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Firhad Hakim to 
resign as Kolkata 
Mayor, Mamata 
accepts his plea

Over 28 lakh women in Bengal receive Rs 3,000 
monthly aid under Annapurna Yojana, in first phase

58 TMC MLAs back expelled  legislator 
Ritabrata Banerjee as opposition leader

21 killed, many injured in south Delhi restaurant fire

TMC dissolves all its committees, 
announces organisational 

overhaul after rebellion in Bengal

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:     In accordance with 
the promises made during the 
recent assembly elections,  the 
West Bengal government on 
Wednesday launched the An-
napurna Yojana for women and 
announced that 28.25 lakh ben-
eficiaries will receive Rs 3,000 
monthly aid in the first phase.

Inaugurating the much- 
awaited scheme, Chief Minis-
ter Suvendu Adhikari said that 
28,25,769 verified beneficiaries 
had been enrolled on the dedi-
cated portal over the past three 
days through a coordinated 
effort involving state officials, 
district administrations, block 
development offices, municipal 
bodies, elected representatives, 
and public participation.

"Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi's guarantee and the dou-
ble-engine government's com-
mitment have ensured that the 
promise to provide the aid of Rs 
3,000 has been implemented," 
he said.

The chief minister said fresh 
applications would continue 
to be accepted and all eligible 
beneficiaries would be covered 
under the scheme after verifica-
tion over the next three months. 
"As forms are received and ver-
ification is completed, Rs 3,000 
will be transferred to the ben-
eficiaries' accounts. Our target 
is to ensure that every eligible 
woman receives the benefit," he 
said.

The new Chief minister said 
the government would hold 
periodic briefings every seven days to inform people about the number of verified beneficiaries and newly enrolled recipients.  It is estimated that in the first phase, nearly two crore women will benefit from this 

scheme and the amount would 
reach directly to their accounts 
from today . .

The inauguration ceremony 
which was held at the state Sec-
retariat Nabanna this afternoon 
was attended, among others, by 
senior Minister Agnimitra Paul 
of the Department of Women, 
Child Development, and Social 
Welfare. Simultaneously, the 
inauguration programme was 
conducted virtually across all 
blocks, municipalities, and the 
Kolkata Municipal Corporation 
areas.

The programme was also 
connected via video conference 
to every block and municipality 
in the state. District Magistrates 
have been instructed to make  
necessary arrangements to en-
sure smooth execution of the 
event.

Immediately after the inau-
guration, 100 selected Anna-
purna Yojana beneficiaries in 
each block and municipality 
were handed approval letters. 
Similarly, 100 beneficiaries in 
the Kolkata Municipal Corpo-
ration area  also received these 
letters amid thunderous ap-
plause.

Reports indicate that the list 
of beneficiaries has been final-
ised based on recommendations 
from the concerned Sub-Divi-
sional Officers, BDOs, and mu-
nicipal authorities. Beneficia-
ries have been given 90 days 
to register under this scheme. 
Women aged between 25 and 
60 years will be eligible for this 
benefit.

MI News Service, Kolkata:     
In a dramatic move in the back-
drop of a rebellion by a large 
section of its legislators during 
the last 24 hours, the opposi-
tion Trinamool Congress (TMC) 
on Wednesday dissolved all of 
its organisational committees 
in West Bengal and announced 
a comprehensive review of the 
party structure.

In a statement posted on X, 
the TMC said that all committees 
of the party in West Bengal, as 
well as all of its frontal organi-
sations, stood dissolved with im-
mediate effect.

The decision comes hours af-
ter dissident TMC MLAs moved 
the Assembly Speaker seeking 
recognition as a separate legis-
lature party, deepening the crisis 
within the organisation follow-
ing its recent electoral setback.

"After careful consideration, 
it has been decided that all com-
mittees of the All India Trina-
mool Congress in West Bengal, 
as well as all its frontal organ-
isations, shall stand dissolved 
with immediate effect," the par-
ty said.

It said the party would under-
take a "comprehensive exercise 
of introspection, performance 
review and organisational as-

sessment at every level". "Based 
on the findings of this exercise, 
the organisational structure of 
the parent body and all frontal 
organisations will be reconsti-
tuted and announced in due 
course," the statement said. The 
party, however, did not elaborate 
on the reasons behind the deci-
sion.  Meanwhile, senior political 
observers here  viewed the move 
as an attempt by the leadership 
to regain control of the organi-
sation and pave the way for re-
structuring the party apparatus 
amid the ongoing crisis.

"The party remains commit-
ted to strengthening its organi-
sation and preparing it to meet 
future challenges with renewed 
vigour and purpose," the social 
media post added.

The development marks one 
of the most sweeping organi-
sational decisions taken by the 
TMC since its formation over 
two decades ago, and comes at a 
time when the party is grappling 
with its biggest internal chal-
lenge in recent years after expe-
riencing a massive defeat in the 
hands of the BJP which had won 
as many as 208 of the 294 seats 
in the state Assembly in the re-
cently concluded elections in 
which the TMC got only 80 seats.   

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
The political turmoil with-
in the Trinamool Congress 
(TMC) escalated sharply on 
Wednesday after a group of 
rebel MLAs submitted a let-
ter to West Bengal Assem-
bly Speaker Rathindranath 
Bose reportedly claiming the 
support of 58 legislators and 
seeking recognition as a sep-
arate legislative group.

The letter, carrying the sig-
natures of 58 MLAs, was sub-
mitted by the dissident camp 
led by expelled MLA Ritabra-
ta Banerjee. Sources said the 
group has proposed Banerjee 
as the Leader of Opposition 
in the Assembly while con-
tinuing to recognise Mamata 
Banerjee as the leader of the 
party. The move marks the 
most significant challenge yet 
to the existing TMC leader-
ship structure.

The dissident camp also 
proposed a new leadership 
structure for the legislature 
party, with Banerjee as the 
leader and Akhruzzaman as 
the chief whip, according to 
sources.

Several rebel legislators, 
including Chandranath Sinha 
and Shiuli Saha, accompa-
nied Banerjee and Sandee-
pan Saha to the Speaker's 
chamber in the Assembly, 

where the documents were 
submitted raising fresh ques-
tions about the party’s unity 
in the state Assembly.

A day after being expelled 
from the TMC, rebel MLA 
Ritabrata Banerjee arrived 
at the Assembly and submit-
ted a joint letter, bearing the 
signatures of 58 members, to 
the Speaker, proposing his 
name as the Leader of the 
Opposition.

He was accompanied by 
several legislators, including 
Arup Roy, Shiuli Saha and 
Akhruzzaman, as he pressed 
his claim before the Assem-

bly authorities.
If the numbers cited by Ba-

nerjee are accurate, it would 
indicate a dramatic shift in 
the Assembly’s political equa-
tions, leaving Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee with the 
support of only 20 MLAs.

Amid the unfolding devel-
opments, senior TMC leader 
Kalyan Banerjee informed 
Assembly Speaker about a 
reshuffle in the party’s legis-
lative leadership.

Since the party lost power in 
the state, several leaders have 
publicly expressed dissatisfac-
tion with its functioning.

The development comes 
amid an intensifying rebel-
lion within the opposition 
party following the contro-
versial signature-forgery row 
linked to the appointment 
of the Leader of Opposition 
in the Assembly. The crisis 
deepened earlier this week 
when the TMC expelled Rita-
brata Banerjee and Sandipan 
Saha for alleged anti-party 
activities. Both leaders had 
been accused by the party of 
attempting to destabilise the 
organisation and maintaining 
contact with a large number 
of legislators.

Over the past several days, 
reports of dissident meetings 
involving more than 55 MLAs 
have fuelled speculation of a 
Maharashtra-style split with-
in the TMC. Rebel leaders 
have reportedly been explor-
ing the possibility of forming 
a separate faction and stak-
ing claim as the "real Trina-
mool".

Political observers note 
that under anti-defection 
provisions, a breakaway fac-
tion would require the sup-
port of at least two-thirds of 
the legislature party to avoid 
disqualification, making the 
claimed figure of 58 MLAs 
politically significant.

The rebellion follows a 
string of setbacks for the TMC 
after the 2026 Assembly elec-
tions and has triggered an in-
tense battle over control of the 
party's legislative wing. Senior 
party leaders have dismissed 
claims of a large-scale revolt 
and insisted that the majori-
ty of legislators remain loyal 
to Mamata Banerjeebutdead 
against the party’s national 
general secretary Abhishek 
Bnerjee, MP.  However, the 
submission of a formal letter 
to the Speaker has moved the 
crisis from closed-door discus-
sions to an institutional con-
frontation within the Assembly.

MI News Service, New Delhi: At least 
21 people, including some foreign nation-
als, were charred to death and several in-
jured when a massive fire broke out at a 
restaurant in south Delhi's Malviya Nagar 
area on Wednesday, officials said.

Several of those killed were from Cen-
tral Asia and Africa who were having 
breakfast at the hotel when fire broke 
out and could not escape, official sources 
said.

They said the fire was first noticed in 
the ‘Lemon Green Restaurant’ at 8.45 am, 
but Police later clarified that the blaze 
was actually at the Flourish Stay B&B in 
Hauz Rani in the congested Malviya Nagar 
area before spreading to Lemon Green.

More than 37 people were rescued 
and rushed to hospital where 18 were 
declared brought dead. Three more suc-
cumbed later, they said.

According to a Delhi Fire Service of-
ficial, rescue workers entered the base-
ment of the building in the congested area 
and rescued at least three people trapped. 
There are fears that the death toll might 
rise further. However, the cause of the fire 

are yet to be ascertained, they said .
The blaze erupted at the restaurant 

during the morning hours, with several 
people reported trapped inside the build-
ing. Firefighters rushed to the spot and 

launched rescue efforts to evacuate those 
caught in the fire.

According to officials, the Delhi Fire 
Services received a distress call in the 
morning and immediately dispatched 

multiple firefighting units, including two 
water tenders, two water bowsers, a 
quick response vehicle and other emer-
gency equipment.

Reacting to the tragedy, Delhi Chief 
minister Rekha Gupta expressed grief 
over the loss of lives and said the Delhi 
government was closely monitoring the 
situation. In a post on X, Gupta said emer-
gency response teams from the Delhi Fire 
Services, Delhi Police, the Delhi Disas-
ter Management Authority (DDMA), and 
CATS Ambulance Services were mobilised 
immediately after information about the 
incident was received. She said their swift 
response helped rescue and evacuate sev-
eral people from the affected premises.

The chief minister also conveyed her 
condolences to the families of those killed 
and said all necessary medical assistance 
and support were being extended to the 
affected families. "In this hour of grief, 
Delhi Government stands firmly with the 
affected families. We remain committed to 
providing every possible support to those 
impacted by this tragedy," she said.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  In a day 
full of political drama   Senior Trin-
amool Congress leader and former 
minister  Firhad Hakim has deciced 
to  resign as the Mayor of Kolkata 
after party supremo Mamata Ba-
nerjee accepted his request to step 
down, TMC MLA Kunal Ghosh said 
on Wednesday.

Hakim, one of the party's most 
prominent leaders and a close aide 
of Mamata Banerjee, had earlier 
sought permission from the TMC 
chief to resign from the post, citing 
difficulties in functioning after the 
BJP came to power in West Bengal.

"At that time, he was asked not 
to resign. However, he again re-
quested Mamata Banerjee today to 
allow him to step down, following 
which she agreed," Ghosh told re-
porters.

However, no official confirma-
tion of the resignation is yet to be 
received.

"At that time, he was asked not 
to resign. However, he again re-
quested Mamata Banerjee today to 
allow him to step down, following 
which she agreed," Ghosh told re-
porters.

The development comes at a 
time when TMC is witnessing its 
worst political churn which was 
visible on Wednesday when Hakim, 
along with TMC MLAs Nayana Ban-
dyopadhyay, Ashok Deb and Kunal 
Ghosh, attended an administra-
tive review meeting convened by 
Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari at 
Nabanna, a development that add-
ed a fresh dimension to the ongoing 
unrest within the party. .

The attendance of several lead-
ers considered close to Mamata Ba-
nerjee at the government meeting 
came even as the party's legislative 
wing appeared headed for an un-
precedented split.

Earlier, 58 dissident TMC MLAs 
formally extended support to ex-
pelled legislator Ritabrata Banerjee 
as the new leader of the legislature 
party and conveyed their decision 
to Assembly Speaker Rathindra 
Bose.

Ritabrata Banerjee, accompa-
nied by fellow rebel MLA Sandipan 
Saha and other dissident legisla-
tors, reportedly met the Speaker 
and submitted letters of support 
purportedly signed by 58 MLAs.

The rebel faction also proposed 
a new leadership structure, naming 
Ritabrata Banerjee as legislature 
party leader, Javed Khan, Sandip-
an Saha and Shiuli Saha as deputy 
leaders, and Raghunathganj MLA 
Akhruzzaman as the chief whip.

West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari, along with State Minister Agnimitra Paul, hands over Annapurna Yojana cheques to five beneficiaries. The funds were transferred directly to the women's bank 
accounts through a remote-enabled digital transfer system during a press conference at Nabanna on Wednesday.� PIC :Prabir Bhattacharya

Expelled Trinamool Congress leader Ritabrata Banerjee was reportedly appointed as the Leader 
of the Opposition in the West Bengal Assembly after Speaker Rathindra Bose accepted the rebel 
faction's claim for legislature party status.

Delhi Education Minister Ashish Sood visits the site at Malviya Nagar, in New Delhi. 
Police and firefighters at the site, where at least 21 people were killed and several 
others injured in the fire, in south Delhi's Malviya Nagar area on Wednesday.
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PM Modi condoles loss of lives in 
Delhi hotel fire, announces ex-gratia
MI News Service, New 
Delhi: Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on Wednes-
day expressed deep grief 
over the loss of so many 
lives in a massive fire at 
a hotel at  Malviya Nagar 
here, and announced an 
ex-gratia of Rs 2 lakh 
each to the next of kin of 
those killed and Rs 50,000 
each for the injured.

A massive fire broke out 
in a bed and breakfast ho-
tel in south Delhi's Malvi-
ya Nagar on Wednesday, 
killing at least 21 people, 
injuring many others .

Several of those killed 
are foreigners, mainly 
from Central Asia and Af-
rica, officials said.

"The loss of lives due to 
a fire incident in Malvi-
ya Nagar, Delhi is tragic. 
My condolences to those 
who have lost their loved 
ones. Wishing a speedy 
recovery to the injured. 

Authorities are providing 
all possible assistance to 
those affected," PM Modi 
said in a post on X.

He also announced fi-
nancial grants from the 
Prime Minister's National 
Relief Fund for both the 
killed and the injure
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‘World Heat Day’ was observed by the Indian Red Cross Society, Howrah Branch, at the
Howrah Maidan area. As part of the programme, ORS and heat prevention leaflets were dis-
tributed to the public by Red Cross members and volunteers this morning. Following the
event, a seminar was conducted in the Red Cross seminar hall by experienced doctors on
this year’s theme, ‘Indoor Heat’.

MI News Service, Kharagpur : A co-
conut tree caught fire after being
struck by lightning in the Hari Mandir
area of Dharma under the Kotwali Po-
lice Station limits in Midnapore town,
West Medinipur district. The incident
created panic and confusion among
local residents.According to locals, the
weather had turned stormy in the
evening when a powerful lightning
bolt accompanied by loud thunder
struck a tall coconut tree directly. Mo-
ments after the strike, the upper por-
tion of the tree caught fire, and flames
became visible from a distance.The
sudden incident alarmed nearby resi-
dents, many of whom rushed to the
spot to witness the scene. Eyewit-
nesses said the sound of the lightning
strike was so intense that vibrations
were felt inside nearby houses.

Following the outbreak of the fire,
people feared that the flames might
spread to nearby homes or surround-

ing trees. However, due to the alert-
ness of local residents and rainfall in
the area, the fire did not spread fur-
ther and was brought under control
naturally.The local administration and
concerned authorities were informed
about the incident. Fortunately, no ca-
sualties or injuries have been re-
ported. However, the coconut tree was
severely damaged by the lightning
strike and subsequent fire.After the in-
cident, residents appealed to people to
remain in safe locations during thun-
derstorms and heavy rain and to avoid
open spaces and tall trees during ad-
verse weather conditions.The Meteor-
ological Department has also been
continuously advising the public to
take necessary precautions during pe-
riods of severe weather.Although no
loss of life was reported, the incident
once again highlighted the importance
of staying alert and prepared for nat-
ural disasters such as lightning strikes.

Lightning Strike Sparks Fire in Coconut Tree
in Midnapore, Causing Panic in the Area

MI News Service, Hooghly : Before
the elections, the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) had promised that, if
voted to power, it would replace the
Lakshmir Bhandar scheme with the
Annapurna Yojana. During the elec-
tion campaign, the Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) had dismissed the
promise as merely an electoral gim-
mick. However, within a month of
forming the government, the BJP
administration has begun imple-
menting the Annapurna Yojana,
and today the scheme was formally
launched across the state by Chief
Minister Suvendu Adhikari.

On this occasion, certificates
were distributed among beneficiar-
ies in every Assembly constituency
in the presence of the respective
Members of the Legislative Assem-
bly (MLAs).

At a programme held at the
Hooghly-Chinsurah Municipality
Hall in Chinsurah, Chinsurah MLA
Subir Nag handed over certificates

to beneficiaries.
Among those present at the

event were Executive Officer Bud-
dhadeb Das, former Chairman of
Hooghly-Chinsurah Municipality
Gourikanta Mukherjee, Amit Roy,
three other municipal councillors

from the Trinamool Congress, and
CPI(M) councillor Biplab Das from
Ward No. 1.

Speaking at the inauguration
ceremony, Sabyasachi Nag said that
the BJP was gradually fulfilling all
the promises it had made during

the election campaign.
After receiving their certificates,

beneficiaries expressed their happi-
ness and said they were delighted to
see the government's promises
being translated into reality.

Meanwhile, in Tarakeswar, cer-
tificates were distributed among
beneficiaries in the presence of
Tarakeswar MLA Santosh Pan.

Similarly, in Chapdani, MLA
Dilip Singh was seen distributing
Annapurna Yojana certificates
among women at the local commu-
nity hall. The event was attended
by Chapdani Municipality Chair-
man Suresh Mishra, Vice-Chair-
man Binay Kumar, and several
councillors. A similar scene was
witnessed in the Serampore As-
sembly constituency, where MLA
Bhaskar Bhattacharya interacted
with women at various municipal
programmes and was seen distrib-
uting Annapurna Yojana applica-
tion forms.

Annapurna Yojana Replaces Lakshmir Bhandar, Wave of Happiness Among Women

MI News Service, Nadia :
Stepping up its attack on the
civic administration amid
the ongoing political turmoil
in Nabadwip, the BJP on
Wednesday submitted a 15-
point memorandum to the
Nabadwip Municipality, de-
manding greater trans-
parency in financial and
administrative matters. The
delegation, led by Nabad-
wip MLA Shrutishekhar
Goswami, handed over the
memorandum to the munic-
ipality's Executive Officer.

The BJP's charter of de-
mands includes disclosure
of records related to alleged
illegal apartment construc-
tions across the town, de-
tails of water bodies
allegedly filled up in viola-
tion of regulations, and ac-
counts of revenue collected
from various toll points. The
party has also sought a
comprehensive audit of
nearly Rs 300 crore spent
under the Heritage City de-
velopment initiative.

Among the key de-
mands are the publication
of expenditure details
under the Ganga Action
Plan and the Namami
Gange programme, as well
as greater accountability in
the implementation of civic
and infrastructure proj-
ects. BJP leaders alleged
that residents have been
kept in the dark regarding
several major development

schemes undertaken by the
municipality in recent
years.

Addressing reporters
after the deputation, MLA
Shrutishekhar Goswami
claimed that multiple in-
stances of irregularities in
the functioning of the mu-
nicipality had already
come to light and alleged
that further revelations
could emerge in the com-
ing days. He urged the ad-
ministration to conduct
impartial investigations
into all complaints and ini-
tiate legal action wherever
wrongdoing is established.

Goswami also said that
while the BJP would con-
tinue to raise issues con-
cerning public
accountability, the party
was prepared to extend
constructive support to en-
sure that civic services and
municipal administration
function smoothly.

The deputation comes
at a politically sensitive
time for Nabadwip. Munic-
ipal chairman Biman Kr-
ishna Saha was recently
arrested following allega-
tions linked to the recovery
of a large quantity of relief
materials from a club
premises adjacent to his
residence. The incident
triggered public protests
and intensified political
tensions in the town.

With the arrest of the
municipal chairman al-
ready placing the civic
body under scrutiny, the
BJP's latest demands are
expected to further
sharpen the debate over
transparency, governance
and accountability in
Nabadwip Municipality. Po-
litical observers believe the
issue is likely to remain at
the centre of local political
discourse in the coming
weeks.

BJP Submits 15-Point Charter to Nabadwip
Municipality, Seeks Transparency in Civic Affairs

MI News Service, Nadia :
Nadia district has emerged
as the top beneficiary dis-
trict under the state gov-
ernment's Annapurna
Yojana, with 259,955
women receiving direct fi-
nancial assistance in their
bank accounts on Wednes-
day.

According to figures re-
leased by Nabanna, a total
of 2,825,769 women across
West Bengal received
funds under the social wel-
fare scheme through Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT).
The district-wise data
places Nadia at the top of
the list, followed by Mur-
shidabad with 219,373
beneficiaries and Paschim
Medinipur with 217,856.

North 24 Parganas
recorded 205,001 benefici-
aries, while Purba Me-
dinipur and Purba
Bardhaman accounted for
203,184 and 193,095 ben-
eficiaries respectively.
South 24 Parganas,
Hooghly, Bankura and
Malda also registered sig-
nificant numbers under the
scheme.

Officials said the pro-
gramme is aimed at ex-
tending financial support
to women from economi-

cally vulnerable house-
holds. The state govern-
ment has emphasised
direct transfer of funds to
ensure transparency and
eliminate intermediaries in
the distribution process.

The scheme has re-
cently attracted attention
over its 12-page applica-
tion form, which drew crit-
icism from some quarters
for seeking extensive per-
sonal information. Re-
sponding to the concerns,
the state government
maintained that the verifi-
cation process was neces-
sary to identify genuine
beneficiaries and prevent
irregularities in welfare
disbursement.

State authorities also
stated that the data collec-
tion exercise would help

create a comprehensive
beneficiary database for
future welfare initiatives.
According to the govern-
ment, stricter verification
measures have been intro-
duced to ensure that only
eligible Indian citizens re-
ceive benefits under the
scheme.

While Nadia emerged
as the leading district in
terms of beneficiary num-
bers, Kolkata recorded
23,807 beneficiaries, and
Kalimpong reported the
lowest figure at 9,675.

The latest disburse-
ment marks one of the
largest single-day transfers
under the Annapurna Yo-
jana and highlights Nadia's
significant share in the
state's welfare outreach
programme.

Nadia Tops Bengal In Annapurna Yojana Rollout, Over 
2.59 Lakh Women Receive Direct Benefit Transfer

Police Raid House of Contractor Close to Former Minister Birbaha Hansda in Lalgarh,
Jhargram; Large Quantity of Relief Materials and High-Mast Light Equipment Seized
MI News Service, Kharag-
pur : In a major operation,
police conducted a raid at
the residence of contractor
Biplab Goswami, who is
reportedly a close associ-
ate of former minister Bir-
baha Hansda, in the
Nepura area under Lal-
garh Police Station in
Jhargram district. During
the raid, police recovered
a large quantity of govern-
ment relief materials,
high-mast light equipment,
and tarpaulins, creating a
stir in the area.According
to sources, police received
confidential information
that materials related to
government projects and
relief work had been ille-
gally stored at the contrac-
tor’s house. Acting on the
tip-off, a police team
reached the residence in
Nepura and carried out a

search operation.During
the search, officers seized
a substantial quantity of
relief supplies, several
high-mast lighting compo-
nents, and tarpaulins. Po-
lice officials stated that the
legality and source of the
recovered items are being
investigated. Authorities

are trying to determine
whether the materials be-
long to government proj-
ects or were obtained
through other means. Rel-
evant documents related to
the seized items are also
being examined.Upon
learning about the raid,
contractor Biplab

Goswami allegedly fled the
area. Police have launched
a search operation and are
conducting raids at various
possible hideouts to locate
him.Officials said that ap-
propriate legal action will
be taken after the investi-
gation is completed. The
incident has sparked wide-
spread discussion among
local residents, while the
police action has also gen-
erated considerable politi-
cal interest.Police have
taken possession of the re-
covered materials and ini-
tiated a detailed
investigation. According to
officials, only after the in-
quiry is completed will it
become clear why the ma-
terials were stored at the
residence and whether the
case involves any irregu-
larities or misuse of gov-
ernment property.

MI News Service, Kharagpur : The investi-
gation into the alleged financial links be-
tween influential Trinamool Congress leader
Kalpana Sit and a sand mafia operating in
Keshiyari, West Medinipur district, is deep-
ening. Following her arrest and subsequent
interrogation by Kharagpur Town Police, in-
vestigators have expanded the scope of the
probe to include her close associates.On
Wednesday, as part of the ongoing investi-
gation, officers from Keshiyari Police Station
and officials of the block administration con-
ducted a joint operation in the Khajra area.
During the operation, search raids were
carried out at the residence of Piyush Chan-
dra, a contractor and local Trinamool Con-
gress leader believed to be a close associate
of Kalpana Sit. Authorities also searched the
residence of another local Trinamool leader,
Gautam Patra.According to local sources,
Gautam Patra is considered a close associ-
ate of Piyush Chandra.During the searches,
officials reportedly recovered several items
that have raised fresh questions in the in-
vestigation. Preliminary findings indicate
that water supply pipes used by the Public
Health Engineering (PHE) Department,
along with a large quantity of government-
issued tarpaulins, were found at Piyush
Chandra's residence. Officials stated that a
detailed inquiry is underway to determine

why these materials were stored there and
whether their possession was legally au-
thorized. The block administration has said
that the source of the recovered items and
the documents related to them will be thor-
oughly examined.Authorities have warned
that if the investigation establishes that gov-
ernment property was illegally stored or
that any irregularities occurred, appropriate
legal action will be taken against those re-
sponsible.It may be recalled that the arrest
of Kalpana Sit over alleged financial deal-
ings with the sand mafia has already trig-
gered significant political activity in the
Keshiyari region. The latest raids on the
homes of her associates have further inten-
sified the sensitivity of the case.The admin-
istration has emphasized that the
investigation remains ongoing and that all
aspects of the matter are being examined in
detail. Both administrative and political cir-
cles are closely monitoring further develop-
ments in the case.

Sand Mafia Probe Intensifies: Raids Conducted at
Homes of Contractor Piyush Chandra and TMC

Leader Gautam Patra Following Kalpana Sit's Arrest

TMC Party Office Handed Over To BJP 
In Nabadwip, Triggers Political Buzz

MI News Service, Nadia : In
a development that has
sparked discussion in polit-
ical circles, a Trinamool
Congress party office in
Nabadwip's Ward No. 12
was handed over to BJP
leaders, reportedly in the
interest of ensuring unin-
terrupted civic services
and local development.

According to local
sources, the office had re-
mained largely inactive fol-
lowing the arrest of
Nabadwip Municipality
chairman and ward coun-
cillor Biman Krishna Saha
in connection with multiple
allegations, including cor-
ruption-related charges.
Residents claimed that the
party office had remained
closed since the election
results were announced.

Amid the evolving polit-
ical situation in the area, a
section of local TMC work-
ers and supporters al-
legedly unlocked the office
and transferred its respon-

sibility to BJP functionar-
ies. They said the move
was aimed at restoring a
point of contact for resi-
dents facing civic issues
and ensuring that develop-
ment-related work in the
area was not affected.

The incident has gener-
ated considerable political
discussion in the town,
with observers viewing it
as a sign of shifting local
political equations. How-
ever, no official statement
was available from the
TMC at the time of report-
ing.

BJP leaders, mean-
while, said the office would
be used as a public out-
reach and grievance-re-
dressal centre for local
residents.

The episode has added
a new dimension to the
changing political land-
scape in Nabadwip and is
being closely watched by
political observers across
the district.

Nurul Islam Khan : MI
News Service, Hooghly:
Jangipara police have ar-
rested a man on charges
of fraudulently collecting a
total of 60,000 taka from a
person at various stages in
the name of providing him
with a government house
under the Awas Yojana
project.

Based on the com-
plaint, a specific case was
registered at Jangipara
Police Station. During the
investigation of the case,
the police arrested the ac-
cused. The name of the ar-
rested person is Habibur
Rahman, father – Abdul
Hai, resident – Bakcha,
Police Station – Jangipara,
District – Hooghly. Police
Station Superintendent
Naziz Uddin Ali said that
the accused took a total of
60,000 taka from the com-
plainant step by step by
promising to provide him
with a house under the
Awas Yojana. Later, after

verifying the truth of the
complaint and investigat-
ing, Jangipara Police Sta-
tion Police Officer Dilip
Kumar Singha Mohapatra
arrested him. The ar-
rested accused was pro-

duced before the Hon'ble
Serampore Court which
granted a 7-day police
custody application
against him. The investi-
gation into the incident is
ongoing.

Police Arrest Man for Taking ₹60,000 in Awas Yojana Housing Scam

MI News Service, Bolpur: Shock and fear gripped Bahiri
Purbapara on Wednesday after a longtime local political
worker was found dead following a brutal late‑night assault
that residents say targeted his home. Police have launched
a probe and sent the body for autopsy as investigators
search for the attackers.

The deceased has been identified as 48‑year‑old Habal
Lohar, a resident of Bahiri Purbapara under Bahiri Panch-
saiya gram panchayat. Family members and neighbours
said a group of masked miscreants stormed Lohar’s house
late on Tuesday night, beating him with sticks, iron rods and
sharp objects before fleeing the scene. Lohar was pro-
nounced dead at the spot, they said. His relatives alleged the
attack was premeditated and politically motivated. “They
came in a group, armed and determined,” a distraught fam-
ily member said. “They attacked not only Habal’s house but
damaged several nearby homes as well.” Villagers said the
violence sparked widespread panic, with many families re-
fusing to leave their houses until police arrived. Bolpur po-
lice reached the scene after being alerted and recovered the
body. It was taken to the Bolpur  Subdivisional Hospital for
post‑mortem examination. Officers said formal statements
are being recorded and searches are underway at multiple
locations to apprehend those responsible. Senior district of-
ficials told reporters they would deploy additional personnel
to restore calm and promised swift, impartial action.

Panic and outrage in Bahir Purbapara as long
time party worker found dead after attack
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Continued form Pg 1: Rita-
brata Banerjee, Khan and Saha 
were also present at the chief 
minister's administrative review 
meeting later in the day.

The developments followed 
a gathering of dissident legisla-
tors at the Assembly earlier on 
Wednesday. Significantly, none 
of the MLAs who attended the 
rebels' meeting had participated 
in Mamata Banerjee's dharna 
in central Kolkata on Tuesday, 
highlighting the growing divide 
between the party leadership 
and the dissident bloc.

Several leaders identified with 
the Kalighat leadership, includ-
ing Hakim, Bandyopadhyay, Deb 

and Ghosh, skipped the Assembly 
meeting and instead attended the 
Nabanna review meeting.

The latest development comes 
days after senior TMC MP Kako-
li Ghosh Dastidar and six party 
MLAs attended an administrative 
review meeting chaired by Su-
vendu Adhikari in Kalyani, trig-
gering speculation over shifting 
political equations within the op-
position camp after the assembly 
election setback.

Political observers said with 
another set of TMC leaders at-
tending Wednesday's meeting, 
the line between administrative 
engagement and political mes-
saging was becoming increas-

ingly blurred in West Bengal's 
evolving post-election landscape.

The BJP government has 
maintained that such meetings 
are inclusive administrative ex-
ercises. During the previous TMC 
regime, BJP leaders had often al-
leged that opposition legislators 
were excluded from official re-
view meetings. But soon after as-
suming office, Suvendu Adhikari 
announced that opposition MPs 
and MLAs would be invited to 
government programmes and 
district-level administrative re-
view meetings.

Reacting to the participation 
of TMC legislators in such meet-
ings last week, Kunal Ghosh had 

said the matter was being dis-
cussed within the party.

"We are not in favour of boy-
cotting administrative meetings 
called by the state government. 
But when our party workers are 
being assaulted and rendered 
homeless in post-poll violence, we 
need to think twice before attend-
ing such meetings. Our party is 
also discussing whether we should 
continue participating in these 
meetings or not," he had said.

The ongoing turmoil comes 
against the backdrop of the 
TMC's crushing assembly elec-
tion defeat and growing uncer-
tainty over the party's future 
leadership structure.

Continued form Pg 1: Earlier 
in the day, DFS officials said 11 
people had been rescued from 
the building and shifted to hos-
pitals by Centralised Accident 
and Trauma Services (CATS) 
ambulances. However, Delhi 
Police later confirmed that at 
least 18 people had died in the 
incident

The exact number of people 
present inside the restaurant 
when the fire broke out was not 
immediately known. Authorities 
are continuing search and res-
cue operations while assessing 
the extent of the damage.

As the cause of the fire is yet 
to be established, Police and 
fire department officials have 
launched an investigation to 
determine how the blaze start-
ed and whether any fire safety 
violations or lapses contributed 
to the tragedy. 

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
IndusInd General Insurance on 
World Environment Day high-
lighted the rising financial im-
pact of climate change on Indian 
households and businesses. The 
company stressed that extreme 
weather events are becoming 
increasingly frequent, causing 
widespread damage and losses. 
It noted that a large share of 
such losses remains uninsured, 
leaving people vulnerable. The 
insurer urged greater aware-
ness, wider insurance coverage, 
and better financial prepared-
ness to build resilience and 
support faster recovery from 
climate-related disasters.

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
HDFC Asset Management Com-
pany Limited (HDFC AMC) on 
3rd June 2026 introduced the 
HDFC Growth for GOOD Port-
folio, an investment approach 
aimed at aligning capital al-
location with sustainability, 
strong governance, and societal 
well-being while targeting long-
term wealth creation. The initia-
tive reflects the evolving finan-
cial landscape where investors 
increasingly seek purposeful 
and impact-driven investment 
opportunities beyond profits 
alone. The strategy focuses on 
companies demonstrating ro-
bust governance, transparency, 
and constructive societal contri-
bution, along with strong finan-
cial metrics such as ROCE, ROE, 
EPS, CAGR, and free cash flow 
growth. It prioritises efficient 
capital allocation and sustain-
able long-term growth potential. 
A core principle of the approach 
is non-harm, ensuring exclusion 
of businesses linked to defence, 
alcohol, tobacco, gambling, 
meat and poultry, leather, ani-
mal testing, and related indus-
tries, aligning investments with 
ethical and sustainable values.

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
The BJP-led West Bengal gov-
ernment has renamed the pop-
ular Maa Canteen scheme as 
“MaaAhar” and announced a 
major expansion of the subsi-
dised meal programme across 
the state.

The decision was taken at 
a state cabinet meeting on 
Wednesday and later announced 
by Minister Agnimitra Paul. Un-
der the revamped scheme, 500 
new MaaAhar centres will be 
opened across West Bengal, 
providing affordable midday 
meals to the public at just ₹5.

The government has also in-
troduced a revised weekly menu 
to improve nutrition. According 
to the announcement, benefi-
ciaries will receive fish twice a 
week and eggs twice a week, 
while vegetarian meals will be 
served on the remaining three 
days.

After coming to power, the 
BJP government had stated 
that welfare schemes benefit-
ing common people would not 
be discontinued. Instead, such 
programmes would be expand-
ed and strengthened. The trans-
formation of Maa Canteen into 
MaaAhar is being projected as 
part of that commitment.

The original Maa Canteen 
scheme was launched in 2021 by 
the Trinamool Congress govern-
ment under former Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee to pro-
vide low-cost meals to poor and 
economically weaker sections. 
Under the earlier model, benefi-
ciaries received rice, lentils, veg-
etables and an egg for ₹5.

Recently, Minister Dilip Ghosh 
had indicated that fish would be 
included in the subsidised meal 
programme. With Wednesday’s 
announcement, the state gov-
ernment has formally outlined 
the seven-day menu and con-
firmed the expansion of the 
scheme.

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
The West Bengal government 
has announced the recruitment 
of 4,000 additional constables 
in Kolkata Police ahead of the 
upcoming festive season, aim-
ing to strengthen law and order 
across the city.

The announcement was 
made during an administra-
tive review meeting chaired 
by Chief Minister Suvendu-
Adhikari, where he also stat-
ed that several initiatives are 
being taken to modernise the 
state police force.

The meeting at Nabanna 
witnessed the presence of sev-
eral political figures, including 
Kunal Ghosh, Firhad Hakim, 
NayanaBandopadhyay, and 
senior Trinamool MLA Ashok 
Deb, sparking political specu-
lation amid ongoing internal 

tensions within the ruling party.
Interestingly, several of these 

leaders had been seen just a 
day earlier alongside Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee at a 
public protest event in Kolkata, 
leading to further discussion in 
political circles regarding shift-
ing alignments within the party.

Officials clarified that the 
attending MLAs represent 
constituencies under Kolkata, 
Howrah, and South 24 Parga-
nas districts, and their pres-
ence at the meeting was part 
of routine administrative coor-
dination.

During the meeting, discus-
sions were also held on pend-
ing Dearness Allowance (DA) 
issues concerning govern-
ment employees. The Chief 
Minister reportedly assured 
employee unions that the 

matter is under consideration. 
He also indicated that positive 
announcements regarding DA 
could be expected in the up-
coming budget session.

In addition, the Chief Minis-
ter addressed the ongoing DA 
case in the Supreme Court, 
stating that the government 
would abide by the court’s 
final decision and would not 
engage in any confrontation 
with judicial directives.

The nearly two-hour-long 
meeting focused on admin-
istrative preparedness, em-
ployee welfare, and policing 
reforms. The government 
reiterated its commitment to 
improving police infrastruc-
ture and enhancing opera-
tional efficiency through re-
cruitment and modernisation 
initiatives.

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
A clear indication of deepen-
ing divisions within the Trina-
mool Congress (TMC) emerged 
on Wednesday as several par-
ty MLAs participated in Chief 
Minister Suvendu Adhikari’s 
administrative review meeting 
at Nabanna, even as the party 
continues to face its most seri-
ous internal crisis since its elec-
toral setback in West Bengal.

Among those present at the 
official review meeting were 
dissident leaders Ritabrata Ba-
nerjee, Javed Khan, and San-
dipanSaha, whose attendance 
further intensified speculation 
over shifting political align-
ments within the party.

Their participation came just 
hours after Banerjee and other 
rebel legislators met Assembly 
Speaker Rathindra Bose and 
submitted letters claiming sup-
port from 58 MLAs backing a 

new leadership arrangement 
within the TMC legislature par-
ty.

The rebel faction has re-
portedly proposed a revised 
organisational structure, nom-
inating Ritabrata Banerjee as 
legislature party leader, with 
Javed Khan, SandipanSaha, 
and ShiuliSaha as deputy lead-
ers, while Raghunathganj MLA 
Akhruzzaman has been pro-
posed as chief whip.

Earlier in the day, the dis-
sident MLAs held a separate 
meeting at the Assembly, high-
lighting growing fault lines 
within the party. At the same 
time, another group of senior 
TMC leaders considered loyal 
to Mamata Banerjee, including 
Kolkata Mayor Firhad Hakim, 
NayanaBandopadhyay, Ashok 
Deb, and Kunal Ghosh, attend-
ed the Nabanna meeting.

These senior leaders nota-

bly stayed away from the reb-
el camp’s Assembly gathering, 
instead choosing to participate 
in the Chief Minister’s adminis-
trative review, reflecting the in-
creasingly fragmented political 
alignment inside the party.

Similar patterns were ob-
served earlier when several 
MLAs attended a government 
review meeting in Kalyani, 
sparking debate over whether 
party legislators should engage 
with official state programmes 
amid political tensions.

The issue has triggered in-
ternal discussions within the 
party regarding participation in 
state-led events. Senior leader 
Kunal Ghosh had earlier stated 
that while boycotting admin-
istrative meetings is not pre-
ferred, the party is reconsider-
ing its approach due to ongoing 
post-poll tensions and violence 
against party workers.

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
In a major move aimed at 
strengthening administrative 
discipline and ensuring punctu-
ality in government offices, the 
BJP-led West Bengal govern-
ment has issued a comprehen-
sive set of guidelines making 
biometric attendance manda-
tory for all state government 
employees.

According to a notification is-
sued by Nabanna, the state sec-
retariat, biometric attendance 
will be introduced in phases 
across all government depart-
ments. The system will first be 
implemented at Nabanna from 
June 15, while all remaining 
government offices across the 
state are expected to come un-
der the new attendance regime 
by July 31.

The government stated that 
the primary objective of the 
initiative is to promote punctu-
ality, improve workplace disci-
pline, and maintain digital re-
cords of employee attendance. 
Officials believe the move will 
enhance accountability and ef-

ficiency within the state admin-
istration.

State Minister Agnimitra 
Paul emphasized the impor-
tance of responsibility among 
government employees. “Every 
employee must be accountable 
for their work. They must re-
port to office on time and leave 
as per the prescribed schedule. 
Biometric attendance facilities 
will be available in every gov-
ernment office,” she said.

Under the new system, all 
employees working at Nabanna 
will be required to record their 
entry and exit timings through 
facial recognition-based bio-
metric devices. Attendance 
registered between 10:15 a.m. 
and 11:00 a.m. will be marked 
as “late.”

Employees who register 
their attendance after 11:00 
a.m. will be treated as absent 
for the day. Similarly, leaving 
office before 5:15 p.m. will be 
considered an “early depar-
ture.”

The notification further 
states that if an employee both 

arrives late and leaves early 
on the same day, he or she will 
be marked absent and one day 
of Casual Leave (CL) will be 
deducted. Employees who fail 
to record their exit through 
the biometric system will also 
be treated as absent.

Additionally, if an employee 
reports late or leaves early on 
three occasions within a sin-
gle month, one day of Casual 
Leave will be deducted as a 
penalty.

The government has also 
clarified that employees may 
be required to continue offi-
cial duties beyond office hours 
in urgent or exceptional cir-
cumstances. However, if an 
employee needs to arrive late 
or leave early due to official 
meetings or government work, 
prior approval from the head 
of the concerned department 
will be mandatory.

The new guidelines are ex-
pected to significantly alter at-
tendance monitoring practices 
across government offices in 
West Bengal.

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
The BJP-led West Bengal gov-
ernment on Wednesday an-
nounced that June 20 will 
henceforth be observed official-
ly as West Bengal Day, replac-
ing the previous observance on 
PoilaBaisakh (Bengali New Year) 
introduced during the Trinamool 
Congress regime.

The announcement was 
made from Nabanna by State 
Minister Dilip Ghosh as part of 
a series of decisions taken by 
the new government following 
the political change in the state. 
The move marks a significant 
shift in the state’s official posi-
tion on the observance of West 
Bengal Day, an issue that had 
long been a subject of disagree-
ment between the BJP and the 
Trinamool Congress.

During the tenure of former 

Chief Minister Mamata Baner-
jee, April 14, coinciding with 
PoilaBaisakh, was declared 
and observed as West Bengal 
Day by the state government. 
However, the BJP consistently 
opposed the decision and main-
tained that June 20 should be 
recognized as the state’s official 
foundation day.

For several years, the BJP 
observed June 20 separately 
while the Trinamool govern-
ment continued its celebrations 
on PoilaBaisakh. Following the 
change in government, specu-
lation had been growing within 
administrative circles that the 
official date might be revised. 
The announcement on Wednes-
day confirmed those expecta-
tions.

In another major deci-
sion, the state government 

announced plans to install a 
statue of Syama Prasad Mook-
erjee in Kolkata. According to 
officials, the foundation stone 
ceremony for the statue will 
be held on July 6, marking the 
birth anniversary of the Bhara-
tiya Jana Sangh founder and 
prominent nationalist leader. 
The government said that a 
suitable location in Kolkata 
would be selected for the me-
morial.

The government also un-
veiled changes to the popular 
subsidized food scheme in-
troduced during the previous 
administration. The “Maa Can-
teen” initiative will be renamed 
“MaaAhar” under the new gov-
ernment. Officials stated that 
the scheme will be expanded 
significantly to ensure afford-
able meals across the state.
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MI News Service, Kolkata:  
The West Bengal Cabinet 
on Wednesday cleared a se-
ries of significant decisions 
related to administration, 
security, social welfare, and 
official state observanc-
es. The approvals include 
enhanced border infra-
structure development, a 
large-scale expansion of 
the subsidised food scheme, 
formalisation of state-day 
celebrations, and changes 
in the state’s legal and ad-
ministrative framework.

As part of strengthening 
border security, the state 
government has begun 
the process of transferring 
land to the Border Security 
Force (BSF) for completing 
pending fencing work along 
the Indo-Bangladesh bor-
der. Officials confirmed that 
a total of 31.905 acres has 
already been handed over 
through a permanent land 
deed.

The transfer covers nine 
strategically important sites 
located across key border 
districts, including Malda, 
Nadia, and Cooch Behar. 

Authorities said the move 
is aimed at improving sur-
veillance and ensuring bet-
ter security management 
along sensitive internation-
al stretches.

In a major welfare ex-
pansion, the state’s flagship 
subsidised food programme 
has undergone both re-
branding and structural 
enhancement. The scheme, 
previously known as ‘Maa 
Canteen’, has now been 
officially renamed ‘MaaA-
har’ to reflect its expanded 
scope and outreach.

Following the Cabinet 
decision, State Minister 

Agnimitra Paul announced 
that the distribution net-
work will be significant-
ly increased. At present, 
390 centres are function-
ing across the state, and 
the Cabinet has approved 
the addition of 110 more 
centres, taking the total to 
500 food distribution units 
statewide.

She further stated that 
the meal plan has been re-
designed to improve nutri-
tional balance. Under the 
revised weekly menu, ben-
eficiaries will receive fish 
twice a week, eggs twice a 
week, and vegetarian meals 

on the remaining days, en-
suring a structured dietary 
rotation.

The Cabinet also finalised 
the state’s official calendar 
of commemorative events. 
It confirmed that June 20 
will be observed as West 
Bengal Day, marking an im-
portant institutional deci-
sion regarding state identi-
ty and annual observances. 
This was announced follow-
ing the Cabinet meeting by 
Minister Dilip Ghosh.

In addition, the govern-
ment has scheduled a major 
ceremonial programme for 
July 6, when a bhumi puja 
will be conducted for the in-
stallation of a statue of Dr 
Syama Prasad Mookerjee 
in Kolkata. Officials stated 
that the event will formally 
initiate the memorial con-
struction process at a des-
ignated location.

The Cabinet decisions 
collectively reflect a broad-
er policy focus on infra-
structure strengthening, 
welfare expansion, and 
institutional restructuring 
across West Bengal.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  
The BJP-led West Bengal gov-
ernment has announced the im-
plementation of the Ayushman 
Bharat health insurance scheme 
in the state, alongside the rollout 
of the Annapurna Yojana, mark-
ing a major expansion in welfare 
and healthcare coverage.

According to officials, the ₹5 
lakh central health insurance 
scheme will now be available to 
residents of the state, with en-
rolment already underway. The 
distribution of Ayushman Bharat 
cards is expected to begin from 
July in a phased manner.

While addressing the launch 
of the Annapurna Yojana, State 
Minister Agnimitra Paul said 
that the introduction of appli-
cation forms was necessary af-
ter verification checks revealed 

alleged instances of thousands 
of fake bank accounts receiving 
benefits in earlier schemes. She 
added that the DBT process has 
already begun and payments are 
being transferred to eligible ben-
eficiaries’ bank accounts.

She further stated that the 
government aims to ensure 
transparency and proper verifi-
cation before extending financial 
assistance. The application pro-
cess for the scheme has already 
started and will continue along-
side the ongoing verification 
drive.

Chief Minister Suvendu-
Adhikari said that the intro-
duction of new application 
forms followed concerns that 
even individuals whose names 
were removed from voter lists 
were previously receiving 

benefits under earlier welfare 
programmes. He added that 
beneficiary verification will be 
strictly enforced before pay-
ments are released.

According to the Chief Min-
ister, more than 28.25 lakh 
women are expected to receive 
financial assistance under the 
scheme. The form-filling pro-
cess will continue for three 
months, with beneficiary lists 
being updated every seven 
days. He also stated that once 
verification is completed, ear-
lier discrepancies in welfare 
distribution will be corrected.

On Ayushman Bharat, he 
confirmed that enrolment for 
beneficiaries under the state’s 
existing health scheme is being 
integrated with the national 
portal. The government ex-

pects that over six crore exist-
ing beneficiaries linked with 
the state health scheme will 
gradually be brought under 
Ayushman Bharat.

For those not enrolled in the 
state’s health scheme, sepa-
rate enrolment opportunities 
will also be provided. The gov-
ernment plans to finalize an 
agreement with the central 
administration in early June 
regarding AyushmanAarogya-
Mandirs, ensuring healthcare 
access not only within West 
Bengal but also for residents 
studying or working outside 
the state.

Officials said both schemes 
will be implemented in phases, 
with a focus on transparency, 
verification, and expanded wel-
fare coverage across the state.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  
Trinamool Congress leader Jay 
Prakash Majumdar was arrested 
on Wednesday following allega-
tions that he had illegally occupied 
a residential property in Salt Lake 
for nearly 12 years and repeatedly 
threatened the owner when asked 
to vacate the premises or pay rent.

The incident unfolded in Salt 
Lake when local residents staged 
a protest against Majumdar, ac-
cusing him of unlawfully retaining 
possession of a house located in 
the area. Police from Bidhannagar 
North Police Station arrived at the 
scene and initially detained the 

TMC leader before formally ar-
resting him based on a complaint 
lodged by the property owner.

According to allegations, Ma-
jumdar had rented House No. 
337 in a Salt Lake block in 2014 
and had been residing there with 
his family at a nominal rent. The 
property owner claimed that de-
spite repeated requests over the 
years to vacate the house, Ma-
jumdar allegedly used his political 
influence to avoid eviction and 
issued threats whenever rent or 
possession of the property was 
discussed.

Tension escalated on Wednes-

day over a dispute related to lock-
ing the premises. As Majumdar 
arrived at the location, a group 
of local residents surrounded him 
and raised slogans against him. 
Protesters allegedly snatched the 
keys to his vehicle and shouted 
“chor, chor” (thief) slogans. Visuals 
from the scene showed Majumdar 
sitting inside his vehicle while pro-
testers gathered around it.

Although Majumdar reportedly 
gave a verbal assurance that he 
would vacate the property, local 
residents refused to accept the 
promise, leading to further unrest 
in the area.

Sources said the original 
owner of the house has since 
passed away, and the property 
is now owned by his widow. Re-
cently, she attempted to reclaim 
possession of the house with 
support from local residents. 
During an altercation, she al-
legedly slapped Majumdar’s 
wife, and a video of the inci-
dent later went viral on social 
media.

The property owner has ac-
cused Majumdar of illegal oc-
cupation, intimidation, and ha-
rassment. Police have launched 
an investigation into the matter.

West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari, along with the State Minister of Women and Child Development and Social Welfare Agnimitra Paul launches the 
Annapurna Yojana–DBT from Nabanna, on Wednesday.� PIC : Prabir Bhattacharya

State Ministers Agnimitra Paul and Dilip Ghosh address a programme where the West Bengal Cabinet approved a 
series of major administrative, security, and welfare decisions. These include a significant push for international 
border infrastructure, a massive expansion of the state's subsidised food programme, the designation of an official 
State Day, and a major reshuffle in the state's legal leadership, at Nabanna on Wednesday.� PIC: Prabir Bhattacharya
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of Syama Prasad Mookerjee to be Installed in Kolkata

Call for Climate 
Risk Preparedness

HDFC AMC Launches 
Growth for GOOD 

Sustainable Portfolio

State Renames Maa Canteen 
as ‘Maa Ahar’, Announces 

500 New Centres

State Cabinet Approves Key 
Decisions on Border Security, Welfare 

Expansion and State Observances

West Bengal to Roll Out  Ayushman Bharat Scheme

TMC Leader Arrested Over Alleged Illegal Occupation of Salt Lake House

Firhad Hakim to resign as Kolkata Mayor, Mamata accepts his plea

21 killed
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Miscellaneous
Kolkata, Thursday

4 June 2026

Name Change
I, Susanto Anthony Gomes S/O Am-
brose Gomes. Residing at Lichubagan
Begopara, P.O. Begopara, P.S. Ranaghat
Dist- Nadia. That my wife's actual
name is Teresa Suchitra Gomes. That
Maria Synthia Aleena Gomes is my
daughter. Vide an Affidavit Sworn be-
fore the court of Ld. Judicial Magistrate
1st class at Ranaghat on 14/01/26.
That Teresa Suchitra Gomes W/O Su-
santo Anthony Gomes and Suchitra
Gomes W/O Susanto Gomes are the
Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Shaikh Mahasin S/o. Shaikh Imran
(old name), R/o. Kolupukur, Hatni, Pan-
dua, Hooghly-712134, W.B., do hereby
declare that I have changed my name
from Shaikh Mahasin S/o. Shaikh
Imran to Sk Mohasin S/o. Sk Imran
(New Name) and henceforth I shall be
known as Sk Mohasin S/o. Sk Imran in
all purpose, vide an affidavit no. 12573
sworn before Judicial Magistrate,
Sadar, Hooghly Court on 21/05/2026. I,
Sk Mohasin S/o. Sk Imran & Shaikh
Mahasin S/o. Shaikh Imran, both are
the same & one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ajay Agarwal (Old Name) S/o Late
Satyanarain Agarwala Residing at Block
- C, Flat - 1 1, Ishan Bose Lane, Shibpur,
District - Howrah, Pin - 711102, West
Bengal, India, do hereby declare that I
have Changed my name from Ajay
Agarwal (Old Name) to Ajay Kumar
Agarwala (New Name) and henceforth
I shall be known as Ajay Kumar Agar-
wala (New Name) in all purpose, vide
affidavit Sworn before the Notary public
at Kolkata on Dated 03-06-2026. Ajay
Kumar Agarwala (New Name) and Ajay
Agarwal (Old Name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Md Mehbub Laskar & Mehboob
Laskar (Old Name), Son Of Abdul Kader
Laskar, Resident Of Vill-Dakshin
Nayabaz, Po- Gip Koloni, 711112, West
Bengal Do Hereby Declare That I Have
Changed My Name From Md Mehbub
Laskar & Mehboob Laskar (Old Name)
To Mehebub Laskar (New Name) And
Henceforth I Shall Be Known As Mehe-
bub Laskar (New Name) In All Pur-
pose,Vide Affidavit  Sworn Before The
Notary Public At Kolkata On
03/06/2026. Mehebub Laskar (New
Name) And Md Mehbub Laskar &
Mehboob Laskar (Old Name) Both Are
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Maruf Hosen Lasker & Maruf Hosen
Laskar (Old Name), Son Of Mehebub
Laskar, Resident Of Vill- Dakshin
Nayabaz, Po-Gip Koloni, 711112, West
Bengal Do Hereby Declare That I Have
Changed My Name From Maruf Hosen
Lasker & Maruf Hosen Laskar (Old
Name) To Maruf Hossain Laskar (New
Name) And Henceforth I Shall Be Known
As Maruf Hossain Laskar (New Name)
In All Purpose,Vide Affidavit  Sworn Be-
fore The Notary Public At Kolkata On
03/06/2026. Maruf Hossain Laskar
(New Name) And Maruf Hosen Lasker &
Maruf Hosen Laskar (Old Name) Both
Are Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Rahian Mondal (Old Name), Son Of
Kayser Mondal, Resident Of Vill-
Paschim Bauria, Po-Chakkashi,
Howrah- 711307, West Bengal Do
Hereby Declare That I Have Changed My
Name From Rahian Mondal (Old Name)
To Raihan Mondal (New Name) And
Henceforth I Shall Be Known As Raihan
Mondal (New Name) In All Purpose,
Vide Affidavit  Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 03/06/2026. Rai-
han Mondal (New Name) And Rahian
Mondal (Old Name) Both Are Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Asik Mullick (old name), S/o Faizul
Mallick, residing at Vill & P.O.- Khajutty,
P.S.- Bagnan, Howrah- 711303, West
Bengal, do hereby declare that I have
changed my name from Asik Mullick
(Old Name) to Asik Mollick (New Name)
and henceforth I shall be known as Asik
Mollick (new name) in all purpose, vide
affidavit sworn before the Notary Public
at Kolkata, vide an Affidavit dated
03/06/2026. Asik Mollick (New Name)
and Asik Mullick (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ejaz Ahmed & Ejaz Ahamed (Old
Name), Son Of Anwarul Haque, Resi-
dent Of 36/X/1 Topsia Road, Tiljala, Po
& Ps- Tiljala, Kolkata - 700039, West
Bengal Do Hereby Declare That I Have
Changed My Name From Ejaz Ahmed &
Ejaz Ahamed (Old Name) To Ezaz
Ahmed (New Name) And Henceforth I
Shall Be Known As Ezaz Ahmed (New
Name) In All Purpose, Vide Affidavit
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 03/06/2026. Ezaz Ahmed
(New Name) And Ejaz Ahmed & Ejaz
Ahamed (Old Name) Both Are Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Kartik Basak (old name), S/o Late
Gobinda Chandra Basak, residing at
MANASKAMANA ROAD, ENGLISH
BAZAR, P.O. - MALDA,P.S. - ENGLISH
BAZAR, Dist - MALDA -732101, West
Bengal, do hereby declare that I have
changed my name from Kartik Basak
(Old Name) to Kartick basak (New
Name) and henceforth I shall be known
as Kartick basak (new name) in all pur-
pose, vide affidavit No 2  sworn before
the Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an
Affidavit dated 08/04/2026. Kartick
basak (New Name) and Kartik Basak
(Old Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Barnali Basak (Kar) (Old Name), W/O
Kartick Basak, & D/O Late Nitai Chan-
dra Kar, Residing At Manaskamana
Road, English Bazar, P.O. - Malda,P.S. -
English Bazar, Dist - Malda -732101,
West Bengal, Do Hereby Declare That I
Have Changed My Name From Barnali
Basak (Kar) (Old Name) To Barnali
Basak (New Name) And Henceforth I
Shall Be Known As Barnali Basak (New
Name) In All Purpose, Vide Affidavit No
1 Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata, Dated 08/04/2026. Barnali
Basak (New Name) And Barnali Basak
(Kar) (Old Name) Both Are Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Netaipada Das (old name), S/o
Nanigopal Das, residing at Khirki Bagan
Lane, Ranaghat, Nadia- 741201, West
Bengal, do hereby declare that I have
changed my name from Netaipada 
Das (Old Name) to Nitaipada Das 
(New Name) and henceforth I shall be
known as Nitaipada Das (new name) in
all purpose, vide affidavit 26 sworn 
before the Notary Public at Kolkata, vide
an Affidavit dated 03/06/2026. 
Nitaipada Das (New Name) and 
Netaipada Das (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Reaz Ahmed (Old Name), Son Of Dara
Sikandar, Resident Of 1, Dent Mission
Road, Khiddirpore, Kolkata-700023, West
Bengal Do Hereby Declare That I Have
Changed My Name From Reaz Ahmed
(Old Name) To Reazuddin Ahmed  (New
Name) And Henceforth I Shall Be Known
As Reazuddin Ahmed (New Name ) In All
Purpose,Vide Affidavit No 22156 Sworn
Before The Ld 1st Class Judicial Magis-
trate At Alipore On 02/06/2026. Reazud-
din Ahmed (New Name) And Reaz
Ahmed (Old Name) Both Are Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, MAMATA SHAW (Old Name) W/o
Late VARUN KUMAR Residing at Ward
no 9, Kalali Road, P.o - Rajauli, P.s - Ra-
jauli, District - Nawada, Pin -805125 ,
Bihar, India, do hereby declare that I
have Changed my name from MA-
MATA SHAW (Old Name) to MAMTA
DEVI (New Name) and henceforth I
shall be known as MAMTA DEVI (New
Name) in all purpose, vide affidavit
Sworn before the Notary public at
Kolkata on Dated 03-06-2026.
MAMTA DEVI (New Name) and MA-
MATA SHAW (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Bivash Bagchi (Old Name) S/o Bipul
Bagchi Residing at Paschim Garapota
Dakshinpara, Garapota, P.o - Gara-
pota-Nadia, District - Nadia, Pin -
741502, West Bengal, India, do hereby
declare that I have Changed my name
from Bivash Bagchi (Old Name) to Bib-
hash Bagchi (New Name) and hence-
forth I shall be known as Bibhash
Bagchi (New Name) in all purpose, vide
affidavit no 44/2026 Sworn before the
Notary public at Kolkata on Dated 03-
06-2026. Bibhash Bagchi (New Name)
and Bivash Bagchi (Old Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sk Sahabuddin (old name), S/o Sk
Harun Rashid, residing at Jamadar
Para, Narikeldanga Shyampur, Dist.-
South 24 Parganas, Pin- 700137, West
Bengal, do hereby declare that I have
changed my name from Sk Sahabud-
din (Old Name) to Sk Sahaboddin (New
Name) and henceforth I shall be
known as Sk Sahaboddin (new name)
in all purpose, vide affidavit sworn be-
fore the Notary Public at Kolkata, vide
an Affidavit dated 03/06/2026. Sk Sa-
haboddin (New Name) and Sk Sa-
habuddin (Old Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Shibani Biswas (old name), daughter
of Late Khagendranath Biswas,residing
at Vill- Ganti Saradapally, Ganganagar,
Dist.- North 24 Parganas, Pin- 700132,
West Bengal, do hereby declare that I
have changed my name from Shibani
Biswas (Old Name) to Mitua Ahmed
(New Name) and henceforth I shall be
known as Mitua Ahmed (new name) in
all purpose, vide affidavit sworn before
the Ld 1st class judicial magistrate at
Alipore, vide an Affidavit No 15215 dated
22/03/2022. Mitua Ahmed (New Name)
and Shibani Biswas (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Dilip Mondol (old name), S/o Santosh
Kumar Mondal, residing at 4/10, Ja-
davgarh, Near Haltu Bazar, Kolkata-
700078, West Bengal, do hereby declare
that I have changed my name from Dilip
Mondol (Old Name) to Dilip Kumar
Mondal (New Name) and henceforth I
shall be known as Dilip Kumar Mondal
(new name) in all purpose, vide affidavit
sworn before the Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an Affidavit dated
02/06/2026. Dilip Kumar Mondal (New
Name) and Dilip Mondol (Old Name)
both are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Lakshmipriya Barik (old name) W/o
Sanatan Barik, residing at Vill- Suberia,
P.O.- Kalindi, Purba Medinipur, Pin-
721455, West Bengal, do hereby declare
that I have changed my name from Lak-
shmipriya Barik (Old Name) to Lak-
shipriya Barik (New Name) and
henceforth I shall be known as Lak-
shipriya Barik (new name) in all purpose,
vide affidavit sworn before the Notary
Public at Kolkata, on 02/06/2026. Lak-
shipriya Barik (New Name) and Laksh-
mipriya Barik (Old Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sk Shakil (Old Name), Son Of Sk. Rashid,
Resident Of 53, Golam Jilani Khan Road,
Kolkata-700039, West Bengal Do Hereby
Declare That I Have Changed My Name
From Sk Shakil (Old Name) To Md Shakil
(New Name) And Henceforth I Shall Be
Known As Md Shakil (New Name) In All
Purpose,Vide Affidavit No 14 Sworn Be-
fore The Notary Public At Kolkata On
03/06/2026. Md Shakil (New Name) And
Sk Shakil (Old Name) Both Are Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Shyamal Das (old name), S/o Late
Saroj Kumar Das, residing at C-17,
Ramgarh Colony, Debjyoti Apt Flat-2A,
1st FLR Netaji Nagar, Kolkata- 700047,
West Bengal, do hereby declare that I
have changed my name from Shyamal
Das (Old Name) to Shyamal Kumar Das
(New Name) and henceforth I shall be
known as Shyamal Kumar Das (new
name) in all purpose, vide affidavit No
28 sworn before the Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an Affidavit dated
03/06/2026. Shyamal Kumar Das (New
Name) and Shyamal Das (Old Name)
both are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Jayeeta Chakraborty Sharma (old
name), W/o Jaydip Chakraborty, residing
at B2, Binapani Bhavan, 48/1, Old Nimta
Road, Belgharia, North 24 Parganas,
Pin- 700056, West Bengal, do hereby
declare that I have changed my name
from Jayeeta Chakraborty Sharma (Old
Name) to Jayeeta Chakraborty (New
Name) and henceforth I shall be known
as Jayeeta Chakraborty (new name) in
all purpose, vide affidavit sworn before
the Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an Af-
fidavit dated 03/06/2026. Jayeeta
Chakraborty (New Name) and Jayeeta
Chakraborty Sharma (Old Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Maskura Begum (Old Name), Wife Of Sk
Jakir Hossen, Resident Of Vill-Biswanath
Pur, Howrah- 711410, West Bengal Do
Hereby Declare That I Have Changed My
Name From Maskura Begum (Old Name)
To Maskura Begum Sk (New Name) And
Henceforth I Shall Be Known As Maskura
Begum Sk (New Name) In All Purpose,
Vide Affidavit  Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 03/06/2026.
Maskura Begum Sk (New Name) And
Maskura Begum (Old Name) Both Are
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sk Ilius (Old Name), Son Of Islam  Sekh,
Resident Of Vill-Iachanagari, Po- Jagat-
ballav Pur, Howrah- 711408, West Bengal
Do Hereby Declare That I Have Changed
My Name From Sk Ilius (Old Name) To
Sekh Mohammad Ellias(New Name) And
Henceforth I Shall Be Known As Sekh
Mohammad Ellias (New Name ) In All
Purpose,Vide Affidavit  Sworn Before The
Notary Public At Kolkata On 03/06/2026.
Sekh Mohammad Ellias (New Name) And
Sk Ilius (Old Name) Both Are Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Nimai Chandra Biswas, Nemai Biswas
(Old Name) S/o Bijoy Biswas Residing
at Vtc+P.o - Bhayna,   District - Nadia,
Pin - 741502, West Bengal, India, do
hereby declare that I have Changed my
name from Nimai Chandra Biswas,
Nemai Biswas (Old Name) to Nimai
Biswas (New Name) and henceforth I
shall be known as Nimai Biswas (New
Name) in all purpose, vide affidavit no
43/2026 Sworn before the Notary public
at Kolkata on Dated 03-06-2026. Nimai
Biswas (New Name) and Nimai Chandra
Biswas, Nemai Biswas (Old Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Roni Pramanik (Old Name) S/o Kanai
Pramanik Residing at Shripally,
Barakpur,  District - North 24 Parganas,
Pin - 743262, West Bengal, India, do
hereby declare that I have Changed my
name from Roni Pramanik (Old Name)
to Roni Pramanick (New Name) and
henceforth I shall be known as Roni
Pramanick (New Name) in all purpose,
vide affidavit Sworn before the Notary
public at Kolkata on Dated 03-06-
2026. Roni Pramanick (New Name)
and Roni Pramanik (Old Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I am Mst Salma Bibi (Old Name) W/O
-Md Aminul Islam D/O- Late Md
Jaha Boksh Address- Village- Muk-
tarpur P.O -Nimdaria P.S- Duttapukur
District- 24 Pgs (N) Pin- 743294 Due
to my name being wrong in my hus-
band's passport (No. -K1487303), I
have changed my name to Salma
Khatun (New Name) on 09/06/2026
as per Ld Judicial Magistrate 1st
Class Barasat Court Affidavit stating
that Mst Salma Bibi (Old Name) and
Salma Khatun (New Name) are one
and the same person.

Name Change
I, Rahul Shaw S/o Mahendra Prasad
Shaw residing at 8, Ashu Bose Lane,
Howrah-711101 , West Bengal, have
changed my minor Son’s name from
Samraaj Shaw to Samraj Shaw and
henceforth shall be known as Samraj
Shaw as declare before the Notary
Public Kolkata vide Affidavit dated
01.06.26. That Samraaj Shaw and
Samraj Shaw both are same and one
identical person , i.e., my minor Son.

Name Change
I, Pushpa Devi (Old Name) W/o Ma-
hendra Prasad Shaw and D/o Bhag-
wat Prosad Gupta residing at 8, Ashu
Bose Lane, Howrah-711101, West
Bengal,  have changed my name and
henceforth shall be known as Pushpa
Devi Shaw(New Name) as declare be-
fore the Notary Public Kolkata vide
Affidavit dated 01.06.26. That ,
Pushpa Devi (Old Name) and Pushpa
Devi Shaw(New Name)both are same
and one identical person , i.e., myself.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) MD SALAUDDIN KHAN
S/o- MD IBADAT KHAN  Residing at,
Vill- Barua MP Road, Post- Barua, Ps-
Beldanga, Dist- Murshidabad, Pin-
742189 West Bengal. Do hereby declare
that I have Changed my name from MD
SALAUDDIN KHAN  To SALAUDDIN
KHAN (New name) and henceforth I
Shall be Known as (New name)
SALAUDDIN KHAN  in all purpose Vide
an affidavit No- 2290 On Date 25 May
2026  Sworn before the Notary Public at
Berhampore Murshidabad,  SALAUD-
DIN KHAN and MD SALAUDDIN KHAN
both are Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) MD EBADAT KHAN & MD
EBADOT KHAN & IBADAT KHAN S/o-
MD SAHADAT KHAN  Residing at,  Vill-
Barua MP Road, Post- Barua, Ps- Bel-
danga, Dist- Murshidabad, Pin- 742189
West Bengal. Do hereby declare that I
have Changed my name from MD EBA-
DAT KHAN & MD EBADOT KHAN & IBA-
DAT KHAN To MD IBADAT KHAN (New
name) and henceforth I Shall be Known
as (New name) MD IBADAT KHAN  in all
purpose Vide an affidavit No- 2291 On
Date 25 May 2026  Sworn before the
Notary Public at Berhampore Murshid-
abad,  MD IBADAT KHAN and MD EBA-
DAT KHAN & MD EBADOT KHAN  &
IBADAT KHAN both are Same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) PRADIP ROY S/o- BIB-
HUTI ROY  Residing at,  Vill- Dayanagar
Road, Post- Cossimbazar Raj, Ps-
Berhampore, Dist- Murshidabad, Pin-
742102 West Bengal. Do hereby declare
that I have Changed my name from
PRADIP ROY  To PRODIP KUMAR ROY
(New name) and henceforth I Shall be
Known as (New name) PRODIP KUMAR
ROY  in all purpose Vide an affidavit No-
2292 On Date 25 May 2026  Sworn be-
fore the Notary Public at Berhampore
Murshidabad,  PRODIP KUMAR ROY
and PRADIP ROY  both are Same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) ABU SHAMA MONDAL
S/o- DARBARI MONDAL  Residing at,
Vill- Tiktiki Para, Nagrajole, Ps-
Berhampore, Dist- Murshidabad, Pin-
742102 West Bengal. Do hereby de-
clare that I have Changed my name
from ABU SHAMA MONDAL  To ABU
SAMA MANDAL (New name) and
henceforth I Shall be Known as (New
name) ABU SAMA MANDAL  in all pur-
pose Vide an affidavit No- 2293 On
Date 25 May 2026  Sworn before the
Notary Public at Berhampore Murshid-
abad,  ABU SAMA MANDAL  and ABU
SHAMA MONDAL  both are Same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) GOKUL CHANDRA
SARKAR S/o- GOSHTHA SARKAR  Re-
siding at,  Vill- Taraknagar, Ps- Tarak-
nagar, Ps- Hanskhali,  Dist- Nadia,
Pin- 741502, West Bengal. Do hereby
declare that I have Changed my name
from GOKUL CHANDRA SARKAR  To
GOKUL SARKAR (New name) and
henceforth I Shall be Known as (New
name) GOKUL SARKAR  in all purpose
Vide an affidavit No- 2294 On Date 25
May 2026  Sworn before the Notary
Public at Berhampore Murshidabad,
GOKUL SARKAR  and GOKUL CHAN-
DRA SARKAR  both are Same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Birender Jaiswal (Old Name) S/o
Pannalal Jaiswal Residing at 66/14,
Atindra Mukherjee Lane, Shibpur, Dis-
trict - Howrah, Pin - 711102, West
Bengal, India, do hereby declare that I
have Changed my name from Biren-
der Jaiswal (Old Name) to Birendra
Kumar Jaiswal (New Name) and
henceforth I shall be known as Biren-
dra Kumar Jaiswal (New Name) in all
purpose, vide affidavit no 10 Sworn
before the Notary public at Kolkata on
Dated 03-06-2026. Birendra Kumar
Jaiswal (New Name) and Birender
Jaiswal (Old Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Nakul Chandra Ghosh (old name),
S/o. Late Dayal Ghosh, R/o. Deul-
para, Dedhara, Dhaniakhali, Hooghly-
712302, W.B., do hereby declare that
I have changed my name from Nakul
Chandra Ghosh to Nakul Ghosh (New
Name) and henceforth I shall 
be known as Nakul Ghosh in all 
purpose, vide an affidavit no. 40
sworn before Notary Public, Sadar,
Hooghly Court on 01/06/2026. I,
Nakul Ghosh & Nakul Chandra Ghosh
S/o. Late Dayal Ghosh, both are the
same & one identical person. Abhijit
Ghosh is my son.

Name Change
I, Bishnu Kanta Mandhana (old name),
S/o. Late Balmukand Maheshwari
R/o. Magra Natungram, Magra,
Hooghly-712148, W.B., do hereby de-
clare that I have changed my name
from Bishnu Kanta Mandhana to
Bishnu Kanta Maheshwari (New
Name) and henceforth I shall be
known as Bishnu Kanta Maheshwari
in all purpose, vide an affidavit no. 36
sworn before S.D.E.M., Sadar, Hooghly
Court on 25/05/2026. I, Bishnu Kanta
Maheshwari & Bishnu Kanta Mand-
hana S/o. Late Balmukand Mahesh-
wari, both are the same & one identical
person. Amit Mandhana is my son.

Name Change
I, Om Prakash, son of Ram Lal, resi-
dent of Metropoll Compound, Malli-
tal, Nainital, Uttarakhand, do
solemnly affirm and declare that Om
Prakash and Om Prakash Arya refer
to one and the same identical person
via affidavit before the Notary Public
at Nainital Uttarakhand dated 23rd
May 2026.

MI News Service, Kolkata, June
3, 2026 : To clear the extra rush
of passengers during Summer
season, Railway has decided to
continue the service of special
train between Kolkata & Dibru-
garh  as per its existing path,
stoppages & timings. 05932 Di-
brugarh – Kolkata special will
leave Dibrugarh on every Sat-
urday between 06.06.20026 &
25.07.2026 (08 trips) and
05931 Kolkata– Dibrugarh spe-
cial  will leave Kolkata on every
Monday between 08.06.2026 &
27.06.2026 (08 trips).

Continuation Of Service

Of Kolkata – Dibrugarh –
Kolkata Special

Bharat Gaurav Train on Spiritual Odyssey: for the 
first time to cover 3 Dham and 11 Jyotirlinga
Key Highlights of the Tour:

The 17 nights and 18 days itinerary will
start from Delhi Safdarjung Railway Sta-
tion on September03, 2026.
The tourist train will cover 3 dhamsviz-
JagannathPuri in East, Rameshwaram in
South and Dwarkadhish in the West.
The 11 jyotirlinga covered are KashiV-
ishwanath, BaidyanathDham (Deoghar),
Mallikarjun, Bhimashankar, Grishnesh-
war, Trimbakeshwar, Nageshwar, Som-
nath, Mahakaleshwar and Omkareshwar.
The distance covered by the train is

close to 10,000 kms over 18 days journey.
State of the art Deluxe AC Tourist Train
with AC I, AC II & AC III classes will ac-
commodate total 150 tourists.
Tourists can also board from Delhi Saf-
darjung, Ghaziabad, Aligarh, Tundla,
Etawah, Kanpur and Prayagrajrailway
station on this tourist train.
Guided sightseeing, comfortable hotel

stays and curated meals included.
MI News Service, Delhi, June 3, 2026 :
The Indian Railway Catering and Tourism
Corporation (IRCTC) brings in a opportu-
nity of a lifetime starting this September
3, 2026 with the grandest spiritual offer-
ing of the year, DevDarshanYatra: 3
Dham& 11 Jyotirlinga.Operating on the
premium Bharat Gaurav Deluxe Tourist
Train, this meticulously planned 18-day
itinerary offers a worry-free, completely
managed passage to the most powerful
energy centers of Lord Shiva and Vishnu.
The train offers a premium travel experi-
ence featuring deluxe cabins, fine dining
restaurants, shower cubicles, sensor-
based amenities, and enhanced safety
features. Guests will enjoy a holistic jour-
ney combining rail luxury with immersive
cultural exploration.
Onboard Comfort& Next-Generation
Amenities:
The fully air-conditioned Bharat Gaurav
Deluxe AC Tourist Train offers 1st AC, 2nd
AC, and 3rd AC accommodation tiers. De-
signed to create a comfort driven stay on
wheels, the train is equipped with a host
of premium, modern features:Two fine-
dining restaurants and a fully equipped
modern kitchen.Dedicated shower cubi-
cles in coaches and sensor-based wash-
room functions.Onboard foot massagers
for guest relaxation.Enhanced security
frameworks, including CCTV camera sur-
veillance and dedicated Security Guards
deployed for each coach.
The sacred circuit:
This expansive tour traces the spiritual
geography of India, guiding devotees from
ancient riverbanks to coastal shrines

The 3 Holy Dhams: Experience deep
ocean devotion at JagannathPuri, cross
the ocean bridge to Rameshwaram, and
seek absolute salvation at Dwarkadhish
Temple.

The 11 Jyotirlingas: Pay homage
atKashiVishwanath (Varanasi),
BaidyanathDham (Deoghar), Mallikarjun,
Bhimashankar, Grishneshwar, Trim-
bakeshwar, Nageshwar, Somnath, Ma-
hakaleshwar (Ujjain), and Omkareshwar.

Cultural Icons: Explore the majestic
Kailash Temple at Ellora (UNESCO World
Heritage Site), the historic Panchvati in
Nashik and the mythical remnants of
Dhanushkodi.
Day wise activities:
The tour starts from Delhi Safdarjung Rail-
way Station for Varanasi. The train
reaches Varanasi on day 2 where passen-
gers visit KashiVishwanath Temple and
corridor along with boat ride before start-
ing for the next destination Jasidih. After
a day dedicated to the darshan of
Baidyanathdham, the train tour arrives at

Puri on the Odisha coast on day 4. After a
leisurely visit of Jagannathdhamand the
Puri beach, and an overnight stay at Puri,
the group proceeds for the next Jyotirlinga,
Mallikarjun up in the hills.
On completion, the journey for the next
destination i.e. Rameshwaramcommences.
Day 7 marks the arrival after a scenic is-
land rail crossing. Post visit of Ra-
manathaswamytemple (second of the
threedham), the next day along with other
key sites like Dhanushkodi and Vibhishan
Temple woven intricately with the Ra-
mayana lore, the train commences its jour-
ney for BhimashankarJyotirlinga located
in the Sahyadri hills. After a night halt at
Pune followed by the darshan, the train
procceds for the next city, Chhatrap-
atiShambhajinagar. Kailash Temple at El-
loraand GrishneshwarJyotirlingaare the
key sites to be explored here. Post sight-
seeing, the train starts for and arrives at
Nashik which marks the closure of day 11.
The next day starts with the excursion to
TrymbakeshwarJyotirlinga on the out-
skirts. Later after covering the holy site of
Panchvati, the train chugs for the destina-
tion, a city that houses the last dham,
Dwarka.
On arrival, the day is at leisure. On day 14,
the devotees after an early morning dar-
shan of Dwarkadhish, followed closely by
NageshwarJyotirlinga and BeytDwark-
aboard the train for the next destination,
Somnath. At Somnath, the passengers will
visit the eponymous temple, the adjoining
beach and BhalkaTirth where Lord Kr-
ishna is believed to have left his mortal
body and ascended for heaven.Ujjain in
Madhya Pradesh is the next and the last
city on this itinerary. After darshan at Ma-
hakaleshwarJyotirlinga, the group pro-
ceeds for the 11th and the last Jyotirlinga
of the circuit, OmkareshwarJyotirlinga on
the banks of Narmada before boarding the
train for Delhi. The tour terminates on day
18 at Delhi Safdarjung Railway Station
with a sense of profound peace and re-
newed purpose.
The Bharat Gaurav Advantage:
Your Train is Your Hotel: Travel comfort-
ably with your luggage securely placed in
dedicated, secure coaches.
Pure vegetarianmeals: Enjoy freshly pre-
pared hygienic vegetarian meals cooked
onboard by professional chefs.
Seamless On-Ground Transit: Step off the
train directly into dedicated AC vehicles for
all local temple transfers and sightseeing.
Comfortable Night Stays: Unwind after
long darshan days with planned overnight
hotel stays in Puri, Rameshwaram, Pune,
Nashik, Dwarka, and Ujjain.
Paramount Safety: Dedicated tour man-
agers, security escorts, and comprehensive
travel insurance ensure complete peace of
mind.
Price and Contact details:
IRCTC has launched limited seats on this
special train tour at an attractive price of
Rs. 1,98,010/-  for AC I class, Rs. 1,81,995/-
for AC II class and Rs. 1,49,965for AC III
Class. Package Price covers train journey,
accommodation in 3 starhotels, all meals
(vegetarian only), all transfer & sight-see-
ing in AC Vehicles, Accidental Travel Insur-
ance and services of IRCTC Tour Manager
etc.
For more details one can visit official web-
site: https://www.irctctourism.com and
book the tour online, on first come first
serve basis on the web portal. For more in-
formation, one can contact on Mobile no.
8595931047 (Monika), 8287930484 (Sub-
hasree), 8287930032 (Abhishek),
8287930299 (Prafulla) and 8882826357
(Praneet).

MI News Service, Kolkata,
June 3, 2026 : In connec-
tion with launching of
girder of Bridge No. 3 be-
tween Sealdah & Bidhan
Nagar Road stations, 15
hours ( from 22:15 hrs. of
06.06.2026  to 13:15 hrs.
of 07.06.2026)  Traffic and
Power block has been
planned on UP & DN sub-
urban lines including Traf-
fic & Power Block for 1
hour on UP Main Line in
Sealdah-Bidhannagar
Road section of Sealdah Di-
vision. Consequently, fol-
lowing arrangements in
train running have been
made:
Cancellation of Trains on
06.06.2026 (Saturday):
Sealdah-Naihati: UP
31443, 31445, 31447 / DN
31442, 31446, 31450.
Sealdah-Ranaghat: UP
31631/ DN 31636.
Sealdah-Bangaon Jn.: UP
33849/DN 33856.
Sealdah-Shantipur: UP
31533/DN 31538.
Sealdah-Kalyani Simanta:
UP  31339, 31343 / DN
31338, 31340.
Sealdah-Dankuni: UP
32249 / DN 32252.
Cancellation of Trains on
07.06.2026 (Sunday):
Sealdah-Bangaon Jn.: UP
33825/DN 33820.

Sealdah-Kalyani Simanta:
UP  31311, 31313, 31317,
31319, 31323 / DN 31312,
31314, 31316, 31318,
31320, 31322.
Sealdah-Naihati: UP
31411, 31471, 31415,
31419 / DN 31414, 31418,
31420, 31426. Sealdah-
Habra: UP 33651, 33653,
33655, 33657 / DN 33652,
33654, 33656, 33658.
Sealdah-Gobardanga: UP
33681/DN 33682.
Sealdah-Ranaghat: UP
31615, 31617, 31629 / DN
31612, 31614, 31616.
Sealdah-Barasat: UP
33431, 33435, 33437 / DN
33432, 33438, 33440.
Sealdah-Duttapukur: UP
33617 / DN 33612, 33622.
Sealdah-Dankuni: UP
32211, 32215, 32219,
32227/ DN 32212, 32216,
32220, 32228. Sealdah-
Barrackpore: UP 31213,
31221/DN 31214, 31222.
Naihati-Kalyani Simanta:
UP 31191.
Short Termination and
Short Origination of Trains:
(i) 31926 DN Gede-Sealdah
Local will be short termi-
nated at Barrackpore on
06.06.2026 (Saturday) and
31911 UP Sealdah-Gede
Local will be short origi-
nated from Barrackpore on
07.06.2026 (Sunday).

(ii) 33858 DN Bangaon Jn.-
Sealdah Local will be short
terminated at Dum Dum
Cantonment on 06.06.2026
(Saturday) and 33815 UP
Sealdah-Bangaon Jn. Local
will be short originated
from Dum Dum Canton-
ment on 07.06.2026 (Sun-
day)
(iii) 31540 DN Shantipur-
Sealdah Local will be short
terminated at Kalyani on
06.06.2026 (Saturday) and
31511 UP Sealdah-Shan-
tipur Local will be short
originated from Kalyani on
07.06.2026 (Sunday).
(iv) 31838 DN Krishnana-
gar City Jn.-Sealdah Local
will be short terminated at
Ranaghat on 06.06.2026
(Saturday).
(v) 31315 UP Sealdah-
Kalyani Simanta Local will
be short terminated at Nai-
hati on 07.06.2026 (Sun-
day) and 30128 DN Kalyani
Simanta-Majerhat Local
will be short originated
from Naihati on
07.06.2026 (Sunday).
(vi) 31512 DN Shantipur-
Sealdah Local will be short
terminated at Naihati on
07.06.2026 (Sunday) and
31513 UP Sealdah-Shan-
tipur Local will be short
originated from Naihati on
07.06.2026 (Sunday).

Regulation Of Trains For Bridge Maintenance Work Over Sealdah Division

MI News Service, Kolkata: On the Occa-
sion of World Bicycle Day 2026; Mera
Yuva Bharat Kolkata South, under gov-
ernment of India in collaboration with
Bengal academy for karate & self defence
organised a Bicycle Rally with over 50
professional Cyclists at Jadavpur Univer-
sity on 3rd June 2026. 

Students of Jadavpur University along
with other sectors participated in this
rally. Over 30 professional Cyclists who
represented India in various events from
2Wheels Kolkata participated. A small
quiz competition was also organised dur-
ing the rally were winners were given ‘My
Bharat ‘Tshirts .

Kolkata observes ‘World Bicycle Day’
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Shivakumar sworn-in as Karnataka CM

Breaking Language Barriers: Eastern Railway Hosts Dynamic Meet to Make Hindi and Regional Tongues More Popular

Regulation of train services due to safety related modernisation works in Khurda Road Division

Kanchrapara Railway Hospital Organizes ‘Nukkar Natak’ and 
Awareness Drive for TB Mukta Bharat Abhiyaan

Quenching Thirst, Cooling Journeys: How Eastern Railway Is Beating 
The Scorching Heat With 24X7 Devotion To Passenger Comfort

Short Termination / Short Origination 
Of Trains For Platform Upgradation 

Work At Puri Station

MI News Service, Bengaluru:    Af-
ter days of high political drama, State 
Congress President D K Shivakumar 
was sworn-in as the new Chief minis-
ter of Karnataka on Wednesday.

Some Congress MLAs also took 
oath as ministers in a ceremony 
which was held at the Lok Bhavan 
here this afternoon..

The 64-year-old Vokkaliga strong-
man, who was elected as leader of 
the Congress Legislature Party in 
Karnataka on May 30, was adminis-
tered the oath of office and secrecy 
by Governor Thaawarchand Gehlot 
at 4.05 pm at Lok Bhavan's Glass 
House.

Congress' DK Shivakumar was 
sworn in as Karnataka Chief minis-
ter, replacing the previous incumbent 
Siddaramaiah , along with 13 minis-
ters. Among the ministers who took 
oath in Shivakumar's new cabinet is 
also Siddaramaiah’s son Yathindra. 
This major political shift comes in 
Karnataka after a long drawn power 
tussle in the state. Congress came to 
power in the state in May 2023 and 

an arrangement was made under 
which, both frontrunners for the top 
post — Siddaramaiah and DK Shiva-
kumar — were to split the five-year 

tenure to serve as Chief ministers of 
Karnataka.

Security was beefed up outside DK 
Shivakumar's residence on Wednes-

day morning . Posters of Shivakumar 
celebrating his elevation were put 
across the city ahead of the much an-
ticipated oath ceremony.

As Siddaramaiah braces himself to 
move on from the role of Karnataka 
Chief minister, he got a key role in 
the party ahead of Shivakumar's oath 
ceremony and  named as a member 
of the Congress Working Committee.

A party statement said that Con-
gress chief Mallikarjun Kharge ap-
pointed Siddaramaiah as member 
of the Congress Working Committee 
with immediate effect.

After today’s  swear- in ceremo-
ny of Shivakumar as the 34th Chief 
Minister of Karnataka, the leadership 
transition from outgoing Chief Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah has been complet-
ed  that started last week.

Hours before the swearing in cer-
emony, the Congress released a list 
of 13 cabinet ministers who were to 
be sworn in along with the CM. While 
the Congress has decided to appoint 
G. Parameshwara as the the Deputy 
Chief Minister, the other names in-

clude Yathindra Siddaramaiah, U.T. 
Khader, M.B. Patil, K.J. George, K.H. 
Muniyappa, Satish Jarkiholi, Rama-
linga Reddy, Krishna Byregowda, 
Priyank Kharge, Ishwar Khandre, 
Byrathi Suresh and Sharan Prakash 
Patil. The Cabinet is expected to be 
expanded after Rajya Sabha elec-
tions. 

Among the Congress leaders at-
tending the swearing-in ceremony 
include the Leader of Opposition in 
the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi, Lead-
er of Opposition in Rajya Sabha Mal-
likarjun Kharge, and Congress Chief 
Ministers V.D. Satheeshan (Kerala), 
Revanth Reddy (Telengana) and 
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu (Himachal 
Pradesh). A host of religious leaders, 
students, pourakarmikas, farmers’ 
leaders, Dalit leaders and Kanna-
da activists were also invited to the 
event.

Siddaramaiah resigned as CM last 
week, as directed by the Congress 
high command, paving the way for 
Shivakumar to take the coveted po-
sition.

MI News Service, Kolkata:   How do you connect thousands 
of railway employees and millions of daily passengers? Through 
the power of language! To celebrate and boost the use of Hindi 
and local languages, Eastern Railway hosted its quarterly Zonal 
Railway Official Language Implementation Committee meeting 
today at the New Conference Hall, reviewing the progress made 
during the January–March 2026 quarter. The high-powered 
event was chaired by General Manager Shri Milind Deouskar and 
conducted in a true hybrid style. Top bosses, principal heads of 
departments, heads of departments, the Chief Official Language 
Officer, and the enthusiastic staff of the Official Language De-
partment gathered in person at the headquarters, while division 
and workshop officers from across the zone dialed in actively via 
video conferencing.

The event kicked off with a warm welcome from Shri Vikram 
Singh, the Deputy General Manager of the Official Language De-
partment, who greeted the General Manager, Additional General 
Manager, Chief Official Language Officer, and all departmental 
heads and members. He then invited Shri Parmanand Sharma, 
who serves as both the Chief Official Language Officer and Prin-
cipal Chief Mechanical Engineer, to deliver the welcome address. 
Taking the stage, Shri Sharma shared the fantastic news that the 
past year has been highly satisfactory and successful for spread-
ing the official language across Eastern Railway. To keep this 

momentum going, he urged all divisions to organize lively official 
language programs at their major stations, creating a vibrant 
environment where Hindi becomes popular among both the 
hardworking railway staff and the millions of passengers passing 
through daily. He also encouraged employees to execute the max-
imum amount of their daily official work in Hindi.

When General Manager Shri Milind Deouskar addressed the 
gathering, he brought an inspiring and inclusive vision to the ta-
ble, emphasizing the need to heavily promote Hindi while ensur-
ing its daily application in official office work. He strongly urged 
all officers and employees who are already proficient in Hindi to 
actively work in the language, and suggested that training insti-
tutes increase their use of regional languages and Hindi to make 
training more effective. In a move to make travel seamless and 
comfortable for the general public, the General Manager stated 

that stations must beautifully balance and use Bengali, Hindi, 
and local regional languages together, proving that the official 
language can be developed hand-in-hand with the local culture. 
He reiterated that major stations should host meaningful and 
useful programs in the official language while simultaneously 
maximizing the use of regional tongues.

In an exciting grand finale to the speeches, the General Man-
ager officially unveiled the fresh January–March 2026 edition of 
Eastern Railway’s headquarters magazine, "Pratibimb." Follow-
ing this big reveal, the Deputy General Manager of the Official 
Language Department led a productive discussion on the official 
agenda items, and after a heartfelt vote of thanks, the engaging 
session wrapped up, charting a bright, multilingual path forward 
for the railways.

Reflecting on the success of the meet, Chief Public Relations 
Officer of Eastern Railway, Shri Shibram Majhi, issued a state-
ment highlighting that language is the ultimate bridge between 
the railways and the public. He emphasized that by integrating 
Hindi with local and regional languages like Bengali at our major 
stations, Eastern Railway is not just communicating, but building 
a deeper connection with every passenger. He reiterated the Pub-
lic Relations department's commitment to actively broadcasting 
and supporting these multi-lingual initiatives across all platforms 
to ensure every traveler feels at home.

MI News Service, Kolkata:   For Suman Das 
(name changed), a daily commuter from Naiha-
ti to Sealdah, summer used to bring unspoken 
dread. "Traveling by train in this brutal heat 
weather was a nightmare," Suman recalls. "Be-
fore, no cold water was available on the plat-
forms. Today, it is so easy. I step off the train, 
and cool water is right there. It feels like some-
one cares." His relief highlights a compassion-
ate transformation across Eastern Railway. As 
summer heat waves intensify, the railway work-
force works 24/7, ensuring passenger travel is 
comfortable. Under the dynamic leadership of 
General Manager Shri Milind Deouskar, tech-
nical data has become a lifeline, systematically 
blanketing stations and service hubs with vital 
cooling infrastructure.

The scale of this campaign is deeply reflected 
in Eastern Railway’s official records. Building 
on a foundation where 284 new water cool-
ers were completed in the 2025–26 financial 
year—bringing total cumulative installations to 

518 by March 2026—the administration set a 
sharp target of 100 additional units for 2026–27. 
Demonstrating an unprecedented pace, workers 
completed a remarkable 87 new installations 
in the single month of April 2026. This rapid 
ground-level progress spans multiple divisions.

In the Sealdah (SDAH) Division, 06 new 
high-capacity water coolers of 120 Liters capac-
ity each have been installed and commissioned 
for cold drinking water. This includes 06 new 
numbers: 02 at NKG Carshed, 01 at Phulia, 01 
at CRE Health Unit Ranaghat, and 02 at Bar-
rackpore RPF Barrack, along with 01 number 
replacement water cooler at Ranaghat station. 
This builds directly upon the April '25 cycle 
where 06 identical 120-liter units were placed 
at NKG Carshed (02), Phulia (01), CRE Health 
Unit/Ranaghat (01), and Barrackpore RPF Bar-
rack (02), alongside a historical deployment of 
32 numbers of 120 Liters water coolers at the 
Kanchrapara Workshop.

Simultaneously, the Asansol (ASN) Division 

commissioned 36 numbers of brand-new, high-
tech Water Coolers of 150 Liters capacity cum 
Purifiers of 120 Liters capacity for cold drinking 
water. This marks a major upgrade from the pre-
vious April '25 data, which recorded 45 numbers 
of 15 Liters capacity units across various stations 
and service buildings. In the Malda Town (MLDT) 
Division, 02 numbers of New Water Coolers of 
150 Liters capacity were commissioned at Khal-
tipur and Dhulian Ganga Station for cold drink-
ing water, expanding upon the past April '25 
footprint which brought 02 numbers of 120 Liter 
capacity units to Khaltipur and Dhulian Ganga.

Furthering passenger amenities, the Malda 
Town Division also provided 5 numbers of Split 
AC at the newly modernized Amrit Bharat Sta-
tion Scheme (ABSS) building of Jangipur Road 
station. These are strategically deployed inside 
the 1st class waiting room (2 units), Reserve 
lounge (1 unit), Executive Lounge (1 unit), and 
the SS Chamber (1 unit) to offer a cool haven 
from the crushing summer heat.

MI News Service,  
Bhubaneswar:   In view of 
safety related modernisation 
works being undertaken in 
the Khurda Road Division of 
East Coast Railway, temporary 
changes in the operation of 
certain express and passen-
ger trains have been notified 
during the month of June 2026. 
These measures are essential 
for facilitating infrastructure 

upgradation and ensuring safer 
and more efficient train opera-
tions in the future.

As part of the traffic and pow-
er block arrangements, some 
trains will be short terminated at 
Malatipatapur and correspond-
ing return services will originate 
from Malatipatapur instead of 
Puri on specified dates.

The affected trains include:
• Train No. 12146 Puri–
Lokmanya Tilak Terminus 
Superfast Express will orig-
inate from Malatipatpur on 
9th and 16th June 2026 and 
Train No. 12145 Lokmanya 
Tilak Terminus–Puri Super-
fast Express will terminate at 
Malatipatpur on 7th and 14th 
June 2026.

• Train No. 12993 Gand-
hidham–Puri Express will 
terminate at Malatipatpur on 
5th and 12th June 2026 and 
Train No. 12994 Puri–Gand-

hidham Express will originate 
from Malatipatpur on 8th and 
15th June 2026.

• Train No. 15643 Puri–Ka-
makhya Express will originate 
from Malatipatpur on 6th, 13th 
and 20th June 2026 and Train 
No. 15644 Kamakhya–Puri Ex-
press will terminate at Malati-
patpur on 4th, 11th and 18th 
June 2026.

• Train No. 22973 Gand-
hidham–Puri Superfast Express 
will terminate at Malatipatpur 
on 3rd, 10th and 17th June 
2026. Train No. 22974 Puri–
Gandhidham Superfast Express 
will originate from Malatipat-
pur on 6th, 13th and 20th June 
2026.

• Train No. 17480 Tirupati–
Puri Express will terminate at 
Malatipatpur on 3rd, 5th, 6th, 
8th, 9th, 10th, 12th, 13th, 15th, 
16th, 17th, 19th and 20th June 
2026. Train No. 17479 Puri–

Tirupati Express will originate 
from Malatipatpur on 4th, 5th, 
7th, 8th, 10th, 11th, 12th, 15th, 
17th, 18th and 19th June 2026.

• Train No. 22201 Sealdah–
Puri Duranto Express will termi-
nate at Malatipatpur on 5th, 8th, 
10th, 12th, 15th, 17th and 19th 
June 2026 and Train No. 22202 
Puri–Sealdah Duranto Express 
will originate from Malatipatpur 
on 4th, 6th, 9th, 11th, 13th, 16th, 
18th and 20th June 2026.

• Train No. 20917 Indore–
Puri Express Humsafar will ter-
minate at Malatipatpur on 9th 
and 16th June 2026 and Train 
No. 20918 Puri–Indore Humsa-
far Express will originate from 
Malatipatpur on 4th, 11th and 
18th June 2026.

• Train No. 20471 Sri Gan-
ganagar–Puri Express will ter-
minate at Malatipatpur on 7th 
and 14th June 2026 and Train 
No. 20472 Puri–Sri Ganganagar 

Express will originate from 
Malatipatpur on 10th and 17th 
June 2026.

• Train No. 15640 Ka-
makhya–Puri Express will ter-
minate at Malatipatpur on 7th 
and 14th June 2026 and Train 
No. 15639 Puri–Kamakhya 
Express will originate from 
Malatipatpur on 9th and 16th 
June 2026.

Cancellation of Train Services
• Train No. 68409/68410 

Khurda Road–Puri–Khurda 
Road MEMU services will re-
main cancelled from 4th to 
19th June 2026.

S h o r t - T e r m i n a t i o n /
Short-Origination of Trains

• Train No. 18303/18304 
Sambalpur–Pur i–Sambal -
pur Intercity Express will be 
short-originated from and 
short-terminated at Sakhigopal 
from 4th to 20th June 2026.

• Similarly, Train No. 

68413/68414 Talcher–Puri–
Talcher MEMU and Train 
No. 68441/68442 Jaleswar–
Puri–Jaleswar MEMU will be 
short-originated from and 
short-terminated at Khurda 
Road station instead of Puri 
from 4th to 20th June 2026.

• Train No. 18125 Rourkela–
Puri Express will be short-ter-
minated at Khurda Road station 
from 4th to 19th June 2026.

• Train No. 18126 Puri–
Rourkela Express will be 
short-originated from Khurda 
Road station from 5th to 20th 
June 2026.

Passengers are advised to 
take note of the schedule and 
plan their journeys according-
ly. For updated train informa-
tion, passengers may visit the 
National Train Enquiry System 
(NTES) or use official railway 
enquiry services before com-
mencing their journey.

MI News Service, Kolkata:   
Under the dynamic leadership 
of Shri Milind Deouskar, Gen-
eral Manager, Eastern Railway, 
a vibrant awareness campaign 
and Nukkar Natak (street play) 
was organized on 29.05.26 at 
Kanchrapara Railway Station. 
As part of the national mission 
to eliminate Tuberculosis, this 
initiative by the Health and 
Family Welfare Department of 
the Workshop Railway Hospital, 
Kanchrapara, was executed un-
der the able guidance of Dr. S. 
Chattopadhyay (ACMS/H&FW/
KPA) and supervised by Dr. Su-
jata Kundu (ACMS/Admin/KPA). 
The event successfully drew a 
large crowd of railway employ-
ees, medical staff, and the gen-
eral public.

During the event, Dr. Sujata 
Kundu delivered an expert lec-
ture highlighting India’s current 

TB burden and the critical im-
portance of the ongoing 100-
Days Campaign. She educated 
the gathering on the core caus-
es, signs, and symptoms of the 
disease, emphasizing that time-
ly detection and early medical 
intervention are key to saving 
lives.

A major highlight of the pro-
gram was a powerful street 

play performed by the talented 
Drama Team of Kanchrapara 
Workshop (KPAW). Through 
an engaging and creative per-
formance, the team effectively 
communicated the early warn-
ing signs of TB, such as a per-
sistent cough, sudden weight 
loss, and night sweats. The dra-
ma also tackled the social stig-
ma associated with the disease, 

emphasizing the need for strong 
family support and the absolute 
necessity of completing the full 
course of medication to prevent 
dangerous Drug-Resistant TB.

The performance resonated 
deeply with the audience, suc-
cessfully breaking down com-
plex health information into a 
relatable format.

The successful program con-
cluded with a formal vote of 
thanks delivered by Dr. Sujata 
Kundu, who expressed grati-
tude to the participants, rail-
way staff, and the enthusiastic 
public for supporting this vital 
health drive.

Chief Public Relations Officer, 
Eastern Railway, Shri Shibram 
Majhi stated that Eastern Rail-
way remains deeply committed 
to public health initiatives. He 
emphasized that grassroots 
campaigns like 'Nukkar Natak' 
play a pivotal role in dispelling 
myths, combating social stigma, 
and driving the collective mo-
mentum needed to realize the 
vision of a TB Mukta Bharat.

MI News Service, Kolkata:    Due to 
upgradation work at Puri station in Khurda 
Road Division over East Cost Railway, fol-
lowing trains will be short terminated at / 
Short Originated from Maltipatpur station:
• 15643 Puri – Kamakhaya Express 
(journey commencing on 06.06.2026, 
13.06.2026 & 20.06.2026) will be short 
originated from Maltipatpur.
• 15644 Kamakhya - Puri Express (journey 
commencing on 04.06.2026, 11.06.2026 
& 18.06.2026) will be short terminated at 
Maltipatpur.
• 22201 Sealdah – Puri Duronto Express  
(journey commencing on 05.06.2026, 
08.06.2026, 10.06.2026, 12.06.2026, 
15.06.2026, 17.06.2026  & 19.06.2026) will 
be short terminated at Maltipatpur.
• 22202 Puri – Sealdah Duronto Express 
(journey commencing on 04.06.2026, 
06.06.2026, 09.06.2026, 11.06.2026, 
13.06.2026, 16.06.2026, 18.06.2026  & 
20.06.2026) will be short originated from 
Maltipatpur.
• 15640 Kamakhaya- Puri  Express 
(journey commencing on 07.06.2026  & 
14.06.2026) will be short terminated at 
Maltipatpur.
• 15639 Puri – Kamakhaya Express 
(journey commencing on 09.06.2026 & 
16.06.2026) will be short originated from 
Maltipatpur.
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Night blindness is a type of
vision disorder also known as
nyctalopia. People with night
blindness experience poor
vision at night or in low-light
environments. As darkness
falls, their ability to see
diminishes significantly-often
to the point where they can
barely see at all. While people
with normal vision can man-
age their daily tasks even
with minimal light, doing so is
extremely difficult for those
suffering from this condition.

Although the term "night
blindness" implies that you
cannot see at all during the
night, this is not strictly the
case. You may simply experi-
ence increased difficulty see-
ing or driving in the dark. In
medical terminology, this con-
dition is referred to as nyc-
talopia. This impairment can
occur when the rod cells
located in the retina become
weakened. Essentially, rod
cells play a crucial role in
detecting low-light conditions
and facilitating neural trans-
mission-that is, sending sig-
nals to the brain cells-a func-
tion they are unable to per-
form effectively when this dis-
order is present.

What are the Symptoms
of Night Blindness?

Here are some common
symptoms associated with
night blindness:

Difficulty seeing in low
light: People suffering from
night blindness often struggle
to see in low-light situations,
such as during the evening
hours or in dimly lit rooms.
They may experience blurred
vision or have trouble distin-
guishing objects in the dark.

Decreased visual acuity at
night: Vision can deteriorate
significantly in low-light con-
ditions, making it challenging
to navigate through dimly lit
environments or to see clear-
ly in the dark.

Increased sensitivity to
glare: While night blindness is

characterized by difficulty
seeing in low light, some indi-
viduals may also experience
heightened sensitivity to
glare-specifically from
sources such as oncoming
headlights or bright lights-
when in the dark. Delayed
adaptation to darkness:
People suffering from night
blindness may take longer to
adjust to changes in light lev-
els-such as moving from a
well-lit area into a darker
environment.

Difficulty driving at night:
Due to reduced visibility and
difficulty recognizing objects
on the road, night blindness
can make driving at night
particularly challenging.

Decreased peripheral
vision in low light: Peripheral
vision may be compromised
in dim light conditions, result-
ing in a narrowed field of
view and potential difficulties
in detecting objects or obsta-
cles at the edges.

Poor depth perception: In
low-light situations, individu-
als with night blindness may
face challenges with depth
perception, making it difficult
to accurately estimate dis-
tances.

What are the causes of

night blindness?
Night blindness

(Nyctalopia) is an eye condi-
tion that can stem from var-
ious ocular disorders, most
of which are treatable. The
following are considered to
be the primary causes
behind night blindness:

Vitamin A deficiency:
Vitamin A plays a crucial role
in maintaining healthy vision,
particularly in low-light con-
ditions. A deficiency in
Vitamin A can lead to night
blindness and other visual
impairments.

Hereditary retinal disor-
ders: Certain genetic condi-
tions affecting the retina-such
as Retinitis Pigmentosa-can
cause night blindness. These
conditions may lead to pro-
gressive vision loss over time.

Cataracts: The clouding of
the eye's natural lens caused
by cataracts can obstruct the
flow of light reaching the reti-
na, thereby impairing vision
in low-light environments,
including night vision.
Glaucoma: Glaucoma is a
group of eye conditions that
can damage the optic nerve
and lead to vision loss. In
some cases, glaucoma can
affect night vision.

Diabetic Retinopathy:
Diabetes can damage the
blood vessels in the retina,
leading to diabetic retinopa-
thy. This condition can affect
both night vision and overall
visual acuity.

Age-related Macular
Degeneration (AMD): AMD is
a progressive eye condition
that affects the macula-the
central part of the retina
responsible for sharp central
vision. In advanced stages,
AMD can impair night vision.

Certain Medications: Some
medications-such as certain
antihistamines, antidepres-
sants, and high blood pres-
sure medications-can cause
side effects, such as changes
in pupil dilation or retinal
function, that affect night
vision.

Keratoconus: Keratoconus
is a progressive eye disorder
in which the cornea thins and
changes shape, resulting in
distorted vision and difficulty
seeing at night.

Retinal Detachment:
Retinal detachment-a med-
ical emergency in which the
retina separates from its
underlying layers-can cause
sudden changes in vision,
including night blindness.

What is Night Blindness?

If you are struggling with
night blindness, your eye
doctor will first likely con-
duct various examinations
and ask you several ques-
tions regarding your condi-
tion. We have discussed
some of these questions ear-
lier in this text. Additionally,
the eye doctor may recom-
mend that you undergo
blood tests, Vitamin A level
tests, and glucose level tests.

In addition to these tests,
the doctor will advise you to
undergo a comprehensive
eye examination to deter-
mine the underlying cause
of your night blindness. If
your night blindness is
caused by nearsightedness,
cataracts, or a Vitamin A
deficiency, treating the con-
dition is relatively straight-
forward.

To treat night blindness,
the doctor may recommend
the use of corrective lenses
or glasses to ensure you can
see clearly both during the
day and at night.
Furthermore, the doctor can
help you find relief from
night blindness through the
following methods:

Cataract Treatment:
Cataracts can be resolved
quite easily through sur-
gery. During this procedure,
the surgeon replaces the
patient's clouded lens with a
clear, artificial lens.
Following the surgery, the
patient's night blindness
will improve significantly if
cataracts were the underly-
ing cause.

Addressing Vitamin A
Deficiency: If the patient has
low Vitamin A levels, the
doctor may recommend

Vitamin A supplements to
replenish the body's supply.
Be sure to take these sup-
plements exactly as direct-
ed.

Genetic Conditions:
Genetic conditions that
cause night blindness-such
as Retinitis Pigmentosa-are
currently untreatable. The
specific gene responsible for
pigment formation in the
retina does not respond to
corrective lenses or surgical
interventions.

How can I prevent night
blindness?

You cannot prevent night
blindness that results from
birth defects or genetic con-
ditions, such as Usher syn-
drome. However, you can
properly monitor your blood
sugar levels and maintain a
balanced diet to reduce the
likelihood of developing
night blindness. Consume
foods rich in antioxidants,
vitamins, and minerals,
which can help prevent
cataracts. Additionally,
choose foods with high lev-
els of Vitamin A to minimize
the risk of night blindness.

Here are some tips to help
prevent night blindness:

Maintain a Healthy Diet:
Ensure that your diet
includes Vitamin A-rich
foods such as carrots, sweet
potatoes, spinach, kale, and
liver. Vitamin A is essential
for good vision, particularly
in low-light conditions.

Consider Nutritional
Supplements: If you have a
deficiency in Vitamin A or
other nutrients vital for eye
health, consult a healthcare
provider regarding appro-
priate supplements to
improve your nutritional
intake. Protect Your Eyes
from UV Radiation: To
shield your eyes from harm-
ful ultraviolet rays-which
can contribute to eye dam-
age and vision problems
over time-wear sunglasses
that offer UV protection.

Undergo Routine Eye
Examinations: Schedule
regular eye check-ups with
an eye care professional to
monitor your eye health,
detect any early signs of eye
conditions, and promptly
address any vision-related

issues. Manage Underlying
Health Conditions: If you
suffer from diabetes, high
blood pressure, or other
medical conditions that may
impact eye health, work
closely with your healthcare
provider to effectively man-
age these conditions and
prevent complications that
could lead to night blind-
ness.

Avoid Smoking: Smoking
can have detrimental effects
on eye health and increases
the risk of developing eye
conditions-including night
blindness-that can impair
vision. Quitting smoking can
help protect your vision.

Practice good eye
hygiene: Avoid eye strain by
taking breaks while working
on screens, ensure proper
lighting in your workspace,
and maintain good hygiene
to prevent eye infections
that could affect your vision.

Protect your eyes from
injury: Use appropriate eye
protection when engaging in
activities that pose a risk of
eye injury-such as sports,
construction work, or activi-
ties involving chemicals or
sharp objects.

Exercise regularly:
Regular physical activity
can help improve blood cir-
culation and overall health,
thereby benefiting your eye
health and reducing the risk
of developing eye conditions
that affect vision.

Get enough sleep:
Adequate rest is crucial for
maintaining overall health
and ensuring optimal eye
function. Make sure you get
sufficient sleep every night
to promote good eye health.

How can night blindness be treated?

A
n 18-month meditation pro-
gramme can increase the well-
being of older persons, according

to a new randomised controlled trial
led by an international team co-direct-
ed by UCL.

The findings, published in PLOS
ONE, show that meditation can
improve people's awareness, connec-
tion to others, and insight.

While the meditation training did
not confer significant benefits on two
commonly used measures of psycho-
logical wellbeing and quality of life, the
researchers say their findings may
reveal limitations in existing methods
of tracking wellbeing.

Lead author Marco Schlosser (UCL
Psychiatry and University of Geneva)
said: "As the global population ages, it
is increasingly crucial to understand
how we can support older adults in
maintaining and deepening their psy-
chological wellbeing. In our study, we
tested whether long-term meditation
training can enhance important dimen-
sions of wellbeing. Our findings suggest
that meditation is a promising non-

pharmacological approach to support
human flourishing in late life."

The study is the longest randomised
meditation training trial conducted to
date, and explored the impact of an 18-
month meditation programme on the
psychological wellbeing of more than
130 healthy French-speaking people
aged 65 to 84. The study, led by
Principal Investigator Professor Gael
Chetelat, took place in Caen, France. It
was conducted by the European
Union's Horizon 2020-funded Medit-
Ageing (Silver Sante Study) research
group which involves UCL, Inserm,
University of Geneva, Universite de
Caen Normandy, Lyon Neuroscience
Research Center, University of Liege,
Technische Universitat Dresden, and
Friedrich Schiller University Jena.

The researchers compared a medi-
tation programme, which included a
nine-month mindfulness module fol-
lowed by a nine-month loving kindness
and compassion module, delivered by
weekly group sessions (two hours
long), daily home practice (at least 20
minutes), and one retreat day, with a

group that did English language train-
ing (as a comparison group) and a no-
intervention control group.

The team found that meditation
training significantly impacted a global

score that measures the wellbeing
dimensions of awareness, connection,
and insight. Awareness describes an
undistracted and intimate attentive-
ness to one's thoughts, feelings, and

surroundings, which can support a
sense of calm and deep satisfaction.
Connection captures feelings such as
respect, gratitude, and kinship that can
support more positive relationships
with others. Insight refers to a self-
knowledge and understanding of how
thoughts and feelings participate in
shaping our perception - and how to
transform unhelpful patterns of
thought relating to ourselves and the
world. The benefits of meditation
training to an established measure of
psychological quality of life were not
superior to English language training,
while neither intervention significantly
impacted another widely used measure
of psychological wellbeing. The
researchers suggest this may be
because these two established meas-
ures do not cover the qualities and
depth of human flourishing that can
potentially be cultivated by longer-
term meditation training, so benefits to
awareness, connection and insight are
missed. The programme did not bene-
fit everyone equally, as participants
who reported lower levels of psycho-

logical wellbeing at the start of the trial
showed greater improvements com-
pared to those who already had higher
levels of wellbeing.

Co-author Dr Natalie Marchant
(UCL Psychiatry) said: "We hope that
further research will clarify which peo-
ple are most likely to benefit from med-
itation training, as it may confer
stronger benefits on some specific
groups. Now that we have evidence
that meditation training can help older
adults, we hope that further refine-
ments in partnership with colleagues
from other research disciplines could
make meditation programmes even
more beneficial."

Senior author Dr Antoine Lutz (Lyon
Neuroscience Research Center, Inserm,
France) said: "By showing the potential
of meditation programmes, our find-
ings pave the way for more targeted
and effective programmes that can
help older adults flourish, as we seek
to go beyond simply preventing disease
or ill-health, and instead take a holistic
approach to helping people across the
full spectrum of human wellbeing." 

A
dolescents and young
adults who had adverse
childhood experiences

(ACEs) prior to the age of 18
were shown to have a much
higher likelihood of exhibiting
signs of muscle dysmorphia,
according to a recent study.

The findings were pub-
lished in the Clinical Social
Work Journal.

These new findings empha-
size the need for greater
understanding of the relation-
ship between muscle dysmor-
phia, or the pathological pur-
suit of muscularity, and
adverse childhood experiences
(such as emotional abuse, sex-
ual abuse, and domestic vio-
lence), as prior research has
shown that over half of North
American children and adoles-
cents experience at least one
adverse childhood experience
in their lifetime.

"Those who experience
adverse childhood experiences
may engage in the pursuit of
muscularity to compensate for
experiences where they once
felt inferior, small, and at risk,
as well as to protect against
future victimization," says lead

author Kyle T. Ganson, PhD,
MSW, an assistant professor at
the University of Toronto's
Factor-Inwentash Faculty of
Social Work. "The experience
of adverse childhood experi-
ences may also increase body
dissatisfaction, specifically
muscle dissatisfaction, which is
a key feature of muscle dys-
morphia." Previous studies
have shown that adverse expe-
riences in childhood can lead to
harmful health effects. While
prior research has demonstrat-
ed that adverse childhood
experiences are highly com-
mon in people with eating dis-
orders and body dysmorphic
disorder, few studies have
looked at the association
between adverse childhood
experiences and muscle dys-
morphia.

The study's researchers
analyzed data from over 900
adolescents and young adults
who participated in the
Canadian Study of Adolescent
Health Behaviors. In total, 16%
of participants who experi-
enced five or more adverse
childhood experiences were at
clinical risk for muscle dysmor-

phia, underscoring the signifi-
cant traumatic effects that such
experiences can have on men-
tal health and well-being. 

“Importantly, our study
found that gender was an
important factor in the rela-
tionship between adverse
childhood experiences and
muscle dysmorphia symp-
toms," says Ganson. "Boys and
young men in the study who
have experienced five or more
adverse childhood experiences
had significantly greater mus-
cle dysmorphia symptoms
when compared to girls and
young women." The authors
note that boys and young men
who experience adverse child-
hood experiences may feel that
their masculinity was threat-
ened from these experiences.
Therefore, they engage in the
pursuit of muscularity to
demonstrate their adherence
to masculine gender norms
such as dominance, aggres-
sion, and power.

"It is important for health
care professionals to assess for
symptoms of muscle dysmor-
phia, including muscle dissatis-
faction and functional.

Meditation training can support wellbeing in older people: Research

Researchers find link between adverse
childhood experiences, muscle dysmorphia

Study reveals type of childhood leukaemia
originates during foetal development

BARCELONA : Acute myeloid leukaemia is the sec-
ond most prevalent type of acute leukaemia in child-
hood, and it can be detected within a few months of
life. The disease's early beginning raised the possi-
bility that the cancer originated before birth.
However, validating this notion has been difficult due
to the scarcity of prenatal or newborn samples.

The opportunity to study the origin of this
leukaemia arose from the case of a five-month-old
baby diagnosed with acute myeloid leukaemia at the
Hospital Nino Jesus in Madrid,' explained Pablo
Menendez, ICREA professor at the University of
Barcelona and the Josep Carreras Institute.

'The parents, who had preserved the umbilical
cord blood, opened a line of research that until now
had not been possible to address,' added the
researcher.

Using precision medicine techniques, researchers
analysed the complete genome of the tumour. Unlike
tumours in adults, where thousands of mutations are
detected, only two chromosomal alterations were
identified in this leukaemia. 'Genome analysis
allowed us to design a personalised diagnostic
method to monitor the disease,' says Xose S. Puente,
Professor of Biochemistry at the University of
Barcelona. Puente, Professor of Biochemistry and
Molecular Biology at the University of Oviedo. 'But
these data raise new questions, such as when the
tumour arose and in what order these mutations
have appeared,' he highlights. These questions are

difficult to answer, since such research requires
blood samples from the baby before the diagnosis,
something that is impossible in the vast majority of
cases. However, in this particular case, the existence
of a frozen umbilical cord sample allowed
researchers to separate different populations of
blood cells at birth and to study whether any of the
chromosomal alterations detected in the tumour
were already present during foetal development.

The study revealed that a translocation between
chromosome 7 and 12 was already present in some
haematopoietic stem cells in the umbilical cord. In
contrast, the other chromosomal alteration, a tri-
somy of chromosome 19, was not present in the foe-
tus, but was found in all tumour cells, suggesting
that it contributes to increasing the malignancy of
the leukemic cells. 'These data are highly relevant
for understanding the development of a devastating
disease, and the existence of this umbilical cord sam-

ple was crucial to be able for conducting a study that
had been impossible until now in acute myeloid
leukaemia', adds Talia Velasco, researcher at the
Josep Carreras Institute and the University of
Barcelona and co-leader of the study. In addition to
reconstructing the genomic alterations that the
cells undergo to generate this leukaemia, the study
has also identified a molecular mechanism that had
not been observed before in this type of leukaemia
and which causes the activation of a gene, called
MNX1, which is frequently altered in this type of
tumour. Knowledge of these alterations is essential
for developing cell and animal models that allow us
to understand the disease's evolution and develop
new therapies for treating these pathologies. The
study has been led by Xose S. Puente, Professor of
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology at the University
of Oviedo-IUOPA, Talia Velasco and Pablo Menendez,
from the Josep Carreras Institute and the University of
Barcelona, with participation from researchers from
four other institutions, including the Hospital Infantil
Universitario Nino Jesus, the Hospital Universitario
Central de Asturias, the Instituto de Biomedicina y
Biotecnologia de Cantabria and the Instituto de
Investigacion Sanitaria La Princesa de Madrid. This
research has been made possible thanks to the collab-
oration of the parents and funding from the Ministry
of Science, Innovation and Universities, the European
Research Council, the AECC Scientific Foundation, the
Foundation Unoentrecienmil.
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MI News Service, London:
Britain's economic growth
is expected to remain sub-
dued through 2026 and
2027 due to the fallout
from the Middle East con-
flict, according to the latest
economic forecast released
Tuesday by the British
Chambers of Commerce
(BCC).

The BCC revised its
forecast for gross domestic
product growth in 2026 to
0.9 percent from 1 percent
in the previous forecast,
and predicted the economy
to expand 1 percent in
2027 and 1.3 percent in
2028.

Citing the conflict as a

major economic drag, the
BCC said business invest-
ment is forecast to shrink
sharply, contracting by 2.2
percent in 2026 and 0.1
percent in 2027 before re-

covering to grow 2.3 per-
cent in 2028.

Consumer price infla-
tion, measured by the Con-
sumer Prices Index (CPI),
is expected to rise again in

the coming months after
easing in April. Driven by
energy and shipping cost
hikes, inflation is expected
to peak at 3.8 percent in
the fourth quarter of this
year before easing to 2.3
percent by the end of
2027, and further to 2 per-
cent by the end of 2028,
the BCC said.

This year's unemploy-
ment rate is forecast to
rise to 5.2 percent and
then reach 5.5 percent in
2027. Youth unemploy-
ment rate will hit 16.9 per-
cent in 2026 and continue
to climb to 17.8 percent in
2027.

"While the UK econ-

omy has shown some wel-
come resilience this year,
the expected headline
growth figure of 0.9 per-
cent for 2026 masks un-
derlying concerns," said
David Bharier, deputy di-
rector of Economics and
Insights at the BCC.

Britain's economy "re-
mains trapped in a cycle
where each recovery is in-
terrupted before gaining
traction, and firms go back
on the defensive," he said,
adding that high youth un-
employment rate risks
weakening the skills
pipeline needed to support
the country's future econ-
omy.

MI News Service, Guru-
gram: Gurugram Police
has arrested a woman
after she uploaded a video
in which she claimed to
have cooked beef for West
Bengal’s new chief minis-
ter, police said on Wednes-
day, June 3.

Jyotsna Bibi, who is a
resident of West Bengal‘s
South Dinajpur district and
worked as a domestic help
in Gurugram’s Chakkarpur
area, was arrested for al-
legedly hurting religious
sentiments, they said,
adding that the police also
seized her mobile phone.

According to the police,
on May 30, the Chakkarpur
Police chowki received in-
formation that a contro-
versy had erupted over a
video related to beef.

The complainant, Di-
nesh Yadav, a resident of
Chakkarpur village,
showed an apparently
taunting video in which a
woman allegedly said, “I
have cooked up some beef
just for you (West Bengal
chief minister).” “You
didn’t let me perform the
‘Qurbani’ (sacrifice) this

time around,” she said.
Following the com-

plaint, the police regis-
tered an FIR at the Sector
29 police station and ar-
rested Bibi on May 30. She
was sent into judicial cus-
tody after being produced
in a city court, they said.

On Tuesday, June 2,
Bibi’s lawyer filed a bail
petition, but she was de-
nied bail. Hearing the peti-
tion, Judicial Magistrate
First Class Suman’s court
set June 8 for the next
hearing, they added.

Advocate Sundar, rep-
resenting the complainant,
said that the parties’ argu-
ments on the accused’s
bail petition were heard on

Tuesday and the next
hearing is on June 8.

“We also seized the ac-
cused’s mobile phone and
preserved it for forensic
examination. The police
also opposed the bail ap-
plication in court, arguing
that if the accused is re-
leased, she could influence
witnesses. A further probe
is underway,” said a senior
police officer.

Earlier, in May, the
West Bengal government
issued a set of guidelines
barring animal slaughter
without a “fit certificate”
from authorities and
warned of penal action if
the directions are not ad-
hered to.

MI News Service, Tokyo:
Japan has ordered the re-
moval of a mosque in
Kawagoe City after it was
found to have been built il-
legally on restricted land
without permits, sparking
a diplomatic row involving
Pakistan’s ambassador.

The structure, Japan
Jama Masjid Ramzan in
the Shimo-Akasaka dis-
trict, stands on land classi-
fied as an “Urbanization
Control Area” under
Japan’s City Planning Act,
where building activity is
tightly controlled. No ap-
plication was ever filed,
nor was any approval
sought before construction
began.

Despite its unautho-
rised status, the mosque
held an opening ceremony
on April 3, attended by
Pakistan‘s Ambassador to
Japan, Abdul Hameed. Is-
lamabad later distanced it-
self from the controversy,
saying the ambassador at-
tended only after organis-
ers assured him all
necessary permits were in
place.

Pakistan’s embassy
subsequently issued an ad-
visory urging nationals to
follow Japanese law. “The
Embassy of Pakistan in

Japan strongly urges all
Pakistanis residing in
Japan to comply with
Japanese laws in all mat-
ters, including the con-
struction of mosques. Any
construction must be un-
dertaken only after obtain-
ing the necessary permits
from local authorities,” it
said.

City officials first
learned of the construction
in October 2025 after com-
plaints from local resi-
dents. By the time they
arrived, the exterior was
largely complete. Despite
repeated demands to halt
work, the warnings were
ignored. Workers told offi-

cials they did not under-
stand Japanese.

In March, ownership
was transferred to a com-
pany headed by a Pak-
istani national, which
submitted a corrective
plan to the city. The
owner’s father told local
media that demolition
costs were a challenge and
talks with authorities were
ongoing.

“We are not making an
issue out of this because it
is a mosque; we issue cor-
rective guidance for any il-
legal structure,” the
Development Guidance Di-
vision was quoted by the
Tokyo Reporter.

MI News Service, Kuwait City: One
person was killed after Iranian
drones and missiles struck Kuwait
International Airport on Wednesday,
June 3, causing extensive damage to
Terminal 1 and forcing authorities to
suspend commercial flight opera-
tions.

Kuwait’s General Civil Aviation
Authority (DGCA) said the attack se-
verely damaged airport facilities,
prompting the suspension of com-
mercial flights and the diversion of
incoming aircraft.

The Kuwait Army said it was co-
ordinating with relevant agencies
and monitoring developments closely.
It added that necessary steps would
be taken to protect national security
and maintain stability.

Brigadier-General Saud Abdu-
laziz Al-Otaibi, a Defence Ministry
spokesman, described the strikes as
“criminal Iranian aggression which
resulted in significant material dam-
age to the building and injuries”.

Officials have not released details
on the number of casualties or the
condition of those injured. Nor have
they indicated when normal airport
operations are expected to resume.

The airport had resumed opera-
tions on Monday, June 1, following
repairs and a phased reopening after
earlier disruptions linked to the Iran
war.

The strike came hours after a
fresh escalation in the conflict on
Tuesday night, June 2. The US mili-
tary said it had carried out attacks on
an Iranian military facility after mis-

siles were launched towards Kuwait
and Bahrain. US Central Command
said two missiles directed at Kuwait
failed before reaching their target,
while air defences intercepted pro-
jectiles aimed at Bahrain. It also re-
ported shooting down several drones
targeting American forces in Kuwait.

Wednesday’s attack comes on the
96th day of the American-Israeli war
on Iran and marks one of the most
significant incidents to affect
Kuwait’s civilian infrastructure since
the conflict began.

Kuwait Airways announced the
resumption of flight services from
Kuwait International Airport through
Passenger Terminal 4 (T4) only.

The airline said the decision fol-
lowed inspections carried out by
technical teams and relevant author-
ities to evaluate the impact of the at-
tack and verify operational safety
requirements.

According to the carrier, services

through T4 resumed after the neces-
sary measures were implemented to
ensure the safe continuation of air-
port and flight operations.

Kuwaiti authorities have detained
a person accused of recording and
sharing footage of air defence sys-
tems responding to incoming missiles
during the recent attacks.

In a post on X, the Ministry of In-
terior said the individual used a mo-
bile phone to capture the videos
while driving, which resulted in a
road accident.

Officials said the publication of
footage showing military installa-
tions, defensive operations or secu-
rity preparedness measures is
prohibited due to the potential risks
it poses to national security and pub-
lic safety.

The ministry reiterated its warn-
ing against circulating such material
and said offenders would face legal
consequences under applicable laws.

IndiGo has temporarily halted
flights to and from Kuwait until 12
noon on June 4 following the disrup-
tion at Kuwait International Airport.

The airline said the move was
taken as a precaution while it as-
sesses the evolving situation in coor-
dination with aviation authorities. It
noted that passenger and crew safety
remains its primary concern.

The carrier said operations would
restart once conditions are deemed
safe and the necessary flight routes
become available. Travellers have
been advised to verify their flight sta-
tus before leaving for the airport

MI News Service, Accra:
Ghana has initiated screen-
ing protocols for passengers
from Ebola high-risk regions,
Ghanaian Health Minister
Kwabena Mintah Akandoh
said Tuesday. In an interview
with local media, the minis-
ter said Ghana has put in
place effective measures at

the Accra International Air-
port and its land borders to
prevent infected people from
entering Ghana undetected.
He said diseases have no
borders, underscoring the
Ghanaian authorities' deci-
sion to remain alert to pro-
tect the public. "All
passengers from Uganda

and the Democratic Republic
of Congo will be screened at
the Accra International Air-
port alongside other passen-
gers. The focus is on those
from the high-risk regions,"
he said, adding that the pro-
tocols being observed at the
airport will be replicated in
the country's land borders.

MI News Service, Moscow:
Seven people were killed
and 11 others wounded in
a Ukrainian drone attack
on a civilian bus in the
Donetsk region, regional
leader Denis Pushilin said
Wednesday.

"In Yenakiyevo, an at-
tack was carried out by a
strike UAV on the
'Moscow-S imfe ropo l '
scheduled bus. According
to preliminary informa-
tion, seven civilians were
killed," Pushilin said on so-
cial media.

Another 11 people sus-
tained injuries of varying
severity and are receiving
medical care.

MI News Service, Kuwait
city: The Kuwaiti military
said Wednesday that its air
defense systems were re-
sponding to missile and
drone attacks targeting the
country.

In a statement posted on
social media platform X, the
General Staff of the Kuwaiti
Armed Forces said air de-
fense units were currently
engaging hostile targets.

The military said that
any explosions heard across
the country were the result
of air defense systems inter-
cepting incoming threats.

It urged the public to
adhere to safety and secu-
rity instructions issued by
relevant authorities and to
rely on official sources for
information.

No immediate details
were provided regarding
the origin of the attacks, the
number of missiles or
drones involved, or any po-
tential damage or casual-
ties.

The latest incident came
after the Kuwaiti army said
on Monday that its air de-
fense systems had inter-
cepted missiles and drones
targeting the country. 

MI News Service, Washing-
ton: Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu's goal
of seizing 70 percent of the
Gaza Strip was not part of
the U.S.-drafted 20-point
plan to end the conflict be-
tween Israel and Hamas
and rebuild the territory,
U.S. Secretary of State

Marco Rubio said Tuesday.
"We have a plan -- it

doesn't call for that," Rubio
told U.S. lawmakers at a
hearing.

"And at the end of the
day, we understand that
what we want, and I think
what the Israelis would ul-
timately want, is a Gaza
that is governed by a non-
Hamas (entity)," Rubio
said.

Netanyahu said on
Thursday that he had is-
sued a directive to increase
the Israeli military's control
over the Gaza Strip from 60
percent to 70 percent of the
territory.

British economy faces slower growth due to Mid-east conflict: BCC Gurugram: Bengali woman arrested 
after video cooking of beef

One killed as Iran strikes Kuwait airport terminal

Rubio says Israel seizing 70 %
of Gaza not part of U.S. plan

Japan orders demolition of
mosque built without permits

MI News Service,
Jerusalem/ Beirut: Israel
and Lebanon were set to
hold a fresh round of talks
on Tuesday, as Hezbollah
continued to target Israeli
troops in Lebanon and
fresh IDF strikes were re-
ported, despite indications
from US President Donald
Trump that Washington
had brokered a truce be-
tween Israel and the Iran-
backed terror group.

Negotiations between
Israel and Lebanon were
set to take place Tuesday
and Wednesday at the US
State Department in Wash-
ington — the fifth round of
talks between the sides
since April.

During the third round
last month, the sides agreed
to separate the talks into
political and security
tracks, with the latter meet-
ing for the first time last
week. This week’s talks will

be only for the political
track.

Berri, who heads the
Hezbollah-allied Amal
party, has long acted as an
intermediary between the
group and the United
States. His adviser Ali Ham-
dan told AFP Tuesday that
“speaker Berri’s main de-
mand is a global ceasefire.
If a global ceasefire deal is
reached, he will guarantee

Hezbollah’s respect for it.”
Hamdan clarified that a

“global ceasefire means a
halt to Israeli strikes by air,
land or sea, and that it will
not carry out detonations or
demolitions” in the south,
where Israel is accused of
razing entire villages,
which have been riddled
with Hezbollah tunnels and
positions, many inside
homes.

Hezbollah and IDF trade fire despite nominal
truce as Lebanon-Israel talks resume

Kuwaiti military
says air defense
systems respond-
ing to missile,
drone attacks

7 killed, 11 wounded in Ukrain-
ian drone attack on bus in
Donetsk: Regional leader

MI News Service, New
Delhi: The Congress party
sharply criticised Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
for maintaining complete
silence over Israel’s mili-
tary operations in
Lebanon, which it said are
sabotaging ongoing US-
Iran negotiations to end
the West Asia conflict.

Congress leader
Jairam Ramesh accused
the Prime Minister of pri-
oritising the “so-called fa-
therland” over India’s
interests. In a post on X,
Ramesh highlighted that
successful US-Iran talks
could lead to the reopening
of the Strait of Hormuz and
a significant drop in global
oil prices — both of critical
importance to India’s
economy and energy secu-

rity.
“Negotiations continue

between the US and Iran
to bring a halt to the war
in West Asia. But the nego-
tiations have not been
clinched, primarily be-
cause of Israel’s continuing
military operations in
Lebanon which have seen

unprecedented incur-
sions,” Ramesh said.

He pointed out that
several countries have
condemned Israel’s ac-
tions, yet Prime Minister
Modi has remained silent.
Ramesh questioned
whether Modi’s ideological
affinity for Israel out-

weighed India’s strategic
and economic stakes as
the “actual motherland.”

Meanwhile, US Presi-
dent Donald Trump ex-
pressed strong frustration
with Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu.
Trump announced on
Truth Social that he had
personally intervened to
stop a major Israeli raid on
Beirut. “I had a conversa-
tion with Bibi Netanyahu
today, asking him not to go
into a major raid of Beirut,
Lebanon. He turned his
Troops around. Thank you
Bibi,” Trump wrote.

Reports suggest the
phone call was highly
heated, with Trump using
strong language. The US
President also claimed he
spoke with Hezbollah rep-

resentatives, who agreed
to stop attacking Israel.
Netanyahu had earlier
warned of striking “terror
targets” in Beirut if
Hezbollah attacks contin-
ued.

Iran had threatened to
walk away from nuclear
and ceasefire talks with
the US if Israeli aggression
in Lebanon persisted.
Trump’s intervention ap-
pears aimed at salvaging
the delicate diplomatic
process.

The Congress state-
ment underscores growing
domestic political scrutiny
of India’s foreign policy
stance in the volatile West
Asian region, particularly
as energy prices and re-
gional stability directly im-
pact the Indian economy.

‘Fatherland over motherland?’ Congress jibes at PM on Israel offensive against Lebanon

MI News Service, Erbil,
Iraq : Two of Iraq’s most
powerful Iran-backed mili-
tias said on Tuesday they
would begin handing in
their weapons to the au-
thorities, a major step in
the new government’s ef-
fort to rein in militias that
have long operated on
their own even though
they were nominally under
state command.

One of the groups,
Asaib Ahl al-Haq, said it
had formed a committee to
oversee the move, inven-
tory its fighters, weapons
and equipment, and coor-
dinate with the com-
mander-in-chief of Iraq’s
armed forces.

It cast the decision as a
response to calls by Iraq’s
top Shiite religious author-
ity and the Iran-aligned
Coordination Framework,
the largest bloc in parlia-
ment that dominates Iraqi
politics.

The second group, the
Imam Ali Brigades, made a
similar announcement
saying the time has come
“to build a strong state
with full sovereignty.” It
added that its aim was
now to have weapons only
with the state and help
boost state institutions.

The war launched
against Iran by Israel and
the United States on Feb-

ruary 28 has exposed the
fragility of Iraq’s state in-
stitutions and their limited
ability to restrain Iran-
backed groups.

A parallel confronta-
tion between Washington
and the militias has deep-
ened the crisis, with fac-
tions acting as an
extension of Iran’s regional
campaign and escalating
attacks on US assets in
Iraq before a tenuous
ceasefire deal was reached
in April.

A week ago, influential
Shiite cleric Muqtada al-
Sadr said his Saraya al-
Salam militia, also known
as the Peace Brigades,
would split from his politi-
cal movement and inte-
grate into state institutions.

Under pressure from
Washington, Iraqi Prime
Minister Ali al-Zaidi has
been working to assert
state authority over
weapons. Al-Zaidi, a 40-
year-old banker sworn in
last month, has made a
state monopoly on arms a
centerpiece of his pro-
gram.

The Trump administra-
tion has warned against
having any Iraqi govern-
ment influenced by Iran-
linked factions and has
tied defense cooperation
and funding to efforts to
curb them.

Powerful Iran-backed militias claim they’ll
start handing in weapons to Iraqi authorities

MI News Service, Washington: The U.S.
Department of Justice on Tuesday aban-
doned its nearly 1.8-billion-dollar "Anti-
Weaponization Fund" following an intense
backlash from Republican senators and a
decisive blow from the federal judiciary.

"We're not moving forward with the
fund," acting Attorney General Todd
Blanche told a House appropriations sub-
committee hearing.

The fund was originally designed to

compensate individuals who claimed to be
victims of government "weaponization" or
"lawfare." It stemmed from a settlement
linked to President Donald Trump's law-
suit against the Internal Revenue Service
over the unauthorized disclosure of his
tax records.

Republican senators have warned the
White House that they would not support a
pending immigration enforcement package
unless the fund was overhauled or canceled.

U.S. Justice Department abandons "Anti-Weaponization Fund"

Ghana activates Ebola screening for travelers from high-risk regions: Minister
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Women's Cricket Gets a Landmark Platform as
Jharkhand Launches Its First Franchise League

PC JHA 

RANCHI: The landscape of
women's cricket in
Jharkhand witnessed a defin-
ing moment on Wednesday
with the launch of the state's
maiden franchise-based
women's T20 competition,
the Jharkhand Women's
Premier League (JWPL) 2026,
at the JSCA International
Stadium's Oval Ground.

The tournament began on
a festive note, blending sport
with culture as renowned
artistes from Saraikela pre-
sented captivating Chhau
dance performances, drawing
applause from players, offi-
cials and spectators alike.

The opening ceremony
was attended by JSCA
President Ajay Nath Shahdeo,
Vice-President Sanjay
Pandey, Secretary Saurabh
Tiwary and Joint Secretary
Shahbaz Nadeem. The digni-
taries interacted with players
of all four franchises before
formally inaugurating the
competition. Highlighting the
significance of the initiative,

JSCA Secretary Saurabh
Tiwary said the league repre-
sents a long-awaited opportu-
nity for aspiring women
cricketers in the state. He
emphasized that creating a
dedicated franchise platform
for women had been one of

the association's key objec-
tives. In a notable move,
Tiwary announced that while
no player auction was con-
ducted for the inaugural edi-
tion, every participating
cricketer would receive a
respectable financial remu-

neration from the association.
The decision, he said, reflects
JSCA's commitment to recog-
nizing and encouraging
women's cricket at the grass-
roots and professional levels.

Adding further incentives,
JSCA President Ajay Nath

Shahdeo declared a cash
award of Rs 3 lakh for the
championship-winning team
and Rs 2 lakh for the runners-
up. Individual excellence will
also be rewarded throughout
the tournament, with cash
prizes earmarked for the
Player of the Match, Best
Economy Bowler and the
player registering the highest
number of sixes in each
game. Captains of the four
competing teams-Kolhan
Dynamos, Chotanagpur
Blasters, Santhal Challengers
and Palamu Warriors-
described the league as a
game-changing platform for
women cricketers. They
expressed gratitude to JSCA
for creating an avenue where
players can gain exposure,
compete at a higher level and
pursue greater opportunities
in the sport.With competitive
cricket and promising talent
on display, the inaugural edi-
tion of the Jharkhand
Women's Premier League is
expected to play a pivotal role
in shaping the future of
women's cricket in the state.

Indonesia Open: Ayush
Shetty, Rohan-Ruthvika
progress to pre-quarters

JAKARTA : Former world junior bronze
medallist Ayush Shetty, the mixed doubles
combination of Rohan Kapoor and Ruthvika
Shivani registered hard-fought wins to
advance to the second round of the Indonesia
Open badminton tournament in Jakarta on
Wednesday.

Shetty defeated China's Weng Hong Yang
8-21, 22-20, 21-15, while Rohan and Ruthvika
upset world no 20 Yang Po-Hsuan and Hu Ling
Fang of Chinese Taipei 21-14, 21-14 to
advance.

Thomas Cup 2026 bronze medallist Ayush
Shetty came from a game down to beat world
no.15 Weng for the second time in a row.
Though he surrendered the first game, Shetty

took an early lead in the second with a 4-point
advantage at 8-4. Weng reacted quickly to
close the gap, reaching his second game point.
From 19-20, the Indians scored the crucial
three points, forcing a decider.

While the second was an intense battle,
Shetty earned a comfortable 6-point lead and
maintained the advantage to close the match
in an hour and six minutes. The Indian had
defeated Weng previously at the Thomas Cup
in April. He next meets Lee Cheuk Yiu of Hong
Kong, who upset the 4th seed, Christo Popov.

In mixed doubles, Rohan and Ruthvika out-
played the higher-ranked Chinese Taipei pair,
Yang Po-Hsuan and Hu Ling Fang, in straight
games in just 34 minutes. Tough battle awaits
as they meet the defending champions, Thom
Gicquel and Delphine Delrue of France, in the
next stage.

Earlier, PV Sindhu kicked off her Indonesia
Open 2026 with a 25-23, 21-16 win over
Thailand's Busanan Ongbamrungphan.

Meanwhile, Lakshya Sen lost to home
favourite Alwi Farhan 21-19, 21-16. Alwi had
defeated World No 1 Shi Yu Qi at the
Singapore Open last week.

In women's singles on Thursday, PV Sindhu
has to survive An Se-Young's threat to
advance, while Hariharan-Arjun meet
Malaysia's Kang Khai Xing and Aaron Tai,
who advanced after opponents Satwik-Chirag
exited during the opening game due to the for-
mer's injury.French Open: Diana Shnaider scripts

epic comeback to stun No.1 seed
Sabalenka; storms into maiden semis
PARIS : Russian youngster Diana
Shnaider came from a set and a double
break down to win the last 10 games in
a row and stunned World No. 1 Aryna
Sabalenka in a quarterfinal match in the
women's singles section of the French
Open on Wednesday, securing a historic
maiden entry into the Grand Slam semi-
finals at the Stade Roland Garros in
Paris. 

The No 25 seed Shnaider produced a
sensational fightback to upset
Sabalenka 3-6, 7-5, 6-0 in 2 hours and
12 minutes, snapping the No. 1 seed's
streak of six consecutive major semifi-
nals. Shnaider, 22, looked down and out
as Sabalenka set herself up for a routine
victory with a commanding lead. But the
Russian youngster moved, it isn't over
till it is over as she scripted a brilliant
comeback. Sabalenka was two points
away from victory when she served for
the match at 5-4 in the second set before
the left-handed Shnaider started to turn
things around. Competing in her first

Grand Slam quarterfinal, Schaider was
facing a reigning World No. 1 for the
first time. As gusts of wind swirled
around Court Philippe-Chatrier, she
mastered the conditions and met the

moment superbly to make the major
semifinal debut.

From 6-3, 4-1 down, Shnaider pro-
duced winner after winner with her left-
handed forehand to claim 12 of the next
13 games, and the last 10 in a row from
5-3. By contrast, Sabalenka's control
over her game abandoned her as she
racked up 57 unforced errors -- 17 of
which came in the decider alone, the
first time she had dropped a 6-0 set
since the third set of her 2024 Dubai
second round against Donna
VekicShnaider, a five-time titlist on the
WTA Tour Driven by Mercedes-Benz,
claimed her second Top 10 win in 16
encounters, and first since defeating
Coco Gauff in the 2024 Toronto third
round. Shnaider won four games in a
row to snatch the second set, and then
won a crucial 17-point second game of
the third set, which helped her pull
clear. She finished the match by winning
10 games in a row from 3-5 in the 
second set.

MOSADDEK, NURUL

RETURN AS

BANGLADESH

ANNOUNCE SQUAD

FOR FIRST TWO ODIS

AGAINST AUSTRALIA
DHAKA : Bangladesh have
recalled middle order batter
Mosaddek Hossain and wick-
etkeeper batter Nurul Hasan
for the first two ODIs against
Australia starting in Mirpur
on June 9, with Mahidul
Islam Ankon and Afif Hossain
making way.  Mosaddek, 30,
last played an ODI for
Bangladesh in August 2022
but has forced his way back
on the strength of a prolific
Dhaka Premier League cam-
paign. He has already scored
a century and two fifties,
averaging 89 in five matches,
while also claiming 11 wick-
ets at 16.27 with his off spin
bowling. Nurul, who missed
the New Zealand series,
returns to bolster the middle
order as Mahidul and Afif
didn't live up to the desired
expectations of the selectors.
The duo's recall comes at a
time when Bangladesh's bat-
ting has struggled in recent
ODIs against Pakistan and
New Zealand.

Tanzid Hasan and Najmul
Hossain Shanto have been
the side's only consistent
scorers while Saif Hassan,
Towhid Hridoy and captain
Mehidy Hasan Miraz have
failed to replicate their earli-
er good form.

Pacer Nahid Rana, who
has taken five wicket hauls in
both ODIs and Tests since
March, leads the fast bowling
attack alongside Taskin
Ahmed, Mustafizur Rahman
and Shoriful Islam. Leg spin-
ner Rishad Hossain, familiar
with Australian batters due
to his Big Bash League stint,
adds variety to the line-up.

The three match ODI
series will be Bangladesh's
first bilateral contest against
Australia in 15 years. Their
only ODI win over Australia
came in Cardiff during a tri
series in 2005. Following two
more ODIs to be played on
June 11 and 14, Bangladesh
and Australia will play three
T20Is starting on June 17.

Bangladesh ODI squad:
Mehidy Hasan Miraz (cap-
tain), Soumya Sarkar, Saif
Hassan, Tanzid Hasan,
Najmul Hossain Shanto,
Tawhid Hridoy, Litton Das,
Mosaddek Hossain, Nurul
Hasan, Rishad Hossain,
Tanvir Islam, Mustafizur
Rahman, Taskin Ahmed,
Shoriful Islam, and Nahid
Rana.

GOVT INVITES

APPLICATIONS FOR

APPOINTMENT OF

MEMBERS TO

NATIONAL SPORTS

TRIBUNAL UNDER

NEW SPORTS ACT

NEW DELHI : The
Ministry of Youth Affairs
and Sports has invited
applications for the
appointment of two
Members of the National
Sports Tribunal (NST), a
statutory body estab-
lished under the National
Sports Governance Act,
2025. 

The National Sports
Tribunal has been con-
stituted to adjudicate
and hear disputes relat-
ing to sports under the
provisions of the
National Sports
Governance Act, 2025.
The Tribunal is head-
quartered in New Delhi,
and the selected
Members will be posted
in Delhi.

The applications are
being invited to fill two
vacancies for the post of
Member, National Sports
Tribunal, the Ministry
informed on Wednesday.

Eligible candidates
should be persons of
eminence in public life
possessing wide knowl-
edge and experience in
sports, public adminis-
tration, and law. The
salary, allowances, and
other terms and condi-
tions of service of the
Members shall be gov-
erned by the provisions
of the National Sports
Governance (National
Sports Tribunal) Rules,
2026.

The selection process
will be conducted by the
Search-cum-Selection
Committee constituted
under the National
Sports Governance Act,
2025. The Committee
will scrutinise applica-
tions and assess candi-
dates based on their
qualifications, experi-
ence, and suitability for
the position. Shortlisted
candidates will be invit-
ed for personal interac-
tion.

The final recommen-
dation for appointment
will be made on the
basis of the overall eval-
uation of candidates,
taking into account their
qualifications, experi-
ence, and performance
during the personal
interaction.

The establishment of
the National Sports
Tribunal marks a signifi-
cant step towards
strengthening sports
governance in the coun-
try by providing an inde-
pendent and specialised
mechanism for the reso-
lution of sports-related
disputes.

FERRARI ANNOUNCES NEW MULTI-YEAR
DEAL WITH LECLERC AHEAD OF MONACO GP
MARANELLO : Ferrari has
announced a new multi-year
deal with Charles Leclerc,
which will see the
Monegasque driver race in
red for the coming seasons.
Leclerc joined Scuderia in
2019 after debuting in F1 in
2018 with Sauber, following
his win of the Formula 2
Championship in 2017.

During his tenure with
Ferrari, Leclerc has provided
the tifosi with many memo-
rable moments, including
notable victories at Monza in
2019 and 2024, as well as a
heartfelt home win in
Monaco in 2024. He ranks
second on the team in
appearances, just behind
Michael Schumacher.

The new deal represents
the latest chapter in a
decade-long relationship
between the team and

Leclerc. The 28-year-old
joined the driver academy in
2016 and continues to
demonstrate his confidence
that he will eventually secure
a World Championship for
Maranello.

"I couldn't be happier to
continue this journey with
Scuderia Ferrari HP. It has
always been so much more
than just a team to me. It's
the team I've loved and
dreamt of being part of since
I was a child, and after all
these years it has become a
second family," Leclerc said.

"Together we've shared
incredible moments and
some tougher ones, but I
believe in this team more
than ever, and I'm deeply
grateful that we will keep
pushing side by side toward
our shared goal of bringing
the World Championship

back to Maranello.
"Being a Ferrari driver is

a dream, but it's also a
responsibility I never take for
granted. I'll continue to give
absolutely everything I have
to bring this team back to
where it belongs, at the very

top, for everyone in
Maranello, and above all for
the tifosi, whose passion is
the heartbeat of this
Scuderia," he added.

Ferrari Team Principal,
Fred Vasseur added,
"Charles has been part of the

Ferrari family for many
years now and this renewal
feels like something very nat-
ural for us. Over these sea-
sons we have seen him grow,
to become not only one of the
strongest drivers in Formula
1, but also a person who is
completely at one with the
team and everything Ferrari
represents. We appreciate
his talent, we love his deter-
mination and the way he
approaches every day with
the people in the Scuderia,
both on and off the track. We
know how much this project
means to him and we are
happy to continue working
towards our shared goals."

Leclerc's new deal confir-
mation arrives ahead of his
home race in Monaco this
weekend. Ferrari is expected
to perform well, even though
Mercedes has won every

Grand Prix so far this year.
Ferrari has performed

well in the Principality in
recent years, with their car
handling the street circuit's
low-speed bends and bumps.
The limited need for flat-out
speed should benefit them,
as there will be less of a lap-
time advantage for the
Mercedes power unit.
Championship leader Kimi
Antonelli also highlighted
Ferrari as the "team to beat"
in Monaco, expecting Leclerc
and Lewis Hamilton to be
strong contenders. This opti-
mism might inspire Ferrari
and Leclerc to replicate their
2024 performances, offering
a much-needed boost after
the challenging Canadian
Grand Prix weekend, which
Leclerc described as the
"most difficult weekend" of
his career.

AHMEDABAD : Over 400
athletes from more than 60
countries will compete in the
inaugural World Yogasana
Championships (WYC) 2026,
set to be held at the EKA
Arena from June 4 to 8. 

The five-day event will
bring together participants
from countries including the
United States, Ghana,
Kenya, Malaysia, Sri Lanka,
and Uzbekistan, marking
the first global champi-
onship for Yogasana as a
competitive sport.
Supported by the Ministry of
Youth Affairs and Sports, the
Ministry of Ayush, the Sports
Authority of India (SAI), the
Sports Authority of Gujarat,
Gujarat Tourism, and the
Gujarat Yogasana Sports
Association, the champi-
onship is being seen as an
important milestone in the
effort to establish Yogasana
as an internationally recog-
nised sporting discipline.
Hosts India will field a 122-
member contingent. Athletes
will compete across six age-
categories - Sub-Junior (10
to 14 years), Junior (14 to 18
years), Senior (18 to 28
years), Senior A (28 to 35
years), Senior B (35 to 45
years), and Senior C (45 to
55 years) for both men and
women.

The competition will fea-
ture individual events, artis-
tic events, and traditional
group categories. The organ-
isers will also introduce an
electronic scoring system at
the global level for the first
time, aimed at improving
transparency and consisten-
cy in judging. The champi-
onship will be overseen by
32 international judges and
51 national judges.

Speaking ahead of the
event, Yogasana Bharat
president Udit Sheth said the
championship would provide
a major platform for athletes
and help take Yogasana to a
wider global audience.
"Delighted to see us hosting
this pioneering World
Yogasana Championship at
Eka Arena, Ahmedabad,
with 60-plus countries. It's a
fantastic platform for the
Indian national team and to
take Yogasana sport to the
world; perhaps India's great-
est contribution to the world
of sports," Sheth said. World
Yogasana general secretary
Dr. Jaideep Arya described
the event as a landmark
moment for the discipline.
"The World Yogasana
Championship is more than
a competition; it is a defining
moment in the evolution of
Yogasana as a global sport.

Over 400 athletes from 60 nations

to compete in inaugural World

Yogasana C'ships in Ahmedabad

KAKAMIGAHARA : The
Indian U-18 men's hockey
team produced a clinical dis-
play against Chinese Taipei,
registering a commanding
13-1 victory in its last Pool A
match of the U-18 Asia Cup
2026 in Kakamigahara,
Japan, on Wednesday. The
emphatic win ensured India
sealed their place in the semi-
finals.  India ended their pool
engagements with wins
against Kazakhstan, Korea,
and Chinese Taipei, while los-
ing to hosts Japan. It gave
them nine points from four
matches. The team's attack-
ing prowess was on full dis-
play against Chinese Taipei,
with Ashish Tani Purti (27',
35', 42') as the standout per-
former with his hat-trick,
while Gazee Khan (40', 44'),
Siddharth Ben (30', 52'), and
Rahul Yadav (20', 54') each

struck twice. Meanwhile,
Karan Gautam (7'),
Premchand Soy (11'), captain
Ketan Kushwaha (13'), and
Varinder Singh (50') also con-
tributed to the tally.

India made their inten-
tions clear from the outset,
dictating the tempo with inci-
sive play that constantly trou-
bled the Chinese Taipei
defence. They broke the
deadlock in the seventh
minute as Karan converted
India's first penalty corner of
the match. Premchand (11')
then doubled the lead with a
field goal, while skipper
Kushwaha (13') added a third
in quick succession to put his
side firmly in control by the
end of the first quarter. India
continued their dominance in
the second quarter. Yadav
(20') added a fourth before
Purti (27') converted a penal-

ty corner to make it 5-0.
Siddharth (30') rounded off a
prolific second quarter for
India with another field goal
right at the stroke of half-
time. However, Yong-Jyun
Jhang (30+) pulled a goal
back for Chinese Taipei, scor-
ing from a penalty corner just
before the hooter to make it
6-1 at the break. India
resumed with the same inten-
sity after the break. Purti

bagged his second goal from
another set-piece in the 35th
minute to make it 7-1. Khan
(40') then got into the act,
converting a penalty corner
to extend India's lead even
further. Purti (42') completed
his hat-trick, converting from
another penalty corner, while
Khan (44') added his second
as India went into the final
quarter with a commanding
10-1 lead.

Men's U18 Asia Cup: Purti bags hat-trick as India
hammer Chinese Taipei 13-1 to advance to semis 


