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INDIA & USA to
hold 4-day trade
talks from June 1

MI News Service, New Delhi: The
chief negotiators of the US and In-
dia will begin four-day talks here
on Monday on finalising the details
of the interim trade pact, whose
framework was agreed upon in
February.

The US team will be led by its
chief negotiator Brendan Lynch.
India's chief negotiator is Darpan
Jain, who is an additional secretary
in the Department of Commerce.
The two sides are "proposed to
finalise the details of the interim
agreement and take forward the
negotiations under the broader
BTA on multiple areas such as mar-
ket access, non-tariff measures,
customs and trade facilitation, in-
vestment promotion, and economic
security alignment," the commerce
ministry has said.

India and the US issued a joint
statement finalising the contours or
framework of the first phase of the
hilateral trade agreement (BTA) or
an interim trade agreement. Now,
both sides will have to finalise the
legal text for that deal.

The framework reaffirmed
the countries' commitment to the
broader India-US BTA negotiations.
According to that framework, the
US had agreed to reduce tariffs on
India to 18 per cent from 50 per
cent. It had removed the 25 per
cent tariffs on Indian goods for
buying Russian oil and was to cut
the remaining 25 per cent to 18 per
cent under the pact.

But, on February 20 this year,
the US Supreme Court ruled
against President Donald Trump's
sweeping reciprocal tariffs, which
were imposed under the 1977 In-
ternational Emergency Economic
Powers Act (IEEPA). After that,
the US President announced the
imposition of 10 per cent tariffs on
all countries for 150 days, start-
ing February 24. In light of these
changes, a meeting between the
chief negotiators of India and the
US scheduled for February was
postponed. The two sides then met
in Washington in April, when the

Indian team, headed by Jain, visit-
ed America from April 20-23, 2026.
To carry forward those discus-
sions, the US team is visiting In-
dia from 1-4th June. As the tariff
landscape has changed in the US,
both sides may wish to revisit the
agreement's framework. Under the
agreed framework, India proposed
to eliminate or reduce tariffs on
all US industrial goods and a wide
range of US food and agricultural
products, including dried distillers'
grains (DDGs), red sorghum for an-
imal feed, tree nuts, fresh and pro-
cessed fruit, soybean oil, wine and
spirits, and additional products.

New Delhi has also expressed its
intentions to purchase USD 500 bil-
lion of US energy products, aircraft
and aircraft parts, precious metals,
technology products, and coking
coal over the next five years. Also
Read - PSU banks asked to adopt
prudent expenditure & maintain
resilience This meeting will he im-
portant, as India enjoys a compar-
ative advantage over its competitor
countries. Now, with all US trading
partners facing a uniform 10 per
cent tariff, the pact requires reca-
libration. Further, in March, the US
Trade Representative (USTR) also
launched two unilateral Section
301 investigations against a num-
ber of countries, including India,
over excess capacity and failures
to eradicate forced lahour in global
supply chains.

India has strongly rejected al-
legations made by the US Trade
Representative in those two investi-
gations and has requested that the
probes be initiated, as the initiation
notice has failed to provide a cogent
rationale to substantiate the claims.
The US was the second-largest
trading partner of India in 2025-26.
India's outhound shipments to the
US grew marginally 0.92 per cent
to USD 87.3 hillion during the last
fiscal year, while imports increased
15.95 per cent to USD 52.9 billion.
The trade surplus declined to USD
34.4 billion in 2025-26 from USD
40.89 billion in 2024-25.

MI News Service,
Kolkata: Chief minister Su-
vendu Adhikari said that Ben-
gal had received over 342,000
crore in central assistance
within three weeks of the for-
mation of his government and
urged Union housing and ur-
ban affairs and power minister
Manohar Lal Khattar to help
rebuild the state in line with
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s vision.

“I want to assure the people
of the state that we will work
jointly with every department
of the Union government. The
benefits of the double-engine
government that people in 20
states of India are receiving
have now begun reaching our
state as well,” Suvendu said in
the presence of Khatta here.

“With the assistance of
Union minister Manohar Lal
Khattar ji, we will undertake
every possible initiative for
the benefit of the people in the
fields of urban development
and the power sector,” he add-
ed.

Khattar and Suvendu were
at an event where they jointly
launched the Swachha mobile
application.

Launched as a pilot project
in eight municipalities and
Asansol and Durgapur munic-
ipal corporations, the app will
be people-driven and help resi-
dents get garbage cleared from
their areas within two hours by
simply uploading a photograph
of the site.

State urban development
minister Agnimitra Paul hosted
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The Chief Minister of West Bengal, Suvendu Adhikari, list

via digital media on Sunday.

the event.

The eight municipalities are
Basirhat and Madhyamgram in
North 24-Parganas; Pujali in
South 24-Parganas; Tufanganj
in Cooch Behar; Contai in East
Midnapore; Krishnanagar in
Nadia; Nalhati in Birbhum; and
Baidyabati in Hooghly.

“Over the past three weeks,
we have virtually signed agree-
ments worth 39,000 crore
under the Jal Jeevan Mission
with Union minister C.R. Patil
ji. We have also signed agree-
ments with Union health min-
ister J.P. Nadda ji regarding
the National Health Mission
and Ayushman Bharat. Under
these two projects, the health

ministry has sanctioned 32,193
crore under the NHM and 3776
crore under the Ayushman
Bharat scheme,” said the chief
minister, highlighting how the
double-engine government has
been working for the welfare of
Bengal.

Suvendu held discussions
for nearly one and a half hours
with Khattar on how the Cen-
tre and the state could work to-
gether on urban development
and power infrastructure.

“He spoke about how Bengal
can stand on its own feet. Our
Prime Minister has also said
that the level of development
Bengal deserved did not take
place in the past,” Suvendu
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ened to the 134th episode of the Prime Minister Narendra Modi's

said in his address to the gath-
ering at the launch of the app.

He requested the Union min-
ister to allocate funds from the
new Urban Challenge Fund
(UCF) under his ministry for all
small and medium municipali-
ties in Bengal.

The UCF is a %1 lakh crore
initiative of the Union ministry
of housing and urban affairs. It
seeks to shift urban develop-
ment from traditional govern-
ment grants to a competitive,
market-driven model.

Suvendu said that after he
took the oath as chief minister
on May 9, Khatar was the first
to call him and assure him of
full assistance.

'Mann Ki

“He called me and said that
the Prime Minister had direct-
ed that Bengal must now be
rebuilt,” he said.

Suvendu directed the ur-
ban development department
to prepare detailed project
reports for setting up metro
services in urban areas with
populations of 25-30 lakh.

“We have a lot of work to
do in the power sector. Half
of Bengal’s population is poor,
and many people receive high
electricity bills. We also have
large hilly and adivasi-dom-

Baat'

inated regions. We need to
work on the Prime Minister
Surya Ghar Yojana in these
areas. A team from our state

BENGAL received Rs 42K Cr from
e in 3 weeks: VENDU

will visit Delhi regarding this
matter and hold meetings
with the Union minister and
his officials. We want to work
together,” he said.

Khattar said that he was
saddened that many initiatives
and schemes implemented in
other parts of India could not
be carried out in Bengal in the
past 10-12 years.

“I don’t need to explain the
reason behind the backlog,
as you all know it. Whatever
shortcomings remain, we will
complete the pending work
in the shortest possible time
by working together with the
Bengal government and Su-
vendu ji,” he said.

The chief minister said
that the previous Trinamool
Congress government had re-
peatedly blamed the Damodar
Valley Corporation (DVC) for
floods, but his government
was working jointly with the
central agency to address is-
sues during the monsoon sea-
son.

Though Suvendu did not
name Mamata Banerjee, she
had repeatedly accused the
DVC of not informing the state
government before releasing
water from its dams, which,
according to her, led to flood-
ing in districts such as Hoogh-
ly, Howrah and East Burdwan.

“DVC officials are present
here as well. The days when
the previous government used
to blame the DVC are over.
Before the monsoon, DVC and
our government are working
together,” said Suvendu.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
It has been almost a month
since the formation of the new
government after the political
upheaval in the state. Even so
far, the BJP government has not
been able to form a full-fledged
cabinet. In the initial phase,
apart from Chief Minister Su-
vendu Adhikari, 5 MLA’s took
oath as ministers at the Brigade
Parade Ground. They were
handling the responsibilities of
certain important departments
till now. Most of the remaining
ministerial posts are still vacant
or vacant.

Chief ~ Minister ~ Suvendu
Adhikari wrote on social media,
"Tomorrow, 35 ministers of the
West Bengal government will

take oath at Lok Bhavan at 11
am for the purpose of expand-
ing the cabinet. His Excellency
the Governor RN Ravi will ad-
minister their oath at Lok Bha-
van."

It is learnt that Chief Minis-
ter Suvendu Adhikari’s new
cabinet may have a total of 35
ministers. The outline has been
prepared with the aim of form-
ing a full-fledged state cabinet
of these 35. The possible list of
new MLAs who can take oath
as ministers on Monday has
already started intensive dis-
cussions in political circles with
several heavyweights and well-
known names.

The potential list of new min-
isters is reportedly focused on

political experience and region-
al balance. Informed sources
believe that the new list could
include several veteran politi-
cians as well as young and new
faces.

One of the most important
names in this possible list is
the name of senior BJP leader
Swapan Dasgupta. He became
an MLA after winning the tradi-
tional Rash Behari constituen-
cy of Kolkata in this assembly
election. There is intense spec-
ulation that he may be given
a very important and weighty
portfolio in the cabinet to uti-
lize his long political and so-
cial experience. Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari has already
given him the special responsi-

hility of looking after the state's
education department. Keeping
that political equation in mind,
there is a strong feeling among
informed circles that after the
formal expansion of the cabi-
net, Swapan Dasgupta may be
given the responsibility of the
full-fledged education minister
of the state.

At the same time, the name of
veteran politician Tapas Roy,
who won from Maniktala as-
sembly constituency in North
Kolkata, is very strongly in the
list of possible ministers. After
the formation of the new gov-
ernment, he has handled the
duties as the pro-tem speaker
of the assembly very efficient-
ly. Tapas Roy managed all the

35 new faces to join Suvendu's ' Full Shaped' Cabinet on Monday

activities of the assembly in a
very orderly manner until the
election of the new speaker
or chairman was completed.
Even, he had the important
responsibility of administering
the oath of office to the newly
elected MLAs. According to BJP
sources, as a reward for his
long parliamentary and politi-
cal experience, he may be given
an important and cabinet-level
ministry in the state cabinet.
Apart from these two heavy-
weight names, several other
familiar faces are making the
rounds in the BJP's list of po-
tential new ministers. Several
MLAs from North Bengal and
South Bengal have reportedly
been included in the list.

Indian Navy ready for 2-front' challenge: CHIEF ADMIRAL TRIPATHI

MI News Service, New Delhi:
The Indian Navy has significant-
ly enhanced its anti-submarine
warfare capability, underwater
surveillance, and network-cen-
tric operations to counter
emerging maritime challeng-
es posed by the growing Chi-
na-Pakistan nexus in the Indian
Ocean region, Navy Chief Admi-
ral Dinesh K Tripathi said, citing
conflicts in West Asia to argue
for greater military integration.

Admiral Tripathi said the
Navy remains prepared to deal
with any "two-front" challenge
in the maritime domain and
emphasised that ongoing con-
flicts in West Asia underscore
the direct link between mari-
time security, energy security
and economic resilience.

His remarks come amid the
growing presence of China's
PLA Navy in the Indian Ocean
region and Beijing's deepening
maritime cooperation with Pa-
kistan, including the transfer of
submarine capabilities and the
modernisation of the Pakistani
Navy.

"We are fully aware that the
Indian Ocean Region is witness-
ing increasing strategic contes-
tation and greater extra-region-
al presence, moving us from
an 'era of cooperation' into an
‘era of intense competition'," he
said.

"As a professional maritime
force, the Indian Navy monitors
all regional developments very
closely, and our approach re-
mains strictly capability-based
and threat-informed."

There has been a significant
increase in maritime collabora-
tion between Pakistan and Chi-

Indian Navy Chief Admiral Diﬁesh K Tripathi

na in recent years. Last month,
the two countries announced
the commissioning of the first of
four Chinese-built diesel-elec-
tric attack submarines for the
Pakistan Navy, as Beijing con-
tinues to play a major role in
strengthening Islamabad's na-
val capabilities.

Responding to a question on
India's maritime security chal-
lenges, Admiral Tripathi said
the Navy continuously assess-
es the evolving strategic envi-
ronment and adapts its force
structure, operational concepts,
deployment patterns and pre-
paredness levels accordingly.

"Our efforts are not aimed at
any specific nation, but rather
at ensuring the absolute securi-
ty of India's maritime interests
and contributing to a stable,
free, open and inclusive In-
do-Pacific. The Navy's answer
to any complex or two-front
challenge is credible deterrence
backed by capability," he said.

"To achieve this, the Indian

Navy has significantly enhanced
its surveillance architecture,
maritime domain awareness,
anti-submarine warfare capa-
bility, underwater surveillance,
long-range maritime reconnais-
sance, network-centric opera-
tions across sensors and shoot-
ers, and integrated operational
response capability,” he added.

Admiral Tripathi said the Na-
vy's mission-based deployments
across critical choke points and
shipping lanes ensure sustained
operational presence, persistent
surveillance and rapid response
capability across the region.

"Importantly, deterrence is
not built merely through num-
bers. It is built through credible
capability, operational readi-
ness, technological integration,
sustained presence, and the
ability to impose costs, if re-
quired," he said.

The Navy Chief expressed
confidence in the force's mod-
ernisation plans, including the
Project 75 India programme for

six stealth submarines and the
broader objective of expanding
to a 200-plus ship Navy.

After outlining the maritime
challenges closer home, Admi-
ral Tripathi also pointed to the
lessons emerging from ongoing
conflicts in West Asia and the
Russia-Ukraine war.

"The first and most critical
lesson is that maritime security
is directly linked to economic
security, energy security, and
national resilience," he said.

"Disruptions to  shipping
routes, energy flows, and mar-
itime logistics chains have im-
mediate strategic and economic
consequences, affecting insur-
ance costs, shipping patterns
and the strategic balance across
entire regions."

The Navy Chief argued that
these developments strengthen
the case for greater military in-
tegration and a dedicated mar-
itime theatre command bring-
ing together capabilities of the
Army, Navy, Air Force and Coast
Guard.

"Jointness and integration
are no longer optional -- they
are an absolute operational
necessity in the modern bat-
tlespace. Future conflicts will
demand seamless coordination
across land, sea, air, cyber,
space and information do-
mains," he said.

According to Admiral Trip-
athi, no single service can op-
erate effectively in isolation
under increasingly complex
conditions, making tri-service
integration central to India's
future defence architecture.

He, however, stressed that
theatre commands must be

driven by operational effec-
tiveness and enhancement of
military capability rather than
organisational  restructuring
alone.

"Regarding a dedicated mar-
itime theatre command, the
maritime domain, by its very
nature, inherently requires the
integrated application of naval,
air, land and coast guard capa-
bilities," he said.

‘Short war' myth debunked

The Navy Chief also said the
character of warfare is under-
going a profound transforma-
tion, with the maritime bat-
tlespace now extending from
the seabed to space, while cy-
ber, electromagnetic, informa-
tional and cognitive domains
have become equally import-
ant.

To prepare for future con-
flicts, he said the Navy is aggres-
sively incorporating artificial
intelligence, quantum technol-
ogies and autonomous systems,
while refining operational con-
cepts, space-based communica-
tions and cyber resilience.

Reflecting on recent oper-
ations, Admiral Tripathi de-
scribed Operation Sindoor as
a demonstration of the Navy's
combat readiness, operational
reach and deterrence capabil-
ity, noting that the deployment
of a Carrier Battle Group in the
northern Arabian Sea helped
shape the strategic environment
during tensions with Pakistan.

He said the operation also
highlighted the growing impor-
tance of tri-service synergy and
validated the need for deeper
integration among the armed
forces.

Centre slas
petrol expor

hes tax on
ts; reduces

duties on diesel, ATF

MI News Service, New Delhi: The government has halved wind-
fall gains tax on export of petrol to Rs 1.5 litre, while reducing the
levy on diesel to Rs 13.5/litre and aviation turbine fuel to Rs 9.5/

litre effective June 1.

The finance ministry in a notification said road and infrastruc-
ture cess will be nil on export of petrol and diesel.

Also, there is no change in the existing duty rates on petrol and
diesel cleared for domestic consumption.

The special additional excise duty (SAED) on petrol at Rs 3/litre

was imposed on May 16 and the
Rs 1.5/litre from June 1.

fortnightly review slashed it to

The duty on export of diesel has been reduced to Rs 13.5 per
litre, from Rs 16.5 per litre, and aviation turbine fuel to Rs 9.5 per
litre, from Rs 16 per litre from June 1.

The government had on March 26 imposed an export duty of
Rs 21.50 a litre on diesel, and Rs 29.5 a litre on ATE. In the review
on April 11, the duties were hiked to Rs 55.5/litre and Rs 42/litre.
In the April 30 review, they were cut to Rs 23/litre and Rs 33/litre,
and further slashed to Rs 16.5/litre and Rs 16/litre on May 16.

The windfall tax was levied to increase domestic availability of
the fuel amid the US-Israel and Iran war.

It was also aimed at not allowing exporters to take undue ad-

vantage due to price differences

as globally crude oil prices had

risen since the beginning of the war.
On February 28, the United States and Israel launched military
strikes against Iran, triggering sweeping retaliation from Tehran.
Crude oil prices have remained above USD 100 per barrel over
the past week, from the about USD 73 per barrel before the war.
The windfall tax was to ensure domestic availability of petro-
leum products by disincentivising exports against the backdrop
of the West Asia crisis, the ministry said.

CENSUS in Bengal
on AUGUST 1

MI News Service, Kolkata: The first
phase of the census in Bengal will
start with the self-enumeration of
common citizens between August
1 and 15.

“The first phase of the census
has already started in other states,
but Bengal is lagging only because
the previous government had not
issued the notification regarding
the census, which is a constitution-
al obligation. After our government
took the oath on May 9, the census
notification was issued on May 11.
[ request all to come forward and
participate in the exercise as it is
important to prepare government
schemes and plans,” chief minister
Suvendu Adhikari said at Naban-
naon.

According to the chief minis-
ter, the Centre had sent a letter to
Nabanna on June 16, 2025, to issue
the census notification in the state.

“This could have been done by
the then chief secretary. Unfortu-
nately, he waited for the political
approval. As the notification was
issued on May 11 after we came to
power, all other states have gone
forward, leaving Bengal behind.
Now we have to work hard to catch
up with other states,” said Suven-
du.

According to the schedule, the
house listing would be done in the
first phase between August 16 and
September 14, when enumerators
would visit house-to-house to col-
lect data after self-enumeration is
completed on August 15.

In the second phase, popula-
tion enumeration would be done
between February 1 and 21 next
year, and the exercise would be
completed hy midnight of Febru-
ary 28.

The chief minister said that the
census was important to prepare
development plans for the govern-
ment as demography was changing
fast in Bengal.

“We have 6,00km of borders
with Bangladesh where fencing
could not be put up because of the
lackadaisical approach of the pre-
vious government in providing land
to the BSF for erecting fencing.
You can also see how people are
making a beeline for the horders
to leave our country. In this back-
ground, the census is important
for making development plans and
schemes,” said Suvendu.

Sources in the administration
said the Bengal government would
face a stiff challenge in completing
the exercise on time as all other
states started the first phase of
census — mainly listing of hous-
es — and the process was nearing
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119 women attended free cancer detec-
tion camp org hy Taherpur pollce Stn
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MI News Service, Nadia : In a significant public health out-
reach aimed at promoting early detection of cancer among
women, a free breast and cervical cancer screening and
awareness camp was organised in Nadia's Taherpur on
Sunday. The initiative was jointly undertaken by Taherpur
Police Station under Ranaghat Police District, in collabo-
ration with the Chittaranjan Cancer Research Hospital and
social welfare organisation We.. With Everyone.

Held at a local Lodge, the camp was open to women
aged 20 years and above and witnessed an encouraging
response from local residents.

According to organisers, 119 women underwent
health screening during the day-long programme.

Medical specialists and trained healthcare personnel
conducted examinations and counselled participants on
the symptoms, risk factors and preventive measures as-
sociated with breast and cervical cancers, Jay Das, IC
Taherpur police station, said.

Awareness sessions highlighted the importance of reg-
ular screening, self-examination and timely medical con-
sultation in reducing cancer-related mortality.

Jay Das, said the initiative was aimed at increasing
awareness among women and encouraging early diagno-
sis. He noted that many cases of breast and cervical can-
cer can be effectively treated if detected at an early stage,
making regular screening a crucial component of
women's healthcare.

The programme was attended by Ranaghat Uttar
Paschim MLA Parthasarathi Chatterjee, who lauded the
collaborative effort between the police administration,
healthcare institutions and civil society organisations. He
stressed that preventive healthcare and awareness cam-
paigns remain essential in combating lifestyle and non-
communicable diseases.

Representatives of 'We... With Everyone' , including
founding members Shantanu Roy and member Dipali
Singh Roy intimated details about the program to the
media persons. They underlined the need for sustained
community-level awareness initiatives, particularly in
semi-urban and rural areas where access to preventive
healthcare services often remains limited.

Health experts at the camp pointed out that cervical
cancer remains one of the most common cancers affecting
women in India despite being largely preventable through
regular screening and vaccination.

Similarly, breast cancer continues to be the most fre-
quently diagnosed cancer among women, with early de-
tection significantly improving treatment outcomes.

Residents of the area welcomed the initiative, describ-
ing it as a timely intervention that brought specialised
healthcare services closer to the community. Organisers
indicated that similar awareness and screening pro-
grammes may be conducted in the future to expand access
to preventive healthcare and strengthen public awareness
regarding women's health issues.

The camp concluded with a renewed call for regular
health check-ups and community participation in preven-
tive healthcare programmes, reinforcing the message that
awareness and early detection remain the strongest tools

in the fight against cancer.

Nabadwip Ghat Rail Extension Project Gets Fresh
Push; MLA, Rallway Officials Conduct Ground Survey

MI News Service, Nadia :
After years of uncertainty
and administrative delays,
the long-pending
Amghata-Nabadwip Ghat
railway extension project
has received a renewed
boost following a joint field
inspection by railway au-
thorities, local administra-
tion and elected
representatives.

Nabadwip MLA Shruti
Shekhar Goswami, accom-
panied by senior railway
officials including the Addi-
tional Divisional Railway
Manager (ADRM), traffic
department representa-
tives and local administra-
tive officers, visited the
proposed railway corridor
from Amghata Halt to
Nabadwip Ghat to assess
the status of the incom-
plete project. Members of
the Nabadwip Ghat Rail
Station Bachao Committee,
which has been campaign-
ing for the completion of
the project for several
years, were also present
during the inspection.

The delegation walked
along the proposed align-
ment and examined areas
that could be affected by
the extension. Officials in-
teracted with local resi-
dents, landowners and
business operators to un-
derstand ground realities
and gauge public opinion

fegarding the project.
Speaking to reporters

after the survey, MLA
Shruti Shekhar Goswami
said that land-related is-
sues had long been cited as
the primary reason behind
the project's delay. How-
ever, according to him, the
situation on the ground ap-
pears significantly differ-
ent, with a majority of
residents expressing sup-
port for the railway exten-
sion and indicating their
willingness to cooperate in
the larger interest of re-
gional development.

The proposed rail link
is considered strategically
important due to the grow-
ing religious and tourism
significance of Nabadwip
and Mayapur. The region
attracts lakhs of pilgrims
and visitors from across
India and abroad every
year, particularly because
of Mayapur's global promi-
nence as a centre of Vaish-
navism and the

‘ headquéfters of SKCON.

Transport planners be-
lieve that extending rail
connectivity up to Nabad-
wip Ghat could substan-
tially improve passenger
movement, reduce travel
time for pilgrims and en-
hance last-mile connectiv-
ity to Mayapur and
surrounding areas. Im-
proved rail infrastructure
is also expected to support
local businesses, hospital-
ity services and tourism-
related economic activities.

Members of the Nabad-
wip Ghat Rail Station
Bachao Committee de-
scribed the inspection as a
positive development. Joint
secretary Sudip Debnath
said that the committee
had been pursuing the
issue for more than two
years through public cam-
paigns, memorandums and
meetings with government
departments. According to
him, the direct involvement
of senior railway officials

has raised hopes that the
project may finally move
beyond the planning stage.

Local panchayat repre-
sentatives also expressed
optimism. Swarupganj
Gram Panchayat deputy
chief Kanai Das said that
previous attempts to revive
the project had failed due
to various administrative
and logistical hurdles. He
added that public senti-
ment currently favours the
railway extension and that
coordinated efforts by the
Railways and the state ad-
ministration could help ac-
celerate implementation.

While the inspection
has generated optimism
among residents, many re-
main cautiously hopeful.
Several locals pointed out
that similar assurances
had been made in the past
without tangible progress.
They believe that the suc-
cess of the latest initiative
will ultimately depend on
the announcement of a
clear execution roadmap
and the commencement of
construction work on the
ground.

For now, the high-level
field visit has revived ex-
pectations that one of
Nadia district's most antic-
ipated infrastructure proj-
ects may finally be moving
towards implementation
after years of delay.

Police arrest
Nabadwip Munici-
pality Chairman

MI News Service, Nabad-
wip: Police arrested Biman
Krishna Saha, the chair-
man of the Trinamool-run
Nabadwip municipality,
after a large quantity of re-
lief materials meant for
government distribution
was recovered from near a
club beside his residence.

Residents alleged that
the relief materials, which
the government had sent
for distribution among
poor people, were misap-
propriated by Trinamool
leader Saha and kept in his
possession.

Picture by Dibakar

Das Nabadwip municipal-
ity chairman Biman Kr-
ishna Saha being taken to
a court in Krishnanagar

Sankrail Police Achieves Double Success: Two Arrested in lllegal
Liquor Trade and Petroleum Smugglmg Cases, Vehicle Selzed

MI News Service, Kharagpur : Police of
Sankrail Police Station in Jhargram district
have achieved a major success in their on-

MP and MLA attend blood donation camp in Kalyani;

MI News Service, Nadia :
Carrying forward the hu-
manitarian message that
“Blood Donation is a Noble
Donation,” a blood dona-
tion camp was organized
on Sunday by the Sched-
uled Caste Morcha of the
Bongaon Organizational
District, with an invitation
from Kalyani Town Man-
dal-3. It took place at
Kalyani Central Park
Shyama Prasadh Bhawan.

People from different
sections of society enthusi-
astically participated in the
noble initiative and volun-

tarilydonated blood. A
total of 171 donors con-
tributed blood during the

camp.
The chief guest of the
event  was Shantanu

Thakur, Member of Parlia-
ment, Bongaon. He en-
couraged the donors and
emphasized that impor-
tance of blood donation.
He stated that it is a social
responsibility that plays a
vital role in saving count-
less lives. He stated that
regular blood donation not
only helps overcome blood
shortages but also enables

17 people donate blood

individuals to directly serve
humanity.

Anupam Biswas, MLA,
Kalyani, was also present
at the camp. Praising the
organizers for their efforts,
he said that standing be-
side people through wel-
fare-oriented activities is
the true essence of public
service.

According to the organ-
izers, the demand for blood
remains constant through-
out the year. The camp was
organized with the objec-
tive of raising public
awareness and encourag-
ing more people to donate
blood. All donors who par-
ticipated in the camp were
felicitated and awarded
certificates of appreciation.

The organizers further
stated that such initiatives
will continue in the future
to strengthen social re-
sponsibility and promote
humanitarian values
within society.

TMC leader & workers accuse vandalism

Sa‘anik Bbattacbary (State Prent- West enga.l BJP) and
other senior members of BJP can be seen hearing PM Modi's
' Maan Ki Baat' in Kolkata on Sunday.

Women Donors Join 242 -Strong BPI(M) I]rlve

Nurual islam Khan : MI
News Service Kolkata:
The state committee of
the Communist Party of |
India (Marxist) organized
a large-scale voluntary
blood-donation ~ camp
today at Comrade Moz-
zaffar Ahmad Bhavan,
drawing 242 donors, in-
cluding 15 women.

Senior party leaders
who attended to encour-
age donors included ¥ .
Comrades Biman Basu, Mohammad Selim, Robin Dev and
Kollol Majumdar. Addressing the gathering, state secretary
Mohammad Selim said the camp is held annually to help
alleviate a growing shortage of blood across the state. He
described the drive as a people-centric initiative that sends
a message of peace and communal harmony to the state.

Selim used the platform to mount a sharp critique of
the state government, condemning what he called esca-
lating law-and-order breakdowns and the administra-
tion’s use of so-called “bulldozer” tactics. He appealed
for the preservation of the state’s historical and cultural
heritage and warned against policies that, in his view,
erode civil liberties and civic life.

The event underscored the party’s dual focus on wel-
fare work and political opposition, combining a humani-
tarian service with a pointed public challenge to current
governance.

Public Anger Erupts Against lllegal Liquor and Ganja

going crackdown against illegal activities
in the Sankrail block. In two separate op-
erations, police arrested two individuals on
charges of illegal liquor sale and petroleum
product smuggling without valid docu-
ments. A Maruti car used in the smuggling
operation was also seized.According to po-
lice sources, acting on a tip-off, a raid was
conducted in the Bakra Chak area of
Sankrail Block. During the operation, po-
lice caught Swapan Mahato (43), a resident
of Angarnali village, red-handed while al-
legedly selling liquor illegally. He was
taken into custody and produced before
the Jhargram Court. Police have launched
an investigation to identify other individu-
als who may be linked to the illegal liquor
trade.In a separate operation, police were
conducting routine vehicle checks at the
Kultikri Naka Point when they intercepted
a suspicious Maruti car traveling from
Ragra towards Keshiary. During the
search, a large quantity of petroleum
products was recovered from the vehicle.
The products were allegedly being trans-
ported without any valid documents.The
driver, Dulal Sahu (52), a resident of the

Ragra area, was arrested He was also
produced before the Jhargram Court,
where police sought his custody for fur-
ther investigation. The Maruti car used in
the smuggling operation was seized.

Police officials stated that transport-
ing highly flammable petroleum prod-
ucts without proper authorization and
safety measures poses a serious threat
to public safety. Therefore, strict surveil-
lance, special drives, and naka checking
operations will continue to curb illegal
liquor trade and petroleum smuggling in
the region.The continuous action by the
police has created panic among those in-
volved in illegal businesses in the area.
The investigation is ongoing, and police
are searching for other possible suspects
connected to the cases.

MI News Service, Malda: A woman entre-
preneur in Malda alleged that a group of
Trinamool Congress workers stormed into
her furniture showroom and ransacked it
in the Bhawani More area of the town.

The entire incident was captured on
CCTV cameras, she claimed.

Sudha Kundu, who owns the furniture
showroom, filed a complaint at the Eng-
lishbazar police station against Trinamool
leader Indrajit Seth and his associates. Po-
lice have initiated an investigation.

The businesswoman shared CCTV
footage of her shop on social media, which
quickly went viral.

“Indrajit Seth, who is a close associate
of a Trinamool councillor, entered my
showroom along with some others, van-
dalised the premises and threatened to kill
me,” she said. Sources said Kundu's show-
room is located adjacent to the party office
of late Trinamool leader Dulal Sarkar in
the Bhawani More area. As part of regular
business operations, furniture is fre-
quently loaded and unloaded at the show-
room.

An argument broke out between two

of Kundu's employees and Seth over the
unloading of furniture in the area.

“After a while, Seth entered the show-
room, abused me and issued death
threats. The incident took place in the
presence of local Trinamool councillor
Chaitali Sarkar, but she did not intervene,”
Kundu alleged.

The incident left her and her employ-
ees concerned, she added. she kept the
showroom closed. Seth, however, denied
the allegations and claimed he was being
falsely implicated.

“The allegations are false. In fact, one
of her sons previously threatened me over
the phone, and I had been to the show-
room for that issue,” he alleged. Chaitali
Sarkar, the local TMC councillor, said she
noticed commotion while returning home
from the party office. “The business-
woman (Kundu) deliberately provoked the
altercation. Similar disputes had occurred
in the past,” she alleged.

Officials at the Englishbazar police sta-
tion said they have received the complaint.
“We are examining the CCTV footage and
have started a probe,” said a police officer.

Trade, Residents Demand Strict Administrative Action

MI News Service, Kharag-
pur : Local residents of the
Radhanagar-Jakpur area
under Kharagpur Local
Police Station in West Me-
dinipur district staged a
strong protest against the
alleged long-running sale
of illegal country liquor
(cholai) and ganja in the
locality. A large number of
villagers and residents
took to the streets, de-
manding immediate inter-
vention by the
administration to shut
down the illegal trade.The
protesters alleged that il-
legal and locally brewed
liquor, along with ganja, is
being sold openly at sev-
eral locations in the area.
They claimed that these
activities are not only de-
teriorating the social envi-
ronment but are also
affecting public safety and
peace.According to local
residents, many people
from outside the area fre-
quently visit the locality
on motorcycles at high
speeds and are allegedly
involved in drug-related
activities, creating an at-
mosphere of fear and in-
security among residents.
Locals including Sarathi
Nayak, Jyotsna Mallick,
Mousumi Mallick, and
Santona Nayak alleged
that concerns regarding
the issue have been raised

several tlmes in the past,
but no permanent or ef-
fective action has been
taken by the authorities so
far. They warned that the
situation could become
more serious if timely
measures are not imple-
mented.The protesters de-
manded immediate legal
action against those in-
volved in the illegal sale of
liquor and ganja and
called for increased and
regular police surveillance
in the area. They also
stated that a written com-
plaint would be submitted
to the police authorities
regarding the matter.Vil-
lagers warned that if
prompt action is not
taken, they would be com-
pelled to launch a larger
movement. They empha-
sized that the public cam-
paign would be expanded
further to make the area
drug-free and secure.
However, as of the filing of
this report, no official re-
sponse had been received
from the concerned police
or district administration.
The allegations made by
the protesters could not
be independently verified.
Residents have urged the
administration to inter-
vene without delay, curb
the illegal narcotics trade,
and strengthen law and
order in the area.

Karim and uther emment people recelved ductorates

MI News Service, Kolkata :

HCG Cancer Hospital, Kolkata,
commemorated World No
Tobacco Day with an aware-
ness programme and oral
hygiene screening initiative
for students and faculty
members from educational
institutions around the hos-
pital today, underlining the
importance of early detec-

ulcers, swelling and changed
voice. The initiative formed
part of HCG’s centre-wide
Prevent Addiction Avoid
Nicotine (PAAN) campaign ,
launched ahead of World No
Tobacco Day. The campaign
uses paan shop-inspired
kiosks to draw attention to
the risks of tobacco, conduct
oral screenings and rein-

Nurul Islam Khan: Friday, at the Mahabodhi Society Hall
in Kolkata, Jangipur Manab Shiksha Research and Train-
ing Institute, Bengali encyclopedia author and children's
writer Abdul Karim received the PhD and D.L. honors. He
has collected biographies of about 4000 people from dif-
ferent parts of the world. In addition, six other people who
are experts in various fields were given this honor. They
are Pandit Debashish Mukhopadhyay, Sangeet Dewanyji,
Arup Kumar Sarkar, Ramesh Chandra Sabu, Balaram
Nath, Ratikant Malakar. The program was presided over
by poet and writer Debanjan Chakraborty. Honorable
guests included IAS Dr. Subhovrata Roychowdhury, India
Radio's DD1 host Rajiv Bhattacharya, Rabindra Prasad,
Dr. Asim Kumar Maiti, Nripen Ochakraborty Shilbadan
Chattopadhyay, etc.

It is worth noting that this organization, founded by
former Finance Minister and President Pranab Mukherjee,
honors individuals who have contributed to society in spe-
cial ways. The attendance at the event was impressive.

tion, tobacco cessation and
preventive cancer care.

Close to 1 lakh new oral
cancer cases are detected in
India annually, and many of
them in an advanced stage,
given that tobacco is a
“silent killer”.

The screening focused
on identifying warning signs
in the oral cavity and head-
and-neck region that may
need further evaluation. Par-
ticipants were checked for
red or white patches on the
buccal mucosa, or inner wall
of the cheeks, palate, tongue
and lips, counselled about
the dangers of non-bleeding

force prevention messaging
through hard-hitting visual
communication.

The chief guest at
awareness programme, Prof
Dhrubajyoti Chattopadhyay,
Pro Chancellor, Techno India
Group Universities & Central
Academic Leader , ex-
pressed concern over the
growing incidence of disease
associated with tobacco
abuse despite the knowledge
of the harmful fallouts of to-
bacco abuse. “Let us all take
a vow to stay away from to-
bacco and with conviction
spread the message to all in
our circle,” he said.

In a bid to portray how
deep the tobacco abuse
menace is, Prof Jacob Islary,
HOD, Master of Social Work,

St.  Xavier’'s  University,
Kolkata, recounted organis-
ing a similar event 15 years
ago in Assam. “I had a trying
time convincing doctors
there not to chew gutkha
just before they were to con-
duct a screening cum
awareness programme.
Thank god no one is chew-
ing tobacco in this hall,” he
said in a lighter vein.

Dr Shreya Bhattacharya,
Senior Consultant, Head &
Neck Oncosurgery, HCG
Kolkata , said: “Of the OPD
patients I see, 80% are suf-
fering from oral cancer and
of them 50% succumb to the
disease because they come
to us in are advanced
stages.” “Believe me there is
nothing cool about smok-
ing,” she added.

“We focused our screen-
ing initiative on young peo-
ple because they can be
powerful partners in helping

society stay a step ahead of
head-and-neck cancers. Sci-
entific awareness and con-
viction in one young mind
can travel far — to families,
peer groups and the wider
community,” said Dr Rupali
Basu, Regional Business
Head, East & AP, HCG Can-
cer Hospitals

Oral Screening: Checks
& Counselling

Screening checks

Red or white patches
on the inner cheeks,
palate, tongue and lips;

Non-bleeding ulcers

Swelling in the head-
and-neck region

Persistent change in
voice.

Counselling focus

Participants advised that
both chewing tobacco and
tobacco smoke can increase
the risk of head-and-neck
cancers, besides lung cancer
and cardiovascular disease.

About HCG Cancer Hos-
pital, Kolkata

Oral Screening, Awareness Programme Mark ‘No Tohacco Day’ Event at HCG Kolkata

WHEPEVEF{ YOU GO,

HCG Cancer Centre,
Newtown, Kolkata, is a ded-
icated single-specialty can-
cer hospital offering
comprehensive cancer care
across medical, surgical and
radiation oncology. Part of -
HCG — Healthcare Global
Enterprises Ltd., one of
India’s largest cancer care
networks — the Kolkata
centre follows a multidisci-
plinary approach, bringing
diagnosis, treatment, tech-
nology and specialist ex-
pertise under one roof.
Accredited by NABH under
the 5th edition standards,
the hospital is equipped
with advanced facilities in-
cluding robotic surgery,
CAR-T cell therapy, LINAC
and PET-CT, among others.
With a strong focus on pa-
tient-centric care, early de-
tection, screening and
innovation, HCG remains
committed to adding “life to
years” through specialised
cancer care.
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Children are seen wearing skeleton masks during "World No Tohaccu Day" awareness campaign in Kolkata on Sunday.
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3,000 illegal constructlons identified in the city

MI News Serv1ce, Kolkata:
The number is one, not two.
The Kolkata Municipal Corpo-
ration's building department
has identified about 3,000
illegal constructions across
the city. According to munic-
ipal sources, out of these, a
thousand building have been
constructed in such a way
that their illegal parts can be
demolished at any time. Many
illegal constructions have
sprung up in the area adja-
cent to the EM Bypass!
Among the six boroughs of
Kolkata Municipal Corpora-
tion, most of the illegal con-
struction has taken place in
areas like Beleghata, Tangra,
Tiljala, Barabazar, Tapsia,
Kasha, Garden Reach, Me-
tiaburuj, Kashipur, Chitpur.
Some of these areas have
been identified as 'red zones'
by the municipality's build-
ing department. During the

investigation, the municipal
officials have come to know
that the illegal construction
has taken place across the
city with the help of local pro-
moters and syndicates.
According to the munici-
pality sources, if a promoter
or construction company gets
the approval of the municipal-

ity for the construction of a 'G
plus four' building and later
builds a 'D plus five' there,
then not only is there an op-
portunity for additional profit
from that extra 'illegal’ floor,
but the amount of material
for building construction also
increases significantly. The
profit money is shared among

the syndicates. According to
the sources, it is known that
the names of many Trinamool
leaders are also coming up
behind the illegal construc-
tion.

After the change of govern-
ment in the state, the govern-
ment is now in the hands of
the BJP. Although the Kolkata
Municipal Corporation is un-
der the control of the Trina-
mool Congress, the municipal
administrators are monitoring
the city to identify illegal con-
structions following the mes-
sage of the state administra-
tion. Within this one month,
bulldozer action is underway
on illegal constructions that
have sprung up with the sup-
port of Trinamool Congress
leaders in Tiljala, Belegha-
ta, and Kasba. Now let's see
which illegal constructions on
the 'red' list of the municipali-
ty are being bulldozed.

Messi case: FIR registered against
former state sports n mlmster ‘Aroop Biswas

MI News Serv1ce, Kolkata:
A new twist in the Messi case!
An FIR was registered against
former state sports minister
Aroop Biswas at Bidhannagar
South police station on Sat-
urday night for vandalizing
the Yuva Bharati Stadium in
December. The police have
registered an FIR based on
the complaint filed by the
main organizer of the Messi
event, Satadru Dutta, on May
17. Messi Got Tour organiz-
er Satadru Dutta has filed a
complaint against the former
sports minister under various
sections of the Indian Penal
Code, i.e. black marketing of
tickets, extortion, criminal in-
timidation, cheating, etc. The
former state minister may bhe
summoned by the Bidhan-
nagar Commissionerate very
soon, according to sources.
The complainant further

claimed to the Bidhannagar
Commissionerate Police that
the former minister had
black-marketed about 22,000
tickets for the Messi event.
Based on that allegation, the
Bidhannagar South Police
Station police have started
an investigation. Incidental-
ly, the new Sports Minister of
the state, Nishith Pramanik,
had threatened to open a file

i
in the Messi case after taking
charge. In that atmosphere,
the allegations brought by the
main organizer of the event
are considered very indica-
tive by the informed circles.

On the other hand, after
the police filed an FIR against
former state minister Aroop
Biswas, Satadru Dutta posted
a post thanking Chief Minister
Shuvendu Adhikari. Where

he posted a copy of the FIR
and wrote, 'Satyamev Jayate'.
In that post, the businessman
from Konnagar also thanked
the Chief Minister, Sports
Minister Nishith Pramanik
and the DGP of the state po-
lice.

It is worth mentioning that
after the formation of the new
government in Bengal, Satad-
ru opened up about the chaos
surrounding Messi in Yuva
Bharati. He said that Aroop
Biswas had surrounded Lio-
nel Messi by entering the field
without permission. He had
come close to Messi by influ-
encing him. Not only him, but
the organizer of the Messi Got
Tour has also made one com-
plaint after another against
Jui Biswas. Not only that, he
also claimed that there was
deliberate negligence in the
security of Messi's event.

E,

Mithun Chakraborty
to receive Dada
Saheb Phalke Award

MI News Service, Kolkata/
New Delhi: Legendary actor
Mithun Chakraborty to be hon-
oured with Dadasaheb Phalke
Award at the 70th National Film
Awards ceremony next month.
Announcing this in a social
media post, Information and
Broadcasting Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said, from the streets
of Kolkata to Cinematic Heights,
‘Mithun Da’s' remarkable cin-
ematic journey inspires gener-
ations. He said, the Dadasaheb
Phalke Selection Jury decided
for this top award in Indian cin-
ema for Mithun Chakraborty for
his iconic contribution to Indian
Cinema.

Speaking to media, Vaish-
naw congratulated ~ Mithun
Chakraborty saying his life is
combination of struggle and
achievement.

Speaking to media, Mithun
Chakraborty expressed happi-
ness on receiving the news. He
dedicated the award to his fami-
ly and fans across the world.

CENSUS in Bengal
on AUGUST 1

Continued from Pg 1:
completion inmost states.

“But Bengal could not even
start training the officials and
enumerators yet. The training
of the officers and enumera-
tors would take a few weeks, as
the collection of data would be
uploaded onto smartphones or
tabs directly by the enumerators
this year,” said a source.

After the training of the enu-
merators, self-enumeration
will be undertaken for 15 days.
Once that is done, the listing of
houses will be undertaken, and
those who did not participate in
the self-enumeration exercise
willbe enlisted.

Once these two data sets are
available, the verification of the
enumeration process will be un-
dertaken in the second phase.

“So, Bengal would have to
run the extra mile within the
next few months as all other
states have already completed
the training of the officials and
enumerators, and house listing
is almost complete in a majority
of the states,” said an official.

‘He made a mistake’' Trinamool supremo
pressured private hospital CEO to admit Abhishek!

MI News Service, Kolkata:
In the attack on Trinamool MP
and All India General Secretary
Abhishek Banerjee, a famous
private hospital in the city has
also been caught in the net' of
politics. The CEO of the hospital
has had to face threats from the
opposition Trinamool Congress!
On Saturday night, party leader
Mamata Banerjee went to Minto
Park Hospital to get Abhishek
Banerjee admitted. It is alleged
that Trinamool supremo 'pres-
sured' the CEO to get him ad-
mitted and the audio was post-
ed on social media by the BJP.
State BJP chief spokesper-
son Dehjit Sarkar has strongly
condemned the role of the Tri-
namool leader by posting the
audio on his X handle. Mamata
is heard saying to the CEO, "You
made a mistake. Remember
how we helped you. Now you
are being misled by the words
of the BJP." Although the au-
thenticity of the audio has not
been verified by Morning India.

However, Mamata's action is
being criticized after the public
outcry over Abhishek.

On Saturday, public anger
was directed at MP Abhishek
Banerjee in Sonarpur. Eggs,
bricks, stones, and shoes were
pelted on him on his way to the
house of the slain party work-
er. It is alleged that Abhishek
was beaten up by the collar of
his shirt. His shirt, glasses, and
watch were damaged. The Tri-
namool MP came out of that
situation with the help of cen-
tral forces and police, and upon
returning to Kolkata, the party
rushed to admit him to the hos-
pital.

On Saturday evening, he
was first taken to a renowned
private hospital on the bypass.
Mamata Banerjee and other top
party leaders went there. After
initial examination and treat-
ment at that hospital, the doc-
tors said that there was no need
to admit Abhishek. Hearing
this, Mamata Banerjee took him

to another renowned hospital in
Minto Park. But there too, the
doctors said that given the MP's
physical condition, he should be
treated at home, there was no
need to admit him to the hos-
pital.

Trinamool leaders alleged
that the ruling BJP is pressuring
various hospitals to ensure that
Abhishek does not get proper
medical services. In this situ-
ation, the audio of Trinamool
supremo pressuring the CEO of
the renowned hospital in Minto
Park is going viral. It is heard
that Mamata is telling him, after
he refused to admit Abhishek,
"You made a mistake. Remem-
ber how we helped you. God
will not forgive you. You should
be ashamed! Now you are be-
ing misled by the words of BJP.
You are running the hospital.
But when the BJP government
is not there, then we will un-
derstand." As soon as her au-
dio went viral, severe criticism
started from various quarters.

Trinamool councilor’s close aide arrested in East Jadavpur

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Suman Mondal, a close asso-
ciate of Trinamool councilor,
arrested in East Jadavpur. The
youth has been arrested on
charges of attempted murder
and assault. A firearm has been
recovered from the arrested
person. Sources say that Su-
man, who was arrested, is close
to Trinamool councilor Ananya
Banerjee. The East Jadavpur
police station has started an in-
vestigation into the incident.
There are multiple com-
plaints against the arrested
Suman Mandal in the area. Re-

cently, a complaint of attempted
murder and assault was filed
against him. Based on that
complaint, the police of East Ja-
davpur Police Station arrested
him. It is alleged that he com-
mitted one crime after another.
After that, he was arrested.

On the other hand, a Trina-
mool leader has been arrest-
ed in Bhagwanpur, East Mid-
napore on charges of storing
explosives. The police have
arrested Robin Mondal, a mem-
ber of the East Midnapore Zilla
Parishad and block president of
Bhagwanpur. A case has been

registered against him under
several sections of the Indian
Penal Code.

It is worth noting that after
the change of government in
the state, several allegations
have been made against the Tri-
namool leaders and their party
changes, including threats,
beatings, extortion. That anger
is also present in Kolkata and
adjacent areas. Several alle-
gations are coming to the fore.
The police are also taking steps
as per the instructions of Chief
Minister Subhendu Adhikari
and the new government.

Debris remain at the platform of the Dum Dum Railway Station in Kolkata on Sunday after ' illegal hawker eviction drive".

2 MP's face public
outrage for two
consecutive days!

MI News Service,
Kolkata: Two Trinamool MP’s
have been subjected to pub-
lic anger for two consecutive
days. After the unprecedent-
ed beating, egg-throwing and
collar-pulling incident around
Abhishek Banerjee in Sonarpur
on Saturday, almost the same
incident took place in Chandi-
tala, Hooghly on Sunday. It is
alleged that stones were hurled
at Serampore MP Kalyan Baner-
jee, and slogans were also also
raised. In a series of such inci-
dents, Trinamool Congress su-
premo Mamata Banerjee direct-
ly targeted the BJP and posted
on her X handle. She wrote, 'BJP
is the killer of democracy'.

Abhishek Banerjee is the par-
ty's All India General Secretary
as well as its leader in the Lok
Sabha. Serampore MP Kalyan
Banerjee is the Trinamool Con-
gress's chief spokesperson in
the Lok Sabha. Referring to the
positions of the two, Mamata
Banerjee directly accused the
ruling BJP of being behind the
attacks on them for two con-
secutive days. Not only that,
she also called the BJP a 'killer
of democracy' on her X handle.
Before that, however, the Trina-
mool Congress posted a video of
the Chandipur incident on her X
handle on Sunday morning.

Mamata claims that everyone
has seen the video of the attack
on Abhishek. It is clear that
the incident of harassment and
beating of Kalyan Banerjee on
Sunday was planned by the BJP.
And in this way, she alleges that
the BJP is killing democracy.

Will Abhishek go to Bhawam Bhavan on Monday?

MI News Service, Kolkata:
After being subjected to severe
harassment in Sonarpur, South
24 Pargana, Abhishek reached
a private hospital on the hypass
on his way back to Kolkata. Tri-
namool Congress Supremo Ma-
mata Banerjee quickly picked
him up in her car and took him
to another hospital, saying,
'He is not receiving treatment.'
However, the second hospital
also informed him after the ex-
amination, 'He does not have
any serious injuries. There is no
need for admission.' After both
hospitals gave him a 'fit" certif-
icate, Abhishek returned to his
house on Kalighat Road that
night. A hospital infrastruc-
ture has been practically set up
there. It is learnt that Mamata
also stayed at Abhishek's house
till late at night.

According to sources, he was
quite worried about the sudden
assault. He felt nauseous at

night. It is also known that his
blood pressure is going up and
down repeatedly. He was given
oxygen once in the morning af-
ter the night. There is also a sa-
line solution at home. Abhishek
is under the supervision of an
ICU trained nurse. The doctor is
also monitoring him at regular
intervals. According to medi-
cal sources, Abhishek has an
old eye problem. And since his
glasses were broken in yester-
day's incident, it is also being
monitored to see if he is having
any new eye problems.

On Saturday, Mamata Baner-
jee told reporters that Rahul
Gandhi had called her to in-
quire about Abhishek. Mamata
said that he had also advised
Abhishek to be taken to Hyder-
abad for treatment. However,
sources say that there are no
plans to take Abhishek to Hy-
derabad right now. For now,
doctors have advised him to rest

at home for a few days. Howev-
er, it is learnt that further steps
will be taken after monitoring
his physical condition. Sources
say that restrictions have also
been imposed on people visiting
Abhishek's house for now.

Meanwhile, the CID sum-
moned Abhishek to Bhawani
Bhavan on Monday. On Satur-
day afternoon, CID officials first

reached his house on Harish
Mukherjee Road in connection
with the forged signature case
in the Assembly. Unable to find
him there, they stood in front
of his house on Kalighat Road
and handed him a notice. It is
said that he will have to appear
at Bhawani Bhavan on Mon-
day. However, given the current
situation, questions are heing
raised about whether he will
be able to respond to the CID's
call tomorrow. It is learnt that
the doctors have advised him
to rest at home. Since yester-
day's incident is clear to every-
one, the doctors have advised
him not to leave the house for
now, keeping in mind his phys-
ical condition. Now let's see,
will Abhishek ask the CID for
a few more days to recover, or
will the Trinamool's 'second in
command' reach Bhawani Bha-
van tomorrow with X-category
security?

BENGAL eyes job boost through
unused govt warehouses

MI News Service, Kolkata:
The West Bengal government
is considering a major initia-
tive to generate employment
opportunities for unemployed
youth by utilising vacant gov-
ernment-owned warehouses
and market stalls. State Ag-
ricultural Marketing minister
Dilip Ghosh on Saturday held
a meeting with his depart-
ment officials at the Netaji
Subhas Training Institute in
Baidyabati, following which
he said that around 25-30
per cent of government ware-
houses and nearly 450 gov-
ernment stalls across the
state remain unused.

The government now plans
to invite applications from
unemployed young men and

women, as well as women
associated  with  self-help
groups, to operate husinesses
from these facilities.

Ghosh said that the depart-
ment currently has around
1,600 government stalls, of
which approximately 450
have never been used. “In ar-
eas where it has been difficult
to find tenants, unemployed
youth and women from self-
help groups would be encour-
aged to use the vacant stalls
and warehouses for business
activities. The government
is also considering allow-
ing them to use the facilities
without charging rent,” said
Ghosh.

The minister added that
discussions were also held

on addressing staff imbalanc-
es within the department, as
some districts have a surplus
of employees while others
face shortages. Officials de-
liberated on ways to improve
coordination and ensure effi-
cient functioning across dis-
tricts.

The minister also dis-
cussed measures to expand
departmental activities and
increase revenue generation.
The government is also plan-
ning steps to strengthen the
operation of “Sufal Bangla”
outlets. Through Sufal Bang-
la, the state government pur-
chases directly from farmers
and sells them through out-
lets, providing access to fresh
produce at lower prices.

Youth dies in road accident in city

MI News Service,
Kolkata: The son had re-
turned to the city from Dubai
for his father's treatment. But
he could no longer be by his fa-
ther's side. On Saturday after-
noon, the young man named
Shah Alam (31) was hit by a
reckless minibus on CGR Road
in the West Port Police Station
area of Kolkata. The young
man, a resident of Metiaburuj,
had come to Kolkata just three
days ago for the treatment of
his father Muktar Alam.
According to police sourc-
es, the young man had booked
an app-bike to go to a lab on

Saturday afternoon to get
some test reports related to
his father's physical condi-
tion. When biker Surjit Bhar
(31), a resident of Chandan-
nagar, arrived with the hike,
the two were moving along
Circular Garden Reach Road.
Both were wearing helmets.
Eyewitnesses said that around
1 pm, a minibus on the Me-
tiaburuj-Howrah route came
at a very reckless speed near
the Sinarhati petrol pump and
lost control and hit the app-
bike hard. Due to the intensi-
ty of the impact, both of them
were thrown off the bike and

onto the road. Despite wearing
helmets, both of them suffered
serious injuries to their heads
and bodies.

After the accident, the po-
lice of West Port Police Station
rescued the two people in a
bloody state and took them to
SSKM Hospital. However, the
doctors there declared both of
them dead. The doctors said
that the death was due to se-
vere head injuries. None of the
family members can accept
the sudden death of their son.

The police have also
seized the bus and arrested
the driver.

Police raided Trinamool MLA
Madan Mitra's Kamarhati house

MI News Service,
Kolkata: Since the change of
government in the state police
are in action mode. On Sunday
afternoon a large police force
led by Deputy Commissioner
(South) of Barrackpore Police
Commissionerate  Duteeman
Bhattacharya

raided the Kamarhati MLA
Madan Mitra's house. It is
learned that when the police
raided the house Madan Mitra
was not there. Sources close
to the MLA said that Madan
Mitra is present at his house
in South Kolkata at that time.
But why did the police raid it?
Initially, the name of the house
in Kamarhati is 'Uday Villa'.
Madan Mitra's party office is
also there.

It is known that Madan Mi-
tra sometimes stays at Uday
Villa. However, it is not yet
clear whether he is the owner

of the house. It is reported that
several documents have been

seized from Uday Villa.
Allegedly, the land on which
the house is built belongs to a
central agency. Has that land
d? That ques-

tion has arisen. It is learnt
that women are taught vari-
ous self-reliance skills at that
place. Allegedly, the place was
occupied since the Trinamool

Congress government was
formed in 2011. There have
also been allegations that ille-

gal activities were being car-
ried out at that place.

What is the reason for this
raid on the Trinamool MLA's
house? After the change of
government in the state, Tri-
namool leaders are being ar-
rested in various places on
charges of multiple corrup-
tion and post-poll violence.
Meanwhile, the police have
also started an investigation
into the signature case of Tri-
namool MLAs. CID officers
have appeared at the hous-
es of Trinamool MLAs Kunal
Ghosh and Naina Banerjee for
that investigation. on Monday,
Trinamool All India General
Secretary Abhishek Banerjee
has been called to Bhavani
Bhavan for questioning in this
incident. In that atmosphere,
speculation has started as the
police went to the house of the
Trinamool MLA in Kamarhati.
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Bihar govt gives employees
tourism mission every 3 months

MI News Service, Patna: The
Bihar government has di-
rected all state government
employees to undertake
mandatory visits to tourist
destinations across the state
every three months with their
families and submit reports
on how to promote them, of-
ficials said. In a letter, dated
May 20, issued to departmen-
tal heads, divisional commis-
sioners, DMs and SPs,
Additional Chief Secretary
(General Administration) B
Rajender said government
employees must travel with
their families for two days
and two nights to tourist, eco-
tourism or rural tourism des-
tinations in districts other
than their home districts.

"Water Bonservatlon" Drlve at CLW

MI News Service, Kolkata,
May 31, 2026 : The World
Environment Day cam-
paign (spanning from May
15 to June 5, 2026) at Chit-
taranjan Locomotive Works
(CIW) is currently under-
way, having commenced on
May 15, 2026, with a
pledge-taking ceremony.
Various programs are
being organized through-
out this period. Under this
campaign related to envi-
ronmental protection and
awareness, a 'drive pro-
gram' was organized in
front of the Water Depart-
ment office today on
31.05.2026. Everyone pres-
ent pledged to make an ac-
tive contribution towards

healthy

malntalmng a
water cycle through water
conservation efforts.

This water conserva-
tion drive commenced at
the Water Department of-
fice and concluded near the

petrol pump. A large num-
ber of officers and employ-
ees participated
enthusiastically, carrying
various posters, and helped
raise awareness regarding
water conservation.

Kolkata gets advanced Rifle Shooting Arena
MI News Service, Kolkata: Kolkata gets a new ‘Advanced
Rifle Shooting Arena’ for the budding rifle shooters at Hin-
dusthan Club. The club inaugurated the “Bulls Eye Rifle
Shooting Arena”, a modern 10-Metre Air Rifle & Pistol
Shooting Arena, in the esteemed presence of representa-
tives from the West Bengal Rifle Association (WBRA). The
grand inauguration ceremony was attended by Solomon
Nesakumar, IPS Additional Commissioner of Police
Kolkata, Deb Kumar Samanta, Secretary General of West
Bengal Rifle Association, Hindusthan Club President Sanjay
Goenka, C.S. Sarda, Sanjay Goenka, President of Hin-
dusthan Club, along with distinguished club officials in-
cluding Kamal Ghelani, Honorary Secretary, Swati Bihani,
Joint Secretary, Mr. Jigar Malani, Sports Chairperson, and
Mr. Vaibhav Nahata, Sports Chairperson. Designed to meet
professional training standards, the facility aims to provide
aspiring shooters with access to structured coaching, mod-
ern infrastructure, and opportunities to develop competi-
tive skills in one of India’s fastest-growing precision sports.

Continuation 0f The Service 0f Bhagalpur - Katihar -
Bhagalpur Unreserved Special Train Till 04.06.2026

MI News Service, Kolkata,
May 31, 2026 : In a major
relief for commuters trav-
eling between south and
north-east Bihar, the Rail-
way has decided to con-
tinue the service of
03407/03408 Bhagalpur -
Katihar - Bhagalpur Unre-
served Special train with
existing path, timings and
stoppages upto 04.06.
2026 . This vital rail link
was initially introduced
following severe disrup-
tions to road connectivity

caused by damage to the
Vikramshila Setu over the
river Ganga, which com-
pletely halted direct vehic-
ular movement between
Bhagalpur and the See-
manchal region. Recogniz-
ing the immense hardship
faced by daily commuters,
office-goers, traders, and
local farmers, the railways
had previously stepped in
to operate the special un-
reserved service between
Bhagalpur & Katihar upto
01.06.2026.

Eastern Railway Seeks Public Cooperation as Private
Land Tree Issues Delay Pre-Monsoon Safety Drive

MI News Service, Kolkata,
May 31, 2026 : Following a
severe spell of heavy rain
and stormy weather that
crippled train movements
across the Sealdah Division
on 29.05.2026 , Eastern
Railway has issued an ur-
gent awareness appeal to
citizens residing along rail-
way tracks. The railway is
calling on local residents to
proactively cut vulnerable
tree branches on their
premises or cooperate fully
with railway teams to pre-
vent life-threatening over-
head wire entanglements
and massive passenger de-
lays.

To ensure foolproof
protection, Eastern Rail-
way has outlined a specific
safety guideline for resi-
dents: trees must be
trimmed in such a manner
that even if the entire tree
were to fall toward the
tracks, the final distance
between any branch and
the nearest track remains a
minimum of 3 meters.
Maintaining this buffer
zone is absolutely vital to
preventing catastrophic ac-
cidents and ensuring unin-
terrupted travel.

During today's sudden
storm, uprooted trees,
heavy branches, and pri-

vate banner festoons fell
onto tracks and Overhead
Equipment (OHE) power
lines at twelve critical loca-
tions—including Dum Dum,
Kalyani, Barasat, and
Sonarpur. While Eastern
Railway’s emergency rapid
action teams worked under
treacherous conditions to
clear the tracks and restore
power safely, the incident
highlights a critical vulner-
ability: many of the haz-
ardous trees belong to
private properties adjacent
to railway land.

To prevent such envi-
ronmental disruptions,
Eastern Railway is cur-
rently executing a massive,
zone-wide pre-monsoon
tree-clearing drive target-
ing 26,509 vulnerable
trees. While 21,384 trees
have already been success-

fully cleared network-wide,
crucial progress is being
bottlenecked by private
land complications.

In the highly impacted
Sealdah Division alone, out
of the 735 remaining haz-
ardous trees left to clear
before the June 7 deadline,
351 trees are located on
private land. The railway is
actively serving legal no-
tices to these property own-
ers, but emphasizes that
community awareness and
voluntary action are vital to
ensuring public safety be-
fore the monsoon heavily
sets in. Property disputes
and access restrictions in
the Asansol, Howrah, and
Malda divisions are simi-
larly slowing down final
safety clearances.

Eastern Railway deeply
regrets the temporary in-

convenience caused to
commuters today and
stresses that passenger
safety is a non-negotiable
priority. For the greater
public good, it is imperative
that citizens cooperate with
the railway administration.
Moving forward, the rail-
way urges the public to rec-
ognize that a single
untrimmed branch on pri-
vate property can snap
high-voltage overhead
lines, halting thousands of
commuters and risking se-
vere accidents.

Commenting on the
vital need for civic partner-
ship, Shri Shibram Majhi,
Chief Public Relations Offi-
cer of Eastern Railway,
stated , "Our field teams
demonstrated incredible
agility in restoring services
after today's storm, but na-
ture's onslaught requires a
collective  defense. We
earnestly appeal to citizens
living near railway tracks
to inspect their properties,
ensure the mandatory 3-
meter safety margin is
maintained, and cooperate
with our engineering teams
when approached. For the
ultimate public good, safe-
guarding our overhead
lines must be a shared re-
sponsibility."

Name Change

I, Manash Kumar Mukhopadhyay
(Old Name) S/o Chandrasekhar
Mukhopadhyay Residing at 3/4,
Raghunathpur, Po - Deshbandhunagar,
Ps - Baguiati, District - North 24 Par-
ganas, Pin - 700059, West Bengal,
India, do hereby declare that | have
Changed my name from Manash
Kumar Mukhopadhyay (Old Name) to
Manas Mukhopadhyay (New Name)
and henceforth | shall be known as
Manas Mukhopadhyay (New Name) in
all purpose, vide affidavit Sworn before
the Notary public at Kolkata on Dated
29-05-2026. Manas Mukhopadhyay
(New Name) and Manash Kumar
Mukhopadhyay (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Raju Muijibar (Old Name) S/o Molla
Nuruddin Residing at Mollapara Ma-
hehtala, Po - Chatakalikapur, Diamond
Harbour, West Bengal - 700140, India,
do hereby declare that | have Changed
my name from Raju Mujibar (Old
Name) to Raju Molla (New Name) and
henceforth I shall be known as Raju
Molla (New Name) in all purpose, vide
affidavit Sworn before the Notary pub-
lic at Kolkata on Dated 29-05-2026.
Raju Molla (New Name) and Raju Mu-
jibar (Old Name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change

I, Mujibar (Old Name) S/o Samsuddin
Residing at Mollapara Mahehtala,
Po- Chatakalikapur, Diamond Har-
bour, West Bengal- 700140, India, do
hereby declare that | have Changed
my name from Mujibar (Old Name)
to Molla Nuruddin (New Name) and
henceforth I shall be known as Molla
Nuruddin (New Name) in all purpose,
vide affidavit Sworn before the No-
tary public at Kolkata on Dated 29-
05-2026. Molla Nuruddin (New
Name) and Mujibar (Old Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Rubina (Old Name) W/o Molla Nu-
ruddin Residing at Mollapara Mahe-
htala, Po - Chatakalikapur, Diamond
Harbour, West Bengal- 700140, India,
do hereby declare that | have
Changed my name from Rubina (Old
Name) to Momtaj Bibi (New Name)
and henceforth I shall be known as
Momtaj Bibi (New Name) in all pur-
pose, vide affidavit Sworn before the
Notary public at Kolkata on Dated
29-05-2026. Momtaj Bibi (New
Name) and Rubina (Old Name) both
are same and one identical person..

Name Change

I, (Old Name) RAJAT KUMAR BASU
S/o- KALIPADA BOSE Residing at, -
Vill- Panchanantala Karbala Road,
Post- Cossimbazar, Ps- Berhampore,
Dist- Murshidabad, Pin- 742102, West
Bengal. Do hereby declare that | have
Changed my name from RAJAT
KUMAR BASU To RAJAT KUMAR BOSE
(New name) and henceforth I Shall be
Known as (New name) RAJAT KUMAR
BOSE in all purpose Vide an affidavit
No- 2279 On Date 25 May 2026 Sworn
before the Notary Public at Berham-
pore Murshidabad, RAJAT KUMAR
BOSE and RAJAT KUMAR BASU both
are Same and one identical person.

Name Change

I, (Old Name) ASHIMA BASU W/o-
RAJAT KUMAR BOSE Residing at, - Vill-
Panchanantala Karbala Road, Post-
Cossimbazar, Ps- Berhampore, Dist-
Murshidabad, Pin- 742102, West Ben-
gal. Do hereby declare that | have
Changed my name from ASHIMA BASU
To ASHIMA BOSE (New name) and
henceforth | Shall be Known as (New
name) ASHIMA BOSE in all purpose
Vide an affidavit No- 2278 On Date 25
May 2026 Sworn before the Notary
Public at Berhampore Murshidabad,
ASHIMA BOSE and ASHIMA BASU both
are Same and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Md Asjad Ali (old name) S/o Ajgar Ali
Molla, residing at MOLLA PARA, CHOU
MATHA, RAIGACHHI, NORTH 24 PGS-
700135, West Bengal, India, have
changed my name and shall henceforth
be known as Asjad Ali (new name), as
declared before the notary public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated|
28/04/2026. Asjad Ali (new name) and
Md Asjad Ali (old name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Mohammed Shamim (Old name) s/o
Shaikh Hashim residing at 13/H/27
Mayur Bhanj Road Pin 700023 in state
West Bengal INDIA, do hereby declare
that | have changed my name from
Mohammed Shamim (old name) to Md
Shamim (new name) and henceforth |
shall be known as Md Shamim (new
name) in all purpose, as declared be-
fore the Notary public at Kolkata dated
29/05/2026. Md Shamim (new name)
Mohammed Shamim (old name) both
are same and identical person.

Name Change

I, Paresh Nath Mallik (old name), S/o
Narayan Mallik, residing at Para-
mananda Mission Road, Banagram,
Purba Bardhaman, Pin- 713407, West
Bengal, do hereby declare that | have
changed my name from Paresh Nath
Mallik (Old Name) to Paresh Nath
Mallick (New Name) and henceforth |
shall be known as Paresh Nath
Mallick (new name) in all purpose,
vide affidavit sworn before the Notary
Public at Kolkata, vide an Affidavit
dated 29/05/2026. Paresh Nath
Mallick (New Name) and Paresh Nath
Mallik (Old Name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change

I, Baby Naz (old name), W/o Naushad
Ali, residing at 11H/1, Ekbalpore Lane,
Kolkata- 700023, West Bengal, do
hereby declare that | have changed
my name from Baby Naz (Old Name)
to Naaz Ali (New Name) and hence-
forth | shall be known as Naaz Ali
(new name) in all purpose, vide affi-
davit sworn before the Notary Public
at Kolkata, vide an Affidavit dated
29/05/2026. Naaz Ali (New Name)
and Baby Naz (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Md Yousuf Siddique (old name), S/o
Md. Julfikar Ali Siddique, residing at
VTC: Furfura, PO.- Furfura, Sub Dist.-
Jangipara, Dist.- Hooghly, Pin- 712706,
West Bengal, do hereby declare that |
have changed my name from Md
Yousuf Siddique (Old Name) to Moham-
mad Yousuf Siddique (New Name) and
henceforth | shall be known as Moham-
mad Yousuf Siddique (new name) in all
purpose, vide affidavit sworn before the
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an Affi-
davit dated 29/05/2026. Mohammad
Yousuf Siddique (New Name) and Md
Yousuf Siddique (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Prabir Manna (Old Name) S/o
Sasanka Sekhar Manna Residing at
P37/A, Diamond Park, Diamond
Tower, Flat No - 2C(S), Po - Joka, Ps
- Haridevpur District - Kolkata, Pin -
700104, West Bengal, India, do
hereby declare that | have Changed
my name from Prabir Manna (Old
Name) to Prabir Kumar Manna (New
Name) and henceforth | shall be
known as Prabir Kumar Manna (New
Name) in all purpose, vide affidavit
Sworn before the Notary public at
Kolkata on Dated 29-05-2026. Prabir
Kumar Manna (New Name) and Pra-
bir Manna (Old Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Bijoy Ghosh (old name), S/o Bikash
Chandra Ghosh, residing at Abad Son-
akenia, North 24 Parganas, Pin-
743271, West Bengal, do hereby de-
clare that | have changed my name
from Bijoy Ghosh (Old Name) to Bijay
Ghosh (New Name) and henceforth |
shall be known as Bijay Ghosh (new
name) in all purpose, vide affidavit
sworn before the Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an Affidavit dated
29/05/2026. Bijay Ghosh (New Name)
and Bijoy Ghosh (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Alamgir Sekh S/o Late Golam Kader
Sekh, residing at Vill: Mirpur, Po: Chak
Enayetnagar, Ps: Bishnupur, Dist.-
South 24 Parganas, Pin- 743503,
West Bengal, do hereby declare that |
have changed my father name from
Golamakader Mistri (father Old Name)
to Golam Kader Sekh (father New
Name) and henceforth he shall be
known as Golam Kader Sekh (father
new name) in all purpose, vide affi-
davit sworn before the Notary Public
at Kolkata, vide an Affidavit dated
29/05/2026. Golam Kader Sekh and
Golamakader Mistri both are same
and one identical person (my father).

Name Change

I, Amit Ray (Old Name), Son Of Nitai
Roy, Resident Of 183/3, Uttarayan ,
North Barrackpore, Dist- North 24
Parganas, Pin - 743122, Do Hereby
Declare That | Have Change My
Name From Amit Ray (Old Name ) To
Amit Roy (New Name) And Hence-
forth I Shall Be Known As Amit Roy
(New Name) In All Purpose Vide Af-
fidavit Sworn Before The Notary Pub-
lic At Kolkata On 29/05/2026. Amit
Roy (New Name) And Amit Ray (Old
Name) Both Are Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change

I, Sunil Kumar Adak (old name), S/o
Shital Adak, residing at Vill: Barnan,
Po: Barnam, Ps: Kolaghat, East Me-
dinipur, Pin- 721137, West Bengal,
do hereby declare that | have
changed my name from Sunil Kumar
Adak (Old Name) to Sunil Adak (New|
Name) and henceforth | shall be
known as Sunil Adak (new name) in
all purpose, vide affidavit sworn be-
fore the Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an Affidavit dated 29/05/2026.
Sunil Adak (New Name) and Sunil
Kumar Adak (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Indrani Bhattacharya (Old Name)
D/o Mintu Das Residing at 208/1/1A,
Parui Kancha Road, Nandankanan,
Po - Sarsuna, Ps - Parnasree, District|
- Kolkata, Pin - 700061, West Bengal,
India, do hereby declare that | have
Changed my name from Indrani
Bhattacharya (Old Name) to Indrani
Das (New Name) and henceforth |
shall be known as Indrani Das (New
Name) in all purpose, vide affidavit
Sworn before the Notary public at
Kolkata on Dated 29-05-2026. In-
drani Das (New Name) and Indrani
Bhattacharya (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Brijesh Gupta (OLD NAME), SON OF
Sitaram Gupta, RESIDENT OF Sulan-
guri, ghuni, rajarhat gopalpur(M),
north 24 parganas- 700157, west
bengal, DO HEREBY DECLARE THAT |
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME FROM Bri-
jesh Gupta (OLD NAME) TO Brijesh
Kumar Gupta (NEW NAME) AND
HENCEFORTH | SHALL BE KNOWN AS
Brijesh Kumar Gupta (NEW NAME) IN
ALL PURPOSE, VIDE AFFIDAVIT NO 28
SWORN BEFORE THE NOTARY PUB-
LIC AT KOLKATA ON 26/05/2026. Bri-
jesh Kumar Gupta (NEW NAME) AND
Brijesh Gupta (OLD NAME) BOTH ARE
SAME AND ONE IDENTICAL PERSON.

Name Change

I, Halima Mondal (Old Name) W/o Sa-
hajan Mondal Residing at Kamdebpur,
Po - Goribpur, Ps - Gopalnagar;, Dis-
trict - North 24 Parganas, Pin -
743710, West Bengal, India, do hereby
declare that | have Changed my name
from Halima Mondal (Old Name) to
Halima Khatun Mondal (New Name)
and henceforth | shall be known as
Halima Khatun Mondal (New Name) in
all purpose, vide affidavit Sworn be-
fore the Notary public at Kolkata on
Dated 29-05-2026. Halima Khatun
Mondal (New Name) and Halima
Mondal (Old Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Izhar Ahemd & Izhar Ahmad (old
name), S/o Abdul Gaffar, residing at
4, Mcleod Street, Circus Avenue
S.OKolkata- 700017, West Bengal, do
hereby declare that | have changed
my name from Izhar Ahemd & Izhar
Ahmad (Old Name) to Izhar Ahmed
(New Name) and henceforth | shall be
known as Izhar Ahmed (new name) in
all purpose, vide affidavit sworn be-
fore the Notary Publick at Kolkata, on
22/05/2026.1zhar Ahmed  (New
Name) and Izhar Ahemd & Izhar
Ahmad (0ld Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change

I, (Old Name) ABDUL GANI S/o- MA-
SIOTULLA Residing at, - Vill- Dihipara,
Post- Ashariadaha, Ps- Lalgola, Dist-
Murshidabad, Pin- 742148, West Ben-
gal. Do hereby declare that | have
Changed my name from ABDUL GANI
To ABDUL GONI (New name) and
henceforth | Shall be Known as (New
name) ABDUL GONI in all purpose
Vide an affidavit No- 2277 On Date 25
May 2026 Sworn before the Notary
Public at Berhampore Murshidabad,
ABDUL GONI and ABDUL GANI both

are Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ajoy Rudra S/o Late Ajit Rudra Resid-
ing at 32/B, Ghola Road, Po - Nandan
Nagar, Ps - Belgharia, District - North
24 Parganas, Pin - 700083, West Ben-
gal, India, do hereby declare that | have
Changed my minor daughter name
from Aradha Rudra (Old Name) to
Aradhya Rudra (New Name) and
henceforth She shall be known as
Aradhya Rudra (New Name) in all pur-
pose, vide affidavit Sworn before the
Notary public at Kolkata on Dated 29-
05-2026. Aradha Rudra (Old Name)
and Aradhya Rudra (New Name) both

Name Change
I, Yogesh Agarwala (old name), S/o Raj
Kumar Agarwala, residing at CB - 130,
Bidhannagar, Near Tank No 2, Salt Lake
City, Sector - 1, Bidhannagar (M), North
24 Parganas, West Bengal - 700064, do
hereby declare that I have changed my
name from Yogesh Agarwala (Old Name)
to Yogesh Agarwal (New Name) and
henceforth | shall be known as Yogesh
Agarwal (new name) in all purpose, vide
affidavit sworn before the Notary Public
at Kolkata, vide an Affidavit dated
29/05/2026. Yogesh Agarwal (New
Name) and Yogesh Agarwala (Old Name)
both are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sangeeta Sharma @ Sangeeta Ku-
mari Sharma (old names), W/o Vikash
Sharma, residing at 88 & 94, O.T. Road,
Ruisanda, Near Chowrangee, PO.-
Inda, PS.- Kharagpur Town, Dist.-
Paschim Medinipur, Pin- 721305, do
hereby declare that | have changed my
name from Sangeeta Sharma @
Sangeeta Kumari Sharma (Old Names)
to Geet Sharma (New Name) and
henceforth | shall be known as Geet
Sharma (new name) in all purpose,
vide affidavit sworn before the Notary
Public at Kharagpur, vide an Affidavit
dated 28/04/2026. Geet Sharma (New
Name) and Sangeeta Sharma @
Sangeeta Kumari Sharma (Old Names)
all are same and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Md Inamul Hak (old name), S/o
Ainul Haque, residing at Vill.- Ma-
hadev Simariya, PS.- Sikandra, Jamui,
Bihar- 811307, do hereby declare that
I have changed my name from Md In-
amul Hak (Old Name) to Mohammad
Inamul Haque (New Name) and
henceforth | shall be known as Mo-
hammad Inamul Haque (new name)
in all purpose, vide affidavit sworn be-
fore the Notary Public at Kolkata, vide
an Affidavit dated 29/05/2026. Mo-
hammad Inamul Haque (New Name)
and Md Inamul Hak (Old Name) both
are same and one identical person.

New Railway Division Set to Unlock South Odisha's Untapped Economic Potential

o Rayagada poised to become the
nerve centre of rail connectivity in the
region; operationalisation from
01.06.2026.

® New cargo terminals and

¥20,020-crore project pipeline signal
a transformative leap from tribal hin-
terland to industrial corridor.
MI News Service, Kolkata, May 31,
2026 : The Rayagada Railway Division
of East Coast Railway is set to com-
mence functioning from 1st June
2026, ushering in a new era of railway
led infrastructure growth and regional
development in South Odisha and ad-
joining areas.

The new division is expected to
strengthen railway operations, im-
prove project monitoring, enhance in-
frastructure planning and accelerate
execution of development initiatives
across the region. With a dedicated Di-
visional Railway Manager (DRM) sta-
tioned at Rayagada, coordination with
State Government agencies, district
administrations, industries and local
communities is expected to become
faster and more effective.

Administrative Strengthening and
a New Engine of Local Economy

Basic infrastructure required for
commencement of operations has al-
ready been put in place, while devel-
opment of the divisional headquarters,
office buildings and staff facilities is
progressing in phases. The division
will be headed by a DRM and sup-
ported by around 40 officers and
nearly 600 railway employees, mak-
ing Rayagada a key railway adminis-
trative and operational centre in
South Odisha.

The  establishment of the
divisional headquarters is expected
to provide a significant boost to the
local economy through increased
demand for housing, transportation,
education, healthcare and commer-
cial services, creating new opportuni-

ties for local businesses and
entrepreneurs. Tapping Untapped
Freight Potential

Strategically located in one of
India's most mineral rich regions, the
Rayagada Division is poised to emerge
as a major freight growth centre

within Indian Railways. Iron ore from
the Kirandul-Bacheli mining belt will
continue to dominate freight traffic,
while movement of alumina, bauxite,
steel products, slag, fly ash and other
industrial commodities is expected to
increase steadily.

The division is projected to handle
more than 40 million tonnes of freight
annually, underlining its growing im-
portance as a logistics and freight
hub. Improved connectivity is also ex-
pected to support increased move-
ment of foodgrains and essential
commodities to tribal and remote re-
gions.

Expanding Freight Infrastructure
Through GatiShakti Cargo Terminals

A major growth driver for the di-
vision will be the development of
GatiShakti Cargo Terminals (GCTs) at
Singaram, Tikiri, Bhansi, Mallividu
and Bheja. These facilities will
strengthen rail-based logistics for
mining, aluminium, steel and other
core industries.

The proposed Bhansi and
Mallividu terminals are expected to
handle around 7 MTPA and 5 MTPA
respectively. Additional freight facili-
ties, including industrial sidings and
bulk cargo infrastructure, will further
enhance logistics efficiency and indus-
trial connectivity. The division is also
expected to unlock freight potential
from agricultural produce and forest
products across the region.

20,020 Crore Railway Infrastruc-
ture Pipeline

The newly created division is ex-
pected to accelerate execution and
monitoring of railway infrastructure
projects covering nearly

1,360 kilometres with an esti-
mated investment of about 320,020
crore.

Major projects include:

e Jeypore-Malkangiri New Line
(130 km)

e Jeypore-Nabarangpur New Line
(38 km)

e Junagarh-Nabarangpur New
Line (116.21 km)

e Malkangiri-Pandurangapuram
via  Bhadrachalam New Line
(173.61 km)

e Gunupur-Therubali New Line
(73.62 km)

o Kottavalasa-Koraput Doubling
Project (189.278 km)

Capacity enhancement works on
the KK Line and other operational im-
provement projects are also expected
to gain momentum under the new di-
visional setup.

Better Monitoring, Faster Project
Execution

The establishment of the divisional
headquarters at Rayagada will bring
railway administration closer to proj-
ect sites and operational centres, facil-
itating quicker decisions and better
monitoring. The DRM's office will play
a key role in coordinating major indus-
trial connectivity projects, including
those linked to NMDC, NALCO, UAIL
and other industries.

Closer coordination with State
Government departments is expected
to expedite land acquisition, clear-
ances and other project-related issues,
reducing delays and improving execu-
tion efficiency.

From Tribal Hinterland to Eco-
nomic Opportunity Zone

The districts served by the Raya-
gada Division, including Rayagada,
Koraput, Malkangiri, Nabarangpur,
Gajapati and Kandhamal, are ex-
pected to benefit significantly from im-
proved railway connectivity, freight
infrastructure and accelerated project
implementation. These developments
are likely to generate employment op-
portunities, attract logistics and ware-
housing investments and stimulate
industrial and commercial growth.

With  enhanced connectivity,
stronger freight infrastructure and
faster project execution, the Rayagada
Railway Division is poised to play a
pivotal role in transforming South
Odisha into a vibrant economic and lo-
gistics corridor.

Operationalisation of the division
reflects Indian Railways' commitment
to decentralised administration,
regional empowerment and inclusive
infrastructure led development,
ensuring that the benefits of growth
reach even the remotest parts of
the region.

DRI recovers over 100 kg
ganja in Bihar, two arrested

Kolkata leads in Indian Health Insurance report

Name Change

I, Chahat Yasuphan (old name), W/o
Sk Imteaz, residing at 15/1E, Sir Syed
Ahmed Road, PO.- Entally, Kolkata-
700014, do hereby declare that | have
changed my name from Chahat Ya-
suphan (Old Name) to Chahat Yasefun
(New Name) and henceforth | shall be
known as Chahat Yasefun (new name)
in all purpose, vide affidavit sworn be-
fore the Notary Public at Kolkata, vide
an Affidavit dated 29/05/2026. Cha-
hat Yasefun (New Name) and Chahat
Yasuphan (Old Name) both are same
and one identical person.

are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Anup Deb (old name), S/o Rama Kanta
Deb, residing at NIVEDITA PLACE, TAKI
ROAD, BLOCK-A BARASAT, NORTH 24
PGS-700124, do hereby declare that |
have changed my name from Anup Deb
(Old Name) to Anup Kumar Deb (New
Name) and henceforth I shall be known
as Anup Kumar Deb (new name) in all
purpose, vide affidavit sworn before the
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an Affidavit
dated 29/05/2026. Anup Kumar Deb
(New Name) and Anup Deb (Old Name)

both are same and one identical person.

Name Change
|, Akhtar Ali Ansari (old name), S/o Main-
uddin, residing at Z-3/238/103,Bagdi-
para Road,Nadial,Badartala,Kolkata -
700044, West Bengal, do hereby declare
that | have changed my name from
Akhtar Ali Ansari (Old Name) to Akhtar
Ali (New Name) and henceforth | shall be
known as Akhtar Ali (new name) in all
purpose, vide affidavit sworn before the
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an Affidavit
dated 29/05/2026. Akhtar Ali (New
Name) and Akhtar Ali Ansari (Old Name)

both are same and one identical person.

MI News Service, Patna: In
continuation of its sustained
efforts to curb drug traffick-
ing and dismantle narcotics
supply networks across
India, the Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence (DRI)
has seized 104.9 kg of ganja
(cannabis) in Bihar and ar-
rested two accused, an offi-
cial said. The two accused
were arrested on Saturday,
the official said. During
questioning, the accused
told DRI officials that they
were involved in the illicit
transportation of the contra-
band. They were arrested
under the relevant provi-
sions of the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic  Sub-
stances (NDPS) Act, 1985.

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Health Insurance report
that came out recently re-
vealed that youngsters in
Kolkata are amongst the
most financially and med-
ically prepared in the
country. The report is
based on a comprehensive
survey of 2,400+ respon-
dents across 35+ urban
and rural centres spanning
Tier 1, Tier 2, Tier 3 towns,
and villages. This has been
done by Niva Bupa Health
Insurance. It introduces
Health Protection Score
(HPS)—a first-of-its-kind
composite metric designed
to measure how prepared
Indians are to manage
medical emergencies.

The score evaluates in-
dividual’s basis four key di-
mensions: 1)  Lifestyle
discipline, 2)Family health
history, 3) Self-assessment
of health statusand preven-
tive care 4) Financial ade-
quacy.Based on this
composite score (0-10), in-
dividuals are categorized
into three segments: Very
Vulnerable (0 - 2.99) Some-
what Vulnerable (3-5.99)
Safe & Secure (6 and
above). Kolkata emerges as
a standout market. Against
this national backdrop,
Kolkata demonstrates sig-
nificantly stronger readi-
ness.

-HPS of 5.87 vs. India
average of 4.54, indicating

higher overall preparedness

-21% ownership of per-
sonal health insurance,
well above the national av-
erage of 14%

-Only 2% policy lapse
rate, compared to 6% na-
tionally

-54% classified as “safe
and secure”, more than
double the national aver-
age of 24%

-Just 3% fall under the
“very vulnerable” cate-
gory, among the lowest in
the country

These findings un-
derline Kolkata’s strong
financial discipline and
consistent commitment
to maintaining health
protection.

Name Change

I, Nagendranath Biswas (old name),
S/o Jharu Biswas, residing at Vill &
PO.- Benali, PS.- Hanskhali, Dist.-
Nadia, Pin- 741502, West Bengal, do
hereby declare that | have changed
my name from Nagendranath Biswas
(Old Name) to Nagen Biswas (New
Name) and henceforth | shall be
known as Nagen Biswas (new name)
in all purpose, vide affidavit sworn
before the Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an Affidavit dated 29/05/2026.
Nagen Biswas (New Name) and Na-
gendranath Biswas (Old Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Rally organized demanding justice for Jain Saints

MI News Service, Kolkata: Deeply anguished
and disturbed by the tragic death of two
revered Jain Aryika Matajis in Rewa, Mad-
hya Pradesh, under highly disturbing cir-
cumstances during a recent road incident,
Sakal Jain Samaj, Kolkata has strongly con-
demned the incident and demanded urgent
intervention to ensure justice, accountability,
and long-term safety for Jain saints and as-
cetics across the country. To express grief,
solidarity, and peaceful protest against re-
peated incidents affecting Jain saints and

sadhvis, Sakal Jain Samaj recently organised
a massive silent rally from Shri Digambar
Jain Bada Mandirji, 1 Bysack Lane, Kolkata.
The rally passed through Kalakar Street,
Mahatma Gandhi Road, Brabourne Road,
Tea Board, Ezra Street, Bentinck Street, and
Dharmatolla before culminating at Metro
Channel, Esplanade, where community lead-
ers addressed the gathering. A delegation
thereafter proceeded to Raj Bhavan to sub-
mit a representation to the Governor of West
Bengal seeking urgent intervention.
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Is a 17-year-old student also a 'traitor’ or a 'Soros agent?
entre over the CBSE issue

Rahul takes a

MI News Service, New
Delhi:  Raising questions
regarding the CBSE mark-
ing system earned students
labels such as "anti-nation-
al" and "agents of the deep
state"—specifically, George
Soros. Rahul Gandhi, the
Leader of the Opposition in
the Lok Sabha, has now spo-
ken with these very students.
Posting a video of the inter-
action on social media, Rahul
made a sarcastic remark:
"An 'anti-national' like me,
conversing with 17-year-old
students."

The nationwide controver-
sy surrounding CBSE's new
On-Screen Marking (OSM)
system has intensified. Fol-
lowing the announcement of

the Class 12 results, millions
of students and their parents
have been raising objections.
Some have complained about
receiving lower-than-expect-

ed marks, while others have
claimed to have received the
answer scripts of other stu-
dents. Many students have
even alleged that certain

pages of their answer scripts
were missing. Numerous
students and parents have
complained that the scanned
copies of the answer scripts

OMCs Maintain Steady Fuel Supplies
Across the Country Amid Rise in Demand

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Public Sector Oil Marketing
Companies (OMCs) — Indi-
anOil, BPCL and HPCL — are
maintaining round-the-clock
operations and logistics co-
ordination across the coun-
try to ensure uninterrupted
availability of Petrol, Diesel
and LPG, amid a sudden and
sharp increase in fuel de-
mand witnessed across sev-
eral regions in recent days.
The Oil Industry would

like to reassure consumers
that despite intermediate
surge of demand in certain
areas, adequate stocks of
Petrol, Diesel and LPG are
available across the country
and all necessary measures
are being taken to maintain
smooth and uninterrupted
supplies. Public Sector OMCs
continue to maintain unin-
terrupted supplies through
their extensive nationwide
network of terminals, de-

pots, pipelines, LPG bottling
plants and retail outlets.

LPG consumers are re-
quested to use digital book-
ing platforms and avoid vis-
iting distributors. Bulk and
industrial consumers are
requested to procure diesel
from authorized procure-
ment channel.

Public Sector OMCs are
continuously reviewing
stock positions and closely
coordinating on logistics and

Payment of outstanding DA to retirees begins

MI News Service,
Kolkata: As per the Supreme
Court's order, the state govern-
ment has taken the initiative
to clear the entire outstanding
dearness allowance. In the first
phase, the administration has
decided to pay the outstand-
ing DA to retired government
employees from 2008 to 2015.
The state government has al-
ready started paying it to retired
government employees of the
state. According to the Finance
Department of Nabanna, the
payment of outstanding DA has
started from Friday. However,
those currently working in the
state government are not get-
ting their DA dues from Friday.
For now, the money is being paid
only to retired officials. Mean-
while, Chief Minister Shuvendu
Adhikari is holding a meeting
with DA agitators in Nabanna on
Monday. Several decisions may
be taken there.

According to Navanna sourc-
es, this money has already been
transferred to the bank accounts
of retired employees from Jan-
uary 1, 2016 to December 31,
2019. Now the state government
has started paying the dearness
allowance due from 2008 to De-
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cember 31, 2015. However, re-
tired employees in the Kolkata
Municipal Corporation area will
not get this benefit right away.

According to Navanna, the
reason is that the state gov-
ernment is supposed to get the
detailed information of those
who get pension through banks
through AG Bengal. Although
the work was started due to
some complications, it could not
be completed.

But in other parts of the state,
where retired employees receive
pension through the Treasury,
there is no problem in collecting
this information. Since the Trea-

Bodies of young couple recovered
from a flat in Golf Green, two arrested

MI News Service,
Kolkata: A horrific incident
occurred in Golf Green area on
Sunday. The bodies of a young
man and his girlfriend were re-
covered from the flat. Police ar-
rested two young men who were
drunk from the flat when the
bodies were recovered on Sun-
day. What exactly happened?
How did they die? The police
have started an investigation to
find out.

It is learned that the name of
the deceased youth is Moham-
mad Dilshad. He is actually a
resident of Tiljala. However, he
used to come and go to that flat
in Golf Green regularly. Proba-
bly, he rented that flat. He used
to go there often with different
people. On Sunday morning,
two bodies were found there.
One body is that of Dilshad. The
other is that of a young woman.
It is reported that his identity is

not yet known. His relationship
with Dilshad is also not yet clear.
However, it is believed that they
were in a love relationship. Two
drunken youths were in that flat
at that time. The police have
arrested them. Initially, it is
believed that the deceased are
connected to this incident. What
exactly happened in that flat in
Golf Green? The police are des-
perate to know why the four
people gathered. It is learned
that a large amount of drugs
were recovered from the flat.

Meanwhile, locals are out-
raged by the incident. They al-
lege that the owners of several
flats in the Golf Green complex
do mnot live there. Rent is being
given there year after year. As a
result, various suspicious people
keep coming and going. They al-
lege that they have filed several
complaints in this regard but to
no avail.

Big setback for Trinamool, only 20 turned up instead of
80! MLA's meeting at Mamata's house cancelled

MI News Service, Kolkata:
After the crushing defeat in the
recently concluded assembly
election Trinamool Congress
started to disintegrate! Only 20
out of 80 MLA's came to the Ka-
lighat meeting on Sunday called
by Trinamool chief Mamata Ba-
nerjee. The Trinamool supremo
was forced to cancel the meeting
on Sunday. However, according
to sources, Mamata Banerjee
was qquite angry because so few
MLA’s came, she did not come
to the meeting room. The Lead-
er of the Opposition Sobhandeb
Chatterjee sent the news that
the meeting was canceled for the
time being.

However, Trinamool has been
protesting for two days on Mon-
day and Tuesday.

Trinamool Congress will hold
a protest program in every block
on Monday in protest against
the attack. Trinamool Congress
state general secretary and
MLA Kunal Ghosh announced

on behalf of the party. Mamata
Banerjee will sit in protest at
Rani Rashmoni Road on the 2nd
as previously announced. Kunal
said that permission has already
been received from the police.

But the question arises
whether the Trinamool lead-
ers will be met at all. However,
Kunal Ghosh said that the lead-
ers will come to the Kolkata pro-
gram only after considering the
situation in the area.

sury regularly pays pension, they
have detailed information about
retired employees. Accordingly,
the Treasury has already been
able to calculate how much ar-
rears an employee will receive.
However, the work of collecting
data in the case of employees of
government-run organizations is
going on. The work of preparing
detailed information about the
amount of arrears of their em-
ployees and retired employees,
who will receive how much mon-

distribution planning to ef-
ficiently meet the enhanced
demand scenario.

Consumers are advised
to continue with normal
purchasing behaviour and
avoid panic buying. All are
requested to rely only on of-
ficial communications issued
by authorised agencies and
0il Marketing Companies for
accurate information relat-
ed to fuel availability.
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ONLINE COMMON ENTRANCE EXAMINATION
(CEE) RECRUITING YEAR 2026-27

The Indian Army Online CEE for Recruiting Year 2026-
27, under the Agnipath Scheme and Regular Cadre
Entry, will be held from 01 June 2026 to 12 June 2026
at designated examination centres in Kolkata,
Howrah and Paschim Medinipur.

All registered candidates are advised to carefully check
their admit cards for examination centre, date and
reporting time. Candidates must carry a printed copy
ofthe admit card along with a valid photo ID proof to
the examination centre.

Candidates should report well before the scheduled
time and strictly follow all instructions mentioned in
the admit card. Use of unfair means or malpractice will
lead to disqualification and further action as perrules.
Candidates are advised to beware of touts and
fraudulent agencies promising recruitment assistance.
Issued by: Recruiting Office (Headquarters), Kolkata
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ers, errors were detected video of his interaction with rectify them has already be- [the E.C, Kulpi vide NIT-168/KLPS/
in the calculation of marks. him, Rahul remarked, "Thad gun. IIT Madras and IIT Kan- ;g;"ﬁlz"_}d(zgn |?D5t?|£f5';6"tggg%5'
Allegations regarding server —a very good discussion with pur have started working on {05527, e?1 ;rz) Bid Submission
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Multiple such complaints and courageous young Indi- istence of procedural flaws, Sd-

have been lodged concern- ans who simply raised a few the board has signaled its KulEnggﬂg;g c;ftf'g:r'nit

ing the On-Screen Marking basic questions to the CBSE intent to rectify them. P Y Y
method. and the Modi government.

However, the very stu- Yet, instead of receiving an- 0FF|CE OF THE NAND'GRAM-1 BLOCK DEVELOPMENT 0FF|CER
dents who were raising swers, they were subjected NANDIGRAM: PURBA MEDINIPUR: PIN-721631
questions have been branded to insults and abuse." _
as "anti-national" on social Notably, the Union Edu- TENDER NOTICE
media. A massive controver- cation Minister addressed e-NIT NO: BDO/NANDIGRAM-1/NIT-22/3% call/25-26
sy erupted after a student al- the issue of the CBSE paper Memo No.- 1549 Date- 16.05.2026
leged that the answer sheet leak on Thursday. Dharmen- isit f L -
uploaded by the CBSE under dra Pradhan acknowledged, Visit for details: www.wbtenders.gov.in
his roll number did not be- "Certain technical and op- Sd/-BDO, Nandigrm-1 Development Block.

L2 I (e LI R R ROE R ] e SYMBOLIC POSSESSION NOTICE

GSFE| TS GG TB0elE Branch office: ICICI Bank Ltd., BP-4, Technopolis Building, 4th Floor, Sector V,

Sl Fta e, el <Hge ﬁ;‘% (14 TCICI Banlc| ot Lok city, Kolkata West Bengal- 700091,

ofeilE, W #AFN (leTls), CIN Ne: L65190G]1994PLC021012, www.icicibank.com

S, AASE, TAA-AR00E, TR The Authorised ICICI Bank Officer under the Securitisation, Reconstruction of Financial Assets and

51 52 vo/ov/y0ss Tiffcy .U =0E.- Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of the powers conferred under section 13{12)

I, =F, §el, S s I- read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued Demand Notices to the

02245/2024 72 SETNGRTN HEA bl borrower(s) mentioned below, to repay the amount mentioned in the Notice within 60 days from the date
of receipt of the said Notice,

T, T A, T, T, Having failed to repay the amount, the Notice is issued to the borrower and the public in general that the

ey 0¢) Wmilﬁﬂﬁ > @]é undersigned has taken symbolic possession of the property described below, by exercising powers conferred

L f - SIRIC i on him/her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said rules on the below-mentioned dates,

e e @ Tort werdfier el seife The borrower in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the property. Any

T T e R 8| | dedlings with the property will be subject to charges of ICICI Bank Limited.

28/08/2018 ey fo.amem.1, 25, Sr, Name of the Description of Property/ Date of Demand| Name

b, =T cfafs 1-03426/2024 | | 150 Borrower(s)/ Loan Dq?e of S mbgllaic ¥ Notice/ Amount |~ of

¢ e el wfete o A g s Account Number P i in Deman B h

e, el S BT B, e gssession Notice (Rs) ranc

e, oA, e (RRs, gest 1.|(Borrower) Aans Stores  [R.S. & L.R. Dag No. 1146, L.R. Khatian No. 3747 12/01/2026 | Purba

QooR34, WRELF, 0y ok (= Private Limited & (sale Deed-i-2078/16), L.R. Khatian No. 5827 (Sale Rs. Burd-

I | SR - o A, A AR, (Guarantor) Alauddyin | Deed-i-1787/2021), J.L. No 18, Mouzd, Thana, 41,88,543.00/- | wan

ol AFou MIBl, C.9E WL AT 0 Seikh & Salma Khatun & |A.D.S.R.0./S.R.0. & B.L. & L.R.O Khandaghosh, P.O.
o TFE Wy, T .S, sb 7L AfuH wnhajuddir)\ sSelkh & gograié gistsriclt Pu;‘(l:;ft Burdh\;lqug. Wg(s’; Bgn}%_clzl,
ortgagor) Salma wne alma Khatun, Minhajuddin Sekh ,
ﬁ?@ﬂ;\imﬁ mj\?@ﬁ Khutu% g Minhajuddin (Admeusgring An Area of 9 Sutajk Land Together
50 *ET T 05085 T 06 Sekh/ Represented By | With 150 Sq. Ft. Shop In 5 Satak Land North:03
“ow Ty Bw Rew @A ARG Directors Alauddyin Feet Wide Drain & Then 15 Feet Wide Muddy Road
Seikh & Salma Khatun (Sale Deed-1-2078/16) / 8 Feet Wide Kuccha Road
s Gl e Khandaghosh, Pathan | (Sale Deed-I-1787/2021) South: Krishnakanta
w3rerg | ATREl FFALT _TETS Para Bphc West Bengal |Halder (Sale Deed-1-2078/16)/ Land of Sk Kuddus
SR @, T el & ghe IS Purba Burdwan - (Sale Deed-I-1787/2021) East: Sayeed Hara {sale
e, e wags e A, e e 713142/ 026405003858 |Deed-1-2078/16) / 8 Feet Wide Kuccha Road (sale
e 4w o =ica 1w ohaw SiEaE Deed-I-1787/2021) West: Hasmat Khan (Sale
Ty 6,95 G5T OIS (AFRRSE Deed-1-2078/16) / Place of Sk Haider (Sale Deed-I-
T AV I/ PRTee, 1787/2021)/ Date of Symbolic : 26/05/2026
s [EES BRSPS SieiS The above-mentioned borrowers(s)/guarantors(s) isfare hereby issued a 30 day Notice to repay the amount,
Yfte Ref® aib 23w & wiowd e else the mortgoged properties will be sold after 30 days from the date of publishing this Notice, as per the
sfEs sy @i ?ﬂm‘iﬁ A, provisicns under Rules 8 and 9 of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002.
BAAFTE T ST e 23 | Date: June 01, 2026 Sincerely Authorised Officer
- Giiee v, woniesa |\ Place: Purba Burdwan For ICICI Bank Ltd.
NOTICE RS. RS. Class Total  Area Khatian R.S. Class Areain

It is notified that Renuka Manna, W/o. Late | Kh. Dag Area (in (in No. Dag No. (Satak)

Yudhisthir Manna of Singur 2 Mo. Ratanpur, PO. | MNo. No. Satak) Satak) 512 4038  Sali il

& P.S. Singur, Dist. Hoeghly, Pin-712409, Mohua 1511 Bastu 286 26 4039 Sali 12

Das, W/o. Sushanta Das of Vill. Harishpur, P.O. 1512 Doba 32 32 1508 1552 Suna 45

Anandanagar, P.S. Singur, Dist. Hoeghly, Pin- 1527 Doba 15 15 1284  Suna 18

712408, Gargi Dey, W/o. Rabin Dey of Vill, PO. | 151 1739 1285 Suna 18

& P.S. Rishra, Dist. Hooghly, Pin-712248 and 1799 Dag No. 2513, 2513/4355, 2513/4367 and 2513/

Prafulla Manna, Nabakumar Manna, Nemai 1746 4368 measuring 57 Satak or 31 Satak Bansbagan

Chandra Manna, Sukumar Manna, Safya Narayan 1697 in Dag No. 2513, Dag No. 2513/4366, Pukur

Manna, all sons of Late Gokul Chandra Manna of 1698 measuring 10 Satak, 2513/4367, 8 Satak Bagan

Vill. & P.O. Afisara, P.S. Singur, Dist. Hooghly have 1684 and 2513/4368, 8 Satak Bagan.

filled a Title Suit bearing No. 54 of 2017, which is 3770 Sali 92 92 Dist. Hooghly, P.S. Singur, Mouza Subhipur, J.L.

pending in the Court of Ld. Civil Judge {Senior 1725 Suna 14 14 No. 39 :-

Division} Chandermagocre, Hooghly in West Bengal 1722 Suna 18 16 Khatian Plot Class Area in

against Defendant 1) Sanatan Manna, S/o. Late 1729 Suna 18 16 Mo. No. (Satak)

Jogen Manna alias Jogendra Manna, 2) Kalipada 1648 Suna 10 10 223 30 Sali 09

Manna, 3) Nirapada Manna, 4) Tarapada Manna, 1804 Gali 12 12 31 Doba 04

5) Shri Shyamapada Manna, 1 to 5 are sons of 1812 Sali " 11 37 Sali 41

Late Jotindra Nath Mann, 8(Ka) Prankrishna Mann, 1704 Suna " 11 Dist. Hooghly, P.S. Singur, Mouza Bhandardaha-

8(Kha} Annada Shankar Manna, both are sons of 1705 Suna 04 o4 161 232 Suna 1 Acre 73 Satak

Late Mohadeb Manna, 6(Ga} Kalorani Manna, W/ 1707 Suna 14 14 234 Suna 22

0. Lt. Mohadeb Manna, all of Vill. & P.O. Atisara, 1708 Suna 04 04 87 Suna 32

P.S. Singur, Dist. Hooghly, 7{Ka} Smt. Minurani 2528 Bagan 14 14 ‘Unga’ Schedule Property

Manna, W/o. Lt. Sahadeb Manna, 7 (Kha) Piniu 2527 Doba 15 15 Dist. Hooghly, P.5. Singur, Mouza Antisara, J.L.

Lal Manna, S/o. Lt. Sahadeb Manna, 8) Joydeb 2528 Sali 13 13 No. 43 -

Manna, 9) Basudeb Manna, 8-9 are sons of Lt. 1753 Sali 62 62 R.S. RS. Class Total Area

Methar Chandra Manna, 10} Ramchandra Manna, 1755 Sali 17 17 Kh Dag Area (in (in

11} Gobinda Pada Manna, 12) Gopal Manna, 13) | Dist. Hocghly, P.S. Singur, Mouza-Subhipur, J.L. | No. No. Satak) Satak

Ashck Manna, 14) Sushanta Manna, S/o, Sri No. 39 :- 518 1687 Suna 37 18

Sanatan Manna, 10-13 are sons of Late Gourhari | 223 30 Sali 08 09 1692 Suna 17 09

Manna, all by faith Hindu, by proffession 31 Doba 04 04 1792 Suna 18 14

Culiivation, 1 to 12, 14 are resident of Vill. & P.O. 37 Sali 41 41 518 4012 Sali 36 36

Atisara, P.S. Singur, Dist. Hooghly, Pin-712223, | Dist. Hooghly, P.S. Singur, Mouza-Bandardaha 4013 Sali 34 34

Address of No. 13 is 21/24, Debaki Bhaban, Fifth | :- 520 1686 Sali 36 18

Floor, Room No. 59, Javeri Bazar, Dhanji Street, 161 29/ Suna 1Acre  1Acre 1680 Suna 21 10

Mumbai-400002 Pro-Defendant, 15) state of West 232 73 Satak 73 Satak 2511 Bastu 14 06

Bengal represented by Collector, Hooghly, 30/ Suna 12 12 Units

Chinsurah, Hooghly, 16) District Land and Land 234 153 1691 Suna

Reforms Officer, Jiban Paler Bagan, Hooghly More, 434 67 Suna 31 31 1072 1683 Sali 26 13

P:S. Chinsurah, P.O. & Dist. Hooghly, 17)BlockLand | Mouza Athalia, J.L. No. 45 :- 152 1688 Sali 44 22

& Land Reforms Officer, (B.L. & L. R.Q.) Singur, P.O. 366  Sali 0.47 047 147 2508 Pukur 26 13

& P.S. Singur, Dist. Hooghly, for Declaration, 367  Sali 0.27 0.27 2510 Bastu with 12 08

injuction, pariition in respect of the properties | Mouza Antisara, J.L. No. 43, Dist. Hooghly, P.S. Construction

mentioned in the Schedule hereunder. If any | Singur, Khatian No. 454, DagNo. 2513and 2513/ | 154 2512  Khamar 18 09

person has got any objectionhe willhave toappear | 4366, 2513/4367, 2523/4368 whose area | 1450 2605 Suna 20 10

by before the Court in person or through authorised | respectively is 31 Satak Bansbagan, 15 Satak 2677 Sali 49 25

Advocate to show cause. Otherwise the said suit Pukur, 8 Satak Bagan, 8 Satak Bagan. 25768 Sali 02 02

will be decided finally in due process of law. ‘Kha’ Schedule Property 744 1788  Sali 55 28
SCHEDULE OF PROPERTY Dist. Hooghly, P.S. Singur, Mouza-Antisara, R.S. 1770/ Sali 44 22
‘Ka’' Schedule Property Khatian No. and R.S. & L.R. Dag No. 2508, 25 1909
Dist. Hooghly, P.S. Singur, Mouza Antisara, JL. | Satakinthe demarcated Northern side alongwith | 151 1493 Bali 71 36
No.43 - construction standing therecn. 1812  Sali " 1
RS. RS. Class Total Area ‘Ga’ Schedule Property 512 4038 Sali " 1
Kh. Dag Area (in (in Dist. Hooghly, P.S. Singur, Mouza-Anfisara, J.L. 4038  Sali 12 12
No. No. Satak) Satak No. :- 10068 1284 Suna 18 18
518 1687 SBali 37 37 Khatian Dag Class Area in 1285 Suna 18 18
1692 Suna 17 17 No. No. (Satak) 1002 1306 Suna 32 32
1762  Sali 28 28 1537  Suna 54 1464 Suna 82 82
1549 KalaBagan 58 58 1614  Suna 14 14680 Suna 48 48
4012 Sali 36 36 1710  Dcba 03 1460/ Suna 16 16
4013 Sali 34 34 1789  Sali 30 2930

520 1686 Sali 36 36 1583  Sali 56 1608 Suna 32 32
1693 Suna 21 21 1683  Sali 52 1610 Suna 30 30
2611 Bastu 14 14 ‘Gha’ Schedule Property 1611 Suna 32 32

153 1891 Suna 26 26 Khatian R.S. Class Areain 1500 1288 Sali 52 52

1072 1683 Sali 72 72 No. Dag No. (Satak) 397 1728 Suna 32 32

152 1688 Sali 44 44 518 1687  Sali 37 1737 Sali 33 33

149 2508 Pukur 26 26 1692  Suna 28 1768 Sali 38 28

2510 Bastu 12 12 1792  Kalabagan 58 1725 Suna 14 14

154 2512 Khamar 18 18 4012 Sali 36 1722  Suna 15 15

1450 2605 Suna 20 20 4013 Sali 34 1738 Suna 16 16

2677 Sali 48 49 520 1686  Sali 36 1746 Suna 10 10

2676 Doba 02 02 1693  Suna 36 1804 Sali 12 10
744 1788 Sali 55 85 2511  Bastu with 21 1812  Sali " 1

1770/ Sali 44 44 Construction 1704 Suna " 1

1909 153 1691  Suna 26 1705 Suna 04 04
151 1793 Sali 71 71 1072 1688  Sali 44 1707 Suna 14 14

1812  Sali 1 1 152 1683  Sali 52 1706 Suna 04 04
1506 1652 Sali 45 45 147 2508  Pukur 26 2526 Bagan 14 14

1284 Suna 18 18 2510 Bastualong 2528 Bagan 13 13

1285 Suna 18 18 with Consfruction 12 2527 Doba 15 15
1502 1306 Suna 32 32 154 2512  Khamar 18 1753 Sali 82 862

1464 Suna 82 82 1400 2605 Suna 20 1755 Sali 17 17

1460 Suna 48 48 2677  Sali 49 454 2513/ Bagan 08 08

1460/ Suna 16 16 2673  Sali 02 4368

2630 744 1788  Sali 55 Dist. Hooghly, P.S. Singur, Mouza Subhipur, J.L.

1690 Suna 32 32 1770/ No. 38 :-

1610 Suna 30 30 1809  Sali 44 223 30 Sali 09 09

1611 Suna 32 32 151 1793  Sali 71 31 Doba 04 04
1500 1298 Sali 52 52 1812 Sali 1 37 Sali 41 41
397 1728 Buna 32 32 516 1712 Sali 33 Mouza Bhandardaha :-

1730 Sali 33 33 1508 1652  Sali 45 161 232 Suna  1Acre 1Acre

1769 Sali 38 38 1284  Suna 18 73 Satak 73 Satak
512 4038 Sali kil 11 1285 Suna 18 234 Suna 22 Satak 22 Satak
1506 4039 Sali 12 12 1306 Suna 32 434 87 Suna 31 31

1552 Suna 45 45 1464 Suna az Mouza Athalia, J.L. No. 45 :-

1284 Suna 18 18 1460  Suna 48 366 Sali 0.47 Satak 0.47 Satak

1285 Suna 18 18 1502 1460/ Suna 16 367 Sali 0.20 Satak 0.29 Satak
1506 2509 Bastu 25 25 2930

2538 Bastu 37 37 1609  Suna 32

2537 Bagan 10 10 1610  Suna 32 By order of the Court

2515 Bagan 18 19 1611 Suna 32 - Chameli Biswas

2516 Bagan 26 26 1500 1298  Sali 52 Advocate of Plaintiff 16/05/2026

1694 Suna 28 28 397 1228 Suna 32 Dinabandhu Sinha Sheristader

1572/ Sali 15 15 1737  Sali 33 Civil Judge {Sr.Div.)

1981 1769  Sali 38 Chandernagore
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What is uranium enrichment, and how
is it used to build a nuclear bomb?

Israel targeted three of Iran's

major nuclear facilities-
Natanz,  Isfahan, and
Fordow-killing several

Iranian nuclear scientists.
These facilities are highly
secure and largely subter-
ranean; consequently, there
are  conflicting reports
regarding the extent of the
damage sustained.

Natanz and Fordow serve
as Iran's uranium enrich-
ment sites, while Isfahan
supplies the raw materials;
therefore, any damage to
these sites would curtail
Iran's capacity to produce
nuclear weapons.

But what exactly is urani-
um enrichment, and why is it
a cause for concern?

To understand what it
means to "enrich" uranium,
one requires a basic grasp of
uranium isotopes and the
process of splitting an atom
during a nuclear fission reac-
tion.

What is an Isotope?

All matter is composed of
atoms, which, in turn, consist
of protons, neutrons, and
electrons. It is the number of
protons that endows atoms
with their specific chemical
properties, thereby distin-
guishing one chemical ele-
ment from another.

Atoms typically contain an
equal number of protons and
electrons. For instance, ura-
nium possesses 92 protons,
whereas carbon has six.
However, the number of neu-
trons within atoms of the
same element can vary, giv-
ing rise to different isotopic
forms of that element.

While this distinction is of
little consequence in chemi-
cal reactions, the behavior of

these isotopes in nuclear
reactions can differ signifi-
cantly.

The Difference Between
Uranium-238 and Uranium-
235

When uranium is extract-
ed from the ground, 99.27%
of it consists of Uranium-238,
which contains 92 protons
and 146 neutrons. Only
0.72% of the extracted mate-
rial is Uranium-235, com-
prising 92 protons and 143
neutrons (the remaining
0.01% consists of other iso-
topes). For nuclear energy
reactors or weapons, we
must alter the ratio of iso-
topes. This is because, of the
two main isotopes of urani-
um, only Uranium-235
makes a fission chain reac-
tion possible: a neutron splits
an atom, generating energy
and additional neutrons,
which trigger further fission-
and this process continues.

This  chain  reaction
releases an immense amount
of energy. In a nuclear
weapon, the objective is to
trigger this chain reaction
within a fraction of a second,
resulting in a nuclear explo-
sion.

In civilian nuclear power
plants, the chain reaction is
controlled. Nuclear power
plants currently generate 9%
of the world's electricity.
Another significant civilian
application of nuclear reac-
tions lies in the production of
isotopes used in nuclear
medicine for the diagnosis
and treatment of various dis-
eases.

So, what exactly is urani-
um enrichment?

To ‘"enrich" uranium
means taking the naturally

What is the difference

between

modern

nuclear bombs and

earlier

ones ?

Modern nuclear bombs are sig-
nificantly lighter, safer, and use

multi-stage  thermonuclear
reactions to achieve yields vast-
ly superior to the first-genera-
tion weapons dropped during
World War II. While early
bombs relied on the simple
splitting of atoms (fission), mod-
ern arsenals harness a combi-
nation of fission and fusion,
packing exponentially more
destructive power into a frac-
tion of the physical size and
weight.

1. The
Mechanism

Early Bombs: First-genera-
tion weapons (like those used at
Hiroshima and Nagasaki) used
nuclear fission. They relied on
splitting heavy, unstable ele-
ments like Uranium-235 or
Plutonium-239 through a chain
reaction.

Modern Bombs: Modern
devices are thermonuclear
weapons (hydrogen bombs).

They utilize a two-stage
process:

a primary fission stage (the
"trigger")  generates  the
extreme heat and radiation
needed to ignite a secondary
stage, which harnesses nuclear
fusion (the fusing of hydrogen
isotopes like deuterium and tri-
tium).

2. Yield and Efficiency

Early = Bombs:  These
weapons had lower and highly
restricted yields. The Hiroshima
bomb (Little Boy) yielded
approximately 15 kilotons of
TNT, while the Nagasaki device
(Fat Man) yielded about 21 kilo-
tons.

Modern Bombs:
Thermonuclear weapons have
explosive yields measured in
megatons (millions of tons of
TNT). Despite being much
smaller in physical volume,
their efficiency allows them to
be up to thousands of times
more powerful than earlier

Core Reaction

weapons.
3. Size, Weight, and Delivery
Early Bombs:  These

weapons were massive, bulky,
and weighed several tons,

bombers to deliver them to their
targets.

Modern Bombs: Modern
nuclear weapons are highly
miniaturized.  Thanks  to
advancements in engineering,
they are lightweight and com-
pact enough to be fitted onto
Multiple Independently
Targetable Reentry Vehicles
(MIRVs), allowing a single inter-
continental ballistic missile
(ICBM) to carry several war-
heads for different targets.

4. Precision and Targeting

Early Bombs: These were
"gravity bombs" dropped from
aircraft. Because of the limita-
tions of mid-century aviation,
they relied on immense explo-
sive force to destroy a wide area
rather than surgical targeting.

Modern Bombs: Modern
thermonuclear warheads are
integrated with advanced, high-
ly accurate guidance systems.
This pinpoint accuracy allows
militaries to destroy hardened
military targets with much
smaller explosive yields, signifi-
cantly reducing collateral dam-
age compared to the indiscrimi-
nate flattening of whole cities.5.

Safety and Reliability

Early Bombs: The triggers
on early atomic weapons were
notoriously dangerous. The
gun-type assembly used in Little
Boy had a constant risk of acci-
dental detonation if the aircraft
crashed. Modern Bombs:
Modern warheads feature
sophisticated Permissive Action
Links (PALs) and electronic
safety devices. They require
complex, perfectly timed electri-
cal sequences to detonate, virtu-
ally eliminating the risk of acci-
dental nuclear explosion.

If you are interested, I can:

Detail the physics behind the
Teller-Ulam design of ther-
monuclear weapons

Explain the history and
impact of the Cold War arms
race.

Provide a comparative
breakdown of modern nuclear
delivery systems (ICBMs, SLBMs,
and strategic hombers)
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The process of extracting uranium
from mines and rendering it suitable
for use (as fuel or in weapons) is car-
ried out in several stages. Primarily,
this involves ore extraction, chemical
refining (producing "Yellowcake"), and
enrichment. The complete process of
refining uranium is outlined below: 1.
Mining and Milling: The raw ore
extracted from mines contains a very

low concentration of uranium (approx-  producing isotope, Uranium-235
imately 0.2%). This ore is crushed into  ($U7{235}$), while the remaining
a fine powder and dissolved in an acid  99.3% consists of Uranium-238

(such as sulfuric acid). Subsequently,
through a series of chemical reactions,
it is dried to form a powder known as
"Yellowcake" (U?0?). This substance
contains approximately 75% to 80%
uranium. 2. Conversion: The

Yellowcake is converted into uranium
hexafluoride (UF?) gas through a spe-
cialized chemical process called hydro-
fluorination. Upon being heated slight-
ly above normal room temperature,
this substance transforms into a vapor
or gas, which serves as the basis for the
enrichment process. 3. Enrichment
(Uranium Enrichment): Natural urani-
um contains only 0.7% of the energy-

($U~{238}$). Through enrichment, the
percentage of $UM235})$ is increased.
Gas
process
known as centrifuges. Inside these
tubes, $UF_6$ gas is spun at extremely

high

Centrifuge Technology: This
utilizes cylindrical tubes

speeds.
$U~238}$ is heavier, it accumulates
towards the outer walls of the cen-
trifuge, whereas the lighter $U{235}$
concentrates in the center. This process
is repeated thousands of times to
achieve the desired level of purity. For
Nuclear Reactors: The uranium is
enriched to a purity level of 3% to 5%.
For Nuclear Weapons: It must be
enriched to a purity level of up to 90%.
4. Fuel Fabrication: Following the
enrichment process, the enriched ura-
nium gas is converted into a solid form
(specifically, uranium dioxide powder).
This powder is then molded into small
ceramic pellets. These pellets are
packed into metal tubes (known as
cladding) to form fuel rods.

How is uranium refined?

Separation:  Since

Study reveals how intake of ultra-processed
foods associated with increased risk of death

CHICAGO : Older persons
who reported consuming

longevity,"

said
Loftfield, PhD,

Erikka
Stadtman

associations with specific
foods and specific diseases.

more ultra-processed foods
were nearly 10 per cent more
likely to die after a median
follow-up of 23 years than
older adults who reported
consuming less processed
food, according to a recent
study.

The results are drawn
from a sizable study that fol-
lowed more than 500,000
persons in the United States
for about thirty years. The
findings showed that consum-
ing more ultra-processed
foods was linked to slight
increases in deaths from
heart disease and diabetes, as
well as deaths from all caus-
es. However, there was no
correlation  observed in
deaths from cancer.

"Our study results support
a larger body of literature,
including both observational
and experimental studies,
which indicate that ultra-
processed  food  intake
adversely impacts health and

Investigator at the National
Cancer Institute. "However,
there is still a lot that we
don't know, including what
aspects of ultra-processed
foods pose potential health
risks."

Loftfield will present the
findings at NUTRITION 2024,
the flagship annual meeting
of the American Society for
Nutrition held June 29 to July
2 in Chicago.

The research drew data
from more than 540,000 peo-
ple who provided information
about their eating habits and
health in the mid-1990s,
when they were between 50
and 71 years of age. Over
half of the participants have
since died. The researchers
analyzed overall rates of
death among those who
were in the 90th percentile
for consumption of ultra-
processed foods at baseline
versus those in the 10th per-
centile, and also looked at

"We observed that highly
processed meat and soft
drinks were a couple of the
subgroups of ultra-
processed food most strong-
ly associated with mortality
risk and eating a diet low in
these foods is already rec-
ommended for disease pre-
vention and health promo-
tion," said Loftfield. The
Dietary  Guidelines for
Americans recommend lim-
iting sugar-sweetened bev-
erages and processed meats
such as hot dogs, sausages
and deli meat. For this
study, researchers used
multiple strategies to classi-
fy the level of processing for
various food items. This
included breaking down
food frequency question-
naire data into particular
food and ingredient types in
addition to incorporating
expert consensus to catego-
rize dietary components
according to a rubric known

as the NOVA classification
system.

The researchers also
accounted for other factors
that can increase a person's
risk of death, such as smok-
ing and obesity. They found
that people who consumed
more ultra-processed foods
also tended to have higher
body mass index and a
lower Healthy Eating Index
score (a measure of diet
quality based on how closely
a person's diet aligns with
the Dietary Guidelines for
Americans). However, the
analysis showed that the
associations between ultra-
processed food consumption
and increased mortality
were not explained by these
variables, as the associa-
tions between higher ultra-
processed food intake and
mortality risk persisted
among people categorized as
having better or worse diet
quality as well as among
those classified as normal
weight or obese.

occurring element and
increasing the proportion of
Uranium-235 within it, while
removing Uranium-238.

There are several meth-
ods for achieving this (includ-
ing new Australian innova-
tions), but commercially,
enrichment is currently car-
ried out using centrifuges.
This same process is
employed at facilities in Tran.

Centrifuges capitalize on
the fact that Uranium-238 is
approximately 1% heavier
than Uranium-235. They take
uranium (in gaseous form)
and use rotors to spin it at
speeds ranging from 50,000
to 70,000 revolutions per
minute, while the outer walls
of the centrifuge move at
speeds of 400 to 500 meters
per second.

This method functions
much like a salad spinner,
which flings water to the
outer edges while keeping
the salad leaves concentrated
in the center. The heavier
Uranium-238 moves toward
the outer edges of the cen-
trifuge, leaving the Uranium-
235 concentrated in the cen-
ter. This process is only mod-
erately effective; therefore,
the spinning procedure is
repeated multiple times to
increase the percentage of
Uranium-235.

Most civilian nuclear
reactors  utilize "low-
enriched uranium," which
has been enriched to
between 3% and 5%. This
means that 3-5% of the total
uranium present in the sam-
ple is now Uranium-235. This
concentration is sufficient to
sustain a chain reaction and
generate electricity.

What level of enrichment
is required for nuclear
weapons?

To achieve an explosive
chain reaction, Uranium-235
must be concentrated to lev-
els significantly higher than
those used in nuclear reac-
tors for generating electricity
or producing medical iso-
topes.

Technically, a nuclear
weapon can be constructed
with as little as 20%
Uranium-235 (referred to as
"highly enriched uranium");
however, the higher the level
of uranium enrichment, the
smaller and lighter the
resulting weapon can be.
Nations possessing nuclear
weapons typically utilize
"weapons-grade" uranium,
enriched to approximately
90%.

According to the
International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), Iran has
enriched a substantial quan-
tity of uranium to 60%. In
fact, progressing from 60%
enrichment to 90% enrich-
ment is considerably easier
than achieving the initial 60%
enrichment level. This is
because the quantity of
Uranium-238 that needs to
be separated out gradually
decreases.

For this very reason, Iran
is considered to pose a signif-
icant risk regarding the
potential development of
nuclear weapons-and it is
also why centrifuge technolo-
gy used for enrichment is
kept  highly classified.
Ultimately, the same cen-
trifuge technology used to
produce fuel for civilian reac-
tors can also be used to man-
ufacture nuclear weapons.

LONDON : Hirschsprung disease patients may benefit from
stem cell therapy, according to a recent study conducted by sci-
entists at the Universities of Sheffield and UCL.

In the case of Hirschsprung disease, a small number of
nerve cells in the large intestine are absent. Due to the intes-
tine's inability to contract and transport stool, blockages may
occur. This may result in constipation and, in rare cases, a dan-
gerous intestinal infection known as enterocolitis.

Around 1 in 5000 babies are born with Hirschsprung dis-
ease. The condition is usually picked up soon after birth and
treated with surgery as soon as possible however patients fre-
quently suffer debilitating, lifelong symptoms, with multiple
surgical procedures often required. Alternative treatment
options are therefore crucial. One option that has been
explored by researchers involves using stem cell therapy to
generate nerve cell precursors, which then produce the miss-
ing nerves in the intestine of those with Hirschsprung disease
after transplantation. This in turn should improve the intes-
tine's functionality. However, this procedure has not been car-
ried out on human tissue from people with Hirschsprung dis-
ease until now. The research, published in Gut and funded by
the Medical Research Council, is a collaborative effort between
researchers at UCL and the University of Sheffield which began
in 2017. Researchers at the University of Sheffield focused on
the production and analysis of nerve precursors from stem
cells. These were then shipped to the UCL team, who prepared
the patient gut tissue, undertook the transplantation and main-
tenance of the tissue and then tested the function of the tissue
segments.

Study finds chemo medicine may cause significant
hearing loss in longtime cancer survivors

FLORIDA : Researchers from Indiana University
and the University of South Florida performed
an interdisciplinary study that produced impor-
tant results regarding the long-term conse-
quences on cancer survivors of one of the most
widely used kinds of chemotherapy.

The study, which tracked a cohort of testicu-
lar cancer survivors who received cisplatin-
based chemotherapy for an average of 14 years,
was published in the Journal of the American
Medical Association Oncology. It found that 78
per cent of the survivors have significant diffi-
culties in everyday listening situations, which
negatively affects their quality of life. This inter-
disciplinary study is the first to examine hearing
loss progression and real-world listening prob-
lems in cancer survivors over an extended
length of time.

"It's important that we understand the real-
world effects of patients' sensory problems and
if we can understand that, then we can develop
better therapeutic strategies and preventive
measures to improve the long-term quality of
life for cancer survivors," said Robert Frisina,
distinguished university professor and chair of
the USF Department of Medical Engineering.

Cisplatin is commonly used in chemotherapy
treatments for a variety of cancers, including
bladder, lung, neck and testicular. It is adminis-
tered intravenously and affects various parts of
the body. However, the ears are particularly vul-
nerable as they have little ability to filter out the
drug, causing it to become trapped. This leads
to inflammation and the destruction of sensory

cells that are critical for coding sound, causing
permanent hearing loss that can progressively
get worse well after cisplatin treatments are
completed.

Lead author Victoria Sanchez, associate pro-
fessor in the USF Health Department of
Otolaryngology Head & Neck Surgery, said that
despite the known risks, there's a nationwide
lack of routine hearing assessments for patients
undergoing chemotherapy. "Most patients still
do not get their hearing tested prior to, during
or after chemotherapy. Our study highlights the
need for regular auditory evaluations to man-

age and mitigate long-term hearing damage."
The research team found higher doses of cis-
platin led to more severe and progressing hear-
ing loss, especially in patients with risk factors,
such as high blood pressure and poor cardio-
vascular health. They also experienced
increased difficulty hearing in common environ-
ments, such as a loud restaurant. "It will be crit-
ically important to follow these patients for life.
Their current median age is only 48 years, and
eventually they will enter the years at which
age-related hearing loss also begins to develop,"
said Dr. Lois B. Travis, Lawrence H. Einhorn

Professor of Cancer Research at Indiana
University School of Medicine and a researcher
at the IU Melvin and Bren Simon
Comprehensive Cancer Center. This research is
part of The Platinum Study, an ongoing research
effort led by Dr. Travis and funded by the
National Cancer Institute to study cisplatin-
treated testicular cancer survivors.

The hope is that this study will inspire fur-
ther investigation into alternative chemothera-
peutic protocols and preventive measures, such
as FDA-approved drugs to prevent or reduce
hearing loss.

"This research gives oncologists the infor-
mation they need to explore alternative treat-
ment plans that could reduce the long-term side
effects, such as altering the dosages and timing
of the cisplatin in the treatment, when that
could be an appropriate option," Frisina said.

Innovative solutions, such as Pedmark, a
new FDA-approved injection that mitigates cis-
platin-induced hearing loss in children, repre-
sent promising steps forward, according to
Frisina.

"We want to protect our hearing or treat a
hearing loss if hearing damage occurs,"
Sanchez said. "Hearing allows us to connect to
the world we love. Staying connected through
conversations with family and friends, enjoy-
ment of music and entertainment, staying safe
and finding pleasure in our vibrant surround-
ings. Promoting optimal hearing for overall
wellness is essential for healthy living."
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US and Iran are narlga "very good deal": Donald Trump

MI News Service, Washing-
ton: President Donald
Trump said the US and
Iran are nearing a "very
good deal", but warned
that if Washington's de-
mands are not met, it
would "end it in a different
way."

Trump's remarks came
during an interview to his
daughter-in-law Lara
Trump.

"We're close to a very
good deal. If you're going

|

to be in a hurry, you're not
going to make a good deal,
and slowly but surely,
we're getting what we
want - and if we don't get
what we want, we're going
to end it a different way,"
Trump said.

Trump said the Irani-
ans are "good negotia-
tors," but argued that the
United States now holds

Iran has been "militarily
defeated.”

"But we're close to a
very good deal. If we can
make it, good. Otherwise,
we just start up with the
Department of War, as we
call it," the US President
said.

Trump said the Irani-
ans had stated they were
not developing a nuclear

by asking what if they
bought one.

"I said, well what hap-
pens if you buy a nuclear
weapon? So now it says we
will not develop or in any
way purchase a military
weapon. That's a big dif-
ference," he said.

The American leader
insisted that the US has
"significant leverage" over

"all the cards" because

weapon, but he countered

Iran, as their navy and air

force were "completely de-
stroyed".

However, he said, the
US has not fully disman-
tled Iran's military be-
cause some of the
leadership was more mod-
erate. Trump said the US
had targeted Iran's more
extreme elements and key
leadership.

The US President held
a meeting with his top cab-
inet colleagues and officers
of the armed forces in the
situation room on Friday
but it concluded without
any clarity on future ac-
tions.

Sources said that
Trump asked for several
amendments to the deal
his envoy’s reached with
their Iranian counterparts.

Trump wants the deal
and expects to finalize it
soon, but is keen to
strengthen several points

that are important to him
particularly around Iran's
nuclear material.

Trump's request has
launched another round of
back-and-forth between
the parties that could last
several days.

"It's more specifics
about how the US gets the
material and the timing," a
senior administration offi-
cial said, referring to the
enriched uranium.

Another source said
that Trump also wants to
amend some of the word-
ing around the reopening
of the Strait of Hormuz,
which hosts roughly one-
fifth of the world's energy
supplies in normal times.

The US official said
Trump was told it would
take around three days be-
fore the Iranians get back
with a response.

Japan ethylene plants' utilization
rate hits record low in April as
Middle East conflict disrupts supply

MI News Service, Tokyo: Japan's ethylene pro-
duction plants recorded their lowest operating
rate on record in April, as conflict in the Middle
East choked off supplies of crude oil and its key
derivative naphtha, a primary raw material for
ethylene making, local media reported Satur-
day. The utilization rate dropped to 67.3 per-
cent, the weakest level since records began in
1996, breaking the previous record low of 68.8
percent in March, Kyodo News reported, citing
the Japan Petrochemical Industry Association.
The country's ethylene output in April also
dropped 37.1 percent from a year earlier.

With naphtha supplies from the Middle
East becoming increasingly difficult to secure,
major chemical manufacturers have turned to
alternative sources within Japan and from re-
gions other than the Middle East. The shift has
pushed up procurement costs, adding pres-
sure to downstream industries and leading to
higher retail prices for consumer products. Re-
source-poor Japan had relied on the Middle
East for around 80 percent of its naphtha sup-
ply. Ethylene is a key petrochemical feedstock
used in the manufacture of a wide range of
products, including plastics, synthetic fibers,
detergents, and paints.

|AEA chief voices concern over reported
drone strike at Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Plant

MI News Service, Vienna: Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) Director General Rafael
Grossi on Saturday expressed
serious concern over a reported
drone strike on a turbine build-
ing at the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear
Power Plant (ZNPP), warning
that attacks on nuclear facilities
are "like playing with fire."

The IAEA said it had been
informed by the ZNPP that a
drone struck a turbine building
at the facility earlier in the day,
reportedly causing a hole in one
of the building's walls. The
agency disclosed the incident in
a post on social media platform

"There should be no attacks
of any kind from or against a nu-
clear facility," Grossi said, reit-
erating his call for restraint to
avoid jeopardizing nuclear
safety and security.

He added that the IAEA

Israeli troops captured strategic castle in Lebanon

MI News Service, Beirut: Is-
raeli forces have captured a
strategic mountain topped
with a Crusader-built castle
in southern Lebanon in
their deepest incursion into
the country in more than a
quarter century, the mili-
tary said on Sunday.

The capture of Beaufort
castle near the city of
Nabatiyeh came after days
of intense fighting and
airstrikes in nearby villages
where Israeli troops fought
Hezbollah members in the
rugged area.

It marks a major gain
for Israel in the latest Is-
rael-Hezbollah war, which
began in early March. Is-
rael and Lebanon have
been at war since Israel
was created in 1948, and
are currently holding direct
talks in Washington.

The Israeli push came
despite a nominal ceasefire
that has been in place since
April 17 and just days be-
fore the next round of talks
are set to be held at the
State Department on June 2
and 3.

The Israeli army’s Ara-
bic spokesperson Avichay
Adraee posted a photo-
graph on X showing Israeli
troops walking outside the
castle, and Defense Minis-
ter Israel Katz wrote on X
that they had raised an Is-
raeli flag over the castle. It

is worth to mentlon that Is-
raeli troops previously cap-
tured the castle in 1982 and
held it until they withdrew
from Lebanon in 2000.

The Israeli military said
in a statement that it
launched an operation a
few days ago in the Beau-
fort Ridge and the Suluki
valley further south with
the aim of dismantling
Hezbollah infrastructure
and removing “direct
threats to Israeli civilians.”
The statement said the
army is ready “to expand
the operation if needed.

In recent days, Israel
has expanded the scope of
its operations in Lebanon
sending troops across the
Litani River, which previ-
ously served as a de facto
boundary, and demanding
that residents leave much
of southern Lebanon.

Israel has designated
the area from the Litani up

to the Zahrani River a com-
bat zone. Some residents
have already left the area
due to the intense strikes in
recent days, but people re-
main in many of the area’s
towns.

Israeli troops have been
advancing for days in vil-
lages close to Beaufort cas-
tle after crossing the Litani
River, which the Israeli mil-
itary previously used as a
de facto boundary. They are
now about 5 kilometers (3
miles) from the city of
Nabatiyeh, a major center
in southern Lebanon, and
have called on all its resi-
dents to leave, as well as
the residents of the coastal
city of Tyre, the country’s
fourth largest city, and its
surroundings.

There was no immedi-
ate comment from Hezbol-
lah  or the Lebanese
government on the Israeli
push.

team stationed at the plant had
requested access to the affected
X. turbine building to conduct a
first-hand assessment of the re-
ported damage.

According to the IAEA, the
incident would mark the first
drone attack within the perime-
ter of the ZNPP since April 2024.

The Zaporizhzhia plant, one

P 5
of Europe's largest nuclear
power facilities, has been under
Russian control since March
2022. Since the outbreak of the

Russia-Ukraine conflict, the
TAEA has repeatedly warned of
the risks posed by military activ-
ities around the site and called
for the protection of nuclear in-
frastructure.

Israel shuts schools near Lebanon border
amid repeated Hezbollah rocket, drone attacks

MI News Service, Jerusalem: Schools in
towns and cities near the border with
Lebanon were shuttered starting Sunday,
as the IDF Home Front Command tight-
ened its restrictions in light of intensified
Hezbollah drone and rocket attacks on
northern Israel over the weekend.

No educational activities were taking
place in communities along the Lebanon
border, including Kiryat Shmona, as well
as Meron, Bar Yohai, Or HaGanuz, Safs-
ufa, Yesud HaMa’ala, Kisra-Sumei, Beit
Jann and Sde Eliezer. In the Upper Galilee
and northern Golan, along with Katzrin
and Kidmat Tzvi, educational activities
were permitted only inside a building or
in an area where a shelter can be reached
in time, according to the guidelines issued
Saturday evening.

Workplaces can operate in all of those
areas, provided an adequate shelter can
be reached in time. According to the
guidelines, gatherings are restricted to 50
people outdoors and 200 indoors, and
beaches are closed. The guidelines were
to remain in effect until Monday at 9 p.m.,
by which time the Home Front Command
was to conduct another assessment.

Meanwhile, the Health Ministry an-

nounced Saturday that the Galilee Medical
Center in Nahariya would be moving opera-
tions to an underground protected area. The
developments came as Hezbollah fired mul-
tiple rockets and drones at Israel on Satur-
day afternoon and evening, and as the IDF
expanded operations in southern Lebanon.

The Israeli military told AFP that more
than 25 projectiles were launched from
Lebanon towards Israel on Saturday. In-
coming rocket sirens sounded in the
northern cities of Karmiel and Safed for
the first time since the ceasefire, as well
as in Kiryat Shmona and other northern
communities that were targeted repeat-
edly. Multiple rockets were intercepted
throughout the day, while others struck
open areas, according to the military.

Air defenses intercept a Hezbollah
rocket launched from Lebanon at north-
ern Israel on May 30, 2026. (Ayal Mar-
golin/ Flash90)

Hezbollah also launched several drones,
with one striking a military zone near the
border community of Shomera, while two
others were intercepted, the military said.
Another apparent drone did not cross the
border, the IDF stated. No injuries were
caused in the attacks.

WHO chief calls for reconsideration of travel
hans as DR cungu hattles Ehola outhreak

MI News Service, Bunia, DR
Congo: World Health Organ-
ization (WHO) Director-Gen-
eral Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus on Saturday
called on countries that have
imposed travel bans or
closed borders in response to
the Ebola outbreak in the
Democratic Republic of the
Congo (DRC) and Uganda to
reconsider such measures.
Speaking at a joint press
conference in Bunia, the cap-
ital of the northeastern Ituri
Province and the epicenter of
the Ebola outbreak, Tedros
said such restrictions could
complicate response efforts
and risk discouraging trans-

Meteor likely causes loud hoom heard in parts of U.S. Northeast

MI News Service, San Francisco: A loud boom heard
across eastern Massachusetts and other parts of the U.S.
Northeast on Saturday afternoon was likely caused by a
meteor entering the atmosphere and producing a sonic
boom, according to U.S. media reports.

The boom was reported at around 2:30 p.m. local time
by residents in eastern Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New
Hampshire and other areas. The American Meteor Society
said the incident was likely caused by a meteor about 3
feet, or 0.9 meters, wide entering the atmosphere near the
New Hampshire-Massachusetts border.

Massachusetts public safety officials said they had re-
ceived reports of an audible boom and ground tremors in
eastern Massachusetts, but there were no known emer-
gency police or fire requests connected to the reports, and

Trump said seeking changes to Iran deal, focused on fate of uranium stockpile

MI News Service, Washington: US Presi-
dent Donald Trump put off his decision on
the memorandum of understanding with
Iran after demanding his team secure
more concessions on Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram, Axios reported Sunday, citing a
senior administration official and a US
source briefed on the matter.

Trump also wants some changes to
the draft’s language about reopening the
Strait of Hormuz, the second source said,
without elaborating.

A separate report in Israeli daily Israel
Hayom said the US let dozens of Qatari oil
and liquefied natural gas tankers sail
through the strait over the past week after
Iran okayed the tankers’ passage and in
some cases received payment for it.

Some of the vessels were even es-
corted by the US Navy, said Israel Hayom,
which cited three unidentified diplomatic
and intelligence sources. According to the
report, the vessels were headed to Europe
and East Asia, mostly India or China.

Trump on Friday said he was entering
the Situation Room for a “final determina-
tion” on Iran, after the White House said
that, pending his approval, Washington
and Tehran had agreed to a 60-day cease-
fire extension during which the sides
would hammer out nuclear commitments.

The Situation Room meeting ended in-
conclusively, according to US media, and
Iranian officials denied Trump’s sugges-
tions that the memorandum of under-

standing contains nuclear concessions or
a commitment to fully reopening the
strait.

The senior official cited by Axios said
Trump asked his team during the meeting
to amend the timetable of the nuclear
talks, in which the US seeks to remove
about 10 warheads’ worth of highly en-
riched uranium that Iran has amassed.
The material is thought to have been
buried after the US hit key Iranian nu-
clear sites during the June 2025 Israel-
Iran war.

Trump wants “more specifics about
how the US gets the material and the tim-
ing,” the official was quoted as saying.

According to the official, the Iranians
would need about three days to get back
to Trump because “they’re literally in
caves and they’re not using email.”

Washington is “willing to wait so the
president gets what he asks for,” the offi-
cial said. “It could be a week. It could be
less. It could be more. At the turn of the
week, we hope to have something.”

The White House did not immediately
comment, Axios said.

In an interview broadcast Sunday with
his daughter-in-law, Fox News host Lara
Trump, Donald Trump said a deal with
Iran would come “slowly but surely” or
the US would return to war.

“We’re going to make a great deal,
or... we'll just go back and finish it mili-
tarily,” he said.

parency and trust, which are
essential to saving lives.

"I call on countries that
have imposed travel bans or
border closures to recon-
sider. These measures make
the response harder, and
they discourage trans-
parency and trust that saves
lives," Tedros said.

Despite the lack of ap-
proved vaccines and specific
medicines, the WHO chief
said patients could still re-
cover if they receive timely,
quality medical care.

Tedros said his visit to
Bunia was also aimed at en-
gaging directly with affected

communities in this out-
break, in which over 1000
suspected cases have been
reported.

Uganda has also re-
ported nine confirmed cases
after detecting two new in-
fections in the capital, Kam-
pala, the Ugandan health
ministry said on Friday.

DRC Health Minister
Roger Kamba said the coun-
try aims, "in the best-case
scenario,” to contain and
end the outbreak within
"four to six months," based
on its experience in respond-
ing to epidemics and the
known course of the Ebola

virus disease.

He said the immediate
priority is to contain the virus
within the three affected
provinces -- Ituri, North Kivu
and South Kivu -- and pre-
vent further spread.

Kamba also highlighted
the country's strengthened
laboratory testing capacity,
with no backlog of samples
remaining. Around 900 sam-
ples had been tested, of
which about 260 were posi-
tive, he said, adding that the
country now has the capacity
to process all incoming sam-
ples, even if daily testing rises
to 200 or 300 samples.

they did not believe there was a public safety threat.

The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) said many people
submitted "Did You Feel It?" reports, but no seismic event
was recorded on USGS seismographs, indicating the shak-
ing was not caused by an earthquake. A National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration weather satellite also
captured a burst over the Boston area, appearing to sup-
port the meteor theory, reports said.

An American Meteor Society expert said the meteor
likely burned up in the atmosphere, and if any fragments
survived, they probably fell into the ocean. No injuries,
damage, hazards or evacuations have been reported in

connection with the boom.

Israeli soldier killed in Hezhollah drone strike in Lebanon

MI News Service, Beirut: A
soldier was killed and four
others were lightly wounded
in a Hezbollah explosive
drone attack in southern
Lebanon, the IDF an-
nounced on Sunday, while
the military captured the
historic Beaufort Castle and

the surrounding strategic
ridge as it pushed deeper
into Lebanon. The soldier,
Staff Sgt. Michael Tyukin,
21, of the Givati Brigade’s
Reconnaissance Unit, was
an only child who moved to
Israel from Ukraine with his
mother in 2020.

Dutch Police violently throw Palestinian detainee’s pregnant wife to the ground

MI News Service, Nether-
lands: Global outrage was
triggered after a viral
video showed the Dutch
police using brute force
against a heavily pregnant
woman during the arrest
of her Palestinian hus-
band.

The video, which sur-
faced on Friday, May 29,
shows several police offi-
cers surrounding a man on
his knees, with his hands
behind his back, as his
wife attempts to talk to
them. Another officer with
a police dog approaches
the woman, prying her
away from her husband,
suddenly throwing her to

the ground violently.

According to a post on
Substack, the man, identi-
fied as Wesam Mekdad,
was from Gaza, facing de-
portation proceedings in
Germany, and the assault
took place inside a refugee
centre. Police defended the
officers’ action, clarifying
that they were responding
to a report of vandalism
and threats involving a
knife. However, the claims
remain unverified.

The footage is part of
the events that unfolded on
May 19, when officers re-
sponded to a threat on
Kamwed in Zeist, the
Dutch police said in a

statement. “In a dynamic
situation, they (officers)
wanted to act quickly for
the safety of those present
and themselves,” the state-
ment read.

The video was widely
circulated online, sparking
severe  backlash and
prompting more informa-
tion to surface about the
arrested man.

Screenshots of a Face-
book post allegedly shared
by Mekdad surfaced on so-
cial media. He claimed
that Dutch authorities
want to deport him to
Egypt since he is “a danger
to the public system and
Europe.”

Soaring fuel prices
travel to tourlsm

MI News Service, Bangkok:
With summer around the
corner, soaring fuel prices
and other complications
from the war with Iran are
straining the tourism-de-
pendent economies of
countries in Southeast Asia,
including Thailand and
Vietnam.

The region's peak
tourist summer season is at
risk as elevated jet fuel
costs coupled with ceasefire
uncertainties prompt flight
cancellations and higher
ticket prices.

Tourism in Asia has yet
to fully recover from the
COVID-19 pandemic. Now,
many countries are coping
with the war's repercus-
sions for global energy sup-
plies and prices, which hit
Asia first and hardest.
Some families are pulling
back on travel as visiting
gas stations and grocery

worldwide. Crowds have
thinned at some places
once synonymous with
travel.

"With gasoline prices
rising and tourism declin-
ing, how can we make
money?" asked Siv Pech, a
58-year-old tuk-tuk driver
in Siem Reap, home to
Cambodia's centuries-old
Angkor Wat temple com-
plex.

stores gets more expenswe

Tourism is an economic
lifeline for many developing
nations. It contributes
nearly 13% of gross domes-
tic product in Thailand and
nearly 9% in Vietnam, and
it underpins millions of jobs
in Cambodia. Travelers
bring in much-needed for-
eign currency for import-
dependent economies such
as the Philippines and
Nepal.

Those tourism dollars

are more critical than ever
as war-driven spikes in oil
prices push up the cost of
fuel imports, especially for
parts of the world that re-
lied on the Strait of Hormuz
off Iran's coast as a conduit
for much of their oil and
gas.

The war will determine
which tourism businesses
can survive long enough to
benefit from the eventual
return of travelers, said Jit-
sai Santaputra of The Lan-
tau Group, an energy
industry consulting firm.
"This, happening within
five years of each other,
first the pandemic and now
the war, is horrible for the
tourism industry," she said.

Jet fuel shortages and
surging costs have led
many airlines to cut their
flights or re-adjust sched-
ules. European carriers
face a squeeze from similar

uring the Iran war jeopardize
depedent countries in Asia

issues.

Airspace closures
across the Persian Gulf
early in the war and the in-
termittent closures of cer-
tain Gulf airports cut off key
layover locations for Asia-
bound flights or forced
commercial airplanes to
take longer, costlier routes.

Sandra Awodele, a free-
lance travel writer in the
Washington area, often
plans year-round interna-
tional trips and hoped this
summer would finally be
the one she crossed Asia off
her bucket list.

In March, she began
planning a long-awaited va-
cation to Thailand, envi-
sioning one to two weeks of
exploring. Her plans hit a
wall when she checked air-
fares.

"I looked at flight op-
tions and that's where it
ended," Awodele said.
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Satwik-Chirag end title drought

with historic

SINGAPORE : India's star
men's doubles pair of
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty made history
on Sunday by becoming the
first Indian duo to win the
men's doubles title at the
Singapore Open.

They fought back from a
game down to defeat
Indonesia's Fajar Alfian and
Muhammad Shohibul Fikri
18-21, 21-17, 21-16 in the
final of the BWF Super 750
event.

The former world No. 1
pair made a strong comeback
in a match that lasted one
hour and 13 minutes. This
victory marked their first title
in two years and the ninth
World Tour crown of their
careers. It also marked their
third Super 750 title. This win
ended a frustrating period
where they had finished as
runners-up in four finals
since their last victory at the
Thailand Open in 2024.

Before the final, the Indian
pair trailed 1-2 in their head-
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to-head record against the
Indonesian team. They had
lost to them in the quarterfi-
nals of the Malaysia Open in
January. This history seemed
to weigh heavily in the open-
ing game as Alfian and Fikri

After heating Vinesh,
Meenakshi opens up on
mother's cancer hattle
and financial struggles

NEW DELHI : Wrestler Meenakshi Goyat has defended her
decision to challenge the outcome of the women's 53kg
final at the Asian Games selection trials, saying she was
dissatisfied with the verdict despite putting up a strong per-
formance in the bout against Antim Panghal, which she lost
by a narrow margin of 3-2. Meenakshi, whose complaint
has already been acknowledged by the Wrestling
Federation of India (WFI), said she believed she had wres-
tled well enough in the final and therefore sought a review
"l am not satisfied with the decision
because I felt I wrestled really well in that match. That is
why I raised a challenge. The matter will now go to the con-
cerned authorities and whatever decision comes after the
review, [ will accept it," Meenakshi told IANS. The 53kg cat-
egory emerged as one of the most talked-about events of
the trials, with Meenakshi first upsetting former World
Championship medallist Vinesh Phogat before losing to
Antim in the final. Reflecting on her victory over Vinesh,
Meenakshi said she was unaware until the trials that she
would get the opportunity to face one of India's most
accomplished wrestlers, though she had long hoped for
such a contest. "I did not know beforehand that I would be
wrestling Vinesh in the trials. But somewhere in my mind,
I always wanted to compete against her. When the bout
happened, I was fully confident,"
admitted that she made an error during the match that
allowed Vinesh to score points but was pleased with the
way she fought back. "At one point, I gave away points
because of my own mistake. But I made a comeback and
eventually won 6-4. I trusted my preparation and stayed
confident throughout the match,"
also opened up about the personal challenges that contin-
ue to shape her journey in the sport. Coming from a mod-
est background, Meenakshi revealed that her family has
been dealing with financial hardship while her mother is

of the decision.
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secured a narrow win.
However, Satwik and
Chirag responded like cham-
pions.
They raised their tempo
and took control of the longer
rallies. Their aggressive play

and better court coverage
began to trouble the world
No. 3 Indonesians. The
Indians leveled the contest by
winning the second game 21-
17.

With momentum on their

Singapore Open crown

side, the Indian duo kept their
intensity high in the final
game. Satwik and Chirag
pressured their opponents
with powerful smashes and
quick interceptions at the net.
They sealed the third game
21-16, completing a remark-
able turnaround.

The title capped a fantas-
tic week for the world No. 4
pair, who had previously
shocked reigning world
champions and top seeds Kim
Won Ho and Seo Seung Jae in
the semifinals to reach the
championship match.

The emotions were clear
once the winning point was
scored. Satwik and Chirag fell
to the court in celebration
before embracing. Satwik
then celebrated with a babhy-
themed gesture, while an
ecstatic Chirag jumped onto
his partner in joy. The pair
later danced on the court as
they enjoyed a long-awaited
return to the winner's podi-
um and a historic win in
Singapore.

French Open: Cirstea turns back the clock on
farewell tour, brushes past Wang to reach QF

PARIS : 17 years after first
breaking into the latter stages
of Roland Garros, Sorana
Cirstea returned to familiar
territory on Sunday, defeating
China's Xiyu Wang 6-3, 7-6(4)
to secure a place in the quar-
ter-finals and continue a
remarkable late-career
resurgence.

For a player preparing to
retire at the end of the sea-
son, the achievement repre-
sented another milestone in
what is becoming the most
memorable campaign of her
career. The Romanian 18th
seed arrived in Paris carrying
strong form and left Court
Suzanne-Lenglen with a third
Grand Slam quarter-final
appearance to her name, and
her first at the French Open
since 2009.

The contest was expected
to test Cirstea's consistency
against a dangerous qualifier
who had not dropped a set
throughout the tournament.
Instead, the Romanian's
experience proved decisive in
key moments as she con-
trolled long stretches of the
match before holding her
nerve when Wang mounted a
late challenge.

Cirstea established her
authority early. Using her
depth of shot and superior
court positioning, the 36-
year-old broke serve twice in
the opening set to race into a
commanding 5-1 lead. Wang,
whose season only resumed
in March after a lengthy
shoulder injury layoff, even-
tually settled into the contest
and recovered one of the
breaks to narrow the deficit.

The momentum shift,
however, proved temporary.
Cirstea quickly regrouped
and closed out the opening
set 6-3, ensuring that Wang's
revival never fully gathered

pace. The second set devel-
oped into a far tighter battle.

Once again, Cirstea
appeared headed for a com-
fortable finish after securing
two breaks and moving with-
in a game of victory at 5-2.
Yet Wang produced her best
tennis of the afternoon when
facing elimination, stringing
together an impressive run of
games to level the score at 5-
5 and suddenly place the
Romanian under pressure.

With the match threaten-
ing to slip into a deciding set,
Cirstea leaned on her vast
experience. She steadied her-
self in the closing stages, pro-
tected her serve and guided
the contest into a tiebreak.
There, the gulf in big-match
experience became increas-
ingly evident. While Wang
struggled to sustain her

momentum, Cirstea
remained composed, winning
the breaker 7-4 to seal victo-
ry after one hour and 55 min-
utes.

The result continues an
extraordinary season for the
Romanian veteran. Having
already broken into the
world's top 20 and claimed
the first victory of her career
over a reigning world No. 1
by defeating Aryna Sabalenka
in Rome, Cirstea has now
added another landmark
achievement to her farewell
campaign.

Still yet to drop a set in
Paris, she advances to the
quarter-finals, where she will
face either eighth seed Mirra
Andreeva or Switzerland's Jil
Teichmann, with a place in
the final four now within
touching distance.

French Open: Kostyuk ends Swiatek's
run to storm into maiden QF

PARIS : Marta Kostyuk deliv-
ered one of the biggest shocks
of this year's Roland Garros
on Sunday, dismantling four-
time champion Iga Swiatek in
straight sets to secure her
first French Open quarter-
final berth.

The Ukrainian, seeded
15th, produced a fearless dis-
play to overcome Swiatek 7-
5, 6-1, extending her remark-
able clay-court winning
streak to 16 matches and
ending the Pole's hopes of
another deep run in Paris.

For Kostyuk, the victory
represents another milestone
in a season that has trans-
formed her into one of the
most dangerous players on
clay. Having already captured
titles in Rouen and Madrid,
she now finds herself among
the final eight at Roland
Garros for the first time, and
just one win away from a
maiden Grand Slam semifi-
nal.

The contest initially
appeared to be following a
familiar script. Swiatek, a
four-time champion on the
Paris clay, settled into the
match with authority and
earned the opening break
midway through the first set
after a tactical baseline
exchange that exposed
Kostyuk's backhand side.
When the former world No. 1
moved ahead 5-4 with the
chance to serve out the set,
momentum seemed firmly in
her favour.

Instead, the match took a
dramatic  turn. Kostyuk
refused to allow the set to slip
away, immediately breaking
back before producing a

string of aggressive winners
that rattled her opponent.
With Swiatek serving to stay
in the set at 5-6, mounting
pressure began to show as a
pair of costly double faults
handed the initiative to the
Ukrainian. Kostyuk seized the
opportunity, firing a stunning
backhand winner to snatch
the opener.

That breakthrough shifted
the balance of the contest
completely. Although Swiatek
managed an early break in
the second set, she struggled
to establish any rhythm
behind her serve. Her first-
serve percentage dipped
below 50 percent and errors
continued to pile up as
Kostyuk increasingly dictated
play from the baseline.

The Ukrainian's confi-
dence soared as the match
progressed. She weathered a
lengthy service game to con-
solidate her advantage before
launching a decisive surge
that left Swiatek with no
route back into the contest.

Tyvler Fletcher replaces
injured Billy Gilmour in
Scotland's World Cup squad

EDINBURGH : Scotland have
drafted Manchester United
teenager Tyler Fletcher into
their FIFA World Cup 2026
squad after midfielder Billy
Gilmour was ruled out with a
knee injury sustained during
Saturday's 4-1 friendly victo-
ry over Curacao at Hampden
Park. Fletcher, 19, made his
senior international debut in
the same match, coming on
as a half-time substitute. The
midfielder was initially part
of Scotland's training group
and has now earned a place
in the final squad following
Gilmour's withdrawal.

The son of former
Scotland captain Darren
Fletcher, Tyler has enjoyed a
rapid rise in recent months.
Despite limited first-team
opportunities at Manchester
United, where he has made
two substitute appearances
this season, the youngster
has already featured twice
for the national side. His twin
brother, Jack Fletcher, repre-
sents England at youth level.

Gilmour, who plays for
Napoli, suffered the injury
during the opening half
against Curacao and was
subsequently ~ withdrawn

from the squad. The sethack
comes as a major blow for
Scotland ahead of the World
Cup, with the midfielder hav-
ing played a significant role
in the team's qualification
campaign.

"We regret to announce
that the knee injury sustained
by Billy Gilmour in today's
win over Curacao will rule
him out of participation in the
FIFA  World Cup 2026.
Everyone involved with the
Scotland Men's National
Team wishes Billy a speedy
recovery. He will now return
to his club, SSC Napoli, to
commence rehabilitation,"
the team said in an official
statement.

"I am devastated for Billy
because he has been an inte-
gral part of our World Cup
qualifying campaign. The
timing of this injury is so, so
cruel and we all feel for him.
He knows what we all think
of him as a footballer and a
person, and while no words
will give him any comfort
tonight, I am certain Billy will
have many major tourna-
ments ahead of him in the
future," head coach Steve
Clarke added.

Indian Open of Surfing: Sansatmnal double by Kamali Moorthy lights up final day

MANGALURU : Tamil Nadu's
gifted teenage surfer Kamali
Moorthy made a significant
mark by earning India's surf-
ing quota for the Asian Games
and achieving a notable dou-
ble victory. She won both the
Women's Open and Surfing
Juniors U-18 Girls titles at the
finals of the seventh Indian
Open of Surfing.

This prestigious event on
the national surfing schedule
also acts as a crucial selection
platform for India's team for
the 2026 Asian Games.
Additionally, Tamil Nadu's
Kishore Kumar claimed the
Men's Open title, while local
favourite Pradeep Pujar took
Karnataka's sole champi-
onship with a win in Surfing
Juniors U-18 Boys. Harish P
and Dhamayanthi Sriram also
won the new U-14 Boys
(Groms) and U-14 Girls
(Groms) categories, respec-
tively. The winners received
cash prizes, certificates, and
mementoes.

After the championship
concludes, the Indian surfing
team for Aichi-Nagoya 2026
will be selected based on
results from the Indian Open
of Surfing 2026, the inaugural

Andaman Little Pro 2026,
coaching camps, internation-
al event performances, and
overall rankings.

The championship was
organised by the Mantra Surf
Club and Surfing Swami
Foundation, under the
Surfing Federation of India. It
received support from the
Government of Karnataka
and the Karnataka Surfing
Association.  The  New
Mangalore Port Authority
was the title sponsor for the
third consecutive year, and
Cycle Pure Agarbatti and
Deconstruct Skincare joined
as Gold Sponsors.
Deconstruct also served as
the official SPF partner. Their
ongoing support highlights
the expanding institutional
and corporate investment in
India's surfing growth.

Kamali Moorthy defended
her title with an impressive
comeback, winning the
Women's Open category with
a score of 13.17. Sugar Shanti
Banarse finished close behind
in second place with 11.73,
and Shrishti Selvam came in
third with 8.50. As the two
favourites entering the final,
Kamali and Sugar delivered
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an exciting contest. Sugar
started strong with an early
wave, but Kamali, the defend-
ing champion and current
national series winner, stayed
composed and executed a
crucial scoring ride late in the
heat to take the lead and
secure her title.

Kishore Kumar, a teenage
talent from Tamil Nadu, met
expectations by winning the
Men's Open category with a
score of 15.20. In a highly

02g
competitive final, he beat
Ramesh Budihal (12.87),

Sivaraj Babu (11.90), and
Srikanth D (9.93). The deci-
sive heat showcased some of
the best surfers in the country
vying for top honours. While
Ramesh started strong with
two quality waves, Kishore
quickly responded with
impressive scores on his first
rides and kept his composure,
gradually extending his lead.
Sivaraj aggressively chased

the title with daring moves
but couldn't land them clean-
ly, ultimately finishing third.

After clinching the Men's
Open title, Kishore Kumar
said, "Winning the Men's
Open title at such an impor-
tant championship is a very
special feeling. With the Asian
Games on the horizon, I look
forward to the team selection
process and will stay focused
on representing India to the
best of my abhility."

The home crowd cheered
loudly as local favourite
Pradeep Pujar delivered an
outstanding performance to
win the Surfing Juniors 18
&amp; Under Male title and
earn the host state's only
championship trophy. His sec-
ond-to-last wave, featuring
bold manoeuvres and execut-
ed with confidence, was the
highlight of the final, boosting
his lead and ending with a
score of 12.17. Tamil Nadu's
Tayin Arun put up a strong
fight throughout the heat, fin-
ishing second with 11.26
points, while Prahlad Sriram
took third with 9.50.

Pradeep Pujar said,
"Winning my first national
championship title, especially

in front of my home crowd, is
an incredible feeling and a
moment [ will always cherish.
The competition was very
tough, and all the finalists
pushed each other to perform
at their best. I would like to
thank my coach, the Surfing
Swami Foundation, my family
and everyone who has sup-
ported me throughout my
journey". Fresh from her suc-
cess in the Women's Open
category, Kamali Moorthy
achieved a championship
double by winning the Surfing
Juniors U-18 Girls final with a
dominant performance.
Kamali took the lead early on
with a series of powerful rides
and maintained her advan-
tage, ending with a winning
score of 14.83. Saanvi Hegde
from Karnataka excited local
supporters by securing sec-
ond place with 5.67 points,
while Aadya Singh came in
third with 2.73 points.
Kamali, after completing
her double, said, "I'm thrilled
to have won both the
Women's Open and U-18 Girls
titles at the Indian Open of
Surfing 2026. 1 would like to
thank the Surfing Federation
of India, the organisers, spon-

sors and everyone involved
for putting together such a
fantastic event.
Congratulations to all the
winners and competitors who
pushed the level of competi-
tion so high. With the Asian
Games selection process
approaching, I'm excited for
what's ahead and will contin-
ue working hard to earn my
place in Team India."

The newly introduced
Surfing Juniors U-14 Boys
(Groms) and U-14 Girls
(Groms) categories show-
cased India's emerging surf-
ing talent. In the boys' divi-
sion, Harish P dominated the
final with 17.23 points, finish-
ing comfortably ahead of
Sheik Davudh S (12.97) and
Prahlad Sriram (8.40). In the
girls' division, Dhamayanthi
Sriram delivered a composed
performance to claim the top
spot with 10.50 points, fol-
lowed by Arabolu Nethra
(8.13) and Sanvita Kundar
(5.54). The inaugural U-14
events highlighted the depth
of young talent in Indian surf-
ing, with the winners stand-
ing out for their consistency,
smart wave selection, and
high-scoring rides.

Powerful forehands, clean
ball-striking and relentless
court coverage allowed
Kostyuk to reel off six consec-
utive games. By the closing
stages, the momentum had
become overwhelming, with
the 22-year-old striking win-
ners from both wings while
forcing repeated mistakes
from a visibly frustrated
Swiatek.

The statistics reflected the
one-sided finish. Swiatek
managed just 13 winners
while committing 39 unforced
errors, a combination that
proved impossible to over-
come against an opponent
playing with supreme confi-
dence. Kostyuk finished the
afternoon having recorded
her first victory over Swiatek
in four meetings and one of
the most significant wins of
her career. The reward is a
place in the Roland Garros
quarter-finals, where she will
face either Belinda Bencic or
fellow  Ukrainian  Elina
Svitolina.

1800 ATHLETES GATHER
IN GANDHINAGAR FOR
THE 4TH PAFI NATIONAL
ARMWRESTLING & PARA
ARMWRESTLING
CHAMPIONSHIP

GANDHINAGAR : The 4th
National ~Armwrestling
&amp; Para Armwrestling
Championship com-
menced at the Rashtriya
Raksha University,
Gandhinagar, bringing
together over 1,800 ath-
letes from across the
country in one of the
largest Armwrestling
competitions in India.

Organised by the
Armwrestling Sports
Association Gujarat with
the leadership of
President Rajendrasinh
Parmar and Treasurer
Mayank Patel, under the
aegis of the People's
Armwrestling Federation
India (PAFI), the four-day
championship will run
from May 30 to June 1 and
features competitions
across male and female
sub junior, junior, senior,
youth, para, master across
various weight categories.
Athletes from multiple
states have assembled at
the university campus,
where all participants are
being accommodated
throughout the duration of
the event.

The championship also
serves as a platform for
several leading stars of
the Pro Panja League to
lock horns again, who are
representing their respec-
tive states and competing
for national honours.

The Athletes who win
the top two positions
across categories here will
qualify for the World

ArmWrestling &amp;
ParaArmwrestling
Championship taking

place in New Delhi from
October 29-November 7th
2026. The most exciting
category has turned out to
be the 90kgs senior men
with several Pro Panja
League atheletes like
Denic Lalruattluanaga,
Tawheed Shaikh, Dara
Singh Handa, Asker Ali,
Pranjit Saikia, Satnam
Singh and Pramod Mukhi
all  vying for the
Championship medals and
a chance to represent
India at the World
Championships. Speaking
on the occasion, Preeti
Jhangiani, President of the
People's  Armwrestling
Federation India (PAFI)
and vice president of the
Asian Armwrestling
Federation (AAF) said.
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