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Former Bengal 
minister Sujit 
Bose arrested

SC asks NIA to 
complete probe 

of 'Gherao' of 
judicial officers, 

within two months

Two Indians in cruise 
ship with hantavirus 

cases, evacuated

Pakistan sends Iran's 
response to the US 
for peace proposal

New BJP govt okays land transfer to BSF for 
B’desh border fencing, along with five other steps

PM Modi urges people to save  fuel, forex for West Asia  crisis

UPI payment leads to arrest of 
Suvendu Adhikari's aide's murder

Suvendu Adhikari was given 
Guard of Honour at Nabanna

MI News Service, Kolkata:   In a 
historic decision at the first cabinet 
meeting of the new BJP government 
in West Bengal on Monday, Chief 
Minister Suvendu Adhikari an-
nounced that necessary permission 
has been accorded to start transfer 
of land to the BSF for erecting fences 
along the hundreds of kilometres of 
international borders with  Bangla-
desh.

The process of transferring land 
will start from Monday itself and 
will be completed within the next 45 
days, he said while addressing the 
media at Nabanna.

He also announced the cabinet’s 
decision for implementation of the 
Centre's flagship Ayushman Bharat 
health scheme and several other 
schemes of the Union government in 
the state with immediate effect.

Announcing a total of six key deci-
sions after the first cabinet meeting, 
Suvendu Adhikari, flanked by all five 
other newly inducted ministers on 
his side,  said that Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s vision of “develop-
ment for all” would guide the new 
BJP government in the state.

He also promised to deliver  “Su-
sashan” (good governance) and 
“Suraksha” (security),to the people 
from the day one .

The Chief Minister announced that 
the state government would hand 
over land to the BSF within 45 days 
for fencing the India-Bangladesh 
border, calling the move crucial for 
national security. He alleged that the 
previous (TMC) government had de-
liberately kept the process in abey-

ance to protect illegal infiltrators.
Suvendu Adhikari also an-

nounced implementation of all cen-
tral schemes in the state, including 
Ayushman Bharat, Pradhan Mantri 
Vishwakarma and Beti Bachao Beti 
Padhao.

He further declared a five-year 
relaxation in the age limit for gov-
ernment job applicants, fulfilling a 
promise made by Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah during electioneering .

He said the new government has 
also decided to immediately  imple-
ment the new criminal laws, includ-
ing the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, al-
leging that the previous regime had 
failed to do so because of ulterior 
motif.

The cabinet also approved imme-
diate implementation of the June 
2025 Census circular issued by the 
Ministry of Home Affairs, which was 
shelved by the TMC government to 

stop the benefits  reach the women 
and certain section of the population. 
he said..

He added that the next cabinet 
meeting would be held on Monday 
next week. Two senior ministers – 
Dilip Ghosh and Agnimitra Paul - will 
usually brief the media after every 
such meeting, the new Chief minister 
said .

Since taking the oath as the 
Chief Minister on Saturday, Suven-

du Adhikari has been in full action 
mode. The first Cabinet meeting, 
chaired by Adhikari, was held at 
Nabanna. The Chief Minister said his 
government would function on the 
model of a "double-engine" admin-
istration, similar to the governance 
framework currently operational in 
several National Democratic Alli-
ance-ruled states across the country.

Agnimitra Paul, Khudiram Tudu, 
Ashok Kirtania, and Nisith Praman-

ik were present at the first cabinet 
meeting of West Bengal's new gov-
ernment held on Monday. 

Following the meeting this af-
ternoon, CM Suvendu Adhikari ad-
dressed the public with a message: 
"Place your trust in us, we will walk 
the righteous path." He paid hom-
age to the voters of Bengal and ex-
pressed his gratitude to the election 
officials, the State Police, the Kolkata 
Police, and all political parties before 
announcing a series of key decisions 
taken during the first Cabinet meet-
ing of the new government at Naban-
na. 

Suvendu Adhikari said the Cabinet 
had empowered the Chief Secretary 
to also initiate the process of send-
ing officers belonging to national 
and state cadres for training pro-
grammes conducted by the Central 
government.

The Chief Minister said that under 
the previous regime, IAS, IPS, and 
WBPS officers in West Bengal were 
allegedly not sent to other states for 
training due to directives issued by 
the former Chief Minister. "From 
now on, all officers will be sent to 
other states for training," he said.

"The BNS was not previously in 
force in Bengal. Effective immediate-
ly, it will now be implemented," the 
Chief Minister said.

In another major decision, the 
Cabinet approved a five-year exten-
sion in the upper age limit for school 
job applicants, fulfilling a promise 
earlier made by Amit Shah during 
the Assembly election campaign.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  In a major breakthrough after nearly a week-long 
intensive investigation into the brutal murder of Chandranath Rath, the personal 
assistant of West Bengal's new Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari, three people 
have been arrested.

The success came after a joint operation conducted by the West Bengal, Ut-
tar Pradesh and Bihar police, the three men identified as Vishal Srivastava, Raj 
Singh and Mayank Mishra were arrested from Bihar and Uttar Pradesh on Sunday  
night.

The arrests were made after the police tracked a UPI payment made by the 
assailants at a toll booth in Bally near Kolkata.

Chandranath Rath was on his way home when he was shot dead at point-blank 
range on Wednesday night, at around  10:10 pm. Rath was seated in the front 
passenger seat of his SUV, a Mahindra Scorpio, and was less than 200 metres 
away from his home in Madhyamgram, North 24 Parganas.

The initial investigation has revealed that Rath's SUV was blocked by a sil-
ver-coloured Nissan Micra following which bike-borne assailants shot him. The 
killers then abandoned the Micra car and used another red car and a bike to flee.

The police scanned CCTV footage and tracked the car, which was seen making 
a payment at the toll plaza. All three arrested men were seated in the same car 
and had paid at a toll booth using UPI. This served as the crucial link that led 
cops to Rath's killers.

According to the police, the three arrested men are professional killers. While 
Vishal has roots in Buxar, Bihar, the other two are from Uttar Pradesh. Vishal is 
said to have over 15 criminal cases against him, including murder and robbery. 
The three men were produced in the Barasat court in Bengal on Monday and 
remanded to police custody for further investigation. Police have  also recovered 
two bikes and seized Micra car so far. The investigation suggests that all three 
were stolen and the car even carried a fake number plate. "The four-wheeler used 
in the crime has been seized, but it is being reported that the number plate is fake 
and has been tampered with," Bengal's DGP Siddh Nath Gupta had said after the 
shooting.The car, a Nissan Micra, was registered as WB74AK2270.

Last week, on Friday, police traced the owner of one of the two bikes, and 
learned the bike was stolen. The bike was registered in the name of one Vibhash 
Kumar Bhattacharya on May 4, 2012.

Suvendu Adhikari has called the killing of Rath a "pre-planned" and 
"cold-blooded murder" which showcases the "15 years of Maha-Jungle Raj." He 
believes that the gunmen carried out a "recce for two to three days."

Adhikari, who defeated Trinamool Congress chief Mamata Banerjee in her 
stronghold Bhabanipur, also alleged that the 2026 West Bengal Assembly elec-
tion results triggered the murder. ."He was killed because he was my aide and I 
defeated Mamata Banerjee in Bhabanipur. This could be the reason for his mur-
der..." Adhikari told reporters after meeting Rath's family. "No matter how much 
we condemn how this murder was carried out, it is not enough. I stand with his 
family's demand... to apprehend those who committed this murder and ensure 
that they are punished. The post-mortem revealed four bullets were fired... this 
was premeditated." Rath's mother, Hasirani Rath claims the Trinamool Congress' 
"gundagardi" (hooliganism) killed her son. "I hold the TMC responsible, it's their 
gundagardi, they are behind this," Chandranath Rath's mother said.

MI News Service, Kolkata:   
New Chief minister of West 
Bengal Suvendu Adhikari was 
given a Guard of Honour by the 
state police at the state Secre-
tariat ‘Nabanna’ when he en-
ters there for the first time as 
the CM on Monday .

The event drew attention 
from political circles as scores 
of BJP supporters also stood 
nearby to welcome Suven-
du Adhikari at Nabanna with 
spontaneous clapping and 
shouting Jai Sriram slogans. 
The new Chief minister also 
accepted the gesture with fold-

ed hands.
Earlier, after leaving his ChI-

nar Park house in the morning, 
Suvendu Adhikari went to the 
resident of state BJP President 
Samik Bhattacharya in the Salt 
Lake area, and after  spending 
some time there, both of them 
left for Bengal BJP headquar-
ters neaby.

Finding the Chief minister 
among them the state party 
workers, present at the head-
quarters  greeted him with 
folded hands and with loud 
cheers They also offered him 
sweets.

After about ten minutes 
Suvendu Adhikari left for 
Nabanna to chair the first Cab-
inet meeting in presence of all 
five newly inducted ministers 
namely - Dilip Ghosh, Agnim-
itra Paul, Ashok Kirtaniya, 
Khudiran Tudu and Nisith Pra-
manik .  

At around 12-30 .pm. Chief 
minister Suvendu Adhikati 
held his first press conference 
at Nabanna to announce six 
major decisions taken at the 
cabinet meeting .

Among the decisions an-
nounced on Monday are the 

start of the process to hand 
over of land to the BSF for 
erecting fencing on the borders 
with Bangladesh, launching of 
all central schemes including 
Ayusman Bharat for the people 
of Bengal, increasing the age 
limit of government job aspi-
rants, launching of the central 
training programmes for IAS 
and IPS officers and  start-
ing the already delayed Cen-
sus programmes  in the state 
which was deliberately kept 
in abeyance by the previous 
(TMC) government for nearly 
a year .        

MI News Service, Hyderabad:    
Prime minister  Narendra Modi has 
called for judicious use of fuel, post-
ponement of gold purchases and foreign 
travel for a year among other measures, 
to strengthen the national economy in a 
bid to protect people from the adverse 
impact of the ongoing West Asia conflict.

Addressing a rally organised by 
the Telangana BJP here, he suggested 
reducing petrol and diesel consump-
tion, using Metro rail services in cities 
more intensively, further popularising 
carpooling methods, increased use of 
electric vehicles (EVs), utilising rail-
way services for parcel movement, and 
working from home to conserve foreign 
exchange amid the crisis in West Asia.

Stressing the need to save valuable 
foreign exchange due to the crisis, PM  
Modi also called for postponing the pur-
chase of gold and  unnecessary foreign 
travel during holidays for one year.

"We have to save foreign exchange 
by any means," he said, adding that 

due to the West Asia conflict, prices of 
petrol and fertilisers had increased sig-
nificantly.

“When there is pressure on the sup-
ply chain, difficulties increase despite 
various government measures to ad-
dress the situation”,  the Prime minister 
said "That's why, during a global crisis, 
keeping the country above all else, we 
have to take resolutions," he added.

"We got into work-from-home, vir-
tual meetings, video conferencing, and 
many other methods during Covid-19. 
We got habituated to them. The need of 
the hour is to resume those methods," 
PM Modi said.

He called for reducing the consump-
tion of edible oil, lowering the use of 
chemical fertilisers, promoting natural 
farming and Swadeshi products to save 
foreign exchange and make the country 
self-reliant.

Stating that the BJP had secured a 
massive people’s mandate and a huge  
majority in the recently held Assembly 

polls in West Bengal, PM Modi said he 
saw similar enthusiasm in Telangana. 
”The people of Telangana also want 
change”,he said .

"People of West Bengal defeated the 
dictatorial model, and that is why cele-
brations are going on across the coun-
try," the Prime minister said.

When he raised the slogan 'Agli baar' 
(next time), the crowd responded with 
"BJP sarkar" (government).

Recalling Telangana’s early contribu-
tion to his party,  PM Modi said the state 
gave one MP when the BJP had only two 
MPs.

In a sharp attack on the Congress, PM 

Modi said its priority is not serving the 
people but promoting divisive and hate-
ful politics.

"Congress has become more Left 
than the Left, meaning it has become 
strongly Maoist. It is more 'Muslim 
League-like' than the Muslim League," 
he said.

People now refer to the Congress as 
“MMC—Muslim League, Maoist, Con-
gress,” PM Modi claimed.

He said when Maoism is on its last 
breath in the country,the Congress and 
the Left parties are trying to protect it.

"During the last 11-12 years, the roy-
al family of Congress has continuously 
tried to ensure that action is not taken 
against Maoist terror," he said.

 PM Modi added that had the Tel-
angana police been given a free hand, 
Maoist violence would have been elimi-
nated much earlier in coordination with 
the Centre’s policies.

He alleged that Congress makes lofty 

MI News Service, New Delhi:   The 
Supreme Court on Monday asked 
the National Investigation Agen-
cy (NIA) to complete within two 
months its probe into the April 1 
violence at Mothabari  in Malda 
district of West Bengal, in which 
a mob confined seven judicial offi-
cers for over nine hours.

A bench of Chief Justice Surya 
Kant and Justice Joymalya Bagchi 
said the NIA should file its report 
before the court of competent juris-
diction after completing the inves-
tigation.

"What is the position of investi-
gation? Is it complete?" the bench 
asked.

Earlier on Friday the Supreme 
Court had allowed the NIA to file 
its charge sheet on completion of 
investigation in the sensational in-
cident, when seven judicial officers, 
engaged in Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls were il-
legally confined by a mob for about 
10 hours .

The SC bench was told by Addi-
tional Solicitor General S V Raju, 
appearing for the NIA, that a fresh 
status report was filed by the probe 
agency giving details of the inves-
tigation carried so far. Taking note 
of the submission, the bench said, 
“The NIA will be at liberty to file 
chargesheet in a court of compe-
tent jurisdiction.”

The court also permitted the NIA 
not to file any further status report 
in the case for the time being after 
Raju said that the investigators will 
be “neck deep into the investiga-
tion”.

As many as 700 judicial officers 
from West Bengal, Odisha and 
Jharkhand were deployed in the 
SIR process to deal with over 60 
lakh objections of those excluded 
from the voter list.

The top court had taken suo 
motu cognisance of a letter from 
the Chief Justice of Calcutta High 
Court Justice Sujoy Pal, detailing 
a harrowing incident of April 1 
night, where seven judicial officers, 
including three women, and a five-
year-old child were held captive 
by a mob for over 9 hours without 
food or water. Subsequently, the 
NIA took over the probe into the 
case on a complaint of the Election 
Commission at the instruction of 
the top court.

On April 13, the bench made it 
clear that the security cover pro-
vided to judicial officers engaged in 
the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) 
of electoral rolls in West Bengal will 
remain in place until the conclusion 
of the then  upcoming assembly 
election  and cannot be withdrawn 
without its prior permission. It also 
wanted to know if those arrested 
by the NIA for the April 1 gherao 
of seven judicial officers “had any 
political background”, with the CJI 
saying “this has to be taken to a 
logical conclusion.

MI News Service, New Delhi / 
Madrid:   Two Indian nationals 
aboard the Dutch vessel MV Hon-
dius, which reported a ‘Hantavirus’ 
outbreak, were evacuated to the 
Netherlands and are healthy and 
asymptomatic, the Embassy of In-
dia in Spain said on Monday. 

The luxury cruise ship, operated 
by Oceanwide Expeditions, began 
its journey on April 1 from Argenti-
na’s Ushuaia and arrived in Spain’s 
Canary Islands on Sunday after the 
virus outbreak was reported.

The ship with around 150 indi-
viduals, including two Indian crew 
members, anchored in the Canary 
Islands, the Indian mission said in 
a statement posted on social media. 

The Embassy of India in Spain 
has said that the two Indians 
abroad the Dutch vessel MV Hondi-
us are healthy and asymptomatic.

Taking to their X account, the 
embassy said, "The two Indian 
nationals are healthy and asymp-
tomatic. As informed by the Span-
ish National Centre or Emergency 
Monitoring and Coordination (CE-
NEM), the 2 Indian nationals who 
were travelling as crew members, 
have been evacuated to the Neth-
erlands where they will be quaran-
tined as per relevant health safety 
protocol."

"The Ambassador is in close 
contact with the Spanish author-
ities and the 2 Indian nationals 
(crew members) and is regularly 
monitoring the situation to assure 
the well being and safety of the 
Indian nationals," the statement 
read.

MI News Service, Kolkata:   In a major 
development, former West Bengal Fire 
Brigade minister and TMC leader Sujit 
Bose was arrested by the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) in Kolkata on Monday 
night after prolonged interrogation of 
over 10 hours in connection with the 
alleged irregularities in municipality 
recruitment,  official sources said.

He has been arrested for “non-co-
operation and discrepancies” found in 
his statement, an ED official said.

The former Fire Services minister, 
Bose, reached the ED office at the CGO 
Complex in Salt Lake around 10.30 
am, accompanied by his son Samudra 
Bose.

The central agency had earlier also 
summoned Bose in connection with 
the probe into alleged recruitment 
irregularities at the South Dum Dum 
municipality.

According to sources, Bose re-
ceived multiple ED notices during the 
West Bengal Assembly election period, 
including one on April 6, the day nom-
ination papers were filed.

He had then moved the Calcutta 
High Court seeking exemption from 
appearance, citing election campaign 
commitments.

After the polls, Bose appeared be-
fore ED investigators at the CGO Com-
plex on May 1.

The agency has twice searched 
establishments owned by Bose and 
his son in connection with the al-
leged scam.

Investigators have claimed that 
they recovered incriminating docu-
ments during the search operations. 

Meanwhile, Rathin Ghosh, a 
former minister who lost from 
Madhyamgram, skipped his ap-
pearance before the ED once 
again in connection with the same 
investigation, the sources said.

MI News Service, New Delhi /   
Islamabad:   Pakistan Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif has stated that 
Iran has conveyed its response to 
a US proposal aimed at ending the 
conflict in West Asia, as efforts con-
tinued to sustain a fragile regional 
ceasefire.

Pakistan has been mediating 
talks between Washington and 
Tehran amid tensions that have 
disrupted shipping through the 
Strait of Hormuz and rattled global 
energy markets.

Addressing an event marking 
the first anniversary of Pakistan’s 
last conflict with India, Sharif said: 
"Right now, the Field Marshal 
[Asim Munir] informed me that [we 
have] received Iran's response. I 
cannot go further into details."

Earlier, Iranian media reported 
that Tehran had handed over its 

Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari addressing the Media alongwith other Ministers after the first cabinet meeting at Nabanna on Monday.

Newly elected Chief Minister of West Bengal Suvendu Adhikari inspects Guard of Honour at Nabanna on Monday 
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Suvendu Adhikari visited the BJP party office for the first time since becoming the Chief Min-
ister of West Bengal, accompanied by state BJP president Shamik Bhattacharya, at Salt Lake
in Kolkata on Monday.

MI News Service, Kharag-
pur : In the Sabang area of
Paschim Medinipur dis-
trict, state police and cen-
tral security forces jointly
carried out a large-scale
route march in sensitive
areas to ensure peace and
maintain law and order
following the voting
process. The strong pres-
ence of police and central
forces across different
parts of Sabang reflected
the administration’s strict
security arrangements.
Through the flag march,
the administration at-
tempted to send a message
of security, confidence, and
peace among the
public.According to re-
ports, the administration
has remained on high alert
after the completion of the
election process. Since in-
cidents of tension and vio-
lence are often reported in
some areas after elections,
the district administration
and police have already
taken precautionary meas-
ures. As part of these ef-
forts, central security

personnel, under the lead-
ership of senior state police
officers, conducted foot pa-
trols in several sensitive
and highly sensitive areas
of Sabang.During the route
march, security personnel
inspected major markets,
crowded areas, intersec-
tions, and important roads.
Continuous patrolling was
carried out to build confi-
dence among local resi-
dents. At several places,
police officers interacted
with people and appealed
to them to maintain peace

and harmony.The adminis-
tration clearly stated that
strict legal action would be
taken against anyone at-
tempting to spread ru-
mors, disturb the
atmosphere, or incite vio-
lence. Police officials said
the post-election situation
is being closely monitored
and every activity, big or
small, is under surveil-
lance.Officials further
stated that additional po-
lice forces would remain
deployed in the area, and
joint patrolling would con-

tinue to ensure that any
untoward incident is pre-
vented immediately. The
administration also ap-
pealed to people not to pay
attention to rumors and to
inform the police immedi-
ately about any suspicious
activity.The disciplined
presence of security forces
and continuous monitoring
during the route march
created a sense of relief
among residents. A large
section of local people wel-
comed the administration’s
initiative, saying that the
joint action of the central
forces and state police had
strengthened the feeling of
security among the pub-
lic.Residents believe that
the administration’s vigi-
lance will help maintain
peace and normalcy in the
area, allowing people to
continue their daily lives
without fear. At present,
joint surveillance by police
and central forces is con-
tinuing across the region,
while the administration is
keeping round-the-clock
watch on the situation.

State Police and Central Security Forces jointly conducted an extensive route march in
sensitive areas to prevent any violence, unrest, or political tension after the elections

MI News Service, Kharag-
pur : A major protest
erupted at the Medinipur
Municipality office in Me-
dinipur town of Paschim
Medinipur district over the
demand for pending pen-
sions. Retired municipal
employees staged a sit-in
demonstration and gherao
outside the main gate of
the municipality, strongly
protesting against the ad-
ministration. A large num-
ber of retired employees
and their family members
participated in the
protest.The protesters al-
leged that they have not
been receiving their pen-
sions regularly for a long
time, due to which nearly
500 families are facing se-
vere financial hardship.
Several retired employees
are reportedly unable to
bear expenses related to
medical treatment, medi-
cines, and daily necessities.
The demonstrators
claimed that despite re-
peatedly approaching the
municipal administration,
no permanent solution has
been provided.President of
the retired employees’ or-
ganization, Shibu Pani-
grahi, strongly criticized
the municipal administra-

tion and stated that for the
first time in the history of
the municipality, estab-
lished in 1865, retired em-
ployees have been forced
to take to the streets de-
manding their own pen-
sions.He further alleged
that the current Trinamool
Congress-run municipality
is focused only on corrup-
tion and “cut money” prac-
tices, while the rights of
employees are being con-
tinuously ignored. He also
claimed that due to mental
stress and financial hard-
ship caused by delayed
pensions, five retired em-
ployees have died so
far.Following these allega-
tions, resentment among
the protesters against the
administration intensified
further.During the demon-

stration, the retired em-
ployees warned that if all
pending pension dues are
not cleared by May 14,
they will launch a large-
scale movement from May
15 onward. The organiza-
tion also threatened con-
tinuous protests, indefinite
demonstrations in front of
the municipality office, and
other intensified agitation
programmes.The protest
created a tense atmos-
phere in and around the
municipal premises for
several hours. However, no
official response from the
administration has yet
been issued regarding the
matter.Meanwhile, the pro-
testers asserted that their
agitation would continue
until their demands are
fulfilled.

Retired Employees Protest at Medinipur Munici-
pality Office Over Pending Pension Payments

MI News Service, Kharag-
pur : The traditional Gajan
festival was organized with
immense faith, devotion,
and enthusiasm in Gaon
Belda village under
Narayangarh block of
Paschim Medinipur dis-
trict. The festival, cele-
brated by following age-old
traditions and mythological
rituals, created a deeply
spiritual and festive atmos-
phere throughout the
area.From early morning,
excitement surrounding
the Gajan festival was visi-
ble among people from the
village and nearby regions.
A large number of devotees
gathered at the temple
premises and festival
grounds to take part in the
celebrations.The festival
began with the worship of
Lord Shiva and various tra-
ditional religious rituals.
Devotees actively partici-
pated in prayers, rituals,

and ceremonial activities
associated with the occa-
sion.The sound of tradi-
tional dhak drums, colorful
processions, and folk cul-
tural performances filled
the entire atmosphere with
energy and devotion.
Devotees were seen danc-
ing to the rhythm of the
dhak, while village lanes
echoed with religious

chants and devotional
songs.Local artists also
presented cultural per-
formances during the fes-
tival, which captivated the
audience. Village elders
said that the Gajan festival
of Gaon Belda is a tradition
that has continued for
many years and is still cel-
ebrated today with the
same devotion and joy. Ac-

cording to them, the festi-
val is not only a religious
event but also a symbol of
the village’s culture, tradi-
tion, and social unity.Hun-
dreds of people from Gaon
Belda and surrounding
areas arrived to witness
the celebrations. The pres-
ence of children, youths,
and elderly residents
turned the entire festival
ground into a sea of peo-
ple.Special arrangements
were also made locally to
maintain security and
proper management dur-
ing the event.After the suc-
cessful conclusion of the
Gajan festival, an atmos-
phere of happiness and ex-
citement was seen among
the villagers. Residents ex-
pressed hope that this his-
toric festival would
continue to be celebrated
in the coming years with
the same spirit of tradition
and devotion.

MI News Service, Kolkata :
Rabindra Jayanti was cele-
brated under the joint aus-
pices of Kasba Arghya and
Little Thespian. It cele-
brated its 41st Rang Adda
in Saturday Plays Series
organized by Kasba
Arghya, wherein
Shibaprasad Bhowmik
rendered Rabindra
Sangeet. His melodious
performance set the per-
fect tone for an evening of
theatre, music, and artistic
expression. Following this,
Prof. Mahua Mukhopad-
hyay presented a lecture-

demonstration on the topic
'Dance Elements in
Tagore’s Songs'. She ex-
plained in detail how Gu-
rudev incorporated various
Indian dance styles into his

compositions. In the next
segment of the evening,
theatre veterans of Kasba
Arghya Manish Mitra and
Seema Ghosh performed a
dramatic reading of ex-
cerpts from Rabindranath
Tagore’s play Raktakarabi.
The program concluded
with dramatic reading of
Karna-Kunti Samvad pre-
sented by Uma Jhunjhun-
wala, president/director of
Little Thespian and Md.
Asif Ansari. The evening’s
powerful presentations
was appreciated by the au-
dience present.

Tagore’s Melodies Echo at Little Thespian’s 41st
Edition of Rang Adda Saturday Play Series

MI News Service, Nadia : In a striking po-
litical moment emerging from the chang-
ing political landscape of West Bengal, a
BJP supporter from Ranaghat finally
ended his unusual vow after the BJP
formed the new government in the state.
The symbolic moment was marked by
Ranaghat Uttar Paschim BJP MLA
Parthasarathi Chatterjee, who personally
made the supporter wear a kurta during
a public programme.The incident took
place at Ramnagar 23 Bigha area in
Nadia district. According to local sources,
the supporter, identified as Makhan Deb-
nath, had allegedly taken a public pledge
years ago that he would not wear a shirt
until the Trinamool Congress government
was removed from power. Residents
claimed that he continued to move around
bare-bodied as a mark of protest against
what he described as the “extortion-dri-
ven rule” of the previous government.Fol-
lowing the BJP’s electoral victory and
formation of the new state government, a
special event was organised at the ground
of Ramnagar 23 Bigha Nabajagaran
Sangha and Library. During the pro-
gramme, MLA Parthasarathi Chatterjee
presented Makhan Debnath with a tradi-
tional Punjabi kurta and garlanded him,
symbolically ending his long-standing
vow.The event drew large participation

from local BJP leaders and supporters.
Ramnagar deputy chief Shibu Mondal,
panchayat member Rajib Ghosh, along
with Alok Debnath, Shubhankar Das,
Pankaj Debnath and Kiran Sutradhar
were present at the gathering.Celebratory
scenes unfolded across the area with
drumbeats, slogans and flower garlands
marking the occasion. Local BJP leaders
described the incident as a reflection of
public resentment and the desire for po-
litical change in the state. They alleged
that corruption, extortion and political vi-
olence under the previous regime had
triggered widespread anger among com-
mon people, with Makhan Debnath’s vow
becoming a symbolic expression of that
sentiment.

BJP Supporter Ends Years-Long Vow
After Change of Power in Bengal

MI News Service, Kolkata :
The 5th Samarth Bharat
Conclave 2026, organized
by AISECT Group �, was suc-
cessfully held today at
Senses Hotel. The conclave
was organized under the
theme “Reimagining Im-
pact: AI-Driven Skilling, Fi-
nancial Inclusion & Social
Enterprise for Viksit
Bharat.”The prestigious
event was graced by De-
bashis Sen as the Chief
Guest. Distinguished digni-
taries including Dr.
Sangeeta Jauhari, Abhishek
Gupta, and Ambrish Jha
were present on the
dais.Representatives from
State Bank of India � also at-
tended the conclave, includ-
ing Subho Bhattacharya,
Rahul Naskar, and Gadad-
har Roy.The conclave com-
menced with traditional
lamp lighting and Saraswati
Vandana, followed by the
welcome address delivered
by Pranab Nayak. The ses-
sions highlighted the impor-
tance of skill development,
AI-enabled learning, entre-
preneurship, and financial
inclusion in achieving the
vision of Viksit Bharat.Dur-
ing the event, the FI

Brochure, Safalta Ki Ka-
haniyan, Kaushal Vikas
Booklet, and NSQF Annual
Report were officially
launched. Awards and
recognitions were pre-
sented to outstanding Vo-
cational Trainers and
Financial Inclusion part-
ners, while certificates and
offer letters were distrib-
uted to successfully placed
candidates.The knowledge
sessions focused on gov-
ernment and CSR-funded
skill development opportu-
nities, placement and ap-
prenticeship initiatives,
digital services, AISECT
Seva Kendra opportunities,
insurance services, FASTag
projects, and entrepre-
neurship development
across the region.Address-
ing the gathering, Debashis

Sen emphasized that AI-
driven skilling and finan-
cial inclusion would play a
crucial role in building a
developed India and em-
powering youth through
technology, innovation, and
entrepreneurship.The con-
clave concluded with a
valedictory session and
vote of thanks. Entrepre-
neurs, training partners,
educators, Centre Man-
agers, SKPs, and stake-
holders from across West
Bengal and Eastern India
actively participated in the
event.The State Conference
was successfully organized
under the leadership and
contribution of Pranab
Nayak along with the dedi-
cated efforts of the entire
West Bengal team, making
the event a grand success.

5th Samarth Bharat Conclave 2026 Held Suc-
cessfully in Kolkata for Viksit Bharat

MI News Service, Kolkata :
India’s most thoughtfully
crafted space, Windmills
Craftworks, is known for
curating memorable expe-
riences by converging
music, global cuisine, craft
beer, and architecture. This
May, the Total Environment
Music Foundation will ex-
clusively present Stanley
Jordan, the four-time
Grammy-nominated jazz
virtuoso, alongside the dy-
namic and versatile drum-
mer Kenwood Dennard,
live at Windmills Craft-
works, Hyderabad on May
15th, 2026, followed by
Windmills Craftworks, Ban-
galore on May 16th and
17th, 2026.Music lovers can
expect evenings shaped by
deep groove, fluid improvi-
sation, and a compelling di-
alogue between two master
musicians, bringing con-
temporary jazz to life in a
setting designed for immer-
sive listening.

Windmills
Craftworks wel-
comes Stanley

Jordan 

MI News Service, Kolkata : Marking Inter-
national Nurses Day, healthcare institu-
tions across the country paid tribute to the
unwavering dedication and sacrifice of
nurses, widely regarded as the backbone
of the medical system. Joining the obser-
vance, Dr. Rupali Basu, Regional Business
Head, East & Andhra Pradesh, HCG Can-
cer Hospitals, New Town, highlighted the
indispensable role nurses play in saving
lives and supporting patients through the
most critical stages of treatment. This
year’s International Nurses Day theme —
“Our Nurses. Our Future. Empowered
Nurses Save Lives” — focuses on strength-
ening and empowering the nursing work-
force at a time when healthcare systems
worldwide continue to face growing pres-
sure and demand. In a statement issued on
the occasion, Dr. Basu described nurses as
the “strength behind every healing story,”
emphasizing that their contribution ex-
tends far beyond clinical responsibilities.
“On the occasion of International Nurses
Day, we celebrate the dedication, compas-
sion and resilience of nurses who stand at
the very heart of healthcare. In cancer
care especially, nurses are not merely
caregivers — they become a constant
source of strength, reassurance and emo-
tional support for both patients and their
families,” she said. Highlighting the role of

oncology nurses in handling emotionally
and physically demanding treatment envi-
ronments, Dr. Basu noted that the commit-
ment and empathy demonstrated by
nursing professionals remain central to pa-
tient recovery and quality care.  “At HCG
Cancer Hospital, we deeply value our nurs-
ing teams for their clinical excellence, tire-
less service and human touch. Their silent
yet extraordinary contribution makes a
meaningful difference in countless lives
every single day,” she added. Healthcare
experts have repeatedly stressed that
nurses form the first line of patient care,
often working extended hours under im-
mense emotional and physical pressure. In
specialized fields such as cancer treat-
ment, their role becomes even more criti-
cal as they guide patients through
prolonged and complex medical journeys. 

HCG Cancer Hospital Pays Tribute to Nurses for Lifesaving Service 

MI News Service, Kolkata :
A fresh controversy has
surfaced ahead of the
oath-taking ceremony of
newly elected MLAs in the
West Bengal Assembly,
with five legislators from
the Jangalmahal region
facing uncertainty over
taking oath in the Kurmali
language due to the ab-
sence of an official transla-
tor in the Assembly
Secretariat.

The issue has sparked
sharp reactions among
sections of the Kurmi com-
munity, especially after it
emerged that despite offi-
cial recognition of Kurmali
by the state government in
2018, no translation
arrangement exists within
the Assembly for the lan-
guage. According to As-
sembly sources, the
concerned MLAs had ap-
proached the Secretariat
expressing their desire to
take oath in Kurmali. How-
ever, they were informed
that the oath could only be
administered in Bengali,
Hindi, English, Urdu or
Santali, as translators are
currently available only for
those languages. The de-
velopment has triggered
resentment among the five
newly elected MLAs from
Jangalmahal — Biswajit
Mahato (Jaipur), Jaldhar
Mahato (Balrampur),
Rahidas Mahato (Bagh-
mundi), Rajesh Mahato
(Gopiballabhpur) and
Biman Mahato (Shalbani)
— all of whom belong to
the Kurmi community.
Several leaders and com-
munity representatives
have termed the matter a
question of linguistic dig-
nity and constitutional
recognition. Ajit Prasad
Mahato, a prominent ad-
vocate of the tribal Kurmi
community, questioned the
gap between official recog-
nition and administrative
implementation. 

No translator,
No oath? Kur-

mali MLAs face
Assembly hurdle

MI News Service, Kalna : A
pall of grief descended
over Kalna after the body
of a Bengali businessman,
allegedly murdered while
working outside the state,
returned home on Sunday.
The deceased, identified as
Abhjit Kar (54), a well –
known Nagardola operator
from Shyamsunderpara in
Ward No. 16 of  Kalna
town, was reportedly at-
tacked withy a sharp
weapon in Maharastra’s
Amravati district during
preparations for a fair.

The incident has trig-
gered outrage among fam-
ily members, who have
alleged that the killing may
have stemmed from a fi-
nancial dispute involving
business partners. A writ-
ten complaint has already
been lodged with the Kot-
wali police station, while
police have initiated an in-
vestigation into the mur-
der. According the family
sources, Abhijit Kar have
travelled to Maharastra for
the operation and manage-
ment of amusement for
nearby four decades and
reportedly owned multiple
rides operating across dif-
ferent states. The attack
took place on Thursday af-
ternoon during prepara-
tions for the Amaravati
fair. Family members al-
leged that Kar was sud-
denly stabbed in the
abdomen with a sharp
weapon. He was rushes to
a nearby hospital in criti-
cal condition, where he
succumbed to his injuries
on Friday. The victim’s
son, Shravan Kar, raised
serious allegation over the
circumstances surround-
ing the murder. 

"My father had been
involved in the Nagardola
business for nearly forty
years. We operate around
16 Nagardolas and also
lease fairgrounds in dif-
ferent states. There were
several business partners
associated with the work.
We strongly suspect that
disputes over financial
settlements led to this
brutal murder,” he said.
The return of the busi-
nessman’s body to Kalna
on Sunday left the locality
in mourning. Relatives
and neighbours gathered
outside the family resi-
dence as scenes of grief
unfolded. 

Bengali business-
man hacked to

death in Maharas-
tra, family cries

murder conspiracy

Traditional Gajan Festival Celebrated with Devotion and Fervour in 
Belda Village, Draws Huge Crowds of Devotees and Visitors
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Continued from Pg 1:    promises 
to come to power only to forget 
them later.

During his visit to Hyderabad, 
the PM inaugurated Sindhu Hos-
pital.

He said the hospital is a laud-
able effort to improve health-
care infrastructure in the city 
and surrounding areas. In a post 
on X, PM Modi also appreciated 
the hospital team’s emphasis on 
integrating the latest technology 
and innovation.

Continued from Pg 1:    Adhikari 
said the relaxation was aimed 
at helping candidates who had 
crossed the age limit due to the 
lack of recruitment opportunities 
in recent years.

He also said that the Bengal 
Cabinet has granted imme-
diate implementation of the 
June 2025 Census circular . 
"The previous government ig-
nored the June 2025 Census 
circular from the Ministry of 
Home Affairs. The Bengal cab-
inet granted immediate imple-
mentation of it," he added.

Continued from Pg 1:    response 
to the US proposal to Pakistan, 
which was subsequently con-
veyed to Washington.

The ongoing conflict, trig-
gered by the US and Israel’s 
joint strikes on Iran on Febru-
ary 28 and Tehran’s subsequent 
retaliation, has remained under 
a ceasefire since April 8.  Islam-
abad hosted one round of direct 
talks between Iran and the US 
on April 11, but the two sides 
failed to reach an agreement.

The Strait of Hormuz and 
Iran’s nuclear enrichment pro-
gramme remain key sticking 
points in the negotiations.

On April 21, US President 
Donald Trump indefinitely ex-
tended the ceasefire beyond 
its two-week deadline to allow 
more time for negotiations with 
Tehran.

The latest developments 
come at a time when the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates and Kuwait 
have reported drone incur-
sions into their airspace, while 
a drone strike caused a minor 
fire aboard a commercial vessel 
near Qatar’s coast.

Meanwhile, according to a 
media  report, the latest US 
proposal focuses on ending the 
conflict, reopening the Strait of 
Hormuz and scaling back Iran’s 
nuclear activities.

Continued from Pg 1:    “WHO 
experts on the ground are work-
ing with the Spanish Health 
Ministry on the epidemiological 
assessment of the passengers 
and coordinating charter flights 
with the Interior Ministry,” Di-
rector-General of the World 
Health Organization, Tedros Ad-
hanom Ghebreyesus posted on 
social media after the disembar-
kation operation started. The 
operation included disinfection 
processes and personal protec-
tive equipment in each phase of 
the transfer.

“Exterior Health confirms 
that all are asymptomatic,” he 
added.

Hantaviruses are mainly 
transmitted to humans through 
contact with infected rodents 
or their excreta, such as saliva, 
urine and faeces.

People usually get infected 
by inhaling aerosolised virus 
particles from rodent urine, 
droppings, or saliva in closed or 
poorly ventilated spaces such as 
warehouses, ships, barns and 
storage areas.

The reported hantavirus cas-
es appear to be isolated ones 
and its symptoms usually show 
between one and eight weeks 
after exposure.

Three people have died since 
the outbreak was first reported.

C I T Y
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BJP Govt Retains Welfare Schemes 
Promises Transparency and Expanded Benefits

State to Begin Census Process, Alleges 
Previous Regime Delayed Exercise

CM Signals Tough Action Against 
Corruptions During SIR and Pandemic

Suvendu Tells Bureaucrats to Work Fearlessly, 
Promises Transparent Governance

State Announces 
Cabinet Portfolio Allocation

Murshidabad Mango Festival 2026 

BJP Govt Will Function as State 
Govt, Says Shamik Bhattacharya 

Dilip Ghosh Says New Bengal Govt 
Will Fast-Track Central Schemes

Kolkata Man Arrested in Rs 3 Cr Digital Arrest Cyber Fraud Case

MI News Service, Kolkata:  
The newly formed BJP govern-
ment in West Bengal on Satur-
day indicated that social welfare 
schemes introduced by previous 
governments, including those 
launched during the Trinamool 
Congress regime, will continue 
under the new administration. 
Chief Minister SuvenduAdhikari, 
addressing the media after the 
first Cabinet meeting, said the 
government would not discon-
tinue any existing social projects 
but would ensure greater trans-
parency in implementation.

Without naming schemes 
such as LakshmirBhandar, 
Kanyashree, or SaboojSathi di-
rectly, the Chief Minister stated 
that welfare initiatives started 
“10 or even 30 years ago” would 
remain operational. However, he 

stressed that strict verification 
mechanisms would be intro-
duced to prevent “outsiders” or 
ineligible persons from availing 
benefits.

His remarks triggered specu-
lation that the LakshmirBhandar 
scheme, under which women 

currently receive monthly finan-
cial assistance, could be restruc-
tured or renamed under the BJP 
government. Ahead of the elec-
tions, the BJP had promised to 
increase the monthly assistance 
for women to Rs 3,000, double 
the existing amount provided 

under the previous regime.
Adhikari reiterated that the 

BJP government would fulfil 
promises made in its election 
manifesto and maintain continu-
ity in social support programmes 
while ensuring accountability 
through Direct Benefit Trans-

fer (DBT) systems. He also an-
nounced that West Bengal would 
immediately join several Cen-
tral welfare schemes, including 
Ayushman Bharat, Pradhan 
Mantri Jan ArogyaYojana, and 
BetiBachaoBetiPadhao.

The Chief Minister further 
said the government would move 
towards a paperless administra-
tive system and update online 
beneficiary portals. Pending 
works related to welfare projects 
would also be completed.

Apart from women-centric 
schemes, the BJP had prom-
ised a monthly allowance of Rs 
3,000 for unemployed gradu-
ates. Students preparing for 
competitive examinations would 
receive a one-time assistance of 
Rs 15,000. The government also 
plans to add an extra Rs 3,000 
to the Centre’s PM-Kisan assis-
tance, increasing the annual 
support for farmers in the state 
to Rs 9,000.

Adhikari announced that the 
next Cabinet meeting would be 
held on Monday, where issues 
related to RG Kar, crimes against 
women, and pending DA matters 
are expected to be discussed.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  
Suvendu  Adhikari on Mon-
day alleged that the previous 
government led by Mamata 
Banerjee had deliberately de-
layed the census process in 
West Bengal for nearly a year. 
Speaking after the first Cabi-
net meeting at Nabanna, the 
Chief Minister announced that 
administrative instructions had 
now been issued to immedi-
ately begin the census-related 
work in the state.

Addressing reporters after 
the meeting, Adhikari claimed 
that the previous administra-
tion had not only weakened 

governance and administra-
tion but had also challenged 
constitutional processes by 
allegedly stalling the census 
exercise. According to him, the 
Office of the Registrar General 
under the Union Home Minis-
try had issued a notification 
regarding the census process 
on June 16, 2025, but the state 
government failed to act on it 
for several months.

The Chief Minister further 
alleged that official communi-
cations from the Union Home 
Ministry and internal admin-
istrative notes showed that the 
process had been intentionally 

delayed. He claimed that confi-
dential government documents 
related to the matter had come 
into the possession of the new 
administration.

Adhikari alleged that the 
delay was politically motivat-
ed and linked to the proposed 
delimitation and women’s res-
ervation initiatives of the Cen-
tral government led by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. Ac-
cording to him, the census was 
allegedly stalled to obstruct 
future electoral and adminis-
trative reforms connected to 
women’s reservation.

The Chief Minister also 

warned that accountability 
would be fixed for the delay. 
He said the government would 
identify those responsible for 
allegedly holding back the cen-
sus work and indicated that a 
fact-finding committee would 
be constituted to investigate 
the matter.

“Administrative instructions 
have been issued today, and 
the census process will begin 
immediately,” Adhikari said. 
He further remarked that the 
directive was finally being 
implemented after remain-
ing pending for nearly eleven 
months.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  
Suvendu Adhikari on Monday 
issued a strong warning against 
corruption and administrative 
irregularities while chairing a 
high-level meeting with senior 
bureaucrats and departmental 
secretaries at Nabanna. During 
the meeting, the Chief Minister 
stated that alleged misuse of 
power and administrative irreg-
ularities over the past 15 years 
would be thoroughly examined 
and strict action would be taken 
against those found responsible.

One of the major issues dis-
cussed during the meeting was 
the alleged irregularities in the 
issuance of OBC, SC and ST 
caste certificates. Adhikari re-
portedly warned officials that 
those who illegally issued caste 
certificates during the SIR pro-
cess would not be spared. Ac-

cording to him, files and records 
related to allegedly fake caste 
certificates are already under 
review and appropriate punish-
ment would follow after detailed 
scrutiny.

The issue of OBC certificates 
has remained controversial af-
ter the Calcutta High Court can-
celled a large number of OBC 
certificates issued in the state. 
The matter is currently pend-
ing before the Supreme Court. 
The Chief Minister indicated 
that officials allegedly connect-
ed with the process could face 
investigation and disciplinary 
proceedings.

Adhikari also raised concerns 
regarding alleged irregularities 
in the state housing scheme 
known as “Banglar Bari”. He in-
structed the Panchayat Depart-
ment to identify so-called “ghost 

beneficiaries” who allegedly 
received housing benefits de-
spite lacking genuine eligibility. 
According to the Chief Minister, 
several deserving beneficiaries 
were excluded during the SIR 
review process while houses 
were sanctioned in the names of 
non-existent individuals.

He directed officials to con-
duct detailed verification of ben-
eficiary lists and warned that 
misuse of public money would 
not be tolerated under the new 
administration. Officials present 
at the meeting said the Chief 
Minister repeatedly stressed 
the importance of transparency 
and accountability in welfare 
schemes.

Several other sensitive is-
sues also came up during the 
discussions. Adhikari report-
edly said allegations of corrup-

tion linked to procurement and 
medical equipment purchases 
during the Covid-19 pandemic 
would be investigated. He fur-
ther stated that individuals al-
legedly involved in recruitment 
irregularities, including teacher 
recruitment scams and other 
appointment-related controver-
sies, would remain under strict 
scrutiny.

The Chief Minister also di-
rected officials to carefully veri-
fy applications submitted under 
the Citizenship Amendment Act 
process and ensure complete 
transparency in all procedures. 
He urged bureaucrats not to 
suppress facts or engage in sy-
cophancy and assured honest 
officers of full support from the 
government while warning that 
wrongdoing would invite strict 
action.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  Su-
vendu Adhikari on Monday held 
an extensive meeting with senior 
bureaucrats and departmental 
secretaries at Nabanna shortly 
after the first Cabinet meeting of 
the new government. According to 
sources, the meeting lasted near-
ly one-and-a-half hours, during 
which the Chief Minister issued a 
series of important administrative 
directions and stressed the need 
for transparent and law-based 
governance.

During the meeting, Adhikari 
reportedly assured officials that 
they should work without fear 
under the new administration. He 
told the bureaucrats that all deci-
sions and instructions in the gov-
ernment would be issued in writ-
ten form and that no work should 
be carried out based on verbal or-
ders. He also encouraged officers 

to approach him directly whenever 
necessary and assured them that 
they would have access to him in 
urgent situations.

Sources said the Chief Min-
ister informed secretaries that 
administrative reforms would be 
introduced across departments, 
particularly in recruitment proce-
dures where several irregularities 
and legal complications currently 
exist. He stressed that all future 
appointments and government 
functioning would strictly follow 
the law and guidelines laid down 
by the Department of Personnel 
and Training (DoPT) of the Central 
government.

During the interaction, Adhikari 
also sought explanations from cer-
tain departments regarding recent 
administrative lapses. He report-
edly asked the Food Department 
secretary why the department’s 

website had stopped functioning 
the previous day. The Chief Minis-
ter also questioned senior officials 
of the Health Department regard-
ing departmental functioning and 
several ongoing issues.

According to sources, the Chief 
Minister instructed the Education 
Secretary to ensure that recruit-
ment processes are conducted in a 
transparent and rule-based man-
ner. He further warned officials 
against unnecessary expenditure 
and said public money must only 
be spent where genuinely required.

Adhikari also reportedly asked 
bureaucrats to stop using phrases 
such as “inspiration of the Chief 
Minister” in official communica-
tion and publicity material. He 
said government work should fo-
cus on public service rather than 
glorifying political leadership. Re-
ferring to the previous administra-

tion, the Chief Minister allegedly 
remarked that governance had 
become “for the party” instead 
of “for the people”, and urged 
officials not to blindly agree with 
political instructions if they felt 
something was wrong.

He further told officials that 
they should openly express their 
opinions for the benefit of the state 
and not hesitate to raise concerns. 
Sources said he assured bureau-
crats that honest officers would 
receive full support from the gov-
ernment.

The Chief Minister also pro-
posed forming a communication 
group involving all departmental 
secretaries and the Chief Secre-
tary for better coordination. Chief 
Secretary DushyantaNariala and 
Home Secretary Sanghamitra 
Ghosh were among those present 
at the meeting.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  Suvendu Adhikari on 
Monday began allocating portfolios to ministers in 
the newly formed BJP government in West Bengal 
following the first Cabinet meeting at Nabanna. The 
ministers had earlier taken oath at Brigade Parade 
Ground in the presence of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, though portfolios had not been announced at 
that time.

According to government sources, senior BJP 
leader Dilip Ghosh has been assigned the Rural De-
velopment and Animal Resources Development de-
partments. He will also oversee the Panchayat De-
partment.

BJP MLA Agnimitra Paul has been given charge 

of the Women and Child Welfare Department along 
with the Urban Development and Municipal Affairs 
Department.

Senior BJP leader Ashok Kirtaniya, considered an 
important Matua face of the party, has been allotted 
the Food Department, one of the key ministries in the 
state government.

Meanwhile, KhudiramTudu has been given re-
sponsibility for the Backward Classes Welfare De-
partment. As anticipated in political circles, Nisith-
Pramanik has been assigned the North Bengal 
Development Department. In addition, he will also 
handle the Sports and Youth Welfare Department in 
the new government.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  
Murshidabad Heritage De-
velopment Society and House 
of Sheherwali will host the 
month-long Murshidabad 
Mango Festival 2026 from 
June 1 to June 30 at Azimganj 
in West Bengal. The festival 
will showcase Murshidabad’s 
rare Nawabi mango varieties 
and traditional orchard cul-

ture.
Visitors will get an opportu-

nity to explore historic mango 
orchards, hand-pick fruits, 
and taste heritage varieties 
such as Kohitoor, Bimli, Rani, 
Bhavani, Kala Pahar, and 
Sarandhra. Organisers said 
the festival aims to preserve 
and promote Murshidabad’s 
centuries-old mango tradi-

tions, many of which cannot 
be commercially transported 
without losing their original 
flavour.

Festival guests will also 
enjoy traditional Sheherwali 
cuisine and mango-based del-
icacies, including aam panna, 
mango chutneys, sandesh, 
pickles, and seasonal farm-to-
table meals.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  
Shamik Bhattacharya on Mon-
day made it clear that while 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
would remain in touch with 
the government to ensure 
implementation of promises 
made in the party manifesto, 
the newly formed adminis-
tration in West Bengal would 
function as the government 
of the state and not merely 
as a “BJP government”. His 
remarks came after a meet-
ing with newly sworn-in Chief 
Minister SuvenduAdhikari at 

the BJP state headquarters in 
Salt Lake.

Speaking to reporters after 
the meeting, Bhattacharya 
said, “The government will 
function like a government 
and the party will function like 
a party.” He added that the 
party would maintain commu-
nication with the administra-
tion to ensure implementation 
of commitments made in the 
BJP’s election manifesto, but 
stressed that the government’s 
responsibility would be to-
wards all people of the state.

According to party sources, 
the meeting focused on organ-
isational coordination and im-
plementation of the BJP’s key 
electoral promises following 
the party’s victory in the As-
sembly elections. Bhattacha-
rya emphasised that while the 
party would guide the govern-
ment on policy commitments 
and manifesto promises, the 
administration itself would 
function within constitutional 
and democratic norms as the 
elected government of West 
Bengal.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  
The newly formed govern-
ment in West Bengal held 
its first Cabinet meeting at 
Nabanna on Monday un-
der the leadership of Chief 
Minister SuvenduAdhikari. 
Following the meeting, se-
nior BJP leader and minister 
Dilip Ghosh said discussions 
focused on implementing 
several Central government 
schemes that, according to 
him, had remained stalled in 
the state under the previous 
administration.

Ghosh alleged that many 
welfare projects introduced 

by the Centre for public ben-
efit were not properly imple-
mented earlier. He said the 
new government would work 
to ensure such schemes are 
introduced quickly and effec-
tively across the state. He also 
hinted that ministerial port-
folios could soon be finalised 
following Cabinet discussions.

Earlier in the day, Ghosh 
said the newly formed minis-
try was currently small and 
discussions on governance 
and development priorities 
were underway. He claimed 
that funds sent by the govern-
ment led by Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi had earlier 
been blocked by the Mamata 
Banerjee administration.

According to Ghosh, the 
BJP government would en-
sure benefits reached poor 
and marginalised people. He 
also said the new administra-
tion aimed to develop Bengal 
in line with the rest of India 
and work towards building 
“Sonar Bangla”.

Later, during a gathering 
in Beleghata, Ghosh thanked 
party supporters and claimed 
that the politics of fear in Ben-
gal had come to an end after 
the BJP’s victory.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  A 
Kolkata youth was arrested 
for allegedly being involved 
in a cyber fraud racket that 
cheated an elderly woman in 
Haryana of nearly Rs 3 crore 
using the “digital arrest” 
scam method. The accused, 
identified as Rahul Roy, was 
arrested from the Bansdroni 
area in south Kolkata during 
a joint operation by Haryana 
Police and Kolkata Police.

Police said the incident 
took place a few months 
ago in Haryana’s Panchkula 
district. The victim, the wife 
of a retired Army officer, re-
ceived calls from fraudsters 

posing as CBI officials. They 
claimed that a parcel sent 
in her name contained nar-
cotics and told her she had 
been placed under “digital 
arrest”.

The fraudsters allegedly 
kept the woman under con-
stant pressure through vid-
eo calls and sent fake official 
documents via WhatsApp 
to make the threats appear 
genuine. Frightened by the 
alleged legal consequenc-
es, the woman transferred 
nearly Rs 3 crore to bank 
accounts provided by the 
accused.

Following a complaint 

lodged at Panchkula Po-
lice Station, investigators 
traced part of the defrauded 
money to a bank account in 
Kolkata. Rahul Roy was lat-
er identified and arrested. 
Police said efforts are un-
derway to track down other 
members of the cyber fraud 
network.

Meanwhile, a similar 
fraud was recently report-
ed from Kolkata’s Noyabad 
area, where another elderly 
woman was allegedly cheat-
ed of Rs 12.55 lakh after 
fraudsters threatened her 
with arrest. Police are inves-
tigating both incidents.

West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari was welcomed with bouquet by the State ministers 
Dilip Ghosh, Agnimitra Paul, Kshudiram Tudu, Ashok Kirtania and Nisith Pramanik before the 
first Cabinet meeting of the new West Bengal government at Nabanna on Monday.

Moments from the first Cabinet meeting of the new West Bengal government, chaired by the 
West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari at Nabanna on Monday.

West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari, along with BJP state president Shamik Bhattacha-
rya, offers floral tributes to Bharat Mata, Syama Prasad Mukherjee, and Deendayal Upadhyaya at 
the BJP party office in Salt Lake on Monday.

West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari, participated in a meeting with ministers in charge, newly elected MLAs, and secre-
taries of various departments at the Nabanna conference hall on Monday.

PM Modi urges
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Miscellaneous
Kolkata, Tuesday

12 May, 2026

Name Change
I, Tanusree Bakshi (Debnath), D/O Narayan
Debnath, residing at College Para, Ranaghat,
Nadia, shall henceforth be known as Tanus-
ree Debnath as declared before the First
Class Judicial Magistrate, Ranaghat Court,
Nadia, West Bengal vide Affidavit No. 15770,
dated 22.04.2026. Tanusree Bakshi (Deb-
nath) and Tanusree Debnath, both are
same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Lazar Patrose, Lazar (Old Name)
S/o Patrose  Appy Residing at 12 Dr
Sudhir Bose Road, Khidderpore, Dis-
trict - Kolkata, Pin - 700023, West
Bengal, India, do hereby declare that
I have Changed my name from Lazar
Patrose, Lazar (Old Name) to Lazar
Peter (New Name) and henceforth I
shall be known as Lazar Peter (New
Name) in all purpose, vide affidavit
Sworn before the Notary public at
Kolkata on Dated 11-05-2026. Lazar
Peter (New Name) and Lazar Pa-
trose, Lazar (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Jharna Ghosh (old name) D/o Mad-
hab Chandra Ghosh, residing at 4b,
Nababasu lane, near golkali mandir,
k.g bose sarani, kolkata, west bengal
- 700085, do hereby declare that I
have changed my name from Jharna
Ghosh (Old Name) to Jharna Rani
Ghosh (New Name) and henceforth I
shall be known as Jharna Rani Ghosh
(new name ) in all purpose, vide affi-
davit sworn before the Ld. Judicial
Magistrate, 1st Class at Sealdah, vide
an affidavit No. 8364, on 16/04/2026.
Jharna Rani Ghosh (New Name) and
Jharna Ghosh (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ramesh Saraogi (old name) S/o Late
Pushkar Lal Saraogi, residing at
Forum Pravesh,Block - F,Flat - 302,212
Girish Ghosh Road,Belur,Howrah -
711202, do hereby declare that I have
changed my name from Ramesh
Saraogi (Old Name) to Ramesh
Kumar Saraogi (New Name) and
henceforth I shall be known as
Ramesh Kumar Saraogi (new name )
in all purpose, vide affidavit No
02/2026 sworn before the notary pub-
lic at Kolkata on 11/05/2026. Ramesh
Kumar Saraogi (New Name) and
Ramesh Saraogi (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Anil Kumar Misra (old name) S/o
Late Prithiswar Misra, residing at 15C,
Aninash Chandra Banerjee Lane,
Beleghata H.O, Kolkata- 700010, do
hereby declare that I have changed my
name from Anil Kumar Misra (Old
Name) to Anil Misra (New Name) and
henceforth I shall be known as Anil
Misra (new name ) in all purpose, vide
affidavit sworn before the notary pub-
lic at Kolkata on 08/05/2026. Anil
Misra (New Name) and Anil Kumar
Misra (Old Name) both are same and
one identical person. Name Change

I, Rajendra Prasad Chowdhury (Old
Name),Son Of Maneger
Chaudhary,Resident Of 299 Madur-
daha,Hossenpur,Po - E.K.T,Kolkata -
700107,West Bengal Do Hereby De-
clare That I Have Changed My Name
From Rajendra Prasad Chowdhury
(Old Name) To Rajendra Prasad
Chaudhary (New Name) And Hence-
forth I Shall Be Known As Rajendra
Prasad Chaudhary(New Name ) In All
Purpose,Vide Affidavit No 48 Sworn
Before The Notary Public At Kolkata
On 10/05/2026.Rajendra Prasad
Chaudhary(New Name) And Rajendra
Prasad Chowdhury (Old Name) Both
Are Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Lutfar Rahaman Mallick (old name)
S/o Babar Mallick, residing at Bagnan-
Khajulti, Howrah- 711303, do hereby
declare that I have changed my name
from Lutfar Rahaman Mallick (Old
Name) to Lutfar Mallick (New Name)
and henceforth I shall be known as Lut-
far Mallick (new name ) in all purpose,
vide affidavit sworn before the Notary
Public at Kolkata, on 11/05/2026. Lut-
far Mallick (New Name) and Lutfar Ra-
haman Mallick (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Haribar Sardar (old name) S/o Jubbar
Sardar, residing at Vill- Dakshin Kalsur,
P.O.- Kalsur, P.S.- Deganga, Dist.- North
24 Parganas, Pin- 743438, do hereby de-
clare that I have changed my name from
Haribar Sardar (Old Name) to Habibar
Sardar (New Name) and henceforth I
shall be known as Habibar Sardar (new
name ) in all purpose, vide affidavit
sworn before the notary public at Kolkata
on 11/05/2026. Habibar Sardar (New
Name) and Haribar Sardar (Old Name)
both are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Jesmin (old name) D/o Safikul Mandal,
residing at Villl- Sadiknagar (Gangati), P.O.-
Chaita, P.S.- Matia, North 24 Pgs - 743445,
W.B, do hereby declare that I have changed
my name from Jesmin to Jesmin Parvin
and henceforth I shall be known as Jesmin
Parvin (new name ) in all purpose, and I
also changed my parents name from Tota
Bibi W/o Sofikul Mandal (my mother & my
father old name) to Fuljhuri Bibi W/o Safikul
Mandal (my mother & my father new
name), vide affidavit sworn before the Ld.
Judicial Magistrate, 1st Class at Basirhat
on 25/07/2025. Jesmin Parvin and
Jesmin both are same and one identical
person (my self). Sofikul Mandal and
Safikul Mandal both are same and one
identical person (my father). Tota Bibi and
Fuljhuri Bibi both are same and one identi-
cal person (my mother).

Name Change
I, Manoj Gupta (Old Name)  S/O
Prasadi Lal Gupta   Residing at 53,
Christopher Road, Gobinda Khatick
Road, PO: Gobinda Khatick Road,
Dist- Kolkata, West Bengal - 700046 ,
India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Manoj
Kumar Gupta   (New Name) as de-
clared Before the 1ST Class Judicial
Magistrate at Kolkata vide affidavit
Dated 11-05-2026. Manoj Gupta (Old
Name) and Manoj  Kumar Gupta
(New Name) both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change
I, Bijoy Singh (Old Name)  S/O Munsi
Singh Residing at 27 Guha Road,
Dist- Howrah, West Bengal - 711107
, India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Vijay
Singh  (New Name) as declared Be-
fore the 1ST Class Judicial Magis-
trate at Kolkata vide affidavit Dated
11-05-2026. Bijoy Singh (Old Name)
and Vijay Singh  (New Name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Kakali Dutta Chowdhury And Kakali
Chowdhury(Old Name),Wife Of Su-
vankar Chowdhury, Resident Of
Sripur,Po-Madhyamgram Bazar,Ps-
Madhyamgram,North 24 Parganas -
700130,West Bengal, India ,Dohereby
Declare That I Have Changed My
Name From Kakali Dutta Chowdhury
And Kakali Chowdhury(Old Name) To
Kakali Dutta (New Name)  And
Henceforth I Shall Be Known As
Kakali Dutta (New Name) In All Pur-
pose, Vide Affidavit No 46 Sworn Be-
fore The Notary Public At Kolkata On
11/05/26.Kakali Dutta(New  Name)
And Kakali Dutta Chowdhury And
Kakali Chowdhury(Old Name) Both
Are Same And One Indentical Person.

Name Change
I, Neelakshi Swar (Old Name),Wife Of
Sukalyan Swar, Resident Of Salepur
Ghosh Para, Po- Baruipur, Ps- Baruipur,
South 24 Pgs- 700144,West Bengal Do
Hereby Declare That I Have Changed My
Name From Neelakshi Swar (Old Name)
To Neelakshi Swar Das (New Name) And
Henceforth I Shall Be Known As Neelak-
shi Swar Das(New Name ) In All Pur-
pose,Vide Affidavit No 47 Sworn Before
The Notary Public At Kolkata On
10/05/2026.Neelakshi Swar Das(New
Name) And Neelakshi Swar (Old Name)
Both Are Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Narayan Singha And Narayan Ch
Singha(Old Name),Son Of Late Ananda
Singha,Resident Of Vill-Jhaupatra,Po-
Chanpi,Ps- Mahishadal,East Medinipur-
721628,West Bengal Do Hereby De-
clare That I Have Changed My Name
From Narayan Singha And Narayan Ch
Singha(Old Name) To Narayanchandra
Singha(New Name) And Henceforth I
Shall Be Known As Narayanchandra
Singha(New Name ) In All Purpose,Vide
Affidavit No 60 Sworn Before The No-
tary Public At Kolkata On 11/05/2026.
Narayanchandra Singha(New Name)
And Narayan Singha And Narayan Ch
Singha(Old Name) Both Are Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Mohammed Ekbal (old name) S/o Md
Ekram, residing at 42/1H/5, Ekbalpore
Lane, P.O.-Khidderpore, P.S.- Ekbalpore,
Kolkata-700023, W.B, do hereby declare
that I have changed my name from Mo-
hammed Ekbal (Old Name) to Md Ekbal
(New Name) and henceforth I shall be
known as Md Ekbal (new name ) in all
purpose, vide affidavit sworn before the
notary public at Kolkata on 11/05/2026.
Md Ekbal (New Name) and Mo-
hammed Ekbal  (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Madhumita Paria (old name) W/o Bibek
Maity, residing at 671/1, Raja Rammo-
han Roy Road, Purba Barisha, Behala,
Kolkata- 700008, West Bengal, do hereby
declare that I have changed my name
from Madhumita Paria (Old Name) to
Madhumita Paria Maity (New Name) and
henceforth I shall be known as Madhu-
mita Paria Maity (new name ) in all pur-
pose, vide affidavit sworn before the
Notary Public at Kolkata, on 11/05/2026.
Madhumita Paria Maity (New Name) and
Madhumita Paria (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Shreya Samader (old name), daughter
of Satyajit Samaddar, residing at School
Road Dakshin Jagadal, P.S.- Sonarpur,
Dist.- South 24 Parganas, Pin- 700151,
West Bengal, India, do hereby declare
that I have changed my name from
Shreya Samader (Old Name) to Shreya
Samaddar (New Name) and shall
henceforth be known as Shreya
Samaddar (new name), as declared Be-
fore The Notary Public at Kolkata, vide
an affidavit dated 11/05/2026. Shreya
Samaddar and Shreya Samader both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Benoy Kumar Das (old name) S/o
Bijay Kumar Das, residing at SAGIA,
SAGIA, Lalgola, Murshidabad, 742148,
do hereby declare that I have changed
my name from Benoy Kumar Das (Old
Name) to Binay Kumar Das (New
Name) and henceforth I shall be known
as Binay Kumar Das (new name ) in all
purpose, vide affidavit sworn before the
notary public at Kolkata on 11/05/2026.
Binay Kumar Das (New Name) and
Benoy Kumar Das (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person. 

Name Change
I, Md Altamash Khursid (old name) S/o
Late Khurshid Ahmad, residing at Din-
galhat, Hooghly, Bansberia (P), Hooghly,
Pin- 712502, do hereby declare that I
have changed my name from Md Alta-
mash Khursid (Old Name) to Md Alta-
mash Khurshid (New Name) and
henceforth I shall be known as Md Alta-
mash Khurshid (new name ) in all pur-
pose, vide affidavit sworn before the
notary public at Kolkata on 11/05/2026.
Md Altamash Khurshid (New Name)
and Md Altamash Khursid (Old Name)
both are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Suresh Mittal (Old Name),Son Of Late
Hari Ram Mittal,Resident Of Garden
Road,Binnaguri,Telipara Tea Garden,Jal-
paiguri-735203,West Bengal Do Hereby
Declare That I Have Changed My Name
From Suresh Mittal(Old Name) To
Suresh Kumar Mittal (New Name) And
Henceforth I Shall Be Known Suresh
Kumar Mittal (New Name ) In All Pur-
pose,Vide Affidavit No 41 Sworn Before
The Notary Public At Kolkata On
11/05/2026.Suresh Kumar Mittal (New
Name) And Suresh Mittal(Old Name)
Both Are Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Md Jamal Mudi (old name) S/o Saheb
Ali Molla, residing at VILL - SANBERIA,PO
-MUDIAHAT, PS-SHASAN, NORTH24
PARGANAS - 700128, West Bengal do
hereby declare that I have changed my
name from Md Jamal Mudi (Old Name)
to Jamal Molla (New Name) and hence-
forth I shall be known as Jamal Molla (new
name ) in all purpose, vide affidavit No 16
sworn before the notary public at Kolkata
on 07/05/2026. Jamal Molla (New Name)
and Md Jamal Mudi (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Fatema Bibi (old name) W/o Saheb Ali
Molla, residing at VILL - SANBERIA,PO -
MUDIAHAT,PS - SHASAN,
NORTH24PARGANAS - 700128, West
Bengal do hereby declare that I have
changed my name from Fatema Bibi (Old
Name) to Fatajan Bibi (New Name) and
henceforth I shall be known as Fatajan Bibi
(new name ) in all purpose, vide affidavit
No 17 sworn before the notary public at
Kolkata on 07/05/2026. Fatajan Bibi (New
Name) and Fatema Bibi (Old Name) both
are same and one identical person. 

Name Change
I, Sudhir Kumar Singh (old name) S/o
Late Bijay Bahadur Singh, residing at
Premises No. 25/1, Mackenzie Lane,
P.O.- Howrah, P.S.- Golabari, Dist.-
Howrah, Pin- 711101, do hereby de-
clare that I have changed my name
from Sudhir Kumar Singh (Old Name)
to Sudhir Singh (New Name) and
henceforth I shall be known as Sudhir
Singh (new name ) in all purpose, vide
affidavit sworn before the Ld. Executive
Magistrate at Howrah, on 05/05/2026.
Sudhir Singh (New Name) and Sudhir
Kumar Singh (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) SINE SK S/o- IDRISH
SEIKH  Residing at, Vill - Panchthupi,
Post - Panchthupi, Ps- Burwan, Dist-
Murshidabad, Pin- 742161, West Ben-
gal. Do hereby declare that I have
Changed my name from SINE SK  To
SAIN SK  (New name) and henceforth I
Shall be Known as (New name) SAIN SK
in all purpose Vide an affidavit No- 2221
On Date 11 May 2026  Sworn before the
Notary Public at Berhampore Murshid-
abad,  SAIN SK and SINE SK  both are
Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) AYESHA BIBI W/o- MD
HAZRAT ALI  Residing at, Vill - Inatpur,
Post - Jadupur, Ps- Kaliachak, Dist-
Malda, Pin- 732212, West Bengal. Do
hereby declare that I have Changed my
name from AYESHA BIBI  To AYESHA
KHATUN  (New name) and henceforth I
Shall be Known as (New name)
AYESHA KHATUN  in all purpose Vide
an affidavit No- 2220 On Date 11 May
2026  Sworn before the Notary Public at
Berhampore Murshidabad,  AYESHA
KHATUN and AYESHA BIBI  both are
Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) HUSNA ARA BEGUM W/o-
MD ABDUL KAYUM  Residing at, Vill -
Chakseherdi, Post - Baishnabnagar, Ps-
Baishnabnagar, Dist- Malda, Pin-
732210, West Bengal. Do hereby de-
clare that I have Changed my name
from HUSNA ARA BEGUM  To MST
HUSNA ARA BEGUM  (New name) and
henceforth I Shall be Known as (New
name) MST HUSNA ARA BEGUM  in all
purpose Vide an affidavit No- 2223 On
Date 11 May 2026  Sworn before the
Notary Public at Berhampore Murshid-
abad,  MST HUSNA ARA BEGUM and
HUSNA ARA BEGUM  both are Same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) SHILPI MANDAL W/o- SAD-
HAN MANDAL  Residing at, Vill - N.S Pally
Kachuyatola, Post - Gazole, Ps- Gazole,
Dist- Malda, Pin- 732124, West Bengal. Do
hereby declare that I have Changed my
name from SHILPI MANDAL  To SHILPI
MANDAL TARAFDAR  (New name) and
henceforth I Shall be Known as (New
name) SHILPI MANDAL TARAFDAR  in all
purpose Vide an affidavit No- 2224 On
Date 11 May 2026  Sworn before the No-
tary Public at Berhampore Murshidabad,
SHILPI MANDAL TARAFDAR and SHILPI
MANDAL  both are Same and one identi-
cal person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) TULIKA BHATTACHARYA
W/o- DIPAK PANDIT Residing at, Vill -
Baswa(Basoa), Post - Baswa, Ps- Mar-
gram, Dist- Birbhum, Pin- 731202, West
Bengal. Do hereby declare that I have
Changed my name from TULIKA BHAT-
TACHARYA  To TULIKA BHAT-
TACHARYA PANDIT  (New name) and
henceforth I Shall be Known as (New
name) TULIKA BHATTACHARYA PAN-
DIT  in all purpose Vide an affidavit No-
2225 On Date 11 May 2026  Sworn be-
fore the Notary Public at Berhampore
Murshidabad,  TULIKA BHATTACHARYA
PANDIT and TULIKA BHATTACHARYA
both are Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) TONI SEIKH S/o- AKUL SK
Residing at, 26 Ukilabad Road, Post -
Berhampore, Ps- Berhampore, Dist- Mur-
shidabad, Pin- 742101, West Bengal. Do
hereby declare that I have Changed my
name from TONI SEIKH  To TONI SK
(New name) and henceforth I Shall be
Known as (New name) TONI SK  in all
purpose Vide an affidavit No- 2226 On
Date 11 May 2026  Sworn before the No-
tary Public at Berhampore Murshidabad,
TONI SK and TONI SEIKH  both are Same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, (Old Name) AKUL SEIKH S/o- ABDUL
SEKH Residing at, 26 Ukilabad Road, Post
- Berhampore, Ps- Berhampore, Dist- Mur-
shidabad, Pin- 742101, West Bengal. Do
hereby declare that I have Changed my
name from AKUL SEIKH  To AKUL SK
(New name) and henceforth I Shall be
Known as (New name) AKUL SK  in all
purpose Vide an affidavit No- 2227 On
Date 11 May 2026  Sworn before the No-
tary Public at Berhampore Murshidabad,
AKUL SK and AKUL SEIKH  both are
Same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Md Mofidul Islam Mir(Old Name),Son
Of Monnaf Mir, Resident Of Magura
Mirpara,Maheshtala, South24par-
ganas - 700141,West Bengal Do
Hereby Declare That I Have Changed
My Name From Md Mofidul Islam
Mir(Old Name) To Mofidul Islam
Mir(New Name) And Henceforth I Shall
Be Known As  Mofidul Islam Mir(New
Name ) In All Purpose,Vide Affidavit No
18 Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 11/05/2026.Mofidul Islam
Mir(New Name) And Md Mofidul Islam
Mir(Old Name) Both Are Same And
One Identical Person. 

Name Change
I, Asit Das (Old Name), Son Of
Shambhu Charan Das,  Resident
58/18, Paresh Mazumdar Road, Haltu,
Kolkata- 700078. Do Hereby Declared
That I Have Changed My Name From
Asit Das  (Old Name ) To Ashit Charan
Das  (New Name) And Henceforth I
Shall Be Known As Ashit Charan Das
(New Name) In All Purpose, Vide Affi-
davit No ... Sworn Before The Notary
Public At Kolkata On 11/05/2026.
Ashit Charan Das  (New Name) And
Asit Das  (Old Name)  Both Are Same
And One Identical Person. 

Name Change
I, Santi Rani Mondal (Old Name), Wife
Of  Late  Vikuram Mandal,  Resident Of
New Khulna Pally,  P.O.-Korachandi-
garh,  P.S.- Madhyamgram ,Dist - 24
Parganas North, Pin - 700130,  Do
Hereby Declared That I Have Changed
My Name From Santi Rani Mondal
(Old Name ) To Shanti Mandal (New
Name) And Henceforth I Shall Be
Known As Shanti Mandal (New Name)
In All Purpose, Vide Affidavit No ...
Sworn Before The Notary  Public At
Kolkata On 07/05/2026. Shanti Man-
dal (New Name) And Santi Rani Mon-
dal (Old Name)  Both Are Same And
One Identical Person. 

Name Change
I,  Sk Baitulla Ali (Old Name), Son
Shaikh  Enam Ali, Resident Of Vill -
Durgapur, P.O.- Sagareswar, P.S-
Ramnagar, Dist -East Medinipur, Pin-
721446. Do Hereby Declared That I
Have Changed My Name From Sk
Baitulla Ali (Old Name ) To Shaikh
Baitulla Ali (New Name) And Hence-
forth I Shall Be Known As Shaikh Bait-
ulla Ali  (New Name) In All Purpose,
Vide Affidavit No.66, Sworn Before
The 1st Class Judicial Magistrate  At
Contai On 08/04/2026.  Shaikh Bait-
ulla Ali (New Name) And Sk Baitulla
Ali  (Old Name)  Both Are Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sk Enam Ali (Old Name), Son Late
Sekh Kalimuddin Ali, Resident Of Vill
- Durgapur, P.O.- Sagareswar, P.S-
Ramnagar, Dist -East Medinipur, Pin-
721446. Do Hereby Declared That I
Have Changed My Name From Sk
Enam Ali  (Old Name ) To Shaikh
Enam Ali (New Name) And Hence-
forth I Shall Be Known As Shaikh
Enam Ali  (New Name) In All Purpose,
Vide Affidavit No.66, Sworn Before
The 1st Class Judicial Magistrate  At
Contai On 08/04/2026. Shaikh Enam
Ali(New Name) And Sk Enam Ali (Old
Name)  Both Are Same And One Iden-
tical Person. 

Name Change
I, Mujibar(Old Name),Son Of Sk Sao-
gat,Resident Of Vill-Kalyanpur Molla-
para,Po-Kalyanpur,Howrah-711303,We
st Bengal Do Hereby Declare That I
Have Changed My Name From Mu-
jibar(Old Name) To Sk Mujibar Ra-
haman(New Name) And Henceforth I
Shall Be Known As Sk Mujibar Ra-
haman(New Name ) In All
Purpose,Vide Affidavit No 51 Sworn
Before The Notary Public At Kolkata On
11/05/2026.Sk Mujibar Rahaman(New
Name) And Mujibar(Old Name) Both
Are Same And One Identical Person. 

Name Change
I,  Puspa Dandapat(Old Name),Daugh-
ter Of Surendra Singh, Resident Of
Bishnubati Santoshpur,Po-Bhata,
Tarakeswar, Hooghly-712410,West
Bengal Do Hereby Declare That I Have
Changed My Name From Puspa Dan-
dapat(Old Name) To Puspa Ghara
(New Name) And Henceforth I Shall
Be Known As Puspa Ghara(New
Name ) In All Purpose,Vide Affidavit
No 27 Sworn Before The Notary Pub-
lic At Kolkata On 11/05/2026.Puspa
Ghara(New Name) And Puspa Dan-
dapat(Old Name) Both Are Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sarifa Bibi(Old Name),Wife Of Nu-
ruddin Sardar,Resident Of Vill & Po-
Sherpur,Sherpur Usthi, South 24
Parganas-743513,West Bengal Do
Hereby Declare That I Have Changed
My Name From Sarifa Bibi(Old Name)
To Sarifa Bibi Sardar (New Name)
And Henceforth I Shall Be Known As
Sarifa Bibi Sardar(New Name ) In All
Purpose,Vide Affidavit No 29 Sworn
Before The Notary Public At Kolkata
On 11/05/2026. Sarifa Bibi
Sardar(New Name) And Sarifa Bibi
(Old Name) Both Are Same And One
Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Md Ibrar Alam (Old Name) S/o Late
Ahamed Kalim Residing at 260, Belil-
ious Road, District - Howrah, Pin -
711101, West Bengal, India, do
hereby declare that I have Changed
my name from Md Ibrar Alam (Old
Name) to Ibrar Alam (New Name)
and henceforth I shall be known as
Ibrar Alam (New Name) in all pur-
pose, vide affidavit Sworn before the
Notary public at Kolkata on Dated 11-
05-2026. Ibrar Alam (New Name)
and Md Ibrar Alam (Old Name) both
are same and one identical person. 

Name Change
I, Razya Shahin (Old Name) W/o
Abdus Samad Residing at Q-603/L,
Slaughter House Road, Garden
Reach, Metiabruz, District - Kolkata,
Pin - 700024, West Bengal, India, do
hereby declare that I have Changed
my name from Razya Shahin (Old
Name) to Razya Sahin (New Name)
and henceforth I shall be known as
Razya Sahin (New Name) in all pur-
pose, vide affidavit Sworn before the
Notary public at Kolkata on Dated 11-
05-2026. Razya Sahin (New Name)
and Razya Shahin (Old Name) both
are same and one identical person. 

Name Change
I, Kuddus Khan (Old Name) S/o Lok-
man Ali Khan Residing at Vill  -
Baratajpur, P.o - Baratajpur, P.s -
Chanditala, District - Hooghly, Pin -
712306, West Bengal, India, do
hereby declare that I have Changed
my name from Kuddus Khan (Old
Name) to Kuddus  Ali Khan (New
Name) and henceforth I shall be
known as Kuddus Ali Khan (New
Name) in all purpose, vide affidavit
Sworn before the Notary public at
Kolkata on Dated 11-05-2026. Kud-
dus Ali Khan(New Name) and Kud-
dus Khan (Old Name) both are same
and one identical person. 

Name Change
I, Firdoushi Begum (Old Name) W/o
Kuddus Ali Khan Residing at Vill  -
Baratajpur, P.o - Baratajpur, P.s -
Chanditala, District - Hooghly, Pin -
712306, West Bengal, India, do
hereby declare that I have Changed
my name from Firdoushi Begum (Old
Name) to Firdausi Khatun (New
Name) and henceforth I shall be
known as Firdausi Khatun (New
Name) in all purpose, vide affidavit
Sworn before the Notary public at
Kolkata on Dated 11-05-2026. Fir-
dausi Khatun (New Name) and Fir-
doushi Begum (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person. 

Name Change
I, Barkate Khoda (Old Name) S/o
Abdul Ohid Residing at Vill  - Nagar
Kurapara, P.o - Nagar, P.s - Khar-
gram, District - Murshidabad, Pin -
742159, West Bengal, India, do
hereby declare that I have Changed
my name from Barkate Khoda (Old
Name) to Barkote Khoda (New
Name) and henceforth I shall be
known as Barkote Khoda (New
Name) in all purpose, vide affidavit
Sworn before the Notary public at
Kolkata on Dated 11-05-2026.
Barkote Khoda (New Name) and
Barkate Khoda (Old Name) both are
same and one identical person. 

Name Change
I, Farhat Begum (Old Name) W/o
Abdul Hakim Residing at 13/A, Phears
Lane, 2nd floor, P.o+P.s - Bowbazar,
District - Kolkata, Pin - 700012, West
Bengal, India, do hereby declare that I
have Changed my name from Farhat
Begum (Old Name) to Farhat Khatoon
(New Name) and henceforth I shall be
known as Farhat Khatoon (New
Name) in all purpose, vide affidavit no
75 Sworn before the Ld. Judicial Mag-
istrate (1st Class) at Calcutta on
Dated 06-05-2026. Farhat Khatoon
(New Name) and Farhat Begum (Old
Name) both are same and one identi-
cal person.

Name Change
I, Puspita Ghosh (Correct Name) D/o
Ashis Kumar Ghosh, W/o Milon Kumar
Mondal, residing at - 36/11, Umesh
Mukherjee Road, P.O - Belghoria, P.S -
Belghoria, District - North 24 Parganas,
Pin - 700056, West Bengal, India, do
hereby declare that in the Birth Certifi-
cate of my son, Purnam Mondal, my
name has been wrongly recorded as
“Puspita Ghosh Mondal” (Wrong
Name)instead of my correct name
“Puspita Ghosh”.Henceforth, for all pur-
poses, my correct name shall be
treated and known as “Puspita Ghosh”,
vide affidavit sworn before the LD. 1st
class Judicial Magistrate at Kolkata on
dated 27-02-2026.“Puspita Ghosh” and
“Puspita Ghosh Mondal” refer to one
and the same identical person.

Name Change
I, Amal (Old Name) S/o Baikuntha
Patra Residing at Kusumtala, P.o -
Kusumtala, District - South 24 Par-
ganas, Pin - 743357, West Bengal,
India, do hereby declare that I have
Changed my name from Amal (Old
Name) to Amal Patra (New Name)
and henceforth I shall be known as
Amal Patra (New Name) in all pur-
pose, vide affidavit  Sworn before the
Notary public at Kolkata on Dated 11-
05-2026. Amal Patra (New Name)
and Amal (Old Name) both are same
and one identical person. 

Name Change
I, Md Ajgar Ali Thander, Ajgar Ali
Thandar  (old names) S/o Huzur Ali, re-
siding at Kadambagachi, north 24 par-
ganas, west bengal - 700125, West
Bengal do hereby declare that I have
changed my name from Md Ajgar Ali
Thander, Ajgar Ali Thandar  (Old
Names) to Ajgar Ali Thander (New
Name) and henceforth I shall be known
as Ajgar Ali Thander (new name ) in all
purpose, vide affidavit sworn before the
notary public at Kolkata on
08/05/2026. Ajgar Ali Thander (New
Name) and Md Ajgar Ali Thander, Ajgar
Ali Thandar (Old Names) both are
same and one identical person. 

Name Change
I, Priyanka Das (Aadhar, Voter Card &
Bank A/c, W/o.- Suman Das, D/o.- Pintu
Ram, R/o.- N001, Roy Para, Mono-
harpur, Vicky Store, Dankuni, Dankuni M,
Hooghly, WB-712311, that my  name
(after marriage) has also been recorded
in my Father’s fixed deposit account as
PRIYANKA RAM as Nominee (before
marriage) instead of PRIYANKA DAS,
vide an Affidavit No. 16101, dtd.
11.05.2026, before the Ld. Judicial
Magistrate, (1st Class) at Kolkata. That,
PRIYANKA DAS & PRIYANKA RAM
both are same & one identical person.

Name Change
I,Tapan Kumar Ghosh s/o  late Kalipada
Ghosh Vill Junbalida Batitaki PO Palasha
PS Kharagpur Local Pin 721126 shall
henceforth be known as Sadhan Ghosh
as declared before the 1st class Judicial
Magistrate at Paschim Medinipur vide af-
fidavit no 16319 dated 15.09.2016 .
Tapan Kumar Ghosh and Sadhan Ghosh
both are same and identical person. 

Name Change
I, Tanushree Das, Tanushree Sahoo
Das (Old Name) W/o Nantu Kumar Das
Residing at Flat No 6A, Block No 47,
Greenfield City, Shibrampur, District -
South 24 Parganas, Pin - 700141, West
Bengal, India, do hereby declare that I
have Changed my name from
Tanushree Das, Tanushree Sahoo Das
(Old Name) to Tanushree Sahoo (New
Name) and henceforth I shall be known
as Tanushree Sahoo (New Name) in all
purpose, vide affidavit Sworn before the
Notary public at Kolkata on Dated 11-
05-2026. Tanushree Sahoo (New
Name) and Tanushree Das, Tanushree
Sahoo Das (Old Name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change
I, SIDDABAKTULA CHINMAYESWARI,
W/o SIDDABAKTULA SHYAM of Flat No.
2C, 2nd Floor, Anamika Apartment, Inda,
Gowalapada, Kharagpur (T), Dist. Paschim
Medinipur, Pin-721305 do hereby declare
by the affidavit no 6163 dtd.06.05.2026
made before the 1st Class Judicial Magis-
trate at Kharagpur Court  that SIDDABAK-
TULA TANISKHA and S. TANISKHA are
one and same identical person i.e. my
daughter ; that my daughter’s actual name
SIDDABAKTULA TANISKHA would be ap-
plicable everywhere.

MI News Service, Kolkata,
May 11, 2026 : While the
rhythmic clatter of trains de-
fines the lifeline of Eastern
Railway (ER), a different kind
of thunder has been echoing
across the playing fields of
India. From the dusty tracks
of cross-country trails to the
intense silence of the shoot-
ing range, Eastern Railway’s
athletes have transformed
the 2024-2026 sporting sea-
sons into a saga of relentless
ambition and podium fin-
ishes. Under the visionary
leadership of Shri Milind De-
ouskar, General Manager of
Eastern Railway, the Eastern
Railway Sports Association
(ERSA) has seen a massive
resurgence, proving that the
department's focus has
shifted from mere participa-
tion to true dominance on the
national stage.

The journey over the last
two years has been one of re-
markable consistency and
triumph. In the grueling
world of Cross-Country run-
ning, the women’s team
maintained a strong pres-
ence, clinching a notable 4th
position in the 2024-25 All
India Railway (AIR) Champi-
onship. On the cricket pitch,
the men’s team continued to
showcase their prowess by
securing a top-4 finish during
the 2024-25 season, while
the football team proved
their tactical mettle by reach-
ing the Quarterfinals in back-
to-back years. These
performances on the turf
have solidified Eastern Rail-
way's reputation as a power-
house in the country’s most
popular sports.

The 2024-2025 season
served as a true festival of
medals, where ER athletes
hit the bullseye across a vari-

ety of disciplines. The Shoot-
ing team led the charge with
a 2nd place finish, while both
the Men’s and Women’s Vol-
leyball teams displayed in-
credible coordination to bag
Silver medals. The grit of the
association was further high-
lighted by the Women’s Box-
ing and Bridge teams, who
both brought home presti-
gious Silver medals. Not to be
outdone, the Women’s
Kabaddi, Men’s Basketball,
and Men’s Table Tennis
teams all stood tall on the
podium, each securing 3rd
place finishes and proving
the sheer depth of talent
within the organization.The
momentum only accelerated
as the calendar turned to the
2025-2026 season. In a stun-
ning display of skill, the
Bridge team upgraded their
previous Silver to a shining
Gold, becoming the undis-
puted champions of the AIR
circuit. The Women’s Basket-
ball team made a massive
leap to secure 2nd position,
while the Women’s Boxing
and Cue Sports teams added
more Bronze to the trophy
cabinet. Whether it was the
sharp focus required for a
4th place finish in Gymnas-
tics or the sheer power dis-
played in Weightlifting and
Powerlifting, ER athletes
were present in every arena,
pushing the boundaries of

excellence."At Eastern Rail-
way, we believe that the dis-
cipline of sports mirrors the
dedication required to run a
massive railway network,"
said Shri Milind Deouskar,
General Manager, Eastern
Railway. "Our athletes are
not just employees; they are
ambassadors of excellence.
We are committed to provid-
ing them with the best facili-
ties and support to ensure
that the ER flag flies high at
every national and interna-
tional arena."

The success of ERSA is a
testament to the "never-say-
die" spirit that Shri Deouskar
has championed, fostering
an environment where raw
talent meets professional op-
portunity. From the strategic
moves on a Bridge table to
the high-flying spikes on a
Volleyball court, Eastern
Railway is proving they are
as much a leader in sports as
they are in transport. Re-
flecting on this golden era,
Shri Shibram Majhi, Chief
Public Relations Officer,
Eastern Railway, noted that
the stories of these
sportspersons serve as an in-
spiration to the common
man, showing that with the
right leadership and passion,
no goal is out of reach as
Eastern Railway continues to
track excellence both on the
rails and on the field.

The Medal Express: Eastern Railway’s Sports 
Stars Script a Golden Chapter of Grit and Glory

Name Change

Eastern Railway Successfully Executes
Mega Block In Asansol – Jhajha Section
For Major Infrastructure Upgradation

MI News Service, Kolkata,
May 11, 2026 : Eastern
Railway successfully car-
ried out a 7-hour Mega
Block on 10.05.2026 in
the Asansol – Jhajha sec-
tion for execution of ex-
tensive infrastructure
upgradation, maintenance
and safety enhancement
works involving Engineer-
ing, Signal, Telecom and
TRD (Traction Distribu-
tion)  departments. The
block was utilized effi-
ciently for launching of
precast boxes and base
slabs at Limited Height
Subway-8 (LHS) and  Lim-
ited Height Subway -17
(LHS) along with several
critical maintenance and
renewal activities aimed
at strengthening opera-
tional safety, reliability
and system performance.
During the Mega Block,
major engineering works
included launching of 12
precast boxes and 11 base
slabs each at LHS-8 and
LHS-17. A total workforce
of 965 personnel was de-
ployed for smooth execu-
tion of the activities.

Engineering Depart-
ment carried out exten-
sive track and
infrastructure mainte-
nance works including
7000 TM destressing,
1000 TM TFR, 6000 TM
ERC greasing, 32 SKV
weldings, 170 TM rail re-
newal, 6 sets UNIMAT
work, 6200 TM CSM work
and 7870 TM DTE work.
Important shadow block
activities included re-
newal of 1 in 8.5 single
slip diamond crossing
from 52 Kg to 60 Kg, re-
newal of two sets of
switches, replacement of
built-up crossing, TWSEJ
works, glued joint re-
placement and slab
launching activities.
Signal Department com-
pleted several important
maintenance and restora-
tion activities across
major stations including
Jamtara, Asansol/RRI,
Salanpur, Ghorparan,
Chittaranjan and Sitaram-
pur/EOC. Key works in-
cluded point machine
maintenance, EKT (Elec-
trical Key Transmitter)
maintenance, DLBI (Dou-
ble Line Block Instrument)
maintenance, ground con-
nection replacement and
preventive maintenance of
signalling circuits. All sig-
nalling systems were re-
stored successfully within

the permitted block period
without any operational
disruption.

Telecom Depart-
ment executed extensive
preventive maintenance
and testing activities to
improve communication
reliability and BPAC
(Block Proving by Axle
Counter) systems. Impor-
tant works included Public
Address system dressing,
OFC hut maintenance,
cable testing, BPAC circuit
testing, modem shifting
and restoration works at
stations and gate locations
including Jamtara, Rup-
narayanpur, Salanpur,
Mathurapur and Nawapa-
tra. All telecom systems
were tested and restored
successfully within the
scheduled block duration.

TRD Department
carried out major OHE
(Over Head Equipment)
maintenance and
strengthening works at
LHS-8 and LHS-17. Activi-
ties included OHE slewing
and restoration, replace-
ment of feeder jumper
wires, catenary splice
works, cantilever assem-
bly replacement, insulator
replacement, ATJ (Anti-
Telescopic Jumper) check-
ing, gantry maintenance
and isolator upgradation
from 800 Ampere to 1600
Ampere. Breakdown at-
tention work was also at-
tended promptly in Rohini
station area after damage.

The Mega Block was
completed safely, efficiently
and within the scheduled
duration with excellent co-
ordination among Engi-
neering, Signal, Telecom,
TRD and Operating depart-
ments. The successful exe-
cution of these activities is
expected to significantly im-
prove track condition, sig-
nalling reliability, telecom
communication efficiency
and overall operational
safety across the section.

Commenting on the
achievement, Shri Shibram
Majhi, Chief Public Rela-
tions Officer, Eastern Rail-
way, stated: "This mega
block was a massive coordi-
nated effort aimed at fu-
ture-proofing our
infrastructure. By success-
fully completing these criti-
cal upgrades and LHS
launchings within the stip-
ulated time, we are ensur-
ing a safer, faster, and more
reliable journey for our
passengers in the Asansol –
Jhajha section."
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MI News Service,  
Chandigarh:   Assembly 
elections are scheduled for 
next year in Punjab, which 
is currently governed by the 
Aam Aadmi Party. Even be-
fore the polls, however, the 
footsteps of the 'Lotus'—the 
BJP's symbol—have begun 
to resonate across the state. 
Members of Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann's own family 
have now joined the BJP. On 
Monday, the Chief Minister's 
cousin, Gyan Singh Mann, 
formally accepted the party 
flag from Sunil Jakhar, the 
President of the Punjab BJP. 
Haryana Chief Minister Nayab 
Singh Saini was also present 
at the induction ceremony.

Commenting on the entry 
of the Chief Minister's fam-
ily members into the BJP, 
Punjab BJP President Sunil 
stated, "The BJP is further 
strengthening its roots in 
Punjab. We are confident 
that the party's new mem-
bers will make the BJP even 
more formidable." The Chief 
Minister's uncle, Baljinder 
Singh, has also joined the 
BJP; notably, his roadside 

eatery (dhaba) had been shut 
down by the current govern-
ment just a short while ago. 
The induction of members of 
the Mann family into the BJP 
has created a significant stir 
in Punjab's political land-
scape. This development is 
widely perceived as a major 
blow to the Chief Minister's 
own family circle. 

Upon joining the BJP, Bal-
jinder launched a scathing 
criticism of the AAP, stating, 
"The government is invit-
ing Non-Resident Indians to 

Punjab, yet when they estab-
lish businesses here, those 
very enterprises are being 
shut down." Meanwhile, it 
has come to light that Gyan 
Singh Mann was one of the 
AAP's top-ranking leaders. 
He was at the helm of the 
party's election campaign 
in Punjab during both the 
last Lok Sabha and Assem-
bly elections. However, after 
the AAP came to power in 
Punjab, Mann was observed 
criticizing the government's 
policies. He became vocal 

regarding the failure of the 
government and the admin-
istration to effectively tackle 
the floods in Punjab. Mann 
was seen raising his voice 
against the government's 
policies not only on social 
media but also on public 
platforms. 

Meanwhile, praising Gyan 
Singh Mann's decision to 
join the BJP, Haryana Chief 
Minister Saini launched a 
scathing attack on the Aam 
Aadmi Party. He stated, 
"Following the declaration 
of the election results in 
West Bengal, the govern-
ments led by Kejriwal and 
Mr. Mann are apprehensive 
about their future prospects. 
By extending his support to 
the Congress, Kejriwal has 
effectively wiped them out. 
Kejriwal had also support-
ed Mamata in West Bengal; 
however, his support has 
resulted in the obliteration 
of the Trinamool Congress 
in Bengal." Saini further as-
serted that the Aam Aadmi 
Party is now on the verge of 
being wiped out from Punjab 
as well.

MI News Service, New  
Delhi:   In the capital, alle-
gations of molestation have 
surfaced against four youths 
involving two young wom-
en from the Northeast in the 
Nehru Place area. The wom-
en allege that, in addition 
to tearing their clothes, the 
accused also lunged at them 
wielding sticks. They further 
claim that discriminatory re-
marks were hurled at them. 
The police have already iden-
tified all four accused individ-
uals; however, as of the time 
of writing this report, no ar-
rests have been made.

According to the allega-
tions, the women were having 
tea near a hotel yesterday, 
Sunday, when the four ac-
cused suddenly appeared on 

the scene. Subsequently, they 
allegedly began making dis-
criminatory comments. When 
the women objected, an alter-
cation ensued, which eventu-
ally escalated into violence. It 
is alleged that the accused not 
only molested the women but 
also tore their clothing. One of 
the complainants alleged that 
she was physically assaulted; 
meanwhile, another claimed 
that as they attempted to 
leave the area, they were 
beaten with bamboo sticks. 

The Delhi Police have regis-
tered an FIR at the Kalkaji Po-
lice Station. The case invokes 
sections pertaining to causing 
hurt, assault with the intent to 
outrage a woman's modesty, 
wrongful confinement, crimi-
nal intimidation, and stalking. 

The police stated that the 
accused have been identi-
fied based on CCTV footage. 
Searches are currently being 
conducted across various ar-
eas; however, they have not 
yet been apprehended. Mean-

while, both victims have been 
taken to AIIMS. Furthermore, 
the victims have informed in-
vestigators that they would be 
able to identify the accused if 
they were presented before 
them.

MI News Service,  
New Delhi:   The Union Minister for 
Railways, Information & Broadcasting, 
and Electronics & Information Tech-
nology, Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw today 
virtually flagged off  Dohrighat - Aun-
rihar Passenger Train via video confer-
encing. The launch ceremony was held 
in the presence of the Cabinet Minister 
of the Government of Uttar Pradesh, 
Shri Arvind Kumar Sharma; Member of 
Parliament, Rajeev Rai along with other 
dignitaries and senior railway officials. 

This marks a significant step to-
wards enhancing rail connectivity and 
passenger convenience in the Purvan-
chal region of Uttar Pradesh. The new 
train service has been introduced keep-
ing in view the convenience of rail pas-
sengers and the long-standing demand 
for direct daily connectivity for the peo-
ple of Mau and Ghazipur districts. 
Aunrihar–Dohrighat–Aunrihar Passenger 

Train
The train will halt at Sadat, Jakha-

nian, Dullahapur, Mau, Indara, Kopa-
ganj, Ghosi, Amila and Muradpur sta-
tions. The train will be extended upto 
Varanasi soon. 

The train will operate with an 
8-coach rake comprising passenger 
coaches designed to provide comfort-
able and convenient travel for daily 
commuters and other passengers on 
the route.
Passenger Train Service to be Extended 
up to Varanasi

Making a significant announcement, 
Shri Vaishnaw stated that the newly 
introduced Aunrihar–Dohrighat–Aunri-
har passenger service would be extend-
ed up to Varanasi. The extension will 
provide direct connectivity to the cul-
tural and commercial hub of Varanasi, 
benefiting daily commuters, students, 
traders and pilgrims, while further 

strengthening rail access across eastern 
Uttar Pradesh.
Benefits of the New Train Service

The new train service will provide 
direct, affordable, safe, and comfort-
able daily rail travel to passengers of 
Mau, Ghazipur and surrounding areas. 
The train will directly benefit residents 
of towns and villages along the Aunri-
har–Dohrighat corridor. The service will 
support tourism, local trade, education 
and employment, and is expected to ful-
fil a long-pending demand of the people 
of the region.

Addressing a public gathering at 
Dohrighat virtually, Vaishnaw described 
Dohrighat as a place of deep religious 
and cultural significance, associated 
with Lord Shri Ram and revered as the 
meeting place of Lord Shri Parashur-
amji.
New Express Train connecting Purvan-
chal & Delhi

Responding to a long-standing de-
mand for better Delhi connectivity from 
the Purvanchal region, Shri Vaishnaw 
announced a new express train to 
be introduced through the northern 
Ganga corridor. The train will connect 
Chhapra – Ballia – Mau – Azamgarh – 
Shahganj – Jaunpur – Sultanpur – Luc-
know – Kanpur – Aligarh – Ghaziabad – 
Anand Vihar. He assured the gathering 

that this service would be started soon. 
Gauge Conversion of Historic Rail

Vaishnaw noted that the Indara–
Dohrighat metre gauge line was built 
in 1904, over 100 years ago but that 
its gauge conversion had to wait until 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi took 
office. He said that after 2014, many 
long-pending railway projects across 
the country were taken up, including 
gauge conversion works, doubling 
works, and several incomplete projects. 
The Indara-Dohrighat line was convert-
ed to broad gauge, bringing new rail 
facilities to eastern Uttar Pradesh. The 
Railway Minister stated that Prime Min-
ister Shri Narendra Modi had flagged 
off train services on this newly convert-
ed line in December 2023.
Railway Investment in Uttar Pradesh Mul-
tiplied

The Union Minister highlighted that 
the railway budget allocation for Uttar 
Pradesh in 2014 stood at merely ₹1,109 
crore. After 2014, the allocation had 
grown to approximately ₹ 20,012 crore. 
He added that railway projects worth 
around ₹ 1.2 lakh crore are currently 
underway across Uttar Pradesh, a scale 
of railway development unprecedented 

in the state's history.
Vaishnaw outlined a series of major 

railway infrastructure projects pro-
gressing in Uttar Pradesh. He said that 
south of the Ganga, a major four-line 
corridor had been developed along the 
Prayagraj–Kanpur–Agra–Delhi route. 
Similarly, a massive four-line railway 
corridor is being developed north of the 
Ganga, connecting Delhi via Ghaziabad, 
Moradabad, Bareilly, Sitapur, Gonda 
and Gorakhpur towards Bihar and the 
Northeast.

The Minister listed the following new 
line and doubling projects currently in 
progress in the region:

Chitauni–Tamkuhi Road new 
line; Anand Nagar–Ghughli new 
line; Sahjanwa–Dohrighat new line; 
Bahraich–Khalilabad New Line; Go-
rakhpur–Valmiki Nagar doubling; 
Burhwal–Gonda third line; Katra–Ayo-
dhya doubling; Aunrihar-Varanasi 3rd 
Line; Mathura–Jhansi third line; Agra 
Fort–Bandikui doubling; Chopan–Chu-
nar doubling; and Prayagraj–Manikpur 
third line.

Vaishnaw also informed that the old 
Malviya Bridge at Varanasi is ageing, 
and therefore a new bridge is being 

The Footsteps of the Lotus in 
Punjab! Chief Minister Bhagwant's 
Own Family Members Join the BJP

Two Young Women from Northeast India Molested, 
Clothes Torn! Delhi Police Identify 4 Accused

Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw Flags Off  
Dohrighat- Mau- Aunrihar Passenger Train Notice

My client Sri Kunal Dasgupta 
son of Sanjoy Dasgupta, residing 
at Bally Ramchandrapur, P.O.  
Bally Durgapur, P.S. Nischinda, Dist.- 
Howrah, PIN-711205 lost his mother 
Deed (previous Deed) in respect of 1 
Katha 12 Chitttak, 30 Sft land with one 
stories pucca structure, in the District 
of Howrah, Mouza Bally, J.L. 14, P.S. 
Nischinda (old Bally), R.S. Plot No. 
2178, Khatian No. 6386, also under 
Ambit of Durgapur Abhoynagar Gram 
Panchayat-I, Deed of Sale registered 
in the office of A.D.S.R. at Howrah vide 
Deed No. 1869 of 1993.

In this regard my client already 
lodged one G.D.E. in Nischinda  
Police Station vide G.D.E. No. 402/2026  
dated 07.04.2026.

If anyone have any objection please 
inform within 15 days. 

Debasish Sinha, Advocate, 
Howrah Judges’ Court, 
Contact No. 9163676781.
WB F 1118/790 of 1998

constructed alongside it, carrying four 
railway lines on the lower deck and a 
six-lane highway above. 
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NOIDA: Sensing urgency for
adoption of green energy
amid rising geopolitical
uncertainty and ongoing dis-
ruptions in global fossil fuel
supply chains, Avaada Group,
one of India's leading inte-
grated green energy con-
glomerates, today flagged off
its ambitious renewable ener-
gy awareness initiative,
'Bharat Uday Yatra', aimed at
building grassroots level
awareness around green
energy. 

As part of the initiative,
two custom-designed vans
will travel across 9 states and
27 cities over 35 days, creat-
ing immersive, on-ground
engagements with citizens,
institutions, and communi-
ties. Through the initiative,
the renewable energy compa-
ny aims to touch millions of
Indians, driving awareness
around clean energy (solar,
wind and water) adoption,
energy efficiency, and sus-
tainable living, while address-
ing common misconceptions
around renewable energy.

Envisioned as a nation-
wide movement, 'Avaada
Bharat Uday Yatra' goes

beyond a conventional out-
reach campaign to take the
message of sustainability
from cities to citizens, align-
ing with the vision of Hon'ble
Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi to build a cleaner and
more self-reliant India, while
contributing to the national
target of 500 GW of non-fossil
fuel capacity by 2030.The
'Avaada Bharat Uday Yatra'
was flagged off from the com-
pany's corporate office in

Noida Sector 62 amid a large
and spirited gathering, as
crowds assembled to witness
and celebrate the momentous
occasion. The event was
presided over by senior lead-
ership including Mr. Kishor
Nair, Chief Executive Officer,
Avaada Energy; Mr. Vinoo
George, President -
Manufacturing, Avaada
Electro; and Mr. Prashant
Choubey, President & Head -
Green Hydrogen/Ammonia

Business & New Initiatives,
Avaada Group, who collec-
tively flagged off the Yatra
amid much fervour and
encouragement from those
present.

Commenting on the
launch of the Yatra, Mr Vineet
Mittal, Chairman, Avaada
Group, said, "The time is now
to accelerate adoption to the
green energy in India. At a
time when geopolitical uncer-
tainties and disruptions in
global fossil fuel supply
chains continue to impact
energy markets, India's tran-
sition to clean energy is not
just an environmental priority
but a strategic imperative for
energy security and self-
reliance. India stands at a
defining moment in this jour-
ney, and the next phase must
be driven by citizen participa-
tion. Through Avaada Bharat
Uday Yatra, we aim to make
clean energy more accessible,
relatable, and actionable-
transforming awareness into
a nationwide movement."

The Yatra will traverse
key urban and semi-urban
centres across northern, cen-
tral, western, and eastern

India before culminating in
Delhi. During its journey
across nine states including
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Odisha,
Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Rajasthan, Jharkhand and
Delhi, the interactive vans
will engage with communi-
ties, local leaders, and
changemakers. 

As a part of the initiative,
street play (Nukkad Natak)
will be organised to bring
renewable energy concepts to
life. This apart, there will be
several myth-busting activi-
ties to help dispel common
misconceptions. Citizens will
also be encouraged to take
Digital Green Pledge to
become a part of the national
movement and drive sustain-
ability revolution. 

By combining on-ground
engagement with digital out-
reach, the initiative rein-
forces Avaada Group's com-
mitment to accelerating
India's clean energy transi-
tion-not just through capacity
creation, but by enabling
widespread behavioural
change and citizen participa-
tion.

From Awareness to Action: Avaada Group
Flags Off 'Avaada Bharat Uday Yatra' to
Drive India's Clean Energy Movement

RUNNING FOR THOSE WHO CAN'T - CELE-
BRATING THE POWER OF HUMANITY
PATNA: 19 organised app
runs with 8000+ registra-
tions/runners in India. 400+
runners at Patna Organised
App Run (Chanakya National
Law University - Patna) of
Wings For Life Run World
Run organised by Red Bull.
Running for those who can't. 

Held simultaneously
across the globe, the run
commenced at 4:30 PM IST
with participants joining not
only on-ground but also virtu-
ally through the Wings for
Life World Run app.

The event witnessed par-
ticipation from runners
across various age groups
and categories, including spe-
cially-abled participants,
reinforcing the inclusive spir-
it of the initiative. More than
just a race, the Wings for Life
World Run stood as a global
movement-bringing together
people determined to support
better treatment, advanced
research, and hope for those
living with spinal cord
injuries.

Globally, 346, 527 official
registered participants in the
Wings for Life World Run
2026. Participants from 192
nations in 173 countries reg-
istered for the Wings for Life
Word Run 2026. There were
7 Flagship Run Locations,
648 App Run events across
73 different countries. That
apart participants all over the
globe ran in their own capac-
ity. The 2026 edition of Wings
for Life raised a total of 69.7
million Euros, all of which
will be directed towards bet-
ter treatment and advanced
research for spinal cord

injuries. 
Japan's Jo Fukuda was

the winner of the run at the
global level with a run of
78.95km clinched the title in
the men's competition in
Fukuoka, Japan, and Mikky
Keetels with a distance of
62.24km came up trumps in
the women's competition in
Netherlands, Breda.
Meanwhile, in India Samrat
Putatunda (33.11km) won the
men's competition in Kolkata
and Urmila Bane (18.04km)
in Mumbai won the women's
competition. 

"Wings for life world run
is a great initiative. We all run
for those who can't. It's not
just a normal run but a whole
experience where you have
people dancing while running
to the music, people cheering
each other whenever some-
one stops or slows down
there's a voice that comes

from behind 'let's keep going,
you can do it'. What surprised
me was an aunty of my
mom's age running consis-
tently and enjoying herself. I
even took a video with her
and told her i will show this to
my mom. I could see people
on wheelchairs and the run-
ners helping them. Everyone
together was having a good
time. It wasn't a race but felt
like a family of runners com-
ing together for a part." Ankit
Panth, India's popular gam-
ing professional and Red Bull
Player, at the Mumbai
Organised App Run said.

Adding to the global
stature of the event was Colin
Jackson, a two-time World
Champion and Olympic silver
medallist in the 110m hur-
dles, who serves as the
International Sports Director
for the Wings for Life World
Run.

Runners participated in Wings For Life World Run -
Organised App Run in Patna. Global run organised
by Red Bull with 100 percent of registration/dona-
tions being used for spinal coord injury research.

IIT Madras BS Degree opens admissions for the next
batch with 31 May being the deadline to apply
RANCHI: Indian Institute of
Technology Madras(IIT
Madras) BS Degree Programs
have opened admissions for
the 2026 academic cycle, with
31st May 2026 being the last
date to apply. Designed to
make high-quality IIT educa-
tion accessible to a wider and
more diverse learner base,
the programs are open to
anyone who has completed
Class 12, with no age restric-
tions.

Offered as four distinct
programs, namelyBS in Data
Science and Applications, BS
in Electronic Systems, BS in
Management and Data
Science, and BS in
Aeronautics and Space
Technology, the degrees are
uniquely structured to be
pursued either as standalone
qualifications or alongside a
regular college degree.

The programs are deliv-
ered primarily online, with
in-person examinations con-
ducted at centres across India
to ensure academic rigour
and flexibility. Learners can
progress at their own pace
and benefit from multiple exit
options, including Certificate,
Diploma, or Degree pathways
depending on their academic
and career goals.

Students and parents
interested in applying can
visit the official portal for
more details. With the appli-

cation deadline approaching
on 31st May 2026, interested
learners can apply through
https://study.iitm.ac.in

Speaking about the pro-
grams, Prof.PrathapHaridoss,
Dean (Academic Courses), IIT
Madras, said,"These BS
Degree Programs are
designed to give students flex-
ibility without compromising
on quality. We are seeing a
growing need for learners to
build strong foundations in
data, technology, and inter-
disciplinary thinking, regard-
less of their primary degree.
This program allows students
to access IIT Madras-level
learning while pursuing other

academic or professional
paths, thereby significantly
enhancing their career
opportunities."

'FUTURE READY
SKILLS'

As career pathways con-
tinue to evolve and industry
expectations expand, IIT
Madras is enabling learners
to build future-ready skills
through a flexible academic
model that removes barri-
ers related to geography,
conventional admission
routes, and rigid learning
structures. Unlike tradition-
al engineering programs,
admission to the BS Degree
Programs does not require

clearing the Joint Entrance
Examination (JEE). Instead,
students can enter through
a qualifier process, making
IIT Madras education acces-
sible to a significantly larger
student community across
the country.

A highlight of the BS
Degree Programs is their
compatibility with other
undergraduate courses.
Students pursuing BCom,
BSc, BBA, or Engineering
degrees can simultaneously
enrol in the IIT Madras BS
programs, allowing them to
strengthen their analytical,
technical, and decision-
making capabilities along-

side their core academic
discipline.

This dual-degree flexibil-
ity is increasingly relevant
in today's employment land-
scape, where organisations
are seeking graduates who
can combine domain
expertise with strong data-
driven and interdisciplinary
problem-solving skills.

With tens of thousands of
learners already enrolled
from across India, the BS
Degree Programs reflect IIT
Madras' vision of democra-
tizing access to world-class
education at scale. To sup-
port inclusivity, the Institute
also offers fee support of up
to 75 per cent for eligible
students from economically
disadvantaged back-
grounds, ensuring financial
limitations do not become a
barrier to learning.

The curriculum for the
programs has been devel-
oped in consultation with
industry and academic
experts, with a strong focus
on practical learning, real-
world applications, and
emerging technologies.
Students gain exposure to
areas such as data analysis,
business decision-making,
electronic systems, and
aerospace technologies,
preparing them for rapidly
evolving career opportuni-
ties.

This Mother's Day, SBI Life honours
the quiet strength of a mother's
instinct through its 'Bin Samjhaaye,
SirfMaaSamajhti Hai' campaign

NEW DELHI: Some insights
don't need to be spoken,
especially when it comes to a
mother. The worry hidden in
silence, the hesitation
behind a smile, the fragile
beginnings of a dream, she
senses them all, often even
before they fully surface. SBI
Life Insurance brings this

powerful truth to life through its Mother's
Dayfilm, 'Bin Samjhaaye, SirfMaaSamajhti
Hai'; a tribute to the quiet emotional strength
that makes a mother the first source of com-
fort, confidence, and belief in every family.

The film shines a light on a mother's innate
emotional intelligence, positioning her as the
original anchor of trust, reassurance, and con-
fidence within the family. Through subtle,
insight-led storytelling, the film reinforces the
brand's belief in enabling individuals to move
forward with assurance, backed by the quiet
but formidable strength that is always there,
like motherhood. The film unfolds through a
moving exchange between two mothers. A
young mother, stepping back into work after
her maternity break, finds herself grappling
with emotions she can't quite articulate.
Balancing her aspirations with an unspoken
hesitation, she struggles to give voice to what
she feels. Yet, her mother understands, with-
out a wordand gently reassures her that
choosing her own path doesn't lessen her love
or commitment to her family; instead, it
empowers her to pursue her ambitions while

continuing to nurture those she cares for.
Click here to watch the Mother's Day film:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QLOavtO1l
jk The film reflects on an enduring truth;moth-
ers have always been more than caregivers.
They are intuitive decision-makers, balancing
iraade with vaade. Their emotional intelli-
gence has long shaped not only their own jour-
neys, but also the future of their families.

Speaking on the campaign, Mr. Ravindra
Sharma, Chief of Brand, Corporate
Communication & CSR, SBI Life Insurance,
said, "A mother's instinct is often spoken
about, but rarely understood in its true depth.
It goes beyond care, it is an intuitive under-
standing of emotions often unspoken, and the
ability to sense doubts, hopes, and decisions
even before they are expressed. This quiet
intelligence often becomes the invisible force
guiding some of her most important choices,
especially those that shape her family's future.
At SBI Life, we see this instinct as a profound
human truth,that guides mothers to stand by
their loved ones, even as they pursue their
aspirations with confidence, assured that what
matters most to them is protected. Through
our Mother's Day film- 'Bin Samjhaaye,
SirfMaaSamajhti Hai', we honour mother's
silent strength and reaffirm our commitment
to being a trusted partner in every family's
journey forward." Rooted in its philosophy of
'Apne Liye. Apno Ke Liye.', SBI Life continues
to champion the idea that true liberation
comes from being able to pursue one's dreams
while staying prepared for what matters most.
Over the years, SBI Life has built a strong
association with Mother's Day, reflecting the
evolving identity of mothers through relatable,
insight-led storytelling. This year's campaign
continues that journey, placing the spotlight on
the intuitive understanding that defines .

SC asks Centre to decide representation on moni-
toring institutions imparting religious education
NEW DELHI : The Supreme
Court on Monday asked the
Centre to take a decision
within four weeks on a repre-
sentation seeking registra-
tion, recognition, regulation
and monitoring of all institu-
tions imparting secular or
religious education to chil-
dren below the age of 14
years. 

A Bench of Justices
Dipankar Datta and SC
Sharma disposed of the writ
petition filed by advocate
Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay
after taking note of the sub-
mission that the petitioner
had already made a repre-
sentation before the Union
Ministry of Education on
February 10 this year.

During the hearing, the
apex court declined to enter-
tain the plea at this stage and
asked the petitioner to await
the outcome of the pending
representation. It noted that
in an earlier writ petition filed
by the same petitioner, the
apex court had refused to
interfere and had instead
granted liberty to approach
the competent authority.

Referring to the earlier
proceedings, the Justice
Datta-led Bench observed
that only around three
months had passed since the
representation was submitted
before the Centre."The first
time you came without a rep-
resentation, we said that once
you are seeking a mandamus
in terms of the 1974 judg-
ment, you are required to
first go to the authority for
your grievance. Not much
time has lapsed. On February

10, you submitted your repre-
sentation," the top court
observed.When the petitioner
requested that the present
writ petition be treated as a
representation, the Justice
Datta-led Bench declined the
plea, observing that since a
representation had already
been filed, the competent
authority should first take a
decision on it. The plea
sought directions to the
Centre and state governments
to register, recognise, super-

vise and monitor all institu-
tions imparting secular edu-
cation and/or religious
instruction to children up to
the age of 14 years.

The petition contended
that thousands of unregulat-
ed and unrecognised institu-
tions across the country were
functioning without adequate
supervision and claimed that
such institutions could
adversely affect children's
right to quality education
under Article 21A of the

Constitution.It further sought
a declaration that institutions
imparting religious instruc-
tion would fall under Article
26 of the Constitution and not
under Articles 19(1)(g) or
30(1).The plea also sought
directions declaring that the
expression "educational insti-
tutions of their choice" under
Article 30 referred only to
secular or professional edu-
cational institutions and not
religious educational institu-
tions.In addition, it sought
framing of guidelines and
parameters for identifying
minorities under Article 30 of
the Constitution. In the peti-
tion, the petitioner claimed
that during visits to border
districts of Uttar Pradesh ear-
lier this year, he found several
allegedly unregistered and
unrecognised institutions
imparting religious instruction
to children. The plea argued
that all institutions dealing with
children below 14 years,
whether secular or religious,
ought to be brought under a
regulatory framework in view
of Articles 21A, 39(f), 45 and
51A(k) of the Constitution.

Remembering a Pioneer
of Scientific Development
P N Bose, the man of many
'firsts', didn't just give shape
to J N Tata's vision for the
nation; he paved the way for
Indian industry and scientific
thought. He was undoubtedly
the key figure who led gener-
ations of Indians to take full
part in the scientific develop-
ment of the nation.

Born in Gaipur on May 12,
1855, P N Bose attended
Krishnagar College and then
St. Xavier's College for his
education. In 1874, he was
awarded a Gilchrist scholar-
ship to study in London. After
his return, he became a grad-
ed officer with the Geological
Survey of India. The Siwalik
fossils, which are housed in
the British Museum's collec-
tion, were the subject of his
early research. He is credited
with establishing India's first
soap factory and discovering
petroleum in Assam.
However, his contribution to
the establishment of the Tata
Steel Works at Jamshedpur
was the most important. His
letter to J N Tata was a factor
in the plant's establishment
at its present site.

P N Bose held the belief
that India's redemption is

rooted in a return to its foun-
dational principles, which
were historically anchored in
scientific knowledge and edu-
cation. In his formative years,
he was influenced by Keshab
Chandra Sen, the eminent
Brahmo reformer who moti-
vated P N Bose to take com-
petitive examinations and
seek higher education in
England. Alongside other dis-
tinguished scientists of his
era, he maintained, against
the dominant perspective,
that Indian scientists could
compete with their European
counterparts in thought and
inquiry. Consequently, when
Curzon attempted to under-
mine J N Tata's initiative for
the Indian Institute of
Science, they collectively
denounced his actions.

While studying at the
Royal School of Mines, P N
Bose participated in political
gatherings and criticised gov-
ernment policies. In response
to his dissent, the British
Government made efforts to
secure his services at the
Geological Survey of India.
During this time, he conduct-
ed surveys in the Narmada
valley, Rewa state, Central

India, and the Shillong
plateau. His publication,
"National Education and
Modern Progress," reflects
his fervour for techno-scien-
tific education in India. His
initiatives contributed to the
founding of the Bengal
Technical Institute, which
proudly exists today as
Jadavpur University in
Kolkata. PN Bose was the
inaugural honorary Principal
of the Institute.

Dr Rajendra Prasad
remarked on PN Bose, "Even
at that age, he could foresee
huge potentialities for indus-
trial progress by the utilisa-
tion of   geological resources,
particularly of coal, iron, and
steel."

PN Bose contributed his
scientific and geological
expertise to the development
of India's iron and steel sec-
tor, while Jamsetji Tata con-
tributed his money and busi-
ness acumen.

He made sure that the
state of Mayurbhanj became
the cradle of           Indian
heavy industry by alerting JN
Tata to "an exceptionally rich
and wide deposit of iron ore"
he had discovered there.
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MI News Service, Tehran :
The latest statements from
Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian come at a crit-
ical juncture for West Asia.
The Strait of Hormuz,
through which nearly a
fifth of global oil supplies
pass, has once again
emerged as the epicentre
of geopolitical confronta-
tion. Military incidents in-
volving Iranian and
American naval forces, ris-
ing oil prices, and stalled
negotiations over sanc-
tions and regional security
have intensified fears of a
broader conflict.

Against this volatile
backdrop, Pezeshkian has
adopted a dual-track ap-
proach: strong rhetoric
against Western pressure
combined with renewed
emphasis on regional co-
operation and diplomacy.
His recent speeches and
social media messages re-
flect Tehran’s broader ef-
fort to position itself as
both a defender of sover-
eignty and a champion of
regional stability.

In a strongly worded
statement shared on social
media, Pezeshkian de-
clared that Iran’s foreign
policy is based on “mutual
respect and shared inter-
ests” and that “colonialism
and exploitation will have
no place in the future
world”. His remarks came
amid renewed tensions

with the United States over
maritime security in the
Gulf and allegations of at-
tacks on Iranian-linked
shipping.

The Iranian president’s
comments were widely in-
terpreted as a response to
mounting American pres-
sure in the Gulf region. Re-
ports indicate that US
naval forces have intensi-
fied operations around the
Strait of Hormuz and the
Gulf of Oman, including
actions against Iranian oil
tankers accused of violat-
ing maritime restrictions.

At the same time,
Pezeshkian has categori-
cally rejected calls for
Iranian “surrender” re-
portedly linked to state-
ments by US President
Donald Trump. In remarks
carried by several interna-
tional media outlets, the
Iranian leader insisted that
Tehran would “not bow
our heads” to foreign pres-

sure. The language echoed
the longstanding Iranian
political narrative of resist-
ance against foreign domi-
nation; a theme deeply
embedded in the Islamic
Republic’s ideological
framework since the 1979
revolution.

However, unlike some
of his hardline predeces-
sors, Pezeshkian appears
keen to pair resistance
rhetoric with diplomatic
engagement. Over recent
weeks, Tehran has intensi-
fied consultations with
neighbouring countries,
particularly Iraq, which
remains one of Iran’s most
important regional part-
ners.

During conversations
with Iraqi leaders,
Pezeshkian described Iraq
not merely as a neighbour
but as a “brother,” under-
lining the strategic depth
of bilateral ties. He empha-
sised Iran’s readiness to

expand cooperation in eco-
nomic, political and secu-
rity fields and called for
dialogue-driven solutions
to regional crises.

The emphasis on Iraq
is strategically significant.
Baghdad occupies a deli-
cate position between
Tehran and Washington
and has repeatedly sought
to mediate regional ten-
sions. Iran views stable re-
lations with Iraq as
essential not only for trade
and energy cooperation
but also for maintaining its
influence across the wider
region.

Iranian media reports
indicate that Tehran and
Baghdad are considering
new mechanisms for
broader economic and in-
frastructural cooperation,
including joint expert
teams in multiple sectors.
Such initiatives reflect
Iran’s attempt to offset the
impact of sanctions and
external pressure through
deeper regional integra-
tion.

Pezeshkian has also re-
portedly engaged with Eu-
ropean leaders, including
French officials, regarding
regional peace and de-es-
calation efforts. These con-
tacts demonstrate
Tehran’s continuing inter-
est in diplomatic channels
despite the sharp deterio-
ration in relations with
Washington.

Pezeshkian’s Defiant Diplomacy: Iran Balances 
Resistance, Regional Outreach and Global Pressure

Trump says Iran’s response to end war ‘totally unacceptable’
MI News Service, Wash-
ington : US President Don-
ald Trump on Monday,
May 11, rejected Iran’s
reply to a US-backed pro-
posal aimed at ending the
ongoing conflict, calling
Tehran’s response “totally
unacceptable” amid con-
tinuing tensions across the
Middle East.

On the 73rd day of the
US-Israeli war on Iran,
Trump said he had re-
viewed the message deliv-
ered through Pakistani
mediation but offered no
details about the contents
of the Iranian response.

“I have just read the
response from Iran’s so-
called ‘Representatives.’ I
don’t like it — TOTALLY
UNACCEPTABLE!” Trump
wrote on Truth Social.

The message from
Tehran was delivered
through Pakistani media-

tion amid ongoing diplo-
matic efforts to contain the
conflict.

Iranian state media
said Tehran had sought an
immediate cessation of
fighting along with assur-
ances over maritime
safety in the Strait of Hor-

muz. According to The
Wall Street Journal, the
Iranian position did not
satisfy Washington’s ex-
pectations concerning
Tehran’s nuclear commit-
ments.

The latest develop-
ments underscored grow-

ing international concern
over the widening conflict
and its potential impact on
regional security, energy
supplies and global ship-
ping routes.

An Iranian official said
Tehran’s response to the
latest US proposal was
“realistic and positive”,
according to Al Jazeera.

The official said the
proposal focused on end-
ing regional fighting, espe-
cially in Lebanon, and
included discussions on
the Strait of Hormuz,
Iran’s nuclear programme
and sanctions relief.

Tehran is also seeking
guaranteed mechanisms
for lifting sanctions and in-
ternational assurances to
ensure any future agree-
ment is upheld, the official
added.

Iranian state media
defended Tehran’s latest

response to Washington
after US President Donald
Trump dismissed the pro-
posal as “totally unaccept-
able”.

In a statement shared
on Telegram, Iran’s state
broadcaster IRIB said
Tehran’s reply “empha-
sises the fundamental
rights of the Iranian na-
tion” and accused the
United States of demand-
ing “surrender to Trump’s
greed”.

According to IRIB,
Tehran’s proposal called
for war reparations from
the United States, recogni-
tion of Iran’s sovereignty
over the Strait of Hormuz
and the lifting of sanc-
tions. The broadcaster
also said Iran demanded
the release of frozen Iran-
ian assets held abroad as
part of any agreement to
end the conflict.

MI News Service,
Moscow/Kiev : Russia and
Ukraine on Sunday ac-
cused each other of violat-
ing a declared three-day
ceasefire.

The Russian Defense
Ministry said Sunday that
Ukrainian forces commit-
ted 16,071 violations of the
ceasefire regime in the
past 24 hours.

Russian forces re-
sponded to the ceasefire
violations in kind, launch-
ing retaliatory strikes
against multiple launch
rocket system, artillery,
and mortar positions, as
well as command posts
and drone launch sites, the
ministry said.

On Saturday, the min-
istry also reported 8,970
ceasefire violations in mul-
tiple regions.

Ukrainian authorities
said Sunday that at least
one person was killed and
15 others were injured in
Russian attacks across
Ukraine despite the cease-
fire.

The General Staff of
the Ukrainian Armed
Forces said in a statement
that Russian forces at-
tacked Ukrainian positions
60 times on Sunday.

Russia and Ukraine on
Friday agreed to a three-
day ceasefire from Satur-
day to Monday during the
Victory Day celebrations. 

Russia, Ukraine
accuse each

other of violating
3-day ceasefire

Iran sends proposal to US through Pakistan to end war
MI News Service, Tehran :
US President Donald Trump
and Iran’s Supreme Leader
Mojtaba Khamenei are pic-
tured against a backdrop of
Gulf maritime infrastruc-
ture amid escalating re-
gional tensions.

Iran on Sunday, May 10,
submitted its response to a
United States proposal
aimed at ending the ongo-
ing conflict, with Tehran
emphasising a permanent
halt to hostilities and mar-
itime security in the Gulf,
according to Iranian state
media reports.

The response was deliv-
ered through Pakistani me-
diators, Iran’s official news
agency IRNA reported, de-
scribing the proposal as an
initial framework centred
on ending the war rather
than addressing wider po-
litical disputes at this stage.

Iranian state broad-
caster IRIB said the pro-
posal calls for an end to
fighting “on all fronts, espe-
cially Lebanon”, where Is-
raeli attacks have
continued despite a cease-
fire agreement reached
earlier this year.

The diplomatic move
comes amid rising tensions
in the region and concerns
over shipping security in
the Strait of Hormuz, a key
global energy route.

Sources cited by
Reuters said mediation ef-
forts are currently aimed at
securing an initial agree-

ment to halt fighting while
broader negotiations con-
tinue on unresolved issues,
including Iran’s nuclear
programme.

Iranian President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian said nego-
tiations with foreign
powers would not amount
to surrender, insisting
Tehran would continue de-
fending its national inter-
ests.

In a post on X on Sun-
day, Pezeshkian said Iran
would “never bow” to its
enemies and stressed that
any dialogue or negotia-
tions would be pursued
from a position of strength.

He added that the pur-
pose of talks was to protect
the rights of the Iranian
people and safeguard the
country’s interests.

US President Donald
Trump said Washington is
closely monitoring Iran’s
underground enriched ura-

nium stockpile and warned
that any attempt to access
the site would provoke a
military response.

Speaking in an inter-
view aired on Sunday,
Trump said the facility re-
mained under surveillance
through US military and
space-based monitoring
systems.

“If anybody got near
the place, we will know
about it,” Trump said,
adding that the US would
respond forcefully to any
such move.

He also referred to the
role of the US Space Force
in tracking activity around
the site, claiming Washing-
ton maintained continuous
oversight of the area.

US President Donald
Trump said the United
States could target “every
single” site in Iran within
two weeks, while claiming
Tehran had already suf-
fered military defeat.

In an interview with in-
dependent journalist Sharyl
Attkisson aired on Sunday,
Trump said Iran may not
fully recognise the extent of
its losses. “They’re militar-
ily defeated,” Trump said.
“That doesn’t mean
they’re done.”

He added that the US
military could expand op-
erations further if neces-
sary, claiming Washington
had already struck around
70 percent of its intended
targets.

MI News Service, Mumbai
: Maharashtra minister
and senior BJP leader
Nitesh Rane launched a
scathing attack on the All
India Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM) fol-
lowing the arrest of its cor-
porator Mateen Majid
Patel for allegedly shelter-
ing Nida Khan, the prime
accused in the high-profile
Nashik TCS religious con-
version and sexual harass-
ment case.

Rane equated AIMIM
chief Asaduddin Owaisi
with Osama bin Laden,
stating there is “no differ-
ence whatsoever” between
the two. “The very work
that Osama bin Laden
used to carry out through

Al-Qaeda is precisely what
Asaduddin Owaisi is now
doing through AIMIM,” he
told the media. He de-
scribed AIMIM as a “ter-
rorist organisation” and

demanded an immediate
ban on the party, similar to
the ban imposed on the
Popular Front of India
(PFI).

The minister further
criticised AIMIM’s political
record, alleging that the
party has delivered little
development in the areas it
represents. He claimed
their agenda is limited to a
single point — promoting
Jihad — and accused the
party of polarising society
rather than focusing on
governance.

Earlier, Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis strongly criti-
cised the AIMIM corpora-
tor, asserting that Mateen
Majid Patel played a clear

role in hiding Nida Khan.
Fadnavis assured that a
thorough investigation is
underway to uncover the
full conspiracy, including
possible links to a larger
conversion racket.

Nida Khan was taken
into custody by Nashik po-
lice after her anticipatory
bail was rejected by the
court. She was produced
before a Nashik court on
Friday following a joint op-
eration by Nashik and
Chhatrapati Sambhajina-
gar police.

The controversy has
intensified political ten-
sions in the state, with the
ruling BJP mounting pres-
sure on AIMIM over the
sensitive case.

BJP’s Nitesh Rane demands ban on AIMIM similar to PFI crackdown

MI News Service, Islam-
abad : A year after getting
crushed by India during
Operation Sindoor, Pak-
istan's Chief of Defence
Staff, Field Marshal Asim
Munir, has issued an un-
provoked threat, saying
any future "misadventure"
against Islamabad will re-
sult in "extremely wide-
spread, dangerous,
far-reaching and painful"
consequences for New
Delhi. Speaking at an
event at General Head-
quarters (GHQ) in
Rawalpindi, Munir, who is
also Pakistan's Army chief,
claimed that Islamabad's
strategy was "superior" to
that of India during the
May 2025 conflict.

"Our enemies should
know that if any attempt is
made in the future to carry
out a misadventure against
Pakistan, then the impact
of war would not be lim-

ited, but extremely wide-
spread, dangerous, far-
reaching and painful," he
said, according to a report
by Dawn. 

Munir further alleged
that India "made a failed
attempt to test our resolve
by violating the sover-
eignty and territory" of
Pakistan during the mili-
tary conflict last year. He
claimed Islamabad re-
sponded "with full national
unity and military force".

He further claimed that
the conflict between the
two nuclear powers "was
not merely a traditional
war fought between two
countries or militaries, but
in reality, it was a decisive
marka (battle) between
two ideologies, in which,
thanks to Allah, the truth
won and falsehood was
met with defeat."

Quoting a Quranic
verse, he alleged that the

May 2025 conflict was "not
a sudden incident", but
rather a part of India's
"tactics".

"The false flag opera-
tions of 2001, 2008, 2016
and 2019 are a testament
that even in the past, India
has made failed attempts
to impose an illegitimate
war on Pakistan and [...]
achieve narrow-minded,
long-term political and
military objectives through
allegations, exaggeration,
warmongering and mis-
leading imagination of lim-
ited aggression," Munir
reportedly said.

Reiterating his warn-
ing, Munir said that if
"Pakistan's enemies" un-
dertook any such move in
the future, the effects of
war would not remain lim-
ited. This is not the first
time Munir has issued un-
provoked threats directed
at New Delhi. In December

last year, he threatened
India with Pakistan's so-
called military prepared-
ness, asserting that
Islamabad's response in
future conflicts would be
"swifter, more severe, and
more intense". He esca-
lated his threats by claim-
ing that Indian
infrastructure, including
dams on the Indus River,
could be targeted.

India launched Opera-
tion Sindoor on May 7 last
year in response to the Pa-
halgam terror attack, car-
rying out airstrikes on nine
terror infrastructures in
Pakistan and Pakistan-Oc-
cupied Kashmir (PoK) that
eliminated at least 100 ter-
rorists. The strikes trig-
gered a rapid escalation in
tensions, with Pakistan
launching retaliatory
strikes, though most of
them were thwarted by the
Indian military.

MI News Service,
Jerusalem: The Israeli mil-
itary said Monday that a
reservist was killed by a
Hezbollah explosive drone
attack near the Lebanon
border on Sunday, bring-
ing to 18 the number of Is-
raeli soldiers killed since
the current round of fight-
ing with Hezbollah began
on March 2.

The soldier was identi-
fied as Command Sergeant
Major Alexander Glo-
vanyov, 47, a heavy trans-
port vehicle driver in the
6924th Transport Battal-
ion. According to official
Israeli figures, four Israeli
civilians have also been
killed in Hezbollah attacks
since March 2.

In Lebanon, Israeli at-
tacks have killed at least
2,846 people and wounded
8,693 others, the Lebanese
Health Ministry said on
Sunday. The Israeli mili-
tary issued an evacuation
warning on Saturday, urg-
ing residents of nine vil-
lages and towns in
southern Lebanon and the
western Bekaa to flee and
stay at least 1,000 meters
away from their homes,
citing imminent strikes.

Despite a fragile cease-
fire, Israel escalated its
bombardment of Beirut's
southern suburbs on
Thursday, saying it was
targeting Hezbollah sites.

Israeli soldier
killed in Hezbol-
lah drone attack

near Lebanon 

MI News Service, Kolkata,
May 11, 2026 : In connection
with left over doubling work
in Samastipur-Darbhanga
section of Samastipur Divi-
sion over East Central Rail-
way, Pre
Non-Interlocking/Non-Inter-
locking Rambhadrapur,
Hayaghat & Thalwara sta-
tions including CRS inspec-
tion from 09.05.2026 to
14.05.2026. Consequently,
the following trains will be
regulated as under:

Diversion of Trains:
• 07006 Raxaul-Charla-

palli Special (JCO 13.05.2026)
will be diverted via Samas-
tipur-Muzaffarpur-Sagauli-
Raxaul instead of existing
route Samastipur-Darb-
hanga-Sitamarhi-Raxaul.

• 07051 Tirupati-Raxaul
Special (JCO 11.05.2026),
07052 Raxaul-Tirupati Spe-
cial (JCO 14.05.2026), 13043
Howrah-Raxaul Express (JCO
13.05.2026) & 13044 Raxaul-
Howrah Express (JCO
14.05.2026) will be diverted
via Samastipur-Muzaffarpur-
Sitamarhi instead of existing
route Samastipur-Darb-
hanga-Sitamarhi in both di-
rections. Short-termination
at/short-origination of trains:

• 13185 Sealdah-Jayna-
gar Express (JCO 11.05,
12.05 & 13.05.2026), 13031
Howrah-Jaynagar Express
(JCO 11.05, 12.05 &
13.05.2026) and 15553 Bha-
galpur-Jaynagar Express
(JCO 12.05, 13.05 &
14.05.2026) will be short-ter-
minated at Barauni Jn.

• 17008 Darbhanga-
Charlapalli Express (JCO
12.05.2026), 13186 Jayna-
gar-Sealdah Express (JCO
12.05, 13.05 & 14.05.2026),
13032 Jaynagar-Howrah Ex-
press (JCO 12.05, 13.05 &
14.05.2026) and 15554 Jay-
nagar-Bhagalpur Express
(JCO 12.05, 13.05 &
14.05.2026) will be short-
originated from Barauni Jn.

• 18105 Rourkela-Jayna-
gar Express (JCO
12.05.2026), 17007 Charla-
pali-Darbhanga Express (JCO
12.05.2026) will be short-ter-
minated at Samastipur Jn.

• 18106 Jaynagar-
Rourkela Express (JCO
13.05.2026) will be short-
originated from Samastipur
Jn.

Moreover, 15553 Bha-
galpur-Jaynagar Express
(JCO 11.05.2026) will be
rescheduled for 1 hour from
Bhagalpur.

REGULATION OF
TRAINS FOR
NON-INTER-

LOCKING WORK
OVER EAST CEN-
TRAL RAILWAY

A Year After Op Sindoor, Pak Army Chief's Unprovoked Threat To India

MI News Service, Kolkata, May 11, 2026 : In a landmark na-
tionwide effort to improve newborn survival, the National
Neonatology Forum (NNF) India has celebrated NRP Day on
May 10th with large-scale, hands-on skill training programs
being conducted across India. This initiative represents one
of the largest synchronized healthcare training efforts in the
country. This historic initiative is being led under the leader-
ship of Dr. Lallan Kumar Bharti, President, NNF India, with
the vision of ensuring that every newborn receives timely and
effective resuscitation support at birth. Newborn mortality re-
mains a major public health challenge in India. A significant
proportion of neonatal deaths occur due to inability of the
baby to establish breathing at birth. The first few minutes
after birth are critical, and timely intervention by trained
healthcare providers can prevent these avoidable deaths.
Simple, evidence-based skills to help babies breathe at birth
can make the difference between life and death.Recognizing
this urgent need, NNF India has conceptualized and executed
this massive capacity-building initiative. Across the country,
998 training courses are being conducted, with nearly 20,000
healthcare providers participating. These trainings are reach-
ing not only metropolitan cities but also rural and remote re-
gions, including geographically challenging areas. In West
Bengal, this initiative is being implemented across multiple
centres, contributing significantly to strengthening newborn
care services in the state. Local Training Details:Venue: Cen-
tral Hospital, South Eastern Railway, Garden Reach, Kolkata
700043 Course Coordinator: Dr. Anindya Bera Number of
Participants Trained: 14 These hands-on trainings are being
conducted completely free of cost and include healthcare
workers from both government and private sectors. This in-
clusive approach ensures wider reach and uniform strength-
ening of newborn care practices. NNF India has played a
crucial role in providing complete support for planning, co-
ordination, standardization, and execution of these trainings
across all centres, ensuring quality and consistency.

Nationwide Initiative to Strengthen Newborn Sur-
vival : NRP Day Celebrated Across West Bengal

MI News Service, Kolkata, May 11, 2026 : As a step for-
ward towards fulfilment of the need of the passengers,
Eastern Railway’s Sealdah Division has decided to intro-
duce 02 (two) pairs of EMU  local services between Krish-
nanagar City Jn. & Amghta Halt stations with effect from
13.05.2026.

31887 & 31889  Krishnanagar City Jn. – Amghata Halt
EMU local will leave Krishnanagar City Jn.  at  05:20 hrs.
& 22:15 hrs. to reach Amghata Halt at 05:35 hrs. & 22:30
hrs. respectively. And in opposite direction, 31888 & 31890
Amghata Halt – Krishnanagar  City Jn.  EMU local will
leave Amghata Halt at 05:43 hrs. & 22:40 hrs. to reach Kr-
ishnanagar City Jn. at 05:58 hrs. & 23:00 hrs. respectively.

Eastern Railway To Introduce Two(02) Pairs Of Emu
Services Between Krishnanagar City Jn. & Amghata

Halt Stations In Sealdah Division

MI News Service, Kolkata, May 11, 2026 : Due to Pre-Non
Interlocking/Non Interlocking/Post-Non Interlocking work
in Bilaspur Division over South East Central Railway, fol-
lowing trains will remained cancelled: -

Cancellation of trains:
• 22512 Kamakhya – Lokmanya Tilak Terminus

Karmabhoomi Express (Journey commencing on
13.06.2026).

• 22511 Lokmanya Tilak Terminus – Kamakhya
Karmabhoomi Express (JCO 16.06.2026).

• 17321 Vasco Da Gama – Jasidih Express (JCO
12.06.2026).

• 17322 Jasidih – Vasco Da Gama Express (JCO
15.06.2026).

• 17005 Hyderabad – Raxaul Express (JCO
11.06.2026).

• 17006 Raxaul – Hyderabad Express (JCO
14.06.2026).

• 17007 Charlapalli – Darbhanga Express (JCO
09.06.2026 & 13.06.2026).

• 17008 Darbhanga – Charlapalli Express (JCO
09.06.2026 & 12.06.2026).

• 22843 Bilaspur – Buxar Express (JCO 12.06.2026).
• 22844 Buxar – Bilaspur Express (JCO 13.06.2026).
• 13425 Malda Town – Surat Express (JCO 13.06.2026).
• 13426 Surat – Malda Town Express (JCO 15.06.2026).

CANCELLATION OF TRAINS FOR
NON-INTERLOCKING WORK OVER
SOUTH EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY
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TASHKENT : India's U-17
girls continued their strong
run at the Asian Boxing U17
Championships 2026, with
eight boxers advancing to the
finals and four boxers finish-
ing with bronze medals after
the semifinals in Tashkent,
Uzbekistan. 

Rakhi (46kg) led the
charge with a commanding
RSC win in the third round
against Yating Zhang of
China (CHN). In 48kg, Khushi
Chand secured a dominant
5:0 victory over Mungunzul
Altamgadasa of Mongolia
(MGL).

In the 52kg category,
Mamta Murlidhar Raut went
down 0:5 against Yaxin Qiu of
China (CHN), while Laxmi
Manjunath Lamani (54kg)
lost 1:4 to Kumriniso
Muhammadova of Uzbekistan
(UZB).

Navya (57kg) advanced to
the final with an RSC win in
the second round against
Dagiimaa Chuluutumur of
Mongolia (MGL). In the 60kg,
Ishika lost a closely contested
2:3 bout to Balym Gabitkyzy
of Kazakhstan (KAZ). Diya
(63kg) secured a dominant
first-round RSC victory over
Jia-En Song of Chinese Taipei

(TPE).
In the 66kg category,

Harnoor Kaur went down 0:5
against Ayaulym Ospanova of
Kazakhstan (KAZ).Himanshi
(70kg) won by RSC in the first
round against Jude Habi of
Jordan (JOR).In 75kg, Jyoti
progressed with an RSC win
in the first round against
Cheng-Hui Zou of Chinese
Taipei (TPE). Vanshika (80kg)
registered a solid 4:1 victory
over Feruzabonu Kamolova
of Uzbekistan (UZB).

In the 80+kg category,
Gurseerat Kaur sealed her
place in the final with a first-
round RSC win against Xin-
Ying Huang of Chinese Taipei
(TPE).

With eight finalists con-
firmed and four bronze
medals secured, the Indian
U-17 girls' team will now aim
to convert their strong per-
formances into gold medals
in the finals.

India's U-15 boys deliv-
ered a solid performance in
the semifinals at the Asian
Boxing U15 Championships
2026, with six boxers advanc-
ing to the finals and seven
boxers finishing with bronze
medals in Tashkent,
Uzbekistan.

AHMEDABAD : Gujarat Titans will look
to continue their strong winning
momentum when they host Sunrisers
Hyderabad in Match 56 of the Indian
Premier League 2026 at the Narendra
Modi Stadium on Tuesday.

Both teams head into the contest in
impressive form, making the encounter
a crucial battle in the race for playoff
positions. Gujarat Titans currently occu-
py third place on the points table with
seven wins from 11 matches and arrive
on the back of four consecutive victo-
ries. Their latest triumph came in dom-
inant fashion against the Rajasthan
Royals, whom they defeated by 77 runs
in Jaipur.

Led by Shubman Gill, the Titans
have found consistency at a critical
stage of the tournament, with both their
batting and bowling units clicking
together during the winning run.
Playing at home will further boost their

confidence as they aim to strengthen
their position in the top four.

Sunrisers Hyderabad, meanwhile,
have emerged as one of the form teams
of the season after recovering strongly
from a difficult start. 

After losing three of their opening
four matches, the side led by Pat
Cummins has staged a remarkable
turnaround, winning six of their last
seven games to climb to second place in
the standings, just behind Royal

Challengers Bengaluru.
The clash also brings together two

sides with contrasting head-to-head
numbers. Gujarat Titans have largely
dominated the rivalry since both teams
first met in 2022, winning five of their
seven encounters against Hyderabad.
Sunrisers have managed just one victo-
ry, while one match ended without a
result. Their most recent meeting,
played in May last year, ended in a
Gujarat Titans victory, and the hosts will
once again look to make home advan-
tage count in what promises to be one of
the key contests of the league stage.

When: Tuesday, May 12, 7:30 PM IST
Where: Narendra Modi Stadium,

Ahmedabad
Where to watch: The GT vs SRH

match will be broadcast on Star Sports
channels, with JioHotstar live-stream-
ing the game.

Squads:

Gujarat Titans: Shubman Gill (c), Jos
Buttler (wk), Kumar Kushagra, Glenn
Phillips, Rashid Khan, Manav Suthar,
Nishant Sindhu, Washington Sundar,
Mohammed Siraj, Prasidh Krishna,
Kagiso Rabada, Ravisrinivasan Sai
Kishore, Jayant Yadav, Ishant Sharma,
Ashok Sharma, Jason Holder, Tom
Banton, Luke Wood, Sai Sudharsan,
Rahul Tewatia, Arshad Khan, Anuj
Rawat, Kulwant Khejroliya, Gurnoor
Brar, M Shahrukh Khan

Sunrisers Hyderabad: Travis Head,
Ishan Kishan, Heinrich Klaasen,
Smaran Ravichandran, Abhishek
Sharma, Harsh Dubey, Kamindu
Mendis, Nitish Kumar Reddy, Pat
Cummins (c), Eshan Malinga, Jaydev
Unadkat, Harshal Patel, Salil Arora,
Praful Hinge, Liam Livingstone, Shivam
Mavi, Jack Edwards, Brydon Carse,
Sakib Hussain, Zeeshan Ansari, Aniket
Verma, Amit Kumar, Krains Fuletra

SAI RAMPS UP 

SUPPORT FOR INDIAN

WEIGHTLIFTERS AHEAD

OF COMMONWEALTH

AND ASIAN GAMES
NEW DELHI : The Sports Authority of
India (SAI) has intensified its support for
Indian weightlifting with a combined
investment of nearly Rs 1.95 crore
towards international competition expo-
sure and long-duration national coaching
camps, as the country's lifters compete at
the ongoing Asian Senior Weightlifting
Championships in Gandhinagar. 

The government had sanctioned
approximately Rs 70.45 lakh for India's
participation in the ongoing Asian Senior
Weightlifting Championships being held
in Gujarat till May 17, with an initial con-
tingent comprising 22 athletes, six coach-
es, five support staff, and three referees
for the continental event. The champi-
onships are seen as a crucial benchmark
competition in the build-up to the 2026
Commonwealth Games and 2026 Asian
Games.

Among the promising Khelo India
Athletes competing in Gandhinagar are
Bedabarat Bharali (79kg), Parv
Chaudhary (94kg), Gyaneshwari Yadav
(53kg), Sanjana (77kg), Maibam Martina
Devi (+86kg), Charu Pesi (65kg), T
Madhavan (71kg), Valluri Ajaya Babu
(79kg), Abhishek Nipane (88kg), Komal
Kohar (48kg), and Koyel Bar (53kg).

Alongside competition support, SAI
has also approved two parallel elite
national coaching camps running from
April 1 to August 31 at Weightlifting
Warriors, Modinagar, and the Netaji
Subhas National Institute of Sports in
Patiala. The 122-day camps, backed with
?60.23 lakh and ?64.75 lakh respectively,
are aimed at preparing senior men and
women lifters for major international
events and qualification pathways linked
to the Commonwealth Games and Asian
Games cycle.

Ten athletes each are a part of the two
camps being organised through SAI
Lucknow and SAI NSNIS Patiala, respec-
tively, until the end of August.

DUBAI : India's Javagal Srinath and Nitin
Menon are amongst the elite panel of match
referees and umpires kept unchanged by the
International Cricket Council (ICC) for the 2026
27 international cricket season. 

The decision comes after an annual review
and selection process was conducted compre-
hensively by the ICC's Umpire Selection Panel,
which determined that the current group of
elite officials would continue in their roles,
reflecting satisfaction with their strong contri-
bution over the past year.

"The decision to retain the Emirates ICC
Elite Panel for the 2026-27 season reflects the
consistency and high standards that have
come to define officiating at the international
level. Over the past year, the panels have
demonstrated a strong blend of accuracy, com-
posure, and professionalism, which is critical
to maintaining the integrity of the game.

"What stands out is not just the quality of
decision-making, but the ability to operate
with clarity and confidence in high-pressure
situations, across formats and conditions. That
consistency provides assurance to players,
teams, and fans alike.

"On behalf of the ICC, I would like to con-

gratulate all members of the panels on their
re-selection. Their performances over the past
season have fully justified this continuity, and
we look forward to seeing them build further
on these standards in the year ahead," said
ICC CEO Sanjog Gupta.

The Umpire Selection Panel, comprising
ICC General Manager - Cricket Wasim Khan
(Chair), former English Premier League refer-
ee Mike Riley, former international umpire and
coach Peter Manuel, and former international
player and commentator Sanjay Manjrekar,
reviewed performances before deciding to

retain the existing panel.
"The decision reflects the ICC's commit-

ment to recognising and rewarding excellence,
with the panels' consistency and high stan-
dards demonstrated by members at the recent
ICC Men's T20 World Cup and in men's bilat-
eral cricket across the previous calendar year.

"The umpires' outstanding on-field per-
formances, professionalism, decision-making
accuracy, and third umpiring have contributed
significantly to the quality and integrity of
international cricket," added the ICC.

ICC Elite Panel of Match Referees
(2026/27): Jeff Crowe (New Zealand), Ranjan
Madugalle (Sri Lanka), Andrew Pycroft
(Zimbabwe), Richie Richardson (West Indies),
Javagal Srinath (India).

ICC Elite Panel of Umpires (2026/27):
Kumar Dharmasena (Sri Lanka), Christopher
Gaffaney (New Zealand), Adrian Holdstock
(South Africa), Richard Illingworth (England),
Richard Kettleborough (England), Nitin Menon
(India), Allahuddien Paleker (South Africa),
Ahsan Raza (Pakistan), Paul Reiffel (Australia),
Sharfuddoula Ibne Shahid (Bangladesh),
Rodney Tucker (Australia), Alex Wharf
(England).

KOLKATA : Nearly six
months after Lionel Messi's
controversial Kolkata
appearance spiralled into
chaos, organiser Satadru
Dutta has admitted he regrets
bringing the Argentine foot-
ball icon to the city, while
insisting that his intentions
were rooted in emotion and
football culture. 

Dutta reflected on the fall-
out from the event, which led
to massive controversy, alle-
gations of security lapses,
and his eventual arrest.

"It's not a couple of
months. It's now close to six
months. See, in my wildest
dream, I never thought this
because you know Messi,
Lionel Messi coming for his
first private tour starting
from Calcutta, Mecca foot-
ball, and then you know
things happen like this. I
never dreamt it," Dutta told
IANS. The organiser said his
attachment to Kolkata played
a key role in bringing Messi to
the city despite the logistical
and financial challenges
involved in securing the foot-
ball superstar for a private
appearance.

"If you ask me honestly, I
do regret bringing Messi to
Calcutta, but I had an emo-
tional connection with this
place, being a son of the soil.
I thought the fans should see

Messi, and Calcutta should
celebrate Lionel Messi foot-
ball. He's, you know, he being
a world champion, but then
as I told you, I never thought
that things would turn
around to this," he added.

Dutta claimed the event
represented years of effort
and persuasion to convince
Messi to undertake what he
described as the footballer's
first private tour. "It was a
three-year effort, you know,
three years of effort I have
given to bring Messi. And it
was very tough to convince
him. It was his first private
event, don't forget that," he
said.

The event, billed as one of
the biggest football spectacles
in the city in recent years,
ended amid crowd unrest
and allegations of organisa-
tional failure, with Dutta later
spending time in custody as
investigations into the inci-
dent began.

Despite the controversy,
Dutta maintained that ordi-
nary football fans were not
responsible for the event's
collapse. "And if I just get
support from the govern-
ment, just saying that, okay,
the security will be good, I
will go for Messi. Why not?
Because see, the fans have
not done anything wrong,
right?" he said.

KSS MEMORIAL
SHOOTING: NUPUR
KUMRAWAT TOPS
WOMEN'S 50M
RIFLE PRONE EVENT 
BHOPAL : Madhya Pradesh's Nupur
Kumrawat emerged on top in the 50m Rifle
Prone Women ISSF event at the 24th
Kumar Surendra Singh (KSS) Memorial
Shooting Championship, currently under-
way at the Madhya Pradesh State Shooting
Academy in Bhopal.  Nupur delivered a
superb performance on Monday to top the
women's field with a score of 624.3. Army
Marksmanship Unit's Priya finished second
with 623.9, while Maharashtra's Bhakti
Bhaskar Khamkar secured third place with
622.2.  Punjab's Anjum Moudgil was fourth
with 621.7, Gujarat's Lajjakumari
Tilakpuri Gauswami placed fifth with
620.0, Kerala's Vidarsa K Vinod finished
sixth with 619.2, Gujarat's Pallavi Suthar
was seventh with 618.9, and Railways'
Ayushi Podder completed the top eight
with 618.3. In the 50m Rifle Prone event
for junior women, Tamil Nadu's M.A.
Akschadha Aiswarya clinched the title with
an impressive score of 618.2. Punjab's
Nimrat Kaur Brar secured the silver medal
with 617.7, while Madhya Pradesh's
Pratha Rathod claimed bronze with 617.6.
Madhya Pradesh's Yugeshwari Bais fin-
ished fourth with 616.6, followed by
Punjab's Pranjali in fifth with 616.3,
Rajasthan's Khushi Jadeja in sixth with
616.3, NCC's Bhumi Sanjay Mahajan in
seventh with 615.3, and Chandigarh's Geet
in eighth with 615.2. 50m Rifle Prone
Youth Women Completing a double, M.A.
Akschadha Aiswarya also topped the youth
women's event with a score of 618.2,
underlining her dominance across cate-
gories. Punjab's Nimrat Kaur Brar finished
second with 617.7, while Madhya
Pradesh's Pratha Rathod secured third
place with 617.6. Madhya Pradesh's
Yugeshwari Bais was fourth with 616.6,
followed by Punjab's Pranjali in fifth with
616.3, Rajasthan's Khushi Jadeja in sixth
with 616.3, NCC's Bhumi Sanjay Mahajan
in seventh with 615.3, and Chandigarh's
Geet in eighth with 615.2.

Asian Boxing U15 & U17 C'ships 2026:

Indian U-17 girls enter 8 finals, 4 

boxers win bronze medals in Tashkent

IPL 2026: When and where to watch GT vs SRH, know all details

'I regret bringing Messi to
Calcutta': Organiser Satadru
Dutta breaks silence on legend's
chaotic India tour event

Srinath, Menon retained as ICC keeps elite panel 
of umpires, match referees unchanged for 2026 27

Dharamsala: Punjab Kings' Suryansh Shedge plays a shot during the Indian Premier League 2026

match between Punjab Kings and Delhi Capitals, at the Himachal Pradesh Cricket Association

Stadium in Dharamsala on Monday, May 11, 2026.                                                       (Photo: IANS)

MEXICO CITY : With one month
remaining before the FIFA World
Cup kicks off in Mexico City,
organisers across the three host
countries are finalising stadium
preparations and security plan-
ning, while teams monitor injuries
ahead of squad selections. 

The June 11-July 19 tourna-
ment will be the first World Cup to
feature 48 teams, with matches in
16 cities across the United States,
Canada, and Mexico. Here are
some of the key talking points as
the buildup enters its final stretch.

Host cities are racing to ensure
match venues and key infrastruc-
ture are ready for the tourna-
ment.

At Miami's Hard Rock
Stadium, crews face a tight sched-
ule to remove temporary facilities
used for this month's Formula
One Grand Prix and adapt the
complex to FIFA requirements,
while workers in New Jersey are
installing a temporary grass pitch
over MetLife Stadium's artificial
surface, reports Xinhua.

In Mexico City, renovation
work continues at Estadio Azteca,
which is due to stage the opening
match on June 11. The stadium
has faced legal and operational
complications linked to its refur-
bishment - notably a dispute over
luxury box access rights and con-
struction delays - although organ-
isers continue to say it will be
ready in time.

Mexico City International
Airport is also still undergoing
redevelopment ahead of the tour-
nament, with authorities saying
last month that work was about
70% complete.

TICKET SALES
FIFA President Gianni

Infantino has defended ticket
prices after seats for the final in
New Jersey were listed for more
than two million U.S. dollars on
the governing body's resale plat-
form.

"If somebody buys a ticket for
the final for two million dollars, I
will personally bring him a hot
dog and a Coke to make sure that

he has a great experience,"
Infantino told reporters earlier
this month.

He said the resale listings did
not reflect the original ticket
prices and argued FIFA's pricing
was consistent with other major
sporting events in the United
States.

FIFA has not provided a recent
update on overall ticket sales,
although it released additional
batches of tickets in April and May
through "last-minute sales" phas-
es. Secondary market data shows
tickets remain available for many
matches.

SECURITY ISSUES
Security planning has intensi-

fied across the three host coun-
tries in recent months. Mexican
President Claudia Sheinbaum said
in March that nearly 100,000
security personnel would be
deployed across Mexico City,
Guadalajara, and Monterrey dur-
ing the tournament, with authori-
ties increasing patrols around air-
ports, hotels, and fan zones.

Canada's public safety min-
istry announced additional fund-
ing in April for World Cup securi-
ty preparations, including support
for policing, border management,
and emergency coordination in
host cities. The ministry said up to
145 million Canadian dollars (105
million U.S. dollars) would be
made available to support safety
and security operations during
the tournament.

In the United States, federal
agencies are continuing to coordi-
nate preparations through the
White House task force estab-
lished for the World Cup.

One-month countdown: FIFA World
Cup preparations gather pace


