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335 suspected 
infiltrators lodged 

in 11 holding 
centres in Bengal

 Detailed 'Annapurna' form meant to ensure 
benefits reach Indian citizens: Agnimitra Paul

Kolkata Police upgrades riot-control 
gear to control mob better

Bengal leather industry apprehends raw 
material shortage for strict slaughter norms

Security forces fire tear 
gas shells to disperse 
protestors in Manipur

Odisha alerts border districts on 
possible influx of Bangladeshi infiltrators

SC permits wrestler Vinesh Phogat to 
participate in Asian Games trials

MI News Service, Kolkata:    
Senior West Bengal minis-
ter Agnimitra Paul defended 
the detailed 12-page appli-
cation form for the newly 
announced 'Annapurna Yo-
jana', a direct cash transfer 
scheme for women, saying 
the state government wants 
to ensure that the benefits of 
welfare programmes reach 
only genuine Indian citizens.

The lengthy form, which 
requires women beneficia-
ries to provide detailed in-
formation about every family 
member, has drawn criticism 
from several quarters, with 
some alleging that excessive 
documentation could exclude 
genuine beneficiaries.

Reacting to the criticism, 
Paul hit out at the Trinamool 
Congress, saying the BJP 
government would not allow 
non-citizens to avail bene-
fits under state-run welfare 
schemes.

“Does the TMC think the 
BJP government will give 

benefits to Rohingyas and 
Bangladeshis who are stand-
ing in long queues near the 
Bangladesh border? We do 
not want to extend the An-
napurna Yojana or any other 
government scheme to people 
who are not Indian citizens. 
This is our money, your mon-
ey, the public’s money. Natu-
rally, we need complete infor-
mation,” Paul told reporters 
on Friday.

The minister of women and 
child development and social 

welfare further said the BJP 
did not need “lessons” from 
the TMC, accusing the party 
of misleading the people of 
Bengal for the last 15 years.

Under the ‘Annapurna 
Bhandar’ scheme, the BJP 
government will provide Rs 
3,000 per month to each eli-
gible woman in the state.

The BJP had promised in 
its election manifesto to intro-
duce the ‘Annapurna Bhan-
dar’, replacing the erstwhile 
Mamata Banerjee govern-

ment’s ‘Lakshmir Bhandar’.
Under the ‘Lakshmir Bhan-

dar’ scheme, women in the 
general category used to get 
Rs 1,500 per month, and Rs 
1,700 for the SC/ST category.

The minister also an-
nounced that the state gov-
ernment would introduce 
stringent waste-related pen-
alties across the state from 
September 1 in an effort to 
improve urban cleanliness.

Under the new rules, peo-
ple found littering roads, spit-
ting, throwing pan masala 
residue, or discarding plastic 
packets and garbage in public 
places will face fines and pos-
sible legal action, she said.

“For the last 15 years, 
we have seen that garbage 
across Bengal has not been 
properly cleaned. But we 
must ensure that we do not 
litter the roads and open ar-
eas. We will implement the 
Act, which is already there, 
and fine people who litter 
roads and streets,” she said.

Police will be entrusted to 
enforce the rules, Paul said, 
adding that the government 
has also made it mandato-
ry for all public and private 
buses to keep waste bags or 
dustbins inside vehicles to 
prevent passengers from lit-
tering.

It was also learnt that the 
state government is also pre-
paring to roll out a ‘Swachh 
App’ to strengthen waste 
management and civic clean-
liness. The application will be 
introduced on a pilot basis in 
10 municipalities on May 30.

Through the app, residents 
will be able to access informa-
tion related to municipal clean-
liness regulations and directly 
lodge complaints by uploading 
photographs of garbage accu-
mulated in public areas.

The government has ad-
ditionally decided to install 
dustbins at every 100-metre 
interval across city roads for 
the convenience of pedestri-
ans, the minister said.

MI News Service, Kolkata:    With 
a view to improving its operation-
al efficiency in cases of emergency 
situation, the new BJP government 
in West Bengal has decided to im-
plement  a comprehensive over-
haul of Kolkata Police's riot-control 
and law-and-order equipment on 
urgent basis, with plans to procure 
gear matching the standards used 
by Delhi Police, CRPF and other 
central armed police forces.

Informing this a senior police of-
ficial said on Friday that the move 
comes  after eight police personnel, 
including officers, were injured in 
stone-pelting during an unautho-
rised public gathering in the Park 
Circus area on May 18.

The issue was raised during 
Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari's 
first visit to the Kolkata Police 
headquarters at Lalbazar on May 
26, where he held a meeting with 
senior police officers after visiting 
the injured.

“Kolkata Police have decided to 
review and upgrade their anti-riot 

equipment used in tackling law-
and-order situations in the city, 
bringing it on par with that used by 
Delhi Police and central forces”.

A five-member committee, led 
by joint commissioner (moderni-
sation) Nilanjan Biswas, has been 
formed to compare the equipment 
available with Kolkata Police and 
that used by other forces, and to 
make recommendations for mod-
ernisation of riot-control gear.

Over the years, the equipment 
and gadgets used by the 170-year-
old Kolkata Police force have un-
dergone several changes. “Earlier 
canes and heavy bamboo sticks 
were used as lathis. Now, polycar-
bonate canes have replaced them,” 
said a senior officer.

Sources in Lalbazar said Chief 
minister Suvendu Adhikari in-
structed officers to upgrade an-
ti-riot gear during his first visit to 
the city police headquarters earlier 
this week.

Anti-riot gear includes helmets, 
lathis, shields, body gear, tear gas, 

rubber bullets, dye markers and 
water cannons.

According to Kolkata Police 
sources, several traditional items 
are in the process of being phased 
out. “Earlier there were steel hel-
mets. Now we use three types of 
helmets. Two are lightweight fibre 
helmets that can be worn for long 
hours. Steel helmets are also used 
at times but are being gradually 
phased out,” said an officer.

Sources said Kolkata Police have 
also upgraded their non-lethal 
arms and now use “Agni Varsha” 
for tear gas deployment. “It is a 
six-chambered gun that allows offi-
cers to fire up to six tear gas shells. 
It has replaced single-barrel guns 
that could fire only one shell,” said 
an officer.

Kolkata Police also use anti-ri-
ot body gear comprising shoulder 
guards, chest guards, groin guards, 
forearm and shin guards, along 
with helmets fitted with transpar-
ent visors.

MI News Service, Kolkata:    The already 
dwindling leather industry in West Bengal 
is apprehensive of a massive  raw material 
shortage soon, as strict enforcement of animal 
slaughter regulations by the new BJP state 
government is set to disrupt supplies of cow 
and buffalo hides, traders said.

The impact is likely to be visible after Eid 
al-Adha, traditionally a peak season for hide 
availability, as Muslim clerics claimed that 
cow sacrifice during the Eid celebrations in 
the state on Thursday dropped to “negligible 
levels” under the stringent regulations, which 
the community chose to abide by.

Indian Leather Products Association (ILPA) 
president Md Azhar said the raw material 
shortage could worsen the situation for the in-
dustry, an already stressed sector facing weak 
global demand and logistical disruptions be-
cause of West Asia crisis.

“This is not only about Bakrid. The concern 
is over stricter regulations on cattle slaughter-
ing and sale and purchase of cows and buffa-
loes, which will impact overall hide availabil-
ity,” Azhar said.

Traditionally, after Eid al-Adha, hides are 
available in abundance because a large num-
ber of cows and buffaloes are slaughtered 
during the occasion, he said, adding that such 
supplies support the tanning industry for 
months.

Under the stricter regulatory regime and 
enforcement of the West Bengal Animal 
Slaughter Control Act 1950, the authorities 
have intensified checks on cattle transporta-
tion, documentation and slaughter practices, 
while the sale and purchase of cows and buf-
faloes are being closely monitored, industry 
sources said.

Cow and buffalo hides are extensively used 
by Kolkata’s leather industry, which processes 
millions of square feet of leather annually and 
manufactures a wide range of export-oriented 

leather goods.
Cow hides are generally preferred for pre-

mium leather products such as garments, 
wallets and handbags because of their finer 
texture, while buffalo hides are mainly used 
for durable footwear, industrial leather and 
saddlery items.

The Bengal leather industry is estimated 
to have an annual turnover of Rs 23,000- 
Rs25,000 crore, including exports worth 
around Rs 10,000 crore, according to the 
stakeholders.

“Prices of hides will increase, aggravating 
problems when the sector is already reeling 
under margin pressure and lower exports due 
to the US tariff imposition, the Iran conflict 
and the Strait of Hormuz-related shipping dis-
ruptions,” Azhar said.

The Hormuz crisis is leading to lower con-
tainer availability, he said, adding that de-
mand is “weak and the biggest concern now 
is protecting workers’ livelihoods”.

According to Azhar, around 6-7 lakh work-
ers are directly or indirectly dependent on the 
leather industry in and around Kolkata.

India imports nearly 50 per cent of its hide 
requirement, and any decline in supply from 
West Bengal — one of the country’s major 
leather hubs — would further increase depen-
dence on overseas raw material shipment, he 
said.

Leather Exports Council Chairman Ramesh 
Kumar Juneja acknowledged that the avail-
ability of leather raw material in the state 
would decline due to the cattle slaughter 
regulations, but said the industry will have to 
obey the law of the land.

“There will be some reduction in local 
availability of hides, but the situation can be 
managed through imports. Industry already 
imports about 50 per cent of its requirements, 
as domestic supply is not adequate. Imports 
will increase, but there will be no crisis for 
production,” Juneja emphasised.

He said hides could be sourced from coun-
tries such as New Zealand, Australia and 
parts of the Middle East.

“There is also no issue with shipments from 
New Zealand and Australia as those routes do 
not involve the troubled Strait of Hormuz,” 
Juneja added.

Kolkata’s leather cluster, centred around 
the Bantala Leather Complex, is among the 
country’s major processing hubs and exports 

MI News Service, Kolkata:  In ac-
cordance with its “detect, delete 
and deport” policy, the West Ben-
gal government has so far set up 
11 holding centres for suspected 
illegal immigrants from mainly 
Bangladesh, and housed 335 de-
tainees there at present.

Informing this official sources 
said on Friday that Basirhat in 
North 24 Parganas district, bor-
dering Bangladesh, accounts for 
the largest number of detainees 
suspected to be either Bangla-
deshis or Rohingyas from Myan-
mar.

They said "Till now, 11 hold-
ing centres have been opened in 
different parts of the state. Some 
of these are functioning under 
police districts, while others are 
operating at the district level".

A notification by the Home and 
Hill Affairs Department of the 
State government cited guide-
lines issued by the Ministry of 
Home Affairs. “Enclosed please 
find the letter under reference 
regarding the procedure to be 
followed for deportation of Ban-
gladeshi/Rohingyas apprehend-
ed for staying illegally in this 
country. In this connection, it is 
requested to take initiative/ap-
propriate action for setting up 
of Holding Centres in the district 
for apprehended foreigners as 
well as for the released foreign 
prisoners awaiting deportation/
repatriation in accordance with 
the MHA guideline under refer-
ence,” the notification issued on 
May 23, stated.

The development comes days 
after Chief Minister Suvendu 
Adhikari said that his govern-
ment would follow a new policy 
of “detect, delete and deport” 
while dealing with “illegal infil-
trators”.

“Those not covered under the 
CAA [Citizenship (Amendment) 
Act] are completely illegal infil-
trators. The State police will ar-
rest them and hand them over to 
the BSF. The BSF will hold talks 
with the Border Guard Bangla-
desh (BDR) and  subsequently 
deport them. This means a policy 
of detect, delete and deport,” the 
Chief Minister had said .

Last year in May, the Union 
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) 
directed all States and Union 
Territories to identify and ver-
ify illegal immigrants from  

MI News Service, Imphal:  In order 
to prevent violence, Security forc-
es fired several rounds of tear gas 
shells to disperse protestors who 
had blocked National Highway 
202 in Manipur's Ukhrul district 
on Friday, officials said.

People from Shangkai village, 
who were enforcing a shutdown 
in their area to protest the alleged 
holding of 14 community mem-
bers hostage by Naga groups, had 
blocked part of the vital highway 
from Imphal to Ukhrul district 
headquarters.

At least five women sustained 
minor injuries during the incident 
and were given first aid treatment 
by security forces, they said.

The  demonstrators blocked the 
key Imphal-Ukhrul highway using 
heavy stone boulders and tree 
trunks, disrupting the movement 
of essential goods and security 
personnel heading to Ukhrul dis-
trict headquarters.

The blockade comes amid 
heightened tensions following 
a call by Kuki Inpi Manipur, the 
apex body of Kuki tribes in the 
state, for an indefinite shutdown 
across Kuki-inhabited areas. The 

protest was organised over the 
alleged continued captivity of 14 
Kuki community members by 
Naga groups.

The unrest traces back to May 
13, when more than 38 people 
were reportedly abducted and 
held hostage by armed groups in 
Kangpokpi and Senapati districts, 
hours after three church leaders 
were killed in an ambush in Kang-
pokpi district.

So far, 31 hostages, including 
12 Naga women and 16 Kukis, 
have been released. However, six 
Naga men remain unaccounted 
for, with their whereabouts still 
remaining unknown.

Kuki Inpi Manipur has main-
tained that 14 members of the 
Kuki community continue to be 
held captive by Naga groups.

Meanwhile , A joint team of the 
Manipur Police, CRPF and Assam 
Rifles have arrested four people 
for their alleged involvement in 
the abduction of six Naga civil-
ians, who are believed to be still 
held hostage amid simmering 
tensions in the ethnic-conflict hit 
state.

According to police, the four 
men were arrested from the 
stretch between P Molding and 
Leilon Vaiphei inter-village road 
in the Kangpokpi district on Mon-
day.

The arrested persons were 
identified as Thangkhomang 
Khongsai (51), Seikholet Khongsai 
(40), Lunminthang Dimngel (27) 
and Kamgoulal Khongsai (30).

Police said the four are sus-
pected to be active members of 
armed village volunteer groups 
operating in the district and may 
have been involved in anti-social 
activities such as extortion, crim-
inal intimidation, and illegal pos-
session of arms and ammunition.

"The role of the apprehended 
individuals in the abduction of six 
persons is suspected and will be 
ascertained during the course of 
investigation," a police statement 
said, adding that further investi-
gation is underway.

Several people were alleged-
ly abducted and taken hostage 
by armed groups in Kangpokpi 
and Senapati districts on May 13, 
hours after three church leaders 
were killed in an ambush.

The Kuki Inpi Manipur, the 
apex body of the Kuki tribes in the 
state, claimed that 14 members of 
the community are also being held 
hostage by Naga groups.

MI News Service, Bhubaneswar: 
All Odisha   districts sharing bor-
der with West Bengal have been 
alerted  about the possible influx 
of Bangladeshi infiltrators from 
the neighbouring state, as the 
Suvendu Adhikari administration 
has adopted the "detect, delete 
and deport" policy.

The Odisha government's di-
rectives to the authorities of Bal-
asore and Mayurbhanj districts 
bordering West Bengal were 
issued after a large number of 
Bangladeshi nationals were seen 
gathering at the Hakimpur check-
point in North 24 Parganas dis-
trict's Basirhat sub-division.

"Since the suspected Bangla-
deshi infiltrators have started 
movement within West Bengal, 
there is a possibility of their entry 
into Odisha. Therefore, we are on 
alert and taking required measures 
to prevent any such move," DIG 
(Eastern Range), Pinak Mishra said.

Amid an intensified crackdown 
on illegal Bangladeshi immigrants 
in different parts of the country, 
Odisha has gone on high alert 
over fears of possible infiltration 
through the West Bengal border 
and coastal routes.

Security agencies and the state 
police have stepped up surveil-
lance in border and coastal dis-
tricts following reports that ille-
gal immigrants entering through 
West Bengal may attempt to move 
into Odisha. The state government 
has reportedly directed district 

administrations and law enforce-
ment agencies to remain vigilant 
and strengthen monitoring mech-
anisms in sensitive regions.

Border districts such as Bal-
asore and Mayurbhanj are con-
sidered vulnerable due to their 
proximity to West Bengal, while 
coastal areas of Kendrapara have 
also emerged as areas of concern. 
Officials fear that weak coastal 
surveillance and porous entry 
points could be exploited by infil-
trators to enter the state through 
sea routes or other unnoticed 
channels.

Sources said security agen-
cies are maintaining strict vigil 
on transport hubs, rented ac-
commodations and suspicious 
movements in vulnerable pock-
ets. Intelligence inputs regarding 
possible movement of infiltrators 
towards Odisha have further 
prompted authorities to tighten 
security arrangements.

Last year, several suspected il-
legal immigrants were identified 
and deported from the state fol-
lowing verification drives. Odisha 
Law Minister has already made 
it clear that illegal infiltrators 
will not be spared and strict ac-
tion will continue against those 
staying in the state without valid 
documents.

The development comes at a 
time when nationwide efforts are 
being intensified to identify and 
deport illegal foreign nationals re-
siding in India.

MI News Service, New Delhi: In 
what could be termed as a land-
mark judgement after a long le-
gal battle, the Supreme Court on 
Friday permitted wrestler Vinesh 
Phogat to participate in the selec-
tion trials to be held on May 30 
and 31 for the Asian Games 2026.

A bench of Justices P S Nara-
simha and Alok Aradhe passed the order while hearing a plea filed 
by the Wrestling Federation of India (WFI) challenging the Delhi High 
Court order allowing Phogat to participate in the 

Tree uprooted on the motor cycle at Dharmotala on Friday. � PIC : Prabir Bhattacharya

Minister Agnimitra Paul

West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari chaired a meeting of principal census officers at the state 
secretariat Nabanna on Friday.
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BJP Leader Roopa Ganguly paid her last respects to filmmaker Anik Dutta at New Theatres Studio in Tollygunge.

MI News Service, Kolkata :
Keeping the memories of
literary and cultural icons
alive through their time-
less creations has always
been a cherished endeav-
our of Bani Chakra. Con-
tinuing that tradition, this

reputed cultural institute
organised a special pro-
gramme to celebrate the
127th birth anniversary of
Kazi Nazrul Islam at Uttam
Mancha in South Kolkata.

The evening show-
cased memorable cre-

ations of Nazrul through
music, dance and recita-
tion performed by the stu-
dents of the institution
under the guidance of
their trainers. Musical di-
rection for the Nazrulgeeti
performances was led by
Indrani Sen, Susmita
Goswami, Arup Mukher-
jee, Manasi Saha, Kakoli
Pal and Bimal Naskar. The
dance segment was con-
ducted by Nibedita Sarkar,
Mahasweta Majumdar
Gupta, Rini Roy and
Mayuri Banerjee, while
recitation direction was
handled by Mom Dey.
Filled with melody, rhythm
and poetry, the pro-
gramme turned into a
heartfelt tribute to the en-
during legacy of Nazrul.

Bani Chakra's Celebrates Rhythms of Nazrul

MI News Service, Nadia : Amid increasing
administrative efforts across West Bengal
to prevent illegal infiltration from
Bangladesh, a holding centre has been
set up under the Krishnanagar Police Dis-
trict in Nadia. According to administra-
tive sources, one detained illegal
Bangladeshi infiltrator has already been
kept there.

For the time being, the centre has
been temporarily opened in a room be-
longing to the Bhimpur Gram Panchayat
under Bhimpur police station in Krish-
nanagar-I block in Nadia district. Officials
said there are plans to develop a commu-
nity hall in Bhimpur into a permanent
holding centre in the future.

However, as renovation work of the
community hall has not yet been com-
pleted, a two-bed room under the Gram
Panchayat building has currently been
brought under CCTV surveillance and
converted into a holding centre. Once the
community hall is ready, it will be for-
mally handed over to the administration.

Administrative sources said the per-
son currently being kept there has been
identified as Anamul Haque. He allegedly

admitted that his home is in Bangladesh.
It has been claimed that he entered India
unintentionally through the Dinajpur bor-
der area during a storm. After wandering
around various railway stations and ad-
joining areas for nearly a month, he was
eventually detained. Following adminis-
trative procedures, he was later shifted to
the holding centre.

Bhimpur Gram Panchayat chief Puja
Das Mondal said that the administration
had requested a room from the Pan-
chayat and it was provided accordingly.
She also confirmed that a Bangladeshi
national is being kept there. However, she
added that any further action regarding
the detainee would be entirely the admin-
istration’s decision.

MI News Service, Nadia : In
a significant anti-crime op-
eration near the India-
Bangladesh border,
Krishnaganj police arrested
a man with a large quantity
of illegal liquor during a
special raid at Joyghata
field in Nadia district.

Police sources identi-
fied the accused as Sanjay
Biswas, a resident of
Joyghata under Krishna-
ganj police station limits.
Acting on specific intelli-
gence inputs, a special po-
lice team conducted a
late-night operation in the

area, which has reportedly
been under surveillance for
illegal liquor-related activi-
ties for some time.

According to investiga-
tors, the accused attempted
to escape after noticing the
police presence. However,
officers chased and de-
tained him before he could
flee. During the subsequent
search, police recovered
two large bags containing a
total of 40 liquor bottles -
including 20 bottles of
country liquor and 20 bot-
tles of foreign liquor.

The seized liquor was

confiscated and the ac-
cused was taken to Krish-
naganj police station for
further interrogation. Po-
lice officials said the inves-
tigation is now focused on
identifying the supply
chain, possible distribution
networks, and whether
more individuals are linked
to the alleged illegal liquor
trade operating in the bor-
der region.

The accused was later
produced before the Krish-
nanagar district court. Offi-
cials stated that intensified
surveillance and regular
surprise raids will continue
across sensitive border-ad-
jacent areas to curb illegal
activities, including smug-
gling and unauthorized
liquor trading.

Police sources further
indicated that border
policing and anti-crime en-
forcement have been
strengthened in recent
weeks as part of a broader
effort to improve law and
order across vulnerable
regions of the district.

Border crackdown in Nadia: Police seize 
40 liquor bottles, arrest one in Joyghata

Holding Centre opened in Nadia, illegal Bangladeshi infiltrator kept there

MI News Service, Kharag-
pur : Amid the scorching
summer heat, a water dis-
tribution programme
along with a cleanliness
drive was organised at
Veem Chowk under Ward
No. 11 on Friday. The ini-
tiative was undertaken to
provide relief to pedestri-
ans, daily commuters and
local residents struggling
due to rising tempera-
tures.During the pro-
gramme, volunteers
distributed cold drinking
water among passersby
and urged people to stay
hydrated during the in-
tense heatwave conditions.
Along with the “Jal Dan”
initiative, a cleanliness
campaign was also carried
out in and around the lo-
cality to spread awareness
about maintaining hygiene
and keeping public areas
clean.BJP District Secre-
tary Manoj Dey was pres-

ent during the programme
and appreciated the efforts
of the local volunteers and
organisers for coming for-
ward in public service dur-
ing the summer season. He
said that social service ac-
tivities such as water dis-
tribution and cleanliness
awareness are essential
for the welfare of the com-
munity.

Several BJP local
workers and social ac-
tivists actively participated
in the programme, includ-

ing Babloo Chalak, Tanu
Das, Rahul Chatterjee and
Kush Sinha. The organis-
ers stated that similar pub-
lic welfare activities would
continue in the coming
days to help residents dur-
ing the summer.The initia-
tive received appreciation
from local residents and
commuters, many of
whom praised the organis-
ers for arranging drinking
water facilities and con-
ducting the cleanliness
campaign simultaneously.

Water Distribution and Cleanliness Drive 
Organised at Veem Chowk in Ward No. 11

Nurul Islam Khan :MI News Service, Kolkata: In a politically
charged atmosphere marked by fear over alleged eviction
drives, voter list exclusions, and mounting economic dis-
tress, Kolkata High Court lawyer and CPI(M) leader
Shatarup Ghosh made a sudden visit to the Tafsia region
ahead of Eid-ul-Azha, reaching out to distressed residents
and assuring legal support to affected families.

Addressing gatherings across the area, Ghosh conveyed
Eid greetings to local residents and declared that the Left
leadership would stand beside people facing administrative
pressure and uncertainty. He alleged that “years of corrup-
tion and administrative failure under the previous regime”
had pushed large sections of poor and marginalised families
into deep hardship. The visit comes at a time when tension
has been escalating in several pockets over allegations that
names of ordinary citizens were removed from voter lists
under the ongoing SIR process. Ghosh claimed that many
residents had become victims of a “planned exclusion” and
announced that legal assistance would be provided free of
cost to those seeking restoration of their voting rights.

Residents also voiced concern over alleged demolition
fears and pressure surrounding cattle sacrifice during Eid-
ul-Azha, issues that have reportedly triggered widespread
mental stress among vulnerable families in the locality.
Against this backdrop, CPI(M)-linked legal teams, led by
senior advocate Bikash Ranjan Bhattacharya along with a
group of associated lawyers, intensified legal intervention
efforts on the ground.

Fear, Bulldozers, Voter List Row:
Topsia Sees Massive Public Rush

Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee Seva Samiti on Saturday felic-
itated the newly elected Members of the Legislative Assem-
bly (MLAs). Special honours were bestowed upon
distinguished politician and Pro-tem Speaker Tapas Roy, who
was presented with a symbolic replica of Jhalmuri. The
event also honoured MLAs Bijay Ojha, Sajal Ghosh, Arjun
Singh and Purnima Chakraborty, along with several other
dignitaries. The ceremony was held at 18 Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose Road.

MI News Service, Purulia:
Ananda Marga Pracharak
Samgha has organized a
three  day Ananda Marga
Dharma Maha Sammelan at
Ananda Nagar in Purulia
district. The program began
with singing of Prabhat
Samgiita, Kiirtan and collec-
tive meditation. Acharya
Vikashananda Avadhuta de-
livered speech on Shrii Shrii
Anandamurtijii's  contribu-

tion to Matter, Energy and
the Mystery of Conscious-
ness. Speaking on the occa-
sion he said what we call
matter — whether an atom,
a molecule, a mountain, a
river, or the human body —
is ultimately nothing but
condensed energy. Matter is
not an independent and
eternal substance; it is sim-
ply energy existing in a com-
pact and organized form.

Ananda Marga Pracharak Samgha organ-
izes a three-day Dharma Maha Sammelan

MI News Service, Bolpur:
CID detectives on Thursday
visited the Bolpur residence
of Trinamool Congress MLA
Chandranath Sinha as part
of a widening probe into dis-
puted signatures on a reso-
lution naming the Leader of
the Opposition, officials and
party sources said. 

The raid came amid a
broader door‑to‑door verifi-
cation exercise that also in-
cluded the homes of MLAs
Naina Banerjee
(Chowrangi), Harul Islam
(Canning East) and, accord-
ing to sources, Kunal Ghosh
(Beleghata).

Investigators arrived at
Sinha’s Nayek Para bunga-
low to determine whether a
signature attributed to him
on the resolution was au-
thentic. Sinha, who was not
at home when officers first
called, criticized the manner
of the inquiry while declin-
ing to confirm whether he
had signed the document.
"Instead of creating this
drama, the Chief Minister, in
her capacity as secretary of
the Assembly, could simply
have convened the MLAs

and asked who wished to
nominate Shobhandev as
Leader of the Opposition,"
he said. "It was wrong to
make a case and throw peo-
ple into confusion." The
controversy traces back to
the assembly election re-
sults announced on May 4,
after which the Trinamool
Congress was officially
recognised as the principal
opposition. A meeting of
newly elected party legisla-
tors at Mamata Banerjee’s
Kalighat residence on May 6
produced a unanimous
nomination of senior party
leader Shobhandev Chatter-

jee for the post. Doubts later
surfaced over the authentic-
ity of several MLAs’ signa-
tures on the formal
resolution forwarded to the
Assembly Secretariat,
prompting the Principal
Secretary to file a complaint
and seek CID intervention.
Officials said the CID is con-
ducting meticulous verifica-
tion, interviewing MLAs and
collecting documentary and
forensic evidence to estab-
lish the provenance of sig-
natures. "We are following
all procedural avenues to
ascertain whether any sig-
natures were forged and

will act on evidence," a sen-
ior investigating officer said,
declining further comment.
The probe has heightened
tensions within the party
and raised questions about
procedural transparency in
the formalisation of legisla-
tive roles. Trinamool leaders
have voiced frustration at
the public unfolding of the
inquiry, warning that proce-
dural irregularities could
tarnish institutional norms.
Legal experts noted that the
outcome of forensic hand-
writing analysis and witness
testimony will be pivotal. If
discrepancies are con-
firmed, the case could trig-
ger disciplinary and legal
consequences for those in-
volved, and may prompt
fresh scrutiny of Assembly
secretariat processes.

The CID’s verification
drive continues, with inves-
tigators expected to ques-
tion additional legislators
and review records. Mean-
while, Chandranath Sinha’s
refusal to clarify his signa-
ture status adds another
layer of uncertainty as the
inquiry proceeds

"Chandranath in Spotlight as CID Probes Resolution"

"Night of Eid, Dawn
of Suspicion: Mur-
shidabad on Edge"
MI News Service, Murshid-
abad: A tightly contested
inquiry is under way in
Domkal after the body of
24‑year‑old Anwar Sheikh
was found hanging in a
field adjacent to his
in‑laws’ house in Khamar-
mati early Friday, prompt-
ing family claims that the
young man was murdered
rather than having taken
his own life.

Police recovered the
body on Friday morning
after local residents alerted
authorities. The deceased,
a resident of Sripatipur
under Domkal police sta-
tion, had visited his in‑
laws on Thursday to cele-
brate Eid, relatives said.
He spent the day at the
house in Khamarmati
under Hariharpara police
station; by dawn the next
day his lifeless body was
discovered in the neigh-
bouring field. Family mem-
bers have vehemently
rejected the possibility of
suicide. "Anwar was not
the type to take his own
life," said a close relative,
requesting anonymity. "He
celebrated Eid with the
family the previous day.
There is no reason for him
to end his life." Relatives
and neighbours pointed to
injuries and the circum-
stances of the hanging as
inconsistent with a self‑ in-
flicted death, and have de-
manded an exhaustive
probe. Law enforcement
officials confirmed that the
body has been sent for au-
topsy and that a formal in-
quest has begun. Senior
officers at the scene ac-
knowledged that several
questions remain unan-
swered and said forensic
evidence and the
post‑mortem report will be
crucial to establish the
cause of death. "We are
treating this as a suspi-
cious death and will pursue
all leads," an investigating
officer said, adding that the
probe will include witness
interviews, forensic analy-
sis, and review of mobile
and CCTV records where
available. Police further re-
ported that members of the
deceased’s in‑ laws’ house-
hold are currently untrace-
able and listed as
absconding; a search oper-
ation has been launched to
locate them. Investigators
have not yet disclosed
whether any arrests have
been made or whether
there were prior domestic
disputes. The case has trig-
gered tension in Domkal,
where residents gathered
at the scene demanding
swift justice and transpar-
ent investigations. Local
civic leaders called for
calm while insisting that
authorities act promptly to
resolve the matter and as-
suage public concern.
Legal and mental‑ health
experts cautioned against
premature conclusions,
urging that determinations
be made only after forensic
and medical evidence are
examined. Still, the family’s
allegations of foul play
have intensified pressure
on investigators to deliver
quick, conclusive findings.
The autopsy and subse-
quent forensic reports are
expected to shape the next
phase of the inquiry.

Two Thai women arrested at Indo-Nepal border
MI News Service, Siliguri:
Two women from Thai-
land were arrested at the
Indo-Nepal border in Pan-
itanki under Kharibari po-
lice station area for
allegedly attempting to
enter Nepal using fake im-
migration stamps. Another
person was later arrested
in connection with the
case.

According to reports,
SSB personnel checked the
documents of the two
women while they were
attempting to cross the
border on Thursday. Dur-
ing verification, irregular-
ities were noticed in the

immigration stamps on
their documents.

After cross-checking
with the immigration de-
partment present at the
border, officials reportedly
found that no such stamps
had been officially issued
in those names.

The two women were
subsequently handed over
to Kharibari Police on
charges of forging govern-
ment immigration stamps
and attempting to cross
the border illegally. The
arrested women have
been identified as Pim-
chanok Ketla and Chintara
Buddhafong, both resi-

dents of Thailand.
Police sources said the

driver of the four-wheeler
that was transporting the
women towards Bhadra-
pur fled from the spot,
raising further suspicion.
However, during investiga-
tion, police later arrested
the driver, identified as
Kuldeep Sharma.

Police are currently
searching for another indi-
vidual linked to the case.
Investigators are also try-
ing to determine why fake
immigration stamps were
allegedly used despite the
women reportedly pos-
sessing valid documents.

MI News Service, North 24
Pargana: A Trinamool
worker has been accused of
attacking a youth for attend-
ing a BJP victory rally. The
youth was allegedly beaten
up with a sharp weapon.
Based on this allegation, the
police have arrested the ac-
cused Trinamool worker in
Bagda, North 24 Parganas.
The name of the victim is
Bhupen Haldar. He is a BJP
worker. He was at the BJP's
victory rally in Bagda’s  Ba-
jitpur and raised slogans on
the microphone. It is alleged
that in anger, local Tri-
namool worker Kaushik
Modak attacked him.

BJP worker attacked 
in Bagda, one arrested 

MI News Service, Kolkata :
Narayana Group of
Schools, West Bengal, has
unveiled a distinguished
coaching panel featuring
football icons Jose Bar-
reto, Alvito D’Cunha,
Mehtab Hossain, and
renowned Grandmaster
Dibyendu Barua. High-
lighting the institution’s vi-
sion, CEO Ms. Priyanka

Mukherjee said, “True ed-
ucation goes far beyond
the classroom. We are
building an ecosystem
where champions are
made on the field, on the
board, and in life.” The
initiative underscores
Narayana’s focus on holis-
tic growth through sports,
strategy, and academic ex-
cellence.

Narayana Group of Schools, West Bengal Brings
Together Sporting Legends to Inspire Future Champions
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MI News Service, Kolkata: 
West Bengal Chief Minister 
Suvendu Adhikari on Friday 
expressed serious concerns 
over alleged demographic 
changes in the state due to 
illegal infiltration across the 
international border, stress-
ing that the upcoming digital 
census would play a crucial 
role in identifying undocu-
mented residents.

Addressing a press con-
ference at Nabanna, the 
Chief Minister said the state’s 
nearly 600-kilometre in-
ternational border had re-
mained “largely unprotected” 
during the tenure of the pre-
vious government, allowing 
large-scale infiltration from 
Bangladesh over the years. 
According to him, this un-
checked movement of peo-
ple significantly altered the 
demographic composition in 
several border districts.

The state is set to begin the 
census process from June 1, 
marking the first time the ex-
ercise will be conducted digi-
tally in West Bengal as part of 
the Census 2027 programme. 
Ahead of the exercise, 
Adhikari claimed that many 
undocumented Bangladeshi 
nationals are now attempting 
to leave the country fearing 
detection during the enumer-
ation process.

“You can already see that 

many Bangladeshis are flee-
ing because of the census. 
Those currently staying in 
holding centres will not be 
able to produce valid docu-
ments,” the Chief Minister 
said during the briefing.

The issue of illegal infil-
tration and demographic 
imbalance has repeatedly 
been highlighted by senior 
BJP leaders during political 
campaigns in Bengal. Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah has 
on several occasions warned 
that infiltration in border re-
gions poses a major threat to 
national security. Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi has also 
referred to the issue in multi-
ple public speeches.

Following the change in 
government in the state, the 
administration has report-
edly intensified efforts to se-
cure border areas and curb 
illegal entry into the country. 

Authorities have also imple-
mented stricter measures 
against undocumented mi-
grants. Under the revised 
enforcement mechanism, in-
dividuals identified as illegal 
Bangladeshi nationals will 
allegedly be handed directly 
to the Border Security Force 
instead of being produced in 
court, before being pushed 
back across the border.

Reports of growing 
crowds near several border 
points, including Hakim-
pur, have surfaced in recent 
weeks, with many allegedly 
attempting to return to Ban-
gladesh. Against this back-
drop, the Chief Minister’s 
remarks on demographic 
transformation ahead of the 
census are being viewed as 
politically and administra-
tively significant.

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
The 6th edition of ASSO-
CHAM HealthMeet and Excel-
lence Awards 2026 was held 
in Kolkata on Thursday with 
the theme “The Future of 
Health: Human Centered AI.” 
Addressing the event, Indra-
nil Khan said West Bengal is 
set to witness a major trans-
formation in the healthcare 
sector soon. He highlighted 
the state’s growing potential 
in health-tech entrepreneur-
ship, pharmaceutical innova-
tion and AI-driven healthcare 
research.

Dr. Khan assured that 
beneficiaries would soon be 
brought under Ayushman 
Bharat and issued ABHA 
cards. He stressed that pa-
tient care in both public and 
private hospitals should re-
main above political inter-
ests.

Debarshi Duttagupta 
stressed the need for indus-
try and government collabo-
ration to improve healthcare 
delivery through AI. Sombra-
ta Roy highlighted Bengal’s 
legacy in medical education 
and innovation. Industry 

perspectives were shared by 
AbanisNayak, Ajay Swaroop 
and RupaliBasu. AvijitDhar 
said healthcare transforma-
tion would depend on inte-
grating technology with hu-
man-centred care systems.

Industry leaders and 
healthcare experts also dis-
cussed the growing role of 
AI in improving healthcare 
delivery, accessibility and 
medical decision-making. A 
knowledge report titled “AI 
in Healthcare – From Instinct 
to Inference” was also re-
leased during the event.

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
The Bengal BJP has claimed 
that dairy giant Amul is set 
to invest nearly ₹650 crore in 
West Bengal, raising hopes of 
a fresh industrial push in the 
state following the recent po-
litical change in government.

For years, the previous 
Trinamool Congress admin-
istration organised the Ben-
gal Global Business Summit 
with promises of large-scale 
industrial development and 
investment. However, critics 
often alleged that those an-
nouncements failed to trans-
late into substantial industri-
al growth on the ground.

Soon after the change in 
power, Bengal BJP president 
Samik Bhattacharya had 
claimed that the new govern-
ment would deliver “visible 
industrial progress” with-

in 100 days. Within days of 
that statement, BJP leaders 
began highlighting a ma-
jor proposed investment by 
Amul through social media 
campaigns.

According to posts shared 
by the BJP’s official social me-
dia handles and several par-
ty leaders, Amul is planning 
its first fully-owned dairy 
plant in West Bengal with an 
investment of around ₹650 
crore. The proposed project 
is expected to strengthen the 
state’s dairy infrastructure 
and generate significant em-
ployment opportunities.

The state government, 
however, has not yet made 
any official announcement 
regarding the investment 
proposal.

State minister Dilip Ghosh 
said more investments are 

likely to come to Bengal in 
the near future. He claimed 
that investors from Dubai, 
London, Singapore, as well 
as Delhi and Mumbai, have 
shown interest in investing in 
the state.

Referring to a recent visit 
to Haringhata, Dilip Ghosh 
alleged severe mismanage-
ment in the dairy sector. He 
also criticised the condition 
of Mother Dairy operations in 
the state, claiming that milk 
production had sharply de-
clined from nearly six lakh li-
tres earlier to around 30,000 
litres now.

The minister further ac-
cused leaders of the previous 
government of corruption 
and mismanagement, alleg-
ing that years of neglect had 
weakened Bengal’s industrial 
and dairy infrastructure.

MI News Service, Kolkata: A 
powerful spell of thunderstorm 
accompanied by heavy rain and 
gusty winds swept across Kolk-
ata and several districts of South 
Bengal on Friday afternoon, 
bringing much-needed relief 
from the intense summer heat 
while simultaneously causing 
widespread disruption across 
the city and adjoining areas.

Dark clouds engulfed the Kol-
kata sky shortly after noon, turn-
ing daytime conditions almost 
evening-like as intense rain, 
thunder and lightning lashed the 
metropolis. The India Meteoro-
logical Department had already 
forecast a strong Kalbaisakhi 
storm, and by afternoon the city 
witnessed violent winds blowing 
at speeds of nearly 70-80 kmph 
in several areas.

While residents welcomed the 
sudden drop in temperature af-
ter days of sweltering heat, the 
storm left behind a trail of de-
struction. Several incidents of 
trees collapsing were reported 
from different parts of the city, 
leading to injuries, traffic dis-
ruptions and damage to vehicles 
and public property.

One of the most serious in-
cidents took place near Indira 
Bhavan in Salt Lake, where a 
massive tree suddenly crashed 
onto a four-wheeler parked on 
the roadside during the storm. 
The impact badly damaged the 

vehicle. The same tree also fell 
on a bike used by a delivery app 
rider who was travelling from 
the CGO Complex area towards 
Indira Bhavan.

The bike rider and pillion 
passenger sustained serious in-
juries in the incident, triggering 
panic among bystanders. Local 
residents immediately rushed to 
rescue the injured persons and 
shifted them to Bidhannagar 
Sub-Divisional Hospital for treat-
ment. Fortunately, no one was 
inside the four-wheeler when 
the tree collapsed, preventing a 
major tragedy.

Another similar incident was 
reported near RabindraSarobar, 
where a tree fell on a moving 
car carrying a couple. The oc-
cupants narrowly escaped and 
later claimed they managed to 
come out of the damaged vehicle 
by cutting away branches them-
selves.

The storm also severely af-
fected operations at Netaji Sub-
has Chandra Bose International 
Airport. Airport authorities said 
both arrival and departure of 
flights remained suspended for 
more than an hour because of 
the extreme weather conditions 
and water accumulation on sec-
tions of the airstrip. Officials 
added that flight services would 
resume only after conditions im-
proved.

Heavy rain and gusty winds 

also lashed neighbouring dis-
tricts including Howrah and 
Hooghly. Visibility dropped 
sharply in several places, forcing 
motorists to switch on headlights 
during the afternoon.

The storm damaged multiple 
hoardings and banners across 
the city, while reports of water-
logging emerged from several 
low-lying areas. Personnel from 
the Kolkata Municipal Corpora-
tion and state disaster manage-
ment teams were deployed with 
tree cutters and heavy machin-
ery to clear blocked roads and 
restore normal traffic move-
ment.

Amid the deteriorating weath-
er conditions, the Alipore weath-
er office issued a red alert for six 
districts of South Bengal, warn-
ing of further thunderstorms, 
heavy rain and strong winds 
over the next several hours.

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
: In a major initiative aimed at 
improving menstrual hygiene 
and ensuring better facilities 
for schoolgirls, the West Ben-
gal government led by Chief 
Minister SuvenduAdhikari has 
decided to install sanitary nap-
kin vending machines in girls’ 
schools across the state.

The announcement was 
made recently on the occasion 
of International Menstrual Hy-
giene Day and has been widely 
welcomed by educationists, 
parents and women’s rights 
activists. The initiative is in-
tended to ensure that girls do 

not face difficulties attending 
school during menstruation 
and can continue their educa-
tion without interruption.

State Women and Child 
Welfare Minister Agnimitra 
Paul said the BJP government 
is committed to improving the 
safety, comfort and dignity of 
women and girls in schools, 
colleges and workplaces.

According to the minister, 
a detailed blueprint for the 
project has already been pre-
pared. She said Union Urban 
Development Minister Mano-
har LalKhattar is scheduled to 
visit Kolkata on May 30, when 

the development proposal will 
formally be presented to him.

Agnimitra Paul further 
stated that every girls’ school 
in the state would gradual-
ly be equipped with sanitary 
napkin vending machines. In 
addition, aspirational toilets 
for both boys and girls will 
be developed in schools with 
improved water supply, hand-
wash facilities and better san-
itation infrastructure.

The state government is 
also planning to install san-
itary napkin dispenser ma-
chines and pad incinerators 
at public places across cities 

and towns. The incinerators 
will help in the safe disposal 
of used sanitary pads while 
reducing environmental pol-
lution.

The move comes after re-
cent surveys indicated that 
nearly 75 per cent of women 
face difficulties when menstru-
ation begins unexpectedly out-
side their homes and sanitary 
pads are not easily available. 
Keeping this concern in mind, 
the government now aims to 
make menstrual hygiene prod-
ucts more accessible in educa-
tional institutions and public 
spaces across West Bengal.

Continued from Pg 1: Ban-
gladesh and Myanmar (Ro-
hingyas) within 30 days. The 
guidelines also required local 
administrations to set up dis-
trict-level holding centres and 
capture biometrics for imme-
diate deportation.

Several migrant workers 
from West Bengal were de-
tained in other States on sus-
picion of being Bangladeshi 
nationals, and some were also 
pushed into Bangladesh.

Ahead of the 2026 West 
Bengal Assembly elections, the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
leadership ran a campaign to 
deport “illegal infiltrators” and 
fence the borders with Ban-
gladesh if voted to power. The 

party had accused the previ-
ous Trinamool Congress gov-
ernment of not providing land 
to erect fences along the West 
Bengal-Bangladesh border.

West Bengal shares a 
2,216-km border with Ban-
gladesh, of which about 550 
km remains unfenced. The 
BJP-led government in the 
State recently handed over 
land to the BSF for 27-km 
fencing along the border.

Aftercoming to power the 
new  state government direct-
ed all district magistrates to 
set up holding centres for sus-
pected illegal foreigners and 
foreign prisoners awaiting 
deportation or repatriation 
in line with Ministry of Home 

Affairs (MHA) guidelines. Ac-
cordingly all districts have 
been asked to take necessary 
steps for housing individuals 
identified as staying illegally 
in the country, including those 
who have completed prison 
sentences and are awaiting 
deportation. The directive in-
structs authorities to act as 
per the MHA framework on 
deportation and repatriation 
procedures for Bangladeshi 
nationals and Rohingyas 
found residing illegally in In-
dia.

The move is expected to 
bolster surveillance and im-
prove security infrastructure 
along the sensitive interna-
tional border. 

Continued from Pg 1: A senior 
officer said dye markers, also in 
use by the city police, are effec-
tive in controlling crowds.

“Dye grenades are hurled 
at rioting mobs. The grenade 
bursts in the air and the colour 
lands on people below. The dye 
has a composition that stays for 
at least seven days. Those in-
volved in unlawful activities get 
marked,” said the officer.

The device was earlier used 
when BJP supporters attempt-
ed to march towards the state 
secretariat Nabanna during 
Mamata Banerjee’s tenure 

Continued from Pg 1: leather 
garments, bags, wallets, foot-
wear and saddlery products.

However, the leather sec-
tor in West Bengal has al-
ready been facing multiple 
headwinds, including slowing 
global demand, rising com-
pliance costs and geopolitical 
uncertainties impacting freight 
movement and export orders, 
industry stakeholders said. Ex-
ports from the sector have de-
clined in recent months due to 
these geopolitical headwinds.

Continued from Pg 1: selection 
trials.

"Today at this stage, the High 
court having passed the order, 
the hope and expectations have 
risen. To tell her to go back 
home and we can't do anything, 
will not be proper. We are very 
bold in telling you this," the 
bench told the counsel appear-
ing for the WFI.

During the hearing, the apex 
court observed that it would not 
be appropriate to deny the wres-
tler an opportunity after the 
high court had already granted 
relief.

The Supreme Court has now 
listed the matter for further 
hearing next week.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: Rashmi Group 
has announced a massive 
₹35,000 crore investment 
plan in West Bengal across 
steel, power and mining sec-
tors. The expansion, spread 
across Purulia, Paschim-
Bardhaman, Birbhum, Jhar-
gram and PaschimMedinipur, 
is expected to create nearly 
50,000 jobs. The group will 
invest over ₹30,000 crore 
in steel manufacturing ex-
pansion and another ₹5,000 
crore in coal mining projects, 
strengthening Bengal’s in-
dustrial growth and employ-
ment opportunities

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: The Calcutta High 
Court on Friday ordered status 
quo on the demolition of alleged 
illegal constructions in Tiljala, 
providing temporary relief to 
residents and petitioners chal-
lenging the state government’s 
bulldozer action.

Justice ShampaDutt Paul 
directed that the views of the 
petitioners and tenants must be 
heard within the next 30 days. 
The court further stated that the 
matter would now be taken up 
by a regular bench for further 
hearing.

Even before coming to pow-
er, Chief Minister Suvendu-
Adhikari had repeatedly spoken 
about taking “bulldozer action” 
against illegal constructions. 
Following the recent Tiljala fire 
incident, the Chief Minister di-
rected authorities to disconnect 
electricity and water supply to 
unauthorised buildings across 
the city.

Subsequently, demolition 
drives were carried out in Tiljala 
and several other areas, trigger-
ing legal challenges in the High 
Court. Earlier too, the court had 
stayed demolition of some dis-
puted structures.

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
77th Convocation Ceremony 
for students of the Interna-
tional Centre at the Indian 
Statistical Institute (ISI) was 
held at its main campus in 
Baranagar on Thursday. 
During this ceremony, a to-

tal of 18 successful students 
from across the country were 
awarded diploma certificates 
in Statistics: Theory and Ap-
plications. Among these dis-
tinguished graduates, six 
were women. Students from 
Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Myan-

mar, and Sri Lanka completed 
this course. The event fea-
tured former Chairman and 
Professor Bimal Kumar Roy as 
the keynote speaker, alongside 
ISI Director Ayanendra Nath 
Basu and other distinguished 
dignitaries of the institute.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: Residents of 4 No. 
RustamjiParsi Road near 
Tala Tank in Ward 6 have 
finally received a permanent 
drinking water facility after 
allegedly remaining deprived 
of the service for more than 
three decades. Despite be-
ing located adjacent to one 
of Kolkata’s key water sup-
ply zones, locals claimed no 
lasting arrangement had 
been made during the past 
31 years. According to local 
sources, the issue was re-
solved within just three days 
with the active cooperation 
of the Kolkata Municipal 
Corporation. Residents ex-
pressed relief and welcomed 
the civic initiative aimed at 
improving essential public 
services in the area.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata: The South 24 
Parganas district admin-
istration has written to 
the West Bengal Trans-
port Corporation seeking 
the introduction of new 
government bus services 
connecting interior Be-
hala with Sealdah and 
Howrah stations. The pro-
posal, based on a request 
by the MLA of BehalaPas-
chim, recommends routes 
from Parnasree to Seal-
dah and Shakuntala Park 
to Howrah via Esplanade 
to improve connectivity 
and employment opportu-
nities.

The memorandum also 
highlighted the poor con-
dition of several import-
ant roads, including the 
Chowrasta-Shibrampur 
stretch, Biren Roy Road 
and roads in Bakultala, 
demanding urgent repairs 
before the monsoon sea-
son.

Concerns were also 
raised over the deterio-
rating state of Vidyasagar 
State General Hospital, 
with demands to upgrade 
it into a superspeciality 
hospital equipped with 
modern infrastructure 
and adequate medical 
staff.

Additionally, the pro-
posal sought immediate 
improvement of NH-12 
(Diamond Harbour Road), 
citing traffic congestion, 
illegal encroachments and 
dangerous road condi-
tions affecting daily com-
muters across BehalaPa-
schim.

MI News Service, Kolk-
ata: Scottish Church College 
on Friday inaugurated the 
newly reconstructed Ogilvie 
Building, blending its his-
toric legacy with modern 
educational infrastructure. 
The inauguration was con-
ducted by Paritosh Canning. 

Originally established as 
the Ogilvie Hostel in 1915, 
the building has now been 
transformed into a modern 
academic complex featuring 
smart classrooms, seminar 
halls, a computer lab, library 
and incubation centre. Prin-
cipal Madhumanjari Mandal 
said the new facility would 
help accommodate expand-
ing academic programmes 
under the National Educa-
tion Policy while preserving 
the institution’s architec-
tural heritage and historic 
identity.
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“West Bengal set to witness a revolution in the health sector very soon”: Dr. Indranil Khan, MLA of West Bengal

The severe squall disrupted traffic and caused flooding across multiple thoroughfares in Kolkata on  Friday.

A massive thunderstorm and heavy rain lashed the city in the afternoon, bringing down a large tree near the MLA Hostel on Park Street in Kolkata on Friday.

Suvendu Raises Alarm Over 
Demographic Shift Ahead of Census

ASSOCHAM Health Meet Focuses 
on AI-Driven Healthcare Future

Severe Thunderstorm Batters Kolkata, Flights 
Hit and Several Injured as Trees Collapse

Amul Plans Rs 650 Cr Investment in Bengal

ISI’s 77th Convocation Ceremony held in city

State Govt Plans Sanitary Napkin 
Vending Machines in Girls’ Schools

Kolkata Police upgrades

Cal HC Orders Status Quo 
on Tiljala Demolitions

Bengal leather industry

Vinesh Phogat

Rashmi Group 
Announces Rs 

35,000 Cr Investment 

Tala Tank Area 
Gets Permanent 

Water Supply

Proposal Sent for 
Bus Connectivity 

and Infra Revamp in 
Behala Paschim

Scottish Church 
College Inaugurates 

Refurbished 
Ogilvie Building

335 suspected infiltrators lodged in 11 holding centres in Bengal
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Name Change
I, Mohammed Ismail (old name), S/o
Haji Ramzan Ali, residing at 24/1/1,
Ripon Street (Muzaffar Ahmed
Street), P.O.- Park Street, Kolkata-
700016, West Bengal, do hereby de-
clare that I have changed my name
from Mohammed Ismail (Old Name)
to Md Ismail (New Name) and
henceforth I shall be known as Md
Ismail (new name) in all purpose,
vide affidavit sworn before the No-
tary Public at Kolkata, vide an Affi-
davit dated 29/05/2026. Md Ismail
(New Name) and Mohammed Ismail
(Old Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Sahurjan Bibi (old name), W/o Sira-
jul Islam, residing at Vill- Naipukur,
P.O.- Rajarhat, P.S.- Rajarhat, Dist.-
North 24 Parganas, Pin- 700135,
West Bengal, do hereby declare that I
have changed my name from Sahur-
jan Bibi (Old Name) to Saharjan Bibi
(New Name) and henceforth I shall be
known as Saharjan Bibi (new name)
in all purpose, vide affidavit sworn
before the Notary Public at Kolkata,
vide an Affidavit dated 29/05/2026.
Saharjan Bibi (New Name) and
Sahurjan Bibi (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ramesh Saha (old name), S/o Jiten-
dra Nath Saha, residing at Hatiara,
Near Video Hall Purbasha Abasan,
South Hatiara, Dist.- North 24 Par-
ganas, Pin- 700157, West Bengal, do
hereby declare that I have changed my
name from Ramesh Saha (Old Name)
to Ramesh Chandra Saha (New Name)
and henceforth I shall be known as
Ramesh Chandra Saha (new name) in
all purpose, vide affidavit sworn before
the Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an
Affidavit dated 29/05/2026. Ramesh
Chandra Saha (New Name) and
Ramesh Saha (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Indraraj Chakroborty (old name), S/o
Kartick Chakrabarty, residing at 390 P.
Majumder Road, Kolkata -700078,
West Bengal, do hereby declare that I
have changed my name from Indraraj
Chakroborty (Old Name) to Indraraj
chakrabarty (New Name) and hence-
forth I shall be known as Indraraj
chakrabarty (new name) in all pur-
pose, vide affidavit sworn before the
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an Affi-
davit dated 29/05/2026. Indraraj
chakrabarty (New Name) and Indraraj
Chakroborty (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

MI News Service, Kolkata,
May 29, 2026 : In an effort
to further strengthen the
safety system of Indian
Railways, Director General
(Safety), Railway Board,
Hitendra Malhotra, carried
out a detailed safety in-
spection of the Kharagpur
Division under South East-
ern Railway on
Friday.During the visit, he
conducted a window trail-
ing inspection from
Santragachi to Kharagpur
and reviewed railway op-
erations, tracks, signalling
systems and other safety
arrangements.After reach-
ing Kharagpur, the DG
(Safety) inspected the Crew
Lobby, SPARME unit and
Track Depot. During the
inspection, a thorough re-
view of various safety-re-
lated operational
procedures, maintenance
standards and prepared-
ness of field units was con-
ducted. Officials were also
instructed to maintain con-
tinuous vigilance and en-
sure further improvement
in safety standards.Rail-
way Board Executive Di-
rector (Safety/S&T) Balbir
Singh Yadava was also
present during the inspec-

tion programme. Several
senior officials from South
Eastern Railway Head-
quarters accompanied the
team, including the Princi-
pal Chief Electrical Engi-
neer, Chief Track Engineer,
Chief Electrical Distribu-
tion Engineer and Chief
Signal & Telecommunica-
tion Engineer. Divisional
officers of Kharagpur Divi-
sion were also present
throughout the inspec-
tion.During the pro-
gramme, Balbir Singh
Yadava also inspected the
Route Relay Interlocking
(RRI) system at Kharagpur
Railway Station. The in-
spection focused on evalu-
ating station safety,
signalling systems and op-

erational efficiency.Later, a
detailed review meeting
was held at the DRM Con-
ference Hall in Kharagpur.
DRM Kharagpur Lalit
Mohan Pandey and all de-
partmental officers at-
tended the meeting.
During the session, a de-
tailed presentation on the
division’s safety achieve-
ments and various safety
initiatives was made be-
fore the senior Railway
Board officials.According
to railway authorities, the
main objective of the visit
was to make railway safety
measures more effective,
improve operational effi-
ciency and ensure safe and
reliable train services for
passengers.

Major Safety Inspection Conducted in Kharagpur Railway 
Division, DG (Safety) Reviews Operations and Preparedness Eastern Railways Speeds Ahead: Malda Division 

Set for a Mega Passenger Amenity Makeover
MI News Service, Kolkata,
29 May. 26 : Imagine step-
ping off a train, weary from
travel, only to find a state-
of-the-art AC lounge wait-
ing to welcome you, a fully
stocked modern medical
store at your fingertips, and
premium, cozy retiring
rooms that feel more like a
boutique hotel than a tran-
sit stop. For years, railway
stations were viewed
merely as transit points—
places where passengers
waited out their hours on
standard benches, hoping
their smartphones wouldn't
run out of battery before the
next train arrived. Finding
high-quality retail options,
sudden medical supplies, or
a genuinely comfortable
space to unwind during a
long layover often meant
venturing far outside the
station gates. Not anymore.
In a massive leap toward
shifting the travel experi-
ence from "endurable" to
"enjoyable," Indian Rail-
ways' Malda Division has
officially awarded five

major new commercial con-
tracts via e-auction. This
transformative upgrade is
being executed under the
visionary leadership of Gen-
eral Manager Shri Milind
Deouskar and driven for-
ward by the dynamic on-
ground execution of DRM
Malda, Shri Manish Kumar
Gupta. Together, they are
redefining passenger com-
fort, bringing urban con-
veniences directly to the
platform.

This big blueprint bal-
ances essential healthcare,
lifestyle, and digital connec-
tivity, raking in a cumulative
annual license fee of
₹22,64,102/- and generat-
ing a staggering total ap-
proximate contractual value
of ₹1,80,47,156/- for the
railways. Among these
major changes is the com-
prehensive modernization
of the Retiring Room and
Dormitory at Malda Town
Station to bring ultimate
comfort and leisure to trav-
elers during their journey.
At the same time, passen-

gers looking to escape the
heat can look forward to a
brand new, climate-con-
trolled AC Waiting Lounge
at New Farakka Station for
absolute relaxation. Every-
day convenience is also get-
ting a massive boost at
Malda Town Station with a
premium Retail Store oper-
ating to bring everyday es-
sentials closer to
commuters. Healthcare is
being placed front and cen-
ter as well, with a dedicated
Medical Store coming to
Malda Town Station to offer
absolute peace of mind,

safety, and instant medical
access for all travelers. Fi-
nally, to ensure travelers
never lose touch with their
loved ones or compromise
on transit safety, a new dig-
ital Mobile Store is being in-
troduced at Malda Town
Station for continuous con-
nectivity.

The impact of these up-
grades on passengers will
be immediate and pro-
found, entirely prioritizing
convenience and secure
travel. Instead of navigating
crowds to find basic ameni-
ties, travelers at Malda

Town and New Farakka
stations can now walk into
well-lit, professionally man-
aged spaces. Families can
relax in the cool comfort of
the AC lounge, patients or
senior citizens can get ur-
gent medication without
ever leaving the terminal,
and tech-reliant travelers
can instantly fix a broken
charger or grab a gadget
accessory before boarding
their train. By leveraging
transparent e-auctions,
Malda Division isn't just
generating substantial rev-
enue to reinvest into the rail
network; they are curating
a safe ecosystem where the
passenger's time is re-
spected, valued, and ele-
vated.

"Our continuous en-
deavor is to transform rail-
way stations from mere
boarding points into vi-
brant, world-class lifestyle
hubs that prioritize passen-
ger happiness and conven-
ience at every step," stated
Chief Public Relations Offi-
cer, Shri Shibram Majhi.

MI News Service, Kolkata,
29 May. 26 : For inclusion
of new zone (South Coast
Railway) & new Division
(Rayagada Division) in PRS
system, Passenger Reser-
vation System (PRS) down-
time activity has been
planned on the intervening
night from 23:45 hrs. of
31.05.2026 to 02:30 hrs. of
01.06.2026. During this
period Kolkata PRS system
will not be available for
Charting, Current Booking,
Internet Booking as well as
Enquiries.

MI News Service, Kolkata,
29 May. 26 : Railway has
decided to continue the
service of special train be-
tween Deoghar &
Saraigarh as per its exist-
ing path, stoppages & tim-
ings. 05573 Saraigarh  –
Deoghar special & 05574
Deoghar – Saraigarh Spe-
cial train will leave daily
from Saraigarh & Deoghar
respectively from
01.06.2026 to 15.07.2026
(45 trips each).

MI News Service, Kolkata,
29 May. 26 : Sealdah Divi-
sion of Eastern Railway
successfully convened
140th Divisional Railway
Users Consultative Commit-
tee (DRUCC) meeting today.
The meeting, held at Ra-
bindra Sabha Kakshya,
Sealdah, was chaired by Di-
visional Railway Manager,
Sealdah, Sri Rajeev Saxena,
anchored by Sri Sunil Kr.
Mahala, Sr.DCM/Sealdah
and witnessed active partic-
ipation from Divisional Rail-
way officers and DRUCC
members.

The members highly
praised the One stop solu-
tion App “RailOne” and
suggested to publicise this
app in massive scale. They
also suggested regarding
intensified ticket checking
drive across the division to
stop the revenue leakage of
Railways.

One of the representa-
tive of DRUCC members
from West Bengal
Govt.(State Transport
Dept.) assured that State
Administration will extend
every possible support for
the benefit of passengers.

The 140th DRUCC
Meeting facilitated valuable
discussions on various
achievements, ongoing de-

velopmental projects, and
passenger-related concerns
within Sealdah Division.

DRM/Sealdah along
with the officers listened to
all the concerns raised by
the DRUCC members and
updated them about the
improvements that took
place over Sealdah division
for the welfare of the pas-
sengers.

The meeting also ad-
dressed the crucial initia-
tive of

(a)     Introducing 40
new suburban train serv-
ices in entire division.

(b)     Introducing 5 AC
local Services in Sealdah-
Krishnanagar and Sealdah-
Bangaon section.

(c)      3 new mail/ex-
press (Jalpaiguri Road
Humsafar Express,
Kolkata-Sairang Express &
Sealdah Banaras Amrit
Bharat Express) have been
introduced in last one year.

(d)     Extension of 11
suburban services.

(e)     Completion of
Kalyani Ghoshpara Station
as Amrit Bharat Station.

(f)      Modern inte-
grated Toilet Complex at
Kalyani Station.

(g)      Opening of Pra-
fulla Dwar to ease of pas-
senger movement at
Sealdah North Station.

Beyond these major
projects, the meeting also
included detailed discus-

sions on various other on-
going and planned works
related to passenger
amenities. Total no. of
works sanctioned in the
year 2025-26 is 56
amounting to Rs. 571.85
Cr. These included Com-
missioning of 40 new
FOBs, 20 new Booking Of-
fice, Illumination, Platform
raising, Platform Exten-
sion, Platform shed,  pro-
viding CIB and TIB,
improvements to waiting
rooms, sanitation facilities,
drinking water provisions,
better signage, and en-
hanced security measures
across various stations
within the Division.

While speaking on this
meeting, Divisional Rail-
way Manager, Sealdah Sri
Rajeev Saxena reiterated
the division’s commitment
to providing a comfortable
and convenient travel ex-
perience for all passen-
gers. Sri Saxena also
ensured them that their is-
sues will be taken up and
necessary steps would be
taken to resolve them at
the earliest if found feasi-
ble and adhering to Rail-
way Board’s guidelines
and requested the DRUCC
members to provide feed-
back on the same.

Sealdah Division conducted 140th Divisional Railway
Users Consultative Committee (DRUCC) meetingKolkata, May 29, 2026 : Public Sector Oil

Marketing Companies — Indian Oil Corpo-
ration Limited, Bharat Petroleum Corpora-
tion Limited, and Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Limited — have confirmed that
stocks of Petrol, Diesel, and Liquefied Petro-
leum Gas (LPG) are fully adequate and
being supplied without any interruption
across West Bengal

All retail outlets, LPG distributors, ter-
minals, and depots are operating normally.
The fuel supply chain remains robust, with
replenishment cycles running on schedule
at all storage and distribution points across
the State. Domestic LPG consumers can ex-
pect continued regular deliveries through
their respective distributors. Home delivery
of LPG cylinders is proceeding as usual, and
consumers may book refills through stan-
dard channels — by phone, app, or online

portal — without any need to visit distribu-
tor premises. Petrol and Diesel are also
available normally across all Retail Outlets.

The Oil Industry is maintaining active
coordination across logistics, transporta-
tion, and retail networks to ensure that no
disruption occurs at any point in the supply
chain. Stock levels are being monitored on
a real-time basis by all three Oil Marketing
Companies.

Consumers are advised to purchase fuel
and book LPG refills as per their require-
ments and refrain from panic buying or
stockpiling, as adequate quantities are
available for all. The public is urged to rely
solely on official communications from Oil
Marketing Companies and government au-
thorities for accurate information on fuel
availability, and to disregard unverified re-
ports or rumours.

Oil Marketing Companies Confirm Smooth Fuel Supply; 
Adequate Stocks Available Across West Bengal

Passenger
Reservation

System Down-
time Activity

MI News Service, New
Delhi: Indian officials inves-
tigating last year's deadly
Air India crash are prepar-
ing an interim report rather
than a final one ahead of
the anniversary of the Boe-
ing 787 accident that killed
260 people, said a person
with direct knowledge of
the matter. The interim re-
port from India's Aircraft
Accident Investigation Bu-
reau (AAIB) will be "more
comprehensive" than the
preliminary report put out
last July and will examine
possible primary causes
and other contributing fac-
tors, the person said.

The 15-page prelimi-
nary report into the avia-
tion industry's deadliest
disaster in a decade
showed the Dreamliner's
engine fuel switches flipped
almost simultaneously and
starved the engines of fuel
shortly after the flight from
Ahmedabad to London took
off on June 12, 2025.

A cockpit recording of
dialogue between the two
pilots supported the view
that the captain cut the flow
of fuel to the plane's en-
gines, according to U.S. of-
ficials' early assessment
reported by Reuters last
year. The AAIB said at the
time it was "too early to
reach any definite conclu-
sions".

By releasing an interim
report, Indian authorities
will not be required to
share the findings ahead of
time with the U.S. National
Transportation Safety
Board (NTSB), which is
participating in the investi-

gation because the aircraft
was designed and manufac-
tured in the United States.
The NTSB would be al-
lowed to comment on a
final report, which could
also provide more closure
for the crash victims' family
members.

The final report will not
be ready by the crash an-
niversary because "it is a
very complex investigation
and is taking time," said the
person, adding the interim
report still needed to be
submitted to government
authorities and the timing
of a final report remained
unclear.

A second source with
knowledge of the matter
also said investigators were
still working on the probe
and needed more time.
Both sources spoke on con-
dition of anonymity as the
internal workings of the in-
vestigation are private.

Under international
rules, a final report is due
within a year of an accident
but sometimes investiga-
tions take longer, so if that
is not completed, an interim
statement should be issued
on each anniversary.

The AAIB, India's civil

aviation ministry and Air
India did not respond to
emails seeking comment.
AAIB chief GVG Yugandhar
also did not respond to calls
and messages seeking com-
ment.

The U.N. aviation
agency, the International
Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO), sets out a consulta-
tion process with partici-
pating states for draft final
reports, with a usual 30-
day comment period ex-
tendable to 60 days. The
same process does not
apply to interim statements.

Montreal-based ICAO
and the U.S. NTSB, which is
supporting the probe, de-
clined to comment. Boeing,
which is a technical adviser
to the investigation, re-
ferred Reuters to the AAIB
for comment.

In the case of a March
2019 Ethiopian Airlines 737
MAX crash, Ethiopian in-
vestigators issued a de-
tailed interim report within
a year, but did not issue the
final report until December
2022 even though the NTSB
first received a draft copy in
January 2021. The NTSB
later released a public cri-
tique of aspects of the

Ethiopian report.
The preparations for

the Air India interim state-
ment come amid a separate
ongoing inquiry into fuel
switches that were reported
as possibly defective by pi-
lots of an Air India Dream-
liner flight from London to
Bengaluru in February this
year.

In that incident, the pi-
lots observed during the en-
gine start that the fuel
switches did not remain
fixed in the "run" position
on the first two attempts
when light vertical pressure
was applied but were stable
on a third  try before take-
off. They reported the inci-
dent on landing in India.

Officials from India's
aviation regulator, the Di-
rectorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), plan to
travel in June to Seattle to
observe Boeing's testing of
the switches, described by
Indian officials as "sensi-
tive" in confidential emails,
Reuters reported last week.

The visit has renewed
the spotlight on the
switches, which are central
to last year's crash investi-
gation. Some investigators
involved in the Air India
crash probe were not
aware of the DGCA's
planned Seattle visit, the
first person said.

Boeing has said it is
"supporting" Air India in
that matter, while UK 
authorities, who are also
looking into the incident,
have said their review is
ongoing. The DGCA did not
respond to a request for
comment.

AI CRASH ANNIV: AAIB prepares interim report

Continuation Of
Service Of De-

oghar – Saraigarh
– Deoghar Special

MI News Service, Kolkata:
West Bengal(WB) needs to
improve its infrastructure fa-
cilities feel the corporate
players. According to Vijay
Kaul, GM – Marketing Strat-
egy Division, Yamaha Motor
India, “ After the advent of
new BJP government in West
Bengal we certainly expect
change and improvement in
infrastructure facilities in
West Bengal. This can act as
a positive catalyst to the
growth of Bengal economy.”
Kaul was speaking on the oc-
casion of recently organized
‘Blue Weekend’ by Yamaha.

WB needs to improve infra
facilities feel pvt players

MI News Service, Hooghly:
Since the change of gov-
ernment in the state, Tri-
namool councilors are
resigning one after an-
other in several municipal-
ity. Along with this,
Trinamool leaders have
been arrested in droves on
multiple corruption
charges. Even the state's
former fire service minis-
ter is in jail in a public re-
cruitment corruption case.
Now, the vice chairman of
Bhadreshwar Municipality,
who is close to another for-
mer minister Indranil Sen,
was arrested on Friday. 

It is learnt that
Bhadreshwar police sta-
tion summoned the vice
chairman named Firoz
Khan to the police station
for questioning on serious
charges like inciting unrest
in the area and destroying
documents from the mu-
nicipality. The executive
officer of the municipality
had filed a complaint
against him at the police
station. The arrest was
based on that complaint. 

Firoz Khan of Telini-
para won the 2022 munic-
ipal elections. He was
appointed as the vice
chairman of Bhadreshwar
Municipality by Trinamool.
Firoz was a close confidant
of former Chandannagar
MLA and minister Indranil
Sen. That was the reason
for his getting that post.
However, Firoz was defy-
ing all these and was ex-
erting his influence in the
Bhadreshwar Municipality.

He was accused of cre-
ating unrest in Telinipara a
few days ago and instigat-
ing problems in the munic-
ipality. In addition, the
executive officer of the
municipality filed a com-
plaint against Feroz Khan
at Bhadreshwar police sta-
tion that he had stolen
many important docu-
ments from the municipal-
ity. He was arrested after
that. The DCP of Chandan-
nagar said that the various
other allegations against
Feroz Khan will be investi-
gated.

It is worth to mention
that On Thursday, eight
Trinamool councilors, in-
cluding Bhadreshwar Mu-
nicipality Chairman Prolay
Chakraborty, resigned
from their post. Bhadresh-
war Municipality, which
has 22 wards, was devoid
of opposition. However, the
situation started to change
after Trinamool's defeat in
the recently concluded as-
sembly elections. It can be
said that the Bhadreshwar
Municipality board was
dissolved long before the
municipal elections.

Documents stolen from Municipality!
Bhadreshwar vice chairman arrested
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Delhi High Court dismissed the plea seeking to 
block the 'Cockroach Janata Party's' X handle

BJP Govt Working to Bring Industries Back 
to West Bengal: Samik Bhattacharya

MI News Service, New Delhi:   
The Delhi High Court observed 
on Friday that the X handle of the 
'Cockroach Janata Party' (CJP)—a 
political entity born on social me-
dia—contains certain "somewhat 
objectionable content." Further-
more, the court dismissed the 
plea filed by CJP founder Abhijit 
Deepak, which sought the lifting 
of the government-imposed ban 
on his organization's X handle.

Abhijit—a former associate 
of Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) chief 
Arvind Kejriwal—established the 
CJP as a "parody party" on social 
media in the middle of this month. 
Within just one week, the group 
began rivaling the country's rul-

ing party, the BJP, in terms of fol-
lower count. However, the Intel-
ligence Bureau (IB) subsequently 
flagged the CJP in a report, deem-
ing it a "concern for national 
security." Citing this report, the 
Union Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology recently 
directed X authorities to "block" 
the CJP's handle under Section 
69(A) of the Information Technol-

ogy Act, 2000. 
Following that communica-

tion from New Delhi, the CJP’s X 
handle was ‘blocked’ within India. 
This immediately raised questions 
as to why Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s government came down so 
heavily upon an online movement 
centered on political satire. A sec-
tion of internet users questioned 
whether the ‘Cockroach Janata 

Party’ was targeted simply due 
to the phonetic resemblance of its 
name to that of the ruling Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP). Meanwhile, 
Abhijit approached the Delhi High 
Court seeking an interim stay on 
the ‘ban.’ However, noting that 
the CJP’s X posts contained some 
"slightly objectionable content," 
the Delhi High Court observed: 
"The matter requires a compre-
hensive review. Further directives 
regarding this issue will be issued 
only after hearing the submissions 
of the government and the X au-
thorities."

MI News Service, Kolkata:   
Merchants' Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry organised a 
felicitation and special session 
on “Re-igniting Bengal’s Indus-
trial Fortune” with Samik Bhat-
tacharya at ITC Royal Bengal on 
Friday.

Bhattacharya said the newly 
formed BJP government in West 
Bengal is actively working to 
bring industries back to the state 
through comprehensive reforms 
and investment-friendly policies. 
He stressed the need for a prop-
er land policy, rationalisation of 
power tariffs and repeal of urban 
ceiling legislation to revive in-
dustrial growth. He also revealed 
that the government is working 
on a dedicated data centre pol-
icy and plans to strengthen the 
state’s SEZ framework.

Claiming that industrial de-
velopment had stagnated during 
the previous Left Front and Tri-
namool Congress regimes, Bhat-
tacharya alleged that capital, 
talent and students had steadily 
moved out of the state over the 
past five decades. He said the 
BJP government aims to rebuild 
West Bengal’s socio-economic in-
frastructure and create a trans-
parent, extortion-free business 
environment without syndicates.

The BJP leader also said 
the full state cabinet would be 
formed soon and emphasised 
balancing capital-intensive and 
labour-intensive industries. Re-
ferring to a recent meeting with 
Union Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman, he said plans are 
being explored to establish a tex-
tile hub in West Bengal.

Earlier, Priti A. Sureka high-
lighted industry expectations 
from the new government, in-
cluding industrial revival, bet-
ter infrastructure, ease of doing 
business and employment gen-
eration.

Priti A. Sureka , President, Munish 
Jhajharia , Senior Vice President & Anirudh 
Jhujhunwala , Vice President, MCCI pre-
senting  a portrait of Dr. Shyama Prasad 
Mukherjee  to Samik Bhattacharya , State 
President, BJP,  West Bengal & Member 
of Parliament, Rajya Sabha at a Special 
Session on Re-igniting Bengal's Industrial 
Fortune  on Friday at ITC Royal Bengal
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Tea, berries, dark chocolate, apples can lead to a longer life span: Study
WASHINGTON DC: New
research has found that
those who consume a
diverse range of foods rich
in flavonoids, such as tea,
berries, dark chocolate,
and apples, could lower
their risk of developing
serious health conditions
and have the potential to
live longer.

The study was led by a
team of researchers from
Queen's University Belfast,
Edith Cowan University
Perth (ECU), and the
Medical University of
Vienna and Universitat
Wien.

The findings reveal that
increasing the diversity of
flavonoids within your diet

could help prevent the
development of health con-
ditions such as type 2 dia-
betes, cardiovascular dis-
ease (CVD), cancer and
neurological disease.

Flavonoids are found in
plant foods like tea, blue-
berries, strawberries,
oranges, apples, grapes,
and even red wine and dark
chocolate.

Published in Nature
Food, the study tracked
over 120,000 participants
aging from 40 to 70 years
old for over a decade.

It is the first study of its
kind to suggest that there is
a benefit to consuming a
wide range of flavonoids
beyond that of simply con-

suming a high quantity.
ECU Research Fellow,

first author and co-lead of
the study Dr Benjamin
Parmenter, made the initial
discovery that a flavonoid-
diverse diet is good for
health.

"Flavonoid intakes of
around 500 mg a day was
associated with a 16%
lower risk of all-cause mor-
tality, as well as a ~10%
lower risk of CVD, type 2
diabetes, and respiratory
disease. That's roughly the
amount of flavonoids that
you would consume in two
cups of tea," said Dr
Parmenter.

Dr Parmenter added,
however, that those who

consumed the widest diver-
sity of flavonoids, had an
even lower risk of these dis-
eases, even when consum-
ing the same total amount.

For example, instead of
just drinking tea, it's better
to eat a range of flavonoid-
rich foods to make up your
intake, because different
flavonoids come from dif-
ferent foods.

"We have known for
some time that higher
intakes of dietary
flavonoids, powerful bioac-
tives naturally present in
many foods and drinks, can
reduce the risk of develop-
ing heart disease, type 2
diabetes, and neurological
conditions like

Parkinson's," study co-lead
Professor Aedin Cassidy
from the Co-Centre for
Sustainable Food Systems
and Institute for Global
Food Security at Queen's
said.

"We also know from lab
data and clinical studies that
different flavonoids work in
different ways, some
improve blood pressure,
others help with cholesterol
levels and decrease inflam-
mation. This study is signifi-
cant as the results indicate
that consuming a higher
quantity and wider diversity
has the potential to lead to a
greater reduction in ill
health than just a single
source," added Cassidy.

WASHINGTON  : Understanding
body language is an important
aspect of communication. Humans
are frequently considered to be able
to perceive other people's emotions
innately, but there is rising evidence
that this ability is impacted by peo-
ple's culturally shared knowledge of
emotions.

A team of scientists in the US
decided to investigate how cultural
upbringing and access to emotion
category words, which categorize
and facilitate access to a complex set
of emotional ideas, experiences, and
responses stored in our memory,
impact how we perceive others'
emotional facial expressions.

"Here we show that access to
emotion category words like 'disgust'
differentially alters how brain
regions interact with one another
when people perceive emotions on
others' faces. Importantly, this effect
depends on one's cultural upbring-
ing," said Dr Joseph Leshin, a
researcher at Northeastern
University and the study's first
author. "Our findings contribute to
growing evidence that emotional
facial expressions are not universal-
ly produced and understood," added
senior author Dr Kristen Lindquist, a
neuroscientist at the University of
North Carolina, Chapel Hill, where
the data for the Frontiers in
Psychology study was collected.

A trigger for emotion recognition
Two participant groups - Chinese

individuals, born and raised in main-
land China, but now living in the US,
and non-Hispanic White Americans

who were born and raised in the US
- were recruited for the study. While
undergoing fMRI, both groups
viewed actors pose expressions for
'disgust' and 'anger' as they are typ-
ically displayed by White North
Americans. Over four blocks, the
participants viewed expressions
which were either preceded by the
relevant emotion category word or a
non-word control text. "When
primed with the word 'disgust'
before viewing the corresponding

facial expression, immigrants from
mainland China showed decreased
functional connectivity in brain
regions related to semantic process-
ing, visual perception, and social
cognition," Leshin said. "Whereas
White American participants tend to
perceive wrinkling of noses and
scowls as evidence that someone else
is disgusted, Chinese participants are
less likely to clearly associate those
facial muscle movements with dis-
gust. Thus, their brains were likely

working harder to disambiguate the
meaning of posed disgusted facial
muscle movements," explained
Lindquist. Critically, presenting
Chinese participants with the English
language cue 'disgust' prior to view-
ing wrinkled noses and scowls
changed how their brains processed
those expressions. White American
participants did not show the same
differences in brain connectivity in the
emotion word v. control text condi-
tions, likely because the facial expres-

sions are familiar to them. These find-
ings suggest that seeing an English
emotion category word before seeing
the corresponding facial expression
may help Chinese participants to
understand the meaning behind the
culturally-relative expression better.
This also seems to apply even when
the emotion is not central to a culture,
as is the case with the notion of 'dis-
gust' in Chinese culture, the
researchers added. Understanding
how people wear their hearts on their
sleeves

The researchers said that their
findings should be interpreted in light
of some limitations, for example the
modest sample size and the fact that
the participant groups and the emo-
tion category words used in this study
do not represent the full spectrum of
cultural or emotional diversity. A
starting point for future research
could be investigating if similar differ-
ences can be found amongst cultures
that are more similar to one another
than China and the US. Even subtle
cultural differences could lead to vari-
ations in neural processing of emo-
tions, the researchers said. To date,
there is relatively little work that
focuses on subcultures within the
same country, for example within the
US or China. A further field of applica-
tion of the team's findings lies in artifi-
cial intelligence. "Our study suggests
that AI tools designed to read emotions
from faces must account for cultural
variation to avoid misinterpretation of
people's expressions and highlights
the need for culturally informed AI,"
Leshin concluded.

Language, culture can influence how our
brain processes emotional faces: Research

WASHINGTON : Macrophages are essen-
tial to the immune system because they
combat infections and help heal dam-
aged tissue. It's critical to comprehend
how these cells are triggered in various
contexts in order to design novel medical
interventions. The complexity of these
cells and their reactions has made it dif-
ficult to identify and research
macrophage activation.

The protein known as colony stimu-
lating factor 1 receptor (CSF1R) was dis-
covered by the study team to be a
dependable marker for macrophages in
tissues and monocytes and dendritic
cells in blood, enabling the distinct iden-
tification and separation of various sam-
ple types. People of all ages and genders
can dependably use the new method. Dr
Fernando Martinez Estrada, who led the
research project and is Senior Lecturer
in Innate Immunology in the School of
Biosciences at the University of Surrey,
said, "We have developed a method using
CSF1R that can identify all types of
Mononuclear phagocyte system cells in
the body. This marker is incredibly useful
for studying these cells in both health and
disease, and it unlocks exciting new possi-
bilities for cell isolation and quantification
for diagnosing and monitoring various
conditions with a single cell marker."

The study developed a set of tools to
understand and check how these immune
cells respond when they are activated.
These tools focus on signals in the body,
including IL-4 (involved in healing and
fibrosis), steroids (deactivation), IFNg
(fights infections), and LPS (a bacterial
product that causes inflammation). The

research team also described a novel
concept that they call Macrophage
Activation Mosaicism. This means that
macrophages do not simply switch
between the canonical two states previ-
ously described; instead, they can exhib-
it a mix of activation characteristics,
reflecting the complexity of real tissue
environments. Dr Federica Orsenigo, co-
author of the study, explains further,
"This discovery is significant because it
changes how we perceive macrophage
activation. "Recognising that
macrophages can have mixed activation
status helps us better understand their

roles in different diseases and could lead
to more targeted and effective treat-
ments." Emeritus Professor Siamon
Gordon, co-author of the study from the
University of Oxford, said:

"Therapies that seek to re-educate
macrophages are widely sought.
However, the tools to measure activation
are underdeveloped. Having a robust
multi-gene tool to study macrophage
activation can help in drug screening,
identify drugs that revert macrophage
activation, and eventually help with
patient characterisation and person-
alised medicine." 

WASHINGTON DC : People who have had cancer com-
monly experience prolonged pain, but a new study sug-
gests that being physically active may help to minimize
its severity.

Wiley published the study in the American Cancer
Society's peer-reviewed publication, CANCER.

Although physical activity has been demonstrated to
alleviate a variety of pains, its impact on cancer-related
discomfort is unknown.

To investigate, a team led by senior author Erika
Rees-Punia, PhD, MPH, of the American Cancer Society,
and first author Christopher T.V. Swain, PhD, of the
University of Melbourne, in Australia, analyzed informa-
tion about 51,439 adults without a history of cancer and
10,651 adults with a past cancer diagnosis.

Participants were asked, "How would you rate your
pain on average," with responses ranging from 0 (no
pain) to 10 (worst pain imaginable). Participants were
also asked about their usual physical activity.

US guidelines recommend 150 minutes (2 hours 30
minutes) to 300 minutes (5 hours) a week of moderate-
intensity, or 75 minutes (1 hour 15 minutes) to 150 min-
utes (2 hours 30 minutes) a week of vigorous-intensity
aerobic physical activity.

Based on participants' responses, the investigators
found that, for individuals who had cancer in the past as
well as for those without a history of cancer, more phys-
ical activity was linked with lower pain intensity.

The extent of the association was similar for both
groups of individuals, indicating that exercise may
reduce cancer-related pain just as it does for other types
of pain that have been studied in the past.

Among participants with a past cancer diagnosis,
those exceeding physical activity guidelines were 16 per
cent less likely to report moderate-to-severe pain com-
pared to those who failed to meet physical activity guide-
lines.

Also, compared with people who remained inactive,
those who were consistently active or became active in
older adulthood reported less pain.

"It may feel counterintuitive to some, but physical
activity is an effective, non-pharmacologic option for
reducing many types of pain. As our study suggests, this
may include pain associated with cancer and its treat-
ments," said Dr. Rees-Punia.

LOS ANGELES [US] :
Researchers revealed that a
rare sort of lipid plays a vital
role in ferroptosis, a type of
cell death described by
Columbia professor Brent
Stockwell.

The findings shed new light
on how cells die during ferrop-
tosis, potentially improving
understanding of how to pre-
vent ferroptosis in contexts
where it is harmful, such as
neurodegenerative diseases,
or induce it in contexts where
it could be beneficial, such as
using it to kill dangerous can-
cer cells. The study discovered
that a diPUFA phospholipid, an
uncommon type of lipid with
two polyunsaturated fatty acyl
tails, was present in a variety
of situations where ferroptosis
occurred, including aged
brains and Huntington dis-
ease-affected brain tissue. The
finding indicated that the lipid
is efficient at promoting fer-
roptosis.  The research was
conducted by professors in
Columbia's Department of
Biological Sciences,
Department of Chemistry, and
the Columbia University Irving
Medical Center. Stockwell first
discovered ferroptosis in 2012,
when he found that certain
cells were dying because their
lipid layers were collapsing-
an unusual form of cell death
that differs from the most com-

mon kind, which begins with
the cell forming blisters on its
outer surface. Since that dis-
covery, researchers in
Stockwell's lab and elsewhere
have continued to investigate
ferroptosis, discovering that it
can occur naturally in ageing
cells, in pathological contexts,
and can be induced to treat
disease. Another paper out
this month with several co-
authors found that a gene
named PHLDA2 can some-
times promote ferroptosis by
attacking a different lipid and
that this gene can block some
tumours from forming.
Together, these papers show
that specific lipids promote
ferroptosis, so defining the
driver lipids in specific cancers
is important.

"The discovery that these
diPUFA lipids are important
drivers of ferroptosis deepens
our understanding of this form
of cell death, and these lipids'
role in controlling a cell's
homeostasis in general,"
Stockwell said.

"Harnessing these lipids
may eventually help us identi-
fy where ferroptosis has
occurred and deliberately
manipulate them to either
induce cell death or stop it.
This can begin to give us both
understanding and the power
to control cell death."

Study finds how macrophages play
critical role in immune system

Does physical activ-
ity alleviate pain in
cancer survivors?

Rare fat mole-
cule helps drive
cell death: Study Men have greater risk

of fractures from falls
than women: Study

MASSACHUSETTS : A recent study titled "A meta-
analysis of previous falls and subsequent fracture risk in
cohort studies" found links between self-reported falls
and increased fracture risk, as well as a slightly greater
risk of fracture in men than in women. Published in
Osteoporosis International, this international meta-
analysis of data pooled from 46 prospective cohorts
comprising over 900,000 individuals also recommended
that previous falls are a factor that should be included
in patients' histories used by fracture risk assessment
tools like the FRAX (Fracture Risk Assessment) Tool to
calculate a person's likelihood of getting a fracture over
the next decade. FRAX is the most commonly used
assessment to predict fracture risk.

"FRAX was developed using longitudinal data from
studies around the world. Although previous falls have
long been recognized as a significant risk factor for frac-
tures, until now, they have not been factored into the
FRAX algorithm," said Douglas P. Kiel, M.D., MPH,
director of the Musculoskeletal Research Center and
senior scientist at the Hinda and Arthur Marcus
Institute for Aging Research at Hebrew SeniorLife, a
nonprofit, Harvard Medical School affiliated institution.
"In this newly updated FRAX dataset, previous falls
were included as a risk factor and were found to
increase the risk for fracture.  These findings under-
score that falls are an important contributor to fracture
in both men and women, but interestingly, slightly more
in men."

Key findings of the meta-analysis include
Increased Fracture Risk: Individuals with a history of

falls within the past year were found to have a signifi-
cantly higher risk of any clinical fracture, osteoporotic
fracture, major osteoporotic fracture, and hip fracture.
One or more previous falls were significantly associated
with an increased risk of death among women and men.
Sex Disparities: The association between previous falls
and fracture risk was observed to vary by sex, with men
exhibiting higher predictive values compared to women.

Independent Risk Factor: The increased fracture risk
linked to previous falls was largely independent of bone
mineral density, emphasizing the standalone signifi-
cance of falls as a risk factor. A previous fall in the past
year confers a significantly increased risk of any clinical
fracture, osteoporotic fracture, and hip fracture with
the increase in risk varying between 36 per cent and 59
per cent depending on the fracture outcome and sex.

These findings underscore the importance of incor-
porating previous . falls into the FRAX algorithm," Dr.
Kiel added. Integrating this information into tools like
FRAX can enhance their predictive accuracy and ulti-
mately help healthcare providers to more accurately
predict fracture risk and tailor preventive.

WASHINGTON DC : Echoes can make
speech difficult to understand, and get-
ting rid of echoes in an audio recording
is a very difficult engineering task.
According to a study published in the
open-access journal PLOS Biology by
Jiaxin Gao of Zhejiang University in
China and colleagues, the human brain
appears to successfully handle the chal-
lenge by splitting the sound into direct
speech and its echo. The audio signals
in online meetings and auditoriums that

are not properly designed often have an
echo lagging at least 100 milliseconds
from the original speech. These echoes
heavily distort speech, interfering with
slowly varying sound features most
important for understanding conversa-
tions, yet people still reliably under-
stand echoic speech. To better under-
stand how the brain enables this, the
authors used magnetoencephalography
(MEG) to record neural activity while
human participants listened to a story

with and without an echo. They com-
pared the neural signals to two compu-
tational models: one simulating the
brain adapting to the echo, and another
simulating the brain separating the
echo from the original speech.
Participants understood the story with
over 95% accuracy, regardless of echo.
The researchers observed that cortical
activity tracks energy changes related
to direct speech, despite the strong
interference of the echo.

Research reveals brain processes speech, its echo separately
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NEW CHANDIGARH :
Rajasthan Royals all-rounder
Donovan Ferreira said the
side has switched into
'autopilot mode' as they pre-
pare to take on Gujarat
Titans in the Qualifier 2 of IPL
2026. RR arrive in Qualifier 2
after beating Sunrisers
Hyderabad by 47 runs in the
Eliminator, thanks to Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi's astonishing
97. 

"Like you said, we've had
three must win games, but
every game is different. You
can't carry one over to the
next; today is a big game for
us. I can't really speak for
them (other players), but the
rest of us have been playing a
lot of cricket over the last few
days. It's about being in
autopilot now and just getting
what needs to be done,"
Ferreira said in a pre-game
chat with the broadcasters.

He emphasised his readi-
ness to play any role required
by the team. "I'll do whatever

the coach and the team need;
that's been our motto.
Management has all the
insights and data to make
those calls, so we just have to
be ready whenever we're
called upon. 

"Personally, I'm comfort-
able going in after the 15th
over. If I have to go in before
that, I just adapt. It gives me
a bit of time to get used to the
wicket so I can explode at the
back end."

On conditions at the
venue, Ferreira said, "I'm not
sure what the captain and
coach have decided, but this
is a really good batting wick-
et. Looking at the previous
game, the opposition didn't
even bat that well. We bowled
quite well, and they still
reached (almost) 200. That
shows how good the wicket
is. Whatever the decision,
we'll need to put up a good
score or chase well. If there is
dew, batting second is benefi-
cial."

NEW DELHI : The 22 Grand
Slams champion Rafael Nadal
has detailed the immense
physical sacrifice behind one
of tennis's most decorated
careers, confessing that he
constantly feared it would be
his last season as he battled a
chronic foot condition. 

The retired Spanish icon,
who was part of the game's
legendary 'Big Three' along
with Roger Federer and
Novak Djokovic, discussed his
difficult sacrifices in the quest
to reach the very pinnacle of
his sport following the release
of the Netflix series 'Rafa',
which examines the physical
and mental challenges of his
time playing professionally.

"I've had to make deci-
sions about my health, where
you are on the borderline
between right or wrong," the
39-year-old admitted to the
BBC. "But if I hadn't explored
all that, I probably would

have had 10 fewer Grand
Slams...This is the reality."

Nadal suffered the first
diagnosis of the rare Muller-
Weiss syndrome just two
months before clinching his

first French Open crown at
just 19. He sustained a bro-
ken bone during the 2005
Madrid Open final, which was
a rare illness that is partially
attributed to the intense

physical training of his child-
hood with his uncle Toni
Nadal, immediately jeopar-
dising his health.

Instead of accepting that
the chronic condition meant
that his career was over,
Nadal proceeded to rack up a
remarkable 13 additional
Grand Slams over the course
of nine years, and in doing so,
he secured no less than one
Grand Slam trophy a season,
cementing his status as the
greatest clay court player to
ever play the game.

But on the inside, the tro-
phies and celebrations hid
continuous doubts about
what the future held.

"Tennis became a race
against time," Nadal con-
fessed to the BBC. "Always
doubting my head about how
long I can last with this foot?
I never knew how long my
career would last."

"I always thought, maybe

it's the last year, so there's no
time to stop."

The continued physical
effort of competing at the very
highest level also led to two
serious health problems: a
recurring tendinitis in his left
knee and intestinal perfora-
tions caused by the excessive
use of painkillers.

During some matches,
Nadal had no choice but to
rely on specifically adminis-
tered anaesthetic injections
just to make it on court, and
he readily admitted that his
victory in the 2022 French
Open - his final career Grand
Slam victory - saw him play-
ing with a leg that he had
almost no feeling in at all.

However, the burning pas-
sion to win outweighs any
pain. "The key was that the
suffering was less than my
passion and my happiness for
what I was doing," the retired
tennis ace explained.

SINGAPORE : India's doubles
stars Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy/Chirag Shetty,
Dhruv Kapila/Tanisha Crasto
advanced to the semifinals of
the Singapore Open 2026 on
Friday at the Singapore
Indoor Stadium in Singapore. 

Fourth-seeded Satwik-
Chirag fought back from a
game down to defeat
Malaysia's Kang Khai Xing
and Aaron Tai 19-21,21-17,
21-13 in a 65-minute battle.
The Indians then fought
through a neck-and-neck sec-
ond game before forcing a
decider and dominating the
third to secure their semifinal
spot. They will next face
reigning world champions
and world no.1 pair Kim Won
Ho and Seo Seung Jae of
Korea.

In mixed doubles, Dhruv-
Tanisha progressed after
third-seeded Chen Tang Jie
and Toh Ee Wei of Malaysia
retired during the opening
game. The Indian pair will
next face Japan's Yuichi
Shimogami and Sayaka
Hobara for a place in the
final.

In men's singles, All
England 2026 runner-up
Lakshya Sen went down
fighting against Japan's Koki
Watanabe 19-21, 21-15, 15-
21 in a 68-minute clash.

Meanwhile, PV Sindhu's
campaign ended in the quar-
terfinals following a 21-17,
21-14 loss to World No.1 An
Se Young in a gruelling 48-
minute encounter. With the
victory, the Korean extended
her head-to-head record to 9-
0 against the Indian star.

On Thursday, PV Sindhu,
Lakshya Sen, the men's dou-
bles pair of Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty, along with mixed dou-
bles duo Dhruv Kapila and
Tanisha Crasto, advanced to

the quarterfinals.
Sindhu outplayed Japan's

Riko Gunji in straight games,
while Satwik-Chirag defeated
Lee Jhe-Huei and Yang Po-
Hsuan 21-15, 11-21, 21-18.
Dhruv and Tanisha overcame
a Japanese challenge to beat
Yuta Watanabe and Maya
Taguchi 8-21, 21-17, 21-16.

The experienced Sindhu
registered a comfortable
straight-games victory in just
37 minutes, maintaining con-
trol in both games from the
beginning. She will next face
top seed An Se-young in the
quarterfinals.

Lakshya Sen progressed
in men's singles after
Thailand's Kunlavut
Vitidsarn retired with just
two points played in the
match. Lakshya will next take
on Japan's Koki Watanabe. In
the other men's singles, HS
Prannoy lost to the host
nation's Loh Kean Yew 18-21,
21-16, 15-21.

In men's doubles, fourth-
seeded Satwik and Chirag
started strongly by taking the
opening game but were
pushed into a decider after
the Chinese Taipei pair domi-
nated the second. The
Indians came back to close
out the match 21-18 in the
decider, extending their
head-to-head record against
the duo to 7-0. They will next
face Malaysia's Kang Khai
Xing and Aaron Tai, to whom
they lost their All England
Open campaign earlier this
year.

In mixed doubles, despite
losing the opening game
heavily, Dhruv and Tanisha
mounted a strong comeback
to secure the next two games.
A challenging quarterfinal
clash awaits them against the
third-seeded Malaysian pair
Chen Tang Jie and Toh Ee
Wei.

FRENCH OPEN:
KOSTYUK SETS UP
SWIATEK REMATCH
AS WINNING
STREAK ROLLS ON 

PARIS : Marta Kostyuk of
Ukraine maintained her
brilliant run on clay and
at Roland Garros on
Friday with her 4-6, 3-6
victory over Viktorija
Golubic of Switzerland
that sends the 21-year-old
into the fourth round of
the French Open for the
second time in her career.
The 15th seed delivered
another assured perform-
ance on the Parisian clay
to make it 15 wins in a
row on the surface and a
demonstration of the way
she has been gathering
pace this successful
European clay court sea-
son. Kostyuk was coming
into Paris with back-to-
back titles at Rouen and
Madrid, where she landed
the biggest prize of her
career so far. Her latest
victory will set up a
dream fourth-round
match against four-time
French Open champion
Iga Swiatek, rekindling
the rivalry of the last 16
match at this tournament
in 2021, which was won
by the Polish number one
in straight sets. Swiatek
sealed her own place in
the second week in
straightforward fashion,
dispatching compatriot
Magda Linette 4-6, 4-6,
and showed again just
how comfortable she is on
clay during her pursuit of
a fifth French Open
crown. Kostyuk has been
one of the form players of
the WTA Tour on this clay
swing; her relentless
aggression from the back
of the court and improved
calmness have propelled
her into the latter rounds,
and her match against
Swiatek should be one of
the headline matches of
the women's draw.
Elsewhere in the women's
singles, the talented qual-
ifier Wang Xiyu from
China was continuing a
fine run when overcom-
ing Yuliia Starodubtseva
from Ukraine 3-6, 5-7 to
march into the last 16
without dropping a set.

JOHANNESBURG : South
Africans have rallied behind
their national football squad
for the upcoming 2026 FIFA
World Cup, with fans praising
the blend of experience and
youth assembled by Bafana
Bafana head coach Hugo
Broos. 

Bafana Bafana, South
Africa's men's national soc-
cer team, is scheduled to
mark its first appearance at
the global showpiece this
summer since hosting the
tournament in 2010.

Broos unveiled his final
26-man squad on Wednesday
during an event hosted by
South African President Cyril
Ramaphosa at the Union
Buildings in Pretoria.
Residents across Gauteng
Province's suburbs and town-
ships showed optimism to the
national team, despite some
lively debate over specific
player selections, reports
Xinhua.

Many supporters noted
that the squad reflects stabil-
ity, discipline, and clear
direction under Broos, who
has guided Bafana Bafana
through an encouraging
resurgence.

"I think the coach is build-
ing consistency, which is cru-
cial," said football fan Kabelo
Manganyela from Soweto.
"Most South Africans can
now see a clear vision for the
team, and that gives people

hope."
Lerato Maseko, a support-

er from Krugersdorp, praised
the squad's unity. "The play-
ers seem united and hungry
to succeed," she said. "People
are starting to believe Bafana
Bafana can compete with the
best again."

Several fans commended
Broos for maintaining faith in
the core group that drove
South Africa's strong per-
formances in recent conti-
nental competitions. "The
coach has built stability," said
Sibusiso Nene, a supporter
from Boksburg. "Changing
too many players now could
disrupt our recent progress."

While reactions were
largely positive, some fans
questioned the omission of
several players who excelled
domestically and abroad this
season. Social media plat-
forms buzzed with debates
over the selections, particu-
larly regarding midfield and
attacking positions.

"There are players who
had excellent seasons but
were left out," said Siphesihle
Dlamini from Benoni. "Fans
naturally want a squad cho-
sen entirely on current form."

Despite differing opinions,
the overarching sentiment
remains hopeful that Bafana
Bafana can secure qualifica-
tion and restore the country's
standing on the global foot-
ball stage.

MANGALURU
(KARNATAKA) : Top surfers
of the country took the spot-
light and the waves as the
seventh edition of the Indian
Open of Surfing, India's pre-
mier surfing competition, got
underway at the Blue Bay
Tannirbhavi Eco Beach in
Mangaluru on Friday. 

Serving as a key stop in
the National Championship
Series and an important
event in India's Asian Games
selection cycle, the champi-
onship began under excellent
surfing conditions, with clean
waves and favourable weath-
er providing the perfect stage
for the country's top surfers.

In the Women's Open cat-
egory, Kamali Moorthy,
Sugar Shanthi Banarse,
Ishita Malaviya, Devi
Ramanathan, Saanvi Hegde,
and Shrishti Selvam
advanced to the semi-finals,
scheduled for the final day of
the championship.

Competition on the open-
ing day featured action
across the Men's Open,
Women's Open, Under-18
Boys, and Under-14 Boys
divisions. 

While the Men's Open
category completed its open-
ing round across 12 heats,
the Women's Open competi-
tion progressed through the
quarter-final stage. The jun-
ior categories also witnessed
intense competition, with the
Under-18 Boys division con-
testing its opening-round
heats and the newly intro-
duced Under-14 Boys catego-
ry advancing through the
quarter-finals.

The day began with the
Men's Open category, where
45 surfers competed across
12 heats in a fierce battle for
qualification. The top two
surfers from each heat pro-
gressed to Round 2, sched-
uled for Saturday.

Among the standout per-
formers were Kishore Kumar

(12.90), Ramesh Budihal
(12.57), Tayin Arun (12.10),
Sanjaikumar S (11.84),
Ajeesh Ali (11.74), Akilan S
(11.66), Sivaraj Babu (11.33),
Sanjay Selvamani (11.33),
Harish M (10.27), Srikanth D
(9.33), Ruban V (7.93) and
Som Sethi (7.30).

The Women's Open quar-
terfinals saw Tamil Nadu's
Kamali Moorthy emerge as
the highest scorer of the day
across all categories with an
impressive score of 13.83.
Goa's Sugar Shanthi Banarse
followed closely with 11.00
as both surfers secured their
places in the semi-finals with
commanding performances
and excellent manoeuvring
skills in the challenging con-
ditions.

Joining them in the semi-
finals are Ishita Malaviya
(6.40), Devi Ramanathan
(5.90), Saanvi Hegde (5.37),
and Shrishti Selvam (5.33).

The Surfing Juniors
Under-18 Boys category also
saw exciting action as 19
surfers competed across six
heats for a place in the quar-
terfinals. Surfers who
secured qualification includ-

ed Harish P. (12.67), Tayin
Arun (10.33), Som Sethi
(9.93), Pradeep Pujar (9.07),
Prahlad Sriram (8.60), Sheik
Davudh S (6.93), Yogesh A
(6.33), Raju Suresh Pujar
(5.63), Praveen Pujar (4.40),
Harus Mohaiyadeen (3.63),
Sanku Karthek (3.07), and
Akash Pujar (2.57).

The opening day conclud-
ed with the quarterfinals of
the newly introduced Surfing
Juniors Under-14 Boys cate-
gory. Harish P. (11.33), Sheik
Davudh S (6.67), Yogesh A.
(6.50), Prahlad Sriram (5.43),
Prashanth (4.53), Mukhesh
(3.70), Likhith Salian (2.67),
and Ishant K. Sateesh (2.07)
secured their places in the
semi-finals scheduled for
Saturday.

Shamanth Kumar,
Secretary, Karnataka Surfing
Association, said, "The
response from surfers and
the local community has
been extremely positive. The
conditions on the opening
day were excellent and set
the tone for a great champi-
onship. 

This championship plays
a very important role in the

national ranking system and
India's preparations for
future international events,
including the Asian Games."

Saurabh Verma, Manager,
Athlete Relations, Sports
Authority of India, said, "The
growth of surfing in India
over the last few years has
been remarkable. Platforms
like this championship are
helping athletes gain valu-
able competitive exposure."

The championship is
being organised by the
Mantra Surf Club and
Surfing Swami Foundation
under the aegis of the
Surfing Federation of India
(SFI), with support from the
Government of Karnataka
and the Karnataka Surfing
Association. 

The New Mangalore Port
Authority (NMPA) has
returned as the title sponsor
for a third consecutive year,
while Cycle Pure Agarbatti
and Deconstruct Skincare
continue their association as
Gold Sponsors, underlining
the growing institutional and
corporate support behind the
development of surfing in
India.

IPL 2026: It's about being in 
autopilot now and just getting what
needs to be done, says Ferreira 

Singapore Open: Satwik-
Chirag, Dhruv-Tanisha
enter semifinals

'I never knew how long I could last': Nadal
opens up on career-long battle with pain

South Africans rally behind
Bafana Bafana ahead of
2026 FIFA World Cup

Indian Open of Surfing: India's top 
surfers make a strong start on opening day

Gujarat Titans' Jason Holder celebrates with teammates the wicket of Rajasthan Royals'
Dasun Shanaka during the Indian Premier League (IPL) 2026 Qualifier 2 match between
Gujarat Titans and Rajasthan Royals at the Maharaja Yadavindra Singh International Cricket
Stadium, Mullanpur, New Chandigarh, on Friday.


