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Bengal CM 
launches 

cervical cancer 
vaccination 

drive for 7.5 lakh 
teenage girls

Drone mapping 
and demarcation 
of Behala Airport 

conducted as part 
of operationalisation 

process

‘Evict me by force’: 
Rabri Devi after her 
bungalow allotted 

to a  minister

Bengal set to implement National Health 
Mission, Centre sanctioned Rs 2,103 cr

Tatas should return to Bengal to boost 
its investor-friendly image : BJP

'Annapurna Yojana' 
to begin from June 
3: Suvendu Adhikari

Armed forces ready 
for Operation Sindoor 

2.0 : Army chief

MI News Service, Kolkata:    West 
Bengal is now all set to implement the 
National Health Mission, and the Cen-
tre has sanctioned Rs 2,103 crore for 
the scheme, Chief Minister Suvendu 
Adhikari announced this here on Sat-
urday

Addressing a programme of the 
health department in Kolkata, Suven-
du Adhikari also said that over 1.36 
crore families will be covered and ben-
efitted under the Ayushman Bharat 
scheme in Bengal.

"This will ensure that a large section 
of the population in the state receives 
quality healthcare support," he said.

"West Bengal will implement the 
National Health Mission. The Centre 
has sanctioned Rs 2,103 crore for the 
scheme, out of which we have already 
received Rs 527 crore. These funds 
will help improve healthcare delivery 
across the state," the new Chief min-
ister said.

The CM also said control rooms are 
being set up to oversee and monitor 
district hospitals across the state.

He said of the  Rs 2103 crore sanc-
tioned under the NHM for this finan-
cial year, around Rs 500 crore have 
already been transferred to the state,” 
adding this amount comes within two 
weeks of the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) coming to power in the state.

“The previous Trinamool Congress 
(TMC) government repeatedly accused 
the Centre of not releasing funds to 
the state government under various 
schemes.

We made a special request to JP 
Nadda, Union health minister, to re-
lease funds for the financial years 
2023-24 and 2024-25”. He said that 
the previous government didn’t sub-
mit the utilisation certificate for the 
year 2021-22. He assured that if the 
utilisation certificate is sent, the centre 
will release the funds for the previous 
years. “The state finance and health 

secretaries will send the utilisation 
certificates by May 30,”  the Chief min-
ister said.

He added that the Centre has also 
sanctioned its share of ₹973 crore un-
der the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan 
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana for the pres-
ent financial year. While the Centre 
shares 60% of the funding and premi-
um costs of AB-PMJAY, the state shares 
40%.

“We would get more funds under the 
15th Finance Commission in the pres-
ent financial year. Work is going for 
that,” he said.

Earlier Suvendu Adhikari met Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and Union 
home minister Amit Shah in New Delhi 
on Friday. It was his first meeting with 
Modi after taking charge on May 9. 
On Saturday he held a virtual meeting 
with Nadda.

No TMC leaders were, however,  
available for comment.

 Suvendu Adhikari also said that 
Ayushman Bharat will be rolled out in 
West Bengal expectedly from July.

“The work on enrolment for Ayush-
man Bharat Yojana has already start-
ed. We hope that more than 60 million 
people, who were covered under the 
Swasthya Sathi scheme (launched by 
the TMC government) will start get-
ting the benefits from July. We have 

also decided to sign the agreement for 
Ayushman Arogya Mandir at Delhi in 
June,” he said.

He also said that a proposal was 
sent to the Centre to set up at least 469 
PM Janaushadhi Kendras at the block, 
subdivision and district level across the 
state.

He pointed out that the  child mor-
tality rate in some districts including 
Kolkata, Murshidabad, East Burdwan, 
Birbhum and Malda among others 
were high and that the state was also 
lagging behind in the National Leprosy 
Eradication Programme. There are at 
least seven districts which show higher 
leprosy burdens – Bankura, Birbhum, 
Jhargram, Kolkata, West Burdwan, 
Purulia and North Dinajpur. The state 
government will focus on these dis-
tricts.

In the health sector, only 53% of the 
sanctioned posts of doctors, nurses 
and other staff are filled, which is low-
er than the national average of 98%,” 
he said.

The CM said that medical colleges 
will be set up in every district across 
the state. Four districts were yet to 
have medical colleges. A proposal will 
be sent to the Centre along with a sep-
arate proposal for setting up All India 
Institutes of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) 
in north Bengal.

MI News Service, Kolkata:   
Seeking to once again recast the 
political and industrial legacy of 
Singur in Hooghly district, the 
West Bengal government wants 
the Tata Group to return to this 
industrial heartland of the state, 
describing it as both an econom-
ic necessity and a powerful sig-
nal that Bengal is again open for 
business.

Speaking with a television 
news channel  on Saturday, the 
BJP state President Samik Bhat-
tacharya said the government's 
industrial vision after the party's 
victory in the state, is to bring 
back the Tata Group to Singur or 
anywhere else in the state to help 
erase the "wrong message" sent 
to investors after the Nano proj-
ect was forced out by the previous 
TMC regime almost two decades 
ago.

"We want the Tatas to come 
back, and that too in Singur. We 
want to send a message to the 
entire country and the world that 
West Bengal is very-much inves-
tor-friendly and is ready to wel-
come considerable investments," 
Samik  Bhattacharya said .

The BJP has renewed its fo-
cus on industrialisation in West 
Bengal, with state president Sa-
mik Bhattacharya declaring that 
bringing the Tata Group back to 
the state is one of the party’s key 
objectives.

Samik Bhattacharya said the 
BJP government is working to 
restore investor confidence about 
the state and send a clear mes-
sage that Bengal isonce again 
open to business. “We will bring 
back Tata. This is a challenge for 

us," he said.
The remarks have once again 

revived debate around industrial 
development in the state and the 
legacy of Tata Motors’ exit from 
Singur nearly two decades ago.

 Samik Bhattacharya said the 
state’s future should take priority 
over political differences.

“We will bring back Tata. It is 
our  challenge. We want to give 
a message that all industrialists 
are welcome. The state’s future 
is much bigger than anybody’s 
ego. Our Chief Minister is also 
working on it, keeping in touch 
with the central leadership. From 
the Finance Minister to the Prime 
Minister, everyone is working on 
this," he said.

Earlier during an interaction 
with some industrialists in the 
city, he reiterated that Tata’s de-
parture from Bengal had sent 
out a negative signal to investors. 
“Tata’s exit had sent out a neg-
ative message. We are trying to 
bring Tata back to Bengal," he 
said.

The BJP leadership has repeat-
edly identified industrialisation 
and investment as major priori-

ties for the state’s economy. The 
state BJP President has regularly 
highlighted the need for an indus-
try-friendly environment during 
meetings with business groups 
and chambers of commerce since 
his party coming to power in Ben-
gal on May 9 .

The discussion inevitably re-
turns to Singur, one of the most 
significant industrial and political 
controversies in Bengal’s recent 
history. In October 2008, Tata Mo-
tors formally withdrew its Nano 
car project from Singur after 
months of protests over land ac-
quisition led by Mamata Banerjee.

At the time, the Nano factory 
was projected as a major indus-
trial project that could transform 
the state’s manufacturing land-
scape.

Following its exit from Bengal, 
Tata Motors shifted the project to 
Anand in  Gujarat.

The departure of Tata Motors 
also produced one of the most 
remembered statements in Ben-
gal’s industrial history. Late in-
dustrialist Ratan Tata had sharply 
criticised the political situation 
surrounding the project.

“If you hold a gun to my head, 
either you pull the trigger or take 
the gun away as I will not move 
my head. Mamata has pulled the 
trigger," he had said while an-
nouncing the company’s exit. The 
remark came to symbolise the 
bitter dispute that surrounded the 
Singur project and its eventual 
collapse.

Industry observers have long 
argued that Tata Motors’ depar-
ture severely damaged Bengal’s 
reputation as an investment des-
tination and strengthened per-
ceptions that the state was not 
supportive of large industrial 
projects.

The BJP in cooperation with 
the Central government, now ap-
pears determined to reverse that 
image by presenting Bengal as 
a state ready to welcome invest-
ment and industrial expansion.

The party leadership has also 
highlighted future industrial ini-
tiatives, including projects involv-
ing Amul, which might invest Rs 
650 crores in Bengal as part of 
broader efforts to attract busi-
nesses.

The political significance of 
Singur also remains strong. 
During recent elections, several 
residents and farmers from the 
area expressed dissatisfaction 
over how the movement unfolded, 
with some saying their economic 
conditions had not improved de-
spite political changes.

If the Tata Group eventually 
returns to Bengal, whether in Sin-
gur or another location, it is likely 
to be projected by the state gov-
ernment as a major political and 
economic achievement.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  
West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Suvendu Adhikari on 
Saturday launched a state-
wide Human Papillomavirus 
(HPV) vaccination campaign 
to protect adolescent girls 
against cervical cancer, 
targeting around 7.65 lakh 
beneficiaries aged 14 years.

The initiative follows the 
national launch of the HPV 
vaccination programme 
earlier this year, and aims 
to contribute to the elimi-
nation of cervical cancer as 
a public health threat, offi-
cials said.

"We are starting the vac-
cination programme for 
cervical cancer today at 235 
health centres, including 
medical colleges and hos-
pitals, sub-divisional hospi-
tals, grameen (rural) hos-
pitals, and block hospitals," 
Suvendu Adhikari said.

The initiative follows the 
national launch of the HPV 
vaccination programme 
earlier this year, and aims 
to contribute to the elimi-
nation of cervical cancer as 
a public health threat, offi-
cials said.

Under the campaign, girls 
who have completed 14 
years of age but are yet to 
turn 15 will receive a sin-
gle dose of the quadrivalent 
Gardasil-4 vaccine free of 
cost at designated govern-
ment health facilities, they 
said.

Vaccination sessions 
would be conducted at 881 
designated government 
health facilities, including 
medical colleges, district 
hospitals, sub-divisional 
hospitals, state general hos-
pitals and block primary 
health centres, the officials 
said. 

MI News Service, Kolkata:  
Taking a major initiative to-
wards  the operationalisation 
of Behala Airport in the city 
after years of negligence, the 
Land and Land Reforms De-
partment of the West Bengal 
government carried out the  
area mapping and demar-
cation of Airport Authority 
of India’s  land using drone-
based surveying technology.

According to newly elected 
MLA from Behala East con-
stituency, which comes under 
the Airport area, Dr. Indranil 
Khan, for years the absence 
of proper land demarcation, 
missing boundary walls, and 
encroachments had stalled 
critical infrastructure work 
in and around this vital gov-
ernment installation.

He said “since a complete 
boundary wall around the 
airport is a mandatory re-
quirement of the Director 
General of Civil Aviation 
(DGCA) for making the air-
port operational, the issue 
had remained a significant 
obstacle”.

Today's survey marks an 
important breakthrough. 
Once the survey data is incor-
porated into the Mouza map, 
encroachments will be iden-
tified and confirmed. The up-
dated Mouza map is expected 
by Tuesday next week, fol-
lowing which the encroached 
areas will be identified and 
removed, paving the way for 
the construction of the re-
maining boundary wall and 
bringing Behala Airport one 
step closer to becoming oper-
ational, he said .

MI News Service, Patna:  For-
mer Bihar Chief minister Rabri 
Devi on Saturday dared CM 
Samrat Choudhary to evict her 
"by force" from the government 
bungalow that she has been oc-
cupying for over a decade.

The RJD leader, who had an 
eight-year tenure as the CM 
from 1997 to 2005, blew a fuse 
when a couple of journalists 
asked her about an order of the 
building construction depart-
ment that allotted the 10, Cir-
cular Road bungalow in Patna 
to Dairy and Fisheries minister 
Nand Kishor Ram.

"Yes, I can see that Samrat 
Choudhary, who has become 
the Chief minister only recently, 
is quite excited. Let him get me 
evicted by force. I am not going 
to vacate the premises", said the 
indignant wife of RJD president 
Lalu Prasad Yadav.

Rabri Devi was asked about 
the development at the airport 
here, upon return from a short 
vacation in Delhi, where she 
celebrated the birthday of her 
grandson and from where her 
husband is said to have left for 
Singapore for medical treat-
ment.

The former Chief minister, 
who loves to keep reminding 
Choudhary that he began his ca-
reer as a minister in her cabinet, 
spoke to media persons from in-
side her car and shoved aside 
their mics in a fit of rage.

The family had been allotted 
the 10, Circular Road bunga-
low, a stone's throw from Raj 
Bhavan and the Chief minister's 
residence, by the previous Nitish 
Kumar government.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  The 
first phase of fund transfers 
under the 'Annapurna Yojana' 
would begin from June 3, with 
eligible women beneficiaries re-
ceiving Rs 3,000 each directly in 
their bank accounts,West Bengal 
Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari 
announced here on Saturday

He said beneficiaries need not 
be worried as state government 
officials would visit households 
to help them fill the application 
forms for the scheme, in order to 
ensure that the assistance reach-
es only to genuine recipients.

The 12-page application form, 
which requires women to provide 
detailed information about every 
family member, has drawn criti-
cism from several quarters, with 
some alleging that excessive doc-
umentation could exclude genu-
ine beneficiaries.

"There is no need to be wor-
ried. Our officials will go door-

to-door and help women fill the 
forms. Do not pay heed to any ru-
mours. We want only genuine ben-
eficiaries to receive the benefits of 
the scheme,"  Suvendu Adhikari 
said, addressing a programme of 
the health department in Kolkata.

The chief minister said his 
government was committed to 
maintaining transparency and 

financial discipline while imple-
menting welfare programmes. 
"We don’t want the funds to be 
credited to the accounts of any 
non-Indian, or men to receive 
benefits meant for women bene-
ficiaries," he said .

Suvendu Adhikari said several 
men have already been arrested 
for allegedly receiving benefits 
intended for women beneficiaries 
and asserted that the state gov-
ernment would fulfil all promises 
outlined in its ‘Sankalpa Patra’ 
(poll manifesto).

The Chief minister said that 
starting June 1, women will be 
able to travel free of cost in bus-
es operated by the West Bengal 
government, materialising one of 
several other the poll promises of 
the BJP.  

Suvendu Adhikari also said the 
state budget would be presented 
on June 22, and expressed hope 
that it would meet the aspirations 

of the people of West Bengal.
"We don't want the funds to be 

credited to the accounts of any 
non-Indian, or men to receive 
benefits meant for women benefi-
ciaries,"  Suvendu Adhikari said.

Several men have already been 
arrested for allegedly receiving 
benefits intended for women ben-
eficiaries, he said.

MI News Service, Pune:  The 
armed forces are fully prepared 
for 'Operation Sindoor 2.0' if the 
need arises, Chief of Army Staff 
General Upendra Dwivedi said on 
Saturday, asserting that all three 
services are enhancing synergy 
for modern multi-domain war-
fare that extends beyond land, air 
and sea.

Speaking at a press conference 
on the sidelines of the passing-out 
parade of the 150th course of the 
National Defence Academy (NDA) 
here, General Dwivedi noted that 
while a temporary cessation of 
hostilities currently exists, all 
three services are preparing in-
tensely for the next phase should 
it take place.

India launched Operation Sin-
door, a military exercise to de-
stroy terror infrastructure in Pa-
kistan in May 2025, in response 
to the Pahalgam terror attack, 
which claimed 26 lives in April.

“All three branches of the In-
dian Armed Forces are preparing 
well for Operation Sindoor 2.0 if 
the need arises”, he said while 
stressing that Operation Sindoor 
is only a temporary cessation of 
hostilities in place.

All the  three services are fo-
cused on enhancing jointness and 
preparing for future warfare, 
the Army Chief said adding that 
modern battlefields have become 
highly transparent, requiring 
constant vigilance in troop de-
ployment and civilian protection.

If Operation Sindoor 2.0, if 
takes place we shall enhance our 
synergy within the three services, 
equipping ourselves for the next 

warfare 24×7, the battlefield is 
so transparent that every move-
ment is known to the other side, 
therefore we have to be very cau-
tious in terms of our deployment, 
employment and the protection 
required to protect our troops as 
well as the civilians in the border 
areas,” COAS said.

On information warfare, Gen-
eral Dwivedi said success de-
pends on public trust and nation-
al unity. “Information warfare 
is only successful if the whole of 
nation gets together and trusts 
the people who are giving the in-
formation. If that happens, I can 
assure you that the nation which 
trusts each other and all these 
stakeholders will always win the 
war,” said COAS General Dwivedi.

Addressing the issue of pro-
posed military theatre com-
mands, the Army Chief said the 
process of theatrisation is pro-
gressing as planned and that a 
comprehensive report has al-
ready been submitted to the De-
fence Minister.

“As far as the theatrization is 
concerned, I assure the house 
that it is on the right track. As of 
now, all the discussions on the-
atrization have got over within 
the Chiefs of Staff Committee, the 
complete report has been submit-
ted to the Defence Minister. It is 
undergoing a review from various 
stakeholders at this stage. In this, 
the CDS and the present three 
chiefs, including the outgoing 
CNS, we have taken a conscious 
view that all the major inter-
ests of all three services are met 
with,” he said.

West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari, BJP State President, Samik Bhattacharya, BJP MLA from Bidhannagar Sharadwat Mukherjee and honored guests at 
Bidhannagar Sub Divisional Hospital regarding  Inauguration of Vaccination campaign against Cervical Cancer, in  Kolkata on Saturday.
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MI News Service, Hooghly:
Nitesh Das (63), a resident
of Basudebpur Amapally
under Triveni No. 2 Gram
Panchayat in Hooghly dis-
trict, was killed in an attack
by militants in Manipur. He
had been driving trucks in
Manipur and Assam for
more than ten years.

According to reports, a
blockade had been im-
posed on a national high-
way in Manipur by Kuki
and Naga groups. A joint
convoy escorted by Ma-
nipur Police, BSF, and
CRPF was moving towards
Ukhrul district via National
Highway 202. It is alleged
that while passing through
the TM Kasom area, sus-
pected militants positioned
in the nearby hills suddenly
opened fire on the convoy.

Nitesh Das was driving
the lead truck in the con-
voy. He was struck by mul-
tiple bullets during the
attack and died on the spot.

The phone number of

his brother, Anshu Das,
was displayed on the truck.
Following the incident,
other truck drivers in-
formed Anshu Das of the
tragic news.

Nitesh Das is survived
by his son, Nagen Das, who
suffers from pancreatitis,
and his daughter, Deepa
Das, who is of marriage-
able age. His wife, Gita
Rani Das, passed away in
2024.

Six months ago, Nitesh
had returned to his home
in Triveni and had prom-
ised his family that he
would come back soon. In-
stead, the family received
the devastating news of his
death.

He used to speak with
his son, daughter, and
brother every day over the
phone. He had even spoken
with his daughter on the
morning before the attack.

The income he earned from
driving trucks was used to
support the family and pay
for his son's medical treat-
ment.

His brother, Anshu Das,
has always stood by the
family and provided all
possible assistance.

The family is now not
only grieving the loss of
their sole breadwinner but
is also deeply concerned
about their future. They
have appealed to the gov-
ernment for assistance.

Two family members
have already left for Ma-
nipur to bring Nitesh Das’s
body home. Upon learning
of the incident, Saptagram
MLA Swaraj Ghosh visited
the bereaved family and
expressed his condolences.
Standing beside them in
their hour of grief, he as-
sured them of his support.

He stated that official
procedures had already
begun to bring Nitesh Das’s
body back from Manipur.

He also said that he had
contacted the District Mag-
istrate (DM), who had ex-
tended assistance from his
office.

Swaraj Ghosh ex-
pressed hope that the body
would be brought back as
soon as possible and as-
sured that all possible sup-
port from the state
government and his office
would be provided to the
family.

During an interaction
with journalists, a question
was raised regarding the
presence of a BJP govern-
ment in Manipur and why
militants and Maoist
groups were still able to
carry out such attacks.

Responding to the
question, Swaraj Ghosh
said, “That is a valid con-
cern. However, the Central
Government will not spare
such terrorists. Strict action
will be taken against them,
and the whole world will
witness it.”

MI News Service, Nadia : In a bid
to ensure the last-mile delivery of
government welfare schemes to
remote tribal settlements, the Cen-
tre has launched the special out-
reach programme ‘Jan Bhagidari
Sabse Door, Sabse Pehle’ in Nadia
district. The initiative was for-
mally inaugurated at Kune Chand-
pur Junior High School in the
India-Bangladesh border region
under Krishnaganj block.

According to district adminis-
tration sources, the programme
has been rolled out simultaneously
across five blocks of Nadia district,
focusing on tribal villages that
have remained relatively under-
served in terms of access to gov-
ernment services and welfare
benefits.

Officials said the initiative is
linked to several tribal welfare
schemes of the Union government
and aims to improve access to ed-
ucation, healthcare, nutrition,
drinking water and social security
benefits among marginalised
tribal communities.

Amit Pramanik, BJP’s organi-
sational spokesperson and coordi-
nator in Nadia district, said the
programme is intended to reach
tribal populations living in remote

areas where government services
have historically had limited pen-
etration. “The objective is to en-
sure that the most deprived
sections receive priority access to
welfare schemes and public serv-
ices,” he said.

Special camps have been or-
ganised at Mirairpur Adivasi Pri-
mary School in Nakashipara
block, Dalimoula-Jhitkipota Adi-
vasi Primary School in Krishnana-
gar-II block,
Bagadanga-Kapasdanga Primary
School and Kushi Primary School
in Krishnanagar-I block, Kule

Chandpur Junior High School in
Krishnaganj block, and Mahanala
Adivasi Vidyalaya in Chakdaha
block.

The camps are providing on-
the-spot access to various govern-
ment welfare services,
documentation assistance and so-
cial security benefits. Plantation
drives are also being conducted as
part of the programme.

Administrative officials said
that cases which cannot be re-
solved at the camp level will be re-
ferred to block, subdivision or
district authorities for necessary

action. The camps are expected to
be held on a regular basis in the
identified blocks to ensure contin-
uous outreach.

Healthcare has been identified
as a major component of the ini-
tiative. Daily health camps are
being organised to provide basic
medical consultations, health
screening and awareness services
to tribal residents.

Another key feature of the pro-
gramme is the organisation of
public grievance hearings.
Through these interactions, local
tribal residents will be able to
highlight issues related to civic
amenities, infrastructure, welfare
delivery and public services. The
concerns raised will be docu-
mented and forwarded to the rel-
evant panchayat, block and
district authorities for resolution.

Officials said all necessary ad-
ministrative measures have been
put in place to ensure the success-
ful implementation of the pro-
gramme. The five-day campaign
marks one of the first large-scale
efforts in Nadia district to directly
connect remote tribal communi-
ties with government welfare de-
livery mechanisms and
administrative support.

Centre launches ‘Jan Bhagidari Sabse Door, Sabse Pehle’ 
outreach programme for tribal communities in Nadia

TMC Leader Lakshmi Sit Arrested in Narayangarh 
Rape Case; Court Sends Him to Police Custody
MI News Service, Kharag-
pur : Amid renewed efforts
to investigate pending
cases following the politi-
cal changes in the state, a
significant arrest has been
made in the Narayangarh
area of West Medinipur
district. Narayangarh Po-
lice have arrested Lakshmi
Sit, the regional president
of the Trinamool Congress
(TMC) in the Makrampur
area, in connection with
an alleged rape case. The
accused was produced be-
fore the Kharagpur court,
which ordered that he be
remanded to police cus-
tody.

According to police
sources, a woman had
filed a complaint against
Lakshmi Sit last year, mak-
ing serious allegations
against him. In her com-
plaint, she alleged that the
accused had called her to
a party office and sexually
assaulted her. Although a
case was registered at the
time, the accused could
not be arrested and the in-
vestigation remained
pending.Recently, police
reactivated the case file
and intensified the investi-
gation. Based on fresh evi-
dence and findings
obtained during the re-
newed probe, a special op-
eration was conducted,
leading to the arrest of the

accused.Following his ar-
rest, Lakshmi Sit was pro-
duced before the
Kharagpur court. Seeking
custody for further investi-
gation, police requested
his remand. Considering
the seriousness of the alle-
gations, the court ordered
that the accused be sent to
police custody.The arrest
has sparked widespread
discussion in political cir-
cles across Narayangarh
and Makrampur. Opposi-
tion parties have ques-
tioned the Trinamool
Congress over the matter,
while no official response
has yet been issued by the
local leadership of the
party.Police officials stated
that an impartial and thor-
ough investigation is being
conducted and that all as-

pects of the case will be ex-
amined. To prevent any
untoward incidents and
maintain law and order,
police surveillance in the
area has been
intensified.The case con-
tinues to attract the atten-
tion of the administration,
political parties, and local
residents. Investigators be-
lieve that several impor-
tant facts may emerge as
the probe progresses fur-
ther. The allegations men-
tioned in this report are
accusations under investi-
gation. The accused has
been arrested, but guilt
has not been established in
court, and he remains en-
titled to the presumption of
innocence until proven
guilty through due legal
process.

MI News Service, Nadia : A major contro-
versy has erupted in Nadia district following
allegations that government relief materi-
als, including tarpaulin sheets and clothes
meant for distribution among beneficiaries,
were stored in a local club allegedly linked
to Nabadwip Municipality Chairman and
Trinamool Congress leader Biman Krishna
Saha. Subsequently police arrested him
early on Saturday and produced in Krish-
nanagar court. The court has ordered for 7
days police remand. One of his associates
was too arrested and court has ordered the
same for him, a sources said.

According to local residents, the relief
materials were kept in a club premises in-
stead of an authorized government storage
facility. The matter came to light on Friday
afternoon, prompting angry residents to
gather outside the club and lodge com-
plaints with the police. Following the alle-
gations, police conducted a search of the

premises and reportedly recovered a large
quantity of government tarpaulins and re-
lief clothes.

Police subsequently questioned Chair-
man Bimankrishna Saha regarding the
source of the materials, the reasons for
their storage at the club, and related official
documentation. Sources claimed that he
was unable to provide a satisfactory expla-
nation regarding the recovered items.

Amid growing public attention and a
large crowd outside his residence, police
detained Saha at around 3:40 a.m. on Sat-
urday. When he was taken to police station,
irate mob allegedly threw shoes to him. He
was later formally arrested and produced
before the Krishnanagar Court. According
to sources, the court remanded him to
seven days of police custody. Another indi-
vidual, identified as Saurav Saha and re-
portedly associated with the club, was also
arrested in connection with the case and
was likewise sent to seven days of police
custody.

Bimankrishna Saha has served as
Chairman of Nabadwip Municipality for
more than fifteen years and is considered a
prominent political figure in the area. The
incident has triggered intense political dis-
cussion across the district and state.

Remarkable that the new Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari came to Nabadwip on
Thursday.

Nabadwip Municipal Chairman arrested 
over alleged relief material irregularities

Truck Driver from Hooghly Killed in Militant Firing in Manipur; Family Faces
Uncertain Future with Sick Son and Marriageable Daughter, MLA Assures Support

MI News Service, Kharag-
pur : Police have arrested
Kalpana Sit, State Secre-
tary of the Women's Tri-
namool Congress and a
Zilla Parishad member, in
connection with an alleged
financial transaction case
linked to the illegal sand
trade in the Keshiary area
of West Medinipur district.
The action, carried out by
Kharagpur Town Police
Station, has triggered wide-
spread discussion in the
district's political
circles.According to police
sources, two alleged mem-
bers of a sand mafia net-
work were arrested from
the Keshiary area a few
days ago. During interroga-
tion, investigators report-
edly uncovered several
important details related to
the illegal sand mining and
trading operation.As the in-
vestigation progressed, po-
lice allegedly obtained
evidence indicating the in-
volvement of influential
Trinamool Congress leader
Kalpana Sit. Authorities
claim that she had financial
dealings and maintained
contacts with individuals
connected to the illegal
sand trade. Based on the
findings of the investiga-
tion, police arrested
Kalpana Sit and subse-
quently produced her be-
fore the Kharagpur
Sub-Divisional Court. Seek-
ing to conduct a more de-
tailed probe and identify

other members of the al-
leged network, investiga-
tors requested police
custody. The court ac-
cepted the plea and or-
dered that she be
remanded to police cus-
tody.Reacting to the devel-
opment, West Medinipur
Superintendent of Police,
Papia Sultana, stated that
the matter is being investi-
gated thoroughly and that
further action will be taken
after examining all aspects
of the case.Notably, several
old and new cases in the
district have seen renewed
investigative activity in re-
cent weeks. Following the
arrest of a Trinamool
leader in Narayangarh, the
arrest of another influential
party leader from Keshiary
has sparked fresh political
debate.While opposition
parties are using the inci-
dent to question the state
government and the ruling
party, the matter has also
generated considerable in-
terest and discussion
among local residents.Po-
lice are currently investi-
gating the alleged financial
transactions, the broader
illegal sand trade network,
and the possible involve-
ment of other suspects. In-
vestigators believe that
further significant revela-
tions may emerge as the
probe continues.The alle-
gations mentioned in this
report are currently under
investigation.

TMC Leader Kalpana Sit Arrested
in Keshiary Over Alleged Finan-
cial Links with Sand Mafia; Court
Sends Her to Police Custody

MI News Service, Birbhum:
Police on Friday night recov-
ered nearly Rs 50 lakh in
cash and over 500 grams of
gold jewellery from a resi-
dential compound linked to a
local sand trader, and ar-
rested the principal suspect
as investigators probe al-
leged illicit sand operations
and unexplained wealth.

Mohammadbazar police,
acting on specific intelli-
gence, conducted coordi-
nated searches at properties
occupied by Sohel Sheikh,
Laban Sheikh and Shamim
(Samim) Sheikh. Officers said
they recovered cash bundles
totalling Rs 49.75 lakh and
approximately 502 grams of
gold ornaments from the
house and an associated of-
fice. Shamim Sheikh, de-
scribed by police as the
primary occupant and a local
businessman, was taken into
custody for questioning on
charges related to illegal
sand trading and suspected
proceeds of crime. Authori-
ties said the trio are known to
operate within the district’s
sand trade and hold interests
in road contracting. Initial in-
quiries by investigators are
focusing on the provenance
of the recovered cash and
jewellery and whether the
assets are linked to unautho-
rised extraction, stockpiling
or smuggling of river sand.
“We are examining financial
records, transaction trails
and property documents to
establish how these assets
were accumulated,” a senior
police officer involved in the
probe said. The seizure fol-
lows intensified enforcement
in the district against sus-
pected illegal sand mining
and unauthorised commer-
cial activity. District officials
said the recent clampdown
aims to disrupt organised
networks that allegedly ex-
ploit riverbeds and charge il-
legal levies, depriving
legitimate buyers and the
public exchequer. Local ad-
ministration sources indi-
cated that monitoring of sand
pits and associated supply
chains has been stepped up
in recent weeks. The arrest
has rekindled long‑standing
questions about the nexus
between traders, contrac-
tors and local power centres
in areas where sand is a lu-
crative commodity. Investi-
gators are compiling
evidence to determine if any
public officials or intermedi-
aries were complicit, and
whether proceeds of alleged
illegal operations were
laundered through cash
holdings or converted into
jewellery and other assets.
Police said further forensic
analysis of the seized cash
and jewellery is under way
and that more arrests or
summonses could follow as
the inquiry progresses. The
arrested businessman is
being interrogated and for-
mal charges are being pre-
pared, pending the outcome
of the investigation.

MI News Service, Burdwan: In a sweeping enforce-
ment drive aimed at clamping down on illicit sand trade,
East Burdwan authorities recovered 28 lakh cubic feet of
unlawfully stored sand over the past week and imposed
fines totalling Rs 4 crore, officials said on Friday.

Acting on directives from the district administration
and following intensified inspections along the Damodar
riverbanks in the Sadarghat area, land department teams
carried out coordinated raids at multiple storage sites.

Ten lessees have been booked in connection with
unauthorised storage and excess stockpiling; four were di-
rectly implicated for holding sand beyond the limits au-
thorised in their leases, the administration said. “The
district has adopted a zero‑tolerance policy against illegal
sand trading,” District Magistrate Shweta Agarwal told re-
porters. Authorities said seized material — accumulated
at unauthorised ghats and private yards — was cata-
logued and secured while fines were levied under relevant
land and mining regulations. The lessees have deposited
the penalty amounts, officials confirmed. The operation
follows a clear instruction from the state leadership to halt
unlawful extraction and clandestine hoarding that have
inflated prices and deprived the poor of affordable build-
ing material. To address price gouging, district authorities
have fixed a concessionary rate of Rs 1,200 per 100 cubic
feet (tractor trolley) for beneficiaries of government hous-
ing schemes and economically vulnerable buyers. Com-
mercial purchasers will continue to pay prevailing market
rates, currently estimated between Rs 6,500 and Rs 7,500
per 100 CFT inclusive of transport.

MI News Service, South 24 Parganas: A tightly secured hold-
ing centre has been established in the Jhormor area under
Jibantala police station to house suspected illegal entrants,
officials said on Saturday, describing the facility as effec-
tively sealed off from the outside world.

Authorities converted a disused Karma Tirtha building
— later repurposed as a quarantine centre during the
COVID‑19 pandemic — into the detention facility. High walls
were reinforced and barbed wire installed along the perime-
ter, while round‑the‑clock police deployment and continuous
CCTV monitoring leave the compound under constant sur-
veillance. “All arrangements are being made as per state
guidelines,” Canning’s deputy commissioner, Praveen
Maliyal, told reporters. “Food and basic amenities have been
provided and police are present 24 hours a day. Outstanding
infrastructure work will be completed shortly.” Five individ-
uals — arrested from Ghutiari Sharif, Mallikpur and
Sonarpur — are currently lodged at the centre under strict
security. Officials said the detainees receive three meals
daily and are held separately from the public, with no unau-
thorised approach permitted to the site. Administrative
sources stressed there is no room for lapses in protocol and
described the facility as resembling a fortress, so secure that
“not even a crow” can approach. The creation of the Jiban-
tala holding centre has drawn attention across South 24
Parganas, a geographically large district, prompting ques-
tions about whether a single facility will suffice or whether
additional centres will be required. District authorities said
the centre is a stopgap solution using existing infrastructure
and that further decisions on expansion will follow opera-
tional assessments. Officials declined to provide a precise
timetable for the repatriation of the detainees, saying that
documentation and verification processes are under way.
“The necessary papers are being prepared; repatriation will
proceed once formalities are complete,” an administration
source said, without elaborating on dates.

MI News Service, Kharagpur : An important
initiative to address the long-standing drainage
and sanitation issues in Ward No. 28 of
Kharagpur was highlighted during a “Chai Pe
Charcha” (Tea Discussion) and welcome pro-
gram organized in the area. During the event,
Minister and MLA Dilip Ghosh interacted di-
rectly with local residents, listened to their
grievances, and assured them that their prob-
lems would be resolved at the earliest.

Residents raised several concerns related to
waterlogging, inadequate drainage facilities,
poor sanitation, and environmental pollution.
According to them, during the monsoon season,
the lack of proper drainage causes water to ac-
cumulate on roads and in residential areas, dis-
rupting daily life and increasing health risks.

Taking these issues seriously, Minister Dilip
Ghosh stated that a comprehensive plan would
be prepared to improve the drainage system in
Ward No. 28. He said that coordination would
be established with the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Kharagpur, the Railway Ad-
ministration, and the Kharagpur Municipality

to ensure effective implementation of the proj-
ect. With the cooperation of all concerned
agencies, efforts will be made to develop a per-
manent and scientifically designed drainage
system that will provide a lasting solution to
the problem of waterlogging.He emphasized
that the primary objective of the state govern-
ment and local administration is to provide
better civic amenities to citizens. Issues related
to roads, sanitation, drainage, and public
health will be addressed on a priority basis.The

minister expressed confidence that residents of
Ward No. 28 would soon witness the direct
benefits of the proposed development proj-
ects.Addressing the growing issue of pollution,
Dilip Ghosh adopted a firm stance and made it
clear that activities causing environmental
damage would not be tolerated under any cir-
cumstances. He warned that strict administra-
tive and legal action would be taken against
anyone found violating regulations and con-
tributing to pollution.He further stated that a
clean and healthy environment is the right of
every citizen, and the administration is fully
committed to ensuring it. He also appealed to
residents to cooperate in maintaining cleanli-
ness and to immediately report any illegal or
polluting activities to the concerned authori-
ties.Local residents believe that if the an-
nounced plans are implemented on time, Ward
No. 28 could emerge as one of the most devel-
oped and cleanest areas of Kharagpur. This ini-
tiative, which aims to balance development
with environmental protection, has the poten-
tial to significantly transform the area.

Security Tightened in Jibantala Following 
Arrests, Area Placed Under Lockdown

Nearly 50L, 500g 
Gold Found in Raid

Massive Sand Haul: East Burdwan Cracks Down, Fines Total Rs 4 Cr

Minister Dilip Ghosh Assures Permanent Solution to Drainage Problems, Warns of Strict Action Against Polluters
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MI News Service, Kolkata: 
Venture capital (VC) firms are 
increasingly becoming a cru-
cial source of funding for Indian 
startups, helping entrepreneurs 
build innovative businesses de-
spite limited access to traditional 
capital, experts said at the MCCI 
Start-ups Conclave organised 
by the Merchants’ Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry (MCCI) in 
Kolkata on Saturday.

The conclave featured indus-
try leaders including Dipanjan-
Basu, Co-Founder and Partner 
of Fireside Ventures; Punit 
Shah, Founder and Managing 
Partner of Alteria Capital VC; 
Puneet Matta, Co-Founder and 
Vice Chairman of Neo Wealth; 
and ArchanaJahagirdar, 
Founder and Managing Part-
ner of Rukam Capital. The ses-
sion was moderated by Aaquib 
Hussain, Founding Partner of 

Freeflow Ventures.
Speaking on the future of 

consumer and digital India, 
DipanjanBasu highlighted 
the vast opportunities emerg-
ing from changing consumer 
behaviour and rapid digital 
adoption. He noted that India 
is expected to become a USD 
5.6 trillion economy by 2028-
29, with consumption driving 
nearly 60 percent of growth. 
He added that e-commerce and 
artificial intelligence will play a 
transformative role in shaping 
future consumer markets.

Punit Shah described ven-
ture capital as an effective 
alternative funding route for 
startups. He said many startups 
remain unprofitable for their 
initial years while focusing on 
building intellectual property 
and strong brands. According 
to him, VCs provide growth 

capital and strategic support, 
enabling startups to scale sus-
tainably.

Puneet Matta stressed the 
importance of wealth man-
agers in guiding investors to-
ward suitable startup portfoli-
os based on risk appetite and 
long-term return expectations.

ArchanaJahagirdar high-
lighted the growing rise of 
women-led entrepreneurship 
in India, noting that venture 
capital has become a major 
enabler for women founders 
building ethical, innovative and 
scalable businesses.

Earlier, MCCI President Priti-
Sureka said India has emerged 
as the world’s third-largest 
startup ecosystem, with over 
two lakh recognised startups 
and more than 100 unicorns, 
driven by the success of the 
Startup India initiative.

MI News Service, Kolkata: The West 
Bengal government has announced a ze-
ro-tolerance policy against hospital mid-
dlemen and unnecessary patient referrals, 
with Chief Minister SuvenduAdhikari un-
veiling a series of healthcare reforms aimed 
at improving accountability and patient ser-
vices across the state.

Addressing a public programme on Sat-
urday, the Chief Minister said a 24-hour 
control room would be established at the 
state Health Department headquarters to 
monitor hospitals and medical colleges in 
real time. The control room will oversee 
healthcare facilities across districts and en-
sure that patients receive timely treatment 
without being exploited by illegal broker 
networks.

According to Adhikari, the monitoring 
system will keep track of several aspects of 
hospital functioning, including the presence 
of doctors, availability of services, cleanli-
ness of hospital premises and the preven-
tion of unauthorized middlemen operating 
within healthcare institutions. Authorities 
will also monitor whether hospital cam-
puses remain hygienic and free from stray 
animals. Professional personnel will be re-
cruited to operate and supervise the moni-
toring mechanism.

The Chief Minister emphasized that the 
government is working to minimize refer-
rals from government hospitals, particular-
ly in critical cases. To achieve this, the state 
plans to coordinate with private hospitals 
that had earlier received land from the gov-
ernment at concessional rates. Under the 
new arrangement, up to 15 percent of beds 
in such hospitals will be reserved for eco-
nomically disadvantaged patients referred 
from government facilities. These hospitals 
will be required to provide treatment to eli-
gible patients sent by the state.

Adhikari also urged citizens to report 
complaints related to illegal referral prac-

tices and hospital middlemen. He revealed 
that disciplinary action has already been 
taken in one such case, with an MSVP of 
Kolkata Medical College reportedly sus-
pended over the referral of a critically ill 
patient.

The Chief Minister further announced 
that the National Health Mission (NHM) will 
be fully implemented in West Bengal from 
this year. The Government of India has al-
located ₹2,103 crore to the state under the 
scheme, of which ₹527 crore has already 
been released.

In addition, West Bengal has received an 
allocation of ₹976 crore under the Ayush-
man Bharat programme. The state gov-
ernment plans to bring more than six crore 
people from 1.36 crore families under the 
scheme, enabling beneficiaries, including 
migrant workers, to access healthcare ser-
vices across India.

Describing the measures as transfor-
mative, Adhikari also announced that 467 
Pradhan Mantri Jan AushadhiKendras 
will be opened. New medical colleges will 
be established in Alipurduar, Kalimpong, 
DakshinDinajpur, and PaschimBardhaman, 
ensuring that every district in West Bengal 
has access to medical college facilities and 
advanced healthcare infrastructure.

MI News Service, Kolkata: With the 
launch of the Annapurna Yojana approach-
ing on June 1, thousands of women across 
West Bengal are eagerly awaiting the prom-
ised monthly financial assistance of ₹3,000 
under the new welfare scheme. The amount 
is set to replace the ₹1,500 previously re-
ceived by beneficiaries under the Lakshmir-
Bhandar programme, effectively doubling 
the assistance available to eligible women.

Initially, the state government had indi-
cated that women already receiving ben-
efits under LakshmirBhandar would au-
tomatically receive the Annapurna Yojana 
payment in their bank accounts. However, 
the government later introduced a separate 
12-page application form, making it man-
datory for beneficiaries to apply afresh for 
inclusion under the new scheme.

The move has led to confusion among 
many applicants, particularly those who 
believed their existing registration under 
LakshmirBhandar would be sufficient to 
qualify for the revised benefit.

Addressing the issue, Women and Child 
Development Minister Agnimitra Paul clar-
ified that merely filling out the application 
form does not guarantee approval under 
the scheme. Speaking to reporters, she said 
that every application would be scrutinized 
before financial assistance is sanctioned.

“Submitting the 12-page form does not 
automatically mean that a person will re-
ceive Annapurna Yojana benefits. All appli-
cations will be verified before any payment 
is released,” the minister said.

Responding to questions about earlier 
assurances that LakshmirBhandar bene-
ficiaries would be covered automatically, 
Paul said the government later discovered 
several irregularities in the existing data-
base. According to her, authorities found 
instances where payments were alleged-
ly being credited to accounts belonging to 
men, despite the scheme being intended for 
women.

She said the fresh application process is 
necessary to identify genuine beneficiaries 

and ensure that government funds reach 
the right recipients.

The minister also revealed that the in-
formation being collected through the new 
form is not intended solely for the Anna-
purna Yojana. According to her, the data 
will help the government prepare for the 
rollout of several upcoming Central welfare 
schemes and create a more accurate bene-
ficiary database.

Chief Minister SuvenduAdhikari has 
claimed that nearly 30 lakh fake or ineli-
gible names exist in the LakshmirBhandar 
beneficiary list. The government has there-
fore launched a verification process to iden-
tify eligible women and remove irregular 
entries.

Officials have also stated that Indian citi-
zenship will be one of the eligibility require-
ments for receiving Annapurna Yojana ben-
efits. The verification exercise is expected 
to determine whether applicants meet all 
prescribed criteria before the monthly as-
sistance is released.

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
West Bengal Chief Minister 
SuvenduAdhikari on Saturday 
signalled a new era of coopera-
tion between the state govern-
ment and the Damodar Valley 
Corporation (DVC) ahead of the 
upcoming monsoon season, 
ending years of confrontation 
that marked the previous ad-
ministration’s approach.

Speaking after inaugurating 
the ‘Swachh’ app in New Town 
in the presence of Union Min-
ister Manohar LalKhattar, the 
Chief Minister said allegations 
made by the former Trinamool 
Congress government against 
DVC over flooding in the state 
had been proven false.

“Claims that DVC was re-
sponsible for flooding during 
the monsoon were completely 
untrue. That chapter is now 
over,” Adhikari told report-
ers. He stressed that the state 
government and DVC are now 
working in coordination to 

ensure effective flood man-
agement and water resource 
planning before the onset of 
the rainy season.

The Chief Minister said sev-
eral meetings have already 
been held involving DVC, the 
Irrigation Department and 
other concerned agencies to 

prepare for potential mon-
soon-related challenges. He 
added that the focus is on ad-
vance planning and inter-de-
partmental coordination to 
minimise flood risks across 
the state.

During the tenure of former 
Chief Minister Mamata Baner-

jee, the state government had 
repeatedly accused DVC of 
releasing excess water with-
out consultation, leading to 
flood-like situations in several 
districts of South Bengal. The 
former government had often 
described such incidents as 
“man-made floods” and de-
manded intervention from the 
Centre.

However, DVC consistent-
ly rejected those allegations, 
maintaining that water releas-
es were carried out according 
to established protocols. Cen-
tral authorities had also dis-
puted the claims on multiple 
occasions.

With a “double-engine” 
government now in power in 
West Bengal, Adhikari said 
cooperation rather than con-
frontation would guide the 
state’s relationship with DVC, 
particularly in addressing 
monsoon preparedness and 
flood management.

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
West Bengal BJP president 
Shamik Bhattacharya on Sat-
urday strongly advocated pop-
ulation control measures in 
the state, suggesting that the 
newly elected BJP government 
should consider promoting 
family planning as part of its 
broader development agenda. 
He made the remarks while 
attending the launch of the 
state’s cervical cancer vacci-
nation programme at Bidhan-
nagar Hospital.

Referring to historical chal-
lenges faced by public health 
campaigns, Bhattacharya said 
misinformation and religious 
conservatism had often hin-
dered vaccination and dis-
ease-prevention efforts in the 
country. He expressed confi-
dence in the leadership of Chief 
Minister SuvenduAdhikari, 
stating that the new govern-
ment had already taken several 

significant decisions and would 
continue to address key social 
and developmental issues.

“West Bengal needs ef-
fective population control 
measures. Family planning 
should be encouraged through 
awareness campaigns and 
government initiatives. It is 
important to reduce pressure 
on land and resources while 
ensuring better opportuni-
ties for women’s education, 
healthcare and socio-econom-
ic advancement,” Bhattacha-
rya said.

He urged the Chief Minister 
to take up the issue as a policy 
priority, arguing that planned 
population growth would con-
tribute to the state’s long-term 
development. According to 
him, family planning should 
be viewed not only as a demo-
graphic issue but also as a tool 
for improving the quality of 
life and expanding opportuni-

ties for women.
During his speech, Bhat-

tacharya also recalled the 
1990 Bantala incident, in 
which government health of-
ficials and a UNICEF officer 
were brutally attacked while 
returning to Kolkata after offi-
cial work. He said the tragedy 
served as a reminder of the 
challenges faced by health-
care workers in carrying out 
public welfare programmes.

Emphasising the role of the 
state in delivering healthcare 
services, he said the govern-
ment was committed to serv-
ing all citizens irrespective of 
community or political affil-
iation. “This government is 
for the people of West Bengal 
and is committed to ensuring 
healthcare access for all,” he 
said.

Bhattacharya further as-
serted that the administration 
would function independently 

and that decisions relating to 
healthcare institutions and 
personnel would be made 
through official channels rath-
er than political influence.

The remarks came during 
the inauguration of the state’s 
cervical cancer vaccination 
drive, launched with support 
from the Central Government. 
The programme will provide 
free HPV vaccines to girls aged 
14 and 15 years across West 
Bengal. Chief Minister Suven-
duAdhikari, Chief Secretary 
Manoj Agarwal, senior health 
officials and BJP leaders at-
tended the event.

The state government has 
set a target of administering 
more than seven lakh vaccine 
doses. The vaccination cam-
paign has commenced across 
235 government hospitals and 
healthcare centres and is ex-
pected to expand further in 
the coming months.

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
A team of the CID on Saturday 
visited the residence of Trina-
mool Congress National Gen-
eral Secretary Abhishek Ba-
nerjee in connection with an 
investigation into an alleged 
signature forgery case linked 
to a resolution submitted in 
the West Bengal Assembly.

Around six CID officers 
reached Banerjee’s Bhawa-
nipur residence, “Shantini-
ketan”, at around 1.30 pm 
and reportedly waited for 
several minutes. A household 
staff member informed them 
that neither Banerjee nor any 

of his family members were 
present. The officers said they 
had come to serve a notice 
but declined to hand it over to 
staff members, insisting it be 
delivered directly to a family 
member.

Later, the CID team pro-
ceeded to Banerjee’s resi-
dence in Kalighat, where they 
again refused to hand over the 
notice to employees. After Ba-
nerjee arrived, he personally 
received the notice.

Speaking to reporters, Ba-
nerjee said, “The investigat-
ing agency has come to serve 
a notice. I have accepted it. If 

required, I will seek legal as-
sistance and cooperate with 
the investigation.”

The case relates to a resolu-
tion submitted to the Assembly 
proposing SobhandebChatto-
padhyay as the Leader of the 
Opposition. The document 
reportedly carried the signa-
tures of 70 Trinamool MLAs. 
However, allegations later 
surfaced that several signa-
tures on the resolution did not 
match the legislators’ previous 
records, raising concerns of 
possible forgery.

The matter gained signif-
icance because a letter con-

nected to the proposal had 
allegedly been submitted on 
behalf of Banerjee before the 
resolution was formally placed 
before the Assembly.

Following a complaint 
lodged by the Assembly Sec-
retariat at Hare Street Police 
Station, the investigation was 
initially handled by the state 
and Kolkata police before be-
ing transferred to the CID for 
a detailed probe. The agency 
is now examining the authen-
ticity of the signatures and the 
circumstances surrounding 
the submission of the resolu-
tion.

Continued from Pg 1: 
General Dwivedi added 
that the proposed struc-
ture would see service 
chiefs focusing on force 
sustenance and readiness, 
while theatre command-
ers would be responsible 
for operational employ-
ment of forces.

“Whenever you will find 
there is a kind of synergy 
which is to be brought in, 
there will be some kind 
of a giveaway by all three 
services. Therefore the 
service chiefs will be re-

sponsible for the restrain 
and sustain and the the-
atre commanders will be 
responsible for the op-
eration, orchestration of 
the forces. We are hopeful 
that the next setup, which 
is coming under the new 
CDS should be able to 
take the journey forward 
and in next 2-3 years we 
should be able to see it 
happening on ground,” 
COAS Dwivedi said.

Recalling his days as 
an NDA cadet, General 
Dwivedi shared memo-

ries of Charlie Squadron, 
which emerged as the 
Champion Squadron this 
term. Praising the current 
generation of cadets, the 
Army Chief expressed con-
fidence in their ability to 
take the armed forces to 
greater heights.

He said, “When I 
reached NDA, the first 
thing I did was go to 
Charlie Squadron… When 
I came to know that this 
time it was the Cham-
pion Squadron, my en-
thusiasm increased and 

I remembered my days, 
how we used to live there 
because I myself was a 
PT Captain… Yesterday, 
when the PT display was 
taking place, I also felt 
like doing this exercise 
with them, and if it were 
not for the constraints of 
age, then perhaps I would 
have done it… I am happy 
that the confidence that 
today’s NDA cadets have 
gives us the satisfaction 
that the coming gener-
ation will go one step 
ahead of us.”

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: Trinamool Con-
gress National General Sec-
retary Abhishek Banerjee on 
Saturday visited the family 
of party worker Biswajit-
Pattnaik, who died after al-
legedly being attacked on 
the night of May 4, the day 
the West Bengal Assembly 
election results were de-
clared.

The BJP secured a de-
cisive victory in the polls, 
winning 208 seats, while the 
Trinamool Congress was re-
duced to 80 seats. Against 
the backdrop of allegations 
of post-poll violence, Pat-
tnaik’s death had drawn sig-
nificant attention in political 
circles.

Accompanied by Belegha-
ta MLA Kunal Ghosh, Ba-
nerjee visited the family’s 
residence in Ward No. 35 of 
Beleghata. During the meet-
ing, he spoke with family 
members, enquired about 
their condition and listened 
to their concerns. He also 
assured them of all possible 
legal assistance in their pur-
suit of justice.

According to party sourc-
es, Banerjee conveyed the 
party’s solidarity with the 
bereaved family and pledged 
support during the legal pro-
cess.

However, the visit has also 
triggered questions from po-
litical observers, as it came 
26 days after the incident. 
The delay in reaching out 
to the family has become a 
subject of discussion amid 
the continuing debate over 
post-election violence in the 
state.
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West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari addresses a programme  during the 
inauguration of the cervical cancer vaccination campaign at Bidhannagar Sub-Divi-
sional Hospital on Saturday.

Priti A. Sureka, President, MCCI, presenting a memento to Dipanjan Basu, Co-Founder & Partner, Fireside Ventures at MCCI Start-
Ups Conclave on Saturday

West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari speaks with senior citizens during an 
inspection visit to Chetla Central Park in Bhawanipore, Kolkata, on Saturday.

West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari interacts with students at Harish Park in Bha-
wanipore, Kolkata, on Saturday.

West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari, in the presence of BJP State President Samik Bhattacharya, hands HPV vaccination certificate to a girl who was among the 
first recipients of the vaccine during a vaccination programme at Bidhannagar Sub-Divisional Hospital in Kolkata on Saturday.

VCs Emerging as Key Alternative Funding Source 
for Indian Startups: Experts at MCCI Conclave

State Govt Announces Zero-Tolerance Policy Against Hospital 
Middlemen, Launches 24x7 Health Monitoring Control Room

Annapurna Yojana Applicants to Undergo Verification; 
Filling Form Alone Will Not Guarantee Benefits

State Govt, DVC to Work Together 
Ahead of Monsoon, Says  Suvendu

BJP State Chief Calls for Population Control 
Measures at Cervical Cancer Vaccination Launch

CID Serves Notice to Abhishek Banerjee 
in Alleged Signature Forgery Case

Abhishek  Visits 
Family of Slain TMC 
Worker in Beleghata

Armed forces ready for Operation Sindoor 2.0 : Army chief
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Name Change
I, Archana Das Paul, daughter of Late
Sukharanjan Das, wife of Late Sisir
Kumar Paul, residing at 121, B.C. Roy
Road, Post– Dakshin Jagaddal, P.S.-
Sonarpur, Kolkata– 700151, do hereby
state that before my marriage my
name was “Archana Das” and after my
marriage my name became “Archana
Paul”. This name has been recorded
as "Archana Paul" in my PAN Card,
Voter Card, Aadhaar Card and my
service/employment records. I do
hereby declare that "Archana Das” and
“Archana Paul" are one and the same
person. As per the affidavit sworn be-
fore the Learned Judicial Magistrate,
First Class, at Baruipur Court on
14/10/2025, I have changed my name
to "Archana Paul" with effect from
14.10.2025. My Affidavit number is
8663. Henceforth, in all future matters
and records, I shall be known and
identified by the name "Archana Paul".

Name Change
I, Mala Debnath, Daughter of Late
Pradip Kumar Debnath, Wife of Late
Dipankar Ghosh, residing at 54/B, K.G.
School Road Extension, Barrackpore,
P.O.  Nonachandanpukur, P.S Titagarh,
District North 24 Parganas, Kolkata-
700122, do hereby solemnly affirm
and declare that my son's Pratip Ghosh
will henceforth be known as Pratip
Debnath for all purpose. That Pratip
Ghosh and Pratip Debnath are the
same and one identical person, Vide an
affidavit (No. 1393 ) sworn before in
the court of Learned First Class Met-
ropolitan Magistrate at Bankshall
Court, Kolkata date 13/05/2024.

Name Change
I, Sekhar Agarwal, son of Ashok Kumar
Agarwal, residing at 37, Bhagwan
Lane,  Howrah-711101, do hereby
solemnly affirm and declare that my
actual name is Sekhar Agarwal and
my father's Ashok Kumar Agarwal and
Shekhar Agarwal and Sekhar Agarwal
(myself) and Ashoke Agarwal and
Ashok Kumar Agarwal (my father)
names of the same and one identical
person via affidavit in the Court of Ld
1st Class executive Magistrate at
Howrah dated 20th May 2026.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) MD UMAR ALI S/o-
AMJAD  Residing at, - Vill- Ramchan-
drapur, Post- Bansgara, Ps- Lalgola,
Dist- Murshidabad, West Bengal. Do
hereby declare that I have Changed
my name from MD UMAR ALI To
UMAR ALI (New name) and hence-
forth I Shall be Known as (New name)
UMAR ALI  in all purpose Vide an affi-
davit No- 2274 On Date 25 May 2026
Sworn before the Notary Public at
Berhampore Murshidabad, UMAR ALI
and MD UMAR ALI both are Same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) SUNATON KHAMARU
S/o-  RABINDRANATH KHAMARU Re-
siding at, - Vill- Sagarpara, Post-
Sagarpara, Ps- Jalangi, Dist- Mur-
shidabad, Pin- 742306, West Bengal.
Do hereby declare that I have Changed
my name from SUNATON KHAMARU
To SONATAN KHAMARU (New name)
and henceforth I Shall be Known as
(New name) SONATAN KHAMARU  in
all purpose Vide an affidavit No- 2275
On Date 25 May 2026  Sworn before
the Notary Public at Berhampore Mur-
shidabad, SONATAN KHAMARU  and
SUNATON KHAMARU both are Same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Satish Chandra Maparu (old name),
S/o Bishnupada Maparu, residing at
Salikagarchak, East Medinipur, Pin-
721653, do hereby declare that I have
changed my name from Satish Chan-
dra Maparu (Old Name) to Satish Ma-
paru (New Name) and henceforth I
shall be known as Satish Maparu (new
name) in all purpose, vide affidavit
sworn before the Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an Affidavit dated
29/05/2026. Satish Maparu (New
Name) and Satish Chandra Maparu
(Old Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Girish Chandra Vora & Girish Vora
(old names), S/o Late Shantilal Vora,
residing at Ganga Appartment, Flat-4A,
15C, Chakraberia Road, North Bhawa-
nipur, Kolkata- 700020, do hereby de-
clare that I have changed my name
from Girish Chandra Vora & Girish Vora
(Old Names) to Girish Shantilal Vora
(New Name) and henceforth I shall be
known as Girish Shantilal Vora (new
name) in all purpose, vide affidavit No
24 sworn before the Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an Affidavit dated
29/05/2026. Girish Shantilal Vora
(New Name) and Girish Chandra Vora
& Girish Vora (Old Names) all are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sila Das (Old Name), Daughter Of Sunil
Chandra Das, Resident Of 10/2 Shamsul
Huda Road, Po- Circus Avenue, Ps-
Karaya, Kolkata-700017, West Bengal
Do Hereby Declare That I Have Changed
My Name From Sila Das (Old Name) To
Shila Das (New Name) And Henceforth
I Shall Be Known As Shila Das (New
Name) In All Purpose,Vide Affidavit No
28 Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 22/05/2026. Shila Das (New
Name) And Sila Das (Old Name) Both
Are Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Chandi Chaki (Old Name) S/o Pra-
fullya Chaki, Residing at Serpur, PO-
Rampur Bhatpara, Bongaon, North 24
parganas, Pin-743249, West Bengal,
India. do hereby declare that I have
changed my name from Chandi Chaki
(Old Name) to Chandicharan Chaki
(new name) and henceforth I be known
as ChandiCharan Chaki (New Name) as
declared before the Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide affidavit Dated
27/05/2026. ChandiCharan Chaki (New
Name) and Chandi Chaki  (Old Name)
both are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sajeda Khandakar (old name), W/o
Abdul Hannan Khandakar, residing at
Dwarir Road, Khandakar Para Rajpur
Sonarpur (M), South 24 Parganas, Pin-
700151, West Bengal, do hereby declare
that I have changed my name from
Sajeda Khandakar (Old Name) to
Sajeda Bibi (New Name) and hence-
forth I shall be known as Sajeda Bibi
(new name) in all purpose, vide affidavit
sworn before the Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an Affidavit dated
29/05/2026. Sajeda Bibi (New Name)
and Sajeda Khandakar (Old Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Tajmina Khandakar (old name), W/o
Chatu Khandakar, residing at Dakshin
Jagatdal, Rajpur Sonarpur, Dist.- South
24 Parganas, Pin- 700151, West Ben-
gal, do hereby declare that I have
changed my name from Tajmina Khan-
dakar (Old Name) to Tajmina Bibi (New
Name) and henceforth I shall be known
as Tajmina Bibi (new name) in all pur-
pose, vide affidavit sworn before the
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an Affi-
davit dated 29/05/2026. Tajmina Bibi
(New Name) and Tajmina Khandakar
(Old Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Nimai Ch Bera (old name), S/o Shital
Bera, residing at Vill- Bansberia, P.O.-
Kantapukur, Howrah- 711303, do
hereby declare that I have changed my
name from Nimai Ch Bera (Old Name)
to Nimai Bera (New Name) and hence-
forth I shall be known as Nimai Bera
(new name) in all purpose, vide affidavit
sworn before the Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an Affidavit No 50 dated
29/05/2026. Nimai Bera (New Name)
and Nimai Ch Bera (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Rajesh Lunia (Old Name), Son Of Babu
Lal Lunia, Resident Of 3rd Floor, P- 78
Kalindi Housing Estate, Po: Lake Town,
North 24 Parganas-700089, West Ben-
gal Do Hereby Declare That I Have
Changed My Name From Rajesh Lunia
(Old Name) To Rajesh Kumar Lunia
(New Name) And Henceforth I Shall Be
Known As Rajesh Kumar Lunia (New
Name ) In All Purpose, Vide Affidavit No
37 Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 26/05/2026. Rajesh Kumar
Lunia (New Name) And Rajesh Lunia
(Old Name) Both Are Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sanjoy Barai (old name), S/o Ruhidas
Barai, residing at 153/3, Aguri Para Road,
Kanchrapara, Barrackpore, 743145,
Dist.- North 24 Pgs, do hereby declare
that I have changed my name from San-
joy Barai (Old Name) to Sanjay Barai
(New Name) and henceforth I shall be
known as Sanjay Barai (new name) in all
purpose, vide affidavit sworn before the
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an Affidavit
dated 29/05/2026. Sanjay Barai (New
Name) and Sanjoy Barai (Old Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sanjoy Kumar Shaw (old name), S/o
Late Lakshmi Narayan Shaw, residing at
329, West Chowbaga, P.S.- Anandapur,
Kolkata- 700105, West Bengal, do
hereby declare that I have changed my
name from Sanjoy Kumar Shaw (Old
Name) to Sanjay Shaw (New Name) and
henceforth I shall be known as Sanjay
Shaw (new name) in all purpose, vide
affidavit sworn before the Ld. 1st Class
Judicial Magistrate at Alipore, South 24
Pgs, vide an Affidavit No. 29842, on
24/12/2008. Sanjay Shaw (New Name)
and Sanjoy Kumar Shaw (Old Name)
both are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Gita Debi (old name), D/o Gyan Chand
Shaw, residing at 329, West Chowbaga,
P.S.- Anandapur, Kolkata- 700105, West
Bengal, do hereby declare that I have
changed my name from Gita Debi (Old
Name) to Gita Devi (New Name) and
henceforth I shall be known as Gita Devi
(new name) in all purpose, vide affidavit
sworn before the Notary Publick at Ali-
pore, South 24 Pgs, vide an Affidavit SL.
No. 05, on 18/05/2026. Gita Devi (New
Name) and Gita Debi (Old Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sangita Kundu (old name), W/o Soumik
Ghosh, residing at BC-23/5, Sector-I, Salt
Lake City, North 24 Parganas, Pin-
700064, West Bengal, do hereby declare
that I have changed my name from San-
gita Kundu (Old Name) to Sangita Ghosh
(New Name) and henceforth I shall be
known as Sangita Ghosh (new name) in
all purpose, vide affidavit sworn before the
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an Affidavit
dated 29/05/2026. Sangita Ghosh (New
Name) and Sangita Kundu (Old Name)
both are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Archana Ketan Doshi (Old Name) W/o
Ketan Kantilal Doshi, Residing at Shree
Annapurna 9A/B,6 Sarat Bose Road Elgin
Road, L.R.Sararni, Kolkata-700020, West
Bengal, India. do hereby declare that I
have changed my name from Archana
Ketan Doshi (Old Name) to Archana
Doshi (new name) and henceforth I be
known as Archana Doshi (New Name) as
declared before the Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide affidavit Dated 27/05/2026.
Archana Doshi (New Name) and Archana
Ketan Doshi (Old Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Taru Vora (old name), W/o Girish
Shantilal Vora, residing at 4A,Ganga
Apartment, 15C, Chakraberia Road
North, Bhawanipur, Kolkata- 700020,
do hereby declare that I have changed
my name from Taru Vora (Old Name)
to Taru Girish Vora (New Name) 
and henceforth I shall be known as
Taru Girish Vora (new name) in all
purpose, vide affidavit No 25 sworn
before the Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an Affidavit dated 29/05/2026.
Taru Girish Vora (New Name) and
Taru Vora (Old Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Rijiya Bibi Mollya  (Old Name), Wife
Of Samasaddin Mollya, Resident Of
Baunia Abad, P.S.- Nazat, Dist- North
24 Parganas, Pin- 743442,  Do Hereby
Declare That I Have Change My Name
From Rijiya Bibi Mollya  (Old Name) To
Riziya Bibi (New Name) And Hence-
forth I Shall Be Known As Riziya Bibi
(New Name) In All Purpose, Vide  Af-
fidavit No 47 Sworn Before The No-
tary Public At Kolkata On 25/05/2026,
Riziya Bibi (New Name) And Rijiya Bibi
Mollya  (Old Name)  Both Are Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Asfariqul rahman mullick (old
name), S/o Mosaraf hossain mullick,
residing at Nababpur madhya para,
Po-Nababpur, Ps-Chanditala, Dist.-
Hooghly, Pin- 712701, West Bengal,
do hereby declare that I have changed
my name from Asfariqul rahman mul-
lick (Old Name) to Asfarikul rahman
mullick (New Name) and henceforth I
shall be known as Asfarikul rahman
mullick (new name) in all purpose,
vide affidavit sworn before the Notary
Public at Kolkata, vide an Affidavit
dated 29/05/2026. Asfarikul rahman
mullick (New Name) and Asfariqul
rahman mullick (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Mosaraf ali mullick (old name), S/o
Abdul basir mallik, residing at
Nababpur madhya para, Po-Nababpur,
Ps-Chanditala, Dist.- Hooghly, Pin-
712701, West Bengal, do hereby de-
clare that I have changed my name
from Mosaraf ali mullick (Old Name) to
Mosaraf hossain mullick (New Name)
and henceforth I shall be known as
Mosaraf hossain mullick (new name) in
all purpose, vide affidavit sworn before
the Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an
Affidavit dated 29/05/2026. Mosaraf
hossain mullick (New Name) and
Mosaraf ali mullick (Old Name) both
are the same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sarmista Chowdhury (Old Name),
Wife Of  Partha Sarathi  Chowdhury,
Resident Of 367, Near Paschim Para
Club, Paschim Para, P.O & P.S.- Rahara,
Dist - North  24 Parganas, Pin -
700118, Do Hereby Declare That I Have
Change My Name From Sarmista
Chowdhury (Old Name) To Sharmistha
Chowdhury (New Name) And Hence-
forth I Shall Be Known As Sharmistha
Chowdhury (New Name) In All Pur-
pose, Vide  Affidavit No 42 Sworn Be-
fore The Notary Public At Kolkata On
29/05/2026. Sharmistha Chowdhury
(New Name) And Sarmista Chowdhury
(Old Name)  Both Are Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sahil Mahipal Shah (Old Name), Son
Of  Mahipal Bhogilal Shah Resident Of
10/4a, Lala Lajpat Rai Sarani, Kolkata-
700020, Do Hereby Declare That I Have
Change My Name From Sahil Mahipal
Shah (Old Name) To Sahil M Shah
(New Name) And Henceforth I Shall Be
Known As Sahil M Shah (New Name)
In All Purpose, Vide  Affidavit No 43
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 29/05/2026. Sahil M Shah
(New Name) And Sahil Mahipal Shah
(Old Name)  Both Are Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Mohammed Sabir Ali (Old Name),
Son  Of  Mohammed Sadique, Resident
Of 40/4h/3, Ekbalpore Lane, Kolkata-
700023.Do Hereby Declare That I Have
Change My Name From Mohammed
Sabir Ali  (Old Name) To Md Sabir Ali
(New Name) And Henceforth I Shall Be
Known As Md Sabir Ali (New Name) In
All Purpose, Vide  Affidavit No 46
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 29/05/2026. Md Sabir Ali
(New Name) And Mohammed Sabir Ali
(Old Name)  Both Are Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Poranay Chakraborty (old name),
S/o Balaram Chakraborty, residing at
30/2B, Prince Rohimuddin Lane, Tol-
lygune, Kolkata- 700033, West Bengal,
do hereby declare that I have changed
my name from Poranay Chakraborty
(Old Name) to Pronay Chakraborty
(New Name) and henceforth I shall be
known as Pronay Chakraborty (new
name) in all purpose, vide affidavit No
23 sworn before the Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an Affidavit dated
29/05/2026. Pronay Chakraborty
(New Name) and Poranay Chakraborty
(Old Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) ANJU BIBI W/o-  FANA
FILLA MONDAL Residing at, - Vill-
Baliyadanga, Post- Dignagar, Ps- Kot-
wali, Dist- Nadia, Pin- 741401, West
Bengal. Do hereby declare that I have
Changed my name from ANJU BIBI To
ANJU BIBI MONDAL (New name) and
henceforth I Shall be Known as (New
name) ANJU BIBI MONDAL  in all pur-
pose Vide an affidavit No- 2276 On
Date 25 May 2026  Sworn before the
Notary Public at Berhampore Mur-
shidabad, ANJU BIBI MONDAL  and
ANJU BIBI both are Same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Srirup Kr Sett S/o. Ram Ch Sett,
R/o. Barasat Chakraborty Para, P.O.
& P.S. Chandernagore, Dist. Hooghly-
712136, W.B. do hereby declare that
I have changed my name from Srirup
Kr Sett S/o. Ram Ch Sett to Srirup
Kumar Sett S/o. Ram Chandra Sett
and henceforth I shall be known as
Srirup Kumar Sett S/o. Ram Chandra
Sett in all purpose, vide an affidavit
no. 01 sworn before Notary Public,
Chandernagore, Hooghly Court on
26/05/2026. I, Srirup Kumar Sett S/o.
Ram Chandra Sett & Srirup Kr Sett
S/o. Ram Ch Sett, both are the same
& one identical person.

Name Change
I, Pradipta Kumar Chakraborty (old
name), S/o. Late Sibaprasad
Chakraborty, R/o. Dey Para, Tulsi
Bagan, Chinsurah, Hooghly-712101,
W.B., do hereby declare that I have
changed my name from Pradipta
Kumar Chakraborty to Pradipta
Chakraborty (New Name) and hence-
forth I shall be known as Pradipta
Chakraborty in all purpose, vide an
affidavit no. 1768 sworn before No-
tary Public, Sadar, Hooghly Court on
25/05/2026. I, Pradipta Chakraborty
& Pradipta Kumar Chakraborty S/o.
Late Sibaprasad Chakraborty, both
are the same & one identical person.

Name Change
I, Vikas Lalit Chandra Desai & Vikas
Desai (old names), S/o Late Lalit
Chandra Manilal Desai, residing at
Kamla Bhawan, Flat No-3C, 12/D
Chakraberia Road, North L R Sarani,
Kolkata- 700020, West Bengal, do
hereby declare that I have changed
my name from Vikas Lalit Chandra
Desai & Vikas Desai (Old Names) to
Vikas L Desai (New Name) and
henceforth I shall be known as Vikas
L Desai (new name) in all purpose,
vide affidavit sworn before the No-
tary Public at Kolkata, vide an Affi-
davit dated 29/05/2026. Vikas L
Desai (New Name) and Vikas Lalit
Chandra Desai & Vikas Desai (Old
Names) both are same and one iden-
tical person.

MI News Service, Kolkata,
May 30, 2026 : In a heart-
warming display of hon-
esty and prompt duty,
on-duty Chief Inspector of
Ticket successfully recov-
ered and returned a lost
bag containing valuable
documents and cash to its
rightful owner.

On a routine journey, a
passenger accidentally left
behind his wallet on the
Sealdah–Kalyani AC Local
(Train No. 31347). The
bag contained crucial per-
sonal documents, includ-
ing a PAN card, ATM and
debit cards, alongside Rs
600 in cash.

The unattended bag
was spotted by the on-
duty Chief Inspector of
Ticket , Mr. Biswajit
Acharyya. Recognizing the
importance of the docu-
ments, he immediately
took charge of the bag for
safekeeping. He carefully
checked the papers inside

to find a way to reach the
commuter.

Mr. Acharyya man-
aged to contact the pas-
senger and informed him
that his belongings were
safe. And after standard
security checks under the
supervision of senior rail-
way authorities, the bag

was handed back to the
relieved passenger with
all its contents completely
intact.

The passenger ex-
pressed his sincere grati-
tude to Mr. Acharyya and
the Sealdah Division for
their integrity, speed, and
exceptional public service.

Railway Employee’s Honesty Wins Praise as 
Lost Bag Returned to Passenger at Sealdah

East Coast Railway General Manager
Inspects Khurda Road Railway Station

MI News Service, Kolkata,
May 30, 2026 : Parmeshwar
Funkwal, General Manager,
East Coast Railway, con-
ducted a comprehensive in-
spection of Khurda Road
Railway Station today. The
inspection focused on re-
viewing passenger ameni-
ties, safety arrangements,
station facilities, cleanliness
and catering services.

During the inspection,
Funkwal visited different
areas of the station, includ-
ing booking offices, passen-
ger waiting areas,
circulating areas, foot over-
bridges, platforms and
catering units. He inter-
acted with officials and re-
viewed the quality of
passenger services being
provided at the station.

The General Manager
reviewed arrangements re-
lated to safety, crowd man-
agement, cleanliness and
maintenance of station
premises. He also inter-
acted with passengers and
catering stall staff and re-
viewed the quality of serv-
ices being provided at the
station. He stressed the im-

portance of maintaining
high standards of hygiene,
passenger amenities and
customer satisfaction, while
directing officials to address
passenger concerns
promptly and effectively.

The General Manager
underscored the need for
continuous monitoring of
safety measures and pas-
senger amenities to ensure
safe, efficient and comfort-

able railway services. He
advised officials to remain
focused on passenger cen-
tric development and serv-
ice excellence.

D. Sunil, Divisional Rail-
way Manager, Khurda Road
Division accompanied the
General Manager during
the inspection and reviewed
the progress of various de-
velopmental and opera-
tional initiatives.

Reviews Passenger Amenities and Safety MeasuresMI News Service, Kolkata,
May 30, 2026 : Ministry of
Railways has decided that
Shri Milind  Deouskar ,
General Manager/Eastern
Railway will look after the
duties of the post of Gen-
eral Manager/ Metro Rail-
way in addition to his own
after 31.05.2026

Shri Milind K Deouskar
is an officer of Indian Rail-
way Management Service
and originally belonged to
Indian Railway Stores
Service (1987 batch).  He
has handled very impor-
tant executive and man-
agement positions in
Indian Railways such as Sr.
Deputy General Manager/
South Western Railway,
Additional Divisional Rail-
way Manager and Divi-
sional Railway Manager/
Pune Division,
Secretary/Railway Board.
He has also served as Prin-
cipal Chief Materials Man-
ager at Integral Coach
Factory (ICF)/Chennai,
Chief Materials Manager in
Central Railway besides
being Chief Materials Man-
ager in Konkan Railway
Corporation Ltd also.

He has undergone mul-

tiple trainings such as Ad-
vanced Management from
INSEAD, Singapore/
Malaysia and undergone
Workshop on Strategic
Management issues from
Indian School of Business,
Hyderabad.

He is a Mechanical En-
gineer and an alumnus of
Maulana Azad College of
Technology (then REC and
now NIT) Bhopal.

He has immense inter-
est in sports & cultural ac-
tivities and always
patronized development of
such activities.

Shri Milind K Deouskar
is the recipient of National
Level Railway Award from
Hon’ble Railway Minister
in the year 2003 for out-
standing achievements.

Milind Deouskar  General Man-
ager /Eastern Railway To Take
Over The Additional Charge Of
General Manager/ Metro Railway

MI News Service, Kolkata,
May 30, 2026 : Due to
non-interlocking work be-
tween Shahabad Marknda
& Mohri stations in Delhi
division over Northern
Railway, 13051 Howrah –
Kalka Netaji Express
(journey commencing up
to 3.6.2026) and 13052
Kalka – Howrah Netaji
Express (journey com-
mencing on & from
30.5.2026 to 4.6.2026)
will be diverted via Am-
bala Cantt., Saharanpur,
Meerut City, Khurja with
additional stoppages at
Saharanpur, Meerut City
& Hapur.

Diversion Of Netaji Express
With Additional Stoppages

MI News Service, Chennai: The National
Investigation Agency (NIA) on Saturday
conducted searches at three locations in
Tamil Nadu, including sites in Tiruchirap-
palli and Virudhunagar districts, as part
of an ongoing investigation registered in
Kerala.

The searches were carried out by the
NIA's Kochi unit. Among the locations in-
spected was a private explosives manu-
facturing unit near Thuraiyur in
Tiruchirappalli district.

According to sources, NIA officials, ac-
companied by personnel from the Tiruchi-
rappalli Rapid Response and Security
Force, arrived in two vehicles and con-
ducted a detailed inspection at a private
explosives company located at the
foothills of the Mankapatti Hills under the
T. Murugapatti Panchayat limits near
Thuraiyur.

Officials remained tight-lipped about
the purpose of the operation and declined
to share details with journalists. Media
personnel were not allowed inside the fac-
tory premises during the inspection.

The explosives factory is known for a
major industrial disaster that occurred on
December 1, 2016, when a powerful ex-

plosion ripped through the facility, killing
19 workers.

The incident was one of the deadliest
industrial accidents involving an explo-
sives manufacturing unit in Tamil Nadu
and led to the closure of the factory by
central explosives regulatory authorities.

Following a prolonged shutdown and
compliance with safety norms and regu-
latory requirements, the factory was sub-
sequently permitted to resume operations
under government-approved guidelines.

Saturday's inspection by the NIA 
has drawn significant attention due to the
sensitive nature of the establishment and
its history.

NIA Conducts Search Operation at Explosives Factory in Tiruchi

MI News Service, Siliguri:
The removal of defunct
‘Triphala Light’ structures
from various roads in Silig-
uri has begun, marking the
dismantling of installations
once linked to major cor-
ruption allegations in the
state. The ‘Triphala Light’
project, implemented dur-
ing the TMC regime under
the SJDA, had earlier faced
allegations of irregularities
worth nearly Rs.200 crore.
The controversy surround-
ing the project has contin-
ued for years.

Following a change of
government in the state, au-

thorities have now initiated
steps to remove the remain-
ing non-functional struc-
tures from the city. After
discussions with the admin-
istration, work has begun to
dismantle the unused light
poles from different parts of
Siliguri.

Although local MLA
Shankar Ghosh has not
made a direct statement on
the matter, he has indicated
that the government may
revisit the files related to the
‘Triphala Light’ project.

The structures, once in-
stalled at significant cost,
have remained defunct for
years and now stand as
abandoned iron frames
across the city. Locals have
expressed concerns that in-
stead of improving urban
aesthetics, they have be-
come remnants of alleged
corruption and also pose
safety risks.

‘Triphala Light’ structures removed
from roads across Siliguri

MI News Service, Ben-
galuru: Six people were
killed in an attack over a
land dispute. Five of the
deceased were members
of the same family. They
were allegedly shot and
hacked to death. The mur-
der took place on Friday
evening in Govindpur vil-
lage of Chadchan taluk in
Vijayapura district of Kar-
nataka. The police have
started an investigation
into the incident.

According to police
and local sources, there
was a long-standing land
dispute between the Nirale
and Golagi families in the
area. The police believe
that the attack was caused
by this. Vijayapura district
Superintendent of Police
Laxman Nimbargi said
that all angles are being
examined in the investiga-
tion.

Police said the de-
ceased name was Chandu
Nirale, Dundappa Nirale,
Shivputra Nirale, Rahul
Nirale, Samarth Nirale
and Sabbir Nadaf. All six
were residents of Gobind-
pur village. They were
shot and then hacked to
death.

Initial investigation re-
vealed that about six
months ago, members of
Chadchan's Nirale family
had bought 24 acres of
land in Gobindpur area.
They had bought the land
ignoring the prohibition of
the villagers. On Friday af-

ternoon, members of the
Nirale family had gone to
the land to prepare the
land for sowing seeds. On
learning about this, mem-
bers of the Golagi family
came and objected to
working on the land. An
argument broke out be-
tween the two parties over
this. After this, they were
attacked. 6 people died on
the spot.

Locals claim that the
attack was an attempt to
resolve a long-standing
dispute. The attack took
place during a mediation
meeting called to resolve
the dispute. After this inci-
dent, there was wide-
spread tension in the area.
Upon receiving the news,
the Superintendent of Po-
lice went to the area with
a large police force. Addi-
tional police force have
been deployed in the area.

Four Bangladeshi detained at Bangaon
station on suspicion of infiltration

MI News Service, North 24
Pargana: The Bangaon
GRP arrested 4
Bangladeshi nationals
from Bangaon station on
Saturday. They have been
sent to the holding center
of Gaighata police station
in accordance with govern-
ment guidelines. This inci-
dent has created a stir in
the area. Holding centers
have been set up in several
places in the state to keep
Bangladeshi infiltrators.
The process of sending the
people detained in these
holding centers to
Bangladesh has already
begun. Arrangements are
being made to send the
people detainedon Satur-
day to Bangladesh. 

It is learnt that the ar-
rested persons are from
Satkhira and Jessore dis-
tricts of Bangladesh. Al-
legedly, they started
illegally entering India.
They used to rent houses in
Bangaon area. They used
to work in this area. The
accused came to Bangaon
station premises on Satur-
day with a plan to return to
Bangladesh. GRP started
questioning them after get-
ting suspicious after seeing
them in the station prem-
ises. At that time, they con-
fessed that they were
Bangladeshi citizens. After
that, they were arrested
and sent to the holding
center. 

It is learnt that Chand-
para Marketing Society of

Gaighata police station has
been identified as the hold-
ing center. GRP has sent
the arrested Bangladeshis
there.

It is worth noting that
the state's Chief Minister
Shuvendu Adhikari has an-
nounced strict action
against the infiltrators.
Several holding centers
have been set up across the
state to house Bangladeshi
infiltrators. According to
government guidelines,
three types of people will
be kept in the holding cen-
ters. First, as soon as the
infiltrators who crossed the
border are caught, the po-
lice will send them to the
holding center. Second,
those who are in jail will
not be produced in court
and will be kept in the
holding center. Third,
Bangladeshis whose sen-
tences have expired and
whose extradition is
blocked due to legal com-
plications will also be kept
in the same place. The po-
lice have already sent sev-
eral infiltrators detained in
these holding centers to
Bangladesh.

Six killed in an attack over a land dispute
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‘Dissent is natural in a democratic society’
—RSS dismisses concerns regarding the ‘Cockroach Janata Party’

KMC Tightens Security After Missing File 
Allegations, Restricts Movement of Official Docs

Mamata  to Lead Protest Over Post-Poll Violence, 
Abhishek to Visit Birbhum

Kolkata Police Revamps Law and Order 
Strategy, Introduces Rapid Deployment 

Model for Women Police Force

MI News Service, New 
Delhi:   Indian democra-
cy possesses the capacity to 
accommodate every voice 
and sentiment. 'Gen Z' plac-
es its trust in the country. 
In a democratic society, dis-
sent is natural. Dismissing 
the 'concerns' surrounding 
the 'Cockroach Janata Par-
ty,' Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS) leader Sunil 
Ambekar made these re-
marks.

Speaking to journalists on 
Friday, Sunil stated, "We live 
in an aware society. India is a 
democratic nation. As part of 
this democratic process, we 
have transparent elections, 
an open media, and—now—

social media as well. There-
fore, I believe there is noth-
ing to be surprised about 
regarding any form of discus-

sion or expression of opinion 
within a democracy. These 
should be viewed simply as 
part of the natural process." 

Speaking specifically about 
the younger generation, the 
RSS leader added, "India's 
youth are optimistic about 
the country's future. Our de-
mocracy has the capacity to 
include the voice and senti-
ments of everyone. The RSS 
places its complete trust in 
the country's democracy and 
its youth." 

Over the past few weeks, 
the most talked-about topic 
in the country has been the 
‘Cockroach Janata Party.’ 
Although not a political par-
ty in the formal sense, this 
‘party’ has surpassed the na-
tion’s major political parties 
in terms of popularity. Abhi-
jit Deepak, the founder of the 

‘Cockroach Janata Party,’ 
remarked sarcastically, “The 
BJP claims to be the world’s 
largest political party. Yet, 
it took us only four days to 
overtake them.” Within just 
a few hours of this post being 
published, it was observed 
that the ‘Cockroach Janata 
Party’ handle had vanished 
from X (formerly Twitter).

Needless to say, the CJP’s 
X account was suspended at 
the behest of the Central gov-
ernment. The Intelligence 
Bureau (IB) claimed that the 
account posed a threat to 
national security. Converse-
ly, founder Abhijit stated, 
“No offensive remarks were 
made from this account, nor 

were any provocative posts 
shared. We simply posted on 
various social issues. So, why 
is the activity of this account 
being stifled? The Centre has 
offered no explanation.”

MI News Service, Kolkata:   
The Kolkata Municipal Cor-
poration (KMC) has signifi-
cantly strengthened security 
measures at its headquarters 
following allegations of miss-
ing documents and the unau-
thorized movement of official 
files. The decision comes 
amid growing controversy 
over claims that important 
municipal records were be-
ing removed from the civic 
body’s central building with-
out proper oversight.

According to sources with-
in the corporation, Municipal 
Commissioner Smita Pandey 
has ordered a comprehen-
sive overhaul of security 
arrangements at the KMC 
headquarters after concerns 
were raised by a section of 

BJP councillors. Under the 
new directives, no file or 
official document will be al-
lowed to leave the premises 
without proper authorization 
from the concerned depart-
ment or senior authorities.

The revised security pro-
tocol mandates round-the-
clock surveillance at all entry 
and exit points of the central 
municipal building. Addi-
tional security personnel will 
also be deployed at gates and 
sensitive locations to ensure 
stricter monitoring of move-
ments within the premises. 
Officials and employees have 
been instructed that files 
can only be taken outside 
the building with written ap-
proval from competent au-
thorities.

The move follows a recent 
controversy involving alle-
gations that large numbers 
of official files were found 
stored in sacks inside the 
municipal headquarters. The 
issue was first raised by BJP 
councillor Santosh Pathak of 
Ward No. 45, who claimed 
that numerous files had been 
discovered packed in bags 
and left in different sections 
of the building.

To verify the allegations, 
Pathak reportedly con-
ducted an inspection of 
the municipal headquar-
ters along with Municipal 
Secretary Kishore Kumar 
Biswas. During the visit, 
several sacks containing 
documents were allegedly 
found, prompting questions 

about their origin, purpose 
and intended destination.

The incident quickly es-
calated into a political con-
troversy, with BJP MLA and 
Ward No. 50 councillor Sa-
jal Ghosh and senior coun-
cillor Mina Devi Purohit 
accusing the former Trina-
mool Congress-led civic ad-
ministration of attempting 
to remove records related 
to alleged corruption during 
its tenure. They claimed 
that important documents 
were being shifted to con-
ceal evidence of irregular-
ities. However, no official 
evidence has yet been pre-
sented to substantiate those 
allegations.

Following the discovery 
of the bagged files, Mu-

nicipal Secretary Kishore 
Kumar Biswas assured 
that the matter would be 
thoroughly examined and 
discussed with senior civic 
officials. Sources indicate 
that the new security guide-
lines were issued after a 
high-level review of the sit-
uation.

Despite the growing con-
troversy, senior officials of 
the municipal administra-
tion have not yet made any 
formal public statement 
regarding the allegations. 
The strengthened security 
measures are being viewed 
as an attempt to safeguard 
official records and restore 
confidence in the handling 
of sensitive municipal doc-
uments.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:   Amid growing 
criticism within the Trin-
amool Congress over the 
perceived absence of se-
nior leaders alongside par-
ty workers facing alleged 
attacks, the party has an-
nounced a major protest pro-
gramme in Kolkata. Former 
Chief Minister and Trinamool 
Congress chief Mamata Ba-
nerjee will lead a one-day 
sit-in demonstration on June 
2 at Rani Rashmoni Avenue, 
highlighting allegations of 
post-poll violence against 
party supporters.

According to party sourc-
es, the protest will begin at 
10 a.m. with senior Trina-
mool leaders present on the 

stage. Mamata Banerjee is 
expected to join the demon-
stration later in the day and 
address party workers and 
supporters. The programme 
has currently been an-
nounced as a one-day event 
aimed at drawing attention 
to what the party describes 
as continued attacks on its 
grassroots workers in dif-
ferent parts of West Bengal 
following the election results.

The move comes at a time 
when questions have been 
raised within the party re-
garding the role of top lead-
ership in standing beside 
workers allegedly affected 
by political violence. Sever-
al leaders have reportedly 
expressed concerns over the 

issue, prompting the party to 
take a more visible position 
on the ground.

On the same day, Trin-
amool Congress National 
General Secretary Abhishek 
Banerjee is scheduled to vis-
it Nanur in Birbhum. During 
his visit, he will meet families 
of party workers who were 
allegedly injured or target-
ed in incidents of post-elec-
tion violence. Sources said 
Abhishek is expected to as-
sure them of legal and finan-
cial assistance while review-
ing the political situation in 
the area.

Since the declaration of 
election results, allegations 
of political violence and con-
cerns over law and order 

have remained at the cen-
tre of political debate in the 
state. Mamata Banerjee has 
already approached the judi-
ciary over the issue and per-
sonally appeared in court to 
present arguments regarding 
alleged post-poll violence. 
During that appearance, she 
reportedly faced protests and 

slogan-shouting by a section 
of lawyers. While Mamata 
has taken an active public 
role on the issue, Abhishek 
Banerjee has largely stayed 
away from street-level po-
litical programmes since the 
elections, making his upcom-
ing Birbhum visit particular-
ly significant.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:   In the wake of 
political changes in the state, 
Kolkata Police has begun in-
troducing several structur-
al and operational reforms 
aimed at making law and 
order management faster, 
more coordinated and more 
effective. According to sourc-
es in Lalbazar, the city police 
headquarters has developed 
a new framework based on 
recent experiences of han-
dling tense situations in ar-
eas such as Park Circus and 
other sensitive pockets of the 
city.

Internal police sources 
said that in earlier situations 
of unrest, deploying adequate 
women police personnel of-
ten took time as approval had 
to be routed through multi-
ple levels of command. This 
delay sometimes hampered 
quick control of developing 
situations, especially where 
immediate presence of wom-
en officers was required.

To address this gap, the 
Kolkata Police has now de-
cided to set up a dedicated 
structure in each division. 
Under the new system, every 
division will have a special 
team headed by an Assis-
tant Commissioner, support-
ed by two Inspectors. This 

team will be responsible for 
ensuring rapid mobilisation 
of women police personnel 
directly from divisional head-
quarters whenever any law 
and order disturbance arises.

The key objective of the ini-
tiative is to reduce response 
time and enable quicker de-
cision-making. Instead of 
waiting for multiple layers 
of clearance, pre-planned 
operational blueprints will 
be prepared at the divisional 
level so that officers can re-
spond immediately depend-
ing on the situation.

A senior officer at Lalba-
zar said, “Time is the most 
critical factor in handling 
law and order situations. If 
we can respond quickly, we 
can prevent escalation and 
control the situation before 
it worsens. This new system 
is designed with that goal in 
mind.”

Police officials also pointed 
out that in several recent in-
cidents of protests and local 
disturbances, women have 
often been at the forefront 
of demonstrations, making 
direct intervention challeng-
ing for male officers. In such 
cases, the absence of suffi-
cient women personnel has 
sometimes delayed effective 
response.

A police officer from a 
south Kolkata police station, 
speaking on condition of an-
onymity, said that in many 
cases local women are mobil-
ised during protests, creating 
complex ground situations 
that require immediate pres-
ence of women police offi-
cers. Delays in deployment, 
he said, often lead to escala-
tion of tension.

The new initiative is cur-
rently being implemented 
on a pilot basis across se-
lected divisions. Authorities 
will monitor its effectiveness, 
identify operational challeng-
es and make necessary im-
provements before expand-
ing it further.

Officials from the law and or-
der wing of Kolkata Police said 
the success of the model will 
be assessed based on real-time 
performance. If the system 
proves effective, it may be ex-
panded with additional reforms 
in the future.

Police sources believe that in 
a rapidly evolving urban envi-
ronment, adapting strategies is 
essential to maintain effective 
policing. The strengthened fo-
cus on women police deploy-
ment and faster divisional de-
cision-making is being seen as 
a key step towards modernising 
law enforcement in the city.
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The Government of India is continu-
ously striving to increase farmers'
incomes. To this end, the government
is actively promoting various small-
scale industries alongside agricul-
ture. The objective is to enable farm-
ers to sustain their livelihoods and
generate additional income through
alternative sources alongside their
farming activities. To encourage
these small-scale industries, the gov-
ernment also provides subsidies,
offering farmers financial assistance
to establish and set up these ven-
tures. Among these small-scale
industries, fish farming stands out as
a prominent sector that is currently
gaining immense popularity among
farmers. Given its immense potential,
an increasing number of farmers are
gravitating towards this field. Today,
we will provide you with comprehen-
sive information regarding this
industry.

Why Should You Start Fish
Farming?

Currently, the market demand for
fish is exceptionally high.
Consequently, selling the produce
does not pose any significant difficul-
ties. Furthermore, starting a fish
farming business does not require a
massive capital investment. This
industry offers high yields with rela-
tively low operational costs. It can be
undertaken on both small and large
scales, and the government also pro-
vides assistance to support such ini-
tiatives. The profits generated from
this industry are approximately 5 to
10 times higher than the associated
costs, thereby enabling farmers to
earn a substantial income.

Methods of Fish Farming
Fish farming can be conducted in

various ways; however, it is primarily
practiced using three distinct meth-
ods:

The Conventional Method (Net
Method)

Under the conventional method,
fish farming is carried out with virtu-
ally no financial expenditure, requir-
ing only physical labor. This method
involves farming fish in canals,
rivers, reservoirs (dams), and the
open sea. It entails catching naturally
occurring fish from these water bod-
ies and sending them to the market
for sale. This method is typically fea-
sible only on a small scale.
Furthermore, this form of fish farm-
ing is restricted to areas located near
rivers, canals, or coastal regions. It
also presents several challenges and
difficulties during execution. Home-
Based Fish Farming

Home-based fish farming requires
minimal land. This method allows for
small-scale fish cultivation in loca-
tions where there are no nearby nat-
ural water bodies or suitable sites. In
this approach, the business is initiat-
ed by installing plastic tanks or by
excavating small ponds directly into
the ground on one's property. This
operation can be easily managed by a
single individual. The initial invest-
ment required to start this venture is
approximately 30,000 to 40,000
rupees, while the profits generated
from the produce are quite substan-
tial. Through this method, farmers
can raise around 1,000 fish and earn
up to 100,000 rupees.

Establishing Artificial Ponds
Fish farming can be conducted on

a large scale by constructing artificial
ponds. This large-scale approach is
generally considered the most effec-
tive method, as it allows for consis-
tently high production yields at a very
low operational cost. In this business
model, the initial expenditure on
maintenance infrastructure is a one-
time investment; thereafter, the ven-
ture generates continuous profits.
Furthermore, this method facilitates
proper and systematic care of the
fish, thereby significantly minimizing
losses. Currently, in addition to these

methods, a new technique has
emerged known as "Biofloc." This
method is also largely artificial in
nature and allows for even lower pro-
duction costs in raising fish, resulting
in higher profit margins relative to
the yield obtained.

Essentials for Starting a Fish
Farming Business

Small-scale fish farming can typi-
cally be initiated with a capital invest-
ment of up to one lakh rupees.
However, to undertake it on a large
scale, the operation must first be offi-
cially registered with the govern-
ment, after which the business can
commence. Launching this venture
requires a variety of resources and
supplies.

Land: The primary requirement
for starting this business is land. It is
significantly easier for farmers to get
started if they already own the land.
However, farmers who do not possess
their own land can also begin by leas-
ing or renting a suitable plot.

Tank Construction : To initiate
fish farming, the presence of a tank is
absolutely essential. These tanks are
typically constructed as permanent
structures using cement and con-
crete. Once built, such tanks can
remain in active use for many years.
Currently, a wide variety of tank
types are available in the market;
farmers can easily purchase the nec-
essary components and set up small-
scale tank systems at their own
premises. The tanks should be situat-
ed in a location where there is no
scarcity of water. Furthermore, an
efficient drainage system must be
established to ensure that the water
within the tanks can be easily replen-
ished or changed whenever neces-
sary.

If you are planning to start a fish
farming business, it is advisable to
undertake the construction of the
tanks during the winter season. This
is because the growth rate of fish typ-
ically slows down or halts during the
winter months. Consequently, con-
structing the tanks during this period
ensures that they are fully ready by
the time the season changes, thereby
allowing for a rapid commencement
of fish production during the summer
season.

Motor Pumps :  In fish production,
motor pumps are indispensable for
filling and replenishing the water in
the tanks. Since a single tank can
hold several thousand liters of water,
a high-capacity motor pump is
required to efficiently fill it.

Fish Feed and Medication : Fish
require sustenance to survive and to
grow and develop properly-a funda-
mental necessity shared by all living
creatures. However, the specific
dietary requirements vary signifi-
cantly depending on the particular
species of fish being farmed. It is
available in the market in the form of
poultry feed pellets and can be easily
purchased and fed to the fish.

Furthermore, to effectively manage
diseases, one must possess adequate
knowledge regarding the various ail-
ments that affect fish.

Water and Environmental
Monitoring Instruments : During fish
farming, appropriate instruments are
required to monitor environmental
suitability-specifically, thermometers
to check temperature, and suitable
devices to measure oxygen concen-
tration and pH levels in the water. All
these instruments are readily avail-
able in the market.

Creating a Favorable
Environment: Maintaining a favor-
able environment is crucial during
fish farming operations. To ensure
this, the tanks-located in the desig-
nated farming area-are kept covered
to protect the fish from extreme cold
and heat. This is achieved by cover-
ing the tanks from above with large
protective screens or curtains. To
support these coverings, structures
are constructed using iron pipes or
sturdy masonry pillars.

Oxygen Supply Equipment :
Since fish grow and thrive within a
aquatic environment, the water itself
must be conducive to their well-
being; specifically, the oxygen level
within the water must remain consis-
tent. In the event of an oxygen defi-
ciency, machines are utilized to pump
oxygen into the water to restore it to
appropriate levels; alternatively, the
water is replaced.

Selection of Fish : The most criti-
cal task in fish farming is the selec-
tion of the fish stock itself. The
process of selecting fish is carried out
through a series of specific proce-
dures.

Based on Environmental
Conditions : The environment plays
a crucial role in the growth and
development of fish. Different types of
fish are cultivated in different envi-
ronmental settings. In the context of
fish production, varieties such as
Catla, Rohu, Mrigal, and Common
Carp can be easily farmed in the
North Indian state of Haryana.
Conversely, for tropical regions, the
Common Carp is considered the most
suitable species.

Based on Market Prices : Once
the selection has been made based on
environmental suitability, the next
consideration is the market price-
which constitutes the primary objec-
tive of fish farming. After all, anyone
engaging in this trade naturally pri-
oritizes maximizing their profits.
Therefore, one should always select
fish varieties that command high
prices in the market while requiring
minimal expenditure to rear.

Based on Species : When
selecting fish based on species, it is
advisable to choose only the most
advanced and high-yielding vari-
eties. Although there is a vast
diversity of fish species, only a
select few edible varieties are
widely preferred and consumed.

Indigenous Species
Catla : The Catla is one of the

fastest-growing fish species, and its
farming is particularly prevalent in
North India. It feeds on microscopic
algae, insect larvae, aquatic vegeta-
tion, and decaying organic matter.
Consequently, the cost of rearing this
species is relatively low, while it fetch-
es a very good price in the market.
Within just one year, it can attain a
weight exceeding 1.5 kilograms. Its
weight can reach a maximum of up to
60 kilograms.

Rohu :  Fish of this species also
grow quite rapidly. They primarily
feed on the algae and organic deposits
that accumulate in the water.
Additionally, they consume decaying
leaves of aquatic plants and other
forms of vegetation. Within a single
year, individuals of this species can
grow to a length exceeding one foot,
typically weighing over one kilogram.
They also command a very favorable
price in the market.

Mrigal : Following the Rohu and
Catla, this is another fish species
known for its rapid growth rate. It
attains a weight of approximately 800
grams within a single year. Individuals
of this species release their eggs in
flowing water. In terms of diet, this fish
species consumes decaying leaves and
organic debris. Consequently, there is
no need to incur significant expenses
on feed, resulting in higher profits
from production.

Exotic Species
Common Carp : The Common

Carp is an exotic fish species. Despite
being native to temperate regions, it
thrives easily in environments char-
acterized by lower temperatures.
Individuals of this species are omniv-
orous and readily consume artificial
feed. Within a year, they can attain a
body weight ranging from one to two
kilograms. Compared to other fish
species, they possess a greater toler-
ance for low oxygen levels and high
concentrations of carbon dioxide in
the water.

Grass Carp : The Grass Carp pri-
marily feeds on aquatic plants found
in the water. Additionally, it con-
sumes terrestrial vegetation, grains,
potatoes, rice bran, and the leaves
and stems of various vegetables. If
the supply of aquatic plants in the
tank or pond water is insufficient, the
growth of these fish becomes stunted.
This species can attain a weight
exceeding two kilograms within just
one year, as it consumes a very large
quantity of food.

Silver Carp :  This fish species is
the fastest-growing among all vari-
eties. Within a single year, individuals
of this species can reach a body
weight of approximately three kilo-
grams. They feed primarily on phyto-
plankton. These fish have a high
requirement for oxygen; consequent-
ly, they perish very quickly if oxygen
levels in the water drop. Therefore,
they require a higher degree of care

and attention.
Introducing Fish into Tanks :

After selecting and purchasing the
fish, they are introduced into the
tanks. When stocking the tanks, one
should never place fish of the same
species exclusively in a single tank.
Instead, a minimum of five to seven
different fish species should be
stocked together in one tank. This
practice ensures a consistent and
balanced yield, as different fish
species vary in their growth rates and
final weights. Before introducing dif-
ferent species into a tank, it is essen-
tial to verify their compatibility and
ensure they can coexist peacefully.
Typically, a one-acre tank is stocked
with approximately 4,000 fish of var-
ious species.

Fish Care and Maintenance :
Once the fish have been introduced
into the tanks, they require ongoing
care and supervision. To facilitate
their growth and development, they
must be provided with an appropri-
ate amount of feed on a daily basis.
Furthermore, fish are often suscepti-
ble to diseases, which must be
addressed and treated in a timely
manner. To prevent the spread of dis-
ease among the fish, agents such as
potassium permanganate or sodium
compounds should be added to the
water. Additionally, the water itself
must be clean and of high quality;
therefore, regular water quality test-
ing is essential. During the fish farm-
ing process, the water in the tanks
should not be allowed to remain stag-
nant for more than two weeks, after
which it should be replaced. This is
because fish thrive and grow best in
clean, fresh water.

When and How to Harvest Fish
from Tanks: Fish typically reach full
maturity and market readiness after
approximately one year. Once a one-
year-old fish attains a weight of
around one kilogram (or more), it
should be harvested using a fishing
net. When using nets, great care
must be taken to capture only the
larger, mature fish, while ensuring
that no harm or injury is inflicted
upon the smaller fish.

Immediately after harvesting, the
fish should be dispatched for sale.
Selling fish does not require excessive
effort, as there is a consistent
demand for them everywhere.
Consequently, one can generate a
substantial profit by selling the catch
at a nearby local market or wholesale
hub.

Profitability in Fish Farming : In
a one-acre tank, approximately 4,000
fish are typically stocked. The annual
cost for purchasing and feeding these
fish amounts to approximately
200,000 rupees. Assuming that, after
one year, the average weight of each
fish reaches one kilogram-and even if
the market price is a modest 100
rupees per kilogram-a single harvest
from a one-acre pond can generate
an income of over 400,000 rupees.

Precautions During Fish
Farming : It is essential to observe
numerous precautions during the fish
farming process; failure to do so can
result in significant financial losses.

1. Fish farming tanks should be
constructed in an open area where
they receive direct sunlight.
Additionally, arrangements must be
made to protect the tanks from rain
and cold weather.

2. Prevent the proliferation of
clams, snails, and other pests within
the tanks.

3. The tanks must be protected
from carnivorous predators that prey
on fish. To achieve this, install protec-
tive nets within the water.

4. Maintain adequate oxygen lev-
els in the water. To ensure this, regu-
larly monitor the tanks and change
the water periodically.

5. Fish are more susceptible to
diseases during the winter season;
therefore, extra care and attention
should be exercised during this peri-
od.

6. Select an improved or high-
yield fish variety based on the local
environmental conditions and poten-
tial profitability.

How to Start Fish Farming ?
Comprehensive
Information on

the Fish Farming
Business

Immediately after harvesting, the fish should be dispatched for sale. Selling
fish does not require excessive effort, as there is a consistent demand for

them everywhere. Consequently, one can generate a substantial profit by sell-
ing the catch at a nearby local market or wholesale hub.

New Delhi : Emissions from
the global plastics system --
greenhouse gases, air-pollut-
ing particles, and toxic chemi-
cals released particularly
from plastics production
processes -- could double
health risks by 2040, if no
meaningful action is taken to
change current practices,

according to a study on
Tuesday. 

The research, published in
The Lancet Planetary Health
journal, identified health
harms at every stage of the
life-cycle of the plastics: from
the extraction of fossil fuels,
the feedstocks for more than
90 per cent of plastics, and
material production to their
eventual disposal or release to
the environment.

The modelling-based study
compared the global human
health impacts of several dif-
ferent future scenarios for
plastics consumption and
waste management between
2016 and 2040.

Under a 'business as usual'
scenario, by 2040, the nega-

tive health impacts from plas-
tics could double, with green-
house gas emissions and asso-
ciated rising global tempera-
tures accounting for 40 per
cent of the health harms.

Air pollution -- predomi-
nantly from plastics produc-
tion processes -- would
account for 32 per cent, and
the impact of toxic chemicals
released to the environment
across plastics' life cycles
would account for 27 per cent.

The remaining health
harms (less than 1 per cent)
relate to reduced availability
of water, impacts on the ozone
layer, and increased ionising
radiation, the researchers
said.

"We found that emissions

throughout plastics lifecycles
contributed to human health
burdens of global warming,
air pollution, toxicity-related
cancers, and non-communi-
cable diseases, with the great-
est harms from primary plas-
tics production and open
burning," Megan Deeney,
from the London School.

The model found that if the
plastics system continues with
no change to policy, econom-
ics, infrastructure, materials,
or consumer behaviours,
annual health impacts could
more than double from 2.1
million healthy years of life
lost in 2016 to 4.5 million
healthy years of life lost in
2040. 

Overall, the study esti-

mates that the global plastics
system could be responsible
for cutting 83 million years of
healthy population life
between 2016 and 2040. 

The study also predicted
little impact from improving
plastic waste collection and
recycling alone. But, together
with improvements to waste
collection and recycling, sub-
stituting or reusing materials,
health impacts linked to plas-
tic emissions showed a reduc-
tion.

"To effectively reduce plas-
tic emissions and their impact
on health, policymakers must
better regulate and signifi-
cantly reduce the production
of new plastics for non-essen-
tial uses," the team said.

Plastics emissions to double health risks worldwide by 2040: Study

Study finds how type
of allergy remedy help
treat lung cancer
NEW YORK [US] :
Researchers at Mount
Sinai's Icahn School of
Medicine have discovered
an allergy route that, when
inhibited, activates antitu-
mor immunity in animal
models of non-small cell
lung cancer (NSCLC).

In preliminary human
research, combining
immunotherapy with
dupilumab - an
Interleukin-4 (IL-4) recep-
tor-blocking antibody wide-
ly used to treat allergies
and asthma - improved
patients' immune systems,
with one out of six patients
having substantial tumour
decrease.

The findings were
described in the December
6 issue of Nature.

"Immunotherapy using
checkpoint blockade has
revolutionized treatment
for non-small cell lung can-
cer, the most common form
of lung cancer, but current-
ly only about a third of
patients respond to it
alone, and in most patients,
the benefit is temporary,"
says senior study author
Miriam Merad, MD, PhD,
Director of the Marc and
Jennifer Lipschultz
Precision Immunology
Institute and Chair of the
Department of Immunology
and Immunotherapy at the
Icahn School of Medicine at
Mount Sinai.

"A big focus of our pro-
gram TARGET is to use sin-
gle cell technology and
artificial intelligence to
identify molecular immune
programs that can dampen
tumor immune response to
checkpoint blockade."

Also known as a PD1
inhibitor, checkpoint block-
ade is a type of cancer
immunotherapy that can
unleash the cancer-killing
activity of T cells.

"Using single cell tech-
nologies, we discovered
that the immune cells infil-
trating lung cancers, as
well as other cancers we
studied, exhibited charac-
teristics of a 'type 2'
immune response, which is
commonly associated with
allergic conditions like
eczema and asthma," said
first study author Nelson
LaMarche, PhD, a postdoc-
toral research fellow in the
lab of Dr. Merad.

"These results led us to
explore whether we could
repurpose a medication
typically used for allergic
conditions to 'rescue' or
enhance tumor response to
checkpoint blockade," says

Thomas Marron, MD, PhD,
Director of the Early Phase
Trial Unit at Mount Sinai's
Tisch Cancer Center, and
co-senior author of the
study.

"Strikingly, we found
that IL-4 blockade
enhanced lung cancer
response to checkpoint
blockade in mice and in six
lung cancer patients with
treatment-resistant dis-
ease. In fact, one patient
whose lung cancer was
growing despite checkpoint
blockade had nearly all
their cancer disappear
after receiving just three
doses of the allergy med-
ication, and his cancer
remains controlled today,
over 17 months later."

The researchers are
encouraged by the initial
results but emphasize the
need for larger clinical tri-
als to validate the drug's
efficacy in treating NSCLC.

Beyond the clinical trial
findings reported in the
current Nature paper, the
investigators have now
expanded the clinical trial,
adding dupilumab to
checkpoint blockade for a
larger group of lung cancer
patients, and Dr. Marron
recently received a grant
from the Cancer Research
Institute to study the
effects in early-stage lung
cancer as well.

Through these trials,
they are searching for
biomarkers that can pre-
dict which cancer patients
might benefit from
dupilumab treatment and
which may not.

"In our relentless pur-
suit of progress, the
Cancer Research Institute
(CRI) proudly supports the
visionary team at the
Icahn School of Medicine
at Mount Sinai. Their
findings validate our com-
mitment to funding
research across the entire
discovery continuum,
from the lab to clinical
implementation, driven by
cutting-edge technology
and data. We're eager to
witness our support deliv-
ering new hope by uncov-
ering pathways to
enhance checkpoint
blockade responses. We
champion this discovery
and take pride in being
part of its journey from
lab to clinic, reinforcing
our commitment to trans-
forming lives," said Jill
O'Donnell-Tormey, PhD,
CEO and director of scien-
tific affairs at CRI. 

"We found that
emissions through-

out plastics lifecycles
contributed to

human health bur-
dens of global warm-

ing, air pollution,
toxicity-related can-
cers, and non-com-
municable diseases, 
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MI News Service, Washing-
ton: US President Donald
Trump will only make a
peace deal with Iran if it
meets all of his conditions,
a White House official told
the media  on Friday, as
questions swirled about
the state of negotiations to
end the war.

The White House had
indicated Trump was close
to a decision on a potential
deal, even as Tehran in-
sisted there was still "no
final agreement" on ending
the Middle East conflict.

An Iranian state media
report also rebutted sev-
eral key elements of
Trump's characterization
of the deal, with sources
calling his remarks a "mix-
ture of truth and lies."

US sources said that
the deal was waiting on
Trump's sign-off following
weeks of halting negotia-
tions over a conflict that
has engulfed the Middle
East and shaken the global
economy.

It is learnt that Trump
attended a two-hour meet-
ing in the White House Sit-

uation Room on Friday but
did not reach a decision.

"President Trump will
only make a deal that is
good for America and sat-
isfies his red lines," a
White House official told
the media.

"Iran can never possess
a nuclear weapon," the of-
ficial added.

Trump had announced
the meeting in a lengthy
social media post, reiterat-
ing long-held demands that
Iran agree never to de-
velop nuclear weapons and
reopen the vital Strait of
Hormuz shipping lane.

Iranian foreign min-
istry spokesman Esmaeil

Baqaei pushed back,
telling state media that the
Islamic republic "said
goodbye to the language of
'must' 47 years ago."

Exchanges of messages
were continuing, he added,
but "no final agreement
has been reached yet."

In a phone call with the
Emir of Qatar, Iranian
President Masoud
Pezeshkian said Iran was
ready to achieve a "digni-
fied framework" to end the
war, according to state
news agency.

In his post, Trump said
Tehran would remove
mines from the Strait of
Hormuz and end its block-

ade of the waterway with
"no tolls," while the US
would lift its parallel block-
ade of Iranian ports.

The two countries
would also coordinate on
removing and destroying
Iran's enriched uranium,
he said, adding that "no
money will be exchanged,
until further notice."

Iranian news agency,
however, cited sources as
saying Tehran was de-
manding "the immediate
release of $12 billion in
frozen Iranian assets" be-
fore moving to the next
phase of negotiations.

On the toll-free reopen-
ing of Hormuz, the sources
said "no such clause ap-
pears in the text of the
agreement," while Trump's
comment on destroying
Iran's nuclear material "is
fundamentally baseless."

Baqaei also told state
TV there were currently
"no negotiations" taking
place on Iran's nuclear
program, as Iran's top
diplomat suggested the US
was holding up a deal with
its approach to the talks.

MI News Service, Beirut: Israel's mil-
itary issued evacuation warnings on
Saturday for residents of seven vil-
lages in southern Lebanon, after
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
said Israeli forces had pushed deeper
into the country.

The latest warnings came a day
after military delegations from the
two countries held landmark security
talks in Washington and ahead of US-
brokered negotiations early next
week -- the fourth round since the lat-
est Israel-Hezbollah conflict erupted.

Israel has kept up its heavy bom-
bardment of south Lebanon, with
President Joseph Aoun emphasising
in a call with US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio "the need to exert all ef-
forts to reach a ceasefire".

A truce to halt the fighting be-
tween Israel and Tehran-backed
Hezbollah officially took effect on
April 17, but has never been ob-
served, and Iran insists that Lebanon
be included in any agreement with
the United States to end the wider
war that engulfed the region in Feb-
ruary.

Both Israel and Hezbollah accuse
each other of violating the ceasefire
and justify their attacks by the other's
alleged breaches.

The Israeli military's evacuation

warnings for Saturday included some
villages near Nabatieh.

Also on Saturday, Hezbollah said
it fired rockets at the northern Israeli
town of Kiryat Shmona.

The group later said it ambushed
Israeli soldiers near Ghandouriyeh,
southern Lebanon, saying it forced
them to withdraw, and fired rockets
at a military base in north Israel.

On Friday, Hezbollah had said it
launched attacks in northern Israel
and Israel's military confirmed inter-
cepting several projectiles from
Lebanon, with one hitting near Kiryat
Shmona.

Hezbollah also said it attacked Is-
raeli troops trying to advance near
the medieval Beaufort fortress, also
known as Qalaat al-Chakif, which Is-
rael's forces had used as a base dur-
ing their two-decade occupation of

southern Lebanon ending in 2000.
Netanyahu announced Friday that

Israeli forces had advanced beyond a
river that runs around 30 kilometres
(20 miles) north of the Lebanon-Israel
frontier.

"Our forces have crossed the
Litani, they have moved up to the
commanding terrain," he said, adding
Israel was "hitting Hezbollah head
on".

Israel and Lebanon began direct
talks in April, with a fourth round ex-
pected next week in Washington fol-
lowing Friday's meeting at the
Pentagon, running parallel to US ef-
forts to strike a deal with Iran to end
the regional war.

Elbridge Colby, the Pentagon's
second-in-command, called the dis-
cussions "productive" in a post on X.

Israeli strikes in the southern city
of Tyre killed 11 people on Friday, ac-
cording to Lebanon's health ministry,
which called the bombardment a "fla-
grant violation of humanitarian law".

Lebanon was drawn into the re-
gional war when Hezbollah launched
rockets at Israel in early March in re-
taliation for the death of Iran's
supreme leader in US-Israeli strikes.

Hezbollah strongly opposes talks
with US representatives and has re-
fused to disarm.

MI News Service, Washing-
ton: After nearly eight
years of research and
planning, the team behind
the proposed India Her-
itage Center is preparing
to launch an ambitious ef-
fort to create a permanent
museum in the American
Capital, dedicated to
telling India's story from
ancient civilisation to mod-
ern nationhood.

The project, led by In-
dian-American education-
ist and community leader
Dr Amitabh Sharma, aims
to establish what organis-
ers describe as the first
dedicated museum in the
United States focused on
India's civilisational, cul-
tural and historical jour-
ney spanning more than
11,000 years.

The proposed institu-
tion would use immersive

technology, virtual reality,
interactive exhibits and
multimedia displays to
present India's contribu-
tions, challenges and evo-
lution to a global
audience.

"Indian history and In-
dian civilization has never
been portrayed in the

strength that it deserves,"
Sharma told the media. "It
is important in today's
perspective, more impor-
tantly, to be able to tell the
world that this is the rich
civilization, rich heritage
that we have in terms of
culture, history, our con-
tributions, and so on and

so forth."
Atlanta-based Sharma

said the idea emerged
from a long-held belief
that India's civilisational
story has often been
viewed through external
lenses and presented in
fragmented ways. The ob-
jective, he said, is to create
a permanent institution
that can present a com-
prehensive and enduring
narrative of India's past,
present and future.

"So I think it is time
that we told our story and
are told, telling our story
in a very compelling nar-
rative," he said.

The museum is envi-
sioned as a 20,000-
square-foot complex
featuring ten galleries, a
350-seat auditorium, a li-
brary, reception facilities
and a gift centre. Organis-

ers plan to use state-of-
the-art technologies, in-
cluding immersive
experiences, interactive
audio-video systems, vir-
tual reality, augmented re-
ality, murals and artefacts
to engage visitors.

"Well this is a museum
of Indian history culture
and civilization going back
all these years. So 9,500
BC onwards, we have
tracked down, there will
be 10 galleries in the mu-
seum," Sharma said.

According to project
documents, the galleries
would guide visitors
through India's civilisa-
tional heritage, scientific
and technological achieve-
ments, spiritual traditions,
cultural accomplishments,
periods of adversity and the
country's emergence as a
modern democratic nation.

MI News Service, Astana:
The battlefield situation
provides grounds to believe
that the Ukraine crisis is
approaching its conclusion,
although it is impossible to
specify a timeline for its
end while hostilities con-
tinue, Russian President
Vladimir Putin has said.

Putin made the re-
marks at a press confer-
ence following the
conclusion of his state visit
to Kazakhstan, RIA Novosti
reported Friday.

He said Russia's strikes
on Kiev were carried out in
response to Ukrainian at-
tacks on the Lugansk re-
gion, adding that Russian
forces are conducting of-
fensives along the entire
frontline of the special mil-
itary operation zone.

Putin also described
statements by some Euro-

pean politicians about
preparing for war with
Russia as "nonsense," say-
ing Russia has neither
threatened European
countries in the past nor
does so now, but any loca-
tion posing a direct mili-
tary threat to Russia would
be regarded as a "legiti-
mate target." 

MI News Service, Tehran:
Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesman Esmaeil
Baghaei said on Friday that
no agreement has been fi-
nalized with the United
States yet and the exchange
of messages between the
two sides is continuing.

Baghaei made the re-
marks in a telephone inter-
view with state-run IRIB
TV, after U.S. President
Donald Trump outlined
conditions for a deal with
Iran and said he would
soon make a decision.

Baghaei reiterated that
Iran's current focus in the
negotiations "is on ending
the war." "We have no talk
on details of the issues per-
taining to Iran's uranium
enrichment or enriched
uranium at this stage," he
said. Speaking about the
possible re-opening of the
Strait of Hormuz, Baghaei
said future management of
the strait "concerns only
Iran and Oman."

Earlier in the day, in a
social media post, Trump
outlined his demands, say-
ing, "Iran must agree that
they will never have a Nu-

clear Weapon or Bomb."
"The Hormuz Strait

must be immediately open,
no tolls, for unrestricted
shipping traffic, in both di-
rections. All water mines
(bombs), if any, will be ter-
minated," Trump said, not-
ing that the U.S. naval
blockade "will now be
lifted."

He also said Iran's en-
riched uranium stockpiles
will be unearthed by the
United States in coordina-

tion with Iran and the Inter-
national Atomic Energy
Agency and destroyed.

Trump added that "no
money will be exchanged,
until further notice," appar-
ently referring to Iran's
frozen assets and the finan-
cial compensation de-
manded by Iran. Iran, the
United States, and Israel
reached a ceasefire on
April 8 after 40 days of
fighting triggered by U.S.-
Israeli strikes on Iran.

MI News Service,
Tehran: Mohsen
Rezaei, a military
adviser to Iran’s
supreme leader,
writes on X that 
US President Don-
ald Trump is “be-
traying diplomacy”
by failing to lift the US block-
ade on Iran-linked shipping.
“As expected, the president
of the United States is be-
traying diplomacy for the
third time,” Rezaei says.
The two previous times ap-
pear to refer to the Israeli

bombing campaign
launched on Iran
in June last year,
and the US-Israeli
bombing campaign
launched on Feb-
ruary 28, both
times amid indi-
rect US-Iran nu-

clear talks. “By continuing
the naval blockade and
making excessive demands
in negotiations,” said
Rezaei, Trump has “again
proven he is not inclined to-
ward negotiations and is
pursuing other goals.”

MI News Service, Tehran:
Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian has expressed
Tehran’s willingness to
reach a “dignified frame-
work” to end the ongoing
war and regional tensions.

In a telephone conver-
sation on Tuesday with
Qatar’s Emir, Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thani, Pezeshkian high-
lighted Iran’s consistent
honesty and commitment
to dialogue as a means to
resolve the conflict. He
urged the other side to
demonstrate genuine polit-
ical will by honoring its in-
ternational obligations
through both words and
actions.

The Iranian leader
thanked the Qatari govern-
ment and the Emir person-
ally for their continuous
constructive efforts and
mediation in pursuit of
peace. Sheikh Tamim reaf-
firmed Doha’s unwavering

position, stating that Qatar
would spare no effort in
promoting regional peace,
security, and stability
while continuing its medi-
ating role.

Tensions escalated
dramatically after the
United States and Israel
initiated military opera-
tions against Iran on Feb-
ruary 28, including
airstrikes that killed sev-
eral senior Iranian officials
and commanders, notably
the Leader of the Islamic

Revolution, Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei.

In response, Iranian
forces launched 100 waves
of retaliatory strikes tar-
geting American and Is-
raeli strategic assets
across the region.

A ceasefire brokered
by Islamabad took effect
on April 8, forty days after
the war began. Both sides
are currently engaged in
intermittent talks aimed at
achieving a permanent
end to the conflict.

Trump says deal with Iran is possible
if it meets all of his conditions

Israel issued new evacuation orders as 
forces pushes deeper into Lebanon

Putin says Ukraine crisis
approaching conclusion

Iran signals readiness for dignified peace framework with Qatar’s support Iran says no agreement finalized with U.S. yet,
stresses right to manage Hormuz strait

Indian diaspora pushes for landmark museum in US Capital

MI News Service, Beirut: Hezbol-
lah announced early Saturday that
it conducted 22 attacks against Is-
raeli troops, vehicles, and military
positions over the past 24 hours.

The operations included drone
strikes and guided missile attacks
that reportedly struck six Israeli
Merkava tanks in southern
Lebanon.

According to the group, five
Merkava tanks were targeted in
the town of Yahmar al-Shaqif in
Nabatieh province using attack
drones, guided missiles, and other
weapons. Hezbollah stated that the tanks
were seen burning after the assaults. A
sixth Merkava tank was hit near Dibbine
in the Marjayoun district and was also
reported to be on fire.

The attacks extended across multiple
areas in southern Lebanon, including
Naqoura, Haddatha, Rashaf, Bayyada,
and Zawtar al-Sharqiya.

Hezbollah said its fighters used
drones against troop gatherings and mil-
itary equipment while launching rockets
at Israeli positions. The group also
claimed drone strikes in northern Israel
targeting soldiers near the Natua settle-
ment and the Galilee Forest military
camp.

Hezbollah described the operations
as retaliation for Israeli violations of the
ceasefire agreement and attacks on civil-
ians and villages in southern Lebanon.

A fragile ceasefire took effect on April
17 and was extended for 45 days starting
May 17 through U.S.-mediated indirect
talks. Despite the truce, Israel has con-
tinued operations in Lebanon.

The Lebanese Health Ministry reports
that Israeli attacks since March 2 have
killed 3,355 people across the country.

In recent weeks, Hezbollah’s increas-
ing use of drones has become a signifi-
cant concern for Israel, with Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu labeling
them a “major threat” due to detection
challenges.

Hezbollah launches 22 attacks on Israeli
forces, claims hits on six Merkava tanks

Senior Iranian official says Trump ‘betraying
diplomacy’ by continuing US naval blockadeMI News Service, Lima:

Peru has extended a state
of emergency for 60 days
in 41 districts across 11 re-
gions to continue respond-
ing to damage caused by
recent heavy rains, the
presidency said Friday. The
extension, approved by
supreme decree and pub-
lished in the official gazette
El Peruano, will take effect
on June 1. The affected dis-
tricts are located in the re-
gions of Ancash, Apurimac,
Arequipa, Ayacucho, Caja-
marca, Cusco, Huancavel-
ica, Huanuco, Junin, Lima
and Pasco.

Peru extends emergency state
in 41 districts after heavy rains

Red Crescent: Seven
Palestinians shot,
beaten by settlers

south of Nablus
MI News Service, West
Bank: Seven Palestinians
were hospitalized after
settlers attacked them this
morning in the village of
Madama, south of Nablus
in the northern West Bank,
the Palestinian Red Cres-
cent Society says. Two men
aged 72 and 53 were shot
in the leg and a 46-year-
old man sustained shrap-
nel injuries to the face,
while two other men aged
40 and 43, and two women
aged 45 and 53, were
beaten, the medics say.
Madama village chief Rami
Nassar tells WAFA, the
Palestinian Authority’s of-
ficial news agency, that
dozens of settlers from a
new outpost north of
Madama took part in the
attack on shepherds on the
village outskirts.

According to Nassar
and the Red Crescent, the
IDF arrived on the scene
and initially prevented the
medics from attending to
the wounded.
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IPL 2026 Final: Familiar rivals, different stakes as
RCB and GT battle for glory in Ahmedabad (Preview)
AHMEDABAD : The Indian
Premier League season that
began with ten teams chasing
a dream now comes down to
two franchises separated by
contrasting styles but united
by a common ambition.
Under the lights of the
Narendra Modi Stadium on
Sunday, Royal Challengers
Bengaluru and Gujarat
Titans will meet in the IPL
2026 final with the trophy
and a place in league history
at stake. 

For Royal Challengers
Bengaluru, the opportunity is
clear: a victory would make
them only the third franchise,
after Mumbai Indians and
Chennai Super Kings, to suc-
cessfully defend an IPL
crown. For the Gujarat
Titans, the challenge is
equally compelling. Playing
at home and seeking a sec-
ond title in four seasons, they
have the chance to avenge
their crushing defeat to RCB
in Qualifier 1 and reclaim the
crown they last lifted in 2022.

The finalists have trav-
elled different routes to reach
the summit clash. RCB

stormed directly into the final
after dismantling Gujarat by
92 runs earlier this week,
posting a playoff-record
254/5 in a display of relent-
less batting aggression. The
Titans were forced to take
the longer road, regrouping
swiftly to overcome
Rajasthan Royals in Qualifier
2 and secure another shot at
the title. The contest presents
an intriguing tactical battle.
Bengaluru's success has been
built on fearless batting, with
Virat Kohli, Rajat Patidar,
Phil Salt, Devdutt Padikkal,
Tim David, and Venkatesh
Iyer forming arguably the
deepest batting unit in the
competition. Their willing-
ness to attack regardless of
conditions has made them
one of the most destructive
sides of the season.

Gujarat, meanwhile, have
relied on a more measured
blueprint. Shubman Gill and
Sai Sudharsan have mas-
tered the art of constructing
innings before accelerating, a
strategy that has produced
over 1,400 runs between
them. Alongside Jos Buttler,

the trio has carried much of
the batting responsibility and
will once again be expected
to provide the platform.

If Bengaluru possess the
stronger batting card,
Gujarat can counter with
arguably the tournament's
most formidable pace attack.
Purple Cap leader Kagiso
Rabada and Mohammed Siraj
have formed a potent new-
ball partnership, while
Rashid Khan, Prasidh
Krishna, and Jason Holder
provide depth and variety.
Much could depend on Siraj's
fitness after the fast bowler
appeared to struggle with a
shoulder issue during
Qualifier 2.

RCB's bowling resources,
however, are equally capable
of deciding the contest.
Bhuvneshwar Kumar has
enjoyed a stellar campaign
with 26 wickets, while Josh
Hazlewood, Rasikh Salam,
and Krunal Pandya have con-
sistently delivered break-
throughs at crucial moments.

The numbers suggest a
closely fought battle. RCB
hold a narrow 5-4 advantage

in the overall head-to-head
record and have won two of
the three meetings between
the sides this season. Yet
Gujarat have turned
Ahmedabad into a fortress,
winning five of their seven
home matches during the
campaign.

Momentum favours
Bengaluru. Conditions favour
Gujarat. The trophy will
belong to whichever side
imposes its identity more
effectively on the biggest
night of the season.

By Sunday night, either
Patidar's defending champi-
ons will cement their status
as the league's newest pow-
erhouse, or Gill's Titans will
complete a homecoming wor-
thy of champions. Either way,
IPL 2026 is set for a fitting
finale.

When: Sunday, May 31,
7:30 PM IST

Where: Narendra Modi
Stadium, Ahmedabad

Where to watch: The RCB
vs GT Final will be broadcast
on Star Sports channels, with
JioHotstar live-streaming the
game.

SQUADS:
ROYAL CHALLENGERS
BENGALURU: Philip Salt,
Virat Kohli, Devdutt Padikkal,
Rajat Patidar(c), Jitesh
Sharma (WK), Tim David,
Romario Shepherd, Krunal
Pandya, Bhuvneshwar
Kumar, Josh Hazlewood,
Suyash Sharma, Rasikh
Salam Dar, Venkatesh lyer,
Jordan Cox, Kanishk
Chouhan, Mangesh Yadav,
Jacob Duffy, Swapnil Singh,
Nuwan Thushara, Jacob
Bethell, Vicky Ostwal, Vihaan
Malhotra, Abhinandan Singh,
Satvik Deswal
GUJARAT TITANS: Shubman
Gill (c), Jos Buttler (wicket-
keeper), Kumar Kushagra,
Glenn Phillips, Rashid Khan,
Manav Suthar, Nishant
Sindhu, Washington Sundar,
Mohammed Siraj, Prasidh
Krishna, Kagiso Rabada,
Ravisrinivasan Sai Kishore,
Jayant Yadav, Ishant Sharma,
Ashok Sharma, Jason Holder,
Tom Banton, Luke Wood, Sai
Sudharsan, Rahul Tewatia,
Arshad Khan, Anuj Rawat,
Kulwant Khejroliya, Gurnoor
Brar, M Shahrukh Khan

Ishan Kishan Headlines JPL Auction, Robin
Minz Emerges Costliest Buy at Rs 15.25 Lakh

PC JHA

RANCHI : Fresh from lighting up
the IPL with Sunrisers Hyderabad,
India wicketkeeper-batter Ishan
Kishan emerged as one of the
biggest attractions at the
Jharkhand Premier League (JPL)
2026 auction, but the evening ulti-
mately belonged to rising star
Robin Minz, whose record-break-
ing Rs 15.25 lakh deal made him
the costliest player in the league's
history. The IPL-style auction,
conducted by renowned auction-
eer Charu Sharma, witnessed
intense bidding battles, surprise
picks and a few shocking snubs
ahead of the tournament's June
10 start at the JSCA International
Stadium. With an impressive IPL
season with Sunrisers Hyderabad,
Ishan Kishan attracted significant
attention during the auction. The
Indian international and one of
Jharkhand's most celebrated
cricketers was signed by Santhal
Strikers for Rs 6.25 lakh, well
above his base price of Rs 4 lakh.
His inclusion is expected to boost
both the team's batting firepower
and the league's profile.

However, the fiercest bidding

battle was reserved for Robin
Minz. The Mumbai Indians wick-
etkeeper-batter sparked a bidding
frenzy among franchises before
Koyalanchal Super Kings secured
his services for Rs 15.25 lakh,
making him the undisputed "King
of the Auction."

Jharkhand Ranji Trophy cap-
tain Virat Singh emerged as the
second-most expensive player.
The elegant left-handed batter
from Jamshedpur was picked up
by Chotanagpur Royals for Rs 13
lakh after attracting strong inter-
est from multiple teams.

Another major acquisition was

all-rounder Konain Quraishi, who
joined Jamshedpur Steelers for Rs
12.50 lakh. Ranchi Titans invested
heavily in batter Shikhar Mohan,
securing him for Rs 11 lakh
against a base price of Rs 2 lakh.

Fast bowler Sushant Mishra
also hit the jackpot as Dhanbad
Diamonds splashed Rs 11 lakh to
add the pace spearhead to their
squad.

The biggest surprise of the
auction came in the form of
Kumar Kushagra. The Bokaro
wicketkeeper-batter, who has rep-
resented Gujarat Titans in the IPL,
went unsold despite entering the

auction with considerable expec-
tations.

Meanwhile, former Kolkata
Knight Riders all-rounder Anukul
Roy was acquired by Jamshedpur
Steelers at his base price of Rs 4
lakh. Koyalanchal Super Kings
further strengthened their squad
by signing all-rounder Utkarsh
Singh for Rs 6.25 lakh.

With several marquee names,
IPL stars and emerging talents set
to feature, the Jharkhand Premier
League is poised to deliver a high-
quality cricketing spectacle and
provide a major platform for the
state's next generation of crick-
eters.

Top Auction Buys :  Robin Minz
(Koyalanchal Super Kings) - Rs
15.25 lakh, Virat Singh
(Chotanagpur Royals) - Rs 13
lakh,  Konain Quraishi
(Jamshedpur Steelers) - Rs 12.50
lakh,  Shikhar Mohan (Ranchi
Titans) - Rs 11 lakh,  Sushant
Mishra (Dhanbad Diamonds) - Rs
11 lakh,  Ishan Kishan (Santhal
Strikers) - Rs 6.25 lakh,  Utkarsh
Singh (Koyalanchal Super Kings) -
Rs 6.25 lakh,  Anukul Roy
(Jamshedpur Steelers) - Rs 4 lakh,
Kumar Kushagra - Unsold. 

INDIA'S NEW CRICKET
'SENSATION' VAIBHAV
SURYAVANSHI SET FOR
JHARKHAND HONOUR

PC JHA 

RANCHI : At just 15, Vaibhav Suryavanshi
has become the blue-eyed boy of Indian
cricket, captivating fans with his fearless
stroke play, remarkable maturity and abil-
ity to dominate seasoned bowlers on the
big stage.

Recognising his meteoric rise and grow-
ing influence among the youth, the
Jharkhand Health Department has
announced that the teenage sensation will
be honoured by the state and appointed as
its brand ambassador for health, fitness
and positive lifestyle campaigns.

Health Minister Dr. Irfan Ansari said
that irrespective of the match result,
Vaibhav emerged as the biggest winner by
earning the admiration of millions of crick-
et lovers across the country. He described
the youngster's aggressive batting and
unwavering self-belief as hallmarks of a
future star destined for greater achieve-
ments.

The minister added that Vaibhav has
brought immense pride to his family, Bihar
and the nation through his extraordinary
performances and will soon be felicitated
by the Jharkhand government.

Congratulating the 15-year-old prodigy,
the minister revealed that the state govern-
ment would soon organise a special felici-
tation ceremony in Jharkhand to recognise
his achievements and contribution.

Dr. Ansari noted that Vaibhav's
courage, confidence and cricketing
prowess have already begun writing a new
chapter in Indian cricket history. He
described the youngster as more than just
a sportsperson, calling him a symbol of
youth power, discipline, hard work and
perseverance.

The Health Minister further stated that
Vaibhav's positive outlook and commit-
ment to excellence had personally
impressed him. Through his association
with the Health Department, the young
cricketer will help promote awareness
about fitness, healthy living, discipline and
positive lifestyle choices among the youth.

Expressing confidence in Vaibhav's
future, Dr. Ansari said the teenager pos-
sesses the potential to take Indian cricket
to greater heights on the global stage and
will continue to make the nation proud for
years to come. 

NEW DELHI : Vinesh Phogat's
dramatic return to competitive
wrestling ended in disappoint-
ment on Saturday as the former
World Championships medallist
failed to qualify for the Asian
Games 2026 after suffering a 4-
6 defeat to Meenakshi Goyat in
the women's 53kg semifinals at
the selection trials here at the
Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium. 

This defeat marks the end of
Vinesh's bid for a comeback
and her chance to qualify for
the Asian Games in Aichi-
Nagoya, Japan, later this year.
The loss concluded an eventful
and emotionally intense 48-
hour span for the 31-year-old,
who had only been allowed to
compete after interventions by
the Supreme Court and the
Wrestling Federation of India
(WFI).

Vinesh entered the trials
amid considerable uncertainty
over her participation. The WFI

had initially restricted her to
the 50kg category, a decision
she strongly opposed. Following
discussions within the federa-
tion and intervention from WFI
president Sanjay Singh, the
decision was revised on
Saturday morning, allowing her
to compete in her preferred
53kg division.

Once on the mat, Vinesh
showed glimpses of the quality
that has made her one of
India's most decorated
wrestlers.

She began her campaign
with a convincing 7-1 victory
over Jyoti in the opening round.
After a cautious start, Vinesh
steadily took control of the con-
test, scoring through a take-
down and a series of counter-
attacking moves to build a com-
manding lead before closing out
the bout comfortably.

The quarterfinal proved to
be a much sterner test. Facing

Nishu, Vinesh found herself in a
closely fought battle that
remained in the balance until
the closing moments. Drawing
on her experience, she edged
out a narrow 7-6 victory to
secure a place in the last four
and move within two wins of a
coveted Asian Games berth.

However, the trials became
increasingly turbulent as the
day progressed. Reports from
the venue indicated that
Vinesh's quarterfinal was
marked by tensions involving
WFI coaches and officials,
adding further drama to an
already high-pressure competi-
tion.

Awaiting her in the semifi-
nals was Meenakshi Goyat,
widely regarded as one of the
strongest contenders in the cat-
egory. The bout lived up to
expectations, with both
wrestlers exchanging points in a
fiercely contested encounter. In

the end, Meenakshi held her
nerve to register a 6-4 victory
and end Vinesh's hopes of rep-
resenting India at the Asian
Games.

The defeat marks a bitter
setback for Vinesh, who had
mounted an impressive come-
back to the competitive circuit
after months away from action
and had overcome significant
administrative hurdles merely to
earn her place in the trials.

For Indian wrestling, the
result also means one of the
sport's most accomplished
names will miss the continental
showpiece. At the same time,
Meenakshi moves a step closer
to securing the coveted spot in
the national squad.

What began as a story of
resilience and return ultimately
ended in heartbreak, as
Vinesh's quest for another Asian
Games appearance fell short by
just one step of the final.

NEW DELHI : India's young
wrestlers delivered a strong
showing in the women's
wrestling events at the U17
Asian Wrestling
Championships in Da Nang,
Vietnam, securing two gold,
two silver, and one bronze
medal on the day. 

Diksha (43kg) led the
charge with a dominant run,
defeating Asangaryeva
(Kyrgyzstan) 6-0 in the final
to clinch gold. She had earlier
outclassed opponents from
Kyrgyzstan (8-0) and Vietnam
(10-0) en route to the summit
clash. In the 73kg category,
Garima produced an attack-
ing masterclass to overpower
Namuuntsetseg Batbold
(Mongolia) 18-6 in the final
and secure India's second
gold medal.

India added two silver
medals through Nikita (49kg)
and Antra (65kg). Nikita went
down 2-10 to Yuan Yuting
(China) in the final, while
Antra lost 0-5 to Siyu Wei
(China) in her gold medal
bout after an impressive run
that included a hard-fought
semifinal win over Japan.

Sakshi (57kg) claimed
India's lone bronze of the day,
bouncing back from a narrow
semifinal defeat to beat Arina
Kuanyshova (Kazakhstan)
10-0 in the medal playoff.

India's continued success
at the age-group level under-
lines the depth of emerging
talent in women's wrestling,
following the country's strong
performance at the U23
Asian Championships earlier
this week.

In that event, the Indian
men's freestyle wrestling
team was crowned the undis-
puted champions at the U23
Asian Wrestling
Championships in Da Nang,
Vietnam, lifting the Team
Championship Trophy with a
spectacular first-place finish.
India dominated the freestyle
standings to claim the top
spot ahead of powerhouse
nations Kyrgyzstan and
Kazakhstan, who finished
second and third, respective-
ly.

This historic freestyle vic-
tory capped off a sensational
continental campaign for the
entire Indian contingent,
which amassed a staggering
total of 27 medals, compris-
ing eleven gold, seven silver,
and nine bronze, across the
Freestyle, Women's
Wrestling, and Greco-Roman
categories.

India's women wrestlers
were equally dominant
throughout the tournament,
delivering an exceptional
performance to capture ten
medals. The women's contin-
gent brought home a remark-
able six gold medals, with
Muskan (53kg), Tapasya
(57kg), Bhagyashree (62kg),
Pulkit (67kg), Mansi (68kg),
and Kajal (76kg) all showcas-
ing their technical superiority
in their respective title clash-
es. Neha (59kg) and Sweety
(50kg) fought valiantly to
secure silver medals, while
Amruta (72kg) and Ahilya
(55kg) finished their cam-
paigns on the podium with
bronze.

CLEVELAND : Gulveer Singh, the
27-year-old Asian Games bronze
medallist in the men's 10,000m,
became the first Indian runner to
clock a sub-four-minute mile on
Saturday at the 24th Annual
Music City Track Carnival. The
World Continental Tour event was
organised at Lee University,
Cleveland Campus, in the USA. 

Gulveer Singh posted a cred-
itable time of 3:55.63 seconds to
finish first in the Men's 1 Mile Pro
event on Saturday. Christopher
Knight, 20, representing the USA,
was second with a time of 3:59.72,
and Tristan Trevino, 21, also from
the USA, was third with a time of
4:00.27.

The Indian star distance run-
ner based in the USA is preparing
for the upcoming Glasgow
Commonwealth Games and the

Asian Games in Japan.
The army runner is also the

first Indian to break the 13-
minute barrier for the 5,000m
track race. His national men's
5,000m indoor record is 12:59.77
seconds, set last year in the USA.
The versatile distance runner also
holds the men's 10,000m national
track record of 27:00.22.

Gulveer's superb effort contin-
ues a record-breaking week by
Indian athletes in various events
at home and abroad.

India's talented high jumper
Pooja improved the national and
meet record on the second day of
the 22nd Asian U20 Athletics
Championships being held in
Hong Kong, on Friday.

On her way to winning the gold
medal with a jump of 1.93m,
Pooja improved the decade-old

national record of 1.92m set by
Sahana Kumari in 2012. Pooja's
performance on Friday was also
better than the previous Asian
U20 meet record of 1.90m set by
Svetlana Radzivil of Uzbekistan in
2006.

At the Federation Cup in
Ranchi a few days back,
Gurindervir Singh clocked 10.09s

in the 100m, becoming the first
Indian to do under 10.10s and
securing Commonwealth and
Asian Games qualification.

Barriers broken: Vishal TK ran
44.98s in the 400m, the first
Indian to go sub-45, while
Tejaswin Shankar crossed 8000
decathlon points for the first time
in India.

Gulveer Singh becomes first Indian to clock a sub-four-minute mile

Asian Wrestling C'ship: India
win 2 gold medals in women's
wrestling in Vietnam 

VINESH PHOGAT FAILS TO QUALIFY FOR ASIAN GAMES AFTER SEMIFINAL DEFEAT AT TRIALS


