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Koel Mallick quits 
Rajya Sabha, TMC's 
strength in Upper 
House falls to 9

Three Indian sailors 
onboard MT Settebello 

killed in US attack

Fresh setback to TMC as another 
RS MP Prakash Chik Baraik 

resigns from party and House

Global lawmakers, business 
leaders greet Modi on becoming 

India’s longest-serving elected PM Kalyan Banerjee withdraws from representing 
Abhishek, accuses him of arrogance

Shatrughan Sinha MP, refuses 
to desert Mamata in difficult times

Bengal govt scraps medical education 
promotion panel, seeks fresh applications

MI News Service,  New Delhi / 
Kolkata: Koel Mallick, another Ra-
jya Sabha MP who was elected to 
the Uppeer House barely a couple  
of months ago  by the  Trinamool 
Congress (TMC), also resigned on 
Thursday providing yet another 
blow to the leadership of Mamata 
Banerjee.

Incidentally, earlier in the morn-
ing another TMC Rajya Sabha MP- 
Prakash Chik Baraik- also tendered 
his resignation from the Uppeer 
House  and submitted the letter in 
this regard to the Chairman of the 
House  citing the party’’s humiliat-
ing defeat in the last elections as 
the reason. .

Koel Malliick’s decision to quit 
Rajya Sabha follows an intense 
wave of structural transitions and 
high-profile departures within the 
party leadership after the recent 
legislative assembly debacle,Her 
resignation, which is yet to be an-
nounced officially, comes after days 
of speculation in political circles 
that the celebrated actor may call it 
quits any day. The news of her res-
ignation came 66 days after taking 
the oath in Rajya Sabha.

Her resignation from Rajya 
Sabha also comes in the wake of 
a slew of resignations that have 
hit the TMC ranks in the last few 
weeks. The notable names who 
have tendered their resignations 
after the Bengal poll debacle  com-
prise Sukhendu Shekhar Roy, Sush-
mita Dev, and  Prakash Chik Baraik.

Koel Mallick took oath as a Rajya 
Sabha MP in Delhi on April 6, and 
after taking the oath, she posted a 
picture with her entire family on 
social media and wrote, "I have got 
the opportunity to work for the peo-
ple of Bengal."

With the resignation of Koel Mal-
lick, the TMC has been reduced 
from its strength of 13 seats to just 
nine in the Rajya Sabha. However, 
speculations are still rife that the 
party may suffer further resigna-
tions this week.

MI News Service,  New Delhi: 
Three Indian seafarers onboard 
the Palau-flagged MT Settebello, 
initially reported missing after the 
US military strike on the commer-
cial vessel off Oman coast, are now 
confirmed dead, Union Shipping 
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal said 
on Thursday after bodies were lo-
cated and identified.

It is deeply unfortunate to learn 
of the tragic incident aboard the Pa-
lau-flagged MT Settebello, Sonowal 
said in a social media post.

"Sadly, three Indian seafarers 
initially reported missing are now 
confirmed dead after bodies have 
been located and identified," he 
added.

The minister added that this is 
a "profound loss to our maritime 
family".

"The Modi Govt stands firmly 
with the bereaved during this dif-
ficult hour and is fully committed 
to supporting the next of kin," he 
added.

Sonowal said he has directed 
officials to ensure immediate repa-
triation of the rescued crew mem-
bers and swift return of the mortal 
remains of the deceased for their 
final rites.

India on Wednesday summoned 
the US charge d'affaires to strong-
ly protest a US military attack on 
a commercial vessel off the Oman 
coast that left three of the 24 Indian 
crew members missing.

The US Central Command ac-
knowledged the strike, saying the 
vessel violated the ongoing US 
blockade of Iranian ports by at-
tempting to transport oil from Iran.

"The US Central Command dis-
abled Palau-flagged M/T Settebello 
as it transited the Gulf of Oman. A 
US aircraft fired precision muni-
tions into the ship's engine room 
after the crew repeatedly failed 
to comply with directions from  
 

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: In yet another ma-
jor step to clean up the medi-
cal education programme, the 
West Bengal government has 
scrapped an ongoing promo-
tion process for faculty posi-
tions in the Medical Education 
Service and ordered a fresh 
round of applications and in-
terviews.

Informing this official 
sources said here on Thurs-
day that following numerous 
complaints from different 
level, the Directorate of Med-
ical Education had cancelled 
the promotion panel that had 
been prepared following in-
terviews conducted in March 
for appointments to the posts 
of Assistant Professor, Asso-
ciate Professor and Professor 
in state-run medical colleges 
and hospitals.

They said a notification 

issued last night had stated 
that the decision was taken  
during a broader review of 
steps taken under the pre-
vious Trinamool Congress 
regime, by the newly elected 
BJP government in the state.

The Bengal government 
has scrapped an ongoing 
promotion process for faculty 
positions in the Medical Ed-
ucation Service and ordered 
a fresh round of applications 
and interviews, the official 
sources said adding that

the Directorate of Medical 
Education also cancelled the 
promotion panel that had 
been prepared following in-
terviews conducted in March 
for appointments to the posts 
of Assistant Professor, Asso-
ciate Professor and Professor 
in state-run medical colleges 
and hospitals and scrapped 
all ongoing promotion pro-

cesses for faculty positions 
in the Medical Education 
Service and ordered a fresh 
round of applications and in-
terviews.

The decisions taken by the 
previous Trinamool Congress 
government during its 15 
years of  rule, was now being 
thoroughly reviewed  by the 
newly elected BJP govern-
ment in the state and sug-
gest corrective measures, the 
sources said .

According to official va-
cancy data released by the 
Health Department, there are 
currently 226 vacant posts of 
Professor, 471 posts of Asso-
ciate Professor and 328 posts 
of Assistant Professor across 
the state's medical education 
system.

Sources in the health de-
partment said interviews for 
promotion to these posts had 

already been conducted in 
March, with candidates from 
various medical disciplines 
appearing before selection 
boards. A panel had also re-
portedly been prepared based 
on the interview process.

However, the latest notifi-
cation directs authorities to 
begin the exercise afresh, re-
quiring eligible candidates to 
submit new applications and 
appear for a fresh round of 
interviews.

Under the revised sched-
ule, online applications will 
be accepted from June 15 
to June 30. Even those who 
had applied under the earlier 
process will have to submit 
fresh applications. The dates 
for the new interviews will be 
announced later, the notifica-
tion said.

The government has not 
publicly explained the rea-

sons behind the cancellation 
of the earlier panel.

"The decision has come 
as a surprise because the in-
terview process had already 
been completed and many 
candidates were expecting 
promotion orders," a senior 
doctor associated with a state-
run medical college said on 
condition of anonymity.

Another faculty member 
said the move had created 
uncertainty among teaching 
doctors. "Many of us had 
been waiting for the outcome 
of the interviews for months. 
Now the entire process is 
being restarted, and there is 
no clarity on why the earlier 
panel was withdrawn," the 
doctor said.

Officials in the Health De-
partment declined to com-
ment on the reasons for the 
cancellation.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: The rift within the 
Trinamool Congress (TMC) 
widened further on Thurs-
day after four-time TMC Lok 
Sabha MP and senior advo-
cate Kalyan Banerjee, re-
frained from appearing on 
behalf of the party’s general 
secretary and MP Abhishek 
Banerjee in the Calcutta High 
Court in a case.

On Thursday, Abhishek 
Banerjee was represented by 
advocate Ayan Bhattacharya 
at the single-judge vacation 
bench of Justice Kaushik 
Chanda.

Kalyan Banerjee told me-
dia that his decision to refrain 
from representing Abhishek 
Banerjee not just in this par-
ticular case but in any other 
cases has been prompted 
by the latter’s arrogant be-
haviour towards him.

He also said that Abhishek 
Banerjee had not got over his 
arrogant nature despite being 
the main architect of Trin-
amool Congress’ landslide 
and humiliating defeat in the 
hands of the BJP in the re-
cently concluded West Bengal 
Assembly polls. “I have decid-
ed to refrain from any legal 
matters concerning Abhishek 
Banerjee.

His continuing arrogance 
is unimaginable. Yesterday, I 
raised his matter at the bench 
of Justice Chanda and plead-
ed for an urgent hearing. 
Accordingly, Thursday was 
fixed as the date of hearing. 
But last night, he called up 
my son and said that some 
other advocate, who is much 
junior to me in the legal pro-
fession, will represent him 
at the hearing on Thursday,” 
Banerjee told the media in an 

apparent rage .
It is learnt that Kalyan 

Banerjee’s son, Shirshanya 
Banerjee, also a practising 
advocate, as well as his oth-
er junior, will also not remain 
associated with any legal 
matter concerning Abhishek 
Banerjee.

Kalyan Kalyan Banerjee 
also said he would give an ul-
timatum to former West Ben-
gal Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee to choose between 
Abhishek Banerjee and oth-
ers who are still loyal to her. 
“I have been in the legal pro-
fession for the last 45 years. 
I will not tolerate Abhishek 
Banerjee’s arrogance. So, I 
will tell Mamata Banerjee to 
choose between Abhishek 
and us. He is solely respon-
sible for the current pathetic 
condition of Trinamool Con-
gress. But still he is equally 
arrogant as he was before,” 
said Kalyan Banerjee.

A petition by Abhishek Ba-
nerjee challenges the sum-
mons to him by the Criminal 
Investigation Department 
(CID) of West Bengal Police 
in the legislators’ signature 
mismatch case and also seeks 
interim protection from coer-
cive police action, including 
arrest.

Meanwhile, a single-judge 
vacation bench of the Calcut-
ta High Court, on Thursday, 
directed Abhishek Banerjee 
to appear before the CID by 
6 p.m. and join the investiga-
tion. Banerjee has been asked 
to report at the headquarters 
of the Criminal Investigation 
Department (CID) at Bhabani 
Bhavan in South Kolkata and 

MI News Service, New Delhi / Kolkata: Actor-turned-pol-
itician and TMC MP Shatrughan Sinha on Thursday asserted 
that he would not abandon party chief Mamata Banerjee in 
difficult times, saying she had stood by him when he was 
going through a challenging phase.

Speaking to a news channel, the TMC Lok 
Sabha MP from Asansol said some people 
may have left Mamata Banerjee due to com-
pulsions, fears or allurements, but his princi-
pled stand is that he would neither desert the 
party nor its leader.

"I will not leave Mamata Banerjee in her 
difficult time. She stood by me when I was 
facing a tough time after losing the election in 
Patna," Sinha said and reaffirmed his loyalty to her despite 
a wave of resignations and dissent within the party ranks.

The Asansol MP said he remains committed to serving the 
people who elected him and will continue to stand by Baner-
jee. Sinha recalled that Banerjee supported him when he lost 
the Patna Sahib seat in the 2019 Lok Sabha elections.

Rejecting reports that linked him to a group of rebel MPs, 
the former union minister claimed that he had signed a letter 
circulated by dissident lawmakers were “completely false”.

“When I was going through a difficult phase after losing 
the Patna elections in 2019, very few people stood by me. 
Mamata Banerjee was among the few who supported and 
encouraged me. She believed I should continue in public life 
without any gap in my parliamentary journey, and it was on 
her direction that I contested from Asansol,” he said.

“For the past few days, there has been a lot of speculation 
about me. Some people are speaking the truth, while oth-
ers are spreading rumours. Some have claimed that I have 
joined the so-called rebel group. Yes, by nature I have al-
ways been outspoken. I often say that if speaking the truth 
is considered rebellion, then I am also a rebel. I have always 
spoken frankly and called a spade a spade. But I want to 
state clearly that Mamata ji stood by me during my difficult 
times, and today, in her difficult phase, I cannot abandon 
her,” he added.

Earlier in the day, Sinha extended his wishes to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on completing 12 years in office, 
describing him as a "friend and guide" and wishing him a 
long, healthy and prosperous life.

In a post on X, Sinha congratulated the Prime Minister 
on reaching the milestone and acknowledged what he de-
scribed as one of the longest tenures in the country's history.

"In true sportsman spirit, wishing our friend & guide of 
society/nation hon'ble PM @narendramodi best wishes on 
completing 12yrs in office, perhaps the longest tenure, ever. 
Wish you a long, healthy & prosperous life ahead. Jai Hind!" 
he wrote.

MI News Service, New  
Delhi: After Sukhendu Serkhar 
Ray and Sushmita Dev, the third 
Rajya Sabha MP of the Trinamool 
Congress - Prakash Chik Baraik 
- resigned from the Upper House 
as well as the party on Thurs-
day, saying he took the decision 
in view of the mandate given to 
the BJP by the people of West 
Bengal.

Following the footsteps of oth-
er two MPs, Baraik met Rajya 
Sabha Chairman CP Radhakrish-
nan and submitted his resigna-
tion this morning, said informed 
sources .

Later talking to reporters out-
side the residence of BJP leader 
Nishikant Dubey, Baraik said, 
"People of West Bengal have giv-
en their mandate to the BJP. The 
TMC did not win. Looking at the 
mandate given by the people of 
West Bengal, I am resigning from 
the party".

In his resignation letter, the 
West Bengal MP wrote, "I do 
hereby resign from the member-
ship of Rajya Sabha, which may 
please be accepted with immedi-
ate effect."

He also thanked the Chairman, 
Deputy Chairman and officials 
of the Rajya Sabha Secretariat 
for their cooperation during his 
tenure.

A tribal leader from West 
Bengal, Baraik was serving as 
a member of the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on Consum-
er Affairs, Food and Public Dis-
tribution and the Consultative 
Committee on Tribal Affairs.

His resignation comes amid 
a series of exits from the Trin-
amool Congress in both the Lok 
Sabha and the Rajya Sabha, cre-
ating an unprecedented situation 
in the political history of the state 
and bringing the party on the 
brink of a split from the middle .

About a total of 20 of the to-
tal 28 Lok Sabha MPs of the 
TMC earlier announced their 
decision to step aside from the 
party under the leadership of 
Mamata Banerjee and  Abhishek 
Banerjee, and purportedly wrote 
a letter to Speaker Om Birla an-
nouncing their decision to sit 
separately as a new block in the 
House from the coming Monsoon 
session.

The crisis later spread further 
in the Lower House, with rebel 
MPs led by Kakoli Ghosh Dasti-
dar claiming the support of not 
only 20 MPs but also those of 
Jadavpur MP Saayoni Ghosh and 
Kolkata Dakshin MP Mala Roy 
who also have decided to join the 
dissident lawmakers on Wednes-
day.

Earlier on Monday, Rajya 
Sabha MP Sukhendu Sekhar Ray 
resigned from the Upper House 
and subsequently announced his 
decision to quit the Trinamool 
Congress too, citing differences 
with the party leadership.

Rajya Sabha MP Sushmita Dev 
also resigned from Parliament 
and the party on Wednesday. Dev 
later met Assam Chief Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma in New 
Delhi, fuelling speculation about 
her future political plans.

With Baraik's resignation, the 
Trinamool Congress has now lost 
three of the total 12  Rajya Sabha 
members this week, dealing an-
other blow to the Mamata Baner-
jee-led crumbling party.

The TMC is facing a crisis fol-
lowing its humiliating defeat in 
hands of the BJP in West Bengal 
Assembly polls in April and a 
subsequent rebellion within the 
party has significantly weakened 
its organisational and legislative 
strength.

Last month, more than two-
thirds of the party's MLAs -- 58 
out of 80 -- broke away from the 
official TMC legislature party and 
secured recognition as the prin-
cipal opposition bloc in the West 
Bengal Assembly under expelled 
legislator Ritabrata Banerjee. 
The rebel camp has since claimed 
that its strength has risen further 
and crossed the 64 mark.

MI News Service, New Delhi/ 
Washington (DC): US lawmak-
ers, business leaders and acade-
micians have extended their greet-
ings to Prime minister Narendra 
Modi on becoming India’s longest 
continuously serving elected PM 
and the Executive Head of State.

Some Congressmen even com-
pared his tenure to that of US 
President Ronald Regan, known to 
have restored American optimism 
and faith in the Presidency in the 
1980s.

US President Donald Trump also 
described PM Modi as his “friend” 
and a “great” Prime Minister who 
“will have many years of greatness 
and success ahead of him”.

Trump on Wednesday joined the 
world leaders in congratulating 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 
becoming India's longest-serving 
elected Prime minister.

In a post on his Truth Social 
platform, Trump wrote, "Congrat-
ulations to my friend, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, on becoming 
India's longest-serving Prime Min-
ister, And a Great One he is."

"He is a strong, healthy, and 
wise man, and will have many 
years of Greatness and Success 
ahead of him," he said.

Modi reached the milestone of 
becoming India's longest-serving 
prime minister on Wednesday, 
with an unbroken tenure of 4,399 
days in office, surpassing the re-

cord of the first Prime minister, 
Jawaharlal Nehru.

Congratulatory messages by 
world leaders, a standing ovation 
at Union Cabinet meeting and pu-
ja-aarti by BJP leaders across the 
country marked the day.

Those who greeted Modi on so-
cial media include Italian Prime 
Minister Georgia Meloni, Maldives 
President Mohamed Muizzu, South 
Korean President Lee Jae-Myung, 
Malaysia's Prime Minister Anwar 
Ibrahim, Bhutanese Prime Minis-
ter Tshering Tobgay, and former 
Australian Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison.

US Ambassador to India Ser-
gio Gor and Israeli envoy Reuven 
Azar also congratulated the Prime 
minister and said this achievement 
is a powerful testament to Modi's 
decades of dedicated public service 
and leadership.

Gayana President Irfaan Ali said 
the achievement was about more 
than longevity in office, adding that 
Modi had earned respect through 
his impact on India and the world. 
He praised the Prime Minister for 
strengthening India’s global voice 
and driving significant develop-
mental progress at home.

Congratulatory messages from 
several other world leaders, law-
makers and business figures con-
tinued to pour in for Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi in a similar 
fashion .  

West Bengal Chief minister  Suvendu Adhikari made a courtesy call to Union Minister Sukanta Majumdar at his New Delhi residence on Thursday.

Koyel Mallick

Trinamool Congress National General Secretary Abhishek Banerjee  
enters the CID headquarters at Bhabani Bhavan on Thursday to appear 
for questioning of resolution sighing case.

TMC MP 
Shatrughan 

Sinha

Prakash Chik Baraik 
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The West Bengal State Committee of SUCI (Communist) held a protest rally in Kolkata
raising concerns over rising fuel and LPG prices, eviction drives against slums and hawk-
ers, smart electricity meters, and increased power tariffs. The party also opposed the Na-
tional Education Policy and demanded faster resolution of voter-related tribunal cases.
The rally started from College Square and concluded at Dharmatala in Kolkata on Thurs-
day.   Pic: Prabir Bhattacharya

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Lava International Ltd.
hosted its Kolkata Insiders
Meet, showcasing its lat-
est smartphones and ac-
cessories. At JW Marriott
Kolkata, attendees experi-
enced products like the
Agni, Blaze, Shark, Bold,
and Smart series, with the
introduction of the SHARK
2 5G. The flagship Agni 4
features in-house Vayu AI
and advanced camera ca-
pabilities, while the Blaze
Duo 3 offers a dual-dis-
play setup for multitask-

ing. The Shark series tar-
gets budget 5G users, the
Bold series caters to
entry-level consumers,
and the Smart series is for
first-time smartphone
buyers.

Lava showcases ‘Made in India’ 

innovation at Kolkata Insiders Meet

MI News Service, Nadia : For decades,
residents living along the banks of the
Churni, Mathabhanga and Ichamati rivers
in Nadia district have battled a recurring
environmental crisis that has affected
livelihoods, agriculture and public health.
With the same political alliance now gov-
erning both the state and the Centre,
many in the border villages are hopeful
that a long-pending solution to the river
pollution problem may finally emerge.
The issue is particularly acute in
Pabakhali and adjoining areas of Krishna-
ganj block, where local residents allege
that industrial effluents discharged from
the Keru & Company sugar mill at Dar-
shana in Bangladesh enter the Mathab-
hanga river during the sugarcane
crushing season, typically between Febru-
ary and May. Since the Mathabhanga is
hydrologically connected to the Churni
and Ichamati rivers, the impact is felt
across a wider river network on the In-
dian side. According to environmental ac-
tivists and local residents, the polluted
water has caused significant damage to
aquatic ecosystems. Fish mortality, deple-
tion of biodiversity and deterioration of
water quality have become recurring con-
cerns. Fishermen dependent on these
rivers for their livelihood claim that de-

clining fish stocks have severely affected
household incomes. Farmers in the region
also allege that the use of contaminated
river water for irrigation has adversely
impacted crop production. Villagers fur-
ther claim that livestock have suffered
health complications and that several res-
idents have reported skin ailments after
coming into contact with the polluted
water. Over the years, multiple citizens'
groups have campaigned for intervention
from both state and central authorities.
Memoranda have reportedly been submit-

ted to the President, Prime Minister and
Chief Minister seeking urgent action. Ac-
tivists claim that samples of polluted river
water were also sent to the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office to highlight the gravity of the
situation.

Swapan Bhowmik, secretary of the
Churni and Mathabhanga River Protec-
tion Committee, said the matter had pre-
viously reached the courts. According to
him, the court had advised that India and
Bangladesh explore bilateral discussions
to address the issue and implement meas-

ures to prevent further pollution.
“People have been fighting this battle

for years. With a politically aligned gov-
ernment at the state and Centre, there is
renewed hope that the issue will receive
greater attention and a permanent solu-
tion can be worked out,” Bhowmik said.

The economic consequences of the
pollution are visible across the riverine
belt. Local fisherman Bhanu Haldar said
diminishing fish populations have forced
many families to seek employment outside
the state. “Fishing can no longer sustain
many households the way it once did,” he
said.Political representatives across the
region have also expressed optimism re-
garding a resolution. Krishnaganj Pan-
chayat Samiti vice-chairman Amit Das,
BJP leader Rupkumar Ghosh and local
MLA Sukanta Biswas have all called for
swift intervention and coordinated efforts
to address the environmental challenge.
For thousands living along these rivers,
the issue goes beyond ecology. It is a ques-
tion of livelihood, public health and the fu-
ture of an entire river-dependent
community. As expectations rise, resi-
dents now await concrete action that can
restore the health of the Churni, Mathab-
hanga and Ichamati rivers and secure the
future of those who depend on them.

MI News Service, Nadia :
A suspected fraud involv-
ing West Bengal’s
Swasthya Sathi health in-
surance scheme has come
to light in Nadia district
after an elderly farmer re-
ceived a text message stat-
ing that his surgery had
been successfully com-
pleted, despite never un-
dergoing any medical
procedure.The incident oc-
curred in Kishorepur vil-
lage under Karimpur
police station limits. Chhat-
tar Ali, a local resident,
was working in his field
when he received the SMS.
Alarmed by the message,
family members began
probing the matter and
soon suspected that their
health scheme credentials
had been misused.Their
inquiries led them to a pri-
vate nursing home in
Nazirpur under Tehatta
police station. According to
family members, the nurs-
ing home initially denied
any wrongdoing. However,
following a complaint, po-
lice launched an investiga-
tion and arrested the
owner of the facility. Dur-
ing a search operation, in-
vestigators reportedly
recovered a large number
of Swasthya Sathi cards
and several related docu-
ments from the nursing
home premises. Police sus-
pect that beneficiary data
may have been used to
generate fake treatment
records and fraudulent
claims under government-
funded healthcare
schemes. Investigators
said four women had re-

cently visited the victim’s
residence, claiming they
would help convert the
family’s Swasthya Sathi
card into an Ayushman
Bharat card. During the
process, they allegedly col-
lected personal details and
briefly took possession of
the family’s mobile phone.
Within hours of their de-
parture, the SMS regard-
ing the purported surgery
was received. Police be-
lieve the nursing home
may have been at the cen-
tre of a wider racket in-
volving the misuse of
beneficiaries’ health insur-
ance details to claim reim-
bursements illegally. The
total amount of money al-
legedly siphoned off is yet
to be ascertained. Resi-
dents of the area claimed
that the nursing home had
remained largely inactive
for nearly a year, with little
patient activity. Allegations
that such a facility was
used to process fraudulent
claims have raised serious
concerns about oversight
and verification mecha-
nisms in public healthcare
schemes. The investigation
is ongoing, with police ex-
amining whether more
beneficiaries were tar-
geted and whether addi-
tional individuals were
involved in the alleged
fraud network.

MI News Service, Kharag-
pur : Panic spread in the
Akhradagora area under
Lalgarh Police Station in
Binpur-I Block of Jhargram
district after 26 people, in-
cluding pregnant women,
reportedly fell ill after con-
suming khichdi distributed
by an ICDS (Integrated
Child Development Serv-
ices) centre.

The affected individuals
were immediately admitted
to nearby hospitals, where
they are currently undergo-
ing treatment.According to
local sources, khichdi was
distributed among 61 ben-
eficiaries by the ICDS cen-
tre. Shortly after
consuming the meal, sev-
eral people began com-
plaining of vomiting,
stomach pain, and diar-
rhoea. As the number of
sick individuals continued
to rise, fear and concern
spread among local resi-
dents.A parent of one of the
children made a serious al-
legation, claiming that a
lizard had been found in
the khichdi distributed by
the centre. The allegation
quickly spread through the
area, causing alarm among
those who had consumed
the food.It is alleged that

the deteriorating health of
the beneficiaries was
caused by contaminated
food. As the situation wors-
ened, local authorities and
the Health Department
were informed. The af-
fected individuals were
rushed to Lalgarh and
Jhargram hospitals, where
treatment began under the
supervision of medical pro-
fessionals.Upon receiving
information about the inci-
dent, Jhargram MLA Lak-
shmikanta Mahata visited
the hospital. He met with
the patients, inquired about
their condition, and sought
detailed information about
the incident from doctors
and hospital
authorities.The MLA also
assured the affected fami-
lies of all possible assis-

tance. Doctors at the hospi-
tal stated that all patients
are currently stable and
under observation. Most
are continuing to receive
treatment, and none of the
patients are reported to be
in critical condition.Mean-
while, the Health Depart-
ment has launched an
investigation into the inci-
dent. Food samples from
the khichdi are likely to be
sent for laboratory testing
to determine the actual
cause behind the
illnesses.Following the inci-
dent, questions have been
raised about the quality
and safety of food distrib-
uted through ICDS centres.
Local residents have de-
manded a fair investigation
and strict action against
anyone found responsible.

MI News Service, Kharagpur : A
major controversy erupted in the
Debra area of West Medinipur
district over allegations of cor-
ruption. Amid growing public
anger, Chandan Bera, the Deputy
Pradhan of the Trinamool Con-
gress-run Satyapur Gram Pan-
chayat, was allegedly attacked
by agitated villagers. The inci-
dent took place in the Alok
Kendra area of Debra Block,
where tension prevailed for sev-
eral hours.According to local
sources, Chandan Bera had been
facing allegations of various
forms of corruption for a long
time. Protesting against these al-
leged irregularities, a large num-
ber of villagers gathered outside
his residence and staged a
demonstration. The protesters
raised slogans and demanded
action against the Deputy Prad-
han.Considering the seriousness

of the situation, Debra police
reached the spot. The protesters
submitted several complaints
against Bera and alleged that
materials related to government
welfare schemes had been ille-
gally stored at his residence.Act-
ing on the villagers' allegations,
the police conducted a search
operation at Bera's house. It is
being claimed that hundreds of

government-issued buckets were
recovered during the search.
However, the police have not yet
issued any official statement re-
garding the alleged recovery.As
news of the purported recovery
spread, public anger intensified.
The protesters stepped up their
demand for the arrest of Chan-
dan Bera. During the unrest, a
section of the crowd allegedly

vandalized two Maruti cars be-
longing to the Deputy
Pradhan.As tensions continued
to escalate, police attempted to
escort Bera from his residence to
the police station for his safety.
However, some protesters al-
legedly threw eggs at him and
assaulted him after he fell on the
road. Police personnel managed
to rescue him from the crowd
and safely take him to the police
station.The incident has left the
entire area tense. Police have in-
creased surveillance and
launched an investigation into
the matter. As of the filing of this
report, neither the accused
Deputy Pradhan Chandan Bera
nor the Trinamool Congress had
issued any official statement re-
garding the allegations.Police
are currently investigating the
case and closely monitoring the
situation in the area.

Public Outrage Over Corruption Allegations: TMC Deputy Pradhan Assaulted in
Debra, Villagers Claim Hundreds of Government Buckets Recovered from His House 

River Pollution Crisis Haunts Nadia Border Villages, Residents Hope for Lasting Solution

MI News Service, Kharagpur : On the occasion of World
Environment Day 2026, a special environmental aware-
ness program was organized at Inda Krishnalal Shik-
shaniketan (Higher Secondary) in Kharagpur under the
campaign “Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam” (A Tree in Mother’s
Name).The event was organized by M/s Rashmi Metaliks
Limited with the support and cooperation of the school
administration. The program highlighted the importance
of environmental conservation and the creation of a
greener future. Students, teachers, and distinguished
guests emphasized the significance of tree plantation
and environmental protection.The primary objective of
the campaign was to inspire people to plant a sapling in
honor of their mothers, thereby contributing to a cleaner
and greener environment for future generations.Among
those present at the event were Abhijit Roy, Director of
Rashmi Metaliks Limited, Shishir Kumar Mandal, an of-
ficial of the State Pollution Control Board, P. K. Patra,
and several other dignitaries. Addressing the gathering,
the speakers stressed that environmental conservation
is not solely the responsibility of governments or organ-
izations but a duty that belongs to every citizen.The
guests expressed concern over climate change, rising
pollution levels, and the shrinking forest cover, and
urged people to plant more trees to safeguard the envi-
ronment.A major attraction of the event was the cultural
performances presented by the school students.
Through an engaging dance-drama, the students vividly
showcased the importance of tree plantation, environ-
mental conservation, and nature. The performance con-
veyed the message that trees not only maintain
ecological balance but are also essential for the survival
of human life.At the conclusion of the program, guests
and students participated in a tree plantation drive and
pledged their commitment to environmental protection.
Through the “A Tree in Mother’s Name” campaign, par-
ticipants were encouraged to plant at least one sapling
in their lifetime and take responsibility for its care and
maintenance. Speaking on the occasion, Director Abhijit
Roy stated that the initiative had proven to be a mean-
ingful step toward raising social awareness about envi-
ronmental conservation and promoting the vision of a
greener future.

A Tree in Mother’s Name” Spreads Message of Greenery: Tree Plantation
Awareness Program Held in Kharagpur on World Environment Day 

Fake Surgery SMS Exposes Alleged
Swasthya Sathi Fraud Racket in Nadia;

Nursing Home Owner Arrested

Lizard Allegedly Found in Khichdi; 26 People Fall Ill
After Eating ICDS Meal in Lalgarh, Panic Grips Area

MI News Service, Kanchra-
para: Police uncovered Rs
1.77 crore in cash stashed in-
side a locked room at a pri-
vate school late Wednesday
night, launching a criminal
probe that has raised fresh
questions about financial ir-
regularities in educational
institutions. Officers con-
ducted a search at the school
after receiving intelligence
about undisclosed cash hold-
ings. The money — counted
through the night at the
scene — was found alongside
multiple computers and a
cache of documents now
being examined for links to
admissions, fee collections
and other transactions. In-
vestigators have arrested two
school staffers and filed com-
plaints against four people
under sections that include
cheating and money ‑laun-
dering; detailed questioning
is under way. “How such a
substantial sum came to be
kept inside a school room is
the central line of inquiry,” a
senior investigating officer
said. “We are auditing
records, bank statements
and admission registers to
determine whether this cash
represents proceeds of cor-
ruption or unauthorised col-
lections.” Police teams are
also seeking electronic evi-
dence from seized computers
and will forensically examine
the documents recovered.
The school’s principal,
Bikash Chandra Pal, told re-

porters that the accounts
section handled fee collec-
tions and was responsible for
depositing receipts in the
bank. He said he was un-
aware of the large cache and
urged authorities to complete
a thorough investigation to
establish responsibility. “We
welcome a transparent
probe,” he added, while dis-
tancing the management
from direct custodianship of
the cash. Local lawmakers
and civic figures have de-
manded an impartial probe
into the source and owner-
ship of the funds. Bijpur MLA
Sudipta Das called for a com-
prehensive inquiry and al-
leged — without presenting
documentary proof — that
the cash might be uncon-
nected to school operations.
Police said they will follow all
credible leads and will not
rule out any theory until evi-
dence is analysed. Complicat-
ing the matter, officers also
recovered several condoms
from the school’s sick room
cupboard, prompting addi-
tional questions about usage
of school premises after
hours. 

Cash Cache Controversy: Residents
Demand Answers After School Raid

MI News Service, Hooghly:
In a significant enforcement
action that has intensified
scrutiny Rishra Police ar-
rested Ward 20 TMC coun-
cilor sheet Ghatak and son
on charges of extortion,
bribery and related offences.
The detentions follow a for-
mal complaint lodged on
June 10 at Rishra Police Sta-
tion alleging systematic mis-
use of office to extract
money from residents in ex-
change for favours linked to
public works. The com-
plaint, filed by resident San-
jit Barman, accuses Ghatak
of demanding bribes from
ordinary citizens in return
for facilitating approvals
and benefits under various
government schemes. Ac-
cording to the FIR, the coun-
cillor also faces allegations
of intimidation, physical as-
sault and vandalism when
residents resisted demands
for illegal payments. Police
say they launched an inquiry
after receiving specific, cor-
roborative complaints and
have taken both the council-
lor and his son into custody
while investigations con-
tinue. Local sources and
subsequent complaints al-
lege that accusations of cor-
rupt practice are not
isolated to a single ward. In
recent weeks, Rishra has
seen multiple grievances
against municipal represen-
tatives, with residents rais-
ing concerns about
entrenched practices of co-
ercion and misuse of author-
ity by elected functionaries
and their associates. In one
flashpoint incident earlier
this week, tensions erupted
over allegations that a large
consignment of government-
issued bicycles was being
hoarded at Brahmananda
Keshab Chandra High
School in Ward 17. That
episode prompted accusa-
tions directed at Shuvojit
Sarkar, husband of Ward 17
councillor Tumpa Das
Sarkar, and further fuelled
public disquiet over the con-
duct of those linked to mu-
nicipal office-holders. The
arrests in Ward 20 mark the
latest development in a
string of complaints that
have placed municipal oper-
ations under a cloud. Com-
munity leaders and
residents have demanded a
thorough and transparent
probe, calling for swift ac-
tion to restore public confi-
dence in the local
administration. 

MI News Service, Kolkata: As
pressure mounts on hospitals
and families seek safer, more
comfortable recovery options,
home‑based medical care is
emerging as a mainstream
component of treatment and
rehabilitation — and private
providers are moving swiftly
to fill the gap. Health Plus
Home Healthcare, led by
Kolkata health‑sector veteran
Debashis Roy, says it is ex-
panding services to bring
clinically rigorous care into
patients’ homes. Healthcare
specialists and patient advo-
cates point to a steady rise in
demand from postoperative
patients, elderly citizens,
those with chronic conditions,
and persons with limited mo-
bility who require ongoing
monitoring and rehabilita-
tion. Experts argue that con-
tinuity of care outside
hospital settings — delivered

by trained clinicians and sup-
ported by remote consulta-
tion technologies — improves
recovery outcomes, reduces
readmissions and eases the
burden on family caregivers.
Health Plus Home Healthcare
offers an integrated portfolio
that includes doctor home
visits, teleconsultations, phys-
iotherapy, rehabilitation pro-
grammes, skilled nursing,
trained caregiving, diagnostic
support and the installation

of advanced care infrastruc-
ture where needed. The
provider says its model is de-
signed to extend hospital
treatment plans into the do-
mestic sphere without com-
promising clinical standards.
“Healthcare is not only about
treatment but also about en-
suring continuity of care after
treatment,” said Debashis
Roy, Founder and CEO of
Health Plus Home Health-
care. “Alongside physical re-
covery, patient comfort,
dignity and family confidence
are equally important. Our
focus is on bringing quality
healthcare services closer to
people and supporting them
throughout their recovery
journey.” Officials at Health
Plus maintain that profes-
sionalising home care is es-
sential to meet demographic
realities and rising chronic
‑disease burdens. 

Quality at the doorstep: Health plus target rehabilitation at home 

Crackdown in Rishra: Coun-
cillor, Relative Arrested

Over Bribery Claims
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Continued form Pg 1: face inter-
rogation.

A crucial hearing on Abhishek 
Banerjee’s petition challenging the 
summons from CID for interroga-
tion and also seeking protection 
from coercive police action, in-
cluding arrest, came up for hear-
ing at the single-judge vacation 
bench of Justice Kaushik Chanda 
in the afternoon.

Instead of the four-time Trina-
mool Congress Lok Sabha mem-
ber and senior advocate, Kalyan 
Banerjee, the Trinamool Congress 
general secretary was represent-
ed in the court by advocate Ayan 
Bhattacharya.

At the end of the hearing, 
the bench observed that since 
Abhishek Banerjee has already 
dodged summons in the matter 
thrice, repeat of the same action 
would not be tolerated anymore 
and he would have to appear at 
the CID office and face interroga-
tion by 6 p.m. on Thursday.

However, granting him a con-
ditional interim protection from 
coercive police action, includ-
ing arrest, for the next 21 days, 
the  vacation bench also directed 
Abhishek Banerjee,  to fully coop-
erate with CID’s investigating offi-
cials in the matter.

The bench also observed that, if 
necessary, the CID sleuths will also 
be able to conduct raid and search 
operations for investigation.

Continued form Pg 1: American 
forces," it had said in a statement.

In its statement on Wednesday, 
the Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA) condemned the attack.

"We condemn the attack on the 
commercial vessel Settebello off 
the coast of Oman, earlier today. 
Of the 24 Indian crew onboard, 21 
Indians have been rescued thus 
far and three Indians are report-
edly missing," it had said.

The incident came amid re-
newed hostilities between Iran 
and Israel.

Israel carried out air strikes 
in western and central Iran after 
Iran fired missiles at northern Is-
rael.

Amid heightened tensions in the 
Gulf region, the Indian Embassy 
in Muscat on Thursday said it is 
"closely monitoring" an incident 
involving a vessel off an Oman 
port earlier in the day.

In a post on X, the Indian mis-
sion said: “We have learnt of an in-
cident involving a vessel off Shinas 
port of Oman, earlier today. We 
are closely monitoring the situa-
tion and coordinating with the lo-
cal authorities for further details.” 
It did not disclose further details 
about the vessel and the people on 
board.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: The West Bengal 
government has issued a 
directive to observe ‘West 
Bengal Day’ across all dis-
tricts on June 20 with cultur-
al programmes, seminars, 
and academic activities in 
district headquarters, edu-
cational institutions, librar-
ies, museums, and cultural 
centres.

According to an official 
notification, each district 
has been instructed to or-
ganise a series of events to 
mark the occasion, includ-
ing cultural festivals, exhi-
bitions, and discussion ses-
sions. The aim is to highlight 
the history of Bengal and 
explain the significance of 
June 20 as the chosen date 
for the observance.

The directive further 

states that public pro-
grammes must be conduct-
ed in libraries, museums, 
and cultural institutions to 
ensure wider participation. 
Schools, colleges, universi-
ties, polytechnic institutes, 
and Industrial Training In-
stitutes (it is) under both 
government and govern-
ment-aided categories have 
also been asked to hold spe-
cial programmes on the day.

At the higher education 
level, universities and col-
leges are instructed to or-
ganise special lectures on 
the occasion of West Bengal 
Day. State universities have 
also been asked to introduce 
an annual commemorative 
lecture series. In higher 
secondary schools, students 
will participate in debates, 
quizzes, and essay-writing 

competitions as part of the 
observance activities.

To ensure smooth plan-
ning and coordination, the 
government has direct-
ed the formation of a dis-
trict-level ‘West Bengal Day 
Celebration Committee’ in 
every district. The District 
Magistrate will serve as the 
chairperson of the commit-

tee. The panel will include 
senior officials such as the 
District Information and 
Cultural Officer, Superin-
tendent of Police, Addition-
al District Magistrate, Chief 
Medical Officer, District Ed-
ucation Officer, and exec-
utive officers of municipal 
bodies.

The notification also 

specifies that elected repre-
sentatives, including MLAs 
and MPs from the respective 
districts, should be included 
in the committee to ensure 
broader participation and 
coordination in the execu-
tion of the programme.

The state government has 
emphasised that the initia-
tive is aimed at promoting 
awareness about Bengal’s 
historical and cultural iden-
tity while encouraging par-
ticipation from students, 
educators, and the general 
public. Authorities have 
been instructed to ensure 
active involvement at all lev-
els so that the observance of 
West Bengal Day becomes 
a statewide cultural event 
with mass engagement 
across institutions and com-
munities.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: The death of actor 
Rahul Arunoday Banerjee 
during a television shoot has 
now drawn the attention of 
the Prime Minister’s Office, 
which has directed immediate 
intervention and a detailed 
investigation into the incident. 
Acting on a complaint filed by 
an all-India film workers’ as-
sociation, the PMO has asked 
the Odisha government to 
ensure a prompt inquiry and 
take necessary legal action in 
the case.

According to Suresh Shy-
amlal Gupta, president of 
the organisation, multiple 
safety violations and alleged 
gross negligence on the 

sets of the television serial 
“Bhole Baba Parkarega” 
led to the tragic death of 
the actor. The association 
has demanded a fair and 
independent probe and has 
called for the formation of 
a special investigation team 
to examine all aspects of the 
incident.

In its formal complaint, 
the organisation has named 
producer Leena Gango-
padhyay, production house 
Magic Moments Motion 
Pictures, Shyamal Baner-
jee, and several other in-
dividuals associated with 
the shoot. It has further de-
manded strict legal action 
against those responsible, 

alleging that proper safety 
protocols were ignored on 
set, which could have pre-
vented the fatal accident.

Following the PMO’s di-
rective, the matter has 
been forwarded through the 
Odisha government to the 
Superintendent of Police of 
Balasore district. Authori-
ties have been instructed to 
conduct a thorough investi-
gation and initiate appropri-
ate measures based on the 
findings.

The film workers’ body 
has strongly argued that 
failure to set a strong prec-
edent in this case could 
encourage continued negli-
gence in the entertainment 

industry, putting the lives 
of artists, technicians, ju-
nior artists, and other crew 
members at serious risk. 
The organisation stressed 
that no life should be endan-
gered due to carelessness 
during production activities.

It has also urged inves-
tigators to scrutinise the 
roles of the producers, 
production companies, and 
all responsible personnel 
involved in the shoot. The 
association has demanded 
that, if necessary, criminal 
proceedings under relevant 
sections, including those re-
lated to culpable homicide, 
should be initiated against 
the accused.

Additionally, the body has 
called for the production 
company to be blacklisted 
and barred from undertak-
ing future projects until ac-
countability is established. 
It has also appealed for 
stronger enforcement of 
safety regulations across all 
film and television sets to 
prevent similar tragedies.

The organisation reiterat-
ed that justice in the death 
of Rahul Arunoday Baner-
jee should not be delayed 
further and emphasised the 
need for strict accountabili-
ty to ensure that no such fa-
tal incidents occur in the fu-
ture due to safety lapses in 
the entertainment industry.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: : Newly appointed 
School Education Minister Di-
pak Barman has stated that 
his primary objective will be to 
restore people’s faith in the be-
lief that education leads to em-
ployment. The FalaKata MLA 
from Alipurduar took charge 
of the Education Department 
on Thursday at Bikash Bhavan 
in Salt Lake, officially assum-
ing responsibility amid ongoing 
concerns over teacher recruit-
ment and education reforms in 
the state.

Speaking to the media after 
taking charge, the minister said 
that rebuilding public trust has 
become one of the biggest chal-
lenges before him. He remarked 
that a large section of society 
has begun to doubt whether 
studying can actually lead to 
jobs, and said this perception 
must be changed through con-
sistent policy action and reform 
in the education system.

While avoiding direct com-

ments on the ongoing SSC-re-
lated legal matters, Barman ac-
knowledged that multiple cases 
are currently pending in court 
regarding recruitment issues. 
He stated that due to these le-
gal complications, he would not 
make any immediate remarks 
on the matter, but assured that 
recruitment processes would 

definitely be carried out in a 
fair and structured manner.

Referring to the broader 
condition of the education sys-
tem, the minister said that West 
Bengal’s education department 
has been “brought down sig-
nificantly” over the years and 
therefore presents both a chal-
lenge and an opportunity for 

improvement. He added that 
in his view, the department he 
has been assigned requires re-
building rather than correction 
of minor issues, making his task 
relatively straightforward in 
terms of direction but difficult 
in execution.

Barman further emphasized 
that his first priority would be 

to bring students and teach-
ers under a unified system to 
strengthen coordination and 
improve the overall academic 
environment. He also cautioned 
that meaningful change can-
not happen overnight and that 
reforms will take time to show 
results.

When asked about curric-
ulum changes, including the 
inclusion or removal of certain 
topics such as the Singur move-
ment from textbooks, the minis-
ter said that the entire syllabus 
and educational content would 
be reviewed carefully. He add-
ed that all aspects of education 
policy would be examined in 
due course.

Reiterating his commitment, 
Barman assured that despite 
legal and administrative chal-
lenges surrounding SSC recruit-
ment cases, the government 
remains committed to ensur-
ing transparent and regular 
recruitment in the education 
sector.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: A cryptic social me-
dia post by Trinamool Congress 
veteran and Kamarhati MLA 
Madan Mitra has triggered 
fresh political speculation amid 
ongoing turbulence within the 
ruling party in West Bengal. 
The post has led to questions 
over whether another loyalist 

of Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee is expressing dissent at 
a time when internal tensions 
appear to be rising.

On his social media account, 
Mitra shared a message in En-
glish which roughly translates 
to: “Uninstall your past, update 
your future.” The statement, 
suggesting a break from the 

past and embracing change, 
has been widely interpreted in 
political circles as symbolic and 
potentially significant given the 
current situation in the party.

While Mitra has not issued 
any clarification or public 
comment regarding the post, 
it has fueled discussions about 
possible shifts within the Trin-

amool Congress. Some observ-
ers believe it could indicate 
alignment changes or emerg-
ing divisions within the party’s 
internal structure. Others sug-
gest it may be linked to broader 
political speculation, including 
rumours about shifting allianc-
es in the state’s political land-
scape.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: The West Bengal 
Assembly is set to undergo a 
major transformation with the 
introduction of a paperless, 
fully digital system, along-
side structured training pro-
grammes for newly elected 
legislators. Assembly Speaker 
Rathindra Bose announced 
the initiative on Thursday 
while addressing the media at 
the Assembly Press Corner in 
Kolkata.

According to the Speak-
er, this term has witnessed a 
large number of first-time leg-
islators, with nearly 200 MLAs 
entering the House for the first 
time. To help them understand 
parliamentary procedures, 
legislative responsibilities, 
and conduct inside the As-
sembly, a dedicated training 
programme will be introduced 
after the budget session. The 
training sessions are expected 
to include participation from 
experienced parliamentary 
figures, including speakers 
from Uttar Pradesh and Ra-
jasthan, as well as representa-
tives from the Lok Sabha.

Bose emphasised that the 
initiative is aimed at im-
proving the efficiency and 
functioning of the House. He 
stated that capacity-building 
of legislators is essential for 
strengthening democratic pro-
cesses and ensuring smoother 
conduct of legislative business.

Reiterating the shift to-
wards digital governance, 
the Speaker confirmed that 
the Assembly will gradually 
move towards an e-Assembly 
or paperless system. Under 
this initiative, all legislative 
documents, proceedings, and 
records will be made available 

in digital format, ensuring 
quicker access and improved 
transparency for members. He 
added that this transition will 
also help reduce paperwork 
and make the system more 
efficient and environmentally 
friendly.

The Speaker had earlier in-
dicated plans for digitisation, 
and Thursday’s announce-
ment further reinforced the 
commitment to modernising 
legislative operations. Once 
fully implemented, members 
will be able to access all nec-
essary information electron-
ically, which is expected to 
enhance participation and de-
cision-making.

Notably, during the early 
days of the current Assembly 
term, discussions had also tak-
en place regarding live broad-
casting of Assembly proceed-
ings. The idea was to allow 
citizens to observe legislative 
debates and the performance 
of both ruling and opposition 
members, thereby increasing 
accountability and public en-
gagement.

Speaker Bose reiterat-
ed that the overall objective 
of these reforms is to bring 
greater transparency, ac-
countability, and efficiency 
into the functioning of the 
Assembly. He stressed that 
strengthening democratic in-
stitutions requires continuous 
reform, especially in an era of 
rapid technological advance-
ment.

With the introduction of 
training programmes and the 
shift towards a paperless sys-
tem, the West Bengal Assem-
bly is now preparing for one of 
its most significant procedural 
upgrades in recent years.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: TMC National Gen-
eral Secretary Abhishek Ba-
nerjee arrived at the CID of-
fice in Kolkata on Thursday in 
connection with the ongoing 
investigation into the alleged 
Bidhan Sabha signature forg-
ery case.

The Calcutta High Court 
had earlier directed the Tri-
namool Congress leader to 
appear before the Criminal In-
vestigation Department (CID) 
at 6 pm as part of the probe. 
The court also granted him 
interim protection for three 
weeks, stating that no coercive 
action should be taken against 
him as long as he cooperates 
fully with the investigation.

The case originated after 
an FIR was lodged based on 
a complaint by TMC MLAs 
Ritabarta Banerjee and San-
dipan Saha. They alleged that 
their signatures were forged 
on a letter proposing Sovan-
deb Chattopadhyay’s name as 
the Leader of Opposition in 
the West Bengal Legislative 
Assembly. The letter was sub-

mitted to the Speaker on May 
20, 2026.

Following the complaint, 
the state CID issued multiple 
summons to Abhishek Baner-
jee for questioning. Although 
he had earlier signed the letter 
in question, he did not appear 
before the agency on previous 
dates, citing health issues. He 
had also requested an addi-
tional 15 days to respond to 
the summons.

With the latest court direc-
tive, he is now required to co-
operate with the investigation 
while enjoying temporary le-
gal protection from any coer-
cive action during the stipulat-
ed period.

The appearance of the se-
nior TMC leader at the CID 
office has drawn significant 
political attention as the 
probe into alleged misuse 
and forgery of signatures 
within the Assembly contin-
ues. Authorities are expect-
ed to further examine state-
ments and evidence as part of 
the ongoing investigation into 
the matter.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: A fresh political 
controversy has erupted over 
the organisation of the Ben-
gal Olympics, also known as 
the 9th Netaji Subhas State 
Games 2025, with allegations 
of financial irregularities in-
volving former Sports Minister 
Aroop Biswas and his broth-
er Swarup Biswas. The issue 
has triggered demands for a 
detailed investigation into the 
alleged misuse of funds.

The state-level sporting 
event, held in Malda, saw par-
ticipation from over 10,000 
athletes across various disci-
plines. It was organised under 
the supervision of the Bengal 
Olympics Association in coor-
dination with the Malda Dis-
trict Sports Association (DSA) 
and the state sports depart-
ment.

According to the allega-
tions, while the Malda Dis-
trict Sports Association was 
initially promised financial 
assistance of over ₹50 lakh 
for organising the event, 
only around ₹ 7.5 lakh was 
reportedly disbursed. This 
alleged shortfall has led to 
unpaid dues for multiple ser-
vice providers, including hotel 
operators, stage construction 
teams, lighting and sound 
agencies, and other vendors 
involved in the event manage-
ment.

Sources claim that some of 
the pending payments were 

later cleared through alter-
native arrangements, further 
raising questions about trans-
parency in fund allocation. 
Malda District Sports Asso-
ciation secretary Krishnen-
du Narayan Choudhury has 
stated that despite submitting 
all necessary documents, the 
organisation did not receive 
the full sanctioned amount, 
receiving only ₹ 7.5 lakh, with 
no subsequent disbursement.

The allegations have been 
strongly raised by opposition 
parties, who have termed the 
matter a significant financial 
irregularity. Leader Amlan 
Bhaduuri has accused Aroop 
Biswas and Swarup Biswas 
of exerting influence across 
sporting and cultural institu-
tions, claiming that several 
irregularities may have taken 
place under their oversight. 
He has announced plans to 
seek a formal investigation 
from the Chief Minister.

The Left Front has also de-
manded an impartial probe 
into the issue, stating that 
transparency must be en-
sured in the use of public 
funds for sporting events.

Meanwhile, no detailed 
public response has yet been 
issued by either Aroop Biswas 
or Swarup Biswas regarding 
the allegations, leaving the 
controversy open and po-
litically charged as calls for 
an investigation continue to 
grow.

MI News Service,  Kolkata: A dev-
astating fire broke out on Wednes-
day at the South 24 Parganas Dis-
trict Council office located in Alipore, 
causing extensive damage to the 
New Administrative Building and 
triggering a major administrative 
and political controversy.

Firefighters battled the flames for 
several hours, and even on Thurs-
day morning, cooling operations 
underwent. The blaze reportedly 
originated on the fourth floor, in an 
office room associated with Jahangir 
Khan, and quickly spread upwards, 
affecting multiple floors of the high-
rise structure.

According to officials, the fire 
intensified rapidly and reached 
up to the ninth floor before being 
brought under control. Authorities 
confirmed that cooling work on the 
6th, 7th, and 8th floors took consid-
erable time due to high temperature 
pockets and trapped heat within the 
structure.

Following the incident, a case 
has been registered under relevant 
sections including Section 326(G) for 
damage caused by fire or explosives 
to government property, along with 
provisions under the Prevention of 
Damage to Public Property (PDPP) 
Act. Investigators have begun ex-
amining whether the fire was ac-
cidental or the result of deliberate 
sabotage.

The New Administrative Building 
houses several important govern-
ment departments, including the 
district forest office. District Forest 
Officer Nisha Goswami reviewed the 
situation in coordination with senior 
fire department officials and sought 
detailed updates on restoration and 
safety measures. Authorities have 
also confirmed that the building will 
remain closed for public and admin-
istrative work for the time being.

At present, multiple emergency 
measures remain in place. Cooling 
operations underwent on Thursday-
to prevent any possibility of re-ig-
nition. Police personnel have been 
deployed to secure the premises and 
ensure protection of sensitive gov-
ernment records. Disaster Manage-
ment teams have been instructed to 
safely open locked storage units on 
the fourth floor to recover and se-
cure important documents and files.
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West Bengal Legislative Assembly Speaker Rathindra Bose addresses a press conference at his chamber in the Assembly premises on Thursday.

West Bengal Higher Education Minister Jagannath Chattopadhyay and School Education Minister Dipak  
Barman held a meeting with officials of the Education Department at Bikash Bhavan in Kolkata on Thursday.

West Bengal Govt Orders District-Wise 
Observance of ‘West Bengal Day’ on June 20

PMO Orders Probe into Actor Rahul’s Death; 
Odisha Police Asked for Swift Action

Restoring Faith That Education Leads to Jobs My Main Priority: Dipak Barman

Madan Mitra’s cryptic social media post sparks speculation amid TMC turmoil

Bengal Assembly to Go Paperless, 
New Training System for MLAs 

Announced: Speaker Rathindra Bose

Abhishek Banerjee Appears Before CID 
in Kolkata Amid Signature Forgery Probe

Rs 50 Lakh Misappropriation 
Allegation Sparks Row in Bengal 
Olympics Organising Committee

Kalyan Banerjee withdraws

Three Indian sailors

Massive Fire at Alipore 
District Council Office 
Triggers Political Row
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Miscellaneous

Kolkata, Friday

12 June 2026

Name Change
I, Mohammed Aslam Solanki @ Aslam
Solanki S/O Fateh Mohammad  Resid-
ing at 1/1C/3FL, Kavi Md Iqbal Road,
Ekbalpur, Kolkata-700023, WB, India.
Have change my name and shall
henceforth be known as Mohammad
Aslam Solanki as declared before Mo-
hammed Aslam Solanki @ Aslam
Solanki  the Notary Public at Kolkata.
affidavit no 12.Dated 11.06.2026. Mo-
hammed Aslam Solanki @ Aslam
Solanki and Mohammad Aslam Solanki
both are Same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Marjina Khatun D/o Late Md Monsur
Ali Shah Residing at Vill- Islampur
Kadambagachi, P.o- Kadambagachi,
P.s- Duttapukur, District - North 24 Par-
ganas, Kolkata- 700125, West Bengal,
India, do hereby declare that I have
Changed my deceased father name
from Md Monsur Ali (Old Name) to Md
Monsur Ali Shah (New Name) and
henceforth he shall be known as Md
Monsur Ali Shah (New Name) in all pur-
pose, vide affidavit Sworn before the
Notary public at Kolkata on Dated 11-
06-2026. Md Monsur Ali (Old Name)
and Md Monsur Ali Shah (New Name)
both are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Manju Devi Parasramka (Old Name)
D/o Mahabir Prasad Saraf Residing at
Trans Heritage, 1777 Madurdaha, 3rd
floor,  District - Kolkata Pin - 700107,
West Bengal, India, do hereby declare
that I have Changed my name from
Manju Devi Parasramka (Old Name) to
Manju Parasramka (New Name) and
henceforth I shall be known as Manju
Parasramka (New Name) in all purpose,
vide affidavit Sworn before the Notary
public at Kolkata on Dated 11-06-2026.
Manju Parasramka (New Name) and
Manju Devi Parasramka (Old Name)
both are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sekh Chaytunnesa (Old Name),
Daughter Of Zahiruddin, Resident Of
3,Syed Salley Lane, Po- Burabazar, Ps
Jorasanko, Kolkata-700007, West Ben-
gal Do Hereby Declare That I Have
Changed My Name From Sekh Chay-
tunnesa (Old Name) To Nagma Begum
(New Name) And Henceforth I Shall Be
Known As Nagma Begum (New Name )
In All Purpose, Vide Affidavit  Sworn Be-
fore The Ld 1st Class Judicial Magis-
trate At Alipore On 09/06/2026. Nagma
Begum(New Name) And Sekh Chaytun-
nesa (Old Name) Both Are Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Shukla Kar  (Old Name)  Wife  Of Dipak
Kar, Resident Of 71, Bikramgarh, Ja-
davpur, Kolkata - 700032, West Bengal,
Do Hereby Declare That I Have
Changed My Name From Shukla Kar
(Old Name) To Sukla Kar  (New Name)
And Henceforth Shall Be Known As
Sukla Kar (New Name) In All Purpose ,
Vide Affidavit No 13 Sworn Before The
Notary Public At Kolkata  On
10/06/2026. Sukla Kar (New Name)
And Shukla Kar (Old Name) Both Are
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sankar Prasad Das  (Old Name), Son
Of Surya Kumar Das, Resident Of 343,
Kendua Main Road, P.O.- Garia, P.S.-
Patuli, Kolkata- 700084, West Bengal,
Do Hereby Declare That I Have
Changed My Name From Sankar
Prasad Das (Old Name) To Sankar
Prosad Das (New Name) And Hence-
forth Shall Be Known As Sankar Prosad
Das (New Name) In All Purpose , Vide
Affidavit No 14 Sworn Before The No-
tary Public At Kolkata  On 10/06/2026.
Sankar Prosad Das (New Name) And
Sankar Prasad Das (Old Name) Both
Are Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Dalim Tarafdar , Son Of Mamud Taraf-
dar, Resident Of Vill- Shyamnagar, P.O.-
Garapota, P.S.- Hanskhali, Dist - Nadia,
Pin - 741502.My Actual Date Of Birth Is
05/06/1986 Recorded In My Passport
Being Passport No.P7936917 Date Of
Issue 23/02/2017 And Date Of Expired
22/02/2027 Issued At Kolkata But In-
advertently My Date Of Birth Recorded
Xx/Xx/1983 In My Voter Id Card Vide
Voter Id Card No.Xzd1547520 Instead
Of 05/06/1986. Declared Before The
Notary Public At Kolkata On
10/06/2026 That My Actual Date Of
Birth Is 05/06/1986.

Name Change
I, Aditya Agarwal (Old Name), Son  Of
Pramod Kumar Agarwal, Resident Of
4h, Gobinda Auddy Road, P.O.- Alipore,
P.S.- Chetla, Kolkata - 700027, West
Bengal, Do Hereby Declare That I Have
Changed My Name From Aditya Agar-
wal (Old Name) To Aditya Kumar
Agarwal (New Name) And Henceforth
Shall Be Known As Aditya Kumar
Agarwal (New Name) In All Purpose,
Vide Affidavit No. 49624 Sworn Before
The 1st Class Judicial Magistrate At
Alipore On 08/06/2026. Aditya Kumar
Agarwal (New Name) And Aditya
Agarwal (Old Name) Both Are Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Pramod Agarwal (Old Name), Son  Of
Late Kajor Mal Agarwal Resident Of 4h,
Gobinda Auddy Road, P.O.- Alipore,
P.S.- Chetla, Kolkata - 700027, West
Bengal, Do Hereby Declare That I Have
Changed My Name From Pramod
Agarwal (Old Name) To Pramod Kumar
Agarwal (New Name) And Henceforth
Shall Be Known As Pramod Kumar
Agarwal (New Name) In All Purpose ,
Vide Affidavit No. 49624 Sworn Before
The 1st Class Judicial Magistrate At
Alipore On 08/06/2026. Pramod
Kumar Agarwal (New Name) And
Pramod Agarwal (Old Name) Both Are
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Tapan Kumar Sautia (Old Name), Son
Of Basudeb Sautia, Resident Of Vill-
Shibpur, P.O.- Dakshin Shibpur, P.S.-
Shyampur, Dist- Howrah, Pin- 711314,
West Bengal, Do Hereby Declare That
I Have Changed My Name From Tapan
Kr Sautia (Old Name) To Tapan Sautia
(New Name) And Henceforth Shall Be
Known As Tapan Sautia (New Name)
In All Purpose, Vide Affidavit No 17
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 11/06/2026. Tapan Sautia
(New Name) And Tapan Kr Sautia (Old
Name) Both Are Same And One Iden-
tical Person.

Name Change
I, Nandkishor Pannalal Bhutra (old
name) S/o Pannalal Bhutra, residing at
Avani Oxford PH-2, BL-3, F-6E, 136,
JESSORE ROAD, P.S.- LAKETOWN,
NORTH 24 PARGANAS, PIN- 700055,
West Bengal, do hereby declare that I
have changed my name from Nandk-
ishor Pannalal Bhutra (Old Name) to
Nand Kishor Bhutra (New Name) and
henceforth I shall be known as Nand
Kishor Bhutra (new name) in all purpose,
vide affidavit sworn before the Notary
Public at Kolkata, on 11/06/2026. Nand
Kishor Bhutra (New Name) and Nandk-
ishor Pannalal Bhutra (Old Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ashit Banerjee (Old Name), S/o Gatilal
Banerjee, Residing at Vill- Pratapgar
Paschimpara, P.O.- Hat Bahirgachhi,
P.S.- Dhantala, Ranaghat - II, Nadia, Pin-
741501, West Bengal, India. do hereby
declare that I have changed my name
from Ashit Banerjee (Old Name) to Asit
Banerjee (new name) and henceforth I
be known as Asit Banerjee (New Name)
as declared before the Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide affidavit No. 33 ,Dated
10/06/2026. Asit Banerjee (New Name)
and Ashit Banerjee (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Anita Nandkishor Bhutra (old name) W/o
Nandkishor Bhutra, residing at Avani Ox-
ford PH-2, BL-3, F-6E, 136, JESSORE
ROAD, P.S.- LAKETOWN, NORTH 24 PAR-
GANAS, PIN- 700055, West Bengal, do
hereby declare that I have changed my
name from Anita Nandkishor Bhutra (Old
Name) to Anita Bhutra (New Name) and
henceforth I shall be known as Anita Bhutra
(new name) in all purpose, vide affidavit
sworn before the Notary Public at Kolkata,
on 11/06/2026. Anita Bhutra (New Name)
and Anita Nandkishor Bhutra (Old Name)
both are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Santosh Kumar Mirdha (old name) S/o
Narendra Nath Mridha, residing at DAK-
SHIN NALDANGA ASHRA MATH, NAL-
DANGA CHANDANNAGAR 712123,
West Bengal, do hereby declare that I
have changed my name from Santosh
Kumar Mirdha (Old Name) to Santosh
Kumar Mridha (New Name) and hence-
forth I shall be known as Santosh Kumar
Mridha (new name) in all purpose, vide
affidavit sworn before the Notary Pub-
lick at Kolkata, on 11/06/2026. Santosh
Kumar Mridha (New Name) and San-
tosh Kumar Mirdha (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Subid Ali Seikh (old name), S/o Abdul
Roup Sekh, residing at Vill-Gopal-
prasad, PO-Dwarhatta, PS-Haripal,
Hooghly, Pin-712403, West Bengal, do
hereby declare that I have changed my
name from Subid Ali Seikh (Old Name)
to Subid Ali Sekh (New Name) and
henceforth I shall be known as Subid Ali
Sekh (new name) in all purpose, vide af-
fidavit sworn before the Notary Public
at Kolkata, vide an Affidavit dated
10/06/2026. Subid Ali Sekh (New
Name) and Subid Ali Seikh (Old Name)
both are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ganandra Nath Mondal (Old Name),
S/o Ratikanta Mondal, Residing at Vill-
Netajipally, P.O.- Noapara, Dist.- North
24 Parganas, Pin- 700125, West Ben-
gal, India. do hereby declare that I have
changed my name from Ganandra Nath
Mondal (Old Name) to Gyanendra Nath
Mondal (new name) and henceforth I be
known as Gyanendra Nath Mondal
(New Name) as declared before the No-
tary Public at Kolkata, vide affidavit
Dated 10/06/2026. Gyanendra Nath
Mondal (New Name) and Ganandra
Nath Mondal (Old Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sabita Saha (Old Name), W/O Chit-
taranjan Saha, Residing at A3 Satyam
Apartment Purba Bankim Pally, Mad-
hyamgram, North 24 Pgs, Pin- 700129,
West Bengal, India. do hereby declare
that I have changed my name from
Sabita Saha (Old Name) to Sabita Rani
Saha  (new name) and henceforth I be
known as Sabita Rani Saha  (New
Name) in all purpose, as declared be-
fore the Notary Public at Kolkata, vide
affidavit Dated 11/06/2026. Sabita
Rani Saha (New Name) and Sabita
Saha (Old Name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sanjay Kanodia (old name) S/o Sita
Ram Kanodia, residing at Konark Gar-
den, Block-B, Flat-2C & 2D, 6 Burdwan
Road, Alipore, Kolkata- 700027, West
Bengal, do hereby declare that I have
changed my name from Sanjay Kan-
odia (Old Name) to Sanjay Kumar Kan-
odia (New Name) and henceforth I
shall be known as Sanjay Kumar Kan-
odia (new name) in all purpose, vide af-
fidavit sworn before the Notary Publick
at Kolkata, on 11/06/2026. Sanjay
Kumar Kanodia (New Name) and San-
jay Kanodia (Old Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sarafat Hossain Mondal (old name)
C/o Sultan Mondal, residing at Narayan-
pur Nalkora, P.O.- Soladana, P.S.-
Basirhat, Dist.- North 24 Pgs, Pin-
743429, West Bengal, do hereby declare
that I have changed my name from
Sarafat Hossain Mondal (Old Name) to
Md Sarafat Hossain Mondal (New
Name) and henceforth I shall be known
as Md Sarafat Hossain Mondal (new
name) in all purpose, vide affidavit
sworn before the Notary Publick at
Kolkata, on 11/06/2026. Md Sarafat
Hossain Mondal (New Name) and
Sarafat Hossain Mondal (Old Name)
both are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Komal Kumari Mondal (Old Name),
Daughter Of Hari Kishore Mondal, Resi-
dent Of Chandannagar, Po Manjhi
Batyani Behler, Banka, Bihar-813202,
West Bengal Do Hereby Declare That I
Have Changed My Name From Komal
Kumari Mondal (Old Name) To Roushni
Parveen (New Name) And Henceforth I
Shall Be Known As Roushni Parveen
(New Name ) In All Purpose, Vide Affi-
davit  Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 12/12/2026. Roushni
Parveen (New Name) And Komal Kumari
Mondal (Old Name) Both Are Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Mohammad  Faiyazul Haque (Old
Name), Son  Of Late Md Fazlul Haque,
Resident Of Road No.10, Nai Basti Rah-
mat Nagar, Asansol, Paschim Bard-
dhaman, Pin - 713325, West Bengal, Do
Hereby Declare That I Have Changed
My Name From Mohammad Faiyazul
Haque (Old Name) To Faiyazul Haque
(New Name) And Henceforth Shall Be
Known As Faiyazul Haque (New Name)
In All Purpose , Vide Affidavit No 12
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata  On 10/06/2026. Faiyazul
Haque (New Name) And Mohammad
Faiyazul Haque (Old Name) Both Are
Same And One Identical Person

Name Change
I, Shabira Bibi Sk (Old Name) W/o Sk
Sahanoor Residing at Sarenga, P.o-
Sarenga, District- Howrah, Pin-
711309, West Bengal, India, do
hereby declare that I have Changed
my name from Shabira Bibi Sk (Old
Name) to Sabira Bibi (New Name) and
henceforth I shall be known as Sabira
Bibi (New Name) in all purpose, vide
affidavit no 23/2026 Sworn before
the Notary public at Kolkata on Dated
11-06-2026. Sabira Bibi (New Name)
and Shabira Bibi Sk (Old Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) JANSED SK S/o-
IYANUS SK  Residing at,  Vill- Nutan-
gram, Po- Nutangram, Ps- Kandi,
Dist- Murshidabad, Pin- 742140,
West Bengal. Do hereby declare that I
have Changed my name from JANSED
SK  To JAMSED ALI (New name) and
henceforth I Shall be Known as (New
name) JAMSED ALI  in all purpose
Vide an affidavit No- 2324 On Date 08
June 2026  Sworn before the Notary
Public at Berhampore Murshidabad,
JAMSED ALI and JANSED SK  both are
Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) SAHA SWAPAN & SWA-
PAN  S/o- LATE JYOTISH CHANDRA
SAHA  Residing at,  Vill- Gopal Bhaban
Ramkrishna Pally, Po- Malda, Ps- Eng-
lishbazar,  Dist- Malda, Pin- 732101,
West Bengal. Do hereby declare that I
have Changed my name from SAHA
SWAPAN & SWAPAN  To SWAPAN
KUMAR SAHA (New name) and
henceforth I Shall be Known as (New
name) SWAPAN KUMAR SAHA  in all
purpose Vide an affidavit No- 2325 On
Date 08 June 2026  Sworn before the
Notary Public at Berhampore Mur-
shidabad,  SWAPAN KUMAR SAHA
and SAHA SWAPAN & SWAPAN  both
are Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) DIPANWITA CHAKRABORTY
D/o- DEBABRATA CHAKRABORTY  Re-
siding at,  Vill- Airview Complex (East),
Po- Malda, Ps- Englishbazar,  Dist-
Malda, Pin- 732101, West Bengal. Do
hereby declare that I have Changed my
name from DIPANWITA CHAKRABORTY
To DEEPANWITA CHAKRABORTY (New
name) and henceforth I Shall be Known
as (New name) DEEPANWITA
CHAKRABORTY  in all purpose Vide an
affidavit No- 2326 On Date 08 June
2026  Sworn before the Notary Public at
Berhampore Murshidabad,  DEEPAN-
WITA CHAKRABORTY and DIPANWITA
CHAKRABORTY   both are Same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) SAMMAN ALI is
Recorded in my Aadhaar Card No-
2843 9177 1909  S/o- NASIRUDDIN
SK  Residing at,  Vill- Hatpara, Po-
Hazarpur Nabagram, Ps- Kandi,  Dist-
Murshidabad, Pin- 742136, West
Bengal. Do hereby declare that I have
Changed my name from SAMMAN
ALI  To SONMAN ALI (New name) and
henceforth I Shall be Known as (New
name) SONMAN ALI  in all purpose
Vide an affidavit On Date 25 May
2026  Sworn before the S.D.A.M at
Berhampore Murshidabad,  SONMAN
ALI and SAMMAN ALI    both are
Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) HADISA KHATUN is
Recorded in my Aadhaar Card No-
8496 7251 6466  D/o- ROKIB SK  Re-
siding at,  Vill- Motra, Po- Hazarpur
Nabagram, Ps- Kandi,  Dist- Murshid-
abad, Pin- 742136, West Bengal. Do
hereby declare that I have Changed
my name from HADISA KHATUN  To
AROBA KHATUN (New name) and
henceforth I Shall be Known as (New
name) AROBA KHATUN  in all purpose
Vide an affidavit On Date 12 Jan 2026
Sworn before the 1st Class at Kandi
Murshidabad,  AROBA KHATUN and
HADISA KHATUN    both are Same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I MST MUKHLUDA KHATUN, D/o- IS-
MAIL KHAN at Motra, Post- Hazarpur
Nabagram, Ps- Kandi, Dist- Murshid-
abad, Declare MST MUKHLUDA
KHATUN & MOSA MUKHLUDA
KHATUN is same Person Affidavit
3804, Ld JM 1st Class at Kandi.

Name Change
I Natasha Martis daughter of Ivan Mar-
tis Residing at 1401, Avani Regency, 1
Dr. R.G. Nath Sarani, Kolkata, 700033,
West Bengal, India have changed my
name and shall henceforth be known
as Natasha Ivan Martis as declared be-
fore the First Class Judicial Magistrate
Alipore Court vide affidavit no 18065
dated 27th April 2026. Natasha Martis
and Natasha Ivan Martis both are same
and identical person.

Name Change
I, Regeshree Mitra Samanta (Old Name),
W/o.- Pradipta Samanta, R/o.- W.
No.12, Police Line, P.O.- Sripally, P.S.-
Burdwan, Dist.- Purba Bardhaman-
713103, that I have changed  my name
& shall henceforth be known as
Rageshree Mitra Samanta (New Name),
vide an Affidavit Sl. No. 118, dtd.
09.06.2026, before the Ld. Judicial
Magistrate at Purba Bardhaman. That,
Regeshree Mitra Samanta (Old Name) &
Rageshree Mitra Samanta (New Name)
both are same & one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sk Kamrujjaman, S/o. Sk Kausar Ali,
R/o. Kamalpur, Khamargachi, Bala-
garh, Hooghly-712515, W.B. do hereby
declare that in my Birth Certificate
(being Regn. No. B/2026/0362747,
dtd. 25/11/2002, D.O.B. 04/09/2002)
where my father’s name has been
recorded as Kausar Ali instead of his
correct & original name Sk Kausar Ali.
That my father Sk Kausar Ali & Kausar
Ali both are the same & one identical
person vide an affidavit no. 13870, dtd.
10/06/2026, sworn before Judicial
Magistrate, Sadar Hooghly Court.

Name Change
I, SHAHIDA SHAIN (Old Name) W/o MD
EKRAM Residing at 3rd Lane Extension
Hill View North Green Park, P.o- Asansol,
P.s - Asansol South, District- Paschim
Barddhaman, Pin-713304 , West Bengal,
India, do hereby declare that I have
Changed my name from SHAHIDA
SHAIN (Old Name) to SHAHIDA SHA-
HEEN (New Name) and henceforth I
shall be known as SHAHIDA SHAHEEN
(New Name) in all purpose, vide affidavit
Sworn before the Notary public at
Kolkata on Dated 10-06-2026.
SHAHIDA SHAHEEN (New Name) and
SHAHIDA SHAIN (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, SAHANZ ZAKIA (Old Name) W/o
ABDUL MANNAN Residing at Rahmat
Nagar Road no 3, P.o- Burnpur, P.s- Hi-
rapur, District- Paschim Barddhaman,
Pin -713325, West Bengal, India, do
hereby declare that I have Changed my
name from SAHANZ ZAKIA (Old
Name) to SAHNAZ ZAKIA (New Name)
and henceforth I shall be known as
SAHNAZ ZAKIA (New Name) in all pur-
pose, vide affidavit  Sworn before the
Notary public at Kolkata on Dated 10-
06-2026. SAHNAZ ZAKIA (New Name)
and SAHANZ ZAKIA (Old Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Morjina Khatun (Old Name) D/o Late
Md Monsur Ali Shah Residing at Vill - Is-
lampur Kadambagachi, P.o- Kadamba-
gachi, P.s- Duttapukur, District- North 24
Parganas, Pin- 700125, West Bengal,
India, do hereby declare that I have
Changed my name from Morjina Khatun
(Old Name) to Marjina Khatun (New
Name) and henceforth I shall be known
as Marjina Khatun (New Name) in all
purpose, vide affidavit Sworn before the
Notary public at Kolkata on Dated 11-
06-2026. Marjina Khatun (New Name)
and Morjina Khatun (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Students to get access to
Lam Research’s Semiverse
Semiconductor Training
Platform
MI News Service, Jaipur :
Union Minister for Elec-
tronics & Information
Technology, Railways and
Information & Broadcast-
ing, Sh. Ashwini Vaishnaw
today announced the es-
tablishment of an Ad-
vanced Quantum
Computing and Quantum
Communications Lab at
the Malaviya National In-
stitute of Technology
(MNIT), Jaipur.

The lab will be estab-
lished under the Electron-
ics and ICT Academic
Project of Ministry of Elec-
tronics and Information

Ashwini Vaishnaw announces establishment of Advanced

Quantum and Artificial Intelligence labs at MNIT Jaipur

MI News Service, Kharag-
pur: In an effort to ensure
passenger convenience,
maintain railway disci-
pline, and curb unautho-
rized activities in trains
and railway premises, the
Kharagpur Railway Divi-
sion conducted a special
intensive inspection drive
against ticketless travelers
and illegal vendors/hawk-
ers.The campaign was
jointly carried out by offi-
cials of the Commercial
Department and the Rail-
way Protection Force
(RPF) across several im-
portant trains operating
under the division. During
the drive, extensive checks
were conducted on trains
numbered 12074, 12073,
22851, 18046, 12863,
12660, 12828, 12860, and
several other passenger
services.A large number of passengers
traveling without valid tickets or violat-
ing travel regulations were detected dur-
ing the inspections. Fines were imposed
on the offenders in accordance with the
provisions of the Railway Act and appli-
cable railway rules.The operation also

identified several illegal
vendors and hawkers sell-
ing goods inside trains
without valid authoriza-
tion. Those apprehended
were handed over to the
Railway Protection Force
for further legal
action.Railway authorities
stated that strict action
against rule violators will
continue in the future. The
Kharagpur Division em-
phasized that providing
passengers with a safe, or-
derly, and comfortable
travel environment re-
mains its top priority. To
achieve this objective, sim-
ilar special drives will be
conducted regularly to ef-
fectively control ticketless
travel, illegal vending, and
other unauthorized activi-
ties.The railway adminis-
tration has appealed to

passengers to always travel with valid
tickets and purchase food items and
other goods only from authorized ven-
dors. Officials added that passengers' co-
operation is essential in making the
railway system safer, more disciplined,
and passenger-friendly.

Rail Administration Cracks Down on Ticketless Travel and Illegal
Vendors; Special Drive Conducted by Kharagpur Division

MI News Service, Delhi,
June 11, 2026 : In an ongo-
ing endeavour to manage
the heavy morning rush
and provide seamless
travel for daily commuters,
Sealdah Division will be in-
troducing additional EMU
services in Sealdah–Dia-
mond Harbour section and
Sealdah-Hasnabad section
during peak hours despite
of capacity constraints.
These services will com-
mence from 15.06.2026
(Monday).

Additional Services: -
(Sealdah- Diamond

Harbour Section)- Monday
to Saturday as Special
Service

1. Sonarpur (Dep-
06:05)- Diamond harbour
(Arr- 07:10)

2. Diamond harbour
(Dep- 07:22) - Sealdah (Arr-
08:58)- to manage morning
peak rush from Diamond
Harbour to Sealdah

3. Sealdah (Dep- 09:35)
- Sonarpur (Arr-10:10)

(Sea ldah-Barasa t -
Hasnabad Section)- Daily
as regular service

1. Hasnabad (Dep-
15:20) – Barasat (Arr-
16:39)

Extension of Service:-
(Sea ldah-Barasa t -

Hasnabad Section)
1. 33431 up Sealdah

(Dep-08:58)-Barasat local
now will be extended upto
Hasnabad (Arr-11:06)

Addressing recent pub-
lic queries and assessing
the rush during morning
peak hours, additional
services in Sealdah- Dia-
mond Harbour section, di-
visional authorities have
firmly clarified that there
will be absolutely no reduc-
tion, alteration, or removal
of dedicated Ladies
Coaches from existing
trains and there shall be 3
coaches reserved for ladies
uniformly in all the services
across the division. Passen-
ger safety, particularly the
security and comfort of
women commuters, re-

mains a non-negotiable
priority for Sealdah divi-
sion. With the addition of
additional service, the re-
quirement of male passen-
gers will be met by
augmenting carrying ca-
pacity.  

Hasnabad section also
have heavy rush, the addi-
tional service/ extension
will benefit the commuters.

Division is also explor-
ing scope for additional
services/ extension in other
sections of Sealdah division
based on the passenger de-
mand.

These new trains in
Sealdah division will defi-
nitely satisfy the expecta-
tion of the passengers
during the rush hours of
journey and provide seam-
less connectivity and better
travel experience.

Technology (MeitY).
It will focus on building

indigenous capabilities in
Quantum Key Distribution
(QKD), Quantum Comput-
ing simulation, and Quan-
tum Sensing hardware
components.

Addressing students
and faculty members, the
Union Minister said that
while the current techno-
logical wave is being
driven by AI, the next
major technological wave
will be led by Quantum
Technology.

The Minister stated
that the work to be under-
taken under this project
will be of significant im-
portance for the country.
The lab will also undertake
research in Quantum Key
Distribution (QKD), which
is important from the na-
tional security perspective.

Vaishnaw urged MNIT
Jaipur to take a leadership
role in the area of post-
quantum cryptography.

Lam Research’s “Semi-
verse” platform

The Union Minister
also announced that stu-
dents of MNIT Jaipur will
get access to Lam Re-
search’s “Semiverse” plat-
form. It is a digital
twin-based semiconductor
fabrication and training

ecosystem.
Through Semiverse,

students can now study
semiconductor chip struc-
tures in 3D, understand
chip manufacturing
processes, and simulate
fabrication steps in a vir-
tual environment.

Union Minister men-
tioned that there is a de-
mand of more than million
semiconductor design
workforce, as per indus-
try's estimate. India can
easily bridge this gap. Al-
ready, companies like
NVIDIA, Qualcomm, ARM,
& AMD are already design-
ing the advanced semicon-
ductor chips of 2 and 3 nm
in India. This is possible
because of design work-
force.

Vaishnaw said that
Government of India as
part of Chips to Startup
(C2S) Programme, is pro-
viding Electronic Design
Automation (EDA) tools to
more than 323 universities
across the country. These
are state of the art semi-
conductor design tools of
leading companies such as
Synopsys, Cadence and Re-
nesas.

Using these tools, more
than 100 student-designed
chips from institutions
across India have been

fabricated at Semiconduc-
tor Laboratory (SCL), Mo-
hali. The Minister
encouraged students to
make full use of these ad-
vanced EDA tools.

Artificial Intelligence
Lab

Union Minister an-
nounced that AI Lab will
also be established at
MNIT Jaipur. The lab will
provide the facilities in-
cluding advanced compute
and tools for research and
innovation.

The focus will be on
connecting it with the net-
work of IndiaAI mission. In
this regard, he highlighted
the work being carried out
by Indian Institute of Tech-
nology Jodhpur related to
deepfake detection tech-
nology.

Makers Lab inaugura-
tion

Later, Union Minister
along with Sh. Heeralal
Nagar, Minister of State
(IC) for Energy Department
in the Government of Ra-
jasthan and Sh. Gopal
Sharma Member, Ra-
jasthan Member of Legisla-
tive Assembly (Civil Lines
Jaipur) inaugurated the
Makers Lab at MNIT
Jaipur.

Makers lab will provide
students with experiential
and hands-on training op-
portunities in both soft-
ware and hardware
technologies. This will in-
clude sensors, embedded
systems, compute devices
and electronics systems.

Earlier during the visit,
Vaishnaw interacted with
students and faculty mem-
bers. Students demon-
strated several projects
and applications in the
fields of AI, robotics,
drone, structural engineer-
ing and post-quantum
cryptography.

Sealdah Division Introduces Additional EMU Services For Decongestion
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MI News Service, New
Delhi: A high-profile posi-
tion comes with a host of
conditions. Speculation
had been rife that the Tri-
namool Congress founded
by Mamata Banerjee
would merge with the
Congress following the
2026 Assembly elections,
particularly after the
party faced fragmentation
at all levels. This would
not merely be a case of a
"daughter returning
home"; it would represent
a significant shift in the
landscape of national pol-
itics. Sources indicate that
discussions regarding this
matter took place be-
tween Mamata Banerjee
and Sonia Gandhi along-
side the INDIA bloc meet-
ings in Delhi. Rumors
even circulated that the
merger might occur
within a day or two. These
speculations intensified
on Wednesday when Con-
gress General Secretary
(Organization) K.C. Venu-

gopal summoned state
unit presidents for an ur-
gent meeting. However,
the topic of Trinamool did
not even come up during
that meeting on Thursday.
Instead, senior party
leader Jairam Ramesh
dismissed the reports re-
garding talks between
Mamata and Sonia as

completely baseless. On
Thursday, the Congress
top leadership held a
meeting with all state
presidents and general
secretaries at Delhi's In-
dira Bhawan. Discussions
focused on issues such as
inflation, unemployment,
the NEET scandal, and
other critical matters.

Later, addressing a press
conference, K.C. Venu-
gopal asserted that there
had been no discussion
regarding Trinamool dur-
ing the meeting. Congress
leader Jairam Ramesh
echoed this sentiment,
stating, "A story has been
circulating in various
media outlets. It is com-

pletely false. Sonia Gandhi
and Mamata Banerjee
share a personal relation-
ship spanning 40 years.
They have had many con-
versations, but there was
no discussion whatsoever
regarding the matters
being reported."

KC Venugopal stated
that the day's meeting fo-
cused primarily on the
Congress party's own
agenda. The Congress is
set to launch nationwide
agitations over the coming
months, with protest pro-
grams planned around is-
sues such as rising prices
and various policies of the
central government. De-
tails regarding the dates,
locations, and nature of
these events will be final-
ized and communicated to
the state leadership. How-
ever, supporters from
both camps are somewhat
disappointed that there
was absolutely no discus-
sion regarding the Tri-
namool.

Congress dismisses speculation about merger with Trinamool 
MI News Service, Kolkata ::
Public Sector Oil Marketing
Companies (OMCs)  IndianOil,
BPCL and HPCL — continue to
maintain adequate supplies of
Petrol, Diesel and LPG across
the country and are fully
geared to meet consumer de-
mand through robust logistics
and distribution networks. The
Public Sector OMCs are lever-
aging their extensive infra-
structure, including terminals,
depots, pipelines, LPG bottling
plants and retail outlets, to en-
sure uninterrupted product
availability. Supply chains re-
main fully operational, with lo-
gistics teams, transport
networks, terminal operations
and select retail outlets func-
tioning round the clock to fa-
cilitate seamless movement
and timely replenishment of
fuel stocks wherever required.
The OMCs are also working in
close coordination with State
Governments, district admin-
istrations and other stakehold-
ers to ensure smooth and
efficient fuel distribution
across all regions.

MI News Service, Kolkata : In
a major push toward modern-
izing rail infrastructure, East-
ern Railway has successfully
completed crucial Non-Inter-
locking electronic signaling
work at Berhampore Court
station. This massive techno-
logical upgrade is happening
under the dynamic leadership
of Shri Milind Deouskar, Gen-
eral Manager of Eastern Rail-
way, whose vision continues to
drive safety, punctuality, and
seamless train operations
across the zone. The upgrade
introduces advanced elec-
tronic systems that replace
older, manual mechanisms,
ensuring that trains can tran-
sition through the station
much faster while significantly
minimizing the scope of
human error. For everyday
commuters, these back-end
technical changes translate di-
rectly into a much smoother
journey by eliminating unex-
pected delays outside the sta-
tion, enhancing safety through
world-class protective layers,
and expanding capacity so the

network can manage multiple
local passenger and heavy
freight trains simultaneously
without disruption.This entire
execution of work has been
implemented efficiently under
the able guidance and close
monitoring of Shri Rajeev Sax-
ena, Divisional Railway Man-
ager of Sealdah Division. To
drastically boost the station's
capacity, Eastern Railway has
integrated significant track
and route expansions into the
new setup. 

Three brand-new com-
mon loop lines have been pro-
vided at Berhampore Court to
allow more trains to stop or
pass through safely, featuring
a Clear Standing Room of 594
meters for Loop Line 3, 377
meters for Loop Line 4, and
348 meters for Loop Line 5.
Alongside these new tracks,
the Clear Standing Room of
the existing lines has been
lengthened considerably, with
Line 1 increasing from 680
meters to 890 meters and Line
2 expanding from 564 meters
to 807 meters.

Strong Supply Chain Opera-
tions Ensure Fuel Availabil-

ity AcrossWest Bengal

Major Tech Upgrade at Berhampore Court
Station to Boost Train Safety and Speed

MI News Service, Delhi :
India’s first domestically
manufactured C-295 Mil-
itary Transport Aircraft
(MTA) has successfully
completed its maiden test
flight at the final assem-
bly line in Gujarat, mark-
ing a major milestone for
the country’s aerospace
and defence manufactur-
ing ambitions under the
‘Make in India’ and At-
manirbhar Bharat initia-
tives. The aircraft,
produced by Tata Ad-
vanced Systems Limited
(TASL) in partnership
with Airbus at its Vado-
dara facility, is the first of
40 C-295 transport air-
craft that will be manu-
factured in India for the
Indian Air Force (IAF).
Confirming the success-
ful flight, Airbus Defence
said, “This maiden test
flight is a crucial step in
the aircraft's post pro-
duction testing process.
As the first of 40 aircraft
to be built in India, the
test-flight advances the
programme’s objective of
delivering the first
‘Made-in-India’ C295 air-
craft this year to the In-
dian Air Force. A
game-changer in the govt
of India’s ‘Make in India’

vision, the C295 India
programme is the first
instance of a military air-
craft being manufactured
in India by the private
sector.”

The IAF also wel-
comed the achievement
and congratulated the
teams involved in the
programme. “The
achievement reinforces
India's growing aero-
space capabilities and
underscores the Indian
Air Force's commitment
to fostering indigenous
defence capability under
the vision of Atmanirb-
har Bharat,” the force
said. India signed a Rs
21,935-crore contract
with Spain in September
2021 for the procure-
ment of 56 C-295 trans-
port aircraft. Under the
agreement, 16 aircraft
are being supplied di-
rectly from Spain in fly-
away condition, while the
remaining 40 are being
manufactured in India.
The Vadodara final as-
sembly line, where the
aircraft was built, was in-
augurated on October
28, 2024, by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and
Spanish Prime Minister
Pedro Sánchez.

MAKE IN INDIA : C-295 MTA completes maiden test flight

MI News Service, Delhi : Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on Thursday
chaired Niti Aayog's 11th Governing
Council meeting to deliberate on the
government's approach for inclusive
human development with the goal to at-
tain the vision of Viksit Bharat by 2047.

"Chairing the 11th meeting of the
Governing Council of NITI Aayog," PM
Modi said in a social media post.
"Guided by the spirit of cooperative fed-
eralism, we are working together to ac-

celerate India's development journey.
The collective efforts of the Centre

and States will play a pivotal role in re-
alising our shared vision of Viksit
Bharat," he added. The Council will
take up the 'Inclusive Human Develop-
ment Framework', anchored around
four core pillars -- foundational human
capital and future-ready skills; produc-
tive employment, entrepreneurship and
decentralised growth; health, nutrition
and wellbeing; and equity and dignity

for all, an official statement had said.
Measures to promote entrepreneur-
ship, enhance skilling, and create sus-
tainable employment opportunities
across the country will also be dis-
cussed, it had said. The governing
council will also focus on the recom-
mendations of the 5th National Confer-
ence of Chief Secretaries held during
December 26-28, 2025. Generally, the
meeting of the entire council happens
every year. 

MODI chairs NITI AAYOG'S 11th GCM

MAKE IN INDIA : C-295 MTA
completes maiden test flight
MI News Service, New
Delhi: India’s first domes-
tically manufactured C-
295 Military Transport
Aircraft (MTA) has suc-
cessfully completed its
maiden test flight at the
final assembly line in Gu-
jarat, marking a major
milestone for the country’s
aerospace and defence
manufacturing ambitions
under the ‘Make in India’
and Atmanirbhar Bharat
initiatives. The aircraft,
produced by Tata Ad-
vanced Systems Limited
(TASL) in partnership with
Airbus at its Vadodara fa-
cility, is the first of 40 C-
295 transport aircraft that
will be manufactured in
India for the Indian Air
Force (IAF).

Confirming the suc-
cessful flight, Airbus De-
fence said, “This maiden
test flight is a crucial step
in the aircraft's post pro-
duction testing process. As
the first of 40 aircraft to be
built in India, the test-
flight advances the pro-
gramme’s objective of
delivering the first ‘Made-
in-India’ C295 aircraft this
year to the Indian Air
Force. A game-changer in
the govt of India’s ‘Make in
India’ vision, the C295
India programme is the
first instance of a military
aircraft being manufac-
tured in India by the pri-
vate sector.”The IAF also
welcomed the achieve-
ment and congratulated
the teams involved in the
programme. “The
achievement reinforces
India's growing aerospace
capabilities and under-
scores the Indian Air
Force's commitment to
fostering indigenous de-
fence capability under the
vision of Atmanirbhar
Bharat,” the force said.

MI News Service, New
Delhi: Three Indian sea-
farers who were reported
missing after a US military
strike on the Palau-
flagged oil tanker MT Set-
tebello off the coast of
Oman have been con-
firmed dead, Union minis-
ter for ports, shipping and
waterways Sarbananda
Sonowal said . The de-
ceased sailors have been
identified as deck cadet
Aditya Sharma from Hi-
machal Pradesh, engine
fitter Shivanand
Chaurasiya and chief engi-
neer Patnala Suresh.

The deaths come a day
after India strongly con-
demned the attack and
summoned a senior US
diplomat to register its
protest over the incident
involving an all-Indian
crew. In a post on X,
Sonowal described the de-
velopment as “deeply un-
fortunate”. “Sadly, three
Indian seafarers initially
reported missing are now
confirmed dead after two
bodies were recovered,”
the minister said.

Calling the deaths a
“profound loss to our mar-
itime family”, Sonowal
said: “The Modi Govern-
ment stands firmly with
the bereaved during this
difficult hour and is fully
committed to supporting

the next of kin.”.
The minister added

that officials had been in-
structed to facilitate the
immediate repatriation of
the 21 rescued crew mem-
bers and ensure the swift
return of the deceased
sailors’ mortal remains.

“I have directed offi-
cials to ensure immediate
repatriation of the rescued
crew members and swift
return of the mortal re-
mains of the deceased for
their final rites,” Sonowal
said. The tanker, carrying
24 Indian crew members,
was struck by US forces
earlier this week near the
Omani coast. According to
the US military's Central
Command, the vessel had
allegedly violated Wash-
ington's blockade on Iran
by attempting to transport
Iranian oil. The military
said it fired into the ship's
engine room to stop the
vessel. The strike trig-
gered a major search-and-
rescue operation involving
Indian and Omani author-
ities. While 21 crew mem-
bers were rescued, three
sailors remained unac-
counted for before being
confirmed dead.

Aditya Sharma's fam-
ily had earlier appealed to
the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) for urgent
assistance after he was

listed among the missing
crew members. His father
had urged authorities to
deploy all available re-
sources to locate his son,
hoping he had survived
the attack and been res-
cued by Omani forces. Fol-
lowing confirmation of his
death, the family has
sought swift repatriation
of his remains for final
rites in India.

In an official statement
the MEA said, “We con-
demn the attack on the
commercial vessel Sette-
bello off the coast of
Oman, earlier today.”

The ministry had
noted at the time that “21
Indians have been rescued
thus far and 03 Indians
are reportedly missing”.
The MEA further said:
“Our Embassy in Oman is
closely monitoring the sit-
uation and proactively co-
ordinating with the Omani
authorities in the ongoing
Search and Rescue opera-
tion.” Expressing concern
over escalating tensions in
the region, the ministry
added: “The continuing in-
cidents of attacks on ship-
ping in the region are
deeply worrisome and a
direct result of the ongo-
ing conflict in the region.
We reiterate our call for
immediate de-escalation
of tensions.

3 Indians dead after US attack on MT Settebello
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Washington DC [US] :
Millions of kilometers of
rivers around the world are
carrying antibiotic pollution
at levels high enough to
promote drug resistance
and harm aquatic life, a
new study warns.

The study estimated the
scale of global river con-
tamination from human
antibiotics use.
Researchers calculated that
about 8,500 tons of antibi-
otics -- nearly one-third of
what people consume
annually -- end up in river
systems around the world
each year even after in
many cases passing
through wastewater sys-
tems. Published in PNAS
Nexus, the study is the first

to estimate the scale of
global river contamination
from human antibiotics
use.

"While the amounts of
residues from individual
antibiotics translate into
only very small concentra-
tions in most rivers, which
makes them very difficult to
detect, the chronic and
cumulative environmental
exposure to these sub-
stances can still pose a risk
to human health and
aquatic ecosystems," said
HeloisaEhaltMacedo, a
post-doctoral fellow in
geography at McGill and
lead author of the study.

The research team used
a global model validated by
field data from nearly 900

river locations. They found
that amoxicillin, the

world's most-used antibiot-
ic, is the most likely to be

present at risky levels,
especially in Southeast
Asia, where rising use and
limited wastewater treat-
ment amplify the problem.

"This study is not
intended to warn about the
use of antibiotics -- we need
antibiotics for global health
treatments -- but our
results indicate that there
may be unintended effects
on aquatic environments
and antibiotic resistance,
which calls for mitigation
and management strategies
to avoid or reduce their
implications," said
Bernhard Lehner, a profes-
sor in global hydrology in
McGill's Department of
Geography and co-author
of the study. The findings

are especially notable
because the study did not
consider antibiotics from
livestock or pharmaceutical
factories, both of which are
major contributors to envi-
ronmental contamination.

"Our results show that
antibiotic pollution in rivers
arising from human con-
sumption alone is a critical
issue, which would likely be
exacerbated by veterinari-
an or industry sources of
related compounds" said
Jim Nicell, an environmen-
tal engineering professor at
McGill and co-author of the
study. "Monitoring pro-
grams to detect antibiotic
or other chemical contami-
nation of waterways are
therefore needed. 

Antibiotics from human use are con-
taminating rivers worldwide: Study

WASHINGTON DC [US] : A Norwegian
study that was published in the open-
access journal BMJ Open found that col-
lege students who drink energy drinks
have insomnia and poor sleep quality.
Additionally, pupils clocked fewer hours
of sleep each night the more frequently
they consumed. However, the results
show that even a single can, one to three
times per month, is associated with an
increased risk of sleep disturbance.

According to the researchers, energy
drinks have variable amounts of sugar,
vitamins, minerals, and amino acids in
addition to an average caffeine concen-
tration of 150 mg per litre. Touted as
physical and mental rejuvenators, they
are well-liked by youths in general and
college students specifically. While there
is some evidence to suggest that they
reduce sleep quality, it's not clear exact-
ly which aspects of sleep might be more
or less affected, or whether there are any
sex-specific differences in these effects.

To explore these issues further, the
researchers drew on 53,266 eighteen to
35-year-old participants of the Students'

Health and Well-being Study (SHOT22
study)---the most recent wave of a large
national survey of college and university
students in Norway.

The students were asked how often
they drank energy drinks, with the
response options of daily, weekly (once;
2-3 times; 4-6 times), monthly (1-3
times), and seldom/never. They were also
asked detailed questions about their
usual sleep patterns: when they went to
bed and got up; how long it took them to
fall asleep (sleep latency); wakefulness
after going to sleep. Sleep efficiency was
then calculated from the total nightly
hours of sleep vs time spent in bed.
Insomnia was defined as experiencing
difficulties falling and staying asleep and
waking early on at least 3 nights of the
week, plus daytime sleepiness and tired-
ness for at least 3 days of the week, for at
least 3 months. However, there was a
clear dose-response association for both
sexes between energy drink consump-
tion and fewer hours of sleep. Both men
and women who reported daily con-
sumption slept around half an hour less

than those reporting only occasional or
no consumption. Similar associations
were also observed for waking after
falling asleep and taking longer to fall
asleep. Increasing consumption was
associated with a corresponding increase
in both nocturnal wake time and time
taken to fall asleep--poorer sleep effi-
ciency. Insomnia was also more common
among both women and men reporting
daily consumption than among those
reporting occasional or no consumption:
51 per cent vs 33 per cent (women) and
37 per cent vs 22 per cent (men).

Overall, higher energy drink con-
sumption was associated with an
increasing risk of sleep problems across
all the aspects studied, with the strongest
associations for short sleep duration.

Compared with those reporting no or
only an occasional energy drink, men
who reported daily consumption were
more than twice as likely to say they
slept fewer than 6 hours/night, while
women were 87 per cent more likely to
do so. But even those reporting having
an energy drink just 1-3 times a month

were still at heightened risk of sleep
problems. This is an observational study,
and as such, no firm conclusions can be
drawn about the cause.

The researchers acknowledge that
reverse causality--whereby energy drink
consumption might be a consequence of
poor sleep rather than the other way
round--might explain the associations
found. There was no information either
on the timing of consumption or the
exact quantities drunk, and the study
relied on self-assessment rather than
objective measures of consumption and
sleep patterns.

Nevertheless, the researchers con-
clude: "The results from the current
study show that there is a robust associ-
ation between the frequency of [energy
drink] consumption and the different
sleep parameters.

"Identifying modifiable risk factors
for sleep problems among college and
university students is vital and our
results suggest that the frequency of
...consumption could be a possible target
for interventions."

Poor sleep quality, insomnia linked to consuming
energy drinks among students : Study

STUDY SHOWS SLEEP DEPRIVATION MAKES US LESS HAPPY, MORE ANXIOUS
Sleep deprivation does more than just

make us sleepy. According to a study
released by the American Psychological
Association that synthesised more than 50
years of research on sleep deprivation and
mood, it may hinder our emotional func-
tioning, diminish good emotions, and
increase our risk of anxiety symptoms.

"In our largely sleep-deprived society,
quantifying the effects of sleep loss on emo-
tion is critical for promoting psychological
health," said study lead author Cara
Palmer, PhD, of Montana State University.
"This study represents the most compre-
hensive synthesis of experimental sleep
and emotion research to date, and provides
strong evidence that periods of extended
wakefulness, shortened sleep duration,
and nighttime awakenings adversely influ-
ence human emotional functioning."

The study was published in the journal
Psychological Bulletin.

Palmer and her colleagues, including
co-lead author Joanne Bower, PhD, of East
Anglia University, analyzed data from 154
studies spanning five decades, with 5,715
total participants. In all those studies,
researchers disrupted participants' sleep
for one or more nights. In some experi-
ments, participants were kept awake for
an extended period.

In others, they were allowed a shorter-
than-typical amount of sleep, and in others,
they were periodically awakened through-
out the night. Each study also measured at
least one emotion-related variable after the
sleep manipulation, such as participants'
self-reported mood, their response to emo-
tional stimuli, and measures of depression
and anxiety symptoms. Overall, the

researchers found that all three types of
sleep loss resulted in fewer positive emo-
tions such as joy, happiness and content-
ment among participants, as well as
increased anxiety symptoms such as a
rapid heart rate and increased worrying.

"This occurred even after short periods
of sleep loss, like staying up an hour or two
later than usual or after losing just a few
hours of sleep," Palmer said. "We also
found that sleep loss increased anxiety
symptoms and blunted arousal in response
to emotional stimuli." Findings for symp-
toms of depression were smaller and less
consistent, as were those for negative emo-
tions such as sadness, worry and stress.

One limitation of the study is that the
majority of participants were young adults
- the average age was 23. Future research
should include a more diverse age sample

to better understand how sleep deprivation
affects people at different ages, according
to the researchers. Other directions for
future research could include examining
the effects of multiple nights of sleep loss,
looking at individual differences to find out
why some people may be more vulnerable
than others to the effects of sleep loss, and
examining the effects of sleep loss across
different cultures, as most of the research
in the current study was conducted in the
United States and Europe, according to the
researchers. Research has found that more
than 30 per cent of adults and up to 90 per
cent of teens don't get enough sleep,"
Palmer said. The implications of this
research for individual and public health
are considerable in a largely sleep-
deprived society. Industries and sectors
prone to sleep loss.

Addressing health, lifestyle variables might 
minimise the risk of young-onset dementia: Study
A

wide range of risk factors
for young-onset dementia
have been found by

researchers. The findings call into
question the concept that genetics
is the only cause of the disease,
paving the way for novel preven-
tative techniques.

The large-scale study identi-
fied 15 risk factors, which are
similar to those for late-onset
dementia. For the first time, they
indicate that it may be possible to
reduce the risk of young-onset
dementia by targeting health and
lifestyle factors.

Relatively little research has
been done on young-onset
dementia, though globally there
are around 370,000 new cases of
young-onset dementia each year.

Published in JAMA Neurology,
the new research by the
University of Exeter and
Maastricht University followed
more than 350,000 participants
younger than 65 across the
United Kingdom from the UK
Biobank study. The team evaluat-
ed a broad array of risk factors
ranging from genetic predisposi-
tions to lifestyle and environmen-
tal influences. The study revealed
that lower formal education,
lower socioeconomic status,
genetic variation, lifestyle factors

such as alcohol use disorder and
social isolation, and health issues
including vitamin D deficiency,
depression, stroke, hearing
impairment and heart disease
significantly elevate risk of young-
onset dementia

Professor David Llewellyn of
the University of Exeter empha-
sized the importance of the find-
ings: "This breakthrough study
illustrates the crucial role of
international collaboration and
big data in advancing our under-
standing of dementia. There's still
much to learn in our ongoing mis-
sion to prevent, identify, and treat
dementia in all its forms in a
more targeted way. This is the

largest and most robust study of
its kind ever conducted.
Excitingly, for the first time it
reveals that we may be able to
take action to reduce risk of this
debilitating condition, through
targeting a range of different fac-
tors.

Dr Stevie Hendriks,
Researcher at Maastricht
University, said: "Young-onset
dementia has a very serious
impact, because the people affect-
ed usually still have a job, chil-
dren, and a busy life. The cause is
often assumed to be genetic, but
for many people we don't actually
know exactly what the cause is.
This is why we also wanted to

investigate other risk factors in
this study."

Sebastian Kohler, Professor of
Neuroepidemiology at Maastricht
University, said: "We already
knew from research on people
who develop dementia at older
age that there are a series of
modifiable risk factors. In addi-
tion to physical factors, mental
health also plays an important
role, including avoiding chronic
stress, loneliness and depression.
The fact that this is also evident in
young-onset dementia came as a
surprise to me, and it may offer
opportunities to reduce risk in
this group too."

The study's support was sup-
ported by Alzheimer's Research
UK, The Alan Turing
Institute/Engineering and
Physical Sciences Research
Council, Alzheimer Nederland,
Gieskes Strijbis Fonds, the
Medical Research Council, the
National Institute for Health and
Care Research (NIHR) Applied
Research Collaboration South
West Peninsula (PenARC), the
National Health and Medical
Research Council, the National
Institute on Aging, and Alzheimer
Netherlands.

Dr Janice Ranson, Senior
Research Fellow at the University

of Exeter, said: "Our research
breaks new ground in identifying
that the risk of young-onset
dementia can be reduced. We
think this could herald a new era
in interventions to reduce new
cases of this condition."

Dr Leah Mursaleen, Head of
Clinical Research at Alzheimer's
Research UK, which co-funded
the study, said: "We're witnessing
a transformation in understand-
ing of dementia risk and, poten-
tially, how to reduce it on both an
individual and societal level. In
recent years, there's been a grow-
ing consensus that dementia is
linked to 12 specific modifiable
risk factors such as smoking,
blood pressure and hearing loss.
It's now accepted that up to four
in 10 dementia cases worldwide
are linked to these factors.

"This pioneering study shines
important and much-needed light
on factors that can influence the
risk of young-onset dementia.
This starts to fill in an important
gap in our knowledge. It will be
important to build on these find-
ings in broader studies.'

The full study is entitled 'Risk
factors for young-onset dementia
in the UK Biobank: A prospective
population-based study', pub-
lished in JAMA Neurology. 

Beijing : Chinese researchers have unveiled a crucial mutation in the Ebola
virus that significantly enhanced its infectivity during a major outbreak,
providing new insights for epidemic surveillance and drug development. 

The study, published in the journal Cell, focused on the Ebola virus dis-
ease (EVD) outbreak in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) from
2018 to 2020, the second-largest in history, which caused over 3,000 infec-
tions and more than 2,000 deaths, Xinhua news agency reported.

"The research tells us that during major emerging infectious disease
outbreaks, real-time genomic surveillance and evolutionary analysis of the
pathogen are crucial," said Professor Qian Jun from Sun Yat-sen University.

"This is not only able to warn of changes in transmission risk but also to
prospectively assess the effectiveness of existing drugs and vaccines, guid-
ing us to preemptively adjust control strategies," Jun added. A key question
drove the research, namely, beyond the impact of local healthcare chal-
lenges, did viral evolution itself contribute to the Ebola outbreak's pro-
longed duration?

"We have long been aware that key viral mutations often act as invisi-
ble drivers accelerating transmission during major outbreaks. Having
worked on Ebola for over a decade, we had to investigate whether similar
patterns of mutation existed for this virus," said Jun, explaining the team's
motivation. In 2022, the team analysed 480 complete Ebola virus genomes
and discovered that a variant carrying a specific mutation in the viral gly-
coprotein, named GP-V75A, had emerged early in the DRC epidemic. This
variant rapidly replaced the original strain, and its rising prevalence close-
ly mirrored the surge in case numbers, suggesting it might confer a trans-
mission advantage, according to the research team. Subsequent experi-
ments using various models confirmed the mutation's biological impact. It
showed that GP-V75A had significantly enhanced the virus's ability to infect
multiple types of host cells and mice.

Chinese scientists identify
key Ebola virus mutation

Study finds how type of allergy
remedy help treat lung cancer

NEW YORK [US] : Researchers at Mount Sinai's Icahn School of
Medicine have discovered an allergy route that, when inhibited, acti-
vates antitumor immunity in animal models of non-small cell lung can-
cer (NSCLC).

In preliminary human research, combining immunotherapy with
dupilumab - an Interleukin-4 (IL-4) receptor-blocking antibody widely
used to treat allergies and asthma - improved patients' immune sys-
tems, with one out of six patients having substantial tumour decrease.
The findings were described in the December 6 issue of Nature.

"Immunotherapy using checkpoint blockade has revolutionized
treatment for non-small cell lung cancer, the most common form of
lung cancer, but currently only about a third of patients respond to it
alone, and in most patients, the benefit is temporary," says senior study
author Miriam Merad, MD, PhD, Director of the Marc and Jennifer
Lipschultz Precision Immunology Institute and Chair of the Department
of Immunology and Immunotherapy at the Icahn School of Medicine at
Mount Sinai.

"A big focus of our program TARGET is to use single cell technolo-
gy and artificial intelligence to identify molecular immune programs
that can dampen tumor immune response to checkpoint blockade."

Also known as a PD1 inhibitor, checkpoint blockade is a type of can-
cer immunotherapy that can unleash the cancer-killing activity of T
cells.

"Using single cell technologies, we discovered that the immune cells
infiltrating lung cancers, as well as other cancers we studied, exhibit-
ed characteristics of a 'type 2' immune response, which is commonly
associated with allergic conditions like eczema and asthma," said first
study author Nelson LaMarche, PhD, a postdoctoral research fellow in
the lab of Dr. Merad.

"These results led us to explore whether we could repurpose a med-
ication typically used for allergic conditions to 'rescue' or enhance
tumor response to checkpoint blockade," says Thomas Marron, MD,
PhD, Director of the Early Phase Trial Unit at Mount Sinai's Tisch
Cancer Center, and co-senior author of the study.

"Strikingly, we found that IL-4 blockade enhanced lung cancer
response to checkpoint blockade in mice and in six lung cancer patients
with treatment-resistant disease. In fact, one patient whose lung can-
cer was growing despite checkpoint blockade had nearly all their can-
cer disappear after receiving just three doses of the allergy medication,
and his cancer remains controlled today, over 17 months later."
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MI News Service, Washington /
Tehran: The United States
launched a new wave of attacks
against Iran on Wednesday night
as efforts to end the three-month
old war sputtered, and Tehran hit
back saying it will target any ship
going through the Strait of Hor-
muz.

US Central Command said
American forces began "addi-
tional self-defense strikes" at 5:15
pm Washington time, early Thurs-
day in Iran, against multiple tar-
gets in Iran, in response to what it
called Tehran's "unwarranted
and continued aggression."

Iranian media reported explo-
sions across the country's south
near the Strait of Hormuz, the
same area where US forces had
already bombarded air defense,
radar and other sites on Tuesday.
Iranian sources reported new hits
by "enemy projectiles" in Qeshm,
Kargan and Sirik.

The Iranian navy said it hit
two ships trying to sail through
the Strait of Hormuz. Iranian
media also reported that Iran had
attacked the US Fifth Fleet in
Bahrain, hitting communication
antennas and radar facilities.

After the new American air
strikes "any vessel traffic through

the Strait of Hormuz will be tar-
geted," the Khatam al-Anbiya
command said. The strait is now
closed "completely closed to all
types of vessel," the command
said.

But US Centcom denied this,
saying "commercial ships are
continuing to transit in and out of
the Strait of Hormuz tonight."

Meanwhile President Donald
Trump said that as the bombing
was underway Iranian leaders
called him directly in the White
House Situation Room and asked
him to halt the attack. However

Iran's Revolutionary Guards
quickly denied Iran made such a
request.

Trump said US forces hit Iran
with 49 Tomahawk missiles and
some targets were as close as 40
miles (60 km) from Tehran.

If Iran does not accept US
terms for ending the three-
month-old war, "President Trump
said, quote, 'We'll bomb the S out
of them tomorrow night".

Earlier this week he had sug-
gested a peace accord was just
days away.

"We hit them hard yesterday.

We're going to hit them again
hard today," Trump told reporters
Wednesday morning. "We were
really close to a deal, but they
keep tapping us along."

Defense Secretary Pete
Hegseth suggested the strikes
could extend into a third night,
saying they would be "strong" and
"clear."

The escalation drew interna-
tional calls for restraint on the eve
of the World Cup, which the US is
co-hosting and Iran is participat-
ing in. UN chief Antonio Guterres
cautioned against a return to "full
war."

Twenty-two countries includ-
ing the United States and Euro-
pean nations also warned Iran on
Thursday to stop attacking people
"on our soil."

"Attempts to kill, kidnap, ha-
rass, intimidate, or otherwise at-
tack people on our soil,
undermines national sovereignty
and international norms. These
actions must stop immediately,"
they said in a joint statement.

Iran's UN Ambassador Amir
Saeid Iravani, meanwhile, re-
jected Trump's threat, saying "no
sustainable deal can be reached
through threats, intimidation, or
the use of force."

MI News Service, Kabul:
United Nations Assistance
Mission in Afghanistan
(UNAMA) on Thursday re-
newed its call for de-esca-
lation and a durable
ceasefire in the aftermath
of Pakistani airstrikes in
Afghanistan that killed 13
civilians, including women
and children.

In a statement shared
on X, the UN mission
posted: "UNAMA docu-
mented 13 civilian deaths
and 10 injuries, mainly
children and women, from
airstrikes carried out in
Khost, Kunar, and Paktika
provinces in eastern
Afghanistan on the night
of 9-10 June. UNAMA reit-
erates its call for de-esca-
lation, a durable ceasefire,
protection of civilians, re-
opening of border cross-
ings, particularly for
humanitarian assistance,
and dialogue to resolve
differences," it added.

Former US Ambassa-
dor to Afghanistan, Zalmay
Khalilzad strongly con-
demned the Pakistani
airstrikes, stating that such
violence would not resolve
the tensions between the
two nations. He also de-
scribed Islamabad's cur-
rent approach as a failure,
while calling for serious
diplomatic engagement.

"Pakistan has attacked
Afghanistan again. Accord-
ing to media reports, many
civilians, including chil-
dren, were killed. I con-
demn this attack, as I have
condemned previous at-
tacks killing civilians. This
kind of violence will not re-
solve the problem between
the two countries: the alle-
gations by Pakistan that
Afghanistan provides sanc-
tuary and support for TTP
and the allegations by
Afghanistan that Islamabad
provides sanctuary and
support for ISIS-K," Khal-
izad posted on X.

“What is needed is a
negotiated agreement in
which the two sides commit
to not allow their territory
to be used by groups or in-
dividuals to threaten the se-
curity of the other, with
monitoring by a trusted
third party. Pakistan's cur-

rent policy is a failure. It is
past time for serious nego-
tiations and diplomacy,” he
added.

On Wednesday, the
Afghan Ministry of Foreign
Affairs summoned Pak-
istan's charge d'affaires in
Kabul to lodge a strong
protest over the violation of
Afghanistan's airspace and
Pakistani airstrikes on res-
idential homes that killed
13 civilians and injured
several others.

Taking to the social
media platform X, the
Afghan Ministry said, "The
Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan summoned the
Charge d'Affaires of the
Pakistani Embassy in Kabul
and presented him with its
strong and resolute protest
regarding the violation of
Afghanistan's airspace and
the bombing of the homes
of innocent civilians."

MI News Service, Kinshasa:
The outbreak of deadly
Ebola virus in Africa has
woken up the whole world.
The panic is increasing
with time. According to the
statistics available till June
9, the number of infected
people in Democratic Re-
public of Congo has in-
creased to 635. Along with
this, the number of people
who have come in contact
with the infected people is
also increasing. What was
56.4 percent the previous
day, has now stood at 61.1
percent.

Democratic Republic of
Congo's Health Minister
Roger Kamba said the sit-
uation is dire. But there is
hope that many are recov-
ering. Although the num-
ber of people who have
come into contact with the
infected is increasing, cau-
tion is still in full swing. He
claims that every region is
being monitored. In
Kamba's words, "Every re-
covery sends a strong mes-
sage. Come forward for
treatment, because early
treatment saves lives." It is

worth mentioning that on
May 15, the government
announced that the
'Bundibugyo strain' of
Ebola has spread to Dem-
ocratic Republic of Congo.
Although the Health Minis-
ter claims that the infec-
tion has been increasing
for a few weeks.

It is worth noting that
while the infection is cur-
rently limited in the bor-
der areas of Congo and
Uganda, there is no room
for complacency. This re-
gion of Africa has long
been plagued by conflict,
homelessness and weak

health systems. In an at-
mosphere of war and dis-
placement, there is a risk
that many infections will
go undetected. According
to World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO), several con-
firmed and suspected
infections and deaths have
already been reported in
the Ituri province of
Congo. Separate infections
have also been detected in
the Uganda’s capital Kam-
pala, among which no mu-
tual links have yet been
found. The World Health
Organization is also alert
in such a situation.

MI News Service. Tehran:
Clashes erupted early
Thursday between Iranian
and U.S. forces in the wa-
ters of the Gulf and the Gulf
of Oman, as Khatam al-An-
biya Central Headquarters,
Iran's main military com-
mand, announced the full
closure of the Strait of Hor-
muz.

Initial reports indicated
that U.S. ships near the
Strait of Hormuz were tar-
geted by missiles and
drones launched by Iranian
armed forces.

Blasts were also heard
in the counties of Sirik and
Minab and the port city of
Bandar Abbas, all in Hor-
mozgan province, as well
as on Qeshm and Hengam
islands, while air defense
systems were activated
west of the capital Tehran
and in the southern
province of Fars, the semi-
official Mehr news agency

said.
Following the incidents,

Khatam al-Anbiya Central
Headquarters said the
Strait of Hormuz has been
closed to all kinds of ves-
sels, including oil tankers
and commercial ships,
owing to security threats in
the waterway.

The headquarters cited
the continuation of the U.S.
"malicious acts" and at-
tacks earlier in the day in
Iran's southern Hormoz-

gan province, saying any
vessel trying to pass
through the strait will be
targeted.

The developments fol-
lowed an announcement by
the U.S. Central Command
on social media platform X,
stating its forces had begun
launching "additional self-
defense strikes" against
multiple targets in Iran in
response to what it called
Iran's "unwarranted and
continued aggression."

MI News Service, Wash-
ington:U.S. President Don-
ald Trump said
Wednesday that the U.S.
military has secretly as-
sisted more than 200 com-
mercial vessels in
transiting the Strait of
Hormuz since last month.

"This effort has re-
sulted in more than 100
MILLION Barrels of Oil
making its way through
the Strait, and into the

Open Market," Trump
claimed in a post on Truth
Social.

Trump argued that the
United States, not Iran,
controls the strategic wa-
terway.

"Their military is de-
feated, and their economy
is lost. It's over for Iran!"
Trump reiterated his
claims despite the stalled
talks and Iran's exchange
of fire with the United
States and Israel in recent
days.

Trump's remarks
came amid soaring ten-
sions in the region as he
ordered continued strikes
on Iran after the downing
of a U.S. Army helicopter
on Monday. 

MI News Service, Tripoli:
Libya's National Oil Cor-
poration (NOC) an-
nounced on Wednesday
the signing of a unified
operating agreement for
the I/R oil field in the
Murzuq Basin in south-
western Libya, aimed at enhancing coordination among
partners and improving operational efficiency.

The agreement was signed by the NOC and its con-
cession partners, including Libya's Akakus Oil Opera-
tions Company, France's TotalEnergies, Spain's Repsol,
Norway's Equinor, and Austria's OMV, the NOC said in
a statement.

According to the NOC, the agreement will unify op-
erational and administrative procedures related to field
management, optimize resource utilization, and support
production sustainability.

The NOC previously announced new oil discoveries
in the Murzuq Basin, located about 950 km south of the
capital Tripoli. The basin covers an estimated area of
300,000-350,000 square km, making it one of Libya's
largest geological basins, particularly rich in hydrocar-
bon resources.

The region is home to several major oil fields, in-
cluding the Sharara oil field, which produces around
300,000 barrels per day, and the El Feel field, with a
daily output of about 80,000 barrels.

Oil and gas exports are Libya's main source of rev-
enue, but production has been repeatedly disrupted in
recent years by conflict and political instability. 

US Renews attacks on Iran, Tehran closes Straight of Hormuz UN Mission renewed its calls for de-escalation, after 
Pak airstrikes killed 13 civilians in Afghanistan

Iranian, U.S. forces clash at sea as Iran announces
full closure of Strait of Hormuz - Media

Trump says U.S. secretly escorted over 200
commercial ships through Hormuz Strait

Ebola cases in DR Congo rises to 635

Libya signs unified oil field deal to boost production

MI News Service, Goalpara: Con-
gress Rajya Sabha MP Dr. Syed
Naseer Hussain has strongly crit-
icised the Assam government’s
handling of an incident involving
Muslim schoolchildren in Goal-
para district. Reports indicate that
five students face expulsion, a
minor was detained, and the wid-
owed mother of one child was ar-
rested over food allegedly brought
to school.

In a statement shared on so-
cial media, Dr. Hussain accused
the BJP-led Assam government of
fostering an environment of fear,
discrimination, and polarisation.
He emphasised that schools
should serve as nurturing spaces
for young minds rather than be-
coming arenas of exclusion and
prejudice.

“Under BJP rule in Assam,
even schoolchildren are not

spared from an atmosphere of
fear, discrimination, and polarisa-
tion,” the MP stated.

Dr. Hussain raised pointed
questions regarding the dispro-
portionate actions taken by au-

thorities. He questioned the de-
tention of a minor in what he de-
scribed as a school-related matter
and challenged the arrest of a
widowed mother when the core
issue involved children.

“Why was a minor detained
over a school-related incident?
Why was a widowed mother ar-
rested while the matter involved
schoolchildren?” he asked.

The Congress leader also op-
posed the potential expulsion of
the five Muslim students, assert-
ing that education is a fundamen-
tal right guaranteed under the
Constitution. Denying children ac-
cess to education, he argued, can-
not be justified under any
circumstances.

Dr. Hussain alleged that the
incident reflects a broader pat-
tern of discrimination against mi-
nority communities under the

current dispensation. He de-
scribed it as part of the BJP’s “pol-
itics of division” and “politics of
hate and prejudice,” warning that
no child should become a victim of
such polarisation.

He urged immediate interven-
tion by government agencies and
child welfare bodies to safeguard
the children’s rights and future.
The MP specifically appealed to
the National Commission for
Women (NCW), the National Com-
mission for Protection of Child
Rights (NCPCR), and Assam wel-
fare authorities to take urgent no-
tice of the matter and ensure
accountability.

Dr. Hussain’s remarks have in-
tensified the debate over the han-
dling of the Goalpara incident,
highlighting concerns about fair-
ness, child rights, and communal
harmony in the state.

BJP accused of targeting Muslim children in Assam as MP demands child rights intervention

MI News Service, New
DelhI: Three Indian seafar-
ers who had been reported
missing after a U.S. attack
on a commercial vessel off
the coast of Oman have
been confirmed dead,
India's federal Minister for
Ports, Shipping and Water-
ways Sarbananda Sonowal
said Thursday.

According to India's
foreign ministry, there
were 24 Indian crew mem-
bers onboard the vessel
when it came under attack
on Wednesday. India on
Wednesday condemned
the attack and stated that
the attacks on shipping in
the region are "deeply
worrisome" and termed
them a direct result of the

ongoing conflict in the Mid-
dle East.

The foreign ministry
called for "immediate de-
escalation of tensions" and
an end to "the targeting of
commercial shipping and
civilian infrastructure in
the region" in a statement.
Reports said India issued a
demarche to the U.S. top
diplomat in New Delhi.

3 Indian seafarers killed in U.S. attack on ship off Oman coast

MI News Service, Kuwait
City: Kuwait reopened its
airspace and resumed
normal flight operations
on Thursday, June 11,
after lifting precautionary
restrictions imposed ear-
lier amid heightened re-
gional security tensions.

The Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) in Kuwait said air
traffic in Kuwaiti airspace
had returned to normal
following the resolution of
the circumstances that
prompted the temporary
closure.

In a statement, the
DGCA said operations at
Kuwait International Air-
port had resumed in ac-
cordance with approved
flight schedules, with air-
lines returning to normal
service, Xinhua News
Agency reported. 

The authority said it
was closely monitoring de-
velopments around the
clock in coordination with
relevant domestic and in-
ternational authorities to
ensure the highest levels
of safety and security in

the country’s airspace.
Earlier on Thursday,

Kuwait temporarily closed
its airspace and diverted
flights. At the time, the
General Staff of the
Kuwaiti Army said air de-
fence systems were inter-
cepting hostile aerial
targets to protect the
country’s airspace and
vital facilities.

The developments
came amid escalating re-
gional tensions after the
United States launched
fresh strikes on Iran,
prompting retaliatory
Iranian attacks against
U.S. military bases in the
region.

Iran’s Islamic Revolu-

tionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) said on Thursday
that it had struck 18 U.S.
military targets in Middle
Eastern countries, includ-
ing those at airbases in
Kuwait and Bahrain, in re-
sponse to new U.S. strikes
against Iran.

Kuwait on Wednesday,
June 10, condemned what
it described as a renewed
attack on its territory, call-
ing it a dangerous escala-
tion that threatens civilian
lives and critical infra-
structure, while Iran said
its operation had targeted
U.S. military facilities. 

On Saturday, June 6,
both Kuwait and Bahrain
condemned the renewed

Iranian attacks on their
countries, calling them a
flagrant violation of sover-
eignty and a dangerous es-
calation threatening
regional stability. 

Kuwait’s Foreign Min-
istry said on X that the at-
tacks were a “flagrant
violation” of Kuwait’s sov-
ereignty, security and ter-
ritorial integrity, as well as
a breach of international
law, the UN Charter, and
Security Council Resolu-
tion 2817.

It said the continued
attacks marked a danger-
ous escalation at a time
when global efforts are fo-
cused on preventing a
wider regional conflict.

Kuwait reopens airspace, resumes flights after Iran tensions

CSTO foreign ministers call for
preventing arms race in outer space
MI News Service, Moscow:
Foreign ministers of the
member states of the Col-
lective Security Treaty Or-
ganization (CSTO) on
Wednesday called for ur-
gent measures to prevent
an arms race in outer
space.

A joint statement
adopted by the ministers
urged all countries, partic-
ularly those with signifi-
cant space capabilities, to
take immediate steps to
prevent the placement of
weapons in outer space
and the use or threat of
force in space-related ac-
tivities.

The ministers also
called for the swift conclu-
sion, through negotiations,
of legally binding multilat-
eral agreements that
would be subject to effec-
tive verification mecha-
nisms and aimed at
preventing the weaponiza-
tion of outer space.

They reaffirmed their
commitment to the princi-
ple enshrined in the UN
Charter of refraining from
the threat or use of force
in international relations,
including in activities re-
lated to outer space.

In the statement, the
ministers expressed seri-
ous concern over the pos-
sibility of an arms race in
outer space and the risk of
the domain becoming an
arena for military con-
frontation. They also
stressed that all humanity
shares an interest in the
exploration and use of
outer space for peaceful
purposes.

Netanyahu at Galilee
cabinet meeting: We will
restore security to north,

solve drone challenge
MI News Service, Galilee:
Speaking at a special cabi-
net in the Galilee city of Nof
HaGalil, Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu ac-
knowledges the ongoing
challenge posed by Hezbollah
attack drones. “We are strik-
ing Hezbollah very hard,
eliminating hundreds of ter-
rorists every week,” he says
at the start of the meeting.
“We still have more chal-
lenges. A particular challenge
is drones. We are working on
it.” Explosive-laden first-per-
son-view (FPV) drones
launched by Hezbollah have
caused dozens of IDF casual-
ties in Lebanon in recent
weeks, including a number of
deaths. “We will restore secu-
rity to the north and create
security in the north just as
we did in the south,” Ne-
tanyahu promises. “People
did not believe us when we
said the south would re-
cover and prosper — they
said it was boastful talk, an
empty promise. Today, they
can see the results.”
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BIRMINGHAM : The wait is
finally over, and the Women's
T20 World Cup 2026 will
commence on Friday with
hosts England taking on Sri
Lanka in the tournament
opener at the Edgbaston
Stadium.  Among the pre-
tournament favourites,
England boast a formidable
squad packed with interna-
tional experience and match-
winners across all depart-
ments. The hosts will rely on
the likes of Danni Wyatt-
Hodge, Alice Capsey, Amy
Jones, Charlotte Dean, and
youngster Lauren Bell as they
seek to launch their title bid
on a positive note. England
won the inaugural edition of
the tournament but failed to
replicate the success in the
next eight editions. They exit-
ed from the Group Stage in

2024.
Sri Lanka, meanwhile,

arrive with ambitions of caus-
ing an early upset and mak-
ing a statement on the biggest
stage in women's cricket.
Skipper Chamari
Athapaththu will once again
be central to the team's
hopes, while Harshitha
Samarawickrama and
Kaushani Nuthyangana are

expected to shoulder key
responsibilities.

Historically, England have
enjoyed the upper hand in
meetings between the two
sides. The teams have faced
each other 12 times in inter-
national cricket, with
England emerging victorious
in 10 encounters, while Sri
Lanka have managed two
wins. Their rivalry dates back

to June 2009, with the most
recent clash taking place in
September 2023.

When: Friday, June 12,
11:00 PM IST

Where: Edgbaston
Stadium, Birmingham

Where to watch: The
England vs Sri Lanka match
will be broadcast on Star
Sports channels, with
JioHotstar live-streaming the

game.
Squads:
England: Nat Sciver-Brunt

(c), Lauren Bell, Alice Capsey,
Tilly Corteen-Coleman,
Charlie Dean, Sophia
Dunkley, Sophie Ecclestone,
Lauren Filer, Dani Gibson,
Amy Jones, Freya Kemp,
Heather Knight, Linsey
Smith, Issy Wong, Danni
Wyatt-Hodge

Sri Lanka: Chamari
Athapaththu (c), Hasini
Perera, Vishmi Gunarathne,
Harshitha Samarawickrama,
Imesha Dulani, Nilakshika
Silva, Kaveesha Dilhari,
Hansima Karunarathne,
Kaushini Nuthyangana,
Sugandika Dassanayaka,
Nimasha Madushani, Kawya
Kavindi, Malki Madara,
Mithali Ayodhya, Chethana
Vimukthi.

NEW DELHI : The National
Rifle Association of India
(NRAI) on Thursday revealed
their 30-member shooting
team for the Asian Games
2026, which will take place in
Aichi-Nagoya, Japan, from
September 19 to October 4. 

The shooting events will
take place from September
17 to October 3, 2026, at the
Aichi Prefectural General
Shooting Range. Although all
chosen athletes met the tough
qualification standards set by
the Ministry of Youth Affairs
&amp; Sports (MYAS), the
final list consists of 30 com-
petitors, 15 men and 15
women, due to the strict
dynamic quota limits imposed
by the Games' Organising
Committee.

After thorough delibera-
tions and a careful event-by-
event review, the Committee
selected a specific group of
athletes who can compete in
multiple disciplines. This
strategy allows India to maxi-
mize participation in all
events while keeping strong
medal chances in both indi-
vidual and team events. The
approved double starters
include Vidarsa K. Vinod,
Rudrankksh Balasaheb Patil,
Manu Bhaker, and Esha
Singh.

The final squad demon-
strates a deliberate balance
of current form, international
results, team makeup, and
medal prospects. The
Selection Committee, in col-
laboration with the High
Performance team, aimed to
maximize India's competi-
tiveness in all shooting disci-
plines and secure the best
possible chance for podium
finishes at the Games.

Speaking of the squad
selected for the Asian Games,
NRAI President Kalikesh
Singh Deo said, "Selecting
this team was a challenging
task given the exceptional
depth and quality of talent in
Indian shooting today. Given
the 30-athlete cap for a pro-
gramme that accommodates
participation across 36 event
slots, the Selection Committee
undertook a detailed event-

wise evaluation to ensure
that the final squad provides
India with the strongest pos-
sible representation and the
best opportunity for competi-
tive success across disci-
plines."

"The final squad reflects
the strength, depth, and ver-
satility of Indian shooting. We
are confident that this team
will represent India with dis-
tinction and make the nation
proud in Aichi-Nagoya," he
added.

India's shooters have
maintained strong showings
on the international stage in
recent months, emphasising
the country's increasing
prowess in rifle, pistol, and
shotgun events. Lately, Indian
athletes have achieved multi-
ple podium placements at the
recently finished ISSF World
Cup. This was exemplified by
Esha Singh's gold medal and
world-record achievement in
the women's 25m pistol at the
Munich World Cup.
Additionally, Suruchi Singh
and Esha secured a notable
gold-silver finish in the
women's 10m air pistol,
demonstrating the depth and
consistency of India's shoot-
ing program as they prepare
for the Asian Games.

The final contingent com-
prises 12 shotgun shooters
and 18 rifle/pistol shooters. I
am running a few minutes
late; my previous meeting is
running over.

Rifle &amp; Pistol Squad
10M Air Rifle Men: Parth

Rakesh Mane, Himanshu
Dhillon, Rudrankksh
Balasaheb Patil

10M Air Rifle Women:
Elavenil Valarivan, Sonam
Uttam Maskar, Vidarsa K
Vinod

50M Rifle 3 Positions Men:
Aishwary Pratap Singh
Tomar, Niraj Kumar,
Rudrankksh Balasaheb Patil

50M Rifle 3 Positions
Women: Ashi Chouksey,
Vidarsa K Vinod, Tilottama
Sen

10M Air Pistol Men:
Kedarling B. Uchaganve,
Gaurav, Kamaljeet

10M Air Pistol Women:
Suruchi, Esha Singh, Manu
Bhaker

25M Rapid Fire Pistol
Men: Anish

25M Sports Pistol Women:
Esha Singh, Manu Bhaker,
Rahi Sarnobat

10M Air Rifle Mixed Team:
Parth Rakesh Mane, Elavenil
Valarivan

10M Air Pistol Mixed
Team: Kedarling B.
Uchaganve, Suruchi

Shotgun Squad
Trap Men: Kynan Chenai,

Ahvar Rizvi, Shapath
Bharadwaj

Trap Women: Neeru,
Manisha Keer, Aashima
Ahlawat

Skeet Men: Anantjeet
Singh Naruka, Bhavtegh
Singh Gill, Mairaj Ahmad
Khan

Skeet Women: Parinaaz
Dhaliwal, Raiza Dhillon,
Maheshwari Chauhan

SYDNEY : Two-time Olympic
medallist PV Sindhu and teenager
Tanvi Sharma sailed into the quar-
terfinals of the women's singles
event at the Australian Badminton
Open tournament here on
Thursday. 

World No. 10 Sindhu got the bet-
ter of her younger compatriot and
world No. 39 Isharani Baruah 22-
20, 21-12 in 42 minutes. She will
face Chinese Taipei's Chen Su-yu in
the quarter-finals for a place in her
second semi-final of the year after
the Malaysia Open.

The third-seeded Indian sur-
vived a challenge from Isharani in a
tie-break opening game before
dominating the second to book her
spot in the quarter-finals. 

Elsewhere, Tanvi Sharma regis-
tered a convincing 21-13, 21-15
win over senior compatriot Malvika
Bansod in another all-Indian con-
test.

The win propelled the 17-year-
old Tanvi into her second quarterfi-
nal of the year. She will face three-
time world champion and top seed
Akane Yamaguchi of Japan in a
daunting quarter-final match.

In another action, Tanya
Hemanth's campaign came to an

end after a 12-21, 15-21 loss to the
second seed and world No. 8
Pornpawee Chochuwong of
Thailand.

In the men's doubles, MR Arjun
and Hariharan Amsakarunan
stayed alive with a comfortable 21-
17, 21-7 win against Michael Owen
and Dylan Soedjasa of New
Zealand.

Arjun and Hariharan are the
only Indians remaining in the
men's doubles discipline after
Achutaditya Rao Doddavarapu and
Arjun Reddy Pochana suffered an

exit after losing 21-15, 21-15 to the
local pair of Kanki Igawa and Ooi
Ye Hern in the opening round.  

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy-Chirag
Shetty, India's top-ranked doubles
team, skipped the BWF Super 500
meet on account of the shoulder
injury Satwik suffered last week in
Indonesia. 

India's mixed doubles challenge
at the Australian Badminton Open
ended after Dhruv Rawat and
Manisha Keer lost 21-19, 21-18 to
Japan's Akira Koga and Natsu
Saito.

AHMEDABAD : The inaugural
World Yogasana Championships
in Ahmedabad turned into a
journey of cultural rediscovery
for several young athletes from
Mauritius, many of whom trav-
elled to India for the first time
and found themselves recon-
necting with ancestral roots
stretching back generations. 

For 19-year-old Mauritian
athlete Chethnaa Reesaul, the
championships were about
much more than competing on
the world stage. Like many
members of the Indian diaspora
in Mauritius, she grew up hear-
ing stories about India from her
grandparents but had never vis-
ited the country before.

"I know that my family has
roots in Bihar, but I don't know
exactly which part of the state
my ancestors came from. My
grandmother told me about our
Indian connection, but I never
really looked into it because I
was focused on my studies and
sports," Chethnaa told Sports
Authority of India.

Chethnaa was among sever-
al Mauritian athletes whose

participation in the first-ever
World Yogasana Championships
provided an opportunity to
explore a heritage that had
largely survived through family
stories and traditions.

Among those competing in
Ahmedabad were Chethnaa,
Parineeti Kalkah, and Ganisha
Bajah, all of whom trace their
ancestry to Bihar. Fellow athlete
Aarya Chelumbrun's family
originates from Tamil Nadu,
while Dakshesh Sai Joorun's
family heritage spans both
Bihar and Tamil Nadu.

For many of them, India had
existed only in conversations
with parents and grandparents.

"Now that I have visited
India, I would definitely like to
learn more about my roots in
the future," Chethnaa said. "I
would love to come back, visit
Bihar, and perhaps bring my
family with me so we can
explore our heritage together."

Thirteen-year-old Ganisha
Bajah echoed those sentiments.
"Growing up, we always knew
that our ancestors came from
India, but it felt like something

that belonged to the past. Being
here has made that connection
feel real. It has made me want
to learn more about my family
history and understand where
our story began," she said.

The connection to India
extended beyond the athletes.
Accompanying the Mauritian
contingent were Deputy Rector
Reena Dewkarun and educator-
coach Disha Nekitsing, both of
whom trace their family origins
to Bihar.

Their presence reflected a
broader story shared by many
Mauritian families whose ances-
tors migrated from India gener-
ations ago, yet who continue to
preserve aspects of their her-
itage through language, food,
traditions, and family narra-
tives.

The athletes themselves rep-
resent the diversity of
Mauritius' Indian diaspora.
While Chethnaa, Parineeti, and
Ganisha, students of Mahatma
Gandhi Senior Secondary School
in Nouvelle France, proudly
acknowledge their Bihar roots,
Dakshesh's family heritage links

him to multiple regions of India.
Twelve-year-old Aarya
Chelumbrun, who lives in Grand
Bois, traces her ancestry to
Tamil Nadu.

Ironically, it was yoga, a
practice that originated in India
and spread across the world,
that became the vehicle for this
cultural reconnection.

Chethnaa only began prac-
tising Yogasana in January this
year, but the discipline has
already had a significant impact
on her life. "Yoga has made me
calmer, more patient, and more
focused," she said. "It has
helped me develop discipline
and balance in my daily life."

According to members of the
Mauritian delegation, many
young Mauritians of Indian ori-
gin know that their ancestors
came from India, but often have
limited information about the
exact villages or regions from
which their families originated.
Over generations, records were
lost, and memories faded.

Events such as the World
Yogasana Championships are
therefore creating opportunities

for younger generations to
reconnect with a heritage that
has largely been preserved
through stories passed down
within families.

While athletes from around
the world competed for medals
inside the arena, the event also
facilitated a quieter journey of
self-discovery for many mem-
bers of the Mauritian delega-
tion.

For them, the inaugural
World Yogasana Championships
became more than an interna-

tional sporting event. It became
a chance to reconnect with a
heritage that had long existed
through memories, family con-
versations, and distant ances-
tral links.

As the athletes return to
Mauritius, they will carry with
them not only competition expe-
rience but also a renewed
curiosity about their roots and a
stronger connection to a coun-
try many had previously known
only through the stories of older
generations.

AIREE, TAIJUL AND
MUSHFIQUR SHORT-
LISTED FOR ICC
MEN'S PLAYER OF
THE MONTH AWARD
DUBAI : Nepal all-rounder Dipendra
Singh Airee and Bangladesh duo Taijul
Islam and Mushfiqur Rahim have been
shortlisted for the ICC Men's Player of the
Month award for May following a series
of standout performances for their
respective teams. 

On the women's side, England seamer
Lauren Bell, Pakistan batter Gull Feroza,
and New Zealand's Maddy Green are
nominated on the back of some strong
performances for their countries through-
out international cricket in the month.

Airee sealed his spot on the men's
shortlist after a productive spell of form
in the ICC Men's Cricket World Cup
League 2 in Kirtipur. The Nepal all-
rounder started the month with a century
against the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
and finished the series having scored 249
runs in six ODIs at an average of 49.80
and strike-rate of 110.66, whilst con-
tributing with eight wickets at an econo-
my of 4.52, a haul of 4 for 24 against the
United States, taking best figures.

Spinner Taijul Islam was also instru-
mental for Bangladesh, playing a key role
in a historic 2-0 home Test series white-
wash over Pakistan. The left-armer was
the highest wicket-taker in the series with
13 wickets in two games at an average of
19.61, including 6 for 120 in Pakistan's
second innings of the second Test in
Sylhet.

Batter Mushfiqur Rahim, who was
named Player of the Series in the Tests
against Pakistan, also picked up a nomi-
nation after he hit 235 runs across two
Tests at an average of 63.25, including a
71 in the first innings of the first Test and
a match-defining 137 in the second Test's
second innings.

On the women's side, fast bowler
Lauren Bell completes England's selec-
tions. She was awarded a nomination on
the back of some consistent performances
in multiple formats of the game before
the ICC Women's T20 World Cup. Bell
was the leading wicket-taker for England
in their ODI series against New Zealand,
taking five wickets in three games before
adding another eight wickets in four T20
internationals against New Zealand and
India.

Pakistan's Gull Feroza had a fantastic
month after she claimed Player of the
Series in her country's 3-0 ODI white-
wash over Zimbabwe in Karachi. The
opening batter scored 256 runs in the
series, including scores of 50, 100, and
106 not out, hitting at 103.64 and averag-
ing a stunning 128, and even found time
to score 82 runs in the T20I series,
including 75 off 47 balls, hitting at a rate
of 157.69.

New Zealand's Maddy Green is the
third of the female nominees after she
took a leading role for her side in a
drawn ODI series with England. Green
scored 125 runs in three ODIs at a strike-
rate of 83.33, which was topped with 88
at Chester-le-Street, whilst adding anoth-
er 93 runs in three T20Is, including 56
not out in the second match.

BEN DAVIES SIGNS NEW SPURS DEAL, SET FOR 13TH SEASON AT NORTH LONDON
LONDON : Tottenham Hotspur
have announced that defender
Ben Davies has signed a new
contract with the club, extend-
ing his stay in north London
and ensuring he will enter a
remarkable 13th season in a
Spurs shirt.

One of the club's longest-
serving players, the 33-year-old
Wales international has made
363 appearances for
Tottenham since joining from
Swansea City in 2014 and was
part of the squad that lifted the
UEFA Europa League title in
2025.

"Tottenham Hotspur really
feels like home. It's been a
huge part of my football jour-
ney, and I'm grateful for what
the Club has given me so far in
my career," Davies said after
signing the new deal.

"It's been difficult over the
past few months, not being able
to help the team on the pitch in
some tough moments due to
injury. So I tried to help the
boys off it as much as I could,
being a voice in the dressing
room and around the group,
contributing in any way I could.

"My heart's on my sleeve for
this Club, and I'll give every-
thing for it," he added.

Davies arrived at Tottenham
as a 21-year-old from boyhood
club Swansea City and quickly
established himself as a key
member of the squad. He
helped Spurs reach the League
Cup final in his first season and
was part of the side that
recorded successive top-three
Premier League finishes in
2015/16 and 2016/17.

The Welshman also featured

prominently during
Tottenham's run to their first-
ever UEFA Champions League
final in 2018/19, missing only
four matches throughout that
campaign.

A versatile defender capable
of operating at left-back or in a
back three, Davies enjoyed one
of his finest seasons in 2021/22
when he played 43 matches
across all competitions and fea-
tured in Tottenham's final 27
Premier League games as the
club secured a return to the
Champions League.

Only 29 players in
Tottenham's history have made
350 or more appearances for
the club, underlining Davies'
status as one of the modern-era
stalwarts. Over the years, he
has also grown into a leader-
ship role, captaining Spurs on

several occasions and becom-
ing a respected figure within
the dressing room.

His most memorable
achievement in Lilywhite came
in 2025 when Tottenham ended
their long wait for major silver-
ware by winning the UEFA
Europa League in Bilbao.
Davies was involved in all but
two matchday squads during
the successful campaign and
climbed to second on the club's
all-time appearances list in
European competitions.

At international level,
Davies remains a key figure for
Wales. A regular captain of the
national side, he reached the
milestone of 100 international
caps in October last year and
has represented Wales at UEFA
Euro 2016, UEFA Euro 2020
and the 2022 FIFA World Cup.

Women's T20 WC: When and where
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Asian Games: Double Olympic
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