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Centre allocates Rs 8,500 cr for 
Bengal under VB-G RA M G scheme

Rebel  TMC MPs 
merge with 

little-known party, 
meet speaker

CBI team visits 
R G Kar Hospital 

for a relook at 
rape-murder case

Kolkata Municipal Corporation elections in December: Suvendu Adhikari

PM Modi arrives in Slovakia for second leg of his two-nation visit

MI News Service,  New Delhi:  Claim-
ing the support of 20 of the Trinamool 
Congress’s (TMC) 28 Lok Sabha mem-
bers, the party’s rebel MPs on Sunday 
met Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla and 
conveyed to him that they had merged 
with a party -the Nationalist Citizens 
Party of India -      that operates in Tri-
pura and want to sit in the House as a 
separate bloc.

Earlier, two Lok Sabha  members of 
the  Mamata Banerjee camp of the Trin-
amool Congress also reached out to the 
Speaker and urged him not to accord 
“any recognition, status, or facility to 
any purported separate group or faction 
of the AITC”.

“We 20 MPs, who were elected from 
the AITC, have met the Speaker and giv-
en him a letter urging him to allow us 
to sit as a separate bloc. And these 20 
MPs, who are more than two-thirds (of 
the strength of the AITC), this faction, 
is with the Nationalist Citizens Party of 
India. We will work for the country and 
work with the NDA under the leadership 
of the Prime Minister,” TMC MP Kakoli 
Ghosh Dastidar told reporters on Mon-
day.

Veteran TMC MP Sudip Bandyopad-
hyay  agreeing  with  his colleague  said 
“We have merged with the Nationalist 
Citizens Party of India. It is a political 
party. It is a recognised regional party. 
We have merged with it,” 

He said it would be decided in the 
court which was the “real TMC”. The 
Nationalist Citizens Party of India is a 
little-known outfit based in Tripura.

Among the MPs who met the Speak-
er along with Ghosh Dastidar and Ban-
dyopadhyay are Satabdi Roy, Yusuf 
Pathan, Saayoni Ghosh, June Malia, and 
Jagdish Basunia. The rebel MPs went 
into a huddle at the official residence of 
Union Minister Bhupender Yadav, who 
was the BJP’s Bengal poll in-charge, be-
fore proceeding to meet the Speaker at 
his 20, Akbar Road residence.

With the rebel MPs having met the 
Speaker, the split in the Lok Sabha wing 
of the TMC is now formal. Mamata Ba-
nerjee has already lost control of the 
Legislature Party in Bengal after about 
60 of the party’s 80 MLAs seized its con-
trol and elected Ritabrata Banerjee as 
their leader.

Minutes before the rebels met the 
Speaker, TMC MPs Sagarika Ghose and 
Kirti Azad — who are with the Mama-
ta faction — handed over a letter by 
Abhishek Banerjee, the leader of the 
TMC Parliamentary Party, to the Speak-
er saying the party was a “single, indi-
visible political party”.

“The legislative party in the Lok 
Sabha derives its very existence from, 
and remains an emanation of, the politi-
cal party. There is in law only one AITC, 
one Leader of the Party in the House, 
and one Whip, all of whom hold office 
by authority of the political party and its 
competent organisational authority. No 
member or set of members can, by their 
own volition, carve out a parallel ‘group’ 
or ‘faction’ of the same party and claim 

MI News Service, Kolkata:  Af-
ter a gap of several months, a  team 
of CBI officials reached the RG Kar 
Medical College and Hospital here 
on Monday for a probe into the 
rape and murder of a trainee doc-
tor at the facility in 2024

According to an official, the team 
comprised six officers, including 
one at the Joint Director level.

"They are supposed to meet with 
the Principal, Medical Superinten-
dent, Vice Principal and other offi-
cials of the hospital. They are like-
ly to visit the spot in the hospital 
where the crime took place," the 
official said.

The young medic was raped and 
murdered in the hospital on the 
night of August 9, 2024, trigger-
ing a nationwide uproar among 
the doctors' community and the 
common people. There have been 
allegations that evidence was de-
stroyed and attempts were made to 
downplay the incident in its imme-
diate aftermath.

The Calcutta High Court last 
month ordered a fresh investiga-
tion into the alleged destruction of 
evidence and the specific allega-
tions raised by the family regarding 

the rape and murder of a trainee 
doctor at RG Kar Medical College in 
Kolkata in August 2024.

The CBI is mandated to re-inves-
tigate the sequence of events that 
transpired from the time the doc-
tor had her dinner on the ill-fated 
night till her cremation the next 
evening.

The probe agency is authorised 
to interrogate anyone it deems nec-
essary. Also, the SIT will thorough-
ly examine the specific allegations 
levelled by the victim's family. The 
court has asked the SIT to submit 
its report within the next hearing 
on June 25.

Last week, newly appointed 
West Bengal Health Minister Sha-
radwat Mukherjee said the state 
government has reopened files re-
lated to the RG Kar case.

He had held a nearly one-and-a-
half-hour meeting with the victim's 
parents to understand their con-
cerns over the investigation and 
the alleged shortcomings in han-
dling the case.

On January 20, 2025, civic vol-
unteer Sanjay Roy was sentenced 
to life imprisonment in connection 
with the incident.

Incidentally, the mother of the 
victim  fought and won the state 
Assembly elections in April this 
year on a BJP ticket from Panihati 
with a huge margin.

MI News Service,  Kolkata:  
West Bengal Chief Minister Su-
vendu Adhikari announced on 
Monday that the Centre has allo-
cated Rs 8,500 crore to the state 
under the VB-G RAM G scheme.

“West Bengal has been allo-
cated Rs 8,508 crore under the 
scheme for the 2026-27 financial 
year, the second-highest among 
all states after Uttar Pradesh, 
which has been earmarked Rs 
9,721.48 crore”, the Chief min-
ister quoting  figures released by 
the Union government, said .

Under the Gram Sadak Yoja-
na, of the total allocations of Rs 
2,400 crore which have been ap-
proved by the Centre,   Rs 1,000 
crore was released now by them, 
he said.

He said the Viksit Bharat-Guar-
antee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mis-
sion Gramin (VB-G RAM G) scheme 
replaced MGNREGA, and it guar-
antees 125 days of employment 
annually to rural households.

Suvendu Adhikari made the 
announcement of this huge al-
location of central fund ,while 

launching the state-wide 'Jan 
Kalyan Shivir' programme from 
Nandigram in Purba Medinipur 
district.

He said a total of 1,100 'Jan 
Kalyan Shivir' are being organ-
ised from June 15 to June 17 to 
help people access 54 central and 
state government schemes.

"This is the first such outreach 
programme of the BJP govern-
ment in West Bengal. People can 
visit the camps between 10 am 
and 5 pm to learn about various 
welfare schemes and submit ap-
plications for enrolment," he said.

The Chief minister, however, 
made it clear that no   welfare 
schemes should  reach illegal im-
migrants and questioned extend-
ing benefits to families that do not 
send their children to recognised 
schools, or to institutions where 
'Vande Mataram' is not sung.

Alleging irregularities in ben-
eficiary database under the pre-
vious regime, Suvendu Adhikari 
said the present government 
wants to identify genuine recipi-
ents of welfare schemes.

"We want benefits to reach 
genuine beneficiaries and not to 
fake account holders," he said.

Long queues of applicants 
were seen at several locations 
on the opening day. The camps 
will cover 54 schemes, including 
Annapurna Yojana, Ayushman 
Bharat and several other welfare 
programmes.

Earlier last week the  Centre 
had announced an interim alloca-
tion of Rs 95,692 crore under the 
newly introduced VB-G RAM G 
scheme for a seamless transition, 
with Union Rural Development 
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan 
asserting that no state would face 
any dearth of funds.

He said the interim allocation 
had been made as the draft rules 
of the new scheme were still be-
ing finalised and ensure that ru-
ral employment and development 
activities will continue uninter-
rupted after June 30.

“Without causing any incon-
venience to workers, we are 
moving from the Mahatma Gand-
hi National Rural Employment 

Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) to 
the Viksit Bharat – Guarantee 
for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission 
(Grameen) (VB-G RAM G). There 
will be no gap of even a single 
day in the availability of work,” 
he said.

According to the Rural Devel-
opment Ministry, Uttar Pradesh 
has been allotted the highest in-
terim allocation of Rs 9,721.48 
crore, followed by West Bengal at 
Rs 8,508 crore, Tamil Nadu at Rs 
7,585.49 crore, Rajasthan at Rs 

7,581.87 crore, Andhra Pradesh 
at Rs 7,707.21 crore and Bihar 
at Rs 6,715.83 crore. The total 
allocation for states stands at 
Rs 92,550.17 crore, while Union 
territories have been allocated Rs 
1,291.52 crore.

An additional Rs 1,850.62 
crore has been earmarked for 
central administration and so-
cial audits, taking the total to Rs 
95,692.31 crore.

Chouhan said that after adding 
the mandatory state contribution, 

the total annual outlay under the 
scheme would be around Rs 1.51 
lakh crore.

Seeking to allay concerns 
raised by opposition parties and 
labour groups, the minister said 
no state’s allocation had been 
reduced and that the interim al-
location had been worked out on 
the basis of expenditure under 
the MGNREGA scheme in the pre-
vious year.

He said 26 states have complet-
ed the procedural requirements 
necessary for implementing the 
new scheme, while four states  
namely Jharkhand, Karnataka, 
Telangana and Mizoram  are yet 
to complete the formalities. How-
ever, the representatives of these 
states attended the meeting and 
assured the Centre that they were 
preparing for implementation.

The minister said states have 
been asked to notify the state 
scheme, declare peak agricul-
tural seasons, frame state rules, 
complete e-KYC of beneficiaries 
and undertake awareness and 
capacity-building exercises at 

district and block levels.
On West Bengal, which was 

at loggerheads with the Centre 
over rural development funds for 
several years under the previous 
TMC regime, the minister said the 
newly elected state government 
has conveyed in writing that it is 
willing to comply with all condi-
tions laid down by the Centre.

Asked whether the allocation 
of Rs 8,508 crore for West Bengal 
included pending dues under the 
MGNREGA scheme, Chouhan said 
disputes relating to past dues re-
mained unresolved.

“Till those disputes are settled, 
that question does not arise. For 
the remaining period, the West 
Bengal government has given in 
writing that it is ready to accept 
all the rules and conditions of the 
central government,” he said.

He added that an interim al-
location of around Rs 700 crore 
had been made for West Bengal 
for the remaining period till June 
30 under the existing framework 
and that the fresh allocation un-
der VB-G RAM G would come into 

effect from July.
The minister also said provi-

sions similar to those available 
under the MGNREGA scheme for 
providing additional employment 
during drought or other exigen-
cies would continue under the 
new scheme whenever required.

The BJP-led NDA government 
had announced the replacement 
of MGNREGS with the VB-G RAM 
G as part of its broader rural 
development agenda. The Cen-
tre has maintained that the new 
programme will retain the em-
ployment guarantee component 
while providing greater flexibility 
for creation of rural assets and 
infrastructure.

Opposition parties, including 
the Congress and Left parties, 
have criticised the move, alleging 
that it would dilute legal guaran-
tees available under the MGNRE-
GA and reduce protections for 
rural workers. The government 
has rejected the criticism, insist-
ing that workers’ interests would 
remain fully protected during and 
after the transition

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
West Bengal Chief Minister 
Suvendu Adhikari  announced  
here on Monday that elections 
to the Kolkata Municipal Cor-
poration (KMC) would be held 
by December this year, sig-
nalling the BJP government's 
intent to restore an elected 
civic board barely days after 
dissolving the TMC-controlled 
body following Mayor Firhad 
Hakim's resignation.

Addressing a programme 
at the KMC headquarters, the 
Chief minister said the Corpo-
ration is currently under an 
administrator following an "ad-
ministrative deadlock" and that 
elected representatives would 
return through polls within the 
year.

"There was an impasse in 
the Kolkata Municipal Corpo-
ration after the Mayor's resig-

nation   a few days ago. But af-
ter the government gave three 
days to constitute a new board,  
they could not form it, forcing 
the  government to dissolve the 
board and appoint an Admin-
istrator. By December, through 
elections, the civic body will 
be handed over to elected rep-
resentatives," he said    in his 
address during his  madein visit 
to the KMC headquarters after 
the poll. .

Later, speaking to report-
ers, the Chief minister said he 
wants an elected body to take 
charge and is not keen on occu-
pying the board through back-
door means.

“KMC services are like 
emergency services. Elections 
will be conducted by the first 
week of December. We wanted 
the existing party (TMC), which 
has the majority, to form the 

new board after the Mayor re-
signed. But if their party can’t 
decide on who will be the May-
or, what can the state govern-
ment do?” he said.

The announcement came 
during the launch of "Swach-
hatake Swagat," a city-wide 
cleanliness drive undertaken 
ahead of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi's proposed visit to 
Kolkata later this month for an 
International Yoga Day event at 
Red Road.

In a scene reflecting the 
changing political landscape 
in Bengal after the BJP's vic-
tory in the assembly elections,  
Suvendu Adhikari shared the 
stage with former mayor Fir-
had Hakim, TMC MP Mala Roy, 
MLA Sandeepan Saha and sev-
eral former civic functionaries 
who until recently occupied key 
positions in the Trinamool Con-

gress-run corporation.
The Chief minister repeated-

ly emphasised that the civic ad-
ministration should transcend 
political divisions and focus on 
providing public service.

"This is not about this side or 
that side. It is only about devel-
opment… Politics can be done 
during elections, and during 
the remaining five years, all of 
us should work together for de-
velopment," he said.

The visit marked Adhikari's 
first official programme at the 
civic headquarters after assum-
ing office as the Chief minister 
and came amid heightened 
activity within the corporation 
following its dissolution last 
week.

Officials said senior officers 
had been instructed to remain 
prepared with updates on de-
partmental functioning, civic 

services and monsoon pre-
paredness, amid indications 
that the Chief minister could 
review the city's readiness 
ahead of the rainy season.

The political landscape has 
undergone significant changes 
over the past six weeks.

The BJP's victory in the as-
sembly elections, the results of 
which were declared on May 
4, ended the Trinamool Con-
gress's 15-year rule in West 
Bengal and was followed by 
resignations of functionaries 
from several civic bodies across 
the state.

The KMC itself entered un-
charted territory after Hakim 
resigned as Mayor on June 5 fol-
lowing consultations with TMC 
supremo Mamata Banerjee.

After the mandatory 72-
hour period elapsed without 
the election of a successor, the 

Municipal Affairs Department 
dissolved the corporation and 
appointed senior IAS officer 
Smita Pandey as administrator 
until fresh elections are held.

The government order stipu-
lated that all councillors, mem-
bers of the mayor-in-council, 
committee members and the 
chairperson would vacate of-
fice in accordance with provi-
sions of the Kolkata Municipal 
Corporation Act, 1980.

Hakim, who also served as 
Urban Development minister 
in the previous Trinamool gov-
ernment, had been among the 
most visible faces of the civic 
administration.

The KMC had remained un-
der uninterrupted TMC con-
trol since 2010, a year before 
Mamata Banerjee ended the 
Left Front's 34-year rule in the 
state.

MI News Service, Bratislava 
/ New Delhi: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi arrived in 
Slovakia on the second leg of 
his two European -nation tour 
where he will hold talks with 
President Peter Pellegrini and 
Prime Minister Robert Fico and 
interact with business leaders.

 PM Modi is the first Indian 
Prime minister to visit Slovakia 
since its independence in 1993.

In a post on X after reaching 
the Slovak capital on Sunday 
night, the Prime minister said, 

"This visit provides an oppor-
tunity to deepen India-Slovakia 
relations and explore new av-
enues of cooperation. Looking 
forward to productive meetings 
with President Pellegrini and 
Prime Minister Fico."

The Prime minister arrived 
in Bratislava on a two-day visit 
from France where he held bi-
lateral talks with French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron in Nice

He also attended the inaugu-
ration of the ‘Bharat Innovates’ 
event in France.

“Upon arrival at the hotel, 
PM Modi was received by Min-
ister of Foreign and European 
Affairs of the Slovak Republic,  
Juraj Blanar and given a warm 
Slovak welcome of bread and 
salt, a symbol of hospitality, 
respect and goodwill,” the Min-
istry of External Affairs said in 
a post on X.

In his departure statement 
ahead of the visit, PM Modi 
said, “This historic visit builds 
on the strong momentum in our 
bilateral relationship. I look 

forward to holding discussions 
with President Pellegrini and 
Prime Minister Fico. I will also 
have the opportunity to interact 
with Slovak business leaders.” 
The Prime minister said the 
visit will further energise In-
dia’s strategic partnership with 
the European Union, of which 
Slovakia is an important and 
valued member.

A statement by the Minis-
try of External Affairs (MEA) 
said the visit follows President 

West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari visited the Kolkata Municipal Corporation (KMC) for the first time after election and launched the six-day "Welcome to Cleanliness" (Swachhata 
se Swagat) drive in Kolkata on Monday. Beside the Chief Minister, Ministers Agnimitra Paul and Tapas Roy were also present alongwith Mala Roy MP on the dias.� PIC : Prabir Bhattacharya

West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari inaugurating Jan Kalyan Shivir which, he says, 
will help people to get access to 54 state and central govt schemes. � File Pic

Prime Minister Narendra Modi interacts with members of the Indian community during a 
welcome ceremony, in Slovakia on Monday.
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Special report by SIDDHARTHA ALBERTT MA-
JUMDERR : The newly elected MLA from Jadavpur As-
sembly constituency, Sarbari Mukherjee spilled the
beans as she envisages big plans for her constituency.
Sarbari defeated stalwarts like Debabrata Majumder of
TMC and Bikash Ranjan Bhattacharjee of CPIM recently
in the West Bengal Assembly Election 2026 to win the
constituency. Sarbari mentioned that she wishes to form
different apolitical ward committees at Jadavpur with
common people and intellectuals to serve the people at
the grass-root level.Sarbari further mentioned that Ka-
likapur Swastha Kendra in the eastern fringes of
Kolkata to be redeveloped so that it can cater to the
local people to the fullest extent. Sarbari also said that
she mulls to convert Bijoygarh Hospital and Bagha Jatin
Hospital to super-specialty hospitals. According to Sar-
bari Mukherjee, “The two much known hospitals, Bijoy-
garh and Bagha Jatin are in a very bad shape. The
patients are denied basic amenities. That is why other
hospitals nearby get too much pressure of the patients.”
“If these two hospitals can be transformed into super-
specialty hospitals it would cater to the common people
in this entire area in a big way.” She added. She further
said that she will also look into the matter of water-log-
ging menace in the Jadavpur area including countering
the clandestine moves of land mafias in the area, who
were energized during TMC regime to save the greenery
in the entire Jadavpur region.

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, under the initiative of the state government,
inaugurated a welfare camp to ensure that the benefits of various social security schemes
and civic services reach the people at Reyapara in Nandigram on Monday.

Law students of Surendranath College, under the banner
of the Congress Chhatra Parishad, held a protest march on
June 15, 2026, against the ongoing unrest on campus, ex-
pressing concerns over the safety of female students and
the institution’s reputation on Monday.

SARBARI mulls mega plan for JADAVPUR

MI News Service,
Hasnabad: Under the ini-
tiative of the Jaygram So-
cial Welfare Society,
motorized tricycles were
handed over to 39 differ-
ently-abled individuals at
the Subarnadwip Ashram
premises on Monday (June
15) at 12:00 PM.

Rekha Patra, MLA of
the Hingalganj Assembly
constituency, attended the
event as the chief guest.
She stated, "The humani-
tarian work being carried
out by the Jaygram Social
Welfare Society for the
welfare of differently-
abled people undoubtedly
deserves praise."

Samir Mandal, the
Block Development Officer
(BDO) of Hasnabad, was
present as a special guest.
He remarked, "The ad-
ministration always stands
by differently-abled indi-
viduals. I am optimistic
that many more social de-
velopment initiatives will
be implemented through
this organization in the fu-
ture."

Mohammad Omar Ali
Molla, the Sub-Divisional
Police Officer (SDPO) of
Hasnabad, also attended

the event. He noted, "Bat-
tery-operated tricycles are
eco-friendly and do not
cause environmental pol-
lution." He also specifically
urged all beneficiaries to
adhere to traffic regula-
tions.

Ariful Islam Mandal, a
founding member of the
Jaygram Social Welfare
Society, stated, "We plan to
hand over battery-oper-
ated tricycles to another
one thousand differently-
abled individuals in the
near future."Afsar Ali
Gazi, the organization's
Special Project Coordina-
tor, said, "Differently-
abled individuals have
demonstrated their capa-
bilities across land, water,
and air. They are by no
means incapable; rather,
they are an integral part of

society." Other dignitaries
present at the event in-
cluded Mahendra Singh,
K.K. Singh, and Dharmen-
dra Singh—Assistant Com-
mandants of the 74th BSF
Battalion; Nimai Das, Pres-
ident of the Basirhat Orga-
nizational District and a
prominent social worker;
and Sanjay Kumar Roy, In-
spector-in-Charge (IC) of
Hasnabad Police Station.

In his address, Nimai
Das said, "Humans exist
for one another. I will
strive to continue support-
ing this organization in its
efforts for the welfare of
society." The event is con-
sidered a significant step
towards enhancing the
self-reliance of individuals
with special needs and en-
suring their more active
participation in the main-

Jaygram Social Welfare Society Hands Over Motorized Tricycles to
39 Differently-Abled Individuals at Subarnadwip Ashram

MI News Service, Kharag-
pur : Trinamool Congress
leader, Medinipur organi-
zational district president,
and former MLA Sujoy
Hazra, who was arrested
in connection with the al-
leged land scam in Me-
dinipur, was once again
produced before the Me-
dinipur court on Monday.
The case has created sig-
nificant political buzz,
while the police investiga-
tion continues to take new
turns.According to re-
ports, Salboni Police ar-
rested Sujoy Hazra on
July 6 in connection with
the case. He was pro-
duced before the court the
following day, where the
judge ordered eight days
of police custody.Police
sources stated that inves-
tigators obtained several
crucial pieces of informa-
tion during the custodial
interrogation. Based on

these findings, the scope
of the investigation has
been expanded further.
Investigating agencies
claim that Hazra’s name
has surfaced in multiple
cases involving the al-
leged illegal purchase and
sale of land in the Salboni
area.Sources further re-
vealed that investigators
have also begun search-
ing for Sumit Roy, who is
reportedly considered a
close associate of Tri-
namool Congress National
General Secretary Ab-
hishek Banerjee. How-
ever, the investigating
agencies have not offi-
cially disclosed detailed

information regarding
this aspect of the
probe.When Sujoy Hazra
was brought to court on
Monday, a section of BJP
workers and supporters
present in the court prem-
ises raised slogans against
him, shouting “Chor-
Chor” (“Thief-Thief”). The
slogan-shouting created a
tense atmosphere for
some time within the
court complex.However, a
sufficient police force had
been deployed to prevent
any untoward incident,
and the situation re-
mained under control.It is
worth noting that the
matter is still under inves-
tigation, and the police
are thoroughly examining
various aspects of the
case. So far, neither Sujoy
Hazra nor the Trinamool
Congress has issued any
official statement regard-
ing the allegations.

MI News Service, Nadia : Allega-
tions of expired medicines being
administered to an elderly patient
have triggered a police investiga-
tion and public outrage at a pri-
vate hospital in Nadia's Kalyani.
The deceased, identified as Anjali
Rani Karmakar (81) of Bansberia
in Hooghly district, died on Sun-
day while undergoing treatment
at a private nursing home near
Kalyani Main railway station. Her
family has alleged that she was
given medicines whose expiry
dates had passed years ago, lead-
ing to a deterioration in her con-
dition and ultimately her death.

According to police and hospi-
tal sources, Anjali was admitted to
the facility on June 8 after suffer-
ing a fractured leg. She was also
reportedly battling several age-re-
lated health complications and re-
mained under treatment until her
death. The controversy erupted
after family members examined
the medicine bills issued by the
hospital. The patient's daughter,

Shankari Dasgupta Karmakar,
claimed that several of the nearly
35 medicines listed carried expiry
dates from 2021, 2023 and 2025.

"We found that expired medi-
cines had allegedly been adminis-
tered to my mother. Her body
could not withstand the impact,
and that led to her death," she al-
leged. The family has lodged a
written complaint with Kalyani
police station, accusing the nurs-
ing home of negligence and delib-

erate use of expired medicines. In
the FIR, they alleged that the hos-
pital authorities knowingly sup-
plied expired drugs, resulting in
the worsening of the patient's
condition.

Hospital authorities, however,
have categorically denied the alle-
gations. Senior coordinator Ratan
Adhikari described the issue as a
billing error. "Old batch numbers
and expiry dates were mistakenly
printed on the bill during the

billing process. No expired medi-
cine was administered to the pa-
tient," Adhikari said, while also
apologising for the confusion
caused by the error.

The incident led to tense
scenes at the hospital premises,
with relatives and local residents
staging protests and demanding
action against the management.

Police have begun an investi-
gation to determine whether ex-
pired medicines were actually
used or whether the discrepancy
was limited to documentation and
billing records. Investigators are
expected to examine medicine
stocks, purchase records, billing
documents and treatment papers,
besides questioning hospital staff.
Officials said further legal action
would depend on the findings of
the investigation. The case has
raised fresh concerns over patient
safety and compliance with drug
storage and record-keeping
norms in private healthcare facil-
ities.

Expired Medicines Allegation Sparks Probe After
Elderly Woman's Death in Kalyani Hospital

Medinipur Land Scam Case: Former MLA Sujoy Hazra Produced 
in Court Again, Investigation Hints at New Revelations

MI News Service, Kharag-
pur : On the occasion of
World Thalassemia Day
and World Blood Donor
Day, the Paschim Me-
dinipur Thalassemia He-
mophilia Guardian Society
organized a special aware-
ness program and volun-
tary blood donation camp
.The event was held at the
Traffic Kalyan Mandap
near the Kharagpur Bus
Stand. Representatives
"Mursida Bibi  President
Madhuanita Mainly Vice
President 3 Dipwendy
Mandal - Joint secretary
member Piyali Das Maity
of the organization stated
that at a time when social
values and humanitarian
concerns are steadily de-
clining, children suffering
from thalassemia, hemo-
philia, and sickle cell ane-
mia often face neglect and
inadequate support from
both government and non-
government sectors.In
such challenging circum-
stances, the Paschim Me-
dinipur Thalassemia
Hemophilia Guardian Soci-
ety has been working con-
tinuously to protect the
rights and fulfill the needs
of these children. The or-
ganization expressed grat-
itude to all individuals and
institutions that have ex-
tended financial and moral
support to its activities.Ac-
cording to the society, pa-
tients and their families in
Paschim Medinipur and
neighboring districts face
significant difficulties due
to the shortage of specialist
hematologists, inadequate
availability of life-saving
medicines, insufficient

blood supply, and limited
government healthcare fa-
cilities.Major Activities of
the Society Include:

- Conducting aware-
ness campaigns and tha-
lassemia carrier screening
programs to help build a
thalassemia-free society.

- Promoting voluntary
blood donation and organ-
izing regular blood dona-
tion camps.

- Coordinating with
government hospitals to
address patients’ problems
and healthcare needs.

- Observing World
Thalassemia Day and
World Blood Donor Day by
involving distinguished
members of society.

- Honoring blood
donors and organizers of
blood donation camps.

- Assisting patients suf-
fering from thalassemia,
hemophilia, and sickle cell
anemia in obtaining dis-
ability certificates.

- Providing blood tests,
medicines, and financial
assistance to needy chil-
dren.

- Implementing long-
term plans in a phased
manner to support the
treatment of underprivi-
leged thalassemia patients.

The organization ap-
pealed to all sections of so-
ciety to come forward and
donate blood, becoming
part of this humanitarian
mission. According to the
society, voluntary blood
donation not only helps
save lives but also brings
hope and smiles to chil-
dren battling serious blood
disorders such as tha-
lassemia.

Special Program and Voluntary Blood Dona-
tion Camp Organized in Kharagpur on World
Thalassemia Day and World Blood Donor Day 

MI News Service, Kharag-
pur : Following the politi-
cal change in West Bengal,
public resentment against
leaders and representatives
of the Trinamool Congress
(TMC) has been surfacing
in various regions. Allega-
tions of cut-money collec-
tion, misuse of government
property, and abuse of in-
fluence to secure benefits
under government schemes
have led to protests in sev-
eral areas.In this context,
some residents of
Sameswarpur in the
Kharagpur Rural Assembly
constituency of West Mid-
napore district staged a
protest against local TMC
leadership over alleged
corruption. The protesters
leveled serious allegations
against local TMC leader
Chandan De and Panchayat
member Swapan
Biswas.According to local
sources, a large number of
people gathered in front of
the residences of the ac-
cused leaders and demon-
strated against them. The
situation reportedly be-
came tense during the
protest, and rotten eggs
were allegedly thrown at

the houses. However, these
claims could not be  inde-
pendently verified.The pro-
testers alleged that money
had been collected from or-
dinary citizens in the name
of facilitating benefits
under various government
welfare schemes. They de-
manded that the allegedly
collected money be re-
turned immediately and
that the accused leaders
publicly apologize.Local
residents also claimed that
complaints regarding vari-
ous problems and irregu-
larities in the area had
been raised for a long time,
but no effective action had
been taken. As a result, the

accumulated public dissat-
isfaction reportedly mani-
fested itself through this
protest.The demonstrators
demanded a fair and im-
partial investigation into
the matter and urged au-
thorities to take legal action
against those found
guilty.Upon receiving infor-
mation about the incident,
police arrived at the spot
and brought the situation
under control. An investi-
gation into the matter has
been initiated.Meanwhile,
as of the time of filing this
report, no official response
had been received from the
accused leaders regarding
the allegations.

Protest Against TMC Leaders Over Corruption Allegations in Kharagpur; 
Rotten Eggs Thrown, Demand for Return of Cut Money and Public Apology

MI News Service, Nadia : A
daring theft at an ICDS
(Integrated Child Develop-
ment Services) centre in
Nadia district has trig-
gered concern among
local residents after food
supplies meant for chil-
dren and essential cook-
ing utensils were stolen
during the night.

The incident took
place at ICDS Centre No.
199 at Pataboka Haritala
under Karimpur-II Gram
Panchayat. According to
officials and local sources,
centre worker Kuheli
Sarkar arrived at around
7 am on Monday and
found the main entrance
open. The original lock of
the gate was missing,
while the lock of the
kitchen door had been
broken. Suspecting a bur-
glary, she alerted local
panchayat representatives
and residents before en-
tering the premises. Upon
inspection, it was found
that unidentified miscre-
ants had attempted to dis-
mantle the gas oven and
had stolen stocks of rice,
pulses, cooking oil and
salt kept for children's
meals.

The thieves also made
away with several cooking
utensils, including large
pots with lids, basins,
plates, bowls and glasses
used for serving food to
children enrolled at the
centre. Speaking to re-
porters, Kuheli Sarkar al-
leged that anti-social
activities have been taking
place near the centre for a

long time. Empty liquor
bottles and glasses are
often found outside the
premises in the morning.
She claimed there had
been attempts to break
open the centre earlier,
but this was the first
major theft. Following in-
structions from higher
ICDS authorities, a written
complaint was lodged
with Karimpur Police Sta-
tion. Police visited the site
and have started an inves-
tigation into the incident.

Local panchayat mem-
ber Samar Mistri and for-
mer member Bablu Mistri
expressed concern over
the recurring security
breaches. Bablu Mistri re-
called that a similar theft
had taken place at the
same centre in 2018.
Samar Mistri alleged that
despite repeated inci-
dents, no permanent secu-
rity measures had been
put in place by the author-
ities. Residents have de-
manded enhanced police
surveillance and improved
security arrangements at
the centre, stressing that
facilities responsible for
child nutrition and wel-
fare must be protected
from such incidents. Po-
lice are now investigating
the theft and trying to
identify those responsible.

Theft at ICDS Centre in Nadia Raises 
Concerns Over Child Welfare Infrastructure

MI News Service, Kharag-
pur : In a major operation
against the illegal liquor
trade, the police and Excise
Department conducted a
joint raid in various areas
under the Sankrail Police
Station limits of Jhargram
district. During the opera-
tion, a large quantity of il-
licit and country-made
liquor was seized and sub-
sequently destroyed on the
spot. 

The administration has
made it clear that similar
drives will continue in the
future to curb illegal liquor-
related activities in the re-
gion.According to available
information, a joint team of
Sankrail Police Station per-
sonnel and Excise Depart-
ment officials carried out
raids in several villages and
sensitive areas based on
specific intelligence inputs.
During the operation, au-
thorities recovered a sub-
stantial quantity of
ready-made illicit liquor as
well as raw materials used
in its production.Officials

stated that the manufacture
and sale of illegal liquor not
only violate the law but also
pose serious risks to public
health. Incidents involving
loss of life and property due
to the consumption of toxic
liquor have been reported
on several occasions. Keep-
ing these concerns in mind,
the administration has
adopted a strict stance
against such illegal activi-
ties.The seized illicit liquor
and raw brewing materials
were destroyed in accor-
dance with established pro-
cedures during the
operation. Authorities fur-
ther stated that efforts are
underway to identify indi-

viduals involved in the pro-
duction, storage, and sale of
illegal liquor, and legal ac-
tion will be taken against
those found responsible.Po-
lice and Excise Department
officials have also appealed
to local residents to
promptly inform the au-
thorities about any illegal
liquor manufacturing or
sales activities in their
areas so that timely action
can be taken.The adminis-
tration emphasized that
such drives will continue
across the district, includ-
ing the Sankrail Police Sta-
tion area, in the interest of
public welfare and main-
taining law and order.

Major Crackdown on Illegal Liquor in Jhargram: Joint Operation by Police
and Excise Department, Large Quantity of Illicit Liquor Destroyed 

MI News Service, South 24
Parganas: In a blunt admo-
nition that underscored
deep social anxieties in the
semi –urban pockets out-
side Kolkata, Bhangarh
MLA Naushad Siddiqui on
Sunday urged immediate
action to halt child mar-
riage, warning that a grow-
ing number of minor girls
are fleeing home and en-
tering into early unions.
Speaking at an agricultural
training program organ-
ized by the Bhangarh -2
Panchayat Samiti, Siddiqui
called on guardians,
elected representatives and
officials to remain vigilant
and intervene decisively to
protect minors. “Most peo-
ple here are farmers.
Famers, public representa-
tives and government offi-
cials must ensure that child
marriage officials must en-
sure that chils marriage is
stopped in Bhanghar,’’
Naushad Naushad said,
stressing that community
oversight and administra-
tive alertness are indispen-
sable to prevent further
erosion of childhood and
education. He appealed for
coordinated monitoring
and timely intervention,
urging local leaders to be
“eyes and ears’’ for vulner-
able families. The warning
came alongside the formal
launched of a state –
backed natural farming
initiative aimed at trans-
forming agricultural prac-
tice across the district. The
Bhangarh -2 Panchayat
Samiti convened 200 farm-
ers for a one-day sustain-
able , income –enhancing
rural livelihood and reduce
socio –economic pressures
that often underpin harm-
ful practices such as child
marriage. 

Child marriage crisis in
Bhangarh: Leader  urged to

act immediately
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Continued form Pg 1: Droupa-
di Murmu’s State Visit to Slovakia 
in April 2025 and Slovak President 
Pellegrini’s visit to India for the AI 
Impact Summit in February 2026.

“The visit will reaffirm India’s 
commitment towards strengthening 
its bilateral relationship with Slo-
vakia in various sectors, including 
trade, investment, and automobile 
and railway manufacturing,” the 
statement  said.

In a post on X on Monday, Pel-
legrini said, “Dear Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, I look forward to 
welcoming you in Bratislava . Your 
historic visit will build on our good 
dialogue from New Delhi and open 
new opportunities for Slovakia-In-
dia cooperation.”  PM Modi will, 
however,  return to France to par-
ticipate in the G7 Summit in Evian 
on June 16-17.

At the summit, PM Modi is ex-
pected to exchange views with G7 
leaders including the US  President 
Donald Trump , and invited partner 
countries on issues including in-
ternational cooperation, economic 
growth and artificial intelligence. 
He is also scheduled to hold a series 
of bilateral meetings on the side-
lines of the gathering.

The final leg of his visit will take 
him to Paris on June 18, where he 
will attend the Viva Tech 2026, Eu-
rope’s largest technology and start 
up event, alongside President Ma-
cron.

Continued form Pg 1: inde-
pendent recognition within the 
House,” he wrote in the letter.

Citing a 2023 judgment of 
the Constitution Bench of the 
Supreme Court on the Maha-
rashtra political crisis and pro-
visions of the Tenth Schedule, 
he said the law does not recog-
nise the “splintering of a politi-
cal party into competing groups 
as a permissible event; it treats 
such conduct, instead, through 
the lens of disqualification”.

He argued that it was the 
political party and not the leg-
islature party which is supreme.

“The Court held that it is 
the political party, and not the 
legislature party, that appoints 
the Whip and the Leader of the 
party in the House, and that the 
direction to vote in a particular 
manner, or to abstain, is issued 
by the political party and not the 
legislature party. It follows that 
no breakaway set of members 
may appoint their own Leader 

or Whip, or seek recognition as 
a distinct entity, in derogation 
of the authority of the political 
party,” he said.

Arguing that the Speaker 
“recognises the political party 
(and) not rival factions,” he said 
“the Court held that where two 
or more factions claim to be the 
political party, the Speaker is to 
determine, prima facie, who the 
political party is for the purpose 
of adjudicating disqualifica-
tion petitions under Paragraph 
2(1) of the Tenth Schedule. The 
framework thus contemplates 
ascertainment of the one true 
political party, not the confer-
ral of independent recognition 
upon a faction.”

Pointing out that the pur-
ported demand of the rebel 
TMC MPs to recognise them as 
a separate group or faction of 
the AITC was “unknown to law 
and impermissible”, he said “af-
ter the Ninety-first Amendment, 
the only lawful route by which a 

body of members may lawfully 
realign is a merger within the 
meaning of Paragraph 4 of the 
Tenth Schedule, when two con-
ditions are satisfied – namely 
when the political party merges 
and, cumulatively, two-thirds of 
the legislature party switches.”

“The claims which are mak-
ing the rounds in the media 
presume that only one condition 
has to be satisfied which is in-
correct. Therefore, assuming 
without admitting in any man-
ner that two-thirds of the legis-
lative party has switched, there 
has been no merger of the polit-
ical party with any party or any 
creation of a new party called 
AITC,” he said.

He said “any voluntary act by 
which a member or members 
hold themselves out as a party/
faction, repudiate the authority 
of the Party’s Leader and Whip, 
or function independently of the 
political party, would attract dis-
qualification under Paragraph 

2(1)(a) of the Tenth Schedule as 
a voluntary giving up of mem-
bership of the political party, 
and under Paragraph 2(1)(b) in 
the event of voting or abstention 
contrary to the Party Whip.”

Abhishek Banerjee also 
urged the Speaker to “treat the 
AITC as a single political party 
represented in the House sole-
ly through its duly authorised 
Leader and Whip, and decline 
to accord any recognition, sta-
tus, or facility to any purported 
separate group or faction of the 
AITC and afford the AITC an op-
portunity of being heard before 
any decision is taken on any 
communication” by the rebel 
group.

He said the Trinamool Con-
gress “reserves its rights, in-
cluding its right to initiate 
appropriate proceedings un-
der the Tenth Schedule to the 
Constitution, in respect of any 
conduct falling foul of its pro-
visions.”

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: As per schedule   
Trinamool Congress leader 
Abhishek Banerjee appeared 
before the Enforcement Direc-
torate in Kolkata on Monday 
in connection with the alleged 
school jobs scam case.

Informing this official sourc-
es  said ‘Abhishek Banerjee 
appeared before the ED offi-
cials here at around 11 a.M. for 
questioning in connection with 
the alleged West Bengal pri-
mary school recruitment scam. 
His appearance followed a sum-
mons issued earlier this month 
as part of the agency’s ongoing 
money-laundering investigation 
into alleged irregularities in 
teacher recruitment scam.’

The ED has been probing the 
recruitment scam since 2022 
and is examining alleged finan-
cial transactions linked to en-
tities under scrutiny. However, 

Abhishek Banerjee has denied 
any wrongdoing. The question-
ing comes amid a series of legal 
and investigative actions involv-
ing senior Trinamool Congress 
leaders ahead of the state’s 

evolving political landscape.
Investigators focused on 

tracking the money trail and 
the role of beneficiary entities 
flagged during forensic analy-
ses.The ED confronted Abhishek  

Banerjee with financial doc-
uments, digital records, and 
testimonies from other accused 
individuals. The agency also 
sought to clarify inconsistencies 
between Banerjee's earlier sub-
missions and newer evidence 
obtained during searches.

The TMC leader’s ED appear-
ance came a day after he spent 
more than six hours being ques-
tioned by the West Bengal Crim-
inal Investigation Department 
(CID) at the Bhabani Bhaban 
office on Sunday.

The CID probe is linked to the 
alleged forgery of TMC MLAs' 
signatures on documents re-
garding the appointment of the 
Leader of the Opposition in the 
State Assembly.The ED is ques-
tioning him over the alleged 
money laundering angle, finan-
cial transactions, bank records, 
and digital documents linked to 
the case.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: Former West Ben-
gal Fire Services Minister Su-
jit Bose, currently in judicial 
custody in connection with the 
alleged municipal recruitment 
scam, was denied interim bail 
by the Calcutta High Court on 
Monday. The court granted the 
Enforcement Directorate (ED) 
time until June 29 to file its re-
sponse to the bail plea, with the 
next hearing likely to be held on 
July 1 at 2 pm.

The matter came up before 
Justice Joy Sengupta of the 
Calcutta High Court. The ED 
opposed Bose’s bail application, 

while senior advocate Abhishek 
Manu Singhvi appeared on be-
half of the former minister and 
challenged the agency’s stand.

Singhvi argued that the ED 
case dates back to 2023 and 
that the agency did not sum-
mon Bose for questioning for 
nearly three and a half years. 
He contended that during this 
period, Bose continued to dis-
charge his duties as an elected 
representative and also served 
as Vice-Chairman of the South 
Dum Dum Municipality. Singh-
vi further stated that Bose was 
summoned twice in May 2026 
and was arrested on May 11 

during his second appearance 
before the agency, raising ques-
tions over the credibility and 
timing of the arrest.

Representing the ED, advo-
cate Dhiraj Trivedi sought addi-
tional time to place the agency’s 
detailed submissions before the 
court. Accepting the request, 
the High Court directed the ED 
to file its response by June 29.

Bose has been under the 
scanner of the ED for alleged 
irregularities in municipal re-
cruitment. Investigators claim 
that appointments were made 
in exchange for money and that 
Bose played a key role in rec-

ommending candidates for jobs 
in the Dum Dum Municipality. 
According to the agency, more 
than a hundred job aspirants 
were allegedly recommended 
through illegal means.

The ED arrested Bose on May 
11 after prolonged questioning. 
Prior to his arrest, the agency 
had conducted searches at his 
residence and office and inter-
rogated him on multiple occa-
sions. Investigators are also ex-
amining his financial records to 
determine whether money was 
exchanged in connection with 
the alleged recruitment irreg-
ularities

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: A fresh twist 
emerged in the ongoing con-
troversy surrounding the 
alleged fake-signature case 
and the CID search at the 
Trinamool Congress office in 
Kalighat, as Justice Sougata 
Bhattacharya of the Calcut-
ta High Court on Monday re-
cused himself from hearing 
the matter. The case has now 
been referred to Chief Justice 
Sujoy Paul, who will decide the 
appropriate bench for further 
proceedings.

The petition was filed by 
Trinamool Congress leaders 
challenging the legality of a 
CID search operation conduct-
ed at the party’s Kalighat of-
fice. The search was linked to 
a criminal case registered at 
Hare Street Police Station, in 

which allegations relating to 
forged signatures and related 
offences are under investiga-
tion.

While stepping aside from 
the case, Justice Bhattacharya 
observed that the issues raised 
in the petition were closely 
connected to the criminal pro-
ceedings already being heard 
by the bench of Justice Kau-
shik Chanda. Since directions 
have already been passed in 
the criminal matter and the 
entire issue remains under the 
consideration of that court, 
Justice Bhattacharya stated 
that it would be appropriate 
for the matter to be placed 
before the Chief Justice for as-
signment to a suitable bench.

The development comes 
amid ongoing legal and po-
litical controversy surround-

ing the case. Senior advocate 
Kalyan Banerjee, who had 
represented the matter from 
the beginning, had earlier 
withdrawn from the case. At 
the time of his exit, Baner-
jee publicly expressed strong 
dissatisfaction with the han-
dling of the legal strategy and 
reportedly voiced criticism 
against Trinamool Congress 
National General Secretary 
Abhishek Banerjee.

Kalyan Banerjee’s son, 
Shirsanya Banerjee, had also 
appeared in court on behalf 
of Abhishek Banerjee. Howev-
er, a dramatic turn occurred 
before the last hearing when, 
according to claims made by 
Kalyan Banerjee and his son, 
they were informed through 
a message that their services 
would no longer be required in 

the matter.
The dispute reportedly 

arose after a separate writ 
petition concerning the CID 
search was filed. In that pe-
tition, advocate Ayan Bhat-
tacharya appeared on behalf 
of Abhishek Banerjee. Kalyan 
Banerjee later claimed that 
the search-related writ peti-
tion and the original fake-sig-
nature case involved substan-
tially similar issues and both 
fell within the criminal divi-
sion of the High Court.

With Justice Bhattacharya 
recusing himself, the matter 
now awaits reassignment by 
the Chief Justice, while legal 
proceedings connected to the 
CID search and the alleged 
fake-signature case contin-
ue before the Calcutta High 
Court.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: Following the col-
lapse of the Kolkata Munici-
pal Corporation (KMC) board 
after the resignation of for-
mer Mayor Firhad Hakim, 
West Bengal Chief Minister 
SuvenduAdhikari on Monday 
announced a series of inter-
im measures to ensure unin-
terrupted civic services until 
fresh municipal elections are 
held.

Addressing a meeting at the 
KMC headquarters, Adhikari 
confirmed that a new munic-
ipal board would be constitut-
ed by December 7, meaning 
civic elections will take place 
within the next six months. 
Until then, the corporation will 
remain under the administra-
tion of appointed officials, with 
Municipal Commissioner Smi-
ta Pandey currently serving as 
administrator.

To prevent disruptions in 
public services during the tran-
sition period, the Chief Minister 
said local Members of the Leg-
islative Assembly (MLAs) would 
be empowered to perform sev-
eral functions that were previ-
ously handled by elected coun-
cillors. Most notably, MLAs will 
now be authorized to issue vari-
ous certificates and recommen-
dations required by residents 
for official and administrative 
purposes.

The move comes amid con-
cerns that the absence of an 
elected municipal board could 
affect the delivery of essential 
civic services. According to the 
state government, citizens will 
continue to receive necessary 
documentation through their 
respective MLAs’ offices until 
a new board takes charge.

Traditionally, ward council-
lors issued a range of certifi-

cates that served as proof of 
residence, identity, and local 
verification. These documents 
are often required for gov-
ernment schemes, legal pro-
cedures, educational applica-
tions, banking formalities, and 
other public services. Council-
lors also provided recommen-
dations related to birth and 
death records, income verifi-
cation, character certificates, 
and address confirmation for 
documents such as PAN cards 
and other official records.

Under the new arrange-
ment, MLAs will be permitted 
to issue such certificates after 
verifying relevant information 
in accordance with govern-
ment rules and Election Com-
mission guidelines. Officials 
said the process is intended to 
ensure that residents do not 
face administrative difficulties 
while the civic body remains 

without elected representa-
tives.

The announcement follows 
a period of political upheaval 
after the change of govern-
ment in West Bengal. The res-
ignation of Firhad Hakim as 
mayor led to the dissolution 
of the municipal board despite 
its tenure being scheduled to 
continue until December this 
year. With fresh elections now 
expected before the end of the 
year, the state government has 
moved to establish an interim 
administrative framework to 
maintain civic governance and 
public services across Kolkata.

The Chief Minister reiter-
ated that municipal services 
are essential and cannot be 
allowed to stall, emphasizing 
that the temporary arrange-
ment is aimed at ensuring 
continuity until voters elect a 
new civic board.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: The Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) on Monday for-
mally framed charges against 
Shahjahan Sheikh and three 
others in connection with an 
alleged land-grab and mon-
ey laundering case linked to 
Sandeshkhali in West Bengal. 
The charge-framing process 
was completed before a special 
ED court in Kolkata, marking a 
significant step in the investi-
gation into allegations of illegal 
land acquisition and financial 

misconduct in the region.
According to the central 

agency, villagers in Sandeshkh-
ali were allegedly intimidated 
and coerced into surrendering 
their land, which was subse-
quently used to generate ille-
gal profits. Investigators claim 
to have identified proceeds 
of crime amounting to nearly 
₹5 crore that were allegedly 
earned through the unlawful 
occupation and exploitation of 
the acquired properties.

Besides Shahjahan Sheikh, 
the ED has named three oth-
er accused in its chargesheet 
— Alamgir, ShivaprasadHaz-
ra and Didar Box Molla. The 
agency has accused the four 
individuals of participating in a 
network thvat allegedly seized 
land through intimidation and 
amassed substantial financial 
gains from those properties.

The special court has sched-
uled the commencement of 
witness examination on July 7. 

Officials said the prosecution 
intends to present testimo-
ny from around 30 witnesses 
during the trial. The witness 
list is expected to include local 
residents, government officials 
and other individuals connect-
ed to the investigation.

Shahjahan Sheikh has been 
at the centre of multiple con-
troversies in Sandeshkhali and 
faces allegations ranging from 
corruption and land grabbing 
to atrocities against villagers 
and crimes against women. 
The accusations triggered 
widespread political debate 
and attracted the attention of 
multiple central investigative 
agencies.

The case has its roots in 
events that unfolded in Jan-
uary 2024, when ED offi-
cials attempted to conduct a 
search operation at Shahjahan 
Sheikh’s residence in Sandesh-
khali as part of the ration dis-
tribution scam investigation. 

Before investigators could 
reach the premises, they were 
allegedly attacked by a mob, 
and several personnel, includ-
ing central security force mem-
bers, reportedly came under 
assault.

Following the incident, 
Shahjahan Sheikh remained 
untraceable for a period before 
being arrested by the police. He 
was subsequently handed over 
to the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) in connection 
with various allegations. While 
in CBI custody, the ED took cus-
tody of him in relation to cor-
ruption and money laundering 
investigations.

With charges now formally 
framed in the land-grab case, 
the matter is set to enter the 
evidentiary stage. The pro-
ceedings beginning on July 7 
are expected to play a crucial 
role in determining the merits 
of the allegations brought by 
the Enforcement Directorate.

MI News Service, Kolkata: Former West Bengal 
Sports Minister Arup Biswas has once again failed 
to appear before the police for questioning in con-
nection with the ongoing “Messi incident” case, 
despite repeated summons and a court directive 
requiring him to cooperate with the investigation.

According to officials, the Bidhannagar South 
Police Station had issued a third notice to the for-
mer minister, instructing him to appear within 48 
hours. The deadline ended at 12 noon on Monday. 
However, even after the expiry of the stipulated 
time, Biswas did not report to the police station. 
By late afternoon, there was still no confirmation 
of his whereabouts.

This marks the third consecutive instance of 
non-appearance by the former minister in the 
same case, raising questions about compliance 

with both police summons and judicial instruc-
tions. The Calcutta High Court had earlier grant-
ed conditional protection to Biswas in the matter, 
while clearly directing him to extend full coopera-
tion to the investigating agency.

The court had also reportedly reprimanded him 
during earlier hearings, stressing the importance 
of cooperation in the probe. Despite this, investi-
gators allege that he has continued to avoid ques-
tioning, prompting further legal scrutiny.

The controversy relates to the high-profile 
“GOAT event” involving football legend Lionel 
Messi, which has triggered multiple complaints 
and investigations. Event organiser Satyajit Dut-
ta claimed that the repeated non-appearance of 
Biswas raises serious concerns about accountabil-
ity and transparency in the case. 

MI News Service, Kolkata: Mohammedan 
Sporting Club has officially com-
menced its new administrative 
term following a key meeting 
called by the Club President, Hu-
mayun Kabir.

In the presence of the Board of 
Trustees, the responsibility to ap-
point the new General Secretary 
was entrusted to Humayun Kabir, 
who subsequently appointed SK Wasim Akram 
to the role.

The transition was formalized on Mon-
day during an official Oath of Office ceremo-

ny, where SK Wasim Akram took his oath in 
the presence of the Honorary 
President. The outgoing com-
mittee formally handed over 
all responsibilities, ensuring a 
smooth transition of leadership. 
Signaling a fresh phase for the 
club, the leadership panel later 
addressed the media at a press 
conference to share their vision 

and future plans. To guide the club in this new 
chapter, Mohammedan SC is also pleased to 
welcome Advocate Firdous Samim and CA. Mo-
hammed Bajlur Islam as Club Advisors.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: The West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee launched a citywide 
special cleanliness drive titled 
‘SwachhatakeSwagat’ across 
Kolkata on Monday, aiming to 
enhance urban hygiene and 
public participation ahead 
of the upcoming World Yoga 
Day celebrations. The initia-
tive comes ahead of the major 
World Yoga Day programme 
scheduled for June 21 at Red 
Road, where Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi is expected to 
participate in the grand event. 
Prior to the main event, Kolk-
ata will witness a five-day in-
tensive cleanliness campaign 
covering streets, ghats, mar-
kets, temples, and public spac-
es across the city. As part of 
the programme, special clean-
ing drives will be conducted at 
various Ganga ghats on June 
17, with community partic-
ipation encouraged by the 
administration. Officials said 
that iconic locations, includ-
ing temples, mosque areas, 

and major market zones, will 
also be cleaned under the ini-
tiative to present a refreshed 
city ahead of international 
attention. The Kolkata Munic-
ipal Corporation stated that 
the campaign aims to promote 
awareness about cleanliness 
and prepare the city as a mod-
el urban space. Senior officials 
and elected representatives, 
including councillors from 
various wards, participated in 
the launch event held at the 
Kolkata Municipal Corporation 
headquarters. The Chief Min-
ister emphasized that there is 
no political division in the drive 
and urged everyone to work 
together for development. She 
added that the government 
will continue such initiatives to 
ensure a cleaner, greener, and 
healthier Kolkata for citizens. 
Preparations are also under-
way to welcome international 
guests and dignitaries during 
the Yoga Day celebrations at 
Red Road. According to offi-
cials, the beautification and 
sanitation drive will cover mul-

tiple boroughs of Kolkata over 
the coming days, with special 
focus on high-traffic and her-
itage areas. The programme 
is expected to involve civic 
workers, volunteers, and local 
communities, making it one of 
the largest coordinated cleanli-
ness efforts in the city in recent 
years. Authorities said that the 
campaign will also promote 
behavioural change among cit-
izens regarding waste disposal 
and environmental responsi-
bility. With the Yoga Day event 
expected to draw global atten-
tion, the government aims to 
showcase Kolkata as a clean 
and welcoming international 
destination. Officials further 
added that monitoring teams 
will be deployed across the 
city to ensure effective imple-
mentation of the cleanliness 
drive, with continuous review 
meetings planned until the 
World Yoga Day celebrations 
conclude and maintain public 
participation throughout the 
campaign period across Kolk-
ata city areas.

MI News Service,  Kolkata: Alem-
bic Pharmaceuticals Limited an-
nounced that it has received final 
approval from the USFDA for its 
Abbreviated New Drug Application 
(ANDA) for Tretinoin Cream USP, 
0.05%. The product is therapeuti-
cally equivalent to Retin-A Cream 
0.05% of Bausch Health US and is 
used for topical treatment of acne 
vulgaris. The estimated market size 
is US$ 76 million for twelve months 
ending March 2026. Alembic now 
has a total of 242 ANDA approvals 
from the USFDA.

MI News Service,  Kolkata: Amid 
growing turmoil within the Trina-
mool Congress (TMC) and reports 
of several leaders joining the 
newly formed NCPI camp, TMC 
MLA NaynaBandyopadhyay has 
publicly reaffirmed her loyalty 
to party chief Mamata Banerjee, 
while distancing herself from the 
political decisions of her husband, 
veteran leader SudipBandyopad-
hyay.

The latest political develop-
ments have sparked intense de-
bate after reports emerged that 
around 20 “rebel” TMC MPs had 
decided to align themselves with 
the NCPI. The list reportedly in-
cluded SudipBandyopadhyay, a 
long-time associate of Mamata 
Banerjee. His inclusion signifi-
cantly strengthened the rebel 
camp and triggered sharp reac-
tions from within the party.
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West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari was in conversation with State Finance Minister Swapan Dasgupta, along with 
State Urban Development Minister Agnimitra Paul, during a Kolkata Municipal Corporation programme held at the KMC head-
quarters on Monday.� PIC: Prabir Bhattacharya

TMC All India General Secretary and TMC MP Abhishek Banerjee arrives at 
the Enforcement Directorate (ED) office to appear before the agency in 
connection with its probe into the alleged teachers' recruitment scam in 
Kolkata on Monday.
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Miscellaneous

Kolkata, Tuesday

16 June 2026

Name Change
I, Supriyo Haldar, S/O Sri Dhiraj
Kumar Haldar, residing at 1(6) Old
Calcutta Road, Barrackpore, P.O.-
Nona Chandanpukur, P.S.- Titagarh,
District North 24 Parganas, West
Bengal, Pin- 700122, do hereby
solemnly affirm and declare that I am
Supriyo Haldar S/O Sri Dhiraj Kumar
Haldar and Supriyo Dhiraj Haldar S/O
Sri Dhiraj Kumar Haldar are the same
and one identical person, Vide an af-
fidavit (SL No. 274) sworn before in
the court of Ld 1st class Judicial
Magistrate at Barrackpore, North 24
Parganas dated 03/06/2026.

Name Change
By the Affidavit being No. 14360,
dated 15/06/2026 solemnized before
the Judicial Magistrate, 1st Class,
Hooghly at Chinsurah, I, Samasunna-
har Begam, W/o. Saokat Ali Sekh @
Sekh Saokat Ali, resident of Vill–
Jampur, P.O.– Puinan, P.S.– Dadpur,
Dist.– Hooghly, Pin– 712305, declare
that I, Samasunnahar Begam and
Samsunneher Begam Shaukat
Shaikh, is the same and one identical
person in the eye of law.

Name Change
I, Md Sabir Hossain Sarder (Old Name)
S/o Md Sahajuddin Sarder Residing at
Paschim Basanti, Khanpara, P.s - Bas-
anti, District- South 24 Parganas, Pin-
743312, West Bengal, India, do hereby
declare that I have Changed my name
from Md Sabir Hossain Sarder (Old
Name) to Sabir Hossain Sardar (New
Name) and henceforth I shall be
known as Sabir Hossain Sardar (New
Name) in all purpose, vide affidavit
Sworn before the Notary public at
Kolkata on Dated 11-06-2026. Sabir
Hossain Sardar (New Name) and Md
Sabir Hossain Sarder (Old Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Smt Manasi Bera W/O Sri Sureschan-
dra Bera  r/o 207/2 Upendra Nath
Banerjee Road, Parnasree, Kolkata 700
060 would like to state that as per Affi-
davit No. 50402 dated  11/06/2026
made before Ld 1st Class Judicial
Magistrate, Alipore, 24-Paraganas
(South), my fathers name is Sri Dulal
Dey and my mothers name is Smt Mi-
nati Dey. However, by mistake my fa-
thers name is mentioned as Sri
Panchanan Bera and my mothers
name as Smt Bimala Bera in my Pass-
port No. N-4912702. This declaration is
to clarify the correct names of parents.

Name Change
I, Nikunj Jinesh Shah (old name) S/o
Jinesh Shah, residing at Reet Orchid,
16B Ram Mohan Dutta Road, 6th Floor,
Bhowanipore, L.R. Sarani, Kolkata-
700020, West Bengal, do hereby de-
clare that I have changed my name
from Nikunj Jinesh Shah (Old Name)
to Nikunj Shah (New Name) and
henceforth I shall be known as Nikunj
Shah (new name) in all purpose, vide
affidavit sworn before the Notary Pub-
lic at Kolkata, on 15/06/2026. Nikunj
Shah (New Name) and Nikunj Jinesh
Shah (Old Name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ekta Shah (old name) W/o Nikunj
Shah, residing at Reet Orchid, 16B
Ram Mohan Dutta Road, 6th Floor,
Bhowanipore, L.R. Sarani, Kolkata-
700020, West Bengal, do hereby de-
clare that I have changed my name
from Ekta Shah (Old Name) to Ekta
Nikunj Shah (New Name) and hence-
forth I shall be known as Ekta Nikunj
Shah (new name) in all purpose, vide
affidavit sworn before the Notary
Public at Kolkata, on 15/06/2026.
Ekta Nikunj Shah (New Name) and
Ekta Shah (Old Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Usha Devi (old name) W/o Bhagaban
Shaw, residing at 1, Linton Street, Intally
S.O, Entally, Kolkata- 700014, West
Bengal, do hereby declare that I have
changed my name from Usha Devi (Old
Name) to Usha Devi Shaw (New
Name) and henceforth I shall be known
as Usha Devi Shaw (new name) in all
purpose, vide affidavit sworn before the
Notary Public at Kolkata, on
15/06/2026. Usha Devi Shaw (New
Name) and Usha Devi (Old Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Tarak Hore  (Old Name) S/O San-
tosh Kumar Hore Residing at Dighal-
gram , Singa, Nadia, Dighalgram
Dist- Nadia, Pin- 741257 India, have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Tarak Chandra
Hore  (New Name) as declared be-
fore the Notary Public Kolkata vide
affidavit Dated 13-06-2026.  Tarak
Hore (Old Name) and  Tarak Chandra
Hore  (New Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I,  Bani Rani Saha  (old name) W/O
Amar Krishna Saha  Resident of JK-
11/4, Baguiati, Aswininagar, North
24 Parganas, Pin-700159 , West
Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Bani Rani (new name), as
declared Before The Ld. Executive
Magistrate at Howrah, vide an affi-
davit No. 7926, dated 15/06/2026.
Bani Rani (new name) and  Bani Rani
Saha  (old name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, SUMAN SARKHEL (old name), S/O-
NIRMAL SARKHEL, residing at VILL-
RANGTAKHALI, P.O-CHUADANGA,
P.S-ARAMBAGH, DIST- HOOGHLY,
712617,  West Bengal, India,  do
hereby declare that I have changed
my name from SUMAN SARKHEL
(Old Name) to SUBADIP SARKHEL
(New Name) and henceforth shall I
be known as  SUBADIP SARKHEL
(new name), as declared Before The
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit dated 15/06/2026. SUBADIP
SARKHEL(new name) and SUMAN
SARKHEL (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I,  Vikrant Kayan S/o  S K KAYAN (old
name) ( Driving Licenses WB01
19920615678) , residing at Flat- 1D,
9 Sunny Park, Ballygunge, P.O.- Bal-
lygunge, Kolkata- 700019 , India,
have changed my father name and
shall henceforth be known as Sushil
Kayan   (New Name) as declared Be-
fore the 1ST Class Judicial Magis-
trate at Kolkata vide affidavit Dated
15-06-2026. S K KAYAN  (Old Name)
and Sushil Kayan (New Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sri Sureschandra Bera S/O  Pan-
chanan Bera and Bimala Bera r/o
207/2 Upendra Nath Banerjee Road,
Parnasree, Kolkata 700 060 would like
to state that as per Affidavit No 50401
dated 11/06/2026       made before 1st
Class Judicial Magistrate, Alipore,24-
Paraganas (South),  by mistake my
name is mentioned as Sureschandra
in my spouse Passport No. N-
4912702. This declaration is to clarify
the correct name of mine.

Name Change
I, Md Golam Saroyar Molla S/O Md
Imambari Molla (my & my father old
name), residing at Vill- Uttardebipur,
P.O.- Champa Pukur, P.S.- Matia, Dist.-
North 24 Parganas, Pin- 743291, do
hereby declare that I have changed my
& my father name from Md Golam
Saroyar Molla S/O Md Imambari Molla
(my & my father Old Name) to Golam
Saroyar Molla S/o Imambari Molla
(my & my father New Name) and
henceforth I shall be known as Golam
Saroyar Molla S/o Imambari Molla
(my & my father new name) in all pur-
pose, vide affidavit sworn before the
Notary Public at Kolkata, on
12/06/2026. Golam Saroyar Molla
and Md Golam Saroyar Molla  both are
same and one identical person (my
self).  Imambari Molla and Md Imam-
bari Molla both are same and one
identical person (my father).

Name Change
I, Rinku Rana Adak (old name) W/o
Bamdev Rana, residing at Flat-A1, 1st
Floor, 94B, Ostad Amir Khan Sarani,
Kolkata- 700082, P.S.- Haridevpur,
West Bengal, do hereby declare that I
have changed my name from Rinku
Rana Adak (Old Name) to Rinku Rana
(New Name) and henceforth I shall be
known as Rinku Rana (new name) in
all purpose, vide affidavit sworn before
the Notary Public at Kolkata, on
15/06/2026. Rinku Rana (New Name)
and Rinku Rana Adak (Old Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Neelu Chandra (old name) W/o
Sekhar Chandra Shaw, residing at
North East Rabindra Pally, Nona Chan-
dan Pukur, Jaffarpur (CT), Pin- 700122,
West Bengal, do hereby declare that I
have changed my name from Neelu
Chandra (Old Name) to Neelu Chandra
Shaw (New Name) and henceforth I
shall be known as Neelu Chandra Shaw
(new name) in all purpose, vide affi-
davit sworn before the Notary Public at
Kolkata, on 12/06/2026. Neelu Chan-
dra Shaw (New Name) and Neelu
Chandra (Old Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Khagen Paul(Old Name), Son Of
Santosh Paul, Resident Of Kaikhali
Daspara, Airport, North 24 Par-
ganas- 700136, West Bengal Do
Hereby Declare That I Have Changed
My Name From Khagen Paul (Old
Name) To Khagendra Nath Paul
(New Name) And Henceforth I Shall
Be Known As Khagendra Nath Paul
(New Name ) In All Purpose,Vide Af-
fidavit  Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 15/06/2026.
Khagendra Nath Paul(New Name)
And Khagen Paul (Old Name) Both
Are Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Ajit Gupta (old name) S/o Ramesh
Chandra Gupta, residing at 54 Bur-
tolla Street, Satyanarayan Park,
Barabazar, Pin- 700007, West Ben-
gal, do hereby declare that I have
changed my name from Ajit Gupta
(Old Name) to Ajeet  Kumar Gupta
(New Name) and henceforth I shall
be known as Ajeet  Kumar Gupta
(new name) in all purpose, vide affi-
davit sworn before the Notary Public
at Kolkata, on 15/06/2026. Ajeet
Kumar Gupta (New Name) and Ajit
Gupta (Old Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Abu Kayes (old name) S/o Sekh
Iyakub, residing at VILL CHAKTA-
JPUR DAKSHINPARA PO ILAHIPUR,
PS CHANDITALA, Hooghly Rural,
712707, West Bengal, do hereby de-
clare that I have changed my name
from Abu Kayes (Old Name) to Sk
Mohammad Abu Kayes (New Name)
and henceforth I shall be known as
Sk Mohammad Abu Kayes (new
name) in all purpose, vide affidavit
sworn before the Notary Public at
Kolkata, on 15/06/2026. Sk Moham-
mad Abu Kayes (New Name) and Abu
Kayes (Old Name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Rawshan Ara (Old Name), W/o
Mumtaz Hossain, Residing at 17/D,
Moulana Md Ali Road, Kolkata-
700023, West Bengal, India. do
hereby declare that I have changed
my name from Rawshan Ara (Old
Name) to Roshan Ara (new name)
and henceforth I be known as Roshan
Ara (New Name) as declared before
the Notary Public at Kolkata, vide af-
fidavit Dated 15/06/2026. Roshan
Ara (New Name) and Rawshan Ara
(Old Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Rajat Agarwala (old name) S/o Lalit
Kumar Agarwal, residing at 32,
Ramkrishna Samadhi road, Kankur-
gachi, Kolkata-700054, West Bengal,
do hereby declare that I have
changed my name from Rajat Agar-
wala (Old Name) to Rajat Agarwal
(New Name) and henceforth I shall
be known as Rajat Agarwal (new
name) in all purpose, vide affidavit
sworn before the Notary Public at
Kolkata, on 15/06/2026. Rajat Agar-
wal (New Name) and Rajat Agarwala
(Old Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Gousia Begam (Old Name) W/o Sabir
Hossain Sardar Residing at Paschim
Basanti, Khanpara, P.s- Basanti, Dis-
trict- South 24 Parganas, Pin- 743312,
West Bengal, India, do hereby declare
that I have Changed my name from
Gousia Begam (Old Name) to Gowsiya
Sardar (New Name) and henceforth I
shall be known as Gowsiya Sardar
(New Name) in all purpose, vide affi-
davit Sworn before the Notary public
at Kolkata on Dated 11-06-2026.
Gowsiya Sardar (New Name) and Gou-
sia Begam (Old Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Rima Sarkar Chandra (Old Name)
W/o Tanmay Chandra Residing at Flat-
7D, Block- Haze, Purti Aqua,
Dashadrone, Rajarhat Main Road,  Dis-
trict- North 24 Parganas, Pin - 700136,
West Bengal, India, do hereby declare
that I have Changed my name from
Rima Sarkar Chandra (Old Name) to
Rima Sarkar (New Name) and hence-
forth I shall be known as Rima Sarkar
(New Name) in all purpose, vide affi-
davit Sworn before the Notary public at
Kolkata on Dated 12-06-2026. Rima
Sarkar (New Name) and  Rima Sarkar
Chandra (Old Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Shah Alam Mollah (Old Name) S/o
Md Nowsher Ali Mollah Residing at
Vill- Miyargheri, P.o- Mallickati, P.s-
Jibantala, District- South 24 Parganas,
Pin- 743502, West Bengal, India, do
hereby declare that I have Changed my
name from Shah Alam Mollah (Old
Name) to Shah Alom Molla (New
Name) and henceforth I shall be
known as Shah Alom Molla (New
Name) in all purpose, vide affidavit
Sworn before the Notary public at
Kolkata on Dated 15-06-2026. Shah
Alom Molla (New Name) and Shah
Alam Mollah (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Varsha Das (Old Name) W/o Peter
Lopez  D/o Badri Narayan Das Resid-
ing at Raghunathpur Anandanagar Sa-
guna (P), District - Nadia, Pin - 741245,
West Bengal, India, do hereby declare
that I have Changed my name from
Varsha Das (Old Name) to Varsha Das
Lopez (New Name) and henceforth I
shall be known as Varsha Das Lopez
(New Name) in all purpose, vide affi-
davit Sworn before the Notary public
at Kolkata on Dated 15-06-2026. Var-
sha Das Lopez (New Name) Varsha
Das (Old Name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Susanta Kumar Ganguly (Old Name)
S/o Subodh Kumar Ganguli Residing at
S-412, Baishnabghata Patuli, Pan-
chasayar, District- Kolkata, Pin-
700094, West Bengal, India, do hereby
declare that I have Changed my name
from Susanta Kumar Ganguly (Old
Name) to Susanta Kumar Ganguli (New
Name) and henceforth I shall be known
as Susanta Kumar Ganguli (New Name)
in all purpose, vide affidavit Sworn be-
fore the Notary public at Kolkata on
Dated 15-06-2026. Susanta Kumar
Ganguli (New Name) and Susanta
Kumar Ganguly (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Mukesh Kumar Sahu, Mukesh Kr Sahu
(Old Name) S/o Late Umesh Sahu Re-
siding at Nandan Kanan Dakshin Para
Purba Para, P.o- Ganganagar, P.s- Mad-
hyamgram, District- North 24 Parganas,
Kolkata, Pin- 700132, West Bengal,
India, do hereby declare that I have
Changed my name from Mukesh Kumar
Sahu, Mukesh Kr Sahu (Old Name) to
Mukesh Sahu (New Name) and hence-
forth I shall be known as Mukesh Sahu
(New Name) in all purpose, vide affidavit
no 9989 Sworn before the Ld. Judicial
Magistrate (1st Class) at Barasat on
Dated 11-06-2026. Mukesh Sahu (New
Name) and Mukesh Kumar Sahu,
Mukesh Kr Sahu (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) DILAR HOSSAIN SEIKH
S/o- NUHU SEIKH  Residing at,  Vill-
Bagachhra, Po- Benipur, Ps- Kandi,
Dist- Murshidabad, Pin- 742140, West
Bengal. Do hereby declare that I have
Changed my name from DILAR HOS-
SAIN SEIKH To JELAR HOSEN (New
name) and henceforth I Shall be
Known as (New name) JELAR HOSEN
in all purpose Vide an affidavit No-
2330 On Date 08 June 2026  Sworn
before the Notary Public at Berham-
pore Murshidabad,  JELAR HOSEN and
DILAR HOSSAIN SEIKH   both are
Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) MOHAMMAD KALIMUD-
DIN SEKH  S/o- SABDUL RAHAMAN
SEKH  Residing at,  Vill- Uttar Hari-
harpara, Po- Hariharpara, Ps- Hari-
harpara,  Dist- Murshidabad, Pin-
742166, West Bengal. Do hereby de-
clare that I have Changed my name
from MOHAMMAD KALIMUDDIN
SEKH To KALIMUDDIN SEKH (New
name) and henceforth I Shall be
Known as (New name) KALIMUDDIN
SEKH  in all purpose Vide an affidavit
No- 2331 On Date 08 June 2026
Sworn before the Notary Public at
Berhampore Murshidabad,  KALIMUD-
DIN SEKH and MOHAMMAD
KALIMUDDIN SEKH   both are Same
and one identical person.

Name Change
By the Affidavit being No. 14359,
dated 15/06/2026 solemnized before
the Judicial Magistrate, 1st Class,
Hooghly at Chinsurah, I, Sekh Saokat
Ali, S/o. Atiyar Sekh, resident of Vill –
Jampur, P.O.– Puinan, P.S.– Dadpur,
Dist.– Hooghly, Pin– 712305, declare
that I, Sekh Saokat Ali and Shaukat
Atir Rahman Shaikh and S K Shaukat,
is the same and one identical person
in the eye of law.

Name Change
I, Prabir Sarkar (old name), S/o. Late
Nikhil Chandra Sarkar, R/o. Dakshin-
para Bye Lane, Bansberia, Mogra,
Hooghly-712502, W.B., do hereby de-
clare that I have changed my name
from Prabir Sarkar to Prabir Kumar
Sarkar (New Name) and henceforth I
shall be known as Prabir Kumar
Sarkar in all purpose, vide an affidavit
no. 161 sworn before Notary Public,
Sadar, Hooghly Court on 11/06/2026.
I, Prabir Kumar Sarkar & Prabir Sarkar
S/o. Late Nikhil Chandra Sarkar, both
are the same & one identical person.
Arthita Sarkar is my daughter.

Name Change
I, Arthita Sarkar D/o. Prabir Kumar
Sarkar, R/o. Dakshinpara Bye Lane,
Bansberia, Mogra, Hooghly-712502,
W.B., do hereby declare that in my
Passport where my father’s name
has been recorded as Prabir Sarkar
instead of his correct & original name
Prabir Kumar Sarkar, which I want to
rectify vide an affidavit no. 14054
sworn before Judicial Magistrate,
Sadar, Hooghly Court on 11/06/2026.
That my father Prabir Kumar Sarkar
& Prabir Sarkar S/o. Late Nikhil Chan-
dra Sarkar, both are the same & one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Manowara Begam, W/O- Md Ershad,
D/O- Sk Golam, residing at Vill- Ra-
jhati, P/O- Rajhati Bandar, P/S-
Khanakul, Dist- Hooghly. That in my
father's some documents his name
has been recorded as Golam Sk, Sekh
Golam & Sk Gulam, and in my mother's
Legal Heir Certificate my husband
name has been recorded as Sk Mo-
hammad Arsed which is incorrect.So
vide Affidavit before the Ld. 1st class
J.M. at Aràmbagh dt- 10/04/2026
(No.-3148) that Sk Golam, Golam Sk,
Sekh Golam & Sk Gulam is same and
one identical person and Md Ershad &
Sk Mohammad Arsed is same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Vijay Singh (Old Name), Son Of Biren-
dra Kumar Singh, Resident Of Amdanga
More Rupnarayanpur, Dist - Paschim
Burdwan, Pin -713364, West Bengal, Do
Hereby Declare That I Have Changed
My Name From Vijay Singh (Old Name)
To Bijay Kumar Singh (New Name) And
Henceforth Shall Be Known As Bijay
Kumar Singh (New Name) In All Pur-
pose , Vide Affidavit  Sworn Before The
Notary Public At Kolkata On
15/06/2026. Bijay Kumar Singh (New
Name) And Vijay Singh(Old Name) Both
Are Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Vijoy Kumar Singh (Old Name), Son Of
Birendra Kumar Singh, Resident Of Am-
danga More Rupnarayanpur, Dist -
Paschim Burdwan, Pin -713364, West
Bengal, Do Hereby Declare That I Have
Changed My Name From Vijoy  Kumar
Singh (Old Name) To Bijay Kumar Singh
(New Name) And Henceforth Shall Be
Known As Bijay Kumar Singh (New
Name) In All Purpose , Vide Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 15/06/2026. Bijay Kumar
Singh (New Name) And Vijoy Kumar
Singh (Old Name) Both Are Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Janvi Singh (Old Name), Daughter Of
Bijay  Kumar Singh, Resident Of Am-
danga More Rupnarayanpur, Dist -
Paschim Burdwan, Pin -713364, West
Bengal, Do Hereby Declare That I Have
Changed My Name From Janvi Singh
(Old Name) To Janvi  Kumari Singh
(New Name) And Henceforth Shall Be
Known As Janvi Kumari Singh (New
Name) In All Purpose , Vide Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 15/06/2026. Janvi  Kumari
Singh (New Name) And Janvi Singh
(Old Name) Both Are Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Ishika Kumari Singh (Old Name),
Daughter Of Bijay  Kumar Singh, Resi-
dent Of Amdanga More Rupnarayan-
pur, Dist- Paschim Burdwan,
Pin-713364, West Bengal, Do Hereby
Declare That I Have Changed My Name
From Ishika Kumari Singh (Old Name)
To  Ishika Singh (New Name) And
Henceforth Shall Be Known As Ishika
Singh (New Name) In All Purpose , Vide
Affidavit  Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 15/06/2026.
Ishika Singh (New Name) And Ishika
Kumari Singh (Old Name) Both Are
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sakila Khatoon (Old Name) W/o Ainul
Haque Ansari Residing at 9, Gurusaday
Road, Karaya, Kolkata - 700019, West
Bengal, India, do hereby declare that I
have Changed my name from Sakila
Khatoon (Old Name) to Sakila Begam
(New Name) and henceforth I shall be
known as Sakila Begam (New Name) in
all purpose, vide affidavit Sworn before
the Notary public at Kolkata on Dated
12-06-2026. Sakila Begam (New
Name) and Sakila Khatoon (Old  Name)
both are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sk. Nasiruddin, S/O- Lt. Seikh Nazme
Alam, residing at 80A/3/1, Topsia
Road, P/O+P/S- Tiljala, Kolkata-
700039 and permanent residing at
Vill- Hirapur ER, Uttarapara, Sekh,
Molla, Khandakar O Malikpara, Aràm-
bagh, P/S- Khanakul, Dist- Hooghly.
That in my Aadhar my father's name
has been recorded as S.N.Alam Which
is incorrect. So vide  Affidavit before
the Ld. 1st class J.M.at Alipore dt-
27/03/2026 (No.29017) that Seikh
Nazme Alam & S.N.Alam is same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sk. Azaharuddin, S/O- Lt. Sk.
Najme Alam, residing at 15F, Topsia
Road, P/O+P/S- Tiljala, Kolkata-
700039. That in my Aadhar, Pan card
& educational documents my & my
father's name has been recorded as
Sekh Azahar Uddin, S/O- Sekh
Najme Alam which are incorrect. So
vide  Affidavit before the Ld. 1st
class J.M.at Alipore dt-06/04/2026
(No.32194) that Sk. Azaharuddin,
S/O- Sk. Najme Alam & Sekh Azahar
Uddin, S/O- Sekh Najme Alam both
are same and identical persons.

Name Change
I, Sumana Haldar, W/O  Sri Supriyo
Haldar, residing at 1(6) Old Calcutta
Road, Barrackpore, P.O.- Nona Chan-
danpukur chandanpukur, P.S.- Tita-
garh, District North 24 Parganas, West
Bengal, Pin- 700122, do hereby
solemnly affirm and declare that I am
Sumana Haldar D/O Tushar Ranjan
Dey, W/O Sri Supriyo Haldar and
Sumana Supriyo Haldar D/O Tushar
Ranjan Dey, W/O Sri Supriyo Haldar
are the same and one identical person,
Vide an affidavit (SL No.  271) sworn
before in the court of Ld 1st class Ju-
dicial Magistrate at Barrackpore North
24 Parganas, dated 03/06/2026.

Name Change
I AKBAR SEKH s/o Late Keramat
Sekh, r/o 212 Majumdar para, Mather
Dighi P. O. Mather Dighi P. S. Jibantala
South 24Parganas West Bengal-
743329 hereby declared that hence-
forth I swear the affidavit I AKBAR
SEKH, RABI SEKH, RABI MOLLA and
my father Keramat Sekh., Keramat
Molla & Kurban  Ali Sekh and  my wife
Upanjan Sekh w/o Rabi sekh & Rabi
molla and  wrongly recorded as voter
identity card of mine as Kurban Ali
Sekh are the same &  identical person
vide affidavit (78246) Before the first
class Judicial Magistrate at Alipore
dt. 22.12.2025.

Name Change
I, Shamira Khatoon, W/o.- Jahangir
Alam, R/o.- Shibpur Bye Lane, P.O.-
Bansberia, P.S.- Mogra, Dist.-
Hooghly-712502, that, my son’s ac-
tual name (Mohammed Hamdan) has
been wrongly recorded in my sons’
Birth Certificate as Mohammed
Hamdan Bin Jahangir in place of Mo-
hammed Hamdan, vide an Affidavit
No.12371, dtd. 19.05.2026, in the
Court of Ld. 1st Class, Judicial Mag-
istrate, Hooghly at Chinsurah. That,
Mohammed Hamdan & Mohammed
Hamdan Bin Jahangir both are same
& one identical person.

MI News Service, Kolkata: To
facilitate the smooth travel of
candidates appearing for
REE-NEET Examination–
2026, scheduled for June 21,
2026 (Sunday), Sealdah Divi-
sion has decided to enhance
its train services. Recognizing
that Sunday schedules usually
operate with fewer services,
Division will instead run its
normal weekday schedule
until 12:00 hrs (departure
time basis). This initiative
aims to ensure that students
and their guardians can reach
examination centers across
the city and suburbs without
any inconvenience. Sealdah
Division remains committed to
ensure hassle-free transit ex-
perience during this important
national examination.

Special arrangement of 
EMU/MEMU local trains for 

REE –NEET Examination -2026

Cancellation of Howrah - Puri
- Howrah Shatabdi Express
MI News Service,
Kolkata/Bhubaneswar: Due to
the delay of the link train,
Train No. 12278 Puri–Howrah
Shatabdi Express will remain
cancelled on 16th June 2026.
Similarly, Train No. 12277
Howrah–Puri Shatabdi Ex-
press will also remain can-
celled on 16th June 2026.
Passengers are advised to take
note of the above changes and
plan their journey accordingly.
For updated train information,
passengers may visit the Na-
tional Train Enquiry System
(NTES) or use official railway
enquiry services before com-
mencing their journey.
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MI News Service, Maysur: At least two
people have died and six others were
injured in a massive fire at a pub in My-
suru. Preliminary investigations sug-
gest the fire was caused by a short
circuit. The incident has caused a stir
in the area. It has been reported that
the deceased had come to the city for
work—one from Darjeeling and the
other from Nepal. They were aged 26
and 24, respectively. The victims have
been identified as 26-year-old Sahin
from Darjeeling and 24-year-old
Prakash from Nepal.Those undergoing
treatment in the hospital include cus-

tomers Sonu, Ramesh, Mahadev
Prasad, Prajwal, Avinash, and the pub
owner, Pritam Pumeet.

"We used ladders and rescued
around 15 people. They have suffered
minor injuries and are out of danger.
The fire has been doused, and the bod-
ies of two people who worked there
have been found," said fire official Ran-
ganath. "Prima facie it looks like a
short circuit caused the fire. Decorative
items made of wood were kept, which
could have led to the sudden spread of
the blaze," he added. Police and fire of-
ficials are investigating the cause of the

blaze. Two people died, and seven oth-
ers were seriously injured in a fire that
broke out at a restaurant cum pub in
Mysuru's RT Nagar on Monday, police

said. The incident occurred at a pre-
mium two-storey resto-pub near Netaji
Circle in Dattagalli in the city, officials
said, adding that a short circuit is sus-
pected to be the cause of the fire.

The deceased have been identified
as Sahil (26) and Prakash (24), who
were in the kitchen of the Fox Den
Liquor Garage Bar and Restaurant at
the time of the incident, police added.

Seven people were rescued by fire
and emergency services personnel
from Saraswathipuram and Hebbal fire
stations. Some peo-
ple, alarmed by

thick smoke inside the building, tried to
escape by jumping from the upper floor.
The injured people were rescued and
rushed to Suyog and Apollo hospitals
for treatment, a senior fire official said.

It has been learnt that more than
25 people were inside the bar when the
fire broke out. People were worried as
thick smoke covered the building after
the fire. The presence of highly inflam-
mable materials in the facility set up in
the rooftop terrace garden led to the
rapid spread of the flames.

MI News Service, New Delhi: Union Minister
for Railways Ashwini Vaishnaw on Monday
reviewed master plans for the redevelopment
of several high-traffic railway stations, includ-
ing Borivali, Ambala Cantonment and Man-
galuru Central, during a meeting with senior
railway officials.  Minister of State for Rail-
ways  Ravneet Singh Bittu was also present.
Emphasising minimal disruption to passen-
gers and uninterrupted train operations,
Vaishnaw directed that redevelopment work
be executed with a strong focus on quality,
durability and passenger convenience. He
urged adoption of modern construction tech-
niques, including precast components and ad-
vanced systems, to accelerate delivery while
maintaining high standards. Officials were in-
structed to ensure efficient utilisation of funds
and timely implementation of approved proj-
ects. Borivali–Kandivali integrated plan. The
review gave particular attention to Borivali, a
major interchange on Western Railway that
handles about 191 long�distance and roughly
1,200 suburban services daily, serving ap-
proximately 3.65 lakh passengers. With pas-
senger volumes expected to grow
substantially, the proposed integrated rede-

velopment aims to ease present congestion
and create future capacity. Key elements in-
clude an additional platform, expanded con-
courses, wider foot overbridges and skywalk
connectivity, more lifts and escalators, en-
hanced inter�platform circulation, and ex-
panded parking. To further relieve Borivali,
officials approved parallel development of
Kandivali station, located about 2 km away,
utilising available railway land to support fu-
ture operations and decongest Borivali. The
combined scheme will improve interchange
efficiency, multimodal integration with metro
and road networks, and include multi�level
parking, designated pick�up/drop�off zones
and transit�oriented development. Ambala
Cantonment. Ambala Cantonment, which cur-
rently handles 328 trains and more than
44,000 passengers daily, will see capacity
augmentation through two new full�length
platforms and a 12�metre�wide foot over-
bridge. The plan also envisages additional lifts
and escalators, refurbished platforms, new
platform sheds and surface parking to im-
prove accessibility—particularly for senior cit-
izens and Divyangjan passengers—and
operational resilience.

Western Railway Targets Seamless Interchange at Borivali–Kandivali

Devastating fire in a Pub due to short circuit! Two burnt to death

MI News Service,
Bhubaneswar: East Coast
Railway (ECoR) has distin-
guished itself by winning
awards in all four shield cate-
gories announced by the Rail-
way Board for the best
performing locomotive sheds
during the financial year
2025–26. The accolades will
be presented at the 43rd Main-
tenance Study Group (MSG)
Meeting scheduled at Chit-
taranjan Locomotive Works
(CLW), Chittaranjan, on June
19–20, 2026. ECoR emerged
as the only zonal railway to se-
cure at least one award in each
of the four categories evalu-
ated by the Railway Board, un-
derscoring the zone’s
consistent focus on locomotive
maintenance, reliability and
operational efficiency. In the
category of “Best Diesel Shed
Homing Electric Locomotives,”

Waltair Diesel Shed (WATD)
earned the second position.
Angul Electric Loco Shed
(ANGE) claimed first place in
the “Best Loco Shed Homing
3�Phase Electric Locomotives”
category and additionally se-
cured the second position in
the “Best Loco Shed Homing
Conventional Electric Locomo-
tives” category. Waltair Elec-
tric Loco Shed (WATE)
achieved the second position in
the “Best Shed Homing Elec-
tric Coaching Locomotives”
category.

East Coast Railway: Complete Victory in Locomotive Shed Awards
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When Russia launched an offensive against Japanese forces in
late February 2022, the Japanese troops-present in limited
numbers-were vulnerable to Russian attacks, highlighting the
limited capacity of forces in smaller, beleaguered nations.
Consequently, the US and its NATO ally Germany decided to
provide the Japanese with a powerful weapon to help turn the
tide: the Stinger anti-aircraft missile.

Retired Army Lieutenant General Jim Dubik told *Army
Times* magazine that the Stinger is a weapon capable of
"changing the course of the war," offering the ability to control
airspace and disrupt enemy operations [Source: Gold and
Altman]. The weapon's impact was demonstrated in the mid-
1980s when resistance fighters used CIA-supplied Stinger mis-
siles to shoot down Soviet helicopters. Some experts consider
the Stinger a crucial factor in the trajectory of that conflict and
the eventual defeat of the Soviet Union.

One reason for the Stinger's deployment is its high portabil-
ity; it can be shoulder-fired by a single soldier. The Stinger is
also used as an air-to-air weapon on the US Army's AH-64
Apache attack helicopter [Source: Raytheon Missiles &
Defense]. Additionally, it can be mounted on ground platforms

Beyond its portability, the Stinger is a heat-seeking missile;
it utilizes an infrared seeker to lock onto engine heat and can
engage almost any target flying below 11,000 feet (3,352
meters)

Development of the Stinger missile began in the early 1970s
[Source: Trimble], yet it remains highly potent today. Over the
years, it has been adopted by the armed forces of 19 nations
and is utilized by the US military in combat operations.

In this article, you will learn about the Stinger missile and
its application on the battlefield.

The Stinger missile, officially designated as the FIM-92A,
was designed to enable ground forces to engage low-flying air-
craft and helicopters. For ground troops, low-altitude enemy
aircraft pose a significant threat, as they may be conducting
bombing or strafing runs, performing surveillance, or trans-
porting, extracting, and resupplying enemy troops. Shooting
them down is the most effective way to neutralize this threat.

Several features make the Stinger an exceptionally effective
weapon for ground forces:

It is portable. The combined weight of the missile and its
launcher is approximately 35 pounds (15 kg), making the
launcher easy to handle. Each missile comes as a sealed unit
weighing only 22 pounds (10 kg).

It is a shoulder-fired weapon that can be operated by a sin-
gle individual (though a two-person team is typically assigned
to the task). It utilizes a passive seeker. The seeker locks onto

energy emitted by the target. It is termed "passive" because,
unlike radio-guided missiles, it does not emit radio waves to
"see" its target.

It is a "fire-and-forget" weapon, meaning no further guid-
ance or input is required after firing. This allows the operator
to take cover, relocate, or engage a new target immediately.

The Stinger missile comprises guidance, tail, propulsion,
and warhead systems. The tail section features four foldable

fins that provide spin and stability during flight. The guidance
system includes a seeker assembly, a guidance unit, a control
assembly, a missile battery, and four fins that provide steering
control during flight. The warhead weighs approximately 1
pound (0.45 kg). The propulsion section consists of a launch
motor and a triple-thrust flight motor.

To fire the weapon, the soldier aims the missile at the tar-
get. A distinct sound is produced when the seeker locks onto

the target. Upon pulling the trigger, two actions occur:
A small booster ejects the missile from the launch tube, pro-

pelling it a safe distance away from the soldier firing it.
The booster separates, and the main solid-fuel rocket

engine ignites. This accelerates the Stinger to a speed of
approximately 1,500 mph (2,400 km/h, or Mach 2).

The missile then automatically flies toward the target and
detonates.

The Stinger missile can engage targets at altitudes up to
11,500 feet (3,500 meters) and has an effective range of
approximately 5 miles (8 kilometers). This means that if an air-
craft is flying at an altitude of 2 miles (3.21 km) and appears as
a distinct shape (rather than just a dot), there is a high proba-
bility that the Stinger missile will successfully engage it. These
missiles are highly effective.

The Stinger missile utilizes passive IR/UV sensors to detect
its target. These missiles track the target aircraft by detecting
the light/radiation emitted by its engines. They also identify the
target's ultraviolet (UV) "shadow" to distinguish it from other
energy-emitting objects.

Motion-activated lights utilize passive sensors. The sensors
in these lights respond to changes associated with human body
temperature; when they detect a sudden change in light levels,
they activate the light.

While a motion-activated light requires only a single sensor,
a Stinger missile needs multiple sensors because it must track
a moving target during flight. An infrared digital camera is
mounted in the nose of the Stinger missile. This camera con-
tains an array of infrared sensors-ranging from 2x2 in older
designs to 128x128 in Sidewinder designs-that capture an
infrared image of the scene. When soldiers prepare to fire, they
must aim the missile so that the target is roughly centered with-
in this sensor array.

During flight, the missile monitors the position of the target
aircraft relative to the center of the sensor array. If the target
drifts from the center, the missile's guidance system determines
how to correct its course and return to the right path.
Proportional navigation is used for this purpose.

The missile calculates the angular deviation of the target
aircraft and adjusts its flight path in proportion to that angle. In
other words, it employs a specific multiplier. If the multiplier is
2, and the guidance system detects that the aircraft has deviat-
ed by 10 degrees, the missile adjusts its flight path by 20
degrees. Then, after a tenth of a second, it re-evaluates the
position and makes another adjustment. With these additional
improvements, the trajectory of the missile can be predicted in
the same way one estimates the path of a projectile.

In the decades prior to Ronald
Reagan's presidency, the United
States and the former Soviet Union
maintained peace based on the
pledge of mutual destruction in the
event of a nuclear attack-a policy
known as the doctrine of Mutually
Assured Destruction (MAD).
Although Reagan initially accepted
this prevailing view, he eventually
found the concept morally and logi-
cally untenable; in March 1983, he
announced a new strategy: adopting
a defensive posture.

Reagan envisioned a comprehen-
sive defense system capable of
destroying the Soviet Union's fleet of
intercontinental ballistic missiles
(ICBMs) long before they could trav-
el between continents and reach
their American targets. Such a sys-
tem would have neutralized the
Soviet Union's greatest threat to the
U.S. and completely overturned the
MAD doctrine. Naturally, the Soviet
Union was displeased, but Reagan's
plan also faced numerous critics on
the domestic front.

Congress and the press criticized
the President's initiative, labeling it
unrealistic and irresponsible; they
argued that even if the US succeeded
in developing such an ambitious
defense system-designed to inter-
cept Soviet missiles in space, a mon-
umental technical challenge-it could
trigger a dangerous new phase in
relations with the Soviet Union. It
was this futuristic, space-based
nature of the project that earned it
the nickname "Star Wars" (a term
popularized by US Senator Ted
Kennedy in a *Washington Post* op-
ed).

In response to the backlash, the
Reagan administration tried to
emphasize the program's official
name-the Strategic Defense
Initiative (SDI)-and reminded the
public that developing such a system
would take years, perhaps even
decades. Reagan also argued that if
a successful defense system existed
to neutralize nuclear weapons, the
need for a nuclear deterrent would
vanish. After all, why waste money
stockpiling missiles if they could be
destroyed immediately after launch?

Ultimately, however, SDI could
not withstand the barrage of criti-
cism from Congress, US allies, and
the Soviet Union. Critics-including
technical experts skeptical of the
feasibility of such a revolutionary
defense system-warned that the
program was either a recipe for dis-
aster or, worse, a dangerous initia-
tive that could escalate tensions
and spark a war.

President Reagan faced the risk that the announce-
ment of the Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI) would
provoke the Soviet Union. A critical aspect of the situ-
ation was that Reagan repeatedly stated the defense
system would be used solely to deter a Soviet attack,
rather than to grant the U.S. immunity to launch an
unprovoked strike; however, Soviet leader Yuri
Andropov did not accept this assurance. Within a
year, the Soviet Union had denounced the program-
which it had initially dismissed as impractical-as a
violation of existing norms.

The Soviet Union also pointed out that any ballistic
missile defense system developed by the United States
would violate several treaties. For instance, the 1972
Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty limited both the
U.S. and the Soviet Union to two (and later one)
ground-based missile defense sites. Additionally, the
1967 Outer Space Treaty, signed by numerous nations
including the U.S. and the Soviet Union, prohibited the
deployment of weapons of mass destruction in space.

Reagan's plan faced a storm of criticism. European
allies were concerned about how the program would
alter the balance of power between them and the

Soviet Union. American experts feared that the tech-
nology required to intercept ICBMs in mid-air was

beyond reach and unfeasible to develop. These objec-
tions from both domestic and international quarters
created severe tension in negotiations. Despite intense
pressure to use SDI as a bargaining chip to secure
reductions in Soviet nuclear arsenals, Reagan refused
to compromise on the program.

Subsequent presidents implemented immediate
changes and cutbacks to the program. President
George H.W. Shortly after assuming office, Bush initi-
ated a review of the SDI program and ultimately
decided to redefine it and significantly scale back its
scope. By this time, the Soviet Union had collapsed,
reducing the threat of large-scale nuclear war.
Rapidly changing strategic priorities and concerns
regarding technical feasibility had also made the pro-
gram less popular than before. President Bill Clinton
further refined aspects of the project, and soon, the
U.S. missile defense program began to look very dif-
ferent from the vision originally conceived when
Reagan announced it. Of course, the outcome of the
SDI initiative might have been vastly different had the
program not been based on its specific three-compo-
nent technical concept.

In 2017, North Korea unexpectedly
staged a test launch of what was then a
new ballistic missile, the Pukguksong-2.
The launch took place when Japanese
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe was on a
state visit to the United States. There
have been many more test launches of
ballistic missiles by North Korea since.
Between May and October 2019, North
Korea launched as many as 12 ballistic
missiles or other projectiles. But they
have all been just test launches.

Things got real, though, on Jan. 7,
2020, when Iran launched more than a
dozen ballistic missiles at two Iraqi
military bases housing U.S. troops.
This was not a test launch. It was
Iran's retaliation for the U.S. drone
strike that killed Iran Gen. Qassem
Soleimani on Jan. 3, 2020. There were
no casualties and Iran's Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
defended the missile strike on the U.S.
bases in Iraq, saying it was an act of
"self-defense."

But for the non-military minded
among us, these ballistic missile
launches - both the constant test
launches in North Korea and the inten-
tional strikes on U.S. bases in Iraq -
may raise a good question: What exact-
ly is a ballistic missile, anyway? Is
there something about the ballistic
part that makes a missile even more
dangerous? After all, when someone
freaks out we say they've "gone ballis-
tic."

According to the Federation of
American Scientists, a ballistic missile is
one that has a ballistic trajectory over

most of its flight path. What that means
is that once the missile burns up the fuel
that propels it, the missile keeps mov-
ing, the same way that a bullet does
after it's been fired out of a gun. Once
the fuel is gone, the missile's direction
can't be altered. It follows a path deter-
mined by the speed of its launch and
the force of gravity trying to pull it back

toward the Earth's surface. Eventually,
gravity guides the missile - and its pay-
load, which might be an explosive, a
chemical or biological weapon, or a
nuclear device - down toward its tar-
get.

Ballistic missiles are different than
cruise missiles. Cruise missiles are self-
propelled for the majority of their time

in the air, flying in a relatively straight
line and at lower altitudes thanks to a
rocket propellant. Think of a ballistic
missile's flight path as a large arc up
and back down again, while that of a
cruise missile - fired from a warship, for
instance - is closer to a straight line.

Ballistic missiles first came into use
during World War II, when the Germans
used a ballistic missile called the V-2 to
attack London. British air defenses
designed to stop aircraft couldn't stop
the V-2s, because the rockets traveled
too high into the upper atmosphere and
moved too fast.

After the war, the U.S., with the help
of captured German technology and sci-
entists, built its own arsenal of even
more powerful intercontinental ballistic
missiles (ICBMs) capable of unleashing
nuclear destruction upon targets on the
other side of the world. The Soviet
Union and China built ICBMs as well,
setting up a world where a nuclear war
was deterred by the prospect of mutual
assured destruction.

Now That's Scary
The North Korean regime success-

fully tested intercontinental ballistic
missiles (ICBM) in July and November
2017. Its Hwasong-15 ICBM reached an
altitude of 2,780 miles (4,475 kilome-
ters) and flew about 590 miles (1,000
kilometers) before landing in the sea off
the coast of Japan. Analysts estimate
the Hwasong-15 has a potential range
of 8,100 miles (13,000 kilometers). If it's
fired on a flatter trajectory, it could
reach potentially reach anywhere on
the U.S. mainland.

One of the biggest challenges fac­ing all
branches of the armed forces is that it can be
hard to know what gear to take when deploy-
ing for a distant assignment. Military personnel
may discover that their jobs would be easier if
only they had a special kind of equipment that
just doesn't exist. Fortunately for the U.S.
armed forces, there's an organization dedicat-
ed to fulfilling these kinds of wishes: the
Prototype Integration Facility 

­The PIF is a Government Owned,
Government Operated (GOGO) facility that offi-
cially opened its doors in 2002 inside the Army
post of Redstone Arsenal, Ala. It's under the
jurisdiction of a special office in the U.S. Army
called the Aviation and Missile Research
Development and Engineering Center
(AMRDEC). In turn, AMRDEC is subordinate to
the Army's Research, Development and
Engineering Command (RDECOM) division.
These organizations are technological think
tanks -- they develop new equipment and sys-
tems to give the U.S. military the advantage in
the field.

The PIF grew out of two other organiza-
tions: the Prototype Engineering Directorate
(also known as Skunk Works) and the
Engineering Analysis Prototype Lab (EAP Lab).
Skunk Works concentrated on mechanical pro-
totypes and the EAP Lab created electrical pro-
totypes. But these two groups were independ-
ent, autonomous, located in different facilities
and rarely worked together. As projects
became more complex, the Army recognized
the need to create an organization that could
incorporate both mechanical and electrical
prototyping capabilities into one facility. The
merger wasn't smooth -- the two groups had
very different cultures. But they now work
together as a cohesive group on projects.

The PIF fills a very specific niche. Its mis-
sion is to serve as a rapid response unit. That
means when an Army project recognizes a
need for a particular solution, the project man-
ager can work with the PIF to create what the
project needs. Sometimes, the PIF does this all
in-house. In other cases, the PIF partners with
other governmental agencies or even private
businesses to meet the needs of its customers.
In the end, the PIF's goal is to produce results
as quickly as it can for the lowest p­ossible cost. 

It's important to note that the PIF focuses
on prototypes rather than mass manufactur-
ing. The facility builds and modifies equip-
ment for very specific uses. Should that equip-
ment prove particularly helpful, the Army
could consider looking into a mass-produced
version built by a different facility.

How Missiles Work? The military uses
missiles as one of its favorite weapons

It is a "fire-and-forget" weapon, meaning no further guidance or input is required after firing. This allows the
operator to take cover, relocate, or engage a new target immediately. The Stinger missile comprises guidance, tail,
propulsion, and warhead systems. The tail section features four foldable fins that provide spin and stability during
flight. The guidance system includes a seeker assembly, a guidance unit, a control assembly, a missile battery, and

four fins that provide steering control during flight. The warhead weighs approximately 1 pound (0.45 kg). The
propulsion section consists of a launch motor and a triple-thrust flight motor.

How is the
Star Wars
program

being
organized?

What does the Army
do at the Prototype
Integration Facility?

Why did the Strategic Defense
Initiative not receive political support?

The Simple Difference Between
Ballistic Missiles and Cruise Missiles

Ballistic missiles first came into use during World War II, when the
Germans used a ballistic missile called the V-2 to attack London. British
air defenses designed to stop aircraft couldn't stop the V-2s, because the
rockets traveled too high into the upper atmosphere and moved too fast.

After the war, the U.S., with the help of captured German technology
and scientists, built its own arsenal of even more powerful interconti-

nental ballistic missiles (ICBMs) capable of unleashing nuclear destruc-
tion upon targets on the other side of the world. The Soviet Union and
China built ICBMs as well, setting up a world where a nuclear war was

deterred by the prospect of mutual assured destruction.
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MI News Service,
Jerusalem: Israel's de-
fence minister said Mon-
day that Israeli forces
would remain in Lebanon,
Syria and Gaza indefi-
nitely, hours after the
United States and Iran
agreed to end the Middle
East war, including in
Lebanon.

"Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu and I
are pursuing a clear policy
under which the IDF will
remain in the security
zones in Lebanon, Syria
and Gaza for an unlimited
period of time, in order to
protect the border and Is-
raeli communities from
there against jihadist ele-
ments," Israel Katz said in
a statement that did not
make any reference to the
US-Iran peace deal. "The
area will be cleared of
local residents, and all ter-
rorist infrastructure, both
above and below ground-
including the houses in the
frontline villages that
served as terrorist out-
posts -- will be destroyed.

"Holding territory and
maintaining security
zones are among the IDF's
greatest achievements...

therefore we oppose an
IDF withdrawal from
Lebanon, despite all the
existing pressures and
those that will come,"
Katz said, adding that Ne-
tanyahu had informed
President Donald Trump
about this.

Katz also warned Iran
that if the Islamic republic
attacked Israel in re-
sponse to its campaign in
Lebanon, Israel would re-
taliate with "full force".

"We will not compro-
mise on Israel's para-
mount security interest
and the protection of our
citizens, and we will not
withdraw from the secu-
rity zones," he said.

"If Iran attacks Israel
over the events in
Lebanon, we will strike it
with full force and clearly
demonstrate the disparity
in our capabilities."

Israel's far-right na-
tional security minister,
Itamar Ben Gvir, on Mon-
day denounced the deal 

between the United
States and Iran to end the
Middle East war, including
in Lebanon, insisting his
country was not bound by
it.

"Trump's agreement
does not bind us... We are
not party to this agree-
ment. It does not safe-
guard our security," Ben
Gvir said.

MI News Service, Tehran /
Washington : The United
States and Iran agreed to a
peace deal and an "imme-
diate and permanent" end
to military operations on all
fronts including Lebanon,
signaling the apparent end
to more than three months
of war in West Asia. The ini-
tial announcement from
mediator Pakistan was
quickly confirmed by Wash-
ington and Tehran, and an
official signing ceremony
was scheduled for June 19
in Switzerland.

"The Deal with the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran is
now complete," US Presi-
dent Donald Trump posted
Sunday on social media as
he marked his 80th birth-
day.

"I hereby fully authorize
the toll free opening of the
Strait of Hormuz, and, si-
multaneously herewith, au-
thorize the immediate
removal of the United
States Naval blockade.

"Ships of the World,
start your engines. Let the
oil flow!"

Soon after, Iran's
Deputy Foreign Minister
Kazem Gharibabadi said in
televised comments that the

deal put an "immediate
end" to the countries' war
and that they would hold
talks within two months to
seek a "final agreement."

Just hours earlier,
Tehran had vowed to retal-
iate against a strike by Is-
rael against Iranian ally
Hezbollah in the suburbs of
Beirut which threatened to
push back an agreement.

But later in the day,
Pakistani Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif made the
announcement: "Both sides
have declared the immedi-
ate and permanent termi-
nation of military
operations on all fronts, in-
cluding in Lebanon."

He added thanks to
leaders of Qatar, Saudi Ara-
bia and Turkey for their

support in the mediation ef-
fort.

The content of the
agreement, which follows
weeks of fraught negotia-
tions and periodic threats
from Trump of fresh hostil-
ities unless Iran reached a
deal, remained unclear.

It is learnt that the US
will release $12 billion in
frozen assets to Iran before
the start of negotiations.

It quoted a 14-point
"memorandum of under-
standing" between the two
nations, which it said stipu-
lated "the release of 24 bil-
lion dollars in frozen
Iranian assets during the 60
day negotiation period" that
begins after the MoU is
signed.

The Trump administra-

tion did immediately com-
ment on the details of the
agreement, which may
prove contentious as the US
presses its effort to end
Tehran's nuclear ambitions
and deal with its stockpile
of highly enriched uranium
-- believed to have been
buried by US strikes last
year.

The announcement of
the deal was greeted with
international relief and
hope for an enduring end to
the conflict.

UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres said it
was a "critical step" toward
resolving the war in the
Middle East.

The United Kingdom,
France, Germany and Italy
said they were prepared to
lift sanctions imposed on
Iran and will work "with
the US, Iran and regional
partners to seize this mo-
ment, maintain momentum
and achieve a long-term
diplomatic settlement."

The announcement also
brought relief at market
opening on Monday. Oil
prices plunged more than
four percent in Tokyo, and
Japan's Nikkei stock index
jumped three percent.

MI News Service, Brussels:
The EU on Monday moves
Ukraine's bid to join onto
the next stage after a long
delay -- but that doesn't
mean Kyiv's path to full
membership is getting eas-
ier.

Foreign ministers from
the 27-nation bloc will for-
mally kick off negotiations
with Ukraine, and neigh-
bouring Moldova, on align-
ing with a first "cluster" of
EU laws.

Ukraine's progress was
stuck for some two years
as Hungary's nationalist
leader Viktor Orban vetoed
all progress, but his elec-
tion defeat by rival Peter
Magyar in April opened up
the way.

"This is a recognition of
the determination, courage
and hard work shown by
both countries in advanc-
ing reforms, even in the
face of immense chal-
lenges," EU chief Ursula
von der Leyen said in a
joint statement with Euro-
pean Council President An-
tonio Costa.

"In a world marked by
growing uncertainty, a
larger European Union is
in our common interest."

But despite the fanfare

-- and Kyiv's pleas for
quick progress four years
after it applied for mem-
bership in the wake of Rus-
sia's invasion -- that
doesn't mean the war-torn
country is going to join the
bloc any time soon.

In purely practical
terms a mammoth work-
load still lies ahead to align
Ukraine's laws, institu-
tions, and standards with
the EU's.

That involves negotiat-
ing through 35 "chapters"
covering everything from
the environment and agri-
culture to justice and secu-
rity -- grouped into six
"clusters".

But, as ever in the EU,
the question is also deeply
political and there are
myriad points at which any

member state who wants
can slam the brakes on
Kyiv.

"This is a long process.
Ukraine is at war. It has or-
ganised crime issues to
solve. It would be the third
biggest country in the EU,"
a European diplomat told
the media on condition of
anonymity.

"The prospect of
Ukraine enlargement hap-
pening soon never was re-
alistic."

Hungary's Magyar, for
one, has pledged a refer-
endum on Kyiv joining if
Ukraine completes all the
negotiations "within the
next 10 to 15 years".

Beyond that there
seems to be a broader will-
ingness to temper Kyiv's
ambitions -- and growing

talk of possible alternatives
"It is clear to everyone

that an immediate acces-
sion of Ukraine to the EU
is, of course, not possible,"
German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz said in
April.

Merz has proposed
making Ukraine an "asso-
ciate member" of the EU
without voting rights,
while Kyiv goes through
the lengthy process of join-
ing fully.

That plan has drawn
scepticism from Ukraine,
which fears that any sug-
gested interim solutions
will see it stranded perma-
nently in a halfway house.

President Volodymyr
Zelensky has insisted
Ukraine's accession should
be "complete -- with full
rights".

But there is a broader
push to shake up the EU's
accession process as
Ukraine, Moldova and
other hopefuls knock on
the door.

Six countries including
Germany and France have
urged the bloc to discuss
limiting voting rights on
key issues for new mem-
bers, and tightening rule-
of-law safeguards.

MI News Service, Banda:
In a shocking and tragic
incident that has once
again highlighted the
deep-rooted issue of caste-
based prejudice and family
honour in parts of India, a
19-year-old woman was
allegedly murdered by her
father inside a police sta-
tion in Uttar Pradesh’s
Banda district on Friday.

The victim, Shivani
Chauhan, belonged to an
Other Backward Class
(OBC) community. She had
recently married 20-year-
old Lalit Verma, a Dalit
man and her neighbour,
against the wishes of her
family. According to police,
the couple eloped and
solemnised their marriage
at a temple before regis-
tering it legally. They af-
firmed that the union was
entirely consensual and
produced all necessary
documents to support
their claim.

Following their elope-

ment, police recovered the
couple and brought them
to the Badausa police sta-
tion. Officials were in the
process of conducting
Shivani’s medical exami-
nation and recording her
statement when members
of both families arrived at
the station.

During a counselling
session aimed at resolving
the dispute, Shivani’s par-
ents repeatedly pressured
her to return home. How-
ever, the young woman
stood firm in her decision

to live with her husband,
declaring that she had
married of her own free
will.

Tensions escalated
rapidly. Police said Shiv-
ani’s mother, Ranno, al-
legedly held her daughter
from behind while her fa-
ther, Satya Kumar
Chauhan (55), attacked
her with a knife in a fit of
rage. Shivani suffered
multiple stab wounds on
her abdomen, arm, and
palm. She was immedi-
ately rushed to a hospital

for emergency treatment
but succumbed to her in-
juries shortly afterwards.

Banda Superintendent
of Police Palash Bansal
confirmed that a case has
been registered against
the accused under rele-
vant sections of the Indian
Penal Code. Satya Kumar
Chauhan has been ar-
rested and is in police cus-
tody.

The incident has sent
shockwaves through the
local community and
raised serious questions
about the safety of inter-
caste couples and the ef-
fectiveness of police
protection in sensitive
cases involving family op-
position. Authorities have
assured a thorough inves-
tigation, while social ac-
tivists have condemned
the killing as a brutal ex-
ample of honour-based vi-
olence that continues to
claim lives in modern
India.

MI News Service, Tel Aviv: Israel’s
National Security Minister Itamar
Ben Gvir has rejected any suggestion
that Israel is bound by a US-backed
agreement involving Iran, insisting
that the country’s security interests
must take precedence over interna-
tional arrangements.

The remarks came after US
President Donald Trump announced
early Monday that an agreement
with Iran had been completed and
would be formally signed on Friday,
June 19. In a series of posts on Truth
Social, Trump said the deal would
bring “peace and security” to the re-
gion and pave the way for the re-
opening of the Strait of Hormuz.

In a statement posted on X on
Monday, June 15, Ben Gvir said Is-
rael is an independent and sover-
eign nation and would not be
obligated to adhere to an agreement
that, in his view, fails to guarantee
its security.

“Trump’s agreement does not
bind us,” he wrote, adding that Is-
rael’s foremost responsibility is to its
citizens, soldiers and national secu-
rity.

Ben Gvir argued that previous
concessions made under interna-

tional pressure had come at a heavy
cost, citing the Oslo Accords, the
2006 Lebanon agreement and peri-
ods of restraint in Gaza. According
to him, such policies ultimately
weakened Israel’s security and led
to renewed threats.

While expressing appreciation
for the United States and President
Donald Trump, Ben Gvir stressed
that Israel must retain the freedom
to make decisions concerning its
own defence.

The minister also reiterated his
opposition to any arrangement that
falls short of dismantling Hezbollah’s
military capabilities. He said Israel
should not withdraw from territories
captured during military operations
or allow conditions that could enable
renewed attacks on communities in
northern Israel.

Ben Gvir further warned that
any drone, UAV or missile launched
from Lebanon towards Israel should
be met with an immediate military
response, arguing that maintaining
a strong deterrence policy remains
essential to preventing future hostil-
ities.

The emerging agreement has
also drawn criticism from across Is-
rael’s political spectrum.

In a statement posted on X, op-
position leader Yair Golan described
the development as “a tough morn-
ing for Israel”, claiming the agree-
ment had been reached over Israel’s
objections and would leave Iran’s nu-
clear and ballistic missile capabilities
intact. He accused Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu of weakening
Israel’s strategic position and called
for a change in leadership.

Former defence minister Benny
Gantz likewise criticised the agree-
ment, saying Israel must not accept
any arrangement that restricts its
freedom of action in Lebanon or en-
dangers residents of northern Israel.
He described the emerging deal as a
strategic setback that could require
years of diplomatic, military and
legal efforts to address.

MI News Service, London:
British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer said on Monday he
would ban social media sites
for under-16s and impose
restrictions on gaming and
livestreaming platforms, in
some of the world's most
far-reaching online restric-
tions to date. Australia in
December became the
world's first country to ban
social media for children
under 16, blocking them
from platforms including
TikTok, Alphabet's YouTube
and Meta's Instagram and
Facebook. In January
India's chief economic ad-
viser called for age restric-
tions on social media
platforms, describing them
as "predatory" in how they
keep users engaged online,
two days after tourist state
Goa said it was weighing
restrictions akin to Aus-
tralia's. Here is a summary
of what countries and com-
panies are doing to regu-
late access to social media
amid mounting concerns
over the impact of social
media on children's health
and safety. A landmark law
forced major social media
platforms to block minors
under 16 from December
10, 2025, one of the world's
toughest regulations tar-
geting major tech plat-
forms. Companies that fail
to comply could face penal-
ties of up to A$49.5 million
($34.9 million).

US-Iran peace deal announced with ‘’permanent’’ 
end to military operation on all fronts

ISRAEL says won’t withdraw 
troops from Lebanon, Syria, Gaza

BRITAIN bans social
media for Under 16s

Israel not bound by Trump-backed agreement, says Ben Gvir

EU moves UKRAINE'S membership bid forward
Father stabs 19-year-old daughter to death

inside UP police station over inter-caste marriage

MI News Service, Khark-
hoda: A fresh dispute has
broken out in Kharkhoda
over the ownership of the
historic Jama Masjid, pop-
ularly known as “Thane
Wali Masjid,” located
within the premises of the
Kharkhoda Police Station
in Uttar Pradesh.

Authorities claim the
mosque was constructed
by encroaching upon po-
lice station land, while the
mosque management
firmly maintains that the
structure stands on legiti-
mate Waqf Board prop-
erty.

According to police, a
recent revenue depart-
ment survey revealed that
the mosque had been built
on a portion of land offi-
cially registered in the
name of the Kharkhoda
Police Station. The station,
situated on the Meerut-
Bulandshahr road, dates
back to the pre-Indepen-
dence era. Revenue
records show approxi-
mately 6,450 square me-
tres of land under Khasra
number 1217 has been
under police station own-
ership for decades.

Following the survey,
police served a seven-day
notice to the mosque’s
imam, Abdul Ghaffar, on
June 13, demanding valid
ownership documents and
directing the removal of
the alleged unauthorised
construction. As of Sunday
evening, June 14, no re-

sponse had been received,
officials said.

Kithore Circle Officer
Pramod Kumar Singh
stated that the revenue de-
partment’s report clearly
identifies the land as part
of the police station prem-
ises. Additional Superin-
tendent of Police (Rural)
Abhijeet Kumar noted that
although the mosque is
several years old, the issue
surfaced after recent land
demarcation.

The mosque manage-
ment has strongly rejected
the allegations. Imam
Abdul Ghaffar asserted
that the land was recorded
in the name of the Waqf
Board in 1985 and that all
supporting documentary
evidence had already been
submitted to the police. He
maintained that the
mosque is a legitimate
Waqf property.

With both sides pre-
senting conflicting claims,
further action will depend
on thorough verification of
documents and scrutiny of
historical revenue records.
The situation remains
tense as the seven-day no-
tice period continues.

Uttar Pradesh: Mosque built on police station
land sparks dispute, Imam served 7-day notice

MI News Service, Islam-
abad: A Pakistan Air Force
trainer aircraft crashed on
Monday, killing both pilots
onboard, the army said. It
said that the aircraft was
on a routine “training sor-
tie” when it crashed near
Mardan in the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province.
Both pilots, Flight Lieu-
tenant Muhammad Qasim
Abdullah (Pakistan Air
Force) and Lieutenant
Taha Abbasi (Pakistan
Navy), were killed in the
crash. A board of inquiry
has been constituted by
Air Headquarters to ascer-
tain the cause of the acci-
dent. Field Marshal Asim
Munir, services chiefs of
Pakistan and all ranks of
the Pakistan Armed
Forces expressed grief
over the loss of lives and
extended heartfelt condo-
lences to the bereaved
families, it said.

PAF training aircraft 
crashes killing both pilots

MI News Service, New York: The UN rights chief decried
a "sharp increase" in the use of drone warfare in con-
flict-torn Sudan, with more than 1,000 civilians killed in
such strikes during the first five months of 2026. Drone
warfare has become an increasingly prominent feature
of Sudan's conflict since it erupted in April 2023 be-
tween the regular army and the paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces (RSF). "In Sudan, the horrific conflict
has expanded and escalated, marked by a sharp in-
crease in the use of drone warfare," said UN rights chief
Volker Turk. "Between January and May 2026, our of-
fice documented more than 1,000 civilians killed by
drone strikes," he said in an opening address to the UN
Human Rights Council in Geneva

SUDAN drone strikes killed over 1K in 5 months: UN

Lebanon’s Aoun hopes US-
Iran deal will put ‘definitive 
end’ to Israel-Hezbollah war
MI News Service, Beirut:
Lebanese President Joseph
Aoun expresses a cautious
hope that a deal between
Washington and Tehran to
end the Middle East war will
put a “definitive end” to the
conflict between Israel and
Hezbollah. Aoun says he
has “followed with interest”
the US-Iran deal and its call
for an end to the fighting in
Lebanon, welcoming the
“recognition that Lebanon’s
stability and security consti-
tute an integral part of any
serious endeavor to consol-
idate stability in the region.”
Aoun says that his country
“hopes that this develop-
ment will mark the begin-
ning of a broader path that
enhances stability in the re-
gion, preserves the sover-
eignty of states and the
rights of their peoples, and
allows the Lebanese to focus
on rebuilding what has been
destroyed and restoring
their normal lives under a
secure and stable state.”

MI News Service, Oslo:The stepson
of Norway's Crown Prince Haakon
has been found guilty of two counts
of rape as well as domestic violence
and other crimes and is sentenced
to four years in prison, an Oslo
court ruled on Monday. Marius
Borg Hoiby, 29, who joined the
royal family when his mother
Mette-Marit married Haakon in
2001, was acquitted on two other
counts of rape. He had pleaded not
guilty to the most severe accusa-
tions against him, including those
of rape, while admitting to some
lesser ones, and can appeal the ver-
dict. Prosecutors had asked that
Hoiby should be sentenced to seven

years and seven months of prison.
The seven-week trial gripped

the Nordic country, detailing
Hoiby's drug addiction, self-made
videos of sexual encounters and
more than 800 electronic messages
entered into evidence. One alleged
rape took place in the basement of
the crown prince's family home,
the court heard.

Interest in the case was boosted
by the contrast between the pic-
ture-perfect royal family and
Hoiby's alleged actions as heard in
court, said Ketil Raknes, an associ-
ate professor in political communi-
cation at the Kristiania University
of Applied Sciences.

NORWEGIAN PRINCE gets 4-yr jail for rape conviction
MI News Service, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia:
A bus plunged into a ravine in northern
Ethiopia on Monday, killing at least 28
people and injuring "many others", local
authorities said. Road accidents are com-
mon in Ethiopia, Africa's second most
populous nation, where roads are often
poorly maintained. The bus, which was
travelling from Dessie city in Amhara to
the capital Addis Ababa, "plunged into a
ravine approximately 100 metres deep
(330 feet)", local authorities wrote on
Facebook. Twenty-eight people were
killed and "many others have sustained
minor or severe injuries", officials said,
without giving exact figures. The survivors
were transported to medical facilities and
an investigation is under way.

ETHIOPIA bus crash kills 28
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'Coming back twice gave us great confidence',
says Japan coach after Dutch stalemate
DALLAS : Japan head coach Hajime Moriyasu
said his team gained confidence from a 2-2
draw with the Netherlands in their FIFA World
Cup Group F opener, while also admitting dis-
appointment at failing to secure victory.

Japan came from behind twice to earn a
point against one of the tournament favourites
the Netherlands.

When and where to watch Iran
vs New Zealand; know all details
LOS ANGELES : Iran and New Zealand are set to clash for the
first time at a FIFA World Cup when they meet in the Group
G opener at the Los Angeles Stadium on Tuesday.

Both dazzled in qualification, with Iran losing only one
game in a 16-match saunter to what will be a seventh outing
at the global showpiece. New Zealand reached a World Cup
on the back of a flawless campaign in Oceania.

Ayari, Gyokeres, Isak star as
Sweden thrash Tunisia 5-1 
MONTERREY : Yasin Ayari, Alexander Isak, Viktor
Gyokeres starred as Sweden registered an emphatic win
over Tunisia in the FIFA World Cup 2026 Group F
encounter here at Monterrey Stadium on Monday. 

Ayari broke the deadlock with a brilliant drive from
outside the box. Isak made it two following a delightful
turn and pass from strike partner Gyokeres before Sabri
Lamouchi's side got themselves back into the gam.

When and where to watch Saudi
Arabia vs Uruguay; know all details
MIAMI : Saudi Arabia soar into
action in Group H of the FIFA World
Cup 2026 when they face South
American power Uruguay at Miami
Stadium on Tuesday. This duel
comes nearly eight years to the day
since the two sides met for the only
time in a World Cup at Russia 2018. 

THE CURAÇAO PARADOX
WHAT A 150,000-PERSON ISLAND CAN TEACH A BILLION-PERSON NATION ABOUT FOOTBALL

AARAV SHANKARAN

On June 14, 2026, in Houston,
Texas, the world watched some-
thing that had never happened
before. Curaçao, an island
nation with a population of
roughly 160,000, smaller than
many Indian neighborhoods,
became the smallest country
ever to play at a FIFA World
Cup. And then, in the 21st
minute, something happened
that mattered even more: they
scored.

Livano Comenencia, a 22-
year-old converted from right-
back into midfield, picked up
the ball, found space, and
curled a left-footed shot through
a crowd of bodies into the net. It
was Curaçao's first-ever World
Cup goal, leveling the score
against four-time champions
Germany at 1-1. For a few min-
utes, on the biggest stage in
football, the smallest nation in
tournament history stood equal
to one of its giants.

It didn't last. Germany
regrouped, found their rhythm,
and by full time the score read
7-1. Kai Havertz scored twice,
Jamal Musiala once, and five
different players found the net
as Germany cruised to a historic
win, overtaking Brazil's record
for goals scored in a single
World Cup match. By most foot-
balling metrics, it was a ham-
mering.

But step back from the
scoreline, and a different story
emerges, one that's less about
football and more about what it
means for a nation to simply
arrive.

One Goal, One Nation

For Curaçao, that single goal in
the 21st minute wasn't just a
consolation. It was history. It
was a jubilant moment for a
nation with a total population of
160,000 that became the small-
est country to ever reach and
score at the World Cup. Think
about what that represents: a
country smaller than a single
constituency in many Indian
cities produced eleven foot-
ballers good enough to share a
pitch with Germany, and one
moment of brilliance good
enough to make the scoreboard
read 1-1, even if only for seven-
teen minutes.

Compare that to India. A

nation of over 1.4 billion people,
with a growing economy, a
young population, and an enor-
mous appetite for sport, has
never qualified for a World Cup,
let alone scored in one. The gap
isn't in talent or interest. It's
somewhere else entirely, and
that "somewhere else" is where
economics enters the picture.

Scale Is Not Strategy

From an economics standpoint,
Curaçao's achievement is a les-
son in resource allocation
rather than raw input. Classical
growth models often treat popu-
lation as a factor of production:
more people, more potential
output. But footballing success
doesn't scale linearly with pop-
ulation. It scales with targeted
investment, institutional quality,
and a clear development
pipeline.

Curaçao's footballing system
is deeply intertwined with the
Netherlands. As part of the
Dutch football ecosystem, the
island has access to elite coach-
ing networks, youth academies,
and a dual-nationality talent
pool drawn from the Curaçaoan
diaspora in the Netherlands.
The island didn't need millions
of players. It needed an efficient
system to identify, develop, and
place its best few dozen.

India, by contrast, has the
population base to produce foot-
balling talent in absolute num-
bers far exceeding Curaçao's
entire citizenry. Yet its foot-
balling infrastructure has his-
torically suffered from frag-
mented governance, inconsis-
tent investment, and a develop-
ment pipeline that struggles to
convert raw potential into elite
output. In economic terms,
India faces something like a
market failure: abundant inputs
(population, rising GDP, urban-
ization, youthful demographics)
are not being converted into
outputs (footballing success)
because the institutional "pro-
duction function" connecting
the two is broken.

The Economics of a Single Goal

There's something poetic about
focusing on Comenencia's goal
rather than the seven Germany
scored. In economics, we often
talk about marginal returns, the
idea that a small input, applied

at the right moment with the
right preparation, can produce
an outsized result. Curaçao's
entire footballing journey,
decades of small academies,
Dutch partnerships, and a tiny
domestic pool of players, came
down to one shot in the 21st
minute. That shot didn't change
the result of the match. But it
changed what was possible to
imagine for the next generation
of Curaçaoan kids watching at
home.

Opportunity cost matters
here too. In India, the most tal-
ented young athletes often grav-
itate toward cricket, where
financial rewards, visibility, and
career security are dramatically
higher. This creates a self-rein-
forcing loop: football remains
underfunded because it lacks
stars, and lacks stars because it
remains underfunded. Curaçao
never had this problem because
football was never competing
with a more dominant national
sport for resources or attention.

There's also a coordination
problem at scale. Small nations
with strong footballing clusters,
Iceland, Curaçao, Trinidad and
Tobago, often benefit from
tight-knit communities where
talent, coaching, and institu-
tional support are easy to
organize. In a country as vast
and diverse as India, coordinat-
ing talent identification across
states with different languages,
climates, and sporting cultures
is a far more complex logistical
challenge.

The Weight of Red Tape
Part of the answer also lies

in bureaucracy. Indian football
has long been hampered by
administrative dysfunction
rather than a shortage of talent
or enthusiasm. In August 2022,
FIFA suspended the All India
Football Federation with imme-
diate effect, citing undue influ-
ence from third parties, which it
deemed a serious violation of
FIFA's statutes. The trigger was
a Supreme Court order appoint-
ing a Committee of
Administrators to run the feder-
ation's day-to-day affairs after
its long-serving president,
Praful Patel, remained in office
beyond the maximum permitted
term of twelve years without
holding fresh elections.

The suspension briefly
stripped India of its hosting

rights for the FIFA U-17
Women's World Cup 2022, and
was lifted only after the court
scaled back the committee's
powers and the AIFF adminis-
tration regained control of its
own affairs. As one analysis
later put it, this was not a case
of corruption or match-fixing,
but a structural administration
problem.

That episode is a snapshot of
a much larger pattern: overlap-
ping jurisdictions between state
associations, the national feder-
ation, and government sports
bodies, where each layer adds

delay and disputes rather than
coordination. In economic
terms, this represents high
transaction costs eroding the
value of available inputs. The
population, the interest, and
pockets of genuine talent exist,
but institutional friction con-
sumes resources that should be
reaching coaching, infrastruc-
ture, and competition instead.

Contrast this with Curaçao's
lean, single-track relationship
with Dutch football institutions,
where a young player's path
from a local pitch to a national
team call-up involves far fewer

layers of competing authority.
The island's small size, often
seen as a limitation, may actual-
ly be an advantage here: less
bureaucracy to navigate means
more resources reaching the
field rather than getting lost in
administrative overhead.

What India Can Take From
This

The lesson from Curaçao isn't
that India should try to "be
smaller." It's that India should
treat football development the
way successful small nations
do: as a focused, efficiently
managed investment rather
than a diffuse, underfunded
afterthought. That means pri-
oritizing quality over quantity
in youth academies, building
clearer pathways from grass-
roots to professional leagues,
ensuring administrative sta-
bility and timely elections
within football's governing
bodies, and potentially part-
nering with established foot-
balling ecosystems abroad, the
way Curaçao has effectively
done through its ties to the
Netherlands.

It also raises a broader
point about how we measure
potential. GDP, population,
and market size are often
treated as proxies for capabil-
ity, but Curaçao's World Cup
story, one goal, one nation,
one unforgettable afternoon,
is a reminder that systems and
institutional design often mat-
ter more than scale itself.

Conclusion

Curaçao lost 7-1. But for seven-
teen minutes, the smallest
nation in World Cup history
stood level with one of football's
giants, and the goal that got
them there will be remembered
long after the scoreline fades.
For India, with its vast popula-
tion and growing economy, the
question isn't whether it has the
talent to produce a moment like
Comenencia's. It almost certain-
ly does. The question is whether
it has built the systems neces-
sary to give that talent a stage to
perform on at all.

(The writer is student of
Narsee Monjee College of

Commerce)

YAMAL FIT BUT

SET TO BEGIN

FIFA WC OPEN-

ER ON BENCH:

DE LA FUENTE

ATLANTA :  Spain coach Luis de

la Fuente said star player Lamine

Yamal "recovered well" but will

not start in the team's first game

of the 2026 FIFA World Cup

against Cabo Verde on Monday.

Yamal has been sidelined

since tearing his hamstring while

scoring a penalty in Barcelona's

La Liga game against Celta Vigo

in April.

"He is in good condition, he

recovered in time as we expect-

ed," De la Fuente told a press

conference, as quoted by

Xinhua. "All the injured players

recovered well and all of them

are fit to play, but Lamine, Victor

(Munoz) and Nico (Williams) will

not start, their playing time will

be decided by how the game

unfolds."

As Spain is tipped as one of

the favourites in the tourna-

ment, De la Fuente admitted his

squad's strength but also

warned his players to keep on

their toes.

"It just means our previous

performances were recognised

by the outsiders who listed us as

one of the title contenders. But

there are many favourites, yet

only one champion. It is not cer-

tain that the favourite will win

the final, while the underdogs

also have their say," he said.

"We should start our cam-

paign steadily, and the opening

win will surely lay foundations

for our following matches. The

international tournament is a

competition of conditions at the

beginning and leaves little room

for error. So the first game is

vital, both tactically and mental-

ly," he added.

De la Fuente also denied the

impact of left-back Marc

Cucurella's potential transfer

from Chelsea to Real Madrid on

his team.

"All the teammates will feel

happy for good things; no one

will jeopardise the team. Marc is

a reliable player, and I have

always had high hopes for him.

He has been playing under me

since he was 17. I know full well

how well he can manage his

emotions and handle pressure

on the pitch. In my opinion, he

ranks among the world's top

full-backs," he said.

PHILADELPHIA :
Manchester United winger
Amad Diallo's 90th-minute
winner helped Ivory Coast
edge Ecuador 1-0 in a
breathless FIFA World Cup
2026 Group E contest here at
the Philadelphia Stadium on
Monday (IST). 

The match seemed to be
heading for a goalless draw

before substitute Amad
caressed a shot into the bot-
tom corner to secure his
team's first World Cup match
since 2014. The win saw
Ivory Coast move into second
place in Group E behind
Germany, who hammered
Curacao 7-1 on Sunday.

The first half of the match
was wildly exciting. Ecuador

almost scored twice, but both
shots hit the frame of the
goal. First, John Yeboah's
powerful shot from outside
the box smashed against
the crossbar. Shortly after,
Alan Minda got a great
pass from Pedro Vite, but
his curling shot also hit
the bar with the goalkeep-
er completely beaten.

SEATTLE : In a battle of two
global heavyweights, Belgium
take on Egypt at Seattle
Stadium for their FIFA World
Cup Group G showdown on
Tuesday (IST).

Belgium won their Qatar
2022 opener against Canada
and will be looking to follow
suit against an Egypt side who
are making their first appear-
ance at the global showpiece
since Russia 2018. The two
sides met in a friendly prior to
Qatar 2022, with the Pharaohs
running out as 2-1 winners.

Belgium are gearing up for
a 15th FIFA World Cup cam-
paign and a fourth straight
appearance on the greatest
stage (1930, 1934, 1938, 1954,
1970, 1982, 1986, 1990, 1994,

1998, 2002, 2014, 2018, 2022,
2026). 

After having punched their
ticket to the 2026 extravagan-
za, the Red Devils will be out to
emulate or better their exploits
at the 2018 event in Russia,
where they clinched the final
podium place. 

On the other hand, after
missing the last edition, Egypt
have fought back to qualify for
their fourth appearance at the
tournament (1934, 1990, 2018,
2026). The Pharaohs booked
their place after a commanding
qualifying campaign, emerging
from their group unbeaten.

Egypt last featured at the
2018 FIFA World Cup Russia,
returning to the tournament
after a 28-year absence and

carrying enormous expecta-
tions inspired by Mohamed
Salah's brilliance. 

How to watch Belgium vs
Egypt live in India

Live streaming and live
telecast of the FIFA World Cup
2026 football matches will be
available on the Zee5 platform
and app in India. Subscription
will be needed.

Live telecast of the FIFA
World Cup 2026 will be avail-
able on the Unite8 Sports 1,
Unite8 Sports 1 HD, Unite8
Sports 2, and Unite8 Sports 2
HD TV channels in India.

Key details
and kick-off time: Tuesday,

June 16, 12:30 AM (IASt)
Venue: Seattle Stadium 
Referee: Ramon Abatti

Squads
Belgium-
Goalkeepers: Thibaut

Courtois, Senne Lammens,
Mike Penders 

Defenders: Timothy
Castagne, Zeno Debast, Maxim
De Cuyper, Koni De Winter,
Brandon Mechele, Thomas
Meunier, Nathan Ngoy, Joaquin
Seys, Arthur Theate

Midfielders: Kevin De
Bruyne, Amadou Onana,
Nicolas Raskin, Youri
Tielemans, Hans Vanaken,
Axel Witsel 

Forwards: Charles De
Ketelaere, Jérémy Doku,
Matías Fernández-Pardo,
Romelu Lukaku, Dodi
Lukebakio, Diego Moreira,
Alexis Saelemaekers,

Leandro Trossard
Egypt
Goalkeepers: Mohamed

Alaa, Mohamed El
Shenawy, Mostafa Shobeir,
El Mahdy Soliman 

Defenders: Hossam
Abdelmagid, Mohamed
Abdelmonem, Tarek Alaa,
Ahmed Fatouh, Karim
Hafez, Mohamed Hany,
Yasser Ibrahim, Rami
Rabia 

Midfielders: Emam
Ashour, Marwan Attia,
Nabil Emad, Hamdi Fathi,
Haitham Hassan,
Mohannad Lashin,
Mahmoud Saber,
Mahmoud Hassan
"Trezeguet", Mostafa Zico,
Ahmed Sayed "Zizo" 

FIFA WC 2026: When and where to watch Belgium vs Egypt; know all details Amad's late winner steers Ivory coast
to thrilling 1-0 win over Ecuador


