
linked to ageing hardware,
including non-segregated
wiring, obsolete power-
supply arrangements and
inadequate earthing.
These deficiencies have in-
creased maintenance bur-
dens and heightened the
risk of signalling failures,
officials said. Replacing
legacy relay technology
with Electronic Interlock-
ing will, authorities expect,
markedly reduce the inci-
dence of faults, improve
system availability and
speed up fault restoration.
EI uses digital control logic
to manage train move-
ments with greater preci-
sion, offering faster fault

detection and higher oper-
ational reliability com-
pared with conventional
relay systems. The project
is also designed to
future�proof the corridor.
Modern signalling infra-
structure will support the
deployment of advanced
systems such as Kavach,
Automatic Block Signalling
and Centralised Traffic
Control, enabling higher
capacity and safer opera-
tions on some of the coun-
try’s busiest freight and
passenger routes.Railway
officials said the approval
underlines Indian Rail-
ways’ continued focus on
upgrading critical assets to
enhance service depend-
ability and safety for pas-
sengers and goods
movement. 

Rails Go Digital: �405 Cr Signalling 
Upgrade Approved for Eastern Railway

MI News Service, Kolkata: Indian Railways
has approved the reconstruction of Road
Over Bridge No. 103�C, popularly known as
Shastriya Bridge, at Indore Yard at an esti-
mated cost of �139 crore, officials said on
Wednesday. The project is part of the rail-
ways’ ongoing programme to modernise
road over bridges (ROBs), road under
bridges (RUBs) and related infrastructure
to improve urban mobility and safety at
railway crossings. The approved scheme
provides for a modern four�lane ROB with
a 72�metre camel�back superstructure sup-
ported on prestressed concrete (PSC) gird-
ers and a full viaduct arrangement. To
facilitate local traffic and maintenance,
6�metre�wide service roads will be provided
on both sides beneath the bridge, enhanc-

ing traffic circulation and access. Compre-
hensive utility shifting and upgrades form
a key component of the work. The project
includes relocation and renewal of existing
sewer lines to ensure uninterrupted
drainage, and the shifting and modernisa-
tion of electrical infrastructure including
new poles and lighting systems to integrate
public utilities with the revamped road
structure. Railway and civic officials said
the new bridge will ease congestion in In-
dore by removing a longstanding choke
point, improving connectivity between city
sectors and supporting the area’s growing
traffic demands. The ROB is also expected
to reduce delays at the rail�road interface
and enhance safety for motorists, pedestri-
ans and railway operations. 

139 Cr Upgrade: Shastriya Bridge Set to Transform Indore Traffic Flow

MI News Service,
Bhubaneswar: East Coast
Railway on Wednesday an-
nounced a series of tempo-
rary train alterations at
Puri station to facilitate
safety�related modernisa-
tion works aimed at im-
proving operational
efficiency and passenger
safety. Railway authorities
said a mix of cancellations,
short�terminations/short�or
iginations and reschedul-
ing will be in effect on
nominated dates to enable
uninterrupted execution of
infrastructure upgrades at
the busy pilgrimage and
tourist hub.

Cancellations - The fol-
lowing services have been
cancelled owing to the
works: 18415 Barbil–Puri
Express (journey com-
mencing from Barbil on 19
June 2026). 18416 Puri–
Barbil Express (journey
commencing from Puri on
18 June 2026).
18413/18414 Puri–Pa-
radeep–Puri Intercity Ex-
press (journeys
commencing on 18 and 19
June 2026).

Short �termination and
Short �origination

Several trains will be
short �terminated or short
�originated at Khurda
Road instead of Puri on
specified dates: 68421
Angul–Puri MEMU will be
short �terminated at
Khurda Road (18–19 June
2026). 68422 Puri –Angul
MEMU will originate from
Khurda Road (18–19 June
2026). 12821 Shalimar–
Puri Express will be short
�terminated at Khurda
Road (18–19 June 2026).

12822 Puri–Shalimar Ex-
press will originate from
Khurda Road (19–20 June
2026). Rescheduling A
number of long�distance
services departing from
Puri have been resched-
uled on nominated dates to
accommodate the works:
20861 Puri –Ahmedabad
Express, originally sched-
uled to depart Puri at
19:10 hrs on 17 June 2026,
will now leave at 23:30 hrs
on the same day. 18452
Puri–Hatia Tapaswini Ex-
press, due to depart Puri at
20:00 hrs on 18 June 2026,
will now depart at 00:45
hrs on 19 June 2026.
12801 Puri –Anand Vihar
Terminal Purushottam Ex-
press, scheduled at 21:55
hrs on 18 June 2026, will
now depart at 00:15 hrs on
19 June 2026. 18477 Puri–
Yog Nagari Rishikesh
Utkal Express, scheduled
at 20:45 hrs on 18 June
2026, will now depart at
01:00 hrs on 19 June
2026. Advisory to Passen-
gers Officials urged pas-
sengers to note the
temporary changes and
make travel plans accord-
ingly. Those affected were
advised to check the Na-
tional Train Enquiry Sys-
tem (NTES), official
railway websites or con-
tact enquiry counters for
latest running status, re-
vised timings and alterna-
tive arrangements. East
Coast Railway said the
measures are temporary
and necessary to ensure
the safety and reliability of
train operations at Puri
once the modernisation
works are complete.

Puri Update: Train Services Regulated
for Safety Upgrades at Station

MI News Service, Kolkata: In-
dian Railways on Wednesday
sanctioned the doubling of the
49�km Adipur–Bhuj section of
Western Railway at an esti-
mated cost of �493 crore, offi-
cials said. The move forms part
of the railways’ wider pro-
gramme of capacity augmenta-
tion through doubling, tripling
and network enhancement
works aimed at meeting rising
passenger and freight demand.
The single�line Adipur–Bhuj
stretch, located on the Gand-
hidham–Naliya corridor, is
strategically important for
connectivity in the Kutch re-
gion. Railway authorities said
the decision follows a cluster
of ongoing projects in the area
— including Bhuj–Naliya
gauge conversion and new
lines linking Naliya–Jakhau,
Vayor–Lakhpat and Deshal-
par–Luna — that are ex-
pected to drive a sharp
increase in traffic through the
corridor. Doubling the section
will substantially enhance line

capacity and operational flexi-
bility. Officials projected the up-
grade would allow the
operation of two additional
passenger services in each di-
rection daily, improving travel
convenience and frequency for
commuters. On the freight
front, the doubled line is fore-
cast to handle an incremental
12 Million Tonnes Per Annum
(MTPA), strengthening logistics
links for industry and ports in
western Gujarat. 

Rail Growth in Kutch: �493 Cr Project to 
Unlock Freight and Passenger Flow

MI News Service, Bhuj: Indian
Railways has sanctioned the
doubling of the 49�km Adipur–
Bhuj section of Western Rail-
way at an estimated cost of
�493 crore, officials said on
Wednesday. The project forms
part of the railways’ ongoing
capacity�augmentation pro-
gramme that includes dou-
bling, tripling and other
network enhancement works
intended to meet rising pas-
senger and freight demand.
The single�line Adipur–Bhuj
stretch on the Gandhidham–
Naliya corridor is strategically
important for connectivity in
the Kutch region. Railway au-
thorities said recent and ongo-
ing projects — including the
Bhuj–Naliya gauge conversion,
the Naliya–Vayor extension
and new links such as Naliya–
Jakhau, Vayor–Lakhpat and
Deshalpar–Luna — are ex-
pected to drive a significant
rise in traffic through the cor-
ridor, prompting the need for

additional line capacity. Dou-
bling the section will improve
operational flexibility and re-
duce bottlenecks caused by
single�line working. Officials
estimate the upgraded route
will permit two additional pas-
senger services in each direc-
tion daily, enhancing
frequency and convenience for
commuters. On the freight
side, the doubled track is pro-
jected to handle an incremen-
tal 12 Million Tonnes Per
Annum (MTPA), strengthening
logistics links for industry and
ports in western Gujarat. Ca-
pacity utilisation on the route
is forecast to climb to 123% by
2029–30 if no augmentation is
carried out, underscoring the
urgency of the project, railway
sources said. The doubling
scheme is expected to decon-
gest the corridor, cut delays
from crossing and overtaking
constraints, and improve
punctuality and reliability of
train operations.

Kutch Rail Push: �493 Cr Sanctioned
for Line Doubling and Logistics Lift

MI News Service, Ranchi: In an attempt to damage the RSS
office in Ranchi, petrol bombs were hurled on its premises
by two unidentified persons early in the morning on
Wednesday. According to the police, two miscreants tried
to throw petrol-filled sauce bottles into the RSS office
premises late Tuesday night. However, both bottles fell just
before reaching the boundary wall. The RSS office sus-
tained no damage in the incident. Meanwhile, Ranchi po-
lice have launched a search for the attackers involved in
the incident. Ranchi City SP Paras Rana said that an inves-
tigation has been initiated in this regard and process of
identifying the miscreants has been started.

RANCHI: Petrol bombs hurled over RSS office
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LOS ANGELES [US] :
Researchers discovered that
a form of fat builds as tissue
ages and can be reversed
with exercise. Researchers
from Amsterdam UMC and
colleagues from Maastricht
UMC+ examined rats and
human tissue before and
after exercise to reach this
conclusion. The findings are
published in the journal
Nature Ageing.

"The idea that we could
reverse aging is something
that was long considered sci-
ence fiction, but these find-
ings do allow us to under-
stand a lot more about the
aging process," says
R i e k e l t H o u t k o o p e r ,
Professor at the laboratory
Genetic Metabolic Diseases
of Amsterdam UMC.
"Everyone says that 'it's just
part of getting older,' but this
doesn't actually have to be
true. By understanding more
about the aging process, we
can also look into new ways
of intervening," says Georges
Janssens, first author of the
paper and assistant profes-
sor at Amsterdam UMC. In
recent years, laboratory
research has shown that we
may be able to counteract
age-related diseases by
intervening in the funda-
mental processes that lead to
ageing. Although science has
increasingly mapped out
how metabolism changes
during aging, large parts
remained uncharted. "We
wanted to add a new chapter
to the atlas. Lipids are an
important part of our diet,
and crucial for the function-
ing of our body cells. Specific

lipids make up the mem-
brane of cells, which ensures
that the inside and outside
remain separate," says
Houtkooper.

In order to add this new
chapter, the research team
investigated how the compo-
sition of fats changes in
mice. They looked at ten dif-
ferent tissues, including
muscles, kidneys, liver and
heart. It was noticed that
one type of lipid, the
bis(monoacylglycero)phos-
phates (or BMPs), were ele-
vated in all tissues from the
older animals. Suggesting an
accumulation of these lipids
during aging. They then
investigated whether this
also happens in humans.
Although it was not possible
to obtain as many different
tissues, the accumulation of
BMP was also visible in mus-
cle biopsies of older people.
Finally, they then completed
more muscle biopsies from
people before and after a
healthy intervention that
included one hour of exer-
cise a day and saw the level
of BMPs decreased in the
active participants. "These
results are an important new
step for our understanding
of the aging process, but
they are certainly not the
final answer. We plan to con-
duct follow-up studies to bet-
ter understand how BMPs
contribute to aging, what are
the consequences of BMP
accumulation on the aging
process, and whether this
can only be influenced by
exercise or are the other
ways to affect BMPs levels,"
concludes Houtkooper.

Study reveals how specific
lipids indicate tissue ageing,
decreases through exercise

MICHIGAN [US] : The most fre-
quent type of pulmonary fibrosis
scarring of the lungs is idiopath-
ic, which means that the cause
is unclear. Researchers are
working quickly to develop
treatments to prevent or reduce
idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis
(IPF) and associated lung disor-
ders, which can cause severe
shortness of breath, dry cough,
and intense exhaustion. The
average survival time after
being diagnosed with IPF is
about three to five years, and
there is no cure. A recent U-M
study conducted by Sean Fortier,
M.D. and Marc Peters-Golden,
M.D. from the Division of
Pulmonary and Critical Care
Medicine at U-M Medical School,
discovered a pathway used dur-
ing normal wound healing that
has the potential to reverse IPF.

Using a mouse model, they
simulated IPF by administering
bleomycin, a chemotherapy
agent that causes cell injury and
confirmed that the resulting
lung scarring resolved itself over
the span of about six weeks.
Because of this, "studying fibro-
sis is kind of tough," said Fortier.
"If we're going to give experi-
mental drugs to try and resolve
fibrosis, we have to do it before
it resolves on its own.
Otherwise, we will not be able to
tell if the resolution was the

action of the drug or natural
repair mechanisms of the body."
However, he said, "there's actu-
ally a lot to learn about how the
mouse gets better on its own. If
we can learn the molecular
mechanisms by which this
occurs, we may uncover new
targets for IPF." The process by
which lung injury either leads to
healing or fibrosis relies in part
on what happens to a cell called
a fibroblast, which forms con-
nective tissue. During injury or
illness, fibroblasts are activated,
becoming myofibroblasts that
form scar tissue by secreting
collagen. When the job is done,
these fibroblasts must be deacti-
vated, or de-differentiated, to go

back to their quiet state or
undergo programmed cell death
and be cleared. "This is the
major distinction between nor-
mal wound healing and fibrosis -
the persistence of activated
myofibroblasts," explained
Fortier. That deactivation is con-
trolled by molecular brakes. The
study examined one of these
brakes, called MKP1 - which the
team found was expressed at
lower levels in fibroblasts from
patients with IPF. By genetically
eliminating MKP1 in fibroblasts
of mice after establishing lung
injury, the team saw that fibrosis
continued uncontrolled.
"Instead of at day 63, seeing that
nice resolution, you still see

fibrosis," said Fortier.
"We argued by contradiction:

when you knock out this brake,
fibrosis that would otherwise
naturally disappear, persists and
therefore MKP1 is necessary for
spontaneous resolution of fibro-
sis." They performed several
additional studies using CRISPR
techniques to demonstrate how
MKP1 applies the brakes, main-
ly by deactivating the enzyme
p38a, which is implicated in a
cell's reaction to stress.
Furthermore, they demonstrat-
ed that neither of the two cur-
rent FDA approved drugs for
lung fibrosis, pirfenidone and
nintedanib, are able to turn off
myofibroblasts. "That's totally in
keeping with the fact that they
do slow the progression, but
they don't halt or reverse dis-
ease," said Fortier. Fortier
hopes the discovery that this
pathway reverses fibrosis leads
to exploration of additional
brakes on fibrosis. "So much
work on fibrosis has focused on
how we can prevent it, but when
a patient presents to my clinic
with a dry cough, shortness of
breath, and low oxygen as a
result of underlying IPF, the
scarring is already present. Of
course, we'd love a way to pre-
vent the scarring from getting
worse, but the Holy Grail is to
reverse it." 

Researchers find ways to prevent
idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis

LOS ANGELES [US] : Bariatric surgery is
more beneficial than blood pressure med-
ication in lowering hypertension rates, or
high blood pressure, in persons who are
obese and have uncontrolled high blood
pressure, according to a study published in
the Journal of the American College of
Cardiology.

People who had bariatric surgery had a
lower BMI and were on fewer drugs after
five years while maintaining normal blood
pressure levels than those who solely used
antihypertensive medications.

According to the CDC, the U.S. obesity
and hypertension rates in adults are 41.9
per cent and 45.4 per cent, respectively.

Obesity is a proven risk factor for cardio-
vascular disease and a key contributor to
high blood pressure, both of which can
increase the chance of a heart attack,
stroke, and heart failure.

"In clinical practice, obesity is an over-
looked condition. As a consequence, there
is a frequent failure in approaching obesity
as a crucial step for mitigating the risk of
important cardiovascular risk factors
including hypertension," said Carlos
Aurelio Schiavon, MD, FACS, lead author of
the study and a surgeon specializing in
bariatric surgery at Heart Hospital and BP
Hospital in Sao Paulo.

Researchers in this study looked at the
impact of treating obesity to lower high

blood pressure. While there are new med-
ications to treat obesity, long-term adher-
ence to medication can be challenging.

This study looks at bariatric surgery as a
better long-term solution to control obesity
and, as a result, high blood pressure.

The GATEWAY trial included 100 people
(76 per cent of which were female) who had
a body mass index (BMI) of around 36.9
kg/m2. All participants had hypertension
and were using at least two medications.
People with previous cardiovascular events

and poorly controlled Type 2 diabetes were
excluded. Subjects were assigned to either
Roux-en-Y gastric bypass with medical
therapy or medial therapy alone and the
primary outcome was reduction of at least
30 per cent antihypertensive medications
while maintaining blood pressure levels less
than 140/90 mmHg at five years. At five
years, BMI was 28.01 Kg/m2 for those who
received bariatric surgery and 36.40 Kg/m2
for those on medical therapy alone. People
who had bariatric surgery had an 80.7 per

cent reduction in the number of medica-
tions they were taking compared to a 13.7
per cent reduction in those only using med-
ical therapy.

Hypertension remission, defined as con-
trolled blood pressure without medications,
was 46.9 per cent in those who underwent
bariatric surgery compared to 2.4 per cent
in those on medical therapy alone.

"Our results underscore the importance
of approaching obesity in reducing hyper-
tension rates," Schiavon said.

Limitations of the study included that it
was a single-centre, open-label study with a
small sample size and there was loss of fol-
low-up in some patients.

In an accompanying editorial comment,
Michael Hall, MD, MSc, professor and chair
of the Department of Medicine at the
University of Mississippi Medical Center,
said the study provides important long-term
data on the benefits of gastric bypass on
weight loss and blood pressure control, but
questions remain.

"Further studies assessing the threshold
for bariatric surgery in people with obesity,
optimal timing of bariatric surgery in obese
people with cardiometabolic diseases, type
of bariatric surgery and comparative stud-
ies of obesity pharmacotherapies and
bariatric surgery are needed to clarify the
optimal treatment pathways for this com-
mon and growing disease," he said. 

ZURICH [SWITZERLAND]
: Chronic stress has a wide-
ranging impact on our bod-
ies. Many stress-related
mental disorders, including
depression, are associated
with immune system
abnormalities. However,
the basic mechanisms dic-
tating how these changes
affect the brain are largely
unknown.

Enzyme from immune
cells in the blood affects
nerves in the brain

An international
research team led by the
University of Zurich (UZH),
and the University Hospital
of Psychiatry Zurich (PUK)
and the Icahn School of
Medicine at Mount Sinai,
New York, has now uncov-
ered a novel mechanism.
"We were able to show that
stress increases the
amount of the matrix met-
alloproteinase-8 (MMP-8),
an enzyme in the blood of
mice. The same changes
were found in patients with
depression," says first
author FlurinCathomas.
MMP-8 travels from the
blood to the brain, where it
alters the functioning of
certain neurons. In the
affected mice, this leads to
behavioral changes: they
withdraw and avoid social
contact.

Potential for new treat-
ments for depression

According to Cathomas,
the findings are novel in

two respects: "Firstly, they
indicate a new 'body-mind
mechanism', which might
be relevant not only for
stress-related mental ill-
ness, but also for other dis-
eases that affect both the
immune and nervous sys-
tems." And secondly, says
the psychiatrist, identifica-
tion of the specific MMP-8
protein could be a potential
starting point to develop
new treatments for depres-
sion.

Changes to brain extra-
cellular matrix

The researchers were
able to use animal models
to show that stress increas-
es the migration of a spe-
cific type of white blood
cells called monocytes into
the vascular system of the

brain, particularly into the
reward center regions.
These monocytes produce
MMP-8. MMP-8 is involved
in the restructuring and
regulation of the net-like
frame that surrounds neu-
rons in the brain - called
the extracellular matrix. "If
MMP-8 penetrates the
brain tissue from the
blood, it changes the
matrix structure and thus
disrupts the functioning
of the neurons. Mice who
are affected by this
process display changes
in behavior that are simi-
lar to those seen in
humans with depres-
sion," says
FlurinCathomas. In order
to prove that MMP-8 was
really responsible for the

behavioural changes, the
researchers removed the
MMP-8 gene from some
of the mice. Compared to
the control mice, these
animals did not display
stress-related negative
behavioral changes.
"Blood analyses of
patients with depression
indicate that the findings
from the mouse models
are also relevant for
humans: both the mono-
cytes and MMP-8 were
increased in the blood of
people with depression in
comparison to healthy
participants."

Clinical studies with
patients planned

Many more studies are
needed before the results
can be implemented in
clinical practice.
Nevertheless, says
Cathomas, "our work
once again demonstrates
the importance of the
interaction between the
immune system and the
brain in the development
of psychiatric disorders.
These insights are
already being incorporat-
ed into psychiatric treat-
ment today." On the
PUK's special ward for
integrative care led by
Cathomas, the clinicians
take a holistic mind-body
approach based on the
latest scientific findings
when treating their
patients.

WASHINGTON DC [US] :
According to a study published in
the journal Environmental
International, pregnant women
should think twice before eating a
cheeseburger or a boxed pastry.
Surprisingly, the report focuses
not on the food itself, such as
fries, burgers, shakes, and cakes,
but on what comes into contact
with the meal before it is con-
sumed.

Research shows that phtha-
lates, a class of chemicals associ-
ated with plastics, can shed from
the wrapping, packaging and
even from plastic gloves worn by
food handlers into food. Once con-
sumed during pregnancy, the
chemicals can get into the blood-
stream, through the placenta and
then into the fetal bloodstream.

The chemical can cause oxida-
tive stress and an inflammatory
cascade within the fetus,
researchers noted. Previous liter-
ature has indicated that exposure
to phthalates during pregnancy
can increase the risk of low birth
weight, preterm birth and child
mental health disorders such as
autism and ADHD.

This is the first study in preg-
nant women to show that diets
higher in ultraprocessed foods are
linked to greater phthalate expo-
sures, the authors wrote.

"When moms are exposed to
this chemical, it can cross the pla-
centa and go into fetal circula-
tion," said senior author Dr.
SheelaSathyanarayana, a UW
Medicine paediatrician and
researcher at the Seattle
Children's Research Institute.

This analysis involved data in
the Conditions Affecting
Neurocognitive Development and
Learning in Early Childhood
(CANDLE) research cohort, which
comprised 1,031 pregnant indi-
viduals in Memphis, Tenn., who
were enrolled between 2006 and
2011. Phthalate levels were
measured in urine samples col-
lected from during the second
trimester of pregnancy. The
researchers found that ultra-
processed food composed 10% to
60% of participants' diets, or
38.6%, on average. Each 10%
higher dietary proportion of ultra-
processed food was associated
with 13% higher concentration of
di(2-ethylhexyl) phthalate, one of
the most common and harmful
phthalates. The phthalate

amounts were derived through
urine samples taken from the
women in the study.

Ultraprocessed foods, accord-
ing to the researchers, are made
mostly from substances extracted
from foods such as oils, sugar and
starch, but have been so changed
from processing and the addition
of chemicals and preservatives to
enhance their appearance or shelf
life that they are hard to recog-
nize from their original form,
researchers noted. These include
packaged cake mixes, for exam-
ple, or packaged french fries,
hamburger buns and soft drinks.

When it comes to fast food,
gloves worn by the employees and
the storage, preparation, serving
equipment or tools may be the
main sources of exposure. Both
frozen and fresh ingredients
would be subject to these sources,
said lead author Brennan Baker, a
postdoctoral researcher in
Sathyanarayana's lab.

This is the first study,
researchers say, to identify ultra-
processed foods as a link between
exposure to phthalates and the
socio-economics issues facing the
mothers. The mothers' vulnera-
bility might stem from experienc-
ing financial hardships and from
living in "food deserts" where
healthier, fresh foods are harder
to obtain and transportation to
distant markets is unrealistic.

"We don't blame the pregnant
person here," said Baker. "We
need to call out manufacturers
and legislators to offer replace-
ments, and ones that may not be
even more harmful."

More legislation is needed, the
authors said, to prevent phthalate
contamination in foods by regu-
lating the composition of food
wrapping or even the gloves that
food handlers may use. What
should pregnant women do now?
Sathyanarayana said that preg-
nant women should try to avoid
ultraprocessed food as much as
they can, and seek out fruits, veg-
etables and lean meats. Reading
labels can come into play here,
she added.

"Look for the lower number of
ingredients and make sure you
can understand the ingredients,"
she said. This applies even to
"healthy foods" such as breakfast
bars. See if it's sweetened with
dates or has a litany of fats and
sugars in it, she said. 

WASHINGTON DC [US] : Researchers at the University of
Queensland have demonstrated the vital role that saturated
fatty acids play in the brain's storage of memories.

A new cure for neurodegenerative illnesses may now be
possible, thanks to research conducted by Dr Isaac Akefe of the
Queensland Brain Institute at the University of Queensland. He
has also discovered the genes that underlie the process of
memory creation. The findings were published in the EMBO
Journal. "We've shown previously that levels of saturated fatty
acids increase in the brain during neuronal communication,
but we didn't know what was causing these changes," DrAkefe
said. "Now for the first time, we've identified alterations in the
brain's fatty acid landscape when the neurons encode a mem-
ory. "An enzyme called Phospholipase A1 (PLA1) interacts with
another protein at the synapse called STXBP1 to form saturat-
ed fatty acids." The brain is the body's fattiest organ, with fatty
compounds called lipids making up 60 per cent of its weight.
Fatty acids are the building blocks of a class of lipids called
phospholipids. The work done in Professor Frederic Meunier's
laboratory has shown that STXBP1 controls the targeting of the
PLA1 enzyme, coordinating the release of fatty acids and
directing communication at the synapses in the brain. "Human
mutations in the PLA1 and STXBP1 genes reduce free fatty
acid levels and promote neurological disorders," Professor
Meunier said.

Study suggests weight loss surgery can be more
successful in controlling hypertension rates

Study shows stress affects brain,
psyche via immune system

Pregnant women
should try to avoid
ultraprocessed, fast
foods: Study

Researchers find how fatty acids
plays key role in creating memories

Mumbai : Fathers are often seen as protectors, but
their role goes far beyond shielding their children
from challenges. In their intent to protect, fathers
today often create carefully curated environments
for their children-structured routines and filtered
experiences. While this stems from deep love and
care, it can sometimes limit the very experiences
that help children build resilience, and confidence.
Building on this evolving expression of fatherhood,
SBI Life Insurance released a new DVC under its
long-standing #PapaHainNa digital property, cap-
turing how a father's love is not just about keeping
his child safe, but also about giving them the free-
dom to experience, learn, stumble, and grow. The
new digital film explores this reality through the
story of a father who discovers that preparing a
child for the future is not only about shielding them
from every challenge,butabout empowering them
to navigate life on their own - letting them fall so
they can learn to rise, confidently.  Set against the
scenic backdrop, the film follows a family vacation
where an unexpected bus breakdown creates an
opportunity for a young boy to step away from his
screen and engage with the world around him. As
he interacts with local children, embraces new
experiences and learns from a small setback, the
father witnesses an important truth unfold before
him: growth comes not from avoiding every fall,
but from having the confidence to rise after one.
Watching his child explore, take risks and learn
through experience, the father comes to realise
that true protection is not about controlling every
outcome. Instead, it lies in creating a sense of secu-
rity that allows a child to step forward with confi-
dence, curiosity and courage. The film reflects the
evolving role of today's fathers, who balance pro-
tection with independence, care with courage, and
guidance with trust, knowing that when papa ki
planning hopakki, toh life mein guaranteed bene-
fits pakke.

This Father's Day, SBI
Life's #PapaHainNa

acknowledges fathers 
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MI News Service, Tehran: Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi has declared that
any future Israeli attacks on Lebanon or con-
tinued occupation of recently seized territories
would violate the upcoming memorandum of
understanding (MoU) between Iran and the
United States.

Speaking to foreign diplomats in Tehran
on Tuesday, Araghchi emphasized that the
most critical element of the MoU is an imme-
diate and permanent end to hostilities on all
fronts, explicitly including Lebanon. He
stressed that ending Israeli aggression against
Lebanon is inseparable from the broader
ceasefire with Iran.

Araghchi clarified Tehran’s position that
the agreement involves the United States and
Israel on one side, and Iran and Hezbollah on
the other. “The end of the war in Lebanon is
an inseparable part of the complete end of the
war,” he said. He further stated that true ter-
mination of the conflict requires full Israeli
withdrawal from territories occupied during
the recent escalation in Lebanon.

The latest round of hostilities began on
February 28 when the US and Israel launched
aggression against Iran, coinciding with inten-
sified Israeli strikes on Lebanon in violation of
existing ceasefires. Iran responded with retal-
iatory operations until the fighting subsided
on April 7.

On Sunday, Iran’s Foreign Ministry an-
nounced the MoU had been finalized for for-
mal signing in Switzerland on Friday.
Araghchi noted the war was declared over on
Monday morning, Tehran time, though the
agreement takes full effect upon signing. A
new round of negotiations between Iran and
the US is expected to begin the same day.

The talks have been divided into phases
due to the complexities arising from the con-
flict. The first phase, addressed in the MoU,
covered ending the war, securing the Strait of
Hormuz, lifting the US naval blockade, releas-
ing frozen Iranian assets, and reconstruction
matters. The second phase, spanning 60 days,
will tackle nuclear issues and the lifting of
sanctions to reach a comprehensive final
agreement.

Araghchi thanked Pakistan for its con-
structive mediation role in facilitating the
process. The developments mark a significant
step toward de-escalation and regional stabil-
ity, with both sides committing to comprehen-
sive peace across interconnected fronts.

MI News Service, Islamabad:
Pakistan is facilitating the
repatriation of 30 Iranian na-
tionals, including fishermen
rescued at sea and crew
members of a vessel inter-
cepted by US authorities.

In a post on X on
Wednesday, June 17, Pak-
istan’s Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Ishaq
Dar said the group comprises
eight Iranian fishermen res-
cued by the British vessel
MMA Valour after their boat
ran aground, and 22 Iranian
crew members from the ves-
sel Lenore/Davina.

Dar said the two groups
are expected to transit
through Karachi in the com-
ing days before returning to
Iran.

He added that Pakistan
is coordinating with Iranian,
US and UK authorities to en-
sure their safe transit and
early return.

“Pakistan remains com-
mitted to humanitarian co-
operation and to extending
every possible assistance to
our Iranian brothers,” Dar
said.

The development comes
as the United States and Iran
are expected to sign a mem-
orandum of understanding
in Switzerland on Friday,
June 19, aimed at ending
months of hostilities and
paving the way for broader
negotiations.

Dar had previously an-
nounced a similar repatria-
tion effort on May 15, when
Pakistan facilitated the re-
turn of 20 Iranian nationals
and 11 Pakistanis who had
been taken into custody at
sea during US operations.
The effort was carried out in
coordination with Singapore,
according to the foreign min-
ister.

Cases involving foreign
nationals at sea are often
handled through coopera-
tion between governments,
maritime authorities and
consular officials. Such ef-
forts typically involve rescue
operations, legal procedures
and arrangements for repa-
triation.

MI News Service,
Jerusalem: Two terrorists
who invaded Israel during
the October 7 onslaught,
one of whom also held
hostages during the war,
were killed in airstrikes over
the weekend, the IDF an-
nounces. One strike in
southern Gaza on Saturday
killed Muhammad al-Nam-
routi, a Hamas platoon
commander who, according
to the IDF, invaded Israeli
territory on October 7,
2023. “Throughout the war,
Namrouti took part in hold-
ing many hostages in the
tunnels in Hamas captivity,”
the military says. Another
strike in central Gaza killed
Muawiya al-Aidi, a platoon
commander in the Palestin-
ian Islamic Jihad, who the
military says raided Kibbutz
Be’eri on October 7.
“Throughout the war and
recently, both terrorists ad-
vanced terror plans against
IDF troops and Israeli citi-
zens, with Aidi taking part
in planting explosive de-
vices,” the IDF says. The
IDF says the two terrorists
“were eliminated in precise
strikes after posing an im-
mediate threat to IDF troops
operating in the Gaza Strip.”

MI News Service, Washington/Toronto: The
2026 FIFA World Cup will inject billions of dol-
lars into host economies, driven by a massive
consumption surge that will benefit sectors as
varied as tourism to retail and athletic wear,
according to analysts.

The iconic tournament, scheduled for June
11 to July 19 and set to be the largest soccer
event ever, could power consumer spending at
a time when broader demand remains fragile.

The first three-nation World Cup (WC) —
spanning the United States, Canada and Mex-
ico — is expected to boost global GDP by
roughly $41 billion, according to FIFA's socioe-
conomic impact analysis, conducted with the
World Trade Organization(WTO).

Here is a look at stocks and sectors that
brokerages expect to benefit from the once-in-
four-years event:

B. Riley estimates a total of 13.1 million vis-
itors to the World Cup, including ticketed and
non-ticketed attendees, generating 21.3 million
room nights booked in hotels across online
travel platforms.

Analysts said US hotel operators Marriott,
Hilton and Hyatt as well as online travel plat-
forms Airbnb, Booking Holdings and Expedia
are poised to benefit from the event. Marriott
sees the World Cup-driven momentum to con-
tinue in the third quarter. Airbnb expects hosts
in the New York-New Jersey area, Boston and
Los Angeles to earn the most during the tour-
nament.

Goldman Sachs believes the WC could be
a 'net positive' for US airlines.

"June is typically a seasonally lower in-
bound leisure and corporate travel period, with
a meaningful amount of peak July/August out-
bound travel season occurring after the WC is
over," Goldman said. A sharp rise in jet fuel
prices due to the war with Iran, however, has
forced US airline operators to hike fares that
are pushing budget-conscious Americans to
delay or cancel summer trips.

More than 1 billion pints of beer will likely
be consumed globally during the season, giving
a 0.3% lift to the industry in terms of volumes,
according to Jefferies. Improvements are ex-
pected in markets such as US, Mexico, Brazil
and China.

"After five successive years of volatility,
beer should be better in 2026," Jefferies ana-
lysts said.

The tournament also sits at a favorable in-
tersection of timing and geography. Roughly
75% of matches will be played in the US while
84% of the matches involving participating
countries are in the beer-drinking-friendly time
zones, the analysts added. Bernstein, Goldman
and Jefferies expect Corona beer-maker An-
heuser-Busch InBev, the official beer sponsor

for the WC, to be the key beneficiary. Heineken,
the world's second-largest brewer, is also ex-
pected to get a boost, helped by its exposure to
Latin America and Europe.

Goldman estimates a surge in merchan-
dise demand from fans to push up sales at
Dick's Sporting Goods and Academy Sports.

Sportswear brands such as Adidas, Puma
and Nike can benefit through increased brand
visibility and marketing exposure during the
World Cup, analysts said.

Goldman noted that Adidas, the official
sponsor of the match ball, has kit sponsorship
deals with several teams, positioning it to ben-
efit from a global exposure during the event.

Citi said traditional grocers such as Albert-
sons and Kroger, along with bigger retailers in-
cluding Walmart and Target, are likely to
benefit from higher household spending during
the WC.

Restaurant demand is also expected to
rise, supported by tourism and group-viewings.
This could lift McDonald's, Domino’s Pizza,
Wingstop and Chipotle, along with food distrib-
utors such as Performance Food Group , US
Foods and Sysco.

"We expect the 2026 men's World Cup to
generate the highest US advertising revenue in
the event's history," Deutsche Bank analysts
said.

Morgan Stanley said the tournament could
generate about $300-$400 million in advertis-
ing revenue for Fox, which holds the English-
language broadcast rights. Deutsche Bank
pointed to Comcast-owned Telemundo, which
has the Spanish-language rights, as another
beneficiary.

Internet companies such as Alphabet's
YouTube and Meta Platforms' Instagram could
get a lift from increased user activity, Citi said.

Deutsche Bank expects online sports-bet-
ting firms Flutter Entertainment and DraftK-
ings to relatively outperform, as World
Cup-driven betting is likely to boost overall wa-
gering volumes.

Macquarie forecast global wagers exceed-
ing $50 billion — nearly $0.5 billion per match
— for the tournament, compared to over $35
billion for the previous edition in 2022.

FOOTBALL WORLD CUP: Earth’s biggest
carnival boosts global business

War will not end without Israel halting Lebanon attacks, occupation: FM Araghchi

IDF: 7 terrorists, one of whom
held ‘many hostages,’ killed

in weekend Gaza strikes
Pakistan facilitates repatri-
ation of 30 Iranian nationals

Large Hebron yeshiva approved for construction, day after 
Smotrich gave Israel more power in flashpoint West Bank city
MI News Service, Jerusalem: The construction of a large
new yeshiva building in the Jewish settlement in Hebron
is approved by the Civil Administration, a department
of the Defense Ministry.

The move comes a day after Finance Minister Beza-
lel Smotrich, who also serves as a minister in the De-
fense Ministry, announced that Israel had removed
zoning, planning and construction authority in the H2
zone of Hebron from the Palestinian Hebron municipal
authority and transferred it to the Civil Administration’s
Higher Planning Council, in apparent violation of the
1997 Hebron agreement with the Palestinians.

The H2 zone includes the Jewish settlement in the
city and the Tomb of the Patriarchs, a holy shrine for
Jews and Muslims.

According to Smotrich, the Higher Planning Council
approved the construction of a 1,000-square-meter
yeshiva building for the Shavei Hebron Yeshiva, which
is currently located in different premises in the settle-
ment near where the new building will be built.

The Higher Planning Council also approves through
different planning stages the construction of 456 new
housing units in the settlement of Mitzpe Yeriho, and
120 in the Elmatan settlement.

“We are continuing to build the Land of Israel on the
ground, and to implement sovereignty in the settlements
in practice,” declares Smotrich.

“Bringing thousands of new residents to Mitzpe Yer-
iho, and constructing a new building for the Shavei He-
bron Yeshiva in the city of the patriarchs, are both
exciting and important. This is a national move that so-
lidifies our hold on the territory, strengthens Israel’s se-
curity, and establishes clear facts that prevent the
establishment of an Arab terrorist state in the heart of
the country.”

As a minister in the Defense Ministry, Smotrich con-
trols the Civil Administration and has driven forward
the approval of tens of thousands of new housing units
in the settlements.

MI News Service, Kolkata: Eastern Rail-
way will mark the 12th International Day
of Yoga on June 21 with large-scale
events across its entire zone, the organi-
sation announced on Wednesday. The na-
tional celebrations — being led by the
Ministry of Ayush and following the Com-
mon Yoga Protocol (CYP) — coincide with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s partici-
pation in nationwide observances.

The Eastern Railway headquarters
will host the main central event, where
General Manager Milind Deouskar is
scheduled to take part. Simultaneous
mass sessions will be organised across all
four divisions — Sealdah, Howrah, Malda
and Asansol — as well as at the railway’s
three major workshops in Liluah,
Kanchrapara and Jamalpur. Divisional
Railway Managers are overseeing prepa-
rations and mobilising staff to ensure
widespread participation. More than
3,000 Eastern Railway employees are ex-
pected to participate in the coordinated
drills, and live yoga demonstrations will
be staged at principal stations throughout
the zone. The demonstrations will be con-
ducted by certified instructors from the
Yoga Certification Board (YCB) to ensure
adherence to the prescribed techniques
and standards. “Yoga is the ultimate jour-

ney of the self, through the self, to the
self,” said Shibram Majhi, Chief Public Re-
lations Officer, Eastern Railway. He added
that the organisation is proud to host the
event, which aims to foster a culture of
health, mindfulness and service among
railway personnel and passengers.

The initiative forms part of a larger
national movement to promote holistic
well�being and strengthen public engage-
ment with yoga as a daily practice.

Eastern Railway Mobilises for Nation-
wide Yoga Day Under CYP Guidelines

MI News Service, Kolkata: The 106th meet-
ing of the Zonal Railway Users’ Consulta-
tive Committee (ZRUCC) for South Eastern
Railway (SER) was held here on Thursday
under the chairmanship of General Man-
ager Anil Kumar Jain, officials said.

The session was attended by 24 com-
mittee members, including Members of
Parliament Pratap Chandra Sarangi and
Bidyut Baran Mahato, alongside other dis-
tinguished representatives. All principal
heads of departments of South Eastern
Railway were present. General Manager
Jain briefed members on recent achieve-
ments and ongoing developmental work
across the zone, citing initiatives to en-
hance passenger amenities, progress on
construction projects, safety improve-
ments, growth in freight loading and sta-
tion redevelopment under the Amrit
Station Scheme. Members welcomed the
developmental measures and offered sug-
gestions to further improve train services
and connectivity. Key demands included
improved punctuality, route extensions, ad-

ditional stoppages, increased train fre-
quency and the construction of new halt
stations. Several members also urged the
provision of enhanced passenger facilities
at stations—such as lifts, escalators, im-
proved toilets, platform sheds and ramps
for differently‑abled passengers. Respond-
ing to the concerns, General Manager Jain
said the suggestions and demands would
be accorded due consideration. He empha-
sised the need for cooperation from com-
mittee members to expedite
implementation of railway projects and
welcomed their continued input on infra-
structure development across the South
Eastern Railway network.

ZRUCC 106: SER Outlines Big Push on
Passenger Amenities and Safety

MI News Service, Kolkata: Rail services on the Katihar–
Sonaili and Katihar–Kuretha sections of the Katihar Di-
vision (Northeast Frontier Railway) will be regulated
between 16 and 19 June 2026 to allow
pre‑interlocking/non‑interlocking works associated with
commissioning of the double line, railway authorities
said on Thursday.

The following train movements will be affected:
13033 Howrah–Katihar Express (journeys commenc-

ing on 17 and 18 June 2026) will be short‑terminated at
Labha station.

13160 Jogbani–Kolkata Express (journeys commenc-
ing on 18 and 19 June 2026) will be short‑originated
from Labha station.

13169 Sealdah–Saharsa Hatey Bazare Express (jour-
ney commencing on 18 June 2026) and 13170 Saharsa–
Sealdah Hatey Bazare Express (journey commencing on
19 June 2026) will be diverted via Katihar–Naugachia–
Saharsa, skipping scheduled stoppages at Purnea, Ban-
mankhi, Murliganj and Daurang Madhepura stations.

Passengers on the affected services have been ad-
vised to check revised timings and train origination/ter-
mination points before travel. The railway has urged
commuters to allow for additional travel time and to con-
tact enquiry counters or visit official railway websites
and helplines for updates and alternative arrangements.

Trains Regulated on NFR for NI Works: 
Key Services Rerouted, Terminated

MI News Service, Kharag-
pur, West Midnapore: The
Railway Protection Force
(RPF) of the Kharagpur Di-
vision on Wednesday ar-
rested two ticket brokers in
separate operations at Pan-
skura and Medinipur as
part of a sustained drive
against illegal railway
e‑ticketing, officials said.

Acting on intelligence from the Railway
Cyber Cell and CCTV surveillance, RPF teams
recovered railway tickets valued at more than
₹17,000, along with mobile phones and cash.
Cases have been registered against both ac-
cused under Section 143 of the Railways Act,
1989, and they were produced before the court.

Operation at Panskura A joint team from
RPF Post Panskura and the Crime Intelligence
Branch (CIB), RPF Kharagpur, summoned
31‑year‑old Subhajit Das of West Medinipur
for verification following cyber intelligence.
Examination of his mobile phone, authorities
said, revealed three active railway e‑tickets
and ten previously used reservation tickets
booked through multiple personal IRCTC IDs.
Das allegedly admitted to operating an illegal
ticket business, using multiple IRCTC accounts
and bank details to buy and sell tickets at
prices higher than official fares. Seized items
included three live e‑tickets, ten used reser-

vation tickets, one Android
mobile phone and ₹510 in
cash. The value of the re-
covered tickets was stated
to be over ₹14,000. A case
was registered and Das
was arrested and produced
before the court. Arrest at
Medinipur PRS Counter: In
a separate operation at the

Medinipur PRS counter, a joint team from RPF
Post Medinipur and CIB Kharagpur, acting on
CCTV footage and corroborating information,
detained 21‑year‑old Sheikh Saniyat Ali of
Keshpur. During questioning, Ali reportedly
admitted to involvement in the illegal pur-
chase and sale of railway reservation tickets.
Officials said they recovered one Tatkal reser-
vation ticket valued at ₹3,880, three filled
reservation application forms and ₹320 in
cash. A case under Section 143 of the Rail-
ways Act was registered; Ali was arrested
and produced before the Judicial Railway
Magistrate’s Court in Kharagpur. RPF
Kharagpur said the crackdown on ticket
black‑marketing and illegal e‑ticketing will
continue to ensure genuine passengers have
access to reservation facilities through autho-
rised channels. Passengers were urged to buy
tickets only via official platforms and to report
incidents of touting or illegal ticket sales to
railway authorities. 

Fair Fares Restored: RPF Kharagpur Cracks Down on Illegal E�Ticketing

MI News Service,
Kolkata: Eastern Railway
has completed extensive
pre‑monsoon works across
the Sealdah and Howrah
divisions aimed at minimis-
ing rain‑related disruptions
and ensuring passenger
safety during the upcoming
monsoon, officials said on
Wednesday.

Under the direction of
General Manager Milind
Deouskar, the zone
adopted an integrated,
multi‑departmental ap-
proach involving engineer-
ing, electrical, signalling
and operations units to
shore up infrastructure
and emergency response
capabilities. The measures
include large‑scale drain
clearance, structural in-
spections, targeted pa-
trolling of vulnerable
locations and stockpiling of
emergency materials.

Drainage and yard
cleaning drives have
reached advanced stages.
In Howrah division,
104,097 metres of track-
sides and cross‑track
drains have been cleared

out of 106,839 metres,
while 16,446.3 metres of
colony drains (98% of
16,761.8 metres) are com-
plete; remaining works are
scheduled for completion
by June 15–20, 2026. Seal-
dah division has completed
a comprehensive yard
cleaning programme and
cleared critical drain out-
lets at high‑risk sites. Per-
manent upgrades,
including construction of
concrete drains where
track circuits were affected
previously, are also under
way. Safety monitoring has
been strengthened through
structural inspections and
real‑time tracking. Howrah
has identified 47 vulnera-
ble bank sites, with pa-
trolling active at nine
locations and contingency
arrangements ready for
the remainder. Sealdah has
activated 24×7 static and
monsoon patrolling charts
to cover all identified
hotspots. Howrah has de-
ployed 10 new Limited
Height Subways (LHS) with
round‑the‑clock patrolmen
and will man an additional

54 LHS in waterlogging‑
prone areas from June 12,
2026, using handheld GPS
devices for monitoring.
Special patrol teams are
also posted at two bridge
construction sites. Sealdah
has arranged dewatering
measures and full manning
of vulnerable LHS and
Road Under Bridges
(RUBs). Station checks and
rectification work are
nearing completion.
Howrah’s inspections cov-
ered 195 stations and
1,493 platform‑shed units;
of 485 structural defects
recorded, 338 have been
rectified and the remaining
147 are due to be com-

pleted by June 30, 2026.
Sealdah conducted joint
pre‑monsoon inspections of
Railway‑Affecting Works
(RAWs) and Railway‑Af-
fecting Tanks (RATs) with
state and district authori-
ties to mitigate external
flooding risks. A large‑scale
tree‑trimming campaign
has been carried out to
protect Overhead Electrifi-
cation (OHE) and maintain
clear sightlines for loco pi-
lots. Howrah has pruned
7,558 of 7,627 identified
trees, with the final 69 due
by June 20, 2026. Sealdah
has completed trimming
along high‑density passen-
ger corridors. Eastern Rail-

way has pre‑positioned
monsoon reserve materi-
als—stone dust, heavy
boulders and ballahs—
both on ground at vulnera-
ble points and on‑wheel in
special wagons for rapid
deployment. Heavy‑duty
emergency dewatering
pumps are in place at
low‑lying sites, subways
and passenger movement
areas. Divisional mini con-
trol rooms will coordinate
engineering, electrical, sig-
nalling and operations
teams for swift joint re-
sponses during extreme
weather. “Our comprehen-
sive pre‑monsoon prepara-
tions reflect Eastern
Railway’s unyielding com-
mitment to passenger
safety and operational con-
tinuity,” said Shibram
Majhi, Chief Public Rela-
tions Officer, Eastern Rail-
way. “Through meticulous
planning, data‑driven mon-
itoring and round‑the‑clock
vigilance, we are fully
equipped to ensure a
smooth, reliable and has-
sle‑free travel experience
this monsoon.”

Tracks Cleared, Trains Secured: Eastern Railway Beats the Monsoon
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KANSAS CITY : Lionel Messi cel-
ebrated his record-breaking
sixth World Cup appearance with
a hat-trick, powering defending
champions Argentina to a com-
fortable 3-0 win over Algeria in a
FIFA World Cup 2026 Group J
opener at the Kansas City
Stadium on Wednesday.

In the process, Messi
equalled the all-time FIFA World
Cup goalscoring record with his
16 World Cup goals, tying
Miroslav Klose of Germany. He
also notably holds the records for
most caps (199) and most goals
(117) for Argentina, while also
holding the international record
for most World Cup match
appearances (26) and being the
only player to score in the World
Cup group stage, round of 16,
quarterfinals, semifinals and
final. 

Messi started the day three
adrift of Miroslav Klose's mark of
16 goals on the global stage, but

within 76 minutes of this match
he was on level terms with the
former Germany international.

Messi and Algeria's Fares
Chaibi both had efforts ruled out
for offside in a breathless open-
ing, but Argentina's captain fan-
tastic soon made his mark.
Picking up possession 30 yards
from goal, he expertly rolled his
marker, surged forward and
curled a superb finish beyond the
grasp of Luca Zidane.

Algeria largely kept the
reigning champions at arm's
length for the rest of the half,
with an Alexis Mac Allister head-
er over the crossbar Argentina's
only real chance.

Anis Hadj Moussa carved out
one of the Fennec Foxes' better
opening moments earlier, but a
deflection took the sting out of
his low effort and Emiliano
Martinez gathered comfortably.

Messi was once again at the
heart of Argentina's brightest

attacking moments after the
break. He first flashed a 20-yard
effort over the bar before slip-
ping in Lautaro Martinez, whose
dangerous cross was cut out by
Zidane.

The Argentina talisman's
second goal soon followed,
with Zidane unable to hold Mac
Allister's powerful strike,

allowing Messi to pounce on
the rebound and finish coolly
with his right foot.

The 38-year-old completed
his hat-trick with a trademark
curling finish from the edge of
the area, capping his 200th
senior international appear-
ance in style.

In his historic international

career, Messi has guided
Argentina to the 2021 and
2024 CONMEBOL Copa
America titles and 2022
CONMEBOL-UEFA Cup of
Champions crown and
further cemented his lega-
cy by leading his country
to a historic FIFA World
Cup title in 2022.

When and where to watch England vs Croatia; know all details
ARLINGTON : England will
kick off their World Cup jour-
ney with a blockbuster Group L
encounter against Croatia at
Dallas' AT&amp;T Stadium,
where two of Europe's heavy-
weights meet in one of the
standout opening-round fix-
tures.

The Three Lions arrive in
the United States after a domi-
nant qualifying campaign
under Thomas Tuchel, winning
every match and remarkably
keeping eight consecutive
clean sheets. Despite that near-

perfect run, back-to-back
friendly defeats to Uruguay and
Japan have slightly tempered
the optimism surrounding
England ahead of the tourna-
ment.

Croatia, meanwhile, once
again head into a major com-
petition with a reputation for
thriving under pressure.
Guided by Zlatko Dalic, the
experienced side secured qual-
ification by winning seven of
their eight group matches and
will be eager to make another
deep World Cup run after

reaching the semi-finals in
each of the previous two edi-
tions.

Their dramatic extra-time
triumph over England in the
2018 World Cup semi-final
remains a defining moment
between the two nations and
adds extra intrigue to this lat-
est meeting.

How to watch England vs
Croatia live in India:

Live streaming and live
telecast of the FIFA World Cup
2026 matches will be available
on the Zee5 platform and app

in India. A subscription will be
needed.

Live telecast of the FIFA
World Cup 2026 will be avail-
able on the Unite8 Sports 1,
Unite8 Sports 1 HD, Unite8
Sports 2, and Unite8 Sports 2
HD TV channels in India.

Key details:
Date and kick-off time:

Thursday, June 18, 01:30
AM IST

Venue: Dallas Stadium,
Arlington

Referee: Clement Turpin
Squads:

England -
Goalkeepers: Jordan

Pickford, Dean Henderson,
James Trafford

Defenders: Ezri Konsa,
Nico O'Reilly, John Stones,
Marc Guéhi, Tino
Livramento, Dan Burn,
Reece James, Djed Spence,
Jarell Quansah

Midfielders: Declan Rice,
Elliot Anderson, Jude
Bellingham, Jordan
Henderson, Kobbie Mainoo,
Morgan Rogers, Eberechi
Eze.

Austria edge debutants Jordan 3-1 in first world cup match in 28 years 
SANTA CLARA : In their first
match at the FIFA World Cup in
28 years Austria registered a
hard-fought 3-1 victory over
debutants Jordan, powered by
first-half strike from Romano
Schmid, an own goal by Jordan
defender Yazan Al Arab and a
Marko Arnautovic penalty deep
into injury time at the San
Francisco Bay Area Stadium.

Interestingly, Austria have
now played 30 FIFA World Cup
matches to date, and not a sin-
gle one of them has finished
goalless.

Jordan started brightly and
carved out the first half-chance

of the game in just the second
minute at San Francisco Bay
Area Stadium, but captain
Ehsan Haddad fired his effort
into the side-netting. 

Odeh Fakhouri then sent
another warning shot a quarter
of an hour later, but his strike
from distance was tipped over
the bar by Austria goalkeeper
Alexander Schlager.

It was instead Austria that
took the lead in the 20th
minute, when Schmid whipped
an unstoppable drive into the
back of the net from the edge of
the area.

Parity was restored five

minutes into the second period,
after a terrific solo effort from
Ali Olwan, reports Xinhua.

The Nashama No 9 carried
the ball forward after being
played into the Austria half by
Noor Al Rawabdeh and, after
breaking into the penalty area,
he jinked inside and bent an
inch-perfect shot home to cre-
ate history and become the first
Jordanian to score at the World
Cup.

Arnautovic thought he had
re-established Austria's lead in
the 67th minute, stabbing in
after the ball broke to him in
the six-yard box when Jordan

goalkeeper Yazeed Abulaila
failed to get enough purchase
on a punch clear at a corner,
but after a VAR on-field review
the effort was ruled out for a
handball in the build-up by
Stefan Posch.

Arnautovic and his
teammates were celebrat-
ing again soon afterwards
though, when the unfortu-
nate Al Arab headed into
his own net to put Austria
back in front.

The veteran then added
the gloss as he rifled in from
the penalty spot in the 12th
minute of time added on.

Kane believes 2026 World Cup is England's
'best opportunity' to lift the trophy
ARLINGTON : Captain
Harry Kane believes the
2026 FIFA World Cup pres-
ents England with the "best
opportunity" to lift the elu-
sive trophy. Coming off a
spectacular season where
he scored 61 goals in 51
games for Bayern Munich,
the striker is confident he is
more ready than ever to
extend his career-best form
and lead the Three Lions
deep into the tournament.

England kick off their
campaign with a Group L
opener against Croatia here
on Thursday (IST). Kane
scored an incredible 61
goals in all competitions for
Bayern and added six more
for his country, including
the winner in the World Cup
warm-up win over New
Zealand in Florida.

Speaking at a pre-game
press conference, the 32-

year-old said, "I'd say, from
a personal point of view,
coming off the best season
I've ever had, physically
and mentally. The way the
season ended for me was in
a great way - winning the
league and the cup final and
scoring three goals there.
From a physical point of

view I feel in great shape."
"For your career you

need a lot of things to go
your way and fall into place
at the right time and I feel
like it has for this tourna-
ment. For sure it's one of
the best opportunities we
will have as a team to win it.
I think everyone is eager to

just start well and prove
that we have the capabili-
ties of going far in this tour-
nament."

Kane, who is England's
all-time record goalscorer
and joint fourth in the list of
record appearance makers,
was part of the squads who
reached the 2018 World Cup
semi-finals and the finals of
EURO 2020 and 2024.

When Kane leads the
team out in Dallas, it will be
his 115th cap for England, a
record to match David
Beckham. "To reach the
same level of caps as
Beckham is a great thing for
me. Beckham was a big idol
of mine growing up, watching
him as England captain and
hoping and dreaming one day
I would be in the same
England shirt as him, so that
will be a great emotion.

"Throughout my whole

career it's been about just
being the best I can be,
improving every moment,
improving every season, and
I think that's the only mindset
to have. At the highest level
you want to be as consistent
as what I've been, and like
some o f the other players
I've touched on earlier -
Ronaldo, Messi, Modric, all
these players.

"Being able to do it for 20-
plus years is what truly sepa-
rates the good players from
the great players, so I'm
extremely proud of being
here again, being in my sixth
tournament, and being in the
shape that I'm in as well," he
said.

Speaking on England's
chances in the FIFA World
Cup 2026, Kane insists
nobody is taking anything for
granted this time.

"Throughout a career, you

need a lot of things to go your
way and fall into place at the
right time, and I feel like it
has at this tournament. We
just need to start well tomor-
row and prove we could go
far in this tournament.

"We've been able to be in
the semi-finals and finals,
and that only boosts the con-
fidence within the squad.
Ultimately, from our point
of view, we can only do
what we do on the pitch.
Part of every tournament
is for fans to get excited
and enjoy the summer.

"I remember being
young, singing the songs
and believing it was our
time. From a player's
point of view, we never get
too carried away. There is
a lot that goes into a
tournament like this
behind the scenes," he
said.

ACCRA : Ghana mid-
fielder Thomas Partey
is set to miss the FIFA
World Cup Group L
opener against
Panama after a
Canadian court dis-
missed his visa appeal.

According to the
ruling delivered by
Roger R. Lafreniere,
the court declined to
expedite the matter or
compel immigration
authorities to recon-
sider their decision
before Ghana's World
Cup fixtures.

The judge held that
Partey had failed to
establish a "serious
issue" with the original
refusal and did not
meet the legal thresh-
old required for
extraordinary relief,
reports Xinhua.

Lafreniere further
stated that the
Ghanaian internation-
al had been put on
notice about concerns
arising from the multi-
ple rape and sexual
assault charges he
faces in Britain but
had failed to sufficient-
ly address those con-
cerns during the visa
process.

The decision means
Partey remains unable
to enter Canada at this
stage, placing his par-
ticipation in Ghana's

remaining matches in
further doubt unless
relief is subsequently
granted through the
reconsideration or
temporary resident
permit process.

The Canadian gov-
ernment refused a
visa for Partey last
week, after which his
lawyers launched a
last-minute appeal to
the Federal Court in
Ottawa, seeking to
overturn the decision.

FIFA earlier con-
firmed that Partey
would be unable to
travel from Ghana's
team base in Boston
to Canada for the
opening match
against Panama fol-
lowing the visa
refusal.

Despite the set-
back, Partey remains
with the Ghana squad
in the United States
and is available for

the team's remaining
group-stage fixtures.
Ghana are scheduled
to face England in the
Boston area before
taking on Croatia in
Philadelphia.

Ghana will play
Panama on June 17
before taking on
England and Croatia.

The visa setback
adds to a growing list
of entry-related
issues affecting par-
ticipants at the ongo-
ing FIFA WC. Earlier,
Somali referee Omar
Artan, Iraq interna-
tionals Aymen
Hussein and Talal
Salah, Haiti's
Woodensky Pierre,
and Switzerland
forward Breel
Embolo have
encountered visa
c o m p l i c a t i o n s
linked to World
Cup travel
arrangements.

Record-equalling Messi fires hat-trick as Argentina brush past Algeria 3-0 Partey to miss Ghana's open-
ing game due to visa trouble

When and where to watch Czechia
vs South Africa; know all details

THE : pressure is already
mounting on both Czechia and
South Africa ahead of their sec-
ond Group A fixture, with nei-
ther side able to afford another
setback after disappointing
starts to their World Cup cam-
paigns. As things stand,
Thursday's showdown at
Atlanta's Mercedes-Benz
Stadium could prove decisive
in determining which nation
remains in the hunt for a place
in the knockout rounds. 

South Africa endured a
nightmare opening against
tournament hosts Mexico,
falling 2-0 in a match that
unravelled dramatically.
Bafana Bafana finished with
only nine players after
Sphephelo Sithole and captain
Themba Zwane were both dis-
missed, leaving Hugo Broos'
men overwhelmed and facing
widespread criticism. The sus-
pensions of both players fur-
ther complicate matters head-
ing into a must-win encounter.

Czechia also walked
away empty-handed
despite showing encour-
aging signs in their tour-
nament opener. They held

a one-goal advantage
against South Korea
shortly after the hour
mark but failed to protect
it, conceding twice late on
to suffer a painful 2-1
defeat in their first World
Cup appearance in two
decades. The collapse has
left Ivan Hašek's side with
little margin for error.

With Mexico already in
control of the group and
South Korea holding sec-
ond place, the equation is
simple. Victory keeps
hopes of reaching the last
32 alive, while defeat
would almost certainly
bring an early end to the
World Cup journey. Even a
draw would leave both
teams relying on favourable
results elsewhere, making this
one of the most consequential
fixtures of the second round.

How to watch Czechia vs
South Africa live in India:

Live streaming and live
telecast of the FIFA World Cup
2026 matches will be available
on the Zee5 platform and app
in India. A subscription will be
needed.

'We learned an important lesson today,' says Al
Rawabdeh despite Jordan's defeat to Austria
SANTA CLARA : Jordan
midfielder Noor Al
Rawabdeh believes his
side can take valuable
lessons from their his-
toric FIFA World Cup
debut despite suffering a
3-1 defeat to Austria in
their Group J opener at
the San Francisco Bay
Area Stadium on
Wednesday.

Making their first-
ever appearance at the
FIFA World Cup, Jordan
matched Austria for long
spells and were level at
1-1 until an unfortunate
own goal in the 76th
minute swung the con-
test in favour of the
Europeans. Austria later
added a penalty to secure

victory, although the final
scoreline did not fully
reflect Jordan's competi-
tive display.

Jordan created sever-
al chances throughout
the match and celebrated
a historic moment when
Ali Olwan scored the
nation's first-ever World
Cup goal. The strike
came after Al Rawabdeh
threaded a perfectly
weighted pass through
the Austrian defence to
set up the equaliser.

"We didn't make the
most of our chances. In
the first half, we missed
three clear opportunities
to score, but we learned
an important lesson from
this match," Al

Rawabdeh said after the
game.

"In big games, you
might only get three or
four chances, and you
have to take them. In the
end, we gave everything
we had. This was our
first match at the World
Cup, and we are proud of
our fans who came to the
stadium today. I hope we
can make them happy in
the next match," he
added.

Despite the disap-
pointment of defeat, Al
Rawabdeh said Jordan
had shed the nerves
associated with playing
their first match on foot-
ball's biggest stage.

"Austria have more

experience than us in
major tournaments, and
that experience showed
in front of goal. But we
learned from this experi-
ence, we overcame our
fear and we got rid of the
pressure that comes with
a first match. That
means the next game will
be more enjoyable for
us," he said.

Defender Mohammad
Abualnadi echoed those
sentiments, describing
the occasion as a major
achievement for the
country while insisting
the team must now focus
on the challenges ahead.

"It is a huge achieve-
ment for us. Now we are
looking ahead to what

comes next in the tour-
nament," Abualnadi said.

"The small details
were the reason we lost
today. We had some easy
chances in the first half
that we failed to convert.
What we need to do now
is stay focused, correct
our mistakes and
improve on this. We hope
to achieve what we want
in the next match," he
added.

Jordan will next face
Algeria on June 22 at the
San Francisco Bay Area
Stadium before taking on
reigning world champi-
ons Argentina in their
final Group J fixture on
June 27 at Dallas
Stadium.


