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PM Modi hands 
over 51,000 

appointment letters 
at 'Rozgar Mela' for 
empowering youths

Centre sanctions Rs 3,000 cr for healthcare revamp 
in Bengal, Ayushman Bharat card from July

All depts asked to hand over land to railways 
for completion of 61 stalled projects : Suvendu 

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio visits 
Mother Teresa's House, children's home 

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio visits Kolkata, beginning his 4-day trip to India

‘Will bring Bengal out of infamy situation’: Suvendu Adhikari

MI News Service, Kolkata:    In one of the ma-
jor benefits of the double engine government, the 
Centre has sanctioned around Rs 3,000 crore to 
the new West Bengal government in the current 
fiscal for revamping the public healthcare sector 
in the state, of which Rs 500 crore has already 
been transferred.

Announcing this here on Saturday West Ben-
gal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari said cards 
for the Centre’s Ayushman Bharat health insur-
ance scheme are likely to be distributed to bene-
ficiaries of the state from July this year,

He said “We have received a sanction of Rs 
2,103 crore from the Union Health Ministry for 
the National Health Mission for the current fi-
nancial year, a fourth of which, Rs 500 crore, has 
already been transferred by the Centre,”  Suven-

du Adhikari said in a virtual press meet from the 
state secretariat, Nabanna.

The Centre has also allocated its share of the 
₹976 crore for the Ayushman Bharat scheme for 
this fiscal, he said.

"In all, we have received a sanction of over 
₹3,000 crore, of which we have already received 
₹500 crore," Suvendu Adhikari added.

The Chief minister addressed the media after 
he held an hour-long virtual meeting with Union 
Health Minister JP Nadda.

He said about six crore holders of the 
Swasthya Sathi cards issued by the erstwhile 
TMC in Bengal will be transferred to the ambit of 
the Ayushman Bharat scheme in the first phase, 
and the number of beneficiaries will subsequent-
ly increase in phases.government in Bengal will 

be transferred to the ambit of the Ayushman 
Bharat scheme in the first phase, and the num-
ber of beneficiaries will subsequently increase in 
phases.

Opportunities will also be made available to 
fresh applicants who did not opt for the Swasthya 
Sathi cards, he added.

"We are hoping to start the distribution of 
Ayushman Bharat cards from July, the enrol-
ment work for which has already begun," said 
Suvendu Adhikari .

The Chief minister further stated that the 
state is also planning to ink an agreement with 
the Centre in Delhi for inclusion in the Ayushman 
Arogya Mandir network in the first week of June 
to extend the benefits of Ayushman Bharat to the 
migrant residents of the state.

"Over one crore migrants from Bengal stay 
outside the state for work or education purpos-
es. The agreement, which will be signed at an 
event in the national capital in the presence of 
ministers and bureaucrats of both the state and 
the Centre, will extend the Ayushman benefit to 
the migrants as well,"  Suvendu Adhikari an-
nounced.

The Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan 
Arogya Yojana provides health coverage of ₹5 
lakh per family per year for secondary and ter-
tiary care hospitalisation.

The CM also announced that the health de-
partment would ramp up recruitment of doctors, 
nurses and other healthcare service workers in 
state-run health centres.

"The recruitment rate in this area by the pre-

vious government was abysmally low – 53 per 
cent as against the national rate of 98 per cent. 
We will fill up these positions in the next three 
months on a priority basis by means of a trans-
parent recruitment policy," he said.

 Suvendu Adhikari alleged that the policy of 
non-cooperation and opposition with the Centre, 
followed by the erstwhile Mamata Banerjee gov-
ernment, had led to an all-pervasive atmosphere 
of negativity in the public healthcare sector, the 
cost of which was borne by the general public.

"The people of Bengal were deprived of the 
benefits of Central schemes because of the com-
plete breakdown of government-to-government 
communication during the previous era. We will 
bring about a landmark change in that sphere 
and pass on the benefits to the people," he added.

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
Clearing a major long pend-
ing administrative hurdle, the 
new West Bengal government 
has directed all departments 
concerned to hand over nec-
essary land to the railway au-
thorities for completion of 61 
stalled projects in the state.

These projects are stalled 
due to land allotment issues, 
including one at Hili near the 
India-Bangladesh border in 
Uttar Dinajpur district and 
another in Purba Medinipur's 
Nandigram.

Announcing this at a gov-
ernment programme here 
on Saturday afternoon, West 
Bengal Chief Minister Suven-
du Adhikari also stressed the 
need for timely completion of 

these projects to improve rail-
way connectivity in the state.

“I have directed all depart-
ments concerned to hand over 
land to the railway authorities 
for completion of 61 stalled 
projects in the state”, he said  
adding that all these projects 
had remained stalled for sev-
eral years due to land allot-
ment issues, including one at 
Hili near the India-Bangla-
desh border in Uttar Dinajpur 
district and another in Purba 
Medinipur's Nandigram.

“I hope that following the 
transfer of  land all these 
pending projects would be 
completed on time to improve 
railway connectivity in the 
state”, he said.

Suvendu  Adhikari  also 

asserted that the people will 
see the positive impact of the 
'double engine' government 
as these railway projects are 
being expedited.

The Chief minister said 
work for a 366-metre via-
duct at Chingrighata crossing 
in east Kolkata for the New 
Garia-Airport metro line, 
which was stalled for lack of 
necessary police permission 
for more than a year, was go-
ing on in full swing. All requi-
site permits had been given 
for the work after the first BJP 
government was formed on 
May 9. "We will use the op-
portunity of the double-engine 
government to accelerate the 
speed of development," the 
Chief minister said.

The term "double engine" 
is used by BJP leaders to re-
fer to the party being in power 
at the Centre as well as in a 
state.

Asserting that the central 
and state governments will 
work in tandem for the de-
velopment projects, the Chief 
minister further stated that  
"A developed India will be 
achieved only after Bengal 
advances in the path of devel-
opment."

Railway Minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw had in February 
said that total work worth Rs 
92,974 crore is under prog-
ress in West Bengal, covering 
track creation, station re-
development and safety en-
hancements.

MI News Service, Kolkata / 
New Delhi:  Ending all specula-
tions, US Secretary of State Mar-
co Rubio arrived in Kolkata on 
Saturday on the opening leg of his 
four-day diplomatic tour to India, 
with the city marking the visit 
that carries considerable political 
and historical resonance.

His arrival in the eastern me-
tropolis ended a 14-year hiatus 
since another American secre-
tary of state Hilary Clinton last 
visited the city in 2013. Moreover, 
Rubio’s visit comes only weeks 
after West Bengal witnessed a 
landmark political transition with 
a BJP government assuming of-
fice for the first time in the state.

In a post on X, US Ambassador 
to India Sergio Gor said, "Secre-
tary Marco Rubio has landed in 
Kolkata. This is his first trip to 
India. Later today, we will call on 
Prime Minister @narendramodi 
in New Delhi. Trade, Technology, 
Defense, QUAD, and many oth-
er items to discuss and advance 
over the next few days!"

Beginning his much anticipat-
ed four day Indian tour, US Sec-
retary of State Marco Rubio and 
his wife Jennet arrived in Kolkata 

this morning as their first trip to 
the country since taking office 
last year.

During his brief visit to the 
city  Rubio, his wife and other 
members of his delegation visited 
to the Mother’s House in Central 
Kolkata . After spending some 
time there and meeting with 
the sisters of the Missionaries of 
Charity, the US Secretary of State 
left for Delhi for a meeting  with 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 
the afternoon . .

The top US diplomat will also 
hold talks with External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar on Sunday 
and will attend a meeting of the 
Quad foreign ministers in Delhi 
on Tuesday. He is also expected 
to visit Agra and Jaipur.

"There's a lot to work on with 
India; they're a great ally and 
partner. We do a lot of good work 
with them, so this is an important 
trip," he said on Friday about his 
trip to India.

The two sides are also expect-
ed to hold talks on the US-Iran 
war and its economic impact, in-
cluding on energy supplies, and 
the recent tensions over the US 
imposing tariffs on India.

Rubio's visit is expected to 
serve as a high-level effort to put 
the partnership back on firmer 
ground, with both US President 
Donald Trump and PM Modi seen 
as personally invested in main-
taining momentum in bilateral 
ties.

His visit amid geopolitical 
crosswinds and a global energy 
crisis triggered by the Iran war  
has also assumed a special signif-
icance as all these issues came up 
for discussions during his meet-
ing  with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi.

Energy shipments through 
the Strait of Hormuz - a narrow 
shipping lane that has become a 
flashpoint since Israel and the US 
attacked Iran in February - have 
virtually ground to a halt.Iran has 
used the closure of the strait as 
a pressure tactic in the fragile 
peace negotiations with the US.

India, which imports more 
than 80% of its energy needs, is 
one of the worst affected coun-
tries as its vast population of 
more than 1.4 billion depends on 
overseas fuel supply, including 
cooking gas and petroleum prod-
ucts, to sustain daily life.

Rubio has already acknowl-
edged the challenges facing 
Asia's third largest economy.

"We want to sell them [India] 
as much energy as they'll buy. 
And obviously, you've seen, I 
think, we're at historic levels of 
US production and US export," 
he said.

There will be appetite in Delhi 
to boost its energy imports from 
the US as it will also help bridge 
the trade deficit that has been in 
India's favour - something that 
has constantly irked President 
Donald Trump.

The US goods trade deficit with 
India was USD 58.2 bn in 2025, a 
27.1% increase over 2024.

But it's not a straightforward 
solution. It's a much longer and 
expensive route for India to get 
energy shipments from the US.

And analysts say it is not log-
ical for India to fill the current 
shortfall in its imports from the 
US.

Trump earlier said India has 
committed to buying more than 
USD 500 bn worth of American 
goods

"Energy security is going to be 
the key theme of this visit because 

the Iran situation is not going to 
be resolved anytime soon. The 
US has already given a waiver to 
India on buying Russian oil, but 
Delhi is likely to push for more 
concessions," Vineet Prakash, 
associate professor of US studies 
at Delhi's Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity, said.

Rubio's visit also comes under 
the shadow of prolonged tensions 
between Delhi and Washington 
over trade negotiations and con-
flicting claims on who settled the 
brief India-Pakistan conflict last 
year.

While Trump has repeatedly 
claimed that he brokered peace 
between the neighbours, Delhi 
has consistently denied it with its 
stated policy of not welcoming a 
third party to mediate between 
the nuclear-armed nations in 
South Asia.

But Rubio is not likely to make 
statements around Pakistan on 
this trip.

"Any talks around Pakistan 
are likely to stay behind closed 
doors when Rubio meets leaders 
in Delhi," Prakash added.

Exports from India to the US 

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
During his brief three hour long 
maiden visit to this ‘City of Joy’ on 
Saturday, US Secretary of State Mar-
co Rubio toured Mother House, the 
headquarters of Saint Teresa's Mis-
sionaries of Charity, here.

Rubio arrived in Kolkata this 
morning, the first stop of his maiden 
four-day visit to India, and was wel-
comed by US Ambassador to India  
Sergio Gor at the city airport.

From the airport Rubio and his 
entourage including his wife Jennet, 
drove straight to the headquarters 
of the Missionaries of Charity in cen-
tral Kolkata . They spent sometime 
there and spoke with the sisters and 

other officials about its activities.
This is Rubio's first trip to India 

and also the first time a US Secre-
tary of State and the country’s top 
diplomat is visiting the eastern me-
tropolis after 2013.

The crucial visit of the American 
leader comes just weeks after the 
BJP assumed power in West Bengal, 
registering a landslide victory in the 
Assembly elections.

The Missionaries of Charity, 
founded by Mother Teresa in Kolk-
ata, is a Catholic congregation ded-
icated to serving the poor, sick and 
destitute across the world.

Accompanied by US Ambassa-
dor to India Sergio Gor and other 

officials, Rubio and his wife later 
visited Nirmala Shishu Bhavan - a 
children's home run by Missionar-
ies of Charity - during his Kolkata 
stopover.

"Joined @SecRubio in Kolkata for 
a visit to the Missionaries of Char-
ity. Moments like these remind us 
the US-India partnership rests not 
only on strong policies, but also 
on shared values and the spirit of 
selfless service that transcends bor-
ders," the US Ambassador to India 
posted on X.

Earlier in the day, welcoming the 
American leader to India, Gor wrote 
in a post on X, "Honored to welcome 
my friend @SecRubio to India! We 
have an ambitious agenda ahead, 
including the Quad Foreign Minis-
ters Meeting, focused on advancing 
@POTUS ' vision for an even stron-
ger U.S.-India partnership. Looking 
forward to great conversations and 
and making real progress togeth-
er!"her!"

Rubio is the  first US secretary 
of state to set foot in Kolkata since 
Hillary Clinton visited the city in May 
2013.

Rubio's India itinerary, scheduled 
from May 23 to 26 and also encom-
passing Agra, Jaipur, and New Del-
hi, is being viewed as diplomatically 
significant for his scheduled energy 
talks with India and the meeting 
with ministers from the Quad na-
tions.

"Well, we want to sell them as 
much energy as they'll buy. And ob-
viously, you've seen I think we're at 
historic levels of US production, and 
US export," Rubio told reporters in 
Miami before he embarked on the 
trip to Sweden and India.

Responding to a question about 
India being affected by high energy 
prices due to the closure of the Strait 
of Hormuz, Rubio described India as 
a "great partner" and said he was 
looking forward to meeting with 
ministers from the Quad nations.

The Quad meeting is planned for 
May 26, and it is scheduled to be at-
tended by Rubio, Australian Foreign 
Minister Penny Wong and Japanese 
Foreign Minister Motegi Toshimitsu, 
with Indian External Affairs Minis-
ter S Jaishankar presiding over it.

MI News Service, Kolkata:    
West Bengal Chief Minister 
Suvendu Adhikari said on 
Saturday that his govern-
ment will introduce a new 
recruitment policy in the 
next Budget session of the 
assembly to bring the state 
out from the present infamy 
situation, due to various re-
cruitment scams during the 
previous regime

Noting that the Calcutta 
High Court and the Supreme 
Court had to intervene in 
these illegalities during the 
previous Trinamool Con-
gress government, leading 
to the cancellation of 26,000 
school jobs, the new Chief 
minister said West Bengal's 
image suffered a dent and 
that there was a need to 
bring the state out of the sit-
uation.

"A Bill to enact a fresh 
recruitment policy will be 
introduced in the next Bud-
get session of the West Ben-
gal Assembly," Suvendu 
Adhikari said.

 Reiterating that Bengal 
has earned “infamy” be-
cause of multiple recruit-
ment scams under the pre-
vious Trinamool Congress’ 
15 years regime, Suvendu 
Adhikari said efforts must be 

made to restore the state’s 
image.

Addressing a central gov-
ernment Rozgar Mela pro-

gramme, organised to dis-
tribute appointment letters 

to newly recruited candi-
dates as part of a nationwide 

drive,  Suvendu Adhikari 
said the Calcutta High Court 

and the Supreme Court had 
to intervene in the alleged 
irregularities, as Bengal’s  
reputation was tarnished  .

"We have to bring our 
dear West Bengal out of this 
terrible situation," the Chief 
minister said.

He said the state, once 
known for its strong educa-
tional standards and intel-
lectual legacy, had gained 
"infamy" because of the 
school jobs and municipal 
recruitment scams.

"Even the examination 
centres were tainted in such 
a manner that Eastern Rail-
way, South Eastern Railway 
and Northeast Frontier Rail-
way were not holding their 
recruitment examinations in 
the state," he said.

According to him, many 
youths from Bengal had to 
travel to neighbouring Bihar, 
Assam and Odisha to appear 
for recruitment examina-
tions.

Highlighting the impact of 
the alleged irregularities, he 
said parents educate their 
children with hopes of se-
curing stable careers, but 
those aspirations were dam-
aged by recruitment-related 
corruption during the TMC 
regime.

MI News Service, New Delhi:  Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on Satur-
day virtually distributed appoint-
ment letters for central government 
jobs to more than 51,000 youths at 
a 'Rozgar Mela'.

Since the inception of 'Rozgar 
Mela', around 12 lakh recruitment 
letters have been issued through 18 
such events held across the coun-
try.

Addressing the function, PM 
Modi said, "Today is a very import-
ant day for thousands of youths 
across the country. Today, more 
than 51,000 young people have re-
ceived appointment letters for cen-
tral government jobs."

Today, all the recruited youths 
are becoming key partners in the 
country's journey of development. 
In railways, banking, defence, 
health, education and many other 
sectors, all the youths are about 
to take on new responsibilities, he 
said.

"In the coming years, you all are 
going to play an important role in 
fulfilling the resolve for a developed 
India. For this achievement, I con-
gratulate you, as well as your fami-
ly members, very warmly," he said.

The Prime minister said India's 
youth are playing a vital role in ac-
celerating the journey towards a 
'Viksit Bharat'.

"Rozgar Mela reflects our gov-
ernment's commitment to empow-
ering the 'Yuva Shakti' with new 
opportunities," he said.

PM Modi said the world is very 
excited about India's youth and 
technological progress.

"Today, the world wants to be a 
part of India's development jour-
ney," he said.

In keeping with the Prime min-
ister's commitment to prioritis-
ing employment generation, the 
'Rozgar Mela' is a major initiative 
aimed at translating this vision into 
reality, official sources said.

The 'Rozgar Mela' was held at 
47 locations across the country on 
Saturday. The appointees, selected 
from all parts of India, will join var-
ious ministries and departments, 
including railways, home affairs, 
health and family welfare, and de-
partments of financial services and 
higher education, among others.

West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari hands over an appointment letter to a newly appointed candidate during the Rozgar Mela at Dr. B.C. Roy Auditorium, Sealdah, 
in Kolkata on Saturday.

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio visited the Missionaries of Char-
ity (Mother House) as part of his India tour, in Kolkata on Saturday.
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MI News Service, Kharag-
pur :As part of the Govern-
ment of India’s continued
efforts to provide employ-
ment opportunities to the
youth, the 19th edition of
the Rozgar Mela was suc-
cessfully organized on 23rd
May 2026 at 47 locations
across the country. On this
occasion, Shri Narendra
Modi, Hon’ble Prime Minis-
ter of India virtually ad-
dressed the new
appointees and distribut-
edletters for Offer of ap-
pointment to around
51,000 newly recruited
candidates for various Cen-
tral Government depart-
ments and organizations.

At Kharagpur, the
event was held at the
Multi-Disciplinary Zonal
Training Institute
(MDZTI ) /Superv i sors ’
Training Centre (STC),
where around 142 ap-

pointment letters were
handed over to the newly
appointed candidates.

The event was graced
as Chief Guest by Shri
Shantanu Thakur,Hon’ble
Minister of State for Ports,

Shipping & Waterways,
Govt of India.Shri Dilip
Ghosh, Hon’ble Minister of
Agriculture Marketing, An-
imal Resources Develop-
ment, Panchayats & Rural
Development, Govt of West

Bengal also graced the
event with his dignified
presence.

The dignitaries ad-
dressed the gathering and
congratulated the new re-
cruits. They lauded the

Central Government’s ini-
tiative for generating
large-scale employment
and encouraged the ap-
pointees to contribute
meaningfully to national
development through their
respective roles.

Shri Lalit Mohan
Pandey, Divisional Railway
Manager (DRM), Kharag-
pur, along with other sen-
ior divisional officers, were
also present during the
event. DRM Kharagpur
also addressed the candi-
dates and offered words of
encouragement and high-
lighted the importance of
public service.

The Rozgar Mela
marks another milestone
in the government’s mis-
sion to empower youth,
promote skill-based em-
ployment, and ensure
transparent and timely re-
cruitment processes.

Papiya Adhikary, MLA from Tollygunge, along with Behala Purba MLA Sankar Sikdar, 
inspected the Adi Ganga improvement work at Kudghat on Saturday.

19th Rozgar Mela Held Nationwide; Over 51,000 Youth
Receive Central Government Appointment Letters

MI News Service, Kolkata :
Great Learning on Thurs-
day said professionals
from non-technical educa-
tional backgrounds ac-
counted for 66 per cent of
enrolments in its Artificial
Intelligence (AI) pro-
grammes during FY26,
highlighting rising work-
place adoption of AI tools
across industries.

The ed-tech company
said nearly 64 per cent of
these learners had more
than 12 years of work ex-
perience. Senior profes-
sionals and business
leaders from sectors such
as BFSI, healthcare,
pharma, manufacturing,
FMCG, retail, education
and research are increas-
ingly enrolling in AI pro-
grammes to improve
operational efficiency and
business decision-making.

MI News Service, Nadia : A
man whose name allegedly
sparked fear among local
residents in parts of Nadia
district has finally landed
in police custody. He was
produced in court on Sat-
urday and court ordered
for police remand for 2
days, a police sources said.

Ramzan Ali Mondal,
described by locals as a
powerful Trinamool Con-
gress-linked strongman
from Hazrapur under the
Dhantala Aranghata area
in Nadia, was arrested fol-
lowing multiple allegations
of intimidation, extortion
and illegal control over
local businesses and ferry
operations.

According to local com-
plaints, Mondal had al-
legedly built a reign of fear
in the area over the years.
Residents accused him of
threatening people, forcibly
taking control of river ferry
ghats and compelling

traders and locals to pur-
chase construction materi-
als such as sand, cement
and stone chips only from
his own establishments.
Many villagers claimed that
ordinary life had become
increasingly difficult under
his influence.

The turning point re-
portedly came when local
resident Rajkumar Chowd-
hury lodged a written com-

plaint at the Aranghata po-
lice outpost against
Ramzan Ali Mondal and his
close associate Pradip
Santra. Acting on the com-
plaint, police initiated an
operation under the lead-
ership of Aranghata out-
post in-charge Prabhas
Saha.

Police later arrested
Ramzan Ali Mondal from
his residence in Hazrapur,
while his associate Pradip
Santra was detained from
the local market area. Both
were subsequently taken to
Dhantala Police Station for
further legal proceedings.

On Saturday, Dhantala
police produced the duo
before the Ranaghat court
and sought police custody
for interrogation. Follow-
ing the arrests, many resi-
dents expressed relief,
claiming that the area may
finally witness peace after
years of alleged intimida-
tion and unrest.

TMC Strongman arrested in Nadia, locals claim relief after years of fear Non-technical professionals
account for 66% of AI enrolments

at Great Learning in FY26

MI News Service,
Kharagpur : A BJP victory
celebration organized in
the Tutranga Gram Pan-
chayat area of Narayan-
garh block in West
Medinipur district became
the center of attention
when Narayangarh As-
sembly constituency MLA
Ramaprasad Giri was seen
enthusiastically celebrat-
ing with party workers.

During the victory rally
held on Saturday, the MLA
not only participated with
supporters but also sud-
denly climbed onto a JCB
machine and was seen
dancing energetically while
applying saffron-colored
abir (gulal). A large num-
ber of BJP supporters were
present during the rally.

The atmosphere
turned completely festive
with drums, slogans, and
clouds of colored powder
filling the air. During the
procession, a politically
charged song playing on
the loudspeaker added to

the excitement, and MLA
Ramaprasad Giri could not
resist joining the workers
in dancing to the tune. His
energetic performance
atop the JCB further
boosted the enthusiasm
among supporters.Videos
and photographs of the in-
cident quickly became a
topic of discussion across

the area. Various reactions
are also emerging in polit-
ical circles regarding the
celebration. Local BJP
workers stated that the
victory procession was or-
ganized to celebrate the
party’s electoral success
and organizational
strength in the Panchayat
area. According to party

workers, the MLA shared
the joy with ordinary
workers and participated
wholeheartedly in the 
celebrations. The entire
episode has added a 
new dimension to
Narayangarh politics,
while opposition parties
are also closely watching
the viral celebration.

Narayangarh MLA Ramaprasad Giri Dances with
Supporters on JCB During Victory Celebration

MI News Service, Kharag-
pur : As part of the Govern-
ment of India’s initiative to
provide employment oppor-
tunities to the youth, the
19th Rozgar Mela was or-
ganized on Saturday 47 dif-
ferent centers across the
country. On this occasion,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi addressed the event
virtually and distributed ap-
pointment letters to around
51,000 newly selected can-
didates in various central
government departments
and organizations.In
Kharagpur, the program
was held at the Multi-Disci-
plinary Zonal Training Insti-
tute / Supervisors Training
Center, where nearly 142
newly appointed candidates
were handed their appoint-
ment letters. A sense of ex-
citement and joy was visible
among the selected candi-
dates and their family mem-
bers during the event.Union
Minister of State for Ports,
Shipping and Waterways
Shantanu Thakur attended
the event as the chief guest.

West Bengal Minister for
Agricultural Marketing, An-
imal Resources Develop-
ment, Panchayat and Rural
Development Dilip Ghosh
was also specially present at
the program.Both digni-
taries congratulated the
newly appointed youths and
said that the central govern-
ment is continuously work-
ing to create employment
opportunities for the youth.
They urged the candidates
to work with honesty and
dedication and actively con-
tribute to the development
of the nation.Several senior
railway officials, including
Kharagpur Division Divi-
sional Railway Manager

Lalit Mohan Pandey, were
also present at the event. In
his address, the DRM said
that public service is a great
responsibility and that
young employees should
fulfill their duties towards
society and the nation
through their work.It is
noteworthy that the Rozgar
Mela is part of the central
government’s broader ini-
tiative aimed at providing
employment to youths
through a transparent and
fast recruitment process,
promoting skill-based em-
ployment, and ensuring
greater participation of
young people in the coun-
try’s development.

Kharagpur: Appointment Letters Distributed
to 142 Youths in Presence of Union Ministers

19th Rozgar Mela organized across the country; more than 51,000 youths received appointment letters

MI News Service, Kharag-
pur : With the aim of en-
suring the peaceful and
harmonious celebration of
the upcoming Bakrid festi-
val, the police administra-
tion organized a special
meeting on Saturday in the
Belda police station area of
West Medinipur district.
Representatives of various
Eid Committees from the
region attended the meet-
ing, which was held at a
guest house in Belda.Dur-
ing the meeting, adminis-
trative officials discussed
several important issues in
detail, including govern-
ment guidelines for
Bakrid, security arrange-
ments, traffic manage-
ment, and maintenance of
law and order during the
festival. Police officials ap-
pealed to all committee
members to maintain com-
munal harmony and
brotherhood during the
celebrations and to strictly
follow the instructions is-

sued by the administra-
tion.The administration
also stated that strict vigi-
lance would be maintained
against any kind of rumor
or anti-social activity, and
immediate action would be
taken if necessary. Officials
assured that the police ad-
ministration would remain
fully alert throughout the
festival to ensure the
safety and convenience of
the public.Several police
officials, including Ripon
Bal, Nilendu Das, and the

Belda Circle Inspector (CI),
were present at the impor-
tant meeting. The officers
appealed to all Eid Com-
mittee representatives for
cooperation, stating that
only through joint efforts
can the festival be cele-
brated peacefully and in
an organized manner.At
the end of the meeting, the
administration conveyed a
message encouraging peo-
ple to celebrate Bakrid
with love, harmony, and
mutual respect.

Special Police Administration Meeting Held in Belda Ahead
of Bakrid, Important Guidelines Issued to Eid Committees

MI News Service, Kolkata:
Prabal Roy, 59, had just one
year of service left when life
came to a sudden halt as
mild joint pain that he was
experiencing two years ago
spiralled into severe, almost
unbearable agony. Medical
investigations revealed that
he had multiple myeloma —
a cancer of plasma cells in
the bone marrow that can af-
fect immunity, bones and kid-
ney function.

Roy, a former production
manager at Castrol India Ltd,
feared the worst. The pain
was so intense that he could
barely turn in bed. Today,
after undergoing advanced
cancer treatment, including
targeted immunotherapy
and autologous stem cell
transplant at HCG Cancer
Hospital, Kolkata, his disease
is in remission. He had ini-
tially started treatment at a
hospital near his home in Be-
hala but was not satisfied
with the outcome. An ac-
quaintance then told him
about the positive results
achieved under Dr Arijit
Bishnu, Consultant, Haema-
tology & BMT, HCG Cancer
Hospital, Kolkata. That
brought him to the New
Town hospital. “I could not

bear the slightest jerk at the
time. My car had to travel at
barely 20kmph for the 24km
journey from Behala to New
Town,” Roy recalled. His
bone pain was a typical
warning sign of multiple
myeloma, which can erode
and weaken bones from
within the marrow. Assess-
ment revealed that he had
stage III disease. Dr Bishnu
started him on targeted im-
munotherapy, which works
by attacking specific markers
on cancerous plasma cells,
such as CD38, while sparing
surrounding healthy cells
more than conventional
chemotherapy. Roy subse-
quently underwent an autol-
ogous stem cell transplant, a
procedure in which a pa-
tient’s own blood-forming
stem cells are collected,
stored and later infused back

after high-dose chemother-
apy to help the bone marrow
recover. “During the stem cell
treatment, I had to stay in
hospital for 36 days confined
to the cabin to reduce infec-
tion risk. It was a period of
great anxiety for me and my
wife,” he said. The results
were encouraging. He was
later put on IV immunother-
apy till December 2024. By
then, his pain had subsided
and he was walking inde-
pendently. Oral medicines
continued. One year later, his
blood report showed no de-
tectable M-band, suggesting
absence of measurable dis-
ease. The finding was recon-
firmed in March 2025,
indicating remission. “Early
diagnosis, followed by timely
and appropriate treatment,
can lead to good outcomes,
prevent morbidity and pre-
serve quality of life,” said Dr
Bishnu. “Targeted im-
munotherapy, combined with
autologous stem cell trans-
plant in suitable patients, has
changed the treatment out-
look for multiple myeloma by
enabling deeper remission
and better quality of life,”
said Dr Rupali Basu, Re-
gional Business Head – East
& AP, HCG Cancer Hospitals.

Immunotherapy and BMT bat together to defeat multiple myeloma

MI News Service, Puru-
lia / Jhargram: State
party high command has
launched a sweeping dis-
ciplinary drive, issuing
show –cause notices to
more that 50 functionar-
ies across the state of
their alleged roles in
poster –election distur-
bances. The action follow multiple com-
plaints that surfaced after the recent polls
alleging intimidation, physical assaults on
occupation of rival party office.

A disciplinary committee consulted soon
after the elections is probing complaints re-
ceived from several districts, with sources
confirming significant numbers of notices
from Purlia and Jhargram and additional
cases repoted from other parts of South
Bengal. Incidents in North Bengal have
been fewer, officials said. The committee
has given all addressed one week to re-
spond; meanwhile, those served with no-
tices have been barred from participating
in party activities pending further orders
from state leadership. Committee Chief
Pratap Banerjee said the probe is compre-
hensive and impartial. “Complaints have
come from more or less all districts. We are
investigating each allegation and will take
necessary each allegation and will take nec-
essary action,’’ he told reporters. The state-

ment underscored the
leadership’s insistence on
strict organization disci-
pline and a deemed dam-
aging to the party ‘s
image and public order.
Party sources said the
leadership had repeatedly
warned cadres to desist
from acts of coercion and

hooliganism since assuming office, and that
monitoring cell was set up to keep watch on
errant functionary Shamik Bhattacharya
stressed that grassroots strength must be
earned that legitimate public service, not
through muscle or coercion. He reiterated
that unions and local organization must op-
erate within legal and organizational norms
and that no one would receive leniency for
violating directives. The show –cause no-
tices signal a calibrated approach: rather
than immediate suspensions, the leadership
has opted for formal warning and opportu-
nities for explanation, even as it reserved
the right to pursue stringent serious
breaches. Political analysts say the move re-
flects a bid to rein unruly elements while
projecting an image of internal accountabil-
ity. For now, the state until appears deter-
mined while managing the optics of post
–poll governance; the coming week will re-
veal whether the inquiry produces further
disciplinary steps or reversals.

South Bengal shakeup: 50+ Party workers hit with notices

Orange alert in North Bengal; 
Humidity surge to chock South
MI News Service, Kolkata: A
pronounced weather swing is
set to grip West Bengal today
as the Meteorological Depart-
ment issues localized warn-
ings and heat advisories
across the state. Heavy to very
heavy rainfall is expected
over large parts of North Ben-
gal under an orange alert,
while southern districts con-
tinue to reel under oppressive
daytime temperatures. The
weather office has singled out
Darjeeling, Kalimpong, Cooch
Behar and Uttar Dinajpur for
heavy-rain warnings, with
very heavy downpours fore-
cast for Jalpaiguri and Alipur-
duar. Authorities cautioned
residents and local adminis-
trations to brace for intense
precipitation, poor visibility on
roads and possible waterlog-
ging in low-lying areas. Gusty
winds accompanying the rain
may complicate relief meas-
ures and impede traffic, offi-
cials said.

Nanoor rocked by night blasts, two arrested after CCTV clues
MI News Service, Birbhum:Nanoor’s
Takhnora village plunged into fear
late Friday as a barrage of explosive
device rattle lane and damage
homes in what police and local lead-
ers describe as frictional attack. Mul-
tiple blasts targets residence of
several local TMC leaders and activ-
ities, leaving residents shaken and
two persons arrested after showing
suspects fleeing with sacks allegedly containing explosive .
The attacks, concentrated in the Thupasara area, struck the
homes of Bappa Chowdhury and at least five other activists
— Alo Chowdhury, Rahul Sheikh, Sheikh Firoz, Sheikh Nazir
and Abul Hossain Sheikh. Eyewitnesses recounted a terri-
fying succession of detonations. “Bomb after bomb — the
whole area filled with smoke,” one villager said. “People ran
for their lives; had police not arrived, there would have been
casualties.” Several houses sustained visible damage to
doors and windows.

Investigators said CCTV footage from outside Alo Chowd-
hury’s residence formed the basis for rapid arrests. The video
reportedly shows multiple individuals hastily departing the
scene carrying large bags. Police confirmed two arrests and
said forensic teams and bomb-disposal squads were deployed
to collect remnants and establish the devices’ composition. A
formal FIR has been lodged and officers are pursuing further
leads. Local leaders immediately blamed a rival faction within
the same political formation for orchestrating the nocturnal
violence. According to one claimant, the alleged perpetrators
were previously expelled on charges of extortion and have
returned to exact revenge through violent means. The ac-
cused group has not issued a public statement, and formal
attribution remains subject to ongoing police verification.

Chakdah shock: Probe begins
into trader’s trackside death
MI News Service, South 24
Parganas: A disturbing dis-
covery in Sukanta Palli has
prompted an urgent probe
after the bloodied body of 42-
year-old seasonal trader Pra-
math Mandal was recovered
near rail lines on Saturday
morning. Local police have
launched multiple lines of in-
quiry to establish whether
Mandal died in a collision,
took his own life, or was the
victim of foul play. Residents
raised the alarm at about 8
a.m. after spotting Mandal’s
motionless body beside the
tracks and a scooty aban-
doned on the adjacent road.
Emergency responders
rushed him first to Chakdah
State General Hospital and
then to Kalyani Medical Col-
lege and JNM Hospital,
where he was declared dead.
Visible injuries and the cir-
cumstances of discovery
have deepened suspicions
and alarm in the neighbour-
hood. Pramath, a well-
known vendor in the Down
Station area, earned his
livelihood selling seasonal
items such as umbrellas and
winter garments. Neighbours
said he left home on his
scooty early in the morning.
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Continued form Pg 1: sharply 
fell across sectors, including tex-
tiles, after tariffs were imposed

Meanwhile, the last few 
months have also seen Washing-
ton and Delhi offering an olive 
branch to each other.

Trump's decision to lower 
reciprocal tariffs on India ear-
lier this year from 50% to 18% 
after a 10-month impasse was 
met with a huge sense of relief 
in Delhi.

The two sides are currently 
negotiating the final text of a 
broader bilateral deal, but fur-

ther details of the negotiations 
remain sketchy.

Trade experts, meanwhile, 
are circumspect about the big 
numbers being thrown around 
because India's current trade 
with the US is at a fraction of the 
USD 500 bn figure and Trump's 
announcements haven't been 
met with tangible investment 
commitments from India yet.

For instance, Mukesh Amba-
ni, one of India's richest men, 
has been conspicuously silent 
on Trump's pronouncement that 
his company Reliance Industries 

will back a  USD 300 bn oil re-
finery in Brownsville, Texas - the 
first in the US in 50 years.

But amid uncertainty around 
what the final text of the trade 
agreement with the US will en-
tail, India's exports to the US re-
mained stable at USD 87.3 bn in 
the year ended March 2026.

"Exports rose 0.9% year-on-
year despite steep reciprocal 
tariffs between May 2025 and 
February 2026," Ajay Srivas-
tava of the Global Trade and 
Research Initiative think-tank 
said.

MI News Service, Kolkata: 
The West Bengal government 
on Saturday announced a com-
prehensive package of health-
care reforms aimed at improv-
ing medical access, reducing 
treatment costs and expanding 
health coverage across the 
state. Following a high-level 
review meeting, Chief Minis-
ter SuvenduAdhikari unveiled 
a series of initiatives, includ-
ing the implementation of the 
Ayushman Bharat health insur-
ance scheme, the expansion of 
affordable medicine networks 
and enhanced support for pa-
tients suffering from serious 
illnesses.

One of the most significant 
announcements was the launch 
of 469 Pradhan Mantri Jan 
AushadhiKendras across West 
Bengal. These centres will be 
established at block primary 
health centres, rural hospitals 
and sub-divisional hospitals to 
provide quality generic med-

icines at substantially lower 
prices than those available in 
the open market.

Explaining the benefits of 
the initiative, the Chief Minister 
stated that families currently 
spending around ₹2,000 every 
month on medicines could see 
their expenses reduced to near-
ly ₹200 by purchasing medicines 
from Jan Aushadhi outlets. 
The programme is expected to 
benefit thousands of patients 
requiring lifelong treatment for 
ailments such as diabetes, hy-
pertension, heart disease and 
other chronic health conditions.

The government also an-
nounced that medicines used 
in the treatment of critical and 
life-threatening diseases will 
be made available at discounts 
ranging between 50 and 80 per 
cent under the Amrit scheme. 
Officials believe this move will 
provide considerable financial 
relief to families burdened by 
expensive medical treatments.

At present, nearly 18,000 
Jan AushadhiKendras oper-
ate across India. The Central 
Government has set a target 
of increasing that number to 
25,000 by 2027. Incentives of 
up to ₹2 lakh are also available 
for women entrepreneurs and 
members of Scheduled Caste 
and Scheduled Tribe commu-
nities interested in establishing 
such centres.

The Chief Minister further 
confirmed the implementation 
of the Ayushman Bharat scheme 
in West Bengal. Nearly six crore 
beneficiaries currently covered 
under the SwasthyaSathi pro-
gramme will be seamlessly in-
tegrated into Ayushman Bharat 
without losing any healthcare 
benefits. Fresh enrolment for 
eligible citizens is expected to 
begin from July.

The state government has 
allocated ₹976 crore for the im-
plementation of the scheme. Of-
ficials expect the integration to 
strengthen healthcare delivery 
while improving coordination 
with central government health 
programmes.

Another key initiative is the 
establishment of AyushmanAr-
ogyaMandirs across the state. 
A formal agreement is sched-
uled to be signed in New Delhi 
during the first week of June. 
These centres will offer free 
healthcare services and ensure 
that people from West Bengal 
living, studying or working in 
other parts of the country can 
also access medical assistance 
under the programme.

The announcements reflect 
the government’s broader strat-
egy to strengthen public health-
care infrastructure, expand 
insurance coverage and make 
affordable treatment accessible 
to millions across West Bengal.
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Jan Aushadhi Expansion Mark 
Major Health Reforms in Bengal

MI News Service, Kolkata:  
The Indian Chamber of Com-
merce (ICC) organised the 
18th ICC Wealth & Capital 
Markets Summit in Kolkata, 
bringing together policymak-
ers, regulators, financial ex-
perts and industry leaders to 
discuss strategies for sustain-
ing India’s economic growth 
and advancing the vision of a 
$7 trillion economy.

The inaugural session fea-
tured key addresses from 
leading figures in the financial 
sector, including Atanu Sen, 
Chairman of the ICC National 
Expert Committee on BFSI; 
Amarjeet Singh, Whole-Time 
Member of the Securities 
and Exchange Board of India 
(SEBI); Venkat N. Chalasani, 
Chief Executive Officer of the 
Association of Mutual Funds 
in India (AMFI); Sashi Krish-
nan, Director of the National 
Institute of Securities Markets 
(NISM); and Dr Rajeev Singh, 
Director General of ICC.

Addressing the summit, 
SEBI Whole-Time Member 
Amarjeet Singh stressed the 
need to broaden access to 
capital markets beyond tra-
ditional financial centres. He 
highlighted the increasing 
participation of retail inves-
tors and the growing role of 
systematic investment plans 
(SIPs) in household financial 
planning. 

AMFI CEO Venkat N. Cha-
lasani pointed to the remark-
able growth of the mutual 
fund industry, with assets 
under management rising 
from nearly ₹14 lakh crore in 
2017-18 to around ₹82 lakh 
crore today. He said greater 
financial literacy and investor 
awareness would be crucial to 
expanding participation and 
mobilising household savings 
into productive investments.

The summit also featured 
discussions on the role of 
mutual funds in ensuring 
macroeconomic stability, the 

emergence of GIFT City as an 
international financial hub, 
alternative investment oppor-
tunities, technology-driven 
wealth management solutions 
and the future of private mar-
kets.

A special fireside con-
versation with Nilesh Shah, 
Managing Director of Kotak 
Mahindra Asset Management 
Company, focused on investor 
confidence, financial disci-
pline and the importance of 
trust in building sustainable 
wealth.

Concluding the event, ICC 
Director General Dr Rajeev 
Singh highlighted the impor-
tance of maintaining investor 
confidence while channeling 
domestic capital into produc-
tive sectors. He said strong 
financial institutions, respon-
sible regulation and growing 
market participation would 
remain central to India’s jour-
ney towards becoming a de-
veloped economy by 2047.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  Chief Minister Su-
venduAdhikari on Saturday 
announced a series of reforms 
aimed at increasing transpar-
ency in government recruit-
ment, stating that the state 
must move beyond controver-
sies that have overshadowed 
hiring processes in recent 
years.

Addressing a large gath-
ering at a RozgarMela in 
Sealdah, the Chief Minister 
referred to allegations and 
legal disputes surrounding 
recruitment during the pre-
vious administration. He said 
recruitment-related contro-
versies, including cases in-
volving school and municipal 
appointments, had damaged 
the state’s reputation and led 
to prolonged court battles. 
Several of those cases remain 
under judicial consideration, 
while investigations into al-
leged irregularities are con-
tinuing.

Speaking on the need for 
reform, Adhikari said the 
government was committed 
to creating a fair and trans-
parent recruitment system 
that would inspire confidence 
among job seekers. He noted 
that issues related to recruit-

ment had attracted interven-
tion from both the Calcutta 
High Court and the Supreme 
Court, including the cancella-
tion of thousands of teaching 
appointments, highlighting 
the need for systemic chang-
es.

One of the key announce-
ments made by the Chief Min-
ister concerns the handling 
of OMR-based examinations. 
According to him, candidates 
currently submit both their 
answer sheets and carbon 
copies during the examina-
tion process. Under the pro-
posed changes, examinees 
will be allowed to retain their 
OMR carbon copies after the 
test, enabling them to verify 
their responses and ensuring 
greater transparency in eval-
uation.

Adhikari also announced 
plans to reduce the weightage 
assigned to oral or viva voce 
examinations. He argued that 
interview-based assessments 
often create greater scope for 
subjective decision-making 
and potential irregularities. 
To address these concerns, 
the government intends to 
lower viva marks and publish 
interview scores on official 
websites, making the selec-

tion process more transparent 
and accountable.

Emphasising merit-based 
recruitment, the Chief Min-
ister remarked that appoint-
ments would no longer be 
influenced through infor-
mal channels. “Recruitment 
will not happen through 
WhatsApp messages,” he said, 
stressing that every stage of 
the process would follow es-
tablished procedures and be 
subject to public scrutiny.

The Chief Minister further 
alleged that several centrally 
conducted examinations had 
previously faced obstacles 
in the state. He said the new 
administration would align 
recruitment procedures with 
the standards followed by the 
Central Government and im-
plement practices designed 
to ensure fairness and credi-
bility.

More than 50,000 job 
seekers participated in the 
RozgarMela, where the an-
nouncements were made. The 
reforms are expected to form 
a key part of the government’s 
broader agenda to restore 
confidence in public recruit-
ment and provide equal op-
portunities to eligible candi-
dates across West Bengal.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:  : Chief Minister 
SuvenduAdhikari on Sat-
urday announced a series 
of major healthcare de-
velopments, highlighting 
increased cooperation be-
tween the Centre and the 
state in strengthening Ben-
gal’s public health infra-
structure.

Addressing a press con-
ference after a high-lev-
el health review meeting, 
the Chief Minister said the 
Central Government has re-
leased ₹500 crore to West 
Bengal under the Nation-
al Health Mission (NHM), 
which forms part of the total 
approved allocation of ₹2,103 
crore for the state. He stated 
that the remaining funds are 
expected to be released after 
pending utilisation certifi-
cates from previous financial 
years are submitted.

According to Adhikari, 
the previous state adminis-
tration had not submitted 
utilisation certificates for 
the 2021-22 financial year, 
delaying the release of sub-
sequent instalments. He said 
the state government has 
requested the Centre to re-
lease the pending funds and 
expressed hope that once the 
necessary documentation is 
furnished by the concerned 
authorities, allocations for 
the 2023-24 and 2024-25 fi-
nancial years would also be 
disbursed.

The Chief Minister fur-

ther announced that the 
Central Government has 
approved ₹976 crore as its 
share for implementing the 
Ayushman Bharat health 
insurance programme in 
West Bengal. In addition, the 
state is expected to receive 
healthcare-related financial 
support under the recom-
mendations of the Fifteenth 
Finance Commission.

Emphasising the bene-
fits of Centre-State collab-
oration, Adhikari said the 
health sector is already wit-
nessing significant positive 
changes. He expressed con-
fidence that citizens would 
begin experiencing the im-
pact of these initiatives in 
the coming months through 
improved medical facilities 
and wider healthcare cov-
erage.

The government also 
plans to propose new med-
ical colleges in Alipurduar, 
Kalimpong, South Dinajpur 
and Asansol. The Chief Min-

ister said formal proposals 
for these institutions would 
soon be sent to the Union 
Health Ministry. He fur-
ther revealed that the state 
would submit a proposal for 
establishing an AIIMS-level 
institution in North Bengal, 
adding that Union Health 
Minister officials are expect-
ed to send three inspection 
teams shortly to assess the 
proposals.

On healthcare coverage, 
Adhikari reiterated that 
nearly six crore benefi-
ciaries currently enrolled 
under the SwasthyaSathi 
scheme would be integrated 
into Ayushman Bharat at the 
earliest. He also announced 
that a formal programme for 
the launch of AyushmanAr-
ogyaMandirs would be held 
in New Delhi during the first 
week of June. These centres 
will provide healthcare ser-
vices not only to residents 
within West Bengal but also 
to those studying or working 
elsewhere in India.

The Chief Minister addi-
tionally announced that the 
nationwide cervical cancer 
vaccination programme, in-
troduced by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi earlier this 
year, will be launched in 
West Bengal on May 30 from 
Bidhannagar Sub-Divisional 
Hospital. On the same day, 
the state government will 
also organise a special work-
shop as part of its tubercu-
losis-free Bengal campaign.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  
The West Bengal government 
has announced an ambi-
tious expansion of the state’s 
healthcare infrastructure, in-
cluding plans to establish four 
new medical college hospitals 
and launch a large-scale re-
cruitment drive in the health 
sector within the next three 
months. The announcements 
were made by Chief Minis-
ter SuvenduAdhikari after 
a high-level review meeting 
with officials of the Health 
Department at Nabanna on 
Saturday.

Addressing the media, the 
Chief Minister said that four 
districts of West Bengal—Ali-
purduar, PaschimBardhaman, 
Kalimpong and DakshinDina-
jpur—still do not have medi-
cal colleges. To address the 
gap in healthcare and medical 
education facilities, the state 
government has decided to 
initiate the process of setting 
up medical college-level hos-
pitals in all four districts.

Adhikari stated that the 
government would soon pre-
pare and submit detailed 
proposals to the Central 
Government, including land 
availability and infrastructure 
plans, to secure approval and 

support for the projects. He 
said the initiative aligns with 
the vision of ensuring that 
every district in the country 
has access to a medical col-
lege and advanced healthcare 
services.

“We want to assure the 
people of West Bengal that 
a new chapter in healthcare 
development is beginning 
through cooperation between 
the Centre and the state. Cit-
izens will start experiencing 
the benefits of these initiatives 
in the near future,” the Chief 
Minister said.

The government is also 
planning to seek approval for 
a second AIIMS institution in 
West Bengal. According to 
Adhikari, discussions will be 
held with Members of Par-
liament and legislators from 
North Bengal before forward-
ing a formal proposal to the 
Union Government. The pro-
posed institution is expected 
to strengthen tertiary health-
care facilities in the northern 
part of the state and reduce 
dependence on hospitals lo-
cated in Kolkata and neigh-
bouring states.

Alongside infrastructure 
development, the govern-
ment has announced a ma-

jor recruitment initiative to 
address manpower shortages 
across the healthcare system. 
Standing alongside Chief Sec-
retary Manoj Kumar Agarwal 
and Principal Adviser Sub-
rata Gupta, the Chief Minis-
ter said doctors, nurses and 
other healthcare personnel 
would be recruited through a 
transparent and time-bound 
process.

According to the govern-
ment, only 53 per cent of sanc-
tioned positions under various 
state and centrally sponsored 
health programmes have 
been filled so far, significantly 
lower than the national av-
erage, which has reportedly 
reached 98 per cent. Adhikari 
said the administration aims 
to bridge this gap by complet-
ing fresh recruitment within 
the next three months.

The Chief Minister also 
highlighted concerns over 
delays in quality certification 
under the National Quality 
Assurance Standards pro-
gramme. He noted that West 
Bengal has achieved only 
56.68 per cent progress in this 
area and set a target of reach-
ing 100 per cent compliance 
during the current financial 
year.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  
A councillor of the South Dum 
Dum Municipality was found 
dead under mysterious circum-
stances on Saturday, triggering 
political reactions and demands 
for a thorough investigation. 
The body of Sanjay Das, coun-
cillor of Ward No. 18 and a 
member of the municipality’s 
board in charge of health-relat-
ed matters, was recovered from 
his residence in the Nagarbazar 
area.

Police from Nagarbazar Po-
lice Station rushed to the spot 
after receiving information and 
shifted him to a nearby hospital. 
Doctors at ILS Hospital declared 
him dead on arrival. Preliminary 
findings suggest a case of sui-
cide, though the exact cause of 
death will be determined after 
the post-mortem examination.

According to local sources, 
an anonymous notice had re-
portedly been pasted outside 
Das’s residence a few days ago. 
The notice allegedly accused 
him of illegally occupying land 

and forcibly collecting money, 
demanding that all such assets 
be returned. Residents claimed 
that the councillor had been un-
der considerable mental stress 
since the incident.

Das was considered a close 
associate of political leader 
Debraj Chakraborty, who was 
recently arrested in connection 
with multiple cases, including 
alleged extortion and post-poll 
violence. Several other leaders 
reportedly linked to him have 
also come under police scrutiny 
in recent days.

Following the councillor’s 
death, former MLA Aditi Mun-
shi visited the hospital to stand 
beside the grieving family. Se-
nior Trinamool Congress lead-
ers SovandebChattopadhyay 
and Kunal Ghosh later alleged 
that Das had been subjected to 
severe mental harassment and 
demanded a fair and impartial 
investigation into the circum-
stances leading to his death. 
Police have initiated an inquiry 
into the incident.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  
The Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) has intensified its inves-
tigation into the alleged coal 
smuggling racket in West Ben-
gal, issuing fresh summons to 
former Budbud police station 
Officer-in-Charge Manoranjan-
Mondal and several business-
men suspected of having links 
to the case.

According to sources, near-
ly a dozen businessmen have 
come under the agency’s scan-
ner. Among those summoned 
are Krishna Koyal, Ritesh Singh, 
Lokesh Singh, Yudhishthir Ghosh 
and Narendra Kharka. The in-
dividuals have been directed to 
appear before ED officials at the 
CGO Complex in Kolkata next 
week for questioning.

This is not the first time Man-
oranjanMondal has been called 
by the central agency. Investiga-
tors had previously issued multi-
ple summonses to the former po-
lice officer in connection with the 

coal smuggling case, but he re-
portedly failed to appear before 
the agency on each occasion. 
Following the recent change in 
government in the state, the ED 
has once again moved to secure 
his presence for interrogation.

The ED had also conducted 
a raid at Mondal’s residence in 
Durgapur in March this year 
after repeated non-compliance 
with summonses. Finding no one 
at the premises, officials report-
edly pasted a notice at the resi-
dence before leaving.

Mondal was suspended in 
2024 over separate corrup-
tion-related allegations. The 
latest summons indicate that 
the former officer remains un-
der scrutiny as the ED widens 
its probe into the alleged coal 
smuggling network operating 
across the state. The develop-
ment comes just days after the 
agency arrested a senior Kolkata 
Police officer in a separate fraud 
investigation.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  State 
minister Agnimitra Paul launched a 
sharp attack on Kolkata Mayor Fir-
had Hakim and the previous state 
administration while commenting 
on the recent factory fire tragedy 
that claimed several lives. The min-
ister alleged serious lapses in civic 
monitoring and enforcement, raising 
questions about how alleged illegal 
structures continued to operate with-
out necessary clearances.

Speaking to reporters, Agnimitra 
Paul questioned why civic author-
ities had failed to identify alleged 
violations over the past 15 years. 
She said that ensuring compliance 
with building and safety regulations 
was the responsibility of the Kolk-
ata Municipal Corporation and its 
leadership. Referring to the fire at a 
Wow Momo factory unit, the minister 
claimed that a water body had been 
encroached upon and a warehouse 
constructed without the required 
permissions and fire safety approv-
als.

According to Paul, the tragedy 
resulted in the deaths of around 30 
workers under extremely distressing 
circumstances. She alleged that the 
premises lacked proper authorisa-
tion and further claimed that work-
ers had been trapped inside after 

doors were locked from the outside. 
Describing the incident as deeply 
painful, she said accountability must 
be fixed for any administrative fail-
ures that may have contributed to the 
disaster.

The minister also criticised former 
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, al-
leging that the previous government 
failed to adequately address such 
issues. She stated that those respon-
sible for overlooking violations would 
have to answer questions regarding 
the incident and its consequences.

Paul further commented on re-
marks made by Trinamool Congress 
MP Abhishek Banerjee regarding a 
notice reportedly issued by the Kol-
kata Municipal Corporation. Accord-
ing to the minister, the civic body had 
already served a notice to the MP, but 
he had earlier questioned its authen-
ticity and denied receiving any valid 
communication.

Questioning his response, Paul 
asked why the notice was not be-
ing acknowledged and suggested 
that no individual should consider 
themselves above the law or consti-
tutional processes. She asserted that 
legal and administrative procedures 
must be respected by all public rep-
resentatives, irrespective of political 
position.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  The 
sculpture standing outside the VVIP 
gate of the iconic Vivekananda Yuba 
BharatiKrirangan has been demol-
ished following directions from the 
state government. The structure, 
which had long been a subject of de-
bate among football fans and visitors, 
was removed on Saturday morning 
after Sports Minister NisithPramanik 
announced plans for its demolition 
earlier this month.

The sculpture was installed in 
2017 during a major renovation 
and modernization project at the 
Salt Lake stadium. The structure 
featured a pair of legs up to the 
waist, topped with the World Ban-
gla logo, while the football beneath 

carried the inscription “Joyi” (Vic-
torious). The design was reported-
ly conceptualised by former Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee.

Since its installation, the artwork 
had attracted criticism and gener-
ated considerable discussion among 
football enthusiasts and visitors. 
Many questioned its symbolism and 
relevance to the state’s rich football 
culture. Critics often described the 
design as confusing and discon-
nected from the sporting heritage 
associated with YuvaBharati, one of 
India’s premier football venues.

The issue resurfaced after 
Sports Minister NisithPramanik 
visited the stadium on May 17 to 
watch the Mohun Bagan–East Ben-

gal derby. Speaking to reporters 
after the match, he criticised the 
sculpture and stated that it lacked 
meaningful representation. He an-
nounced that discussions would be 
held with the Public Works Depart-
ment regarding its removal and 
replacement.

Acting on those plans, authorities 
began demolition work on Saturday 
morning. Most of the structure has 
now been dismantled, leaving only 
the football and a pair of boots at 
the site. Officials have not yet issued 
a formal statement regarding the 
future design, but discussions are 
already underway about installing 
a statue of a renowned footballer in 
its place.

ICC Hosts 18th Wealth & Capital Markets Summit in Kolkata, Focuses on India’s Growth Roadmap Towards an 8.2% GDP

Congress State President Subhankar Sarkar, along with senior state and central leaders of the Pradesh Congress, 
attended a review meeting and future strategy camp at Yuva Kendra, Moulali, in Kolkata on Saturday.

ICC Wealth Summit Highlights Capital 
Markets’ Role in India’s Journey 

Suvendu Promises Recruitment Reforms, 
Announces OMR Sheets to Stay with Examinees

Centre Releases Rs 500 Cr for Health Mission, 
Bengal Plans AIIMS Proposal for North Bengal

Bengal Plans Four New Med Colleges, 
Massive Health Recruitment Drive

South Dum Dum Councillor 
Found Dead; TMC Leaders 

Demand Probe 

ED Summons Former Budbud 
OC, Several Businessmen in 
Fresh Coal Smuggling Probe

Agnimitra Targets Mayor, Questions Civic 
Oversight After Factory Fire Tragedy

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio visits Kolkata

Yuva Bharati Sculpture Demolished Following State Govt Decision
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Name Change
I am Tirthankar Roychowdhury S/O -
Gadadhar Roychowdhury Residing
at-D.V.C Colony, Kulti M, Kulti, 
Bardhaman, Pin-713343 my name 
is written in my Passport (No.-
T3569751) Tirthankar Roy Chowdhury
dated 23/03/2026 Ld Judicial Magis-
trate 1st Class Kolkata Court Affidavit
stating that Tirthankar Roychowdhury
and Tirthankar Roy Chowdhury are
one and the same person.

Name Change
I, Chaity Mukherjee (Old Name), Wife Of
Ratnava Maitra,Resident Of 31/1, Mat-
rimandir Lane, Baranagar (M), Alam-
bazar, North 24 Parganas -700035,
West Bengal Do Hereby Declare That I
Have Changed My Name From Chaity
Mukherjee (Old Name) To Chaity Maitra
(New Name) And Henceforth I Shall Be
Known As Chaity Maitra (New Name ) In
All Purpose,Vide Affidavit No 15 Sworn
Before The Notary Public At Kolkata On
14/05/2026. Chaity Maitra (New Name)
And Chaity Mukherjee(Old Name) Both
Are Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Rashmi Agarwal (Old Name), Wife Of
Joni Saraf, Resident Of Lapuria,
Garhbeta, Medinipur- 721127, West
Bengal Do Hereby Declare That I Have
Changed My Name From Rashmi Agar-
wal (Old Name) To Rashmi Saraf (New
Name) And Henceforth I Shall Be Known
As Rashmi Saraf (New Name ) In All
Purpose, Vide Affidavit No 16 Sworn
Before The Notary Public At Kolkata On
14/05/2026. Rashmi Saraf (New Name)
And Rashmi Agarwal (Old Name) Both
Are Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sk Md Farooquie (old name) S/o Md
Jan, resident of 24, Ekbal Pore Lane,
Kolkata, Pin-700023, do hereby declare
that I have changed my name from Sk
Md Farooquie (Old Name) to Sk Md Fa-
rooque (New Name) and henceforth I
shall be known as Sk Md Farooque (new
name) in all purpose, vide affidavit
sworn before the Notary Public at
Kolkata, on 22/05/2026. Sk Md Fa-
rooque (New Name) and Sk Md Fa-
rooquie (Old Name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Rajesh Kumar (Old Name), Son Of
Late Sukhdev Singh,  Resident Of 26,
Nandan Nagar, Amtala, Belgharia, Dist-
North  24 Parganas, Pin - 700083, Do
Hereby Declare That I Have Change My
Name From Rajesh Kumar  (Old Name
) To Rajesh Singh (New Name) And
Henceforth I Shall Be Known As Rajesh
Singh (New Name) In All Purpose, Vide
Affidavit No 24 Sworn Before The No-
tary Public  At Kolkata On 22/05/2026.
Rajesh Singh (New Name) And  Rajesh
Kumar (Old Name)  Both Are Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sheikh Sanowar Hossain (old name)
S/o Late Sk Rezwan Ali, resident of
13/H/28, Mayur Bhanj Road Ps Ekbal-
pore Po khidderpore kolkata-700023,
West Bengal, India, do hereby declare
that I have changed my name from
Sheikh Sanowar Hossain (Old Name)
to Sk Sanawar Hossain (New Name)
and henceforth I shall be known as Sk
Sanawar Hossain  (new name) in all
purpose, vide affidavit sworn before
the Notary Public at Kolkata, on
22/05/2026. Sk Sanawar Hossain
(New Name) and Sheikh Sanowar Hos-
sain (Old Name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Mahua Sen (Old Name), Wife Of
Darsan Kumar Mondal, Resident Of
Bhattachariya Para, K.M.Roy Chowd-
hury Road, Baruipur, Dist - South 24
Parganas, Pin- 700144, Do Hereby De-
clare That I Have Changed My Name
From Mahua Sen   (Old Name ) To
Mahua Marick (New Name) And Hence-
forth I Shall Be Known As Mahua Marick
(New Name) In All Purpose, Vide Affi-
davit No 21 Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 21/05/2026.
Mahua Marick (New Name) And Mahua
Sen (Old Name)  Both Are Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Md Mainuddin Ansari (old name) S/o
Md Rasid, resident of 14, Madaran Mo-
halla, Bansberia, Hooghly, Pin- 712502,
West Bengal, India, do hereby declare
that I have changed my name from Md
Mainuddin Ansari (Old Name) to Main-
uddin Ansari (New Name) and hence-
forth I shall be known as Mainuddin
Ansari (new name) in all purpose, vide
affidavit sworn before the Notary Pub-
lic at Kolkata, on 22/05/2026. Mainud-
din Ansari (New Name) and Md
Mainuddin Ansari (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Manzoor Hussain (old name) S/o Md
Idris, resident of 6, Ostagar Lane, Benia-
pukur, Entally, Circus Avenue, Pin-
700014, West Bengal, India, do hereby
declare that I have changed my name
from Manzoor Hussain (Old Name) to
Manzoor Hossain (New Name) and
henceforth I shall be known as Manzoor
Hossain (new name) in all purpose, vide
affidavit sworn before the Notary Public
at Kolkata, on 22/05/2026. Manzoor
Hossain (New Name) and Manzoor
Hussain (Old Name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Athar Hussain (old name) S/o Manzoor
Hossain, resident of 6, Ostagar Lane, Be-
niapukur, Entally, Circus Avenue, Pin-
700014, West Bengal, India, do hereby
declare that I have changed my name
from Athar Hussain (Old Name) to Athar
Hossain (New Name) and henceforth I
shall be known as Athar Hossain (new
name) in all purpose, vide affidavit sworn
before the Notary Public at Kolkata, on
22/05/2026. Athar Hossain (New Name)
and Athar Hussain (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Mohammad Wakil (old name) S/o Md
Ismail, resident of 13/H/2, Mayur Bhanj
Road Ps Ekbalpore Po khidderpore
kolkata-700023, West Bengal, India, do
hereby declare that I have changed my
name from Mohammad Wakil (Old Name)
to Md Wakil (New Name) and henceforth
I shall be known as Md Wakil (new name)
in all purpose, vide affidavit sworn before
the Notary Public at Kolkata, on
22/05/2026. Md Wakil (New Name) and
Mohammad Wakil (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Sujit Roy (old name) S/o Bhupendra
Nath Roy, residing at Subuddhipur
Suryasen Nagar, Baruipur, South 24 par-
ganas, Pin-700144,   West Bengal, do
hereby declare that I have changed my
name from Sujit Roy (Old Name) to Sujit
Kumar Roy (New Name) and henceforth
I shall be known as Sujit Kumar Roy(new
name) in all purpose, vide affidavit sworn
before the Notary Public at Kolkata, on
22/05/2026. Sujit Kumar Roy (New
Name) and Sujit Roy (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I am SUBHASH BAULIYA, IN the year
14/09/2004, AFFIDAVIT From Silig-
uricourt. I Shall be known as 'SUB-
HASH RAY" Instead of 'SUBHASH
BAULIYA' Including my Family.

Name Change
I, Shahjahan Khatoon W/o Akhtar
Hussain residing at 22, Dhobia
Bagan, P.O & P.S-Kamarhati, Dist-
North 24 Parganas, Kolkata –
700058 declares that in my birth
Certificate of my minor son my name
has been recorded as Shahjahan
Akhtar instead of Shahjahan Kha-
toon  which is my actual and correct
name as mentioned in my Aadhar
Card. That Shahjahan Akhtar  and
Shahjahan Khatoon  both are same
and one identical person i.e., myself
vide affidavit no. 154 dated 16.05.26
before Ld. Judicial Magistrate, 1st
Class, Barrackpore.

MI News Service, Kharag-
pur : A special awareness
program focusing on child
safety, child trafficking,
child marriage, and miss-
ing children was organized
on Saturday at the Dantan
Railway Station premises in
West Medinipur district.
The objective of the pro-
gram was to spread aware-
ness among the public and
promote social responsibil-
ity towards the protection
of children.The program
was jointly organized by
the railway authorities and
the administration, with
participation from railway
officials, administrative

representatives, and social
workers.During the event,
passengers and local resi-
dents at the station were
urged to remain alert
against crimes and issues
involving children. Officials
explained that due to a lack
of awareness, many chil-
dren often become victims
of human trafficking, child
labor, and other crimes.
Therefore, every member
of society must stay vigi-
lant and responsible.Offi-
cials present at the
program informed the
public that if they notice
any suspicious activity in-
volving a child, child mar-

riage, child trafficking, or
a missing child, they
should immediately con-
tact the Child Helpline toll-
free number 1098 or
emergency service 112.
They emphasized that
timely information can
play a crucial role in saving
a child’s life.Several officials,
including Dayashankar Ti-
wari, Rabindranath Soren,
Shantanu Patra, and
Pawan Rana, were present
during the awareness cam-
paign. All of them jointly
appealed to the public to
come forward and cooper-
ate, stating that child
safety is one of society’s
primary responsibilities.At
the end of the program, at-
tendees were also pro-
vided with information
regarding child rights and
various child protection
measures. The initiative
organized at Dantan Rail-
way Station was appreci-
ated by the public and was
regarded as a positive step
for society.

MI News Service, Kolkata,
May 23, 2026 : Prime Min-
ister Shri Narendra Modi
distributed more than
51,000 appointment letters
to newly recruited youth
today via video conferenc-
ing as part of the 19th Na-
tional Rozgar Mela. The
event, held simultaneously
across 47 locations nation-
wide, underscores the Gov-
ernment of India’s
steadfast commitment to
employment generation
and youth empowerment.

Addressing the new re-
cruits, the Prime Minister
introduced the mantra
"Nagrik Devo Bhava" (The
Citizen is God). He empha-
sized that "Nagrik Kalyan"
(service to the people)
should remain the core
motto for every public ser-
vant. The Prime Minister
further urged the youth to
utilize this opportunity to
actively contribute to the
nation’s journey toward a
developed India by 2047.

In Bhubaneswar, the
regional Rozgar Mela was
held at the Railway Audito-
rium under the chairman-
ship of the Hon’ble Union
Minister of Tribal Affairs,
Shri Jual Oram. Address-
ing the gathering, Shri
Oram encouraged the new
recruits to earn respect
within their respective or-
ganizations by maintaining
integrity and to always
treat the public with dig-
nity while discharging their

official duties.
A total of 186 candi-

dates from Odisha received
their appointment letters
during the ceremony for
various government posi-
tions. These recruits will
be joining several Min-
istries and Departments of
the Government of India,
including the Ministry of
Railways, Ministry of Home
Affairs, Ministry of Health
& Family Welfare, the De-
partment of Financial
Services, and the Depart-
ment of Higher Education,
among others.

The event in
Bhubaneswar was graced
by the presence of several
distinguished guests, Shri
Parmeshwar Funkwal,
General Manager, East
Coast Railway (ECoR); Prof.
Dr. Ashutosh Biswas, Exec-
utive Director, AIIMS
Bhubaneswar; Prof. Shree-
pad Karmakar, Director,

IIT Bhubaneswar; Shri Nir-
maljit Singh, Chief Post
Master General, Odisha
Circle; Shri Pranab Kumar
Biswas, General Manager
& Convener SLBC, Odisha;
Shri Abesh Mishra, Re-
gional Provident Fund
C o m m i s s i o n e r – I I ,
Bhubaneswar; and Shri
Bikash Ranjan Sahoo, AGM
(Accounts), Bhubaneswar.

The Rozgar Mela is a
flagship initiative of the
Government of India aimed
at accelerating employ-
ment generation and pro-
viding meaningful career
opportunities to the coun-
try's youth. Since its incep-
tion, approximately 12
lakh appointment letters
have been distributed
across 19 editions of the
Rozgar Mela, reflecting the
government's continued
dedication to fostering a
robust and empowered
workforce.

MI News Service, Kolkata,
May 23, 2026 : Marking a
major milestone in the Gov-
ernment of India’s ongoing
mission to generate large-
scale employment, the 19th
tranche of the Rozgar Mela
was successfully executed
today. Hon’ble Prime Minis-
ter Shri Narendra Modi vir-
tually launched the mega
recruitment drive, which
spanned 47 locations across
the country and witnessed
the simultaneous distribu-
tion of job appointment let-
ters to over 51,000+
selected candidates. Con-
necting live with the venues
via video conferencing, the
Hon’ble Prime Minister di-
rectly addressed the newly
inducted workforce, calling
them the driving force be-
hind a prosperous, self-re-
liant Viksit Bharat.

The Kolkata leg of this
nationwide initiative was
hosted by Eastern Railway’s
Sealdah Division at the Dr.
B.C. Roy Auditorium. The
event was elevated by the
presence of Shri Suvendu
Adhikari, Hon’ble Chief
Minister of West Bengal,
who attended as the Chief
Guest, alongside Dr.
Sukanta Majumdar, Hon’ble
Union Minister of State for
Education & Minister of

State for the Development
of North Eastern Region, as
the Guest of Honour.

Sharing the dais with
them were Shri Milind De-
ouskar, General Manager of
Eastern Railway, and Shri
Rajeev Saxena, Divisional
Railway Manager and top
officials from a multitude of
participating Central Gov-
ernment departments.

The morning program
commenced with enthusias-
tic young candidates gath-
ering at the auditorium
early in the day. The local
ceremony featured tradi-
tional elements, including
the auspicious lighting of
the lamp and a formal wel-
come address by the Gen-
eral Manager.

Delivering an impactful
speech at the venue, the
Chief Guest, Shri Suvendu
Adhikari, Hon’ble Chief
Minister of West Bengal,
lauded the determination
of the new recruits. He re-
marked that earning a
place in public service is an
elite privilege, urging the
candidates to view their
new roles not merely as ca-
reers, but as an essential
responsibility to elevate
local communities and ac-
celerate the socio-eco-
nomic engine of the state

and the nation. He also em-
phasised that all the pend-
ing projects of railway in
West Bengal will start as
soon as possible.

Adding to the momen-
tum, Dr. Sukanta Majum-
dar, Hon’ble Union Minister
of State, emphasized the
strategic vision behind the
drive. He stated that the
Rozgar Mela has com-
pletely redefined youth em-
powerment under the
leadership of Prime Minis-
ter Shri Narendra Modi,
ensuring that transparent,
merit-based government
job opportunities are deliv-
ered to deserving youth at
an unprecedented pace.

Expressing pride in the

event’s flawless execution,
Shri Milind Deouskar, Gen-
eral Manager, Eastern Rail-
way, noted that as India's
premier employer, the Min-
istry of Railways takes
great pride in leading this
employment crusade. He
extended his warmest con-
gratulations to the new
hires, celebrating the fact
that so many diverse cen-
tral ministries collaborated
under one roof to give
wings to the dreams of the
younger generation.

The pinnacle of the day
arrived right after the
Prime Minister’s virtual ad-
dress, when Shri Suvendu
Adhikari and Dr. Sukanta
Majumdar stepped forward

to personally hand over the
physical appointment let-
ters to the overjoyed candi-
dates.

Candidates those who
got the appointment letters
expressed their gratitude to
Hon'ble Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi ji for
organizing the Rozgar mela
and offering the appoint-
ment letters to the deserv-
ing candidates. The
candidates are very enthu-
siastically taking selfies at
the B. C. Roy Auditorium.
The new recruits also ex-
pressed that only by means
of hard work and pure
merit they achieved the
success in getting the cen-
tral government jobs.

The celebratory event
concluded with a memo-
rable group photograph of
the dignitaries alongside
the ecstatic new appointees
proudly holding their let-
ters. Commending the
overall impact, Shri Shi-
bram Majhi, Chief Public
Relations Officer, Eastern
Railway, noted that this
landmark event success-
fully mirrors the Indian
Railways' commitment to
anchoring the career aspi-
rations of our youth to the
sustainable, long-term
growth of the country.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi Distributes Over

51,000 Appointment Letters at 19th National
Rozgar Mela Through Video Conferencing

Empowering Nation's Youth: 19th Rozgar Mela Concludes Successfully At Sealdah

Dantan Railway Station Hosts Special Awareness Program on Child Safety

MI News Service, South 24
Pargana: Bishnupur Tri-
namool MLA Dilip Mandal is
in the news again. Recently,
the police conducted a raid
on his palatial house in
Pailan, South 24 Pargana.
This time, he is accused of
cutting and selling soil worth
Rs. 300-400 crores. It has
been alleged that this soil
was cut from the Sarada
Garden area of Bishnupur. It
is also alleged that Dilip did
this work on the orders of
Trinamool All India General
Secretary Abhishek Baner-
jee. BJP leader Abhijit Das
(Bobby) filed an FIR in this
regard at Bishnupur police
station in South 24 Parganas.

It is learnt that after the
statewide uproar over the
Saradha chit fund scam
case, the Enforcement Di-
rectorate seized the prop-
erty of Saradha Garden in
Bishnupur on the orders of
the Supreme Court. It is al-
leged that soil was continu-
ously stolen from the seized
Saradha Garden. The BJP
leader claims that Tri-
namool MLA Dilip Mandal
and his followers have
stolen and sold land worth
around Rs 300 to 400 crores
on the orders of Abhishek.
He further alleged that the
money from the land theft
used to reach Abhishek
Banerjee through the hands
of Dilip Mandal.

Land worth hundreds of crores
stolen from Sarada Garden! BJP
files complaint against Bish-
nupur Trinamool MLA

MI News Service, Raipur:
Security forces in Chhattis-
garh achieved a major suc-
cess in the ongoing
campaign against Maoist
activities after recovering
and safely destroying a
pressure cooker IED (Improvised Explo-
sive Device) weighing around five kg in the
dense forest area of Hidpal village under
the Barsur police station limits.

Police officials said the timely detection
and neutralisation of the IED prevented
what could have turned into a major
tragedy involving security personnel as
well as local civilians.

Acting on specific intelligence inputs
received on Saturday, a joint team com-
prising the District Police, the ‘Young Pla-
toon’ and the Bomb Disposal Squad of the
195th Battalion of the Central Reserve Po-
lice Force launched a cordon and search
operation in the hilly and forested areas
around Hidpal village, officials said.

The operation began early in the

morning at around 5 a.m.
under the guidance of Sec-
ond-in-Command Vikrant
Verma and Assistant Com-
mandant Sanjeev Kumar
Yadav.

The teams moved cau-
tiously through the difficult terrain, focus-
ing on areas considered vulnerable to
Naxalite presence and hidden explosive
devices.

During the intensive search operation
at around 8.20 a.m., security personnel
spotted a suspicious object concealed in-
side the forest area.

Showing high alertness and strictly fol-
lowing safety protocols, the personnel im-
mediately cordoned off the area and called
in experts from the Bomb Disposal Squad.

Upon careful examination, the suspi-
cious object was confirmed to be a pres-
sure cooker IED allegedly planted by
Maoists with the intention of targeting se-
curity personnel and creating fear among
the local residents.

Security forces foil Maoist plot after recovering IED in Chhattisgarh

MI News Service, Siliguri: Police achieved a major suc-
cess in their ongoing crackdown against narcotics in
Siliguri after Bhakti Nagar Police arrested one person
from the Haidarpara area under Ward No. 40 for al-
legedly running a drug trade under the guise of a shop.
The arrested accused has been identified as Ranjit Singh.

According to police sources, the accused had al-
legedly been operating a narcotics business from his res-
idence for a long time while using a shop as a cover.
Acting on a tip-off, police conducted a raid at his house
on Saturday and recovered a huge quantity of cannabis.

Police also seized cash from the premises, which is
suspected to be linked to the illegal trade.

Foreign-made weapons seized in Mumbai! Three arrested

MI News Service, Mumbai: In a major crackdown, the
Anti-Extortion Cell of the Mumbai Crime Branch has ar-
rested three alleged criminals who had reportedly arrived
in the city to sell illegal foreign-made weapons, officials
said on Saturday. They added that the accused, all from
outside Maharashtra, were apprehended during a late-
night operation carried out on the basis of specific Intel-
ligence inputs.

According to police officials, credible information was
received indicating that certain individuals carrying
weapons were on their way to Mumbai. Acting swiftly on
the tip-off, the Crime Branch laid a trap near a public toi-
let located on P.D. Mello Road close to St. George Hospital.
On Friday night the three accused were caught red-
handed during the operation.

Police recovered three firearms, magazines and 45
live cartridges from the possession of the accused. Offi-
cials said the ammunition and weapons bore the inscrip-
tion 'Made in China'. However, investigators are now
trying to determine the actual source and route through
which the weapons entered the country, making the ori-
gin of the Chinese-marked arms a key aspect of the on-
going probe.

The arrested accused have been identified as 24-year-
old Jashanpreet Mangal Singh and 24-year-old
Sukhwinder Singh, both residents of Patiala in Punjab,
and Arbaz, a resident of Jhalawar in Rajasthan, officials
mentioned. They said all three have serious criminal
backgrounds and multiple cases registered against them.

Drug trade busted in Siliguri, one arrested
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State Govt Revises Eid Holiday Schedule, 
Announces Single-Day Holiday

‘Why is the govt so scared of cockroaches?’ 
CJP founder now says website taken down

Govt offers Article 371 safeguards, legislative 
body, but no sixth schedule for Ladakh

Humid Conditions Persist in Kolkata as Rainfall 
Activity Expected to Intensify Across Bengal

'Take the message, don't kill the messenger': Sonam 
Wangchuk to Centre over 'cockroach' movement

Wangchuk said issues such as alleged exam 
paper leaks and demands for accountability 
should not be dismissed, noting that such 

concerns routinely trigger ministerial 
resignations in other countries.

Petrol, diesel prices again increased by up to 91 paise, in less than 10 days
MI News Service, Kolkata/ 
New Delhi:    Putting a tremen-
dous burden on the consumers for 
the third time in about ten days, 
petrol and diesel prices were 
raised by 87-91 paise per litre 
on Saturday, taking the cumula-
tive increase in retail fuel rates 
to nearly Rs 5 a litre across the 
country.

Follwing this hike the state-
owned firms  will pass on the soar-
ing international oil prices on the 
consumers instead of taking this 
additional burden on themselves  

As a result the consumes in Kol-
kata are the worst affected with 
petrol prices rising to Rs 110.64 
and diesel Rs 97.02 per litre.

The latest revision pushed pet-
rol prices higher by 87 paise per 
litre and diesel by up to 91 paise 
across the country, according to 
industry sources.

The back-to-back increases fol-
low a prolonged freeze in retail 
fuel prices and come amid elevat-
ed crude oil prices in the global 
market, tightening refining mar-
gins, and a weaker rupee, which 
have sharply raised the cost of 
imports.

Following today’s hike, petrol 
price was increased by 87 paise 
in Delhi to Rs 99.51 per litre from 

Rs 98.64 earlier. Similarly, diesel 
price was hiked by 91 paise to Rs 
92.49 a litre from Rs 91.58 previ-
ously.

With the latest hike, petrol and 
diesel prices have risen close to Rs 
5 a litre since the state-owned oil 
marketing companies on May 15 
ended the hiatus in rate revision, 
stoking concerns over inflationary 
pressures and higher transporta-
tion costs across the economy.

Petrol and diesel prices were 
increased by Rs 3 per litre each 
on May 15 and 90 paise a litre on 
May 19.

On all three occasions, private 
fuel retailers like Nayara Ener-
gy swiftly matched the price in-
creases announced by their state-
owned rivals, raising petrol and 
diesel rates by a similar quantum.

The latest increases came on 
top of hikes effected earlier by 
private retailers ahead of the first 
fuel price revision on May 15 by 
state-run oil companies.

Nayara Energy had raised pet-
rol and diesel prices by Rs 5 and 
Rs 3 per litre, respectively, in 
March, while Shell increased pet-
rol prices by Rs 7.41 a litre and 
diesel by as much as Rs 25 per li-
tre from April 1.

Jio-BP, the fuel retailing joint ven-

ture of Reliance Industries Ltd and 
BP Plc, has, however, moved rates 
at its pumps in tandem with PSUs.

After Saturday’s increase, pet-
rol at PSU pumps in Mumbai now 
costs Rs 108.49 per litre and die-
sel Rs 95.02, while Kolkata prices 
rose to Rs 110.64 and Rs 97.02, 
respectively. In Chennai, petrol is 
priced at Rs 105.31 and diesel at 
Rs 96.98.

Prices vary across states due to 
local taxes.

State-owned Indian Oil Corpo-
ration (IOC), Bharat Petroleum 
Corporation Ltd (BPCL) and Hin-
dustan Petroleum Corporation Ltd 
(HPCL) together control 90 per 
cent of India’s fuel market.

The back-to-back increases 
come after global crude oil prices 
surged more than 50 per cent to 

about  USD 140  per barrel, com-
pared to about USD 77 in late Feb-
ruary, following US-Israeli strikes 
on Iran and disruptions to ship-
ments through the Strait of Hor-
muz, a critical global oil transit 
route.

Fuel retailers had kept pump 
prices low despite rising input 
costs, a move the government said 
was aimed at shielding consumers 

from inflation.
Opposition parties, however, ac-

cused the government of delaying 
price revisions until after key state 
elections.

The May 15 increase came after 
the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) expanded its electoral foot-
print by winning three of five state 
and UT elections, including West 
Bengal.

Despite the hikes, fuel retail-
ers continue to absorb significant 
losses.

Petroleum Ministry’s Joint Sec-
retary Sujata Sharma had earlier 
this week stated that the May 15 
increase reduced losses by about 
a fourth, but state-run oil firms 
were still losing around Rs 750 
crore per day.

According to Crisil, oil market-
ing companies were losing about 
Rs 10 per litre on petrol and Rs 13 
per litre on diesel even after the 
earlier hike.

Petrol and diesel prices are now 
at their highest levels since May 
2022.

Rates had remained frozen 
since April 2022 except for a Rs 
2-per-litre cut in March 2024 
ahead of national elections.

The fuel price increases come 
amid broader efforts by the gov-

ernment to contain India’s oil im-
port bill and reduce fuel consump-
tion.

 Meanwhile ,Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi, has urged citizens 
and government departments to 
conserve fuel, encourage remote 
working and reduce non-essential 
travel as elevated energy prices 
put pressure on foreign exchange 
reserves and threaten to widen the 
current account deficit.

Several state governments  in-
cluding the  new West Bengal gov-
ernment, have already directed 
departments to curb travel and 
reduce office attendance.

Compressed natural gas (CNG) 
prices have also risen by Rs 3 per 
kg in two instalments within this 
period.

Industry officials said the latest 
revisions appeared calibrated to 
partially ease pressure on oil com-
panies without triggering a sharp 
inflation shock, though they ac-
knowledged the increases would 
add to price pressures.

India’s retail inflation accelerat-
ed to 3.48 per cent in April from 
3.40 per cent in March, while 
wholesale inflation climbed to a 
42-month high of 8.3 per cent, 
driven largely by higher fuel and 
energy costs.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:    The West Ben-
gal government has revised 
its holiday schedule for 
Eid, marking the first ma-
jor change to the state’s of-
ficial leave calendar since 
the change of government. 
According to a fresh notifi-
cation issued by the admin-
istration, state government 
employees will receive a 
holiday only on May 28 for 
Bakrid (Eid al-Adha) this 
year.

Under the previous holi-

day list prepared during the 
former Trinamool Congress 
government, holidays had 
been announced for May 26 
and May 27. However, the 
new notification states that 
the festival is expected to be 
observed on May 28, making 
that the sole official holiday. 
The earlier notification has 
consequently been with-
drawn.

The decision aligns with 
the holiday schedule already 
announced by the Central 
Government, which had ear-

lier declared May 28 as the 
holiday for Eid al-Adha.

During the previous ad-
ministration, the state hol-
iday calendar had been 
expanded with several ad-
ditional observances and, in 
some cases, extended festi-
val leave. The latest revision 
has sparked discussions over 
whether the new govern-
ment may introduce further 
changes to the holiday struc-
ture in the future.

Meanwhile, the state ad-
ministration has directed po-

lice authorities across West 
Bengal to ensure that Bakrid 
celebrations are conducted 
peacefully and without dis-
ruption. Instructions have 
reportedly been issued to all 
police stations to maintain 
law and order during the 
festival period.

The revision follows an-
other recent decision by the 
SuvenduAdhikari-led gov-
ernment to extend summer 
vacation schedules amid 
prevailing heatwave condi-
tions across the state.

MI News Service,  
Kolkata:    Residents of Kol-
kata continued to experience 
oppressive weather on Sat-
urday as high humidity lev-
els and elevated night-time 
temperatures contributed 
to widespread discomfort 
across the city. Despite the 
absence of extreme day-
time heat, the combination 
of moisture-laden air and 
warm conditions made out-
door activities particularly 
challenging.

According to the Region-
al Meteorological Centre in 
Kolkata, the city is likely to 
witness generally cloudy 
skies over the coming week, 
with the possibility of thun-
derstorms and light rainfall 
in isolated areas. Meteorol-
ogists have indicated that 
weather conditions are ex-
pected to remain unstable, 
with a gradual increase in 
rain-bearing systems to-

wards the latter half of the 
week.

The India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) has 
projected that Kolkata’s 
maximum temperature will 
remain around 36 degrees 
Celsius during the next few 
days, while the minimum 
temperature is expected to 
stay close to 28 degrees Cel-
sius. On Saturday, the city 
registered a daytime tem-
perature of 35.2 degrees 
Celsius, slightly below the 
seasonal average. However, 
the minimum temperature 
stood at 29.8 degrees Cel-
sius, almost three degrees 
above normal, contributing 
to uncomfortable conditions 
even during the night.

Humidity levels remained 
exceptionally high through-
out the day. Relative humidi-
ty touched 91 per cent at cer-
tain times, resulting in sticky 
and exhausting weather 

conditions. Many residents 
reported feeling discomfort 
due to the lack of relief from 
the humid atmosphere, espe-
cially during the afternoon 
and evening hours.

Weather officials have 
predicted a significant rise 
in rainfall activity across sev-
eral districts of south Bengal 
from May 28 onward. Light 
to moderate showers accom-
panied by thunderstorms are 
expected in most parts of 
the region. Gusty winds with 
speeds ranging between 40 
and 50 kilometres per hour 
may also accompany these 
weather systems, particu-
larly during thunderstorm 
activity.

The IMD has cautioned 
that hot and humid weather 
is likely to continue in the 
western districts of south 
Bengal over the next few 
days. Meanwhile, coastal 
districts and neighbouring 

areas, including Kolkata, are 
expected to experience per-
sistently humid conditions. In 
view of the prevailing weath-
er, authorities have advised 
people to minimise outdoor 
exposure during the hottest 
part of the day, especially be-
tween 11 a.m. and 4 p.m.

In contrast, north Ben-
gal is likely to witness much 
heavier rainfall. Forecasts 
indicate heavy to very heavy 
showers in the districts of 
Jalpaiguri, Alipurduar and 
Cooch Behar over the next 
48 hours. Thunderstorms ac-
companied by strong winds 
are also expected across the 
region. The weather depart-
ment has warned of possible 
waterlogging in low-lying 
areas, reduced visibility on 
roads and an increased risk 
of landslides in the hilly dis-
tricts of Darjeeling and Ka-
limpong due to the anticipat-
ed rainfall.

MI News Service, New 
Delhi:    Environmental-
ist and educationist Sonam 
Wangchuk on Saturday 
voiced support for the online 
“cockroach” movement led 
by the self-styled “Cockroach 
Janata Party” (CJP), describ-
ing himself as an “honorary 
cockroach” while urging the 
government to engage with 
the concerns being raised by 
youngsters instead of sup-
pressing their digital expres-
sion.

The online campaign, 
which uses satire and the 
imagery of a cockroach as a 
symbol of resilience and dis-
sent, has gained traction in 
recent days amid allegations 
by its founders of a crack-
down on their social media 
presence, including account 
suspensions and hacking in-
cidents. The movement has 
positioned itself around is-
sues such as unemployment, 
exam paper leaks and public 
accountability.

Speaking to PTI, Wang-
chuk said the campaign 
should be viewed as demo-
cratic feedback rather than a 
threat, and praised what he 
described as the creativity of 
young Indians in expressing 
frustration through satire in-
stead of violence.

“Such creative expressions 
by our youth are nothing to 
worry about and nothing to 
be afraid of. The government 
should take the message — 
don’t kill the messenger,” he 

said, adding that the con-
cerns raised by the move-
ment deserved attention 
rather than suppression.

Asked whether he would 
formally join the movement, 
Wangchuk replied in a light-
er vein that he did not quali-
fy for membership as he was 
“neither unemployed nor 
lazy”, but still considered 
himself an “honorary cock-
roach”.

Drawing parallels with 
political cartoons and news-
paper caricatures, Wangc-
huk argued that humour and 
symbolism were legitimate 
democratic tools and should 
be seen as feedback rather 
than hostility towards the 
government.

He also warned against 
attempts to suppress on-
line dissent, saying shutting 
down accounts or curbing 
digital expression could 
deepen frustration among 
young people and potential-
ly push anger in more dan-
gerous directions. Referring 
to political unrest in Nepal, 

he said restricting online 
expression could have unin-
tended consequences.

Wangchuk said issues 
such as alleged exam paper 
leaks and demands for ac-

countability should not be 
dismissed, noting that such 
concerns routinely trigger 
ministerial resignations in 
other countries. He further 
urged youngsters to remain 
peaceful while appealing to 
the government not to “push” 
them towards confrontation.

Amid Wangchuk’s re-

marks, CJP founder Abhijeet 
Dipke alleged a coordinated 
crackdown on the satirical 
digital outfit, claiming it had 
lost access to all of its social 
media accounts following 
a series of takedowns and 
hacking incidents.

In a post on X, Dipke 
claimed that his personal 
Instagram account had also 
been hacked. His remarks 
came two days after the 
CJP’s account on X was with-
held in India, prompting him 
to create a new account.

The outfit on Friday 
launched a campaign seeking 
the resignation of Union Edu-
cation Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan over alleged sys-
temic failures in the educa-
tion sector and the NEET-UG 
2026 paper “leak”. Later in 
the day, Dipke claimed he 
had received death threats 
and shared screenshots of 
the messages online.

On Saturday, Dipke listed 
what he described as coordi-
nated action against the move-
ment, alleging that its Insta-
gram page had been hacked, 
its X accounts withheld or re-
moved, and that the group no 
longer had access to any of its 
platforms.

He urged followers not to 
treat any new posts from those 
accounts as official statements 
from the CJP. The organisa-
tion’s website was also inacces-
sible on Saturday, with Dipke 
linking the alleged crackdown 
to the group’s recent campaign.

MI News Service, New 
Delhi:    The “government 
has taken down” the Cock-
roach Janta Party’s website, 
the satirical digital organ-
isation’s founder, Abhijeet 
Dipke, alleged on Saturday, 
claiming that “this dictato-
rial behaviour is opening the 
eyes of India's youth.”

The meme-driven polit-
ical movement became an 
Internet sensation this week 
in India and surpassed the 
BJP’s follower count on Ins-
tagram.

“The government has tak-
en down our iconic website 
- http://cockroachjantaparty.
org,” Boston-based Dipke 
wrote on X (formerly Twit-
ter), where he has nearly 
two lakh followers.

“10 Lakh cockroaches had 
signed up on our website as 
members. 6 Lakh cockroach-
es had signed a petition to 
demand the resignation of 
Dharmendra Pradhan.

“Why is the government so 
scared of cockroaches? But 
this dictatorial behaviour is 
opening the eyes of India's 
youth. Our only crime is we 
were demanding a better 

future for ourselves,” he 
wrote.

“But you can't get rid of us 
that easily. We’re working on 
a new home right now. Cock-
roaches never die.”

Earlier, Dipke had in an-
other post detailed what he 
called the “crackdown” on 
Cockroach Janta Party.”

“Instagram page hacked. 
My personal Instagram 
hacked. Twitter account 
withheld. Back up account 
also taken down,” he had 
written.

Dipke also made a post 
warning followers against 
fake accounts impersonating 
the Cockroach Janta Party.

The CJP sprung up af-
ter Chief Justice of India 
Surya Kant reportedly called 
“some” unemployed youth 
cockroaches who attack the 
system. The CJI later clari-
fied that he meant those who 
hold fake degrees and not 
unemployed youth in gener-
al, but the damage had been 
done.

As the CJP gained mo-
mentum – and followers – 
at breakneck speed, Dipke 
reported the “crackdown” 

through a series of hacking 
attempts and takedowns of 
social media handles and 
pages.

“I was on BBCWorld when 
Cockroach Janta Party’s ac-
count was withheld in In-
dia,” he wrote in one tweet. 
“By suppressing our voices, 
the BJP Govt is just exposing 
its autocracy to the world.”

In another, he said he was 
getting death threats.

While most see the CJP 
as a manifestation of Gen-X 
angst, the government seems 
to think it is a foreign-funded 
security threat.

Rajeev Chandrasekhar, 
the BJP’s Kerala president, 
described the CJP as a “clas-
sic cross-border influence 
operation” aimed at desta-
bilising India and targeting 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s government.

Chandrasekhar said such 
campaigns use “bots, AI and 
weaponised narratives” to 
create the illusion of organ-
ic public sentiment, and ar-
gued that India’s rise under 
Modi was driving resent-
ment among vested interests 
abroad.

“No cockroach, no petty 
opposition politician, no Mo-
di-hating joker, no foreign 
vested interest can derail In-
dia’s resolve to build a Viksit 
Bharat,” he wrote on X.

Cockroach in Yamuna pol-
lution protest

A man reached the 
Mathura municipal corpora-
tion office on Friday dressed 
as a cockroach, singing and 
dancing, to protest the pollu-
tion in the Yamuna.

Clad in a cockroach cos-
tume, social activist Deepak 
Sharma warned that if the 
issues were not addressed 
promptly, the condition of 
the river would worsen in 
the days to come.

Sharma said he was com-
pelled to dress as a cock-
roach to open the eyes of the 
"incompetent" officials, who 
have virtually turned a blind 
eye to the pollution of the Ya-
muna and the rampant filth 
in the city.

A crowd gathered to watch 
him, with many filming with 
their mobile phones.

Mathura municipal offi-
cials did not comment on the 
incident.

MI News Service, New 
Delhi:    The Centre has 
made an offer for consti-
tutional safeguards under 
Article 371, instead of the 
Sixth Schedule, and a leg-
islative body for Ladakh, 
activists from the region 
said on Saturday, while 
stressing that discussions 
were still underway and no 
final agreement had been 
reached.

Talking to PTI a day af-
ter their meeting with a 
sub-committee of the Minis-
try of Home Affairs (MHA), 
activist Sonam Wangchuk 
said the government had 
proposed safeguards for La-
dakh on the lines of Articles 
371A and 371G and agreed 
in principle to a governance 
structure for the entire re-
gion rather than limiting 
powers to district councils.

Kargil Democratic Alli-
ance (KDA) member Sajjad 
Kargili said that the Centre 
had also proposed legisla-
tive, executive, administra-
tive and financial powers for 
Ladakh and had been asked 
to share a formal draft for 
consultations with legal and 
constitutional experts.

The meeting between 
representatives of the Leh 
Apex Body (LAB), KDA and 
the MHA sub-committee on 
Friday focused on constitu-
tional protection for Lada-
kh, democratic representa-
tion and the long-pending 
demand for statehood.

According to Wangchuk, 
the discussions centred on 
Ladakh's demand for inclu-
sion under the Sixth Sched-
ule and statehood, while the 
government suggested safe-
guards under Article 371. 
"The government said it has 
some issues with the Sixth 
Schedule but is willing to 
consider protections under 
Article 371," Wangchuk said.

Article 371 grants tem-
porary, transitional and 
special provisions to some 
states to accommodate 
their unique socio-cultural 

and regional developmen-
tal needs. Under the Sixth 
Schedule, special adminis-
trative and legislative pro-
tections are given for tribal 
areas in certain northeast-
ern states through Autono-
mous District Councils with 
powers over land, forests, 
local governance customs 
and certain civil and judicial 
matters.

Wangchuk noted that 
earlier proposals had en-
visaged powers remaining 
confined to district coun-
cils in Leh and Kargil, with 
major decisions continuing 
to rest with the Lieutenant 
Governor and bureaucracy.

"Yesterday, they agreed 
that whatever constitutional 
arrangement is created will 
be at the level of the whole 
of Ladakh and not at the 
district level," the activist 
said, calling it a significant 
departure from earlier pro-
posals.

Explaining the demands, 
Wangchuk divided them 
into three broad categories 
-- legislative, executive and 
financial powers. Under the 
proposed framework, he 
said, an elected institution 
representing the whole of 
Ladakh would have powers 
to make laws, oversee ad-
ministration and exercise 
financial authority.

"This is a very big 
change," Wangchuk said, 
pointing out that elected 
representatives current-
ly exercise limited control 
over Ladakh's annual bud-
get while most decisions are 
taken by officials and the 
Lieutenant Governor.

"The best arrangement 
in India is a state. We are 
moving in the direction of a 
UT with legislature or state-
hood," he said.

Wangchuk indicated that 
the Centre's main reserva-
tion regarding statehood 
related to Ladakh's finan-
cial viability and ability to 
sustain administrative ex-
penditure through its own 

revenue.
"Their objection was 

mainly about income and 
resources," he said, adding 
that studies were being un-
dertaken to assess Ladakh's 
economic capacity and fu-
ture revenue potential.

At the same time, Wangc-
huk cautioned against treat-
ing the latest discussions as 
a final settlement.

"There is no reason ei-
ther for disappointment or 
excitement. This is a work 
in progress. There is an 
in-principle understanding, 
not an agreement," he said.

Kargili, meanwhile, un-
derscored that the govern-
ment had placed a proposal 
before the delegation but 
that its contents needed 
careful examination.

"A proposal has been sub-
mitted by the government. It 
says safeguards will be giv-
en to Ladakh under Articles 
371A and 371G, and legis-
lative, executive, adminis-
trative and financial powers 
will also be given," he said.

Article 371A applies to 
Nagaland and provides that 
the Parliament cannot leg-
islate on matters relating 
to the Naga religion, social 
practices, customary law, 
land rights, and civil and 
criminal justice, without the 
consent of the state assem-
bly. Similar protections have 
been given under Article 
371G to Mizoram.

Kargili said the LAB and 
KDA had requested the gov-
ernment to provide a written 
draft similar to the memo-
randum already submitted 
by Ladakh representatives.

"We asked the govern-
ment to give us a draft so 
that we can discuss it with 
our legal and constitutional 
experts and then give our 
response," Kargili said.

While welcoming contin-
ued engagement, Kargili 
stressed that the process 
remained at a preliminary 
stage.

"There is neither disap-

pointment nor excitement. 
This is only a dialogue, and 
we can speak further once 
we receive the draft," he 
said.

He described the contin-
uation of the talks itself as 
encouraging.

"Dialogue is also positivi-
ty. It is not positive to stop 
talking," Kargili said, add-
ing that both sides appeared 
committed to finding a mu-
tually acceptable solution.

Referring to the atmo-
sphere of the meeting, he 
said the MHA had empha-
sised that discussions were 
not taking place "as two 
opposing sides but as one", 
with the shared objective of 
addressing concerns of La-
dakh's people.

"The people of Ladakh 
should maintain regional 
sensitivity, diversity and 
balance. People should 
get representation and re-
spect," Kargili said, outlin-
ing the broader concerns 
raised during the talks.

No date has yet been fixed 
for the next round of discus-
sions, though Kargili said 
the delegation had request-
ed the government to share 
the draft before convening 
another meeting.

The two prominent civil 
society groups from Ladakh 
-- Leh Apex Body (LAB) and 
Kargil Democratic Alliance 
(KDA) -- have been jointly 
demanding statehood for 
Ladakh, constitutional safe-
guards for land and jobs, 
and greater democratic 
powers since Ladakh be-
came a Union Territory with-
out a legislature in 2019.

In a joint statement, after 
the sub-committee meeting 
here, both groups said they 
have reached an "in-prin-
ciple understanding" with 
the Government of India on 
restoring democracy in La-
dakh and providing consti-
tutional safeguards on the 
lines of Nagaland, Sikkim 
and Mizoram under Article 
371.
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Washington DC : Our sense of
direction is essential for navigat-
ing the world around us. It serves
as the brain's internal compass,
guiding us in the right direction
and, more significantly, prompting
us to reverse course when we're
going the wrong way.

Yet despite a large body of
research on how navigation works
in the brain, scientists still lack a
clear understanding of how this
internal compass directly guides
behavior. Now, a study conducted
in fruit flies and led by
researchers at Harvard Medical
School offers new insights into
how two distinct brain regions --
the seat of the compass and the
steering center -- communicate
during navigation.

The findings are published in
Nature.

In the study, researchers
examined the brains of fruit flies
knocked off course while running
in a particular direction. They dis-
covered that three distinct groups
of neurons enable communication
between the compass and the
steering regions of the brain and
work together to help the fly
course-correct. In doing so, the
neurons translate signals from a
fly's internal compass into behav-
ior to keep it moving in the right
direction.

"Until now, no one really knew
how sense of direction, which is
an internal cognitive state, relates
to the actions an animal is making
in the world," said senior author
Rachel Wilson, the Joseph B.
Martin Professor of Basic

Research in the Field of
Neurobiology in the Blavatnik
Institute at HMS.

Despite their small size, fruit
flies have complicated brains and
behaviors -- and thus the findings
could provide a foundation for
future studies on how signals in
the brain become actions in more
complex species, including
humans.

Staying on course
Humans and other complex

animals have an internal compass
made of brain cells that use inter-
nal and external information to
generate a sense of direction. In
fruit flies, scientists have figured
out that these cells -- called head-
direction cells -- are arranged in a
circle, making them especially
easy to study. Contrary to what
their name implies, fruit flies
spend more time walking than fly-
ing. Previous research has shown
that as flies walk around, these
head-direction cells actively track
their rotational movements, such
as turning right or left. In the new
study, Wilson and colleagues
wanted to explore how this com-
pass is functionally connected to
the steering region of the brain to
understand how it guides naviga-
tion. To do this, they used an exist-
ing wiring diagram of every neu-
ral connection in the fruit fly brain
to build a computational model of
how these regions might be
linked. With this model, they were
able to identify and make predic-
tions about the layer of neurons
that connect the two regions. To
validate their predictions, the

researchers analyzed the activity
in the layer of neurons identified

by the model as the flies walked
around in a virtual reality envi-

ronment. Often, flies ran straight
in a random direction, likely in an

effort to escape their environ-
ment. When their virtual world
was rotated to move them off
course, the flies swiftly course-
corrected. Interestingly, these
course corrections were carried
out by three separate groups of
neurons: Two sets of neurons
nudged the fly to go right or left,
and one issued a signal to turn
around completely.

"You can think of these three
groups of neurons as three sen-
tries guarding a castle," Wilson
said, "with each responsible for
surveilling in a different direction
and prompting the correction
needed to keep the fly moving
towards its goal." The findings
explain how fruit flies use their
sense of direction to estimate
where they are in relation to a
goal and how they use this esti-
mate to adjust their behavior.

"This is a really concrete
description of how a complicated
cognitive process works and how
it produces specific, guided behav-
iors in real time," Wilson said. The
findings complement a second
study, also published in Nature on
Feb. 7 and led by a separate team
of researchers at The Rockefeller
University, that describes parts of
the same neuronal circuit in fruit
flies. Taken together, the two stud-
ies provide an even more com-
plete understanding of how sense
of direction translates into behav-
ior in the animals.

A strong starting point
Wilson said that her team's

observations have implications
beyond identifying the connec-

tions between the brain's compass
and steering regions. The findings
provide important clues about the
format and location of navigation-
al goals in the brain -- and may
pave the way for understanding
how other types of goals are
stored.

"I think we've touched on one
of the most mysterious aspects of
brain function, which is how we
hold information and intentions in
our mind in a latent form and then
act on them," Wilson said, adding
that even insects have this ability.
"In the future, we're going to
investigate how this works."

Wilson is also interested in
learning more about the three
groups of neurons the study iden-
tified -- and whether analogous
groups of neurons dedicated to
fine and coarse adjustments exist
in other brain networks.

"We have a hunch that this is
actually a major principle of brain
function and might explain a lot of
seemingly redundant pathways in
the brain," Wilson explained.
Wilson added that because fruit
flies have complex brains and
behaviors, they are a good start-
ing point for studying aspects of
cognition that exist in higher-
order species such as mice or
humans.

"By understanding a system in
one small brain, I think we've
made important progress toward
forming clear hypotheses about
how it may work in more compli-
cated brains," she said. "At this
point, I don't see an obvious end to
the similarities between species."

Despite a large body of research on how navigation works in the brain

"I think we've touched on one of the most mysterious aspects of brain function, which is
how we hold information and intentions in our mind in a latent form and then act on
them," Wilson said, adding that even insects have this ability. "In the future, we're going
to investigate how this works."

Wilson is also interested in learning more about the three groups of neurons the study
identified -- and whether analogous groups of neurons dedicated to fine and coarse
adjustments exist in other brain networks.

"We have a hunch that this is actually a major principle of brain function and might
explain a lot of seemingly redundant pathways in the brain," Wilson explained. Wilson
added that because fruit flies have complex brains and behaviors, they are a good start-
ing point for studying aspects of cognition that exist in higher-order species such as mice
or humans.

LA JOLLA (CALIFORNIA) [US] : Lung ade-
nocarcinoma is the most common type of
lung cancer, accounting for the majority of
cancer-related fatalities in the US. There
are various causes of lung adenocarcinoma,
one of which is a mutation in a protein
known as EGFR. Non-mutant EGFR stimu-
lates cell proliferation in response to injury,
but mutated EGFR promotes out-of-control
growth, which can lead to cancer. Modern
immunotherapies are ineffective against
EGFR-driven lung adenocarcinoma, and
while certain medications exist to treat the
malignancy, patients usually acquire resist-
ance to them within a few years. This gap in
the therapy toolkit prompted Salk Institute
researchers to look for weak points in the
cancer's development process. The
researchers discovered that EGFR-driven
lung adenocarcinoma hijacks a specialized
population of lung-resident immune cells
known as macrophages, which are respon-
sible for disposing of diseased and damaged
cells as well as maintaining a delicate bal-
ance of protective lipids (fats) around lung
alveoli, which are required for breathing.
Lung cancer cells recruit macrophages into
the tumor microenvironment and modify
their lipid metabolism, transforming them
into cancer fuel sources. The newly pow-
ered tumor cells subsequently stimulate
further macrophage growth to provide
additional fuel--a novel self-perpetuating
cancer strategy.

The findings, published in Cancer
Discovery on January 25, 2024, provide
new inspiration for lung adenocarcinoma
interventions that disrupt this tumor cell-
macrophage relationship. The researchers
suggest that treatments using EGFR
inhibitors may be more successful when
paired with statins, a class of drugs com-
monly used to lower cholesterol levels.

"We have discovered a novel way that
lung cancer cells manipulate their local
environment and other cell types surround-
ing them to promote their own growth. In
this case, the tumor cells exploit lung-resi-
dent macrophages--remodeling them to
provide nutrients, like cholesterol, to the
cancer cells and stimulate tumor growth,"
says senior and co-corresponding author

Susan Kaech, professor, director of the
NOMIS Center for Immunobiology and
Microbial Pathogenesis, and holder of the
NOMIS Chair at Salk. "One exciting impli-
cation of this work is that lung cancer
treatments may be improved by simply
adding statins, an already widely used
class of drugs, to the patient's treatment
plan." Lungs rely on tiny bulbs called alve-
oli, which expand and deflate with our
breath, to facilitate the exchange of oxygen
and carbon dioxide between the air and
our blood. Alveoli are crucial to human
survival, and their health is dependent on a
lipid-rich environment created by alveolar

cells and sustained by macrophages.
Lipids, such as cholesterol, are fatty com-
pounds that support bodily function by
helping cells move, store energy, and
absorb vitamins. This unique ability of
lung-resident macrophages to maintain
lipid balance becomes more complicated
when tumor cells begin to exploit those
lipids to help themselves grow. A better
understanding of the mechanisms
macrophages use to regulate their metabo-
lism and lipid production can provide
insight into how tumor cells selfishly
manipulate those mechanisms to help
themselves. "The tumor cells excrete even

more of a growth factor called GM-CSF
(granulocyte macrophage colony-stimulat-
ing factor), which then causes the
macrophages to grow alongside them and
change their metabolism, resulting in
excess lipids that the tumor cells use to
strengthen themselves," says first author
Alexandra Kuhlmann-Hogan, former post-
doctoral researcher in Kaech's lab and cur-
rent postdoctoral researcher at UC Los
Angeles. "The cancer was effectively
hijacking this normal macrophage process
of maintaining the lungs with healthy lipids
in order to fuel itself."

"Not only were the tumor cells metabol-
ically reprogramming the macrophages--
they were also instigating a feedback loop
that encouraged an optimal metabolic state
in the tumor cells themselves," said co-cor-
responding author KaterinaPoliti, scientific
director of the Center for Thoracic Cancers
at Yale Cancer Center and professor of
pathology at Yale School of Medicine. When
the EGFR-driven lung adenocarcinoma
cells secreted GM-CSF, it stimulated a gene
in the macrophages called PPARg (peroxi-
some proliferator-activated receptor
gamma), which jump-started their meta-
bolic reprogramming and subsequent
secretion of lipids. In addition to using
these macrophage-curated lipids to grow,
the tumor cells also use the lipids to power
the continued activation of the EGFR-drive
that helps the cancer grow. Kaech predicts
that disrupting this loop could be a novel
intervention for slowing down EGFR-driven
cancer growth. Exactly how the delivery of
lipids like cholesterol to tumor cells powers
the EGFR oncogenic pathway, the
researchers aren't yet sure.

"Our results reveal new therapeutic
possibilities for immunotherapy-resistant
EGFR-driven lung adenocarcinomas," said
co-corresponding author Christian Metallo,
professor and holder of the Daniel and
Martina Lewis Chair at Salk. "We have
identified a key metabolic relationship
between macrophages and alveoli that is
exploited by tumor cells to support the can-
cer's metabolic demands--now we just have
to disrupt that exploitation." 

Study finds how lung cancer captures
immune cell metabolism for its own growth

"Our results reveal new therapeutic possibilities for immunother-
apy-resistant EGFR-driven lung adenocarcinomas," said co-corre-

sponding author Christian Metallo, professor and holder of the
Daniel and Martina Lewis Chair at Salk. "We have identified a key

metabolic relationship between macrophages and alveoli that is
exploited by tumor cells to support the cancer's metabolic demands-

-now we just have to disrupt that exploitation."

ARIZONA [US] : New research sug-
gested that living less than 0.3
miles from a pesticide use area
before getting pregnant and
throughout the first trimester of
pregnancy may increase the risk of
stillbirths.

Research by Mel and Enid
Zuckerman College of Public
Health and Southwest
Environmental Health Sciences
Centre.

Certain pesticides, particularly
the class of organophosphates,
were linked to stillbirth throughout
the first trimester of pregnancy and
a 90-day preconception window,
according to research findings.

The study "Pesticide Exposure
During the First Trimester and Its
Associations With Stillbirth" was
released in the American Journal
of Epidemiology.

"In this study, some specific
ingredients stood out due to their
significant associations with still-
birth risk," said first author Melissa
Furlong, PhD, who studies the
chronic health effects of environ-
mental contaminants as an assis-
tant professor and environmental
epidemiologist at the Zuckerman
College of Public Health and a
member of the Southwest
Environmental Health Sciences
Center at the R. Ken Coit College of
Pharmacy. "These findings under-
score the importance of consider-
ing individual pesticides rather
than just the overall pesticide class,
as specific chemical compounds
may pose unique risks. It also high-
lights the potential for pre-preg-
nancy exposures to affect repro-
ductive outcomes." To conduct the
study, researchers linked Arizona
pesticide use records for 27 differ-
ent pesticides with state birth cer-
tificate data that included
1,237,750 births and 2,290 still-
births from 2006 to 2020. They
found that living within .31 miles
(500 meters) of specific pyrethroid,
organophosphate or carbamate
pesticide applications during a 90-
day pre-conception window or the
first trimester was associated with
an increased risk of stillbirth.
Specifically, the pesticides
cyfluthrin, zeta-cypermethrin,

organophosphates as a class,
malathion, carbaryl and propamo-
carb hydrochloride were linked to
increased stillborn births pre-con-
ception. During the first trimester,
fenpropathrin, permethrin,
organophosphates as a class,
acephate and formetanate
hydrochloride were associated with
stillbirths.

"Among organophosphates,
acephate showed the strongest
effect estimates on stillbirth, so that
exposure to acephate in the first
trimester was associated with a
doubling of risk," said co-author
Paloma Beamer, PhD, a professor
and interim associate dean at the
Zuckerman College of Public
Health and a member of the
Southwest Environmental Health
Sciences Center, U of A Health
Sciences Asthma and Airway
Disease Research Center and BIO5
Institute. "Within the pyrethroid
class, cyfluthrin exposure during
the 90 days prior to conception
almost doubled the risk of still-
birth." Pesticides are chemical sub-
stances used to control pests in var-
ious settings. They are commonly
categorized into different classes,
such as organophosphates,
pyrethroids and carbamates. The
primary route of exposure for most
people is through diet, but house-
hold use, agricultural drift and
occupational exposure are also sig-
nificant pathways. Researchers
say while some pesticides may not
have been directly implicated in
this study, they could still pose
risks to maternal and fetal health.
Pregnant women may be particu-
larly vulnerable to the adverse
effects of pesticide exposure due to
physiological changes during
pregnancy, such as increased
metabolic rate, altered hormone
levels and changes in the immune
system. The developing fetus may
be more susceptible to the toxic
effects of pesticides during this
period of rapid growth and devel-
opment. "Further research is
essential to fully understand the
safety profiles of various pesticides
and to understand the underlying
mechanisms of pesticide-induced
stillbirth," Furlong said.

Study finds how pesti-
cide exposure linked

with stillbirth risk

Researchers find how physical exercise prevents nerve damage during chemotherapy
BASEL [SWITZERLAND] :
Damage to nerves brought on by
cancer therapies frequently
results in symptoms that endure a
lifetime. In some circumstances,
medication has not worked.
Simple exercises can prevent
nerve injury, according to
research. The research was con-
ducted by an interdisciplinary
German team led by a sports sci-
entist at the University of Basel.
Over time, advancements have
been made in cancer therapy. The
quality of life following rehabilita-
tion is becoming increasingly
important; it is no longer only
about surviving. Unfortunately,
many cancer medications, from
chemotherapy to modern
immunotherapies, attack the
nerves as well as the tumour cells.
Some therapies, such as oxali-
platin or vinca alkaloids, leave 70
to 90 per cent of patients com-
plaining of pain, balance issues, or
feelings of numbness, burning or

tingling. These symptoms can be
very debilitating. They can disap-
pear following cancer treatment,
but in around 50 per cent they
become chronic. Specialists call it
chemotherapy-induced peripheral
neuropathy, or CIPN for short.

A research team led by sports
scientist Dr Fiona Streckmann
from the University of Basel and
the German Sport University
Cologne has now shown that spe-
cific exercise, concomitant to can-
cer therapy, can prevent nerve
damage in many cases. The
researchers have reported their
findings in the journal JAMA
Internal Medicine. The study
involved 158 cancer patients, both
male and female, who were
receiving treatment either with
oxaliplatin or vinca-alkaloids. The
researchers divided the patients at
random into three groups. The
first was a control group, whose
members received standard care.
The other two groups completed

exercise sessions twice a week for
the duration of their chemothera-
py, with each session lasting
between 15 and 30 minutes. One
of these groups carried out exer-
cises that focused primarily on bal-
ancing on an increasingly unstable
surface. The other group trained
on a vibration plate. Regular
examinations over the next five
years showed that in the control
group around twice as many par-
ticipants developed CIPN as in
either of the exercise groups. In
other words, the exercises under-
taken alongside chemotherapy
were able to reduce the incidence
of nerve damage by 50 to 70 per
cent. In addition, they increased
the patients' subjectively per-
ceived quality of life, made it less
necessary to reduce their dose of
cancer medications, and reduced
mortality in the five years follow-
ing chemotherapy. The partici-
pants receiving vinca-alkaloids
and performing sensorimotor

training had the largest benefit. A
lot of money has been invested
over the years in reducing the
incidence of CIPN, explains
Streckmann. "This side effect has
a direct influence on clinical
treatment: for example, patients
may not be able to receive the
planned number of chemothera-
py cycles that they actually need,
the dosage of neurotoxic agents
in the chemotherapy may have to
be reduced, or their treatment
may have to be terminated."
Despite the investments made,
there is no effective pharmaco-
logical treatment to date: various
studies have shown that medica-
tions can neither prevent nor
reverse this nerve damage.
However, according to the latest
estimates, USD 17,000 are spent
per patient every year in the USA
on treating nerve damage associ-
ated with chemotherapy.
Streckmann's assumption is that
"doctors prescribe medications

despite everything because
patients' level of suffering is so
high." In contrast, the sports sci-
entist emphasizes, that the posi-
tive effect of exercise has been
substantiated, and this treatment
is very cheap in comparison. At
the moment, she and her team
are working on guidelines for
hospitals so that they can inte-
grate the exercises into clinical
practice as supportive therapy.
In addition, since 2023 a study
has been ongoing in six chil-
dren's hospitals in Germany and
Switzerland (PrepAIR), which is
intended to prevent sensory and
motor dysfunctions in children
receiving neurotoxic chemother-
apy. "The potential of physical
activity is hugely underestimat-
ed," says Fiona Streckmann. She
very much hopes that the results
of the newly published study will
lead to more sports therapists
being employed in hospitals, to
better exploit this potential. 
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MI News Service, Beijing : A mas-
sive gas explosion at a coal mine
in northern China has killed at
least 90 people, state media re-
ported on Saturday.  It is learnt
that a total of 247 workers were
underground at the time of the
blast, which occurred at 7:29 pm
(1129 GMT) on Friday at the
Liushenyu coal mine in Shanxi
province. At least 90 people had
died and 123 others were sent to
hospital for treatment, four of
whom were in critical or severe
condition, state broadcaster said.
Of those sent for treatment, 33
had returned home as of 2:00 pm
on Saturday, it added.

A total of 755 emergency and
medical personnel were dis-
patched to the site to undertake
rescue operation. Friday's explo-
sion was the worst mining disaster
in China since 2009, when 108
people were killed in a mine blast
in northeast Heilongjiang
province.

Sulphur smell

Survivor and injured miner
Wang Yong told the state broad-
caster that there was a "puff of
smoke" and he smelled sulphur.
He recalled seeing people choked
by the smoke before he fainted.

"I lay down for about an hour
and woke up by myself. I called
the people next to me and got out
of the mine together’’. 

President Xi Jinping urged
"all-out efforts" to treat the in-
jured and called for thorough in-
vestigations into the incident.

He "emphasised that all re-
gions and departments must draw
lessons from this accident, remain
constantly vigilant regarding
workplace safety ... and resolutely
prevent and curb the occurrence

of major and catastrophic acci-
dents".

A person "responsible for" the
company involved in the explosion
has been "placed under control in
accordance with the law".

State media initially reported
four deaths and dozens trapped
after levels of carbon monoxide --
a highly toxic, odourless gas -- in
the mine were found to have "ex-
ceeded limits".

Some of those stuck under-
ground were in "critical condi-
tion", that report said. The death
toll then jumped sharply as the
morning wore on. Shanxi, one of
China's poorer provinces, is the
centre of the country's coal-min-
ing.

Mine safety in China has im-
proved in recent decades, but ac-
cidents still occur in an industry
where safety protocols are often
lax and regulations vague.

In 2023, a collapse at an open-
pit coal mine in the northern Inner
Mongolia region killed 53 people.

MI News Service, Washington : The
Trump administration is preparing for a
fresh round of military strikes against
Iran despite ongoing diplomatic efforts,
US media reported, citing sources with
direct knowledge of the planning. How-
ever no final decision had been made as
of Friday afternoon (local time).

Meanwhile, US President Donald
Trump claimed that Iran was seeking ne-
gotiations after recent US military ac-
tions, saying Tehran’s military
capabilities had been severely weakened
and insisting the country “will never have
a nuclear weapon”.

Addressing a rally in New York’s
Rockland County, Trump said the US mil-
itary had inflicted major damage on Iran
and warned that Washington would not
allow Tehran to develop nuclear
weapons.

“Now, Iran, their Navy's gone, their
air force is gone everything's gone, their
leaders are gone,” Trump told support-
ers. “And if you read the fake news, you'd
think they're doing just fine. They're not
doing just fine. They want to settle so
badly.”

Trump later repeated the claim while
discussing energy prices and the US econ-
omy. “We're going to have to journey
down to the Middle East,” he said. “Be-

cause Iran is going to have a nuclear
weapon if we don't stop them. And I said,
we're going to have to do it, and we have
stopped them.” “They're not going to ever
have a nuclear weapon,” Trump added.
“They're never going to have a nuclear
weapon.”

The President framed the Iran con-
frontation as part of a broader national
security and economic strategy, arguing
that stabilising the Middle East would
help lower global energy prices. “Oil
prices are going to tumble as soon as I
finish up with Iran, tumble, boom,”
Trump said.

The remarks came as Trump praised
recent US military operations and high-
lighted what he called the strength of the
American armed forces.

“We have the greatest military in the
world right now,” Trump said. “There's
nobody like our equipment. There's no-
body like the stuff we produce.’’ 

He also referenced “Operation Epic
Fury”, describing Iran as “the world's
number one state sponsor of terror”.
“They send their money all over the
world to create problems,” Trump said.
“Never going to happen.”

Trump used the rally to argue that his
administration had restored American
global standing after what he described
as weakness under former President Joe
Biden.

“I was with the king of Saudi Arabia
two years ago,” Trump said. “He said,
‘Mr. President, it's amazing, two years
ago, you were a dead country.’”

The President also claimed his tariff
policies and economic agenda had
strengthened the US economy despite
global tensions.

“Today, we just -- an amazing thing
happened,” Trump said. “The Dow Jones
hit 50,702.” Trump’s comments on Iran
drew some of the loudest applause of the
evening as supporters repeatedly chanted
“USA, USA”.

MI News Service, Dhaka :
The United Nations Inter-
national Children's Emer-
gency Fund (UNICEF)
expressed grave concern
over the recent surge in
brutal violence against
children reported across
Bangladesh, including the
rape and killing of girls
and boys in places meant
to ensure their safety.

Stressing that “brutal-
ity against children must
stop”, Rana Flowers,
UNICEF Representative in
Bangladesh, said that the
growing number of reports
of brutal and sexual vio-
lence against women and
children across the coun-
try in 2026 underscored
the urgent need to
strengthen child and gen-
der-based violence (GBV)
prevention measures na-
tionwide.

“The culture of im-
punity enjoyed by perpe-
trators must end, and the
gaps in prevention, report-
ing, institutional safe-
guarding, child-friendly
police and justice, commu-
nity protection and social
services must be ad-
dressed. There is also a
need for psychosocial sup-
port for the women and
children, with far stronger
accountability of schools,

madrasas, workplaces,
neighbourhoods and care
settings,” read a statement
issued by Flowers.

"Violence spreads
when communities stay
silent. UNICEF appeals for
children, women, families
and community members
to report violence, abuse
or exploitation through
available protection serv-
ices, including Child
Helpline 1098, which pro-
vides support and referral
services for children in
need of assistance,” she
added.

According to Flowers,
women and children sub-
jected to abuse deserve to
have their dignity re-
spected and their rights
protected. She said that
the sharing of photos,
videos or identifying per-
sonal details amounts to

further abuse of the vic-
tims.

“All who share and re-
share are adding to the
trauma of survivors, the
trauma of families, and the
disrespect of the victim,”
she added.

UNICEF appealed to
the public, media outlets
and social media users to
respect the rights of the
victims and their families
by refraining from sharing
such content. Instead, it
urged people to raise their
voices for stronger protec-
tion systems and an end to
the impunity of perpetra-
tors.

"Every child has the
right to protection every-
where, in communities,
schools, at home, and even
in how their stories and
images are treated in pub-
lic spaces,” Flowers noted.

MI News Service, Beirut :
Lebanon’s health ministry
reported on Friday that six
paramedics were killed in
two separate Israeli strikes
in southern Lebanon
within 24 hours, condemn-
ing the attacks as clear vi-
olations of international
humanitarian law.

According to the min-
istry, an overnight strike in
the town of Hanaway
killed four paramedics
from the Islamic Health
Association. Hours later on
Friday morning, another
strike in Deir Qanoun En-
Nahr killed two medics
from the Al-Rissala Scouts
Association.

The Israeli military
stated that the Hanaway
strike targeted Hezbollah
infrastructure sites where
militants were present. In
Deir Qanoun En-Nahr, it
said forces identified and
struck two Hezbollah mili-
tants on motorcycles. The
military added that it was
investigating reports of
civilian casualties in both
incidents and had ordered
residents to evacuate the
areas beforehand to re-
duce harm.

A video released by the
health ministry from Deir
Qanoun En-Nahr, verified
by Reuters through match-
ing buildings, trees, and
road layout with archive
imagery, shows two men in
yellow vests attending to a
person on the roadside. As
an ambulance approaches,
a strike hits, leaving the
men on the ground. The
ministry reported six total
deaths in that incident, in-
cluding the two medics
and a Syrian child.

Deir Qanoun En-Nahr
had already suffered a
deadly airstrike earlier
this week that killed 14
people — the deadliest sin-
gle attack since a fragile
ceasefire was announced

last month.
Since the current esca-

lation began on March 2,
more than 3,100 people
have been killed in
Lebanon, including 123
medics, over 210 children,
and nearly 300 women,
according to the health
ministry. Several hospitals
in the south have also been
damaged or rendered in-
operable.

International humani-
tarian law specifically pro-
tects medical personnel
and healthcare infrastruc-
ture during conflicts. The
incidents have raised fresh
concerns over the safety of
frontline responders in the
ongoing Israel-Hezbollah
clashes.

MI News Service, Mumbai : People for the Ethical Treat-
ment of Animals (PETA) India has unveiled ‘Awaaz’, a
child-like robot goat, who speaks to encourage people to
make animal-free food choices and inculcate vegan eat-
ing habits.

A video shows the realistic-looking robot goat engag-
ing in gentle, interactive conversations in English and
Hindi, asking children and other passersby – “Do you
consider me a friend or food?”

Awaaz will visit college campuses and city centres to
engage with members of the public across the country.
PETA India aims to create more vegans and encourage
slaughter-free expressions of sacrifice with Awaaz’s help,
the organisation said.

“Some people think we are food, or that our lives can
be taken. But my life means something special to me, just
like yours is valuable to you,” Awaaz is seen saying in the
video.

“Like humans, goats feel pain and fear, and they don’t
want to be killed,” a statement from PETA said, adding
that Awaaz will encourage college students and members
of the public to let goats live, and to choose delicious an-
imal-free foods like jackfruit, tofu, mushrooms and mock
mutton instead.

Each person who goes vegan spares the lives of
nearly 200 animals every year and reduces their own
risk of developing heart disease, diabetes and cancer.
Raising animals for food is also a leading cause of water
pollution and water and land use, and a United Nations
report concluded that a global shift towards vegan eating
is necessary to combat the worst effects of the climate
catastrophe, the release said.

MI News Service, Tehran:
Iran on Saturday, May 23,
weighed a new peace pro-
posal amid growing fears of
possible fresh United States
military action,

Tehran also accused
Washington of making “ex-
cessive demands” during
ongoing negotiations.

Iranian media said lead-
ers of the Islamic Republic
were reviewing the latest
diplomatic proposal as ef-
forts continued to prevent
further escalation in the re-
gion.

The tensions intensified
after US media reports sug-
gested Washington was
considering new strikes
against Iran if talks failed to
make progress.

Qatar has warned
against closing the Strait of
Hormuz amid rising re-
gional tensions linked to the
Iran crisis.

Qatar’s Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister held a

phone call with Iranian For-
eign Minister Abbas
Araghchi, reaffirming
Doha’s support for ongoing
mediation efforts aimed at
securing a comprehensive
agreement to end the crisis,
according to Qatar’s Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs.

During the conversa-
tion, the Qatari minister
urged all parties to respond
positively to diplomatic ef-
forts to help achieve lasting
peace and stability in the
region, Al Jazeera reported.

He also warned that
closing the Strait of Hormuz
or using it as a bargaining
tool would worsen the crisis
and threaten the interests of
countries across the region.

The minister described
freedom of navigation as a
“fundamental and non-ne-
gotiable principle” and
called on all sides to respect
international law and the
principles of good neigh-
bourliness.

MI News Service, Tehran:
Iran imposed new airspace
restrictions on Saturday,
May 23, the 85th day of the
American-Israeli war on
Iran, as reports suggested
the Trump administration
is reviewing military op-
tions against Tehran.

A Notice to Air Missions
(NOTAM), identified as OIIX
A1010/26, announced the
closure of airports across
the western section of the
Tehran Flight Information
Region, with only a limited
number of facilities permit-
ted to operate during day-
light hours.

The restrictions are ex-
pected to remain in place
until Monday, May 25, with
airlines required to seek
fresh approval from Iran’s
Civil Aviation Authority be-
fore operating passenger
flights in affected areas.

The announcement
came amid heightened re-
gional tensions and contin-
ued diplomatic activity
involving Washington and
Tehran.

Axios reported that
Trump convened senior na-
tional security officials on
Friday morning to assess
diplomatic efforts and re-
view possible scenarios if
talks collapse. Vice Presi-
dent JD Vance, Defence
Secretary Pete Hegseth and
CIA Director John Ratcliffe
were among those present
at the meeting.

Sources cited by Axios
said the administration still
sees a possible window for
progress within the next 24
hours.

The Wall Street Journal,
citing US officials, reported
that Trump told aides he
wanted to allow more time
for diplomacy, although he
has not ruled out military
action if negotiations fail.

White House spokes-
woman Carolyn Levitt told
CBS News that the presi-
dent was “keeping all op-
tions open”, while
administration officials said
the Pentagon remains
ready to carry out any di-
rective issued by Trump.

CBS reported that US
defence and intelligence
agencies have begun updat-
ing overseas recall rosters
as contingency planning in-
tensifies. Some military
personnel reportedly can-
celled Memorial Day week-
end plans amid
expectations of possible de-
velopments.

Speaking at the White
House, Trump said Iran
would never be allowed to
obtain a nuclear weapon
and claimed recent US mil-
itary operations had rein-
forced deterrence.

“Iran is dying to make a
deal,” Trump said, while
also praising what he de-
scribed as the strength of
the US military.

Trump later cancelled
weekend travel plans to
New Jersey, citing official
responsibilities requiring
him to remain in Washing-
ton.

Iranian officials indi-
cated that negotiations
would fail if Washington in-
sists on limitations involv-
ing Tehran’s highly
enriched uranium stock-
pile.

Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Esmaeil
Baghaei said discussions
would not succeed if talks
shifted towards detailed ne-
gotiations over Iran’s ura-
nium reserves, according to
IRNA and Reuters.

Baghaei also confirmed
that a Qatari delegation
was meeting Foreign Minis-
ter Abbas Araghchi in

Tehran, while reiterating
that Pakistan remains the
primary mediator.

Baghaei said the visit of
Pakistan Army chief Gen-
eral Asim Munir to Tehran
should not be interpreted
as evidence of a decisive
breakthrough.

Tasnim News, which is
affiliated with Iran’s Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps,
quoted a source close to the
negotiating team as saying
limited progress had been
achieved, although major
disagreements remain un-
resolved.

According to the
source, current discus-
sions are centred on end-
ing the conflict, while
Pakistani mediators con-
tinue exchanging mes-
sages between both sides.

Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi told UN Secre-
tary-General Antonio
Guterres that Washington’s
“excessive demands” re-
main the principal obstacle
to diplomatic progress.

An Iranian Foreign
Ministry statement cited by
Tasnim said Guterres
stressed the importance of
diplomacy and opposed
the use of force against na-
tional sovereignty.

Separately, Iran’s 
ambassador to the United
Nations, Amir-Saeid Ira-
vani, called on Gulf coun-
tries and Jordan to
compensate Tehran for
losses resulting from what
he described as unlawful
actions against Iran.

MI News Service, Riyadh:
Abdul Rahim, a native of
Kodampuzha near Feroke
in Kerala’s Kozhikode dis-
trict, is expected to return
home soon after complet-
ing a 20-year prison term
in Saudi Arabia that ended
on Wednesday, May 20, ac-
cording to media reports.

Members of the Abdul
Rahim Legal Aid Commit-
tee said the remaining
legal procedures linked to
his release are nearing
completion. The commit-
tee stated that the issuance
of an exit visa — regarded
as the final step before de-
parture — could take place
shortly, while travel
arrangements for his re-
turn to India have already
been prepared with the
support of the Indian Em-
bassy.

The committee also
said the Eid al-Adha holi-
days in Saudi Arabia could
slightly delay the comple-
tion of formalities, al-
though efforts are
continuing to avoid further
setbacks.

Rahim travelled to
Saudi Arabia in 2006 to
work as a driver for a
Saudi family. He was also
responsible for caring for

Anas Al Shahri, a 15-year-
old boy with disabilities.
During a journey, a med-
ical breathing device used
by the boy reportedly be-
came disconnected inside
the vehicle, after which the
teenager lost conscious-
ness and later died.

Following the incident,
Saudi authorities arrested
Rahim and charged him in
the case. He was later sen-
tenced to death under
Saudi law.

The case attracted
widespread attention in
Kerala after the victim’s
family agreed to accept
blood money, paving the
way for the death sentence
to be commuted. A public
fundraising campaign
launched under the ban-
ner “Save Abdul Rahim”
received support from peo-

ple across Kerala and ex-
patriate communities
abroad.

The campaign raised
nearly Rs 34 crore, which
organisers described as
one of the largest crowd-
funding efforts in the state.
Businessman Boby Chem-
manur was among those
who publicly supported the
initiative.

The Abdul Rahim Legal
Assistance Committee in-
formed the Saudi court in
April 2024 that the com-
pensation amount had
been arranged. The funds
were later transferred
through an account estab-
lished by India’s Ministry
of External Affairs.

The Riyadh Criminal
Court later overturned
Rahim’s death sentence
after the compensation
amount was handed over
to the victim’s family. How-
ever, his release was de-
layed because of
proceedings related to a
public rights case.

Several hearings con-
nected to his release peti-
tion were subsequently
postponed for procedural
reasons, extending his im-
prisonment beyond the
completion of his sentence.

US preparing for fresh round of
military strikes on Iran: Media reports

Gas explosion at a coal mine in northern China, 90 killed

Israeli strikes kill six paramedics in southern Lebanon within 24 hoursIran weighs latest peace proposal as US strike fears grow

After Rs 34 cr crowdfunding, Kerala man set to return home from Saudi Arabia

UNICEF expressed concern over rising
violence against children in Bangladesh

Ahead of Eid al-Adha, PETA deploys AI robot
goat to speak against animal slaughter

Iran closes western airspace amid
reports of possible US military action

Amid conflict, millions in Nigeria face 
hunger in coming lean season: UN

MI News Service, United Nations: Millions of people across
Nigeria are bracing for one of the worst lean seasons on
record amid conflict, violence and insecurity, UN humani-
tarians said Friday. In a news release, the UN Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said that eco-
nomic pressures and unprecedented funding constraints
are pushing Nigerian families to the brink.

The UN Humanitarian Country Team in Nigeria re-
ported that nearly one in seven people, or 35 million people
nationwide, are likely to face acute food insecurity during
this year's lean season from June to August, said the office.

"This makes Nigeria one of the world's largest hunger
crises, with the burden falling overwhelmingly on northern
Nigeria," it said. "If assistance is further delayed, millions
of families will be forced to further reduce meals, sell assets
and withdraw their children from school."

OCHA said that acute malnutrition is also projected to
peak, placing millions of children at risk. Across northwest
and northeast Nigeria, it is estimated that 6.4 million chil-
dren are likely to be acutely malnourished this year.

The United Nations and its humanitarian partners are
appealing for urgent funding to scale up life-saving assis-
tance. "Resources from the Nigeria Humanitarian Fund
have jump-started the response, but more is needed to
meet immediate life-saving humanitarian needs," OCHA
said. "The already hyper-prioritized 516 million U.S. dollar
Humanitarian Needs and Response Plan is just over 40 per-
cent funded, with 215 million dollars received."
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IPL 2026: When and where to
watch KKR vs DC, know all details
KOLKATA : Kolkata Knight
Riders and Delhi Capitals will
enter Sunday's IPL 2026 league-
stage finale at Eden Gardens
knowing their playoff hopes are
hanging by a thread. While both
teams are still mathematically
alive in the race for the final
knockout berth, qualification sce-
narios remain heavily dependent
on results elsewhere. 

The key equation centres
around Punjab Kings' clash
against the already-eliminated
Lucknow Super Giants on
Saturday. A Punjab victory would
officially end Delhi's campaign
and leave KKR requiring a mas-
sive win over DC to overcome
Punjab's superior net run-rate.
Even a narrow PBKS victory
would mean Kolkata need a huge
margin of victory to stay in con-
tention. Both teams will also hope
for Mumbai Indians to defeat
Rajasthan Royals in the first
game on Sunday, the penultimate
match of the league stage, with
RR capable of sealing qualifica-
tion by reaching 16 points.

Delhi's inconsistent campaign

has largely revolved around the
performances of KL Rahul, who
has scored 533 runs at a strike
rate above 171. The return of
David Miller has strengthened the
middle order, but underwhelming
bowling displays from Axar Patel
and Kuldeep Yadav have hurt DC
throughout the season.

KKR, meanwhile, have staged
a strong comeback after an
injury-hit start disrupted their

bowling unit. Six wins in their last
seven matches have revived
Kolkata's hopes and restored
momentum heading into the final
league fixture.

When: Sunday, May 24, 7:30
IST

Where: Eden Gardens, Kolkata
Where to watch: The KKR vs

DC match will be broadcast on
Star Sports channels, with
JioHotstar live-streaming the

game.
SQUADS:

Kolkata Knight Riders: Kolkata
Knight Riders: Ajinkya Rahane (c),
Manish Pandey, Rovman Powell,
Angkrish Raghuvanshi (wk),
Ramandeep Singh, Rinku Singh,
Sunil Narine, Anukul Roy,
Vaibhav Arora, Harshit Rana,
Umran Malik, Varun
Chakaravarthy, Cameron Green,
Finn Allen, Matheesha Pathirana,
Kartik Tyagi, Rahul Tripathi, Tim
Seifert, Tejasvi Dahiya, Sarthak
Ranjan, Rachin Ravindra, Akash
Deep, Prashant Solanki, Daksh
Kamra

Delhi Capitals: Axar Patel
(captain), KL Rahul, Kuldeep
Yadav, Karun Nair, David Miller,
Pathum Nissanka, Tristan Stubbs,
Sameer Rizvi, Nitish Rana, T.
Natarajan, Mukesh Kumar,
Ashutosh Sharma, Dushmantha
Chameera, Lungi Ngidi, Vipraj
Nigam, Sahil Parakh, Prithvi
Shaw, Abishek Porel, Ajay
Mandal, Tripurana Vijay, Madhav
Tiwari, Auqib Nabi Dar, Mitchell
Starc, Kyle Jamieson, and Rehan
Ahmed

KUALA LUMPUR : Chinese
shuttlers booked spots in four
finals at the 2026 Malaysia
Masters after a strong show-
ing in Saturday's semifinal
matches in the BWF World
Series event in the Malaysian
capital. 

In men's singles, Li
Shifeng defeated compatriot
Hu Zhe'an 21-17, 21-16 to
advance to the final, where
he will face Thailand's
Panitchaphon Teeraratsakul
on Sunday. Women's singles
star Chen Yufei cruised past
Japan's Hina Akechi 21-11,
21-14 and will take on
Thailand's Ratchanok
Intanon in the title match.

In women's doubles, Chen
Fanshutian and Luo Xumin
rallied to beat fellow Chinese
pair Bao Lijing and Cao Zihan
18-21, 21-9, 21-19, setting up
a final clash against Japan's
Sayaka Hirota and Ayako
Sakuramoto, reports Xinhua.

Mixed doubles duo Gao
Jiaxuan and Wei Yaxin also
battled into the final after
overcoming Denmark's
Mathias Christiansen and
Alexandra Boje 22-24, 21-16,
21-18. They will meet
Thailand's Pakkapon
Teeraratsakul and Sapsiree
Taerattanachai in the cham-
pionship match.

Earlier, Chinese shuttlers
stormed past their quarterfi-
nal opponents on Friday,

securing semifinal berths
across multiple events.

Men's singles world junior
champion Hu Zhe'an out-
played Indonesia's Jonatan
Christie 14-21, 21-13, 21-16,
while Li Shifeng defeated
France's Toma Junior Popov
21-18, 15-21, 21-5.

Women's singles player
Chen Yufei outplayed
Thailand's Pitchamon
Opatniputh 21-19, 21-9.

Women's doubles pair Bao
Lijing and Cao Zihan over-
came Chen Yan Fei and Sun
Liang Ching of Chinese Taipei
21-14, 18-21, 21-15, while
Chen Fanshutian and Luo
Xumin overpowered Japan's
Rin Iwanaga and Kie
Nakanishi 24-22, 21-18.

Mixed doubles duo Gao
Jiaxuan and Wei Yaxin out-
played Malaysia's Chen Tang
Jie and Toh Ee Wei 21-18, 21-
16, while Guo Xinwa and
Chen Fanghui defeated
Presley Smith and Jennie Gai
of the United States 23-21,
22-20.

FIFA: ARSENAL
STAR ETHAN
NWANERI CALLED
UP TO ENGLAND'S
PRE-WORLD CUP
TRAINING CAMP
NEW DELHI : Ethan Nwaneri has been
called up to join England's pre-World Cup
preparation camp in the United States as
manager Thomas Tuchel continues to
assess the country's emerging talent
ahead of the tournament. 

The Arsenal youngster will link up with
the senior squad in Florida alongside Alex
Scott, Josh King, and Rio Ngumoha as part
of England's preparations before the
World Cup begins later this summer.

England confirmed Nwaneri's inclusion
on Saturday through an update on the
team's official social media channels, one
day after Tuchel announced his 26-man
squad for the tournament.

Nwaneri spent the second half of the
season on loan at Olympique de Marseille
after making 12 senior appearances for
Arsenal during the first half of the cam-
paign. The 19-year-old featured 10 times
in France, although opportunities became
limited following managerial changes at
the Ligue 1 club.

The midfielder initially made an imme-
diate impression in Marseille, scoring on
his debut against RC Lens under then-
head coach Roberto De Zerbi. However, De
Zerbi's departure, before taking charge of
Tottenham Hotspur, altered Nwaneri's
role within the squad.

Under new manager Habib Beye, the
teenager struggled to earn regular min-
utes and faced criticism for his consisten-
cy and commitment in training.

Despite that, England's coaching staff
continue to hold Nwaneri in high regard.
The midfielder already has 15 appear-
ances for England's Under-21 side and is
viewed as one of the country's brightest
young prospects.

England's squad will assemble in Palm
Beach on June 1 before beginning their
World Cup preparations with friendly
matches against New Zealand in Tampa
and Costa Rica in Orlando.

Tuchel's side will then travel to Kansas
City, their tournament base, ahead of
opening their Group L campaign against
Croatia in Dallas on June 17. England will
also face Ghana and Panama during the
group stage.

NEW DELHI : Bruno Fernandes has been named the Premier
League Player of the Season after delivering a remarkable
campaign that powered Manchester United back into the UEFA
Champions League places. 

The United captain enjoyed one of the finest individual sea-
sons of his career, combining creativity, leadership, and consis-
tency to emerge as the standout performer in England's top
flight. Fernandes becomes the first Manchester United player
to win the award since Nemanja Vidic claimed the honour in
2011.

The Portugal international's influence has been reflected
most strongly in his extraordinary creative numbers.
Fernandes registered his 20th assist of the league season
against Nottingham Forest last weekend, matching the all-time
Premier League record jointly held by Thierry Henry and Kevin
De Bruyne.

With one game still remaining against Brighton &amp;
Hove Albion on Sunday, Fernandes now has the opportunity to
become the outright record-holder for most assists in a single
Premier League season.

Alongside his playmaking brilliance, Fernandes has also
contributed eight league goals, taking his overall tally to 28
goal involvements in 37 appearances this campaign.

No player has created more chances in the Premier League
this season than Fernandes, whose 132 chances created place
him comfortably ahead of the competition. The United skipper
produced 43 more chances than the next-best player, Dominik
Szoboszlai of Liverpool.

Fernandes' award arrives just weeks after he was voted the
Football Writers' Association Men's Footballer of the Year,
underlining the widespread recognition for his performances
during United's resurgence.

United's campaign had looked uncertain midway through
the season following managerial upheaval and inconsistency,
but Fernandes remained the side's driving force throughout
the turbulent period. His leadership and output proved central
to the club's eventual rise to third place under Michael Carrick,
securing a return to Champions League football.

Fernandes topped a strong shortlist that included Declan
Rice, David Raya, Gabriel Magalhães, Erling Haaland, Antoine
Semenyo, Igor Thiago, and Morgan Gibbs-White.

NEW DELHI : India started
its participation at the United
World Wrestling (UWW) U23
Asian Championships in Da
Nang, Vietnam, on a positive
note, as Greco-Roman
wrestlers Sagar Singh and
Suraj moved on to their
respective gold medal match-
es on the first day at the Tien
Son Sport Centre. 

Leading India's efforts
were outstanding perform-
ances in the 67kg and 60kg
Greco-Roman categories,
where both wrestlers demon-
strated attacking spirit and
calmness under pressure to
earn their spots in the
evening finals.

Sagar Singh delivered a
strong performance in the

67kg category, demonstrat-
ing tactical discipline and
consistency throughout the
preliminary rounds to reach
the gold medal match. He is
joined in the finals by Suraj
in the 60kg division, who also
secured his spot in the title
match after a confident cam-
paign during the day, ensur-
ing India at least a silver
medal.

In the 77kg category,
Kumar Sachin fought hard
but narrowly lost in a close
semifinal match against
Alikhan Dursonov.
Meanwhile, Indian wrestlers
in the 72kg and 82kg cate-
gories couldn't advance past
the early rounds due to tough
continental competitors.

KOLKATA : The All India
Football Federation (AIFF)
on Saturday adopted the
National Sports Governance
Act 2025 (NSGA) during its
Special General Body
Meeting (SGBM) held in
Kolkata on Saturday. 

The SGBM, held at a hotel
in the city, saw the presence
of 19 members of the
Executive Committee, 32
members of the Member
State Associations along with
representatives of FIFA and
Asian Football Confederation
(AFC).

An official release stated:
"The General Body unani-
mously approved the adop-

tion of the NSGA by the
AIFF".

The National Sports
Governance Act would play
an important role for Indian
football administration under
the national sports frame-
work as it focuses on improv-
ing the governance structure
and increasing transparency
and accountability for all
sports federations.

The constitutional
reforms for the Member
Associations of AIFF were
also discussed during the
meet. The AIFF, according to
the body, would circulate the
draft constitution for its
Member Associations to take

feedback from them.
"The General Body dis-

cussed that the draft
Constitution for the Member
Associations be shared with
the MAs, who are to be
allowed 15 days to respond
with their final suggestions,"
the release stated.

Besides the governance
reforms, discussion also took
place on the commercial
aspects for the federation's
Master Rights Agreement
(MRA). The MRA is one of the
most significant commercial
decisions for Indian football,
which defines and regulates
its media rights, sponsor-
ships and marketing agree-

ments.
It was declared during the

meeting that two firms sub-
mitted their bids for the
agreement and the General
Body approved that the
Executive Committee be
given the power to further
negotiate on the issue.

"The Federation further
discussed the Master Rights
Agreement (MRA), for which,
it has received bids from two
entities. To that extent, the
General Body unanimously
approved that the Executive
Committee be given the
power to discuss and deliber-
ate upon the MRA negotia-
tions," the release added.

NEW DELHI : Pakistan head
coach Mike Hesson has out-
lined the team's long-term
vision for the ODI format,
with the newly-appointed
head coach insisting the
team's focus is firmly fixed on
building a deeper and more
balanced squad ahead of the
next ICC Men's Cricket World
Cup. 

As Pakistan prepare for
their upcoming home ODI
series against Australia
national cricket team, Hesson
made it clear that the selec-
tion strategy over the coming
months will revolve around
expanding the player pool
rather than relying solely on
established names.

"Look, I think with one-
day cricket with the World
Cup in mind, in a year and a
half, you know, we have to
widen the group. So rather
than the same players always
being selected, the ODI squad
is a work in progress. And
there's a number of areas we
need to develop. And we need
to make sure come the World
Cup in a year and a half that
we've actually got the best
squad," Hesson said on the
PCB Podcast

Pakistan's preparations
have already begun through
an intensive white-ball train-
ing camp organised by
Hesson and his support staff,
designed to evaluate both

emerging players and senior
members of the setup.

"The last two weeks have
been a good chance for us to
identify some of that new tal-
ent, challenge them against
some of the existing stuff, or
existing players, and work
out where the gaps are, you

know, because some of these
young guys are promising,
but, you know, still got a lot of
work to do," said the the
Pakistan head coach.

The upcoming Australia
series is expected to serve as
an important testing ground
for several young players

included in Pakistan's 16-
member ODI squad, particu-
larly with a few first-choice
batters unavailable.

"With the likes of Fakir
Zaman and Saim Ayub,
Usman Khan all sort of being
out, it gives some opportuni-
ties for us to look at some
younger ones, particularly in
the batting side," the former
RCB coach opined.

Hesson also expects
Australia to arrive highly
motivated after Pakistan's
dominant 3-0 T20I series win
over them earlier this year as
he said, "They'll be exposed
to an Australian side who'll
be hurting from their per-
formance over here last

time."
Despite Australia's set-

back in the shorter format,
Hesson believes ODI cricket
remains one of their strongest
areas.

"Their squad looks strong
and they'll be coming over
here. ODI cricket is probably
one of their stronger formats
at the moment. That group is
certainly probably better than
their T20 at the moment,"
Hesson mentioned.

While excitement sur-
rounds the inclusion of sever-
al young players, Hesson
urged supporters to remain
patient as the next generation
adjusts to international 
cricket.

U23 Asian Wrestling C'ships: Sagar,
Suraj through to finals on first day

Badminton: Chinese 
shuttlers storm into four 
finals at Malaysia Masters

Man Utd captain Fernandes
crowned Premier League's
player of the season

AIFF General Body approves adoption
of National Sports Governance Act

Hesson begins Pakistan's World Cup rebuild,
backs youth ahead of Australia ODI series

Kabuni Welcomes AB de Villiers as a
Super Coach, Reinforcing its Ambition
to Transform Global Cricket Training
Kabuni, the AI-powered sports technolo-
gy platform redefining cricket training,
is today announcing the appointment of
former South Africa captain and global
star AB de Villiers as a Super Coach. 

The addition of AB de Villiers marks
a further significant step forward in
Kabuni's mission to make world-class
cricket coaching accessible to players at
every level. He joins previously-revealed
Kabuni Super Coaches SouravGanguly
and Shane Watson.

This collaboration brings together Kabuni's cutting-edge
technology with AB de Villier's deep cricketing expertise,
creating a powerful blend of data-driven insights and real-
world experience for aspiring cricketers. Fans aged 12-16 in
India will be able to compete for a chance to play for de
Villiers' team though a new nationwide tournament launch-
ing in June, utilisingKabuni's technology. 

Kabuni's platform is designed to transform traditional net
practice by capturing player movement and ball tracking in
real time, translating it into simple, actionable feedback. 

Lucknow Super Giants' Josh Inglis and captain Rishabh Pant run between the
wickets during the Indian Premier League (IPL) 2026 match between Lucknow
Super Giants and Punjab Kings at Ekana Cricket Stadium in Lucknow on Saturday.


