
Abhishek Slams BJP, EC Over SIR Notices; Questions ‘Infiltrator’ Claims
Allegations of public harassment over the SIR process have intensified, with the Trinamool Congress claiming that hearing notices are being issued even for minor dis-
crepancies. According to the party, several prominent personalities, including Nobel laureate Amartya Sen, Indian cricketer Mohammed Shami, actor Deepak Adhikari
(Dev) and former Indian women’s cricket captain Jhulan Goswami, have received such notices. The issue was raised strongly by Trinamool Congress national general
secretary Abhishek Banerjee, who launched a sharp attack on the BJP and the Election Commission. Questioning Union Home Minister Amit Shah, who is currently
on a visit to West Bengal, Banerjee said, “You speak only about infiltrators. Are Amartya Sen, Mohammed Shami, Deepak Adhikari and Jhulan Goswami examples of
infiltrators?” He also demanded that the Centre publish a white paper on development, accusing the BJP of making baseless allegations without accountability.
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Political polarisation hurting
transparency:AbhijitBanerjee
MI News Service, Kolkata : Nobel
laureate economist Abhijit Banerjee
has warned that political polarisa-
tion in India is eroding transparency
and making the country a “mystery”
for the world, even as the growth
numbers remain robust. In a recent
interview here, Nobel laureate
Banerjee said from an economic
standpoint, the most critical issues
confronting the country today were
media freedom and transparency,
arguing that investors ultimately
cared about data credibility rather
than political rhetoric.

"I think India is going through a
politically polarised phase in the
sense that there are many conflicts
that have existed for a long time,
and we have to decide, as a nation,
to what extent we want to be seen
as open and reliable. I think the real
issues have to do with media free-
dom," he said. "The most important
issues are media freedom and
transparency. Do we really know
what the numbers are? That's what
investors care about," Banerjee
said. While India has continued to
attract foreign investment, he de-
scribed the inflows as unstable and
highly sensitive to uncertainty. "We

have done reasonably well on for-
eign investment, but it's flighty. The
rupee is depreciating because
money isn't coming in fast enough,"

he said, linking currency weakness
to the absence of sustained capital
inflows. Banerjee cautioned that
policy unpredictability, combined
with internal polarisation, was un-
dermining the country's credibility
as a long-term investment destina-
tion. "People need to know what the
policy rules are. Will there be shifts
in attitude towards specific compa-
nies?" he said. "Unless we have a
very predictable and transparent
policy regime and a transparent
media, India will remain a mystery
to the world," he added. He said if
India wanted to deepen its capital
markets and attract long-term
global capital, transparency had to
be institutional rather than episodic.
"If we want to be the kind of place
where people always want to invest,
we need transparency at all levels,"
the 64-year-old economist said.

On whether identity politics had
overtaken growth priorities, Baner-
jee said such politics existed globally,
including in the United States, but
questioned whether the country's
leadership had sufficiently thought
through the practical roadmap to
development. "The government is
serious about development, but it

hasn't thought enough about what it
would actually take," he said.

"What is the roadmap, how to
get everybody a really high-quality
education, how to get out of this trap
of very few good jobs, and what
happens if AI takes away more of
those jobs?" he said. He warned that
headline GDP growth could not in-
definitely mask deeper social dis-
tress."GDP can grow, but if most
people don't have decent education,
growth will slow and misery will in-
crease. Distributional questions still
need to be addressed." Beyond mar-
kets, Banerjee flagged long-term
risks to political stability, arguing
that economic reform becomes
nearly impossible when trust in in-
stitutions breaks down.

"If people feel excluded from the
voting process, that creates other
problems," he said, adding that ero-
sion of trust makes consensus-dri-
ven reform extremely difficult.
Banerjee dismissed the term "dole
politics" to describe welfare, arguing
that large public transfers to the
middle and upper classes were
rarely acknowledged. "I really hate 
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We have done reason-
ably well on foreign in-
vestment, but it's flighty.
The rupee is depreciat-
ing because money isn't
coming in fast enough

‘’
Abhijit Banerjee 

Nobel laureate economist 

The Badrinath temple covered in snow after fresh snowfall, in Chamoli district, Uttarakhand.

Sharad Pawar has no idea
about Sunetra’s becoming

Maharashtra Dy CM

Sharad Pawar and Sunetra Pawar.

MI News Service, Baramati
: Amid reports that Sunetra
Pawar, wife of late Ajit
Pawar, will be sworn in as
the Maharashtra Deputy
Chief minister, NCP (SP)
chief, Sharad Pawar on Sat-
urday distanced himself
from the development,
claiming  that  he had no
idea about it. Addressing a
press conference in Bara-
mati on Saturday, Sharad
Pawar said that he had
found out about the swear-
ing-in of Sunetra only
through media reports.

"We don't know about
the swearing-in. We got to
know about it only through
the news. I have no idea
about the swearing-in," he
said, when asked if anyone
from the Pawar family
would be attending the cer-
emony.The NCP must have
made the decision, he
stated. "Some people like
Praful Patel and Sunil
Tatkare took the initiative.
These people might have
decided something," he
said. The veteran leader
further claimed that it was
his late nephew Ajit Pawar's
wish to unite both factions,
and that they were opti-
mistic about it."Now we feel
his wish should be fulfilled.
Ajit Pawar, Shashikant
Shinde and Jayant Patil had
initiated the talks about the
merger of the two factions.

Even the merger date had
been fixed — it was sched-
uled on the 12th (February).
Unfortunately, Ajit left us
before that," he said.
Sources from the NCP had
on Friday said that the
Rajya Sabha MP and Ajit
Pawar’s wife Sunetra  is
likely to be sworn in as
Deputy Chief minister of
Maharashtra on Saturday,
replacing her late husband
in the cabinet.

Following the tragic
death of Deputy Chief Min-
ister Ajit Pawar in the Jan-
uary 28 air crash in
Baramati, a section of Na-
tionalist Congress Party
(NCP) leaders had de-
manded that she be given
the post held by her late
husband in the Devendra
Fadnavis-led cabinet. Sen-
ior Pawar's remarks
clearly indicates a demar-
cation between politics and
family. In July 2023, the
NCP split into two factions
after Ajit Pawar walked out
of his party, breaking from
his uncle's side to carve his
own path in the political
history of the state. Ajit
Pawar wanted to give a
'gift' of reunion to uncle
Sharad Pawar on his birth-
day (December 12), but the
merger did not materialise
at the time, NCP (SP)
leader Ankush Kakade said
on Friday.

Some people like Praful Patel and
Sunil Tatkare took the initiative. These
people might have decided something‘’ Sharad Pawar, NCP (SP) chief 

Pope Leo invited to join Trump’s Board of Peace for ‘positive neutrality’
MI News Service, New Delhi /
Rome : Pope Leo XIV is among
the top world leaders invited to
join Donald Trump’s “Board of
Peace”, aimed at ending the con-
flict in Gaza and resolve conflicts
elsewhere in the world. But like
many other leaders including In-
dian Prime minister Narendra
Modi , the Vatican’s Secretary of
State has said the pope needs
time to consider whether to take
part. Leo, the first pope from the
United States, forcefully decried
conditions in Gaza in a Christ-
mas Eve address. He has told
journalists that the only solution
to the conflict is  the creation of
a separate Palestinian state. But
the Vatican has long described
its foreign policy as “positive
neutrality”.

Formal membership of state-

sponsored commissions has usu-
ally been avoided by the Holy
See, the central government of
the Catholic Church, which has
diplomatic relations with 184
countries, plus the European
Union and the Sovereign Military
Order of Malta, as well as a per-
manent observer status at the

United Nations.
Across nearly two millennia,

popes have been deeply involved
in peace efforts. They have me-
diated disputes, facilitated nego-
tiations, opened humanitarian
corridors and applied moral
pressure to restrain violence. Yet
they have almost always done so

from the sidelines: carefully po-
sitioned close enough to influ-
ence outcomes, but far enough
away to preserve credibility with
all parties.     The Holy See has
no army, no coercive economic
power and no capacity to enforce
compliance. What it has pos-
sessed, in varying degrees across

time, is moral authority, diplo-
matic reach and access to net-
works that cross borders,
ideologies and regimes.

In late antiquity, popes inter-
vened at moments of acute dan-
ger, relying on prestige and
symbolic authority rather than
force. Pope Leo I’s encounter
with Attila the Hun in 452, near
Mantua in northern Italy, illus-
trates this approach. The pope’s
message of peace persuaded the
ruler of the Huns not to destroy
Rome. Between the 10th and
14th centuries, the Peace of God
and Truce of God movements
sought to limit who could be at-
tacked, when fighting was per-
mitted and how warfare should
be conducted. These were not 
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only solution to the conflict is  the creation of
a separate Palestinian state. But the Vatican
has long described its foreign policy as
“positive neutrality” Pope Leo XIV 

India-France partnership a lifeline : CJI 
MI News Service, New Delhi : Describ-
ing that the “Indo-France partnership
is not a luxury but a lifeline”, Chief
Justice of India (CJI) Surya Kant has
said that the forces of disruption and
geopolitical tension is threatening to
destabilise the very framework of
international cooperation in the
present world.  

Speaking at the Indo-French Legal
and Business Conference here on Fri-
day night, the CJI said the relationship
between the two countries has long
transcended the purely diplomatic and
is instead a multi-dimensional archi-
tecture, encompassing everything
from the sanctity of the defence and
security cooperation to a shared pur-
suit of sustainable growth and ad-
vanced technologies."We have
witnessed a remarkable acceleration
in our bilateral trade, which has more
than doubled over the last decade,
surging from USD 6.4 billion in 2009-
10 to an impressive USD 15.11 billion

in the last fiscal year," he said.
Speaking on the topic of “Cross-

Border Dispute Resolution: Courts, Ar-
bitration and India-France Year of
Innovation 2026”, Justice Kant said,
“The relationship between France and
India is not a creation of convenience,
it is a bond forged over centuries.
Today, standing on the shoulders of
this history, we face a world trans-
formed by uncertainty. The forces of

disruption and geopolitical tension
threaten to destabilise the very frame-
work of international cooperation. In
such a world, the France-India part-
nership is not a luxury; it is a lifeline.”
He added that united by the shared
belief in democracy, the rule of law
and the pursuit of a peaceful and just
global order, both countries possess 
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We have witnessed a re-
markable acceleration in our
bilateral trade, which has
more than doubled over the
last decade, surging from
USD 6.4 billion in 2009-10 
to an impressive USD 15.11
billion in the last fiscal year

‘’

CJI Surya Kant

MI News Service, Chennai :
ISRO is currently working
towards the first uncrewed
mission of its ambitious
Gaganyaan Mission sched-
uled for 2027, its Chairman
V Narayanan has said.

The Gaganyaan mission
is India's first human space-
flight programme currently
under development. It aims
to send a three-member
crew on a three-day mission
to space and bring them
back safely to Earth.
"Gaganyaan programme is
planned for 2027. Before
that, three uncrewed mis-
sions are planned. We are
working towards the first
uncrewed mission," he told
reporters late Friday.He said
the ISRO is undertaking sev-
eral tests for the launch of

Gaganyaan's first uncrewed
mission G1, slated for
March, ahead of its human
spaceflight in 2027, Speak-
ing to reporters, Narayanan
stated that the tests are 
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Gaganyaan Crew Module (Representative Image)

Gaganyaan pro-
gramme is planned
for 2027. Before
that, three un-
crewed missions are
planned. We are
working towards the
first uncrewed mis-
sion," he told re-
porters late Friday.

‘’

V Narayanan, 
Chairman 

2026-27 budget
may put stress on
debt-to-GDP ratio
management
MI News Service, New Delhi
: Tomorrow’s Union Budget
is going to put emphasis on
easing the debt-to-GDP
ratio, which is around 56
per cent, instead of target-
ting a specific fiscal deficit
number as the country has
almost reached the end of
the glide path envisaged in
the FRBM legislation.

A fiscal deficit of 3-4 per
cent is considered comfort-
able and a desirable target
for a growing, developing
economy like India, aiming
to balance economic expan-
sion with financial stability.
Under the revised Fiscal Re-
sponsibility and Budget
Management (FRBM) Act,
the fiscal deficit target was
below 4.5 per cent of GDP
for 2025-26.

Therefore, the union
government announced a
new glide path with the
debt-to-GDP ratio as the fis-
cal anchor. So, the roadmap
for the next six years was
announced in the FRBM
statement released on Feb-
ruary 1, 2025. Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman,
in her Budget speech in July
2024, had said, "The fiscal
consolidation path an-
nounced by me in 2021 has
served our economy very
well, and we aim to reach a
deficit below 4.5 per cent
next year. The government
is committed to staying the
course." From 2026-27 on-
wards, she had said, "Our
endeavour will be to keep
the fiscal deficit each year 
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Congress
slams
govt
ahead of
Budget

MI News Service, New
Delhi ;A day ahead of the
2026-27 Union Budget,
the    Congress on Satur-
day questioned whether
the Budget numbers
would undergo revisions
very soon after they are
unveiled, as the new GDP
and Consumer Price
Index (CPI) series are to
be released just days after
the Budget, and said it re-
flects poorly on coordina-
tion in policy making.
Comments on the budget
proposals Congress Gen-
eral Secretary in-charge
of Communications,
Jairam Ramesh, noted
that the Budget to be pre-
sented on Sunday, where
"State governments will
be anxiously awaiting
what awaits them since
the Finance Minister will
be announcing the imple-
mentation of the recom-
mendations of the 16th
Finance Commission," In
a post on X he said the Fi-
nance Commission is a
body set up under Article
280 of the Constitution
every five years (or ear-
lier) to recommend the
share of the states in the
tax revenues collected by
the Centre, the distribu-
tion of this share among
the States, and special
grants for five years, he
said, adding that the 16th
Finance Commission
deals with the period
2026/27-2030/31.

"But there are two
other concerns. First,
many of the Budget's
numbers will be ex-
pressed as a  percentage
of GDP. However, just
twenty-six days later on
Feb 27, 2026 the new and
updated GDP series with
2022/23 as the base is
scheduled to be re-
leased," Ramesh said.
Would the Budget num-
bers then undergo revi-
sions very soon after they 
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‘’State governments
will be anxiously
awaiting what
awaits them since
the Finance Minister
will be announcing
the implementation
of the recommenda-
tions of the 16th 
Finance Commission

Jairam Ramesh
Cong General Secretary 

ISRO working towards
first uncrewed mission
for Gaganyaan in MarchCJI Surya Kant
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MI News Service, Portblair: 
Bajaj General Insurance Lim-
ited on Tuesday announced 
the launch of Fetal Flourish, a 
pioneering insurance rider de-
signed exclusively to support fe-
tal health and advanced in-utero 
medical interventions, priced 
at an affordable premium of 
₹1,025.

MI News Service, Kharagpur: 
A higher secondary student died 
under suspicious circumstanc-
es in Babla Govindpur village 
under Belda police station of 
Narayangarh block under West 
Medinipur district. His body was 
found hanging from a tree by the 
police. The name of the deceased 
is Soma Manna (19 years). She 
was a resident of Babla Govin-
dpur village and a student of 
Babla Sohagpur Upendra Vidya 
Bhavan Vidyalaya. She was a 
student of higher secondary ex-
amination. It is known that the 
people of the area had first seen 
the body hanging from the tree. 
Information about the incident 
was given to the relatives of the 
deceased and the police. The po-
lice removed the body from the 
tree and sent it to the hospital 
for post-mortem. Till the time of 
writing the news, the cause of 
death could not be known. The 
family members of the deceased 
say that she was mentally ill. The 
police is investigating the inci-
dent.

MI News Service, South 24 
Pgs: A newly married couple’s 
journey home ended in death 
and devastation. Two youths 
were killed and two others crit-
ically injured after a head –on 
collision between two motorcycle 
in the Madhabpur area under 
Mandirbazer police station.

The deceased identified as 
Chandan Vaidya, a residedent of 
Atapara, and Saharul Molla of 
Dadpur. The injured are Racha-
na Haldar and Tamin Hossain 
Piada, both of whom are battling 
for life in a Kolkata hospital. 
Chandan Vaidya and Ranchana 
Halder had reportedly  complet-
ed their registry marriage earli-
er in the day and were returning 
home after shopping when their 
motorcycle collided head –on 
with another bike coming from 
the opposite direction. The im-
pact was severe, throwing all 
four riders onto the road. Local 
residents rushed to the spot and 
immediately rescued the injured, 
taking them to a nearby hospi-
tal. Doctors declared Chandan 
Vaidya and Sahrul Molla dead on 
arrival. The incident has plunged 
both families into deep mourn-
ing. What was meant to be a day 
of celebration and new begin-
ning has turned into an unimag-
inable nightmare, with wedding 
festivities giving way to grief and 
despair. 

MI News Service, Baruipur: A 
tragic incident occurred around 
midnight in the Sitakunda area 
under Baruipur police station. 
The deceased have been identified 
as Nazim Sardar (20) and Kartik 
Mandal (45). The critically injured 
victim, Moidul, is currently under-
going treatment at SSKM Hospital, 
Kolkata, where his condition is 
reportedly to be extremely seri-
ous. Nazim Sardar and his friend 
Mioidul were travelling on  a mo-
torcycle from Phultala towards 
Sitakunda when the rider report-
edly lost control near Sitakunda. 
The speeding bike first rammed 
into a bicycle ridden by Kartik 
Mandal, who was returning home 
from work, and then crashed vio-
lently into a nearby electric pole. 
The impact all three onto the 
road. The deafening sound of the 
collision alerted local residents, 
who rushed to the spot and im-
mediately shifted to injured to 
Baruipur Subdivisional Hospital. 
Despite emergency efforts, doctors 
declared Nazim Sardar and Kartik 
Mandal dead on arrival. As Moid-
ul’s condition worsened, he was 
referred to SSKM hospital for ad-
vanced treatment. Police have sent 
the bodies for post –mortem exam-
ination and launched detailed in-
vestigation into the incident. Eye-
witnesses and local residents are 
being questioned to determine the 
sequences of events and the cause 
the crash. 

MI News Service, Coch  
Behar: The Cooch Behar-Kolk-
ata flight service has been com-
pletely shut down. The three-
year contract with the company 
called India One Air expired on 
Saturday, January 31st. Howev-
er, the flight service had already 
been suspended before that.

On January 8th, a flight land-
ed and took off from Cooch Behar 
airport only once. After that, the 
airline gradually started remov-
ing its staff and began disman-
tling its movable and immovable 
assets. The flight service on the 
Cooch Behar-Kolkata route was 
launched under the central gov-
ernment's UDAN scheme with a 
three-year contract. The service 
started on February 21, 2023. 
The service was suspended on 
Saturday, even before the con-
tract expired.

On January 10th, BJP Rajya 
Sabha MP and state president, 
Samik Bhattacharya, visited 
Cooch Behar and inspected the 
airport. He spoke with airport 
officials that day and discussed 
how to keep the airport opera-
tional in the future. Samik had 
stated that he had also raised 
this issue in the Rajya Sabha.

A section of businessmen in 
Cooch Behar are angered by 
the suspension of the flight ser-
vice. According to them, having 
a flight service makes it easy to 
travel to South Bengal for busi-
ness purposes. Suraj Ghosh, 
secretary of the District Busi-
ness Association, said, "This is a 
very unfortunate matter for our 
businessmen and the people of 
Cooch Behar. We had written to 
the Chief Minister of the state 
and the Minister of Civil Aviation 
regarding the continuation of 
this flight service." They further 
demanded that the flight service 
be resumed in collaboration with 
another airline.

MI News Service, South 24 
Pgs: South 24 Parganas was 
shaken by a powerful explosion 
late on Friday night after a car 
parked in Kulpi was badly dam-
aged, triggering panic in the 
surrounding area and sparking 
sharp political exchanges ahead 
of the elections.

The incident occurred around 
1 am in Chamnabuni village un-
der Gazipur Gram Panchayat of 
Kulpi, where a car belonging to 
Qutubuddin Paik, a local booth 
president, was parked under an 
asbestos shed. The blast was so 
intense that the vehicle was se-
verely mangled and the shed was 
completely destroyed. Residents 
reported hearing a loud explo-
sion that jolted the locality out of 
sleep and sent people rushing out 
of their homes in fear. Speaking 
about the incident, Qutubud-
din Paik said he was alerted by 
locals after the blast and later 
found his car and shop badly 
damaged. He alleged that an ex-
plosive device had been planted 
and demanded a thorough probe 
to identify those responsible. He 
also referred to a previous inci-
dent at his residence, claiming 
that earlier attacks had been 
proven. The incident quickly took 
on political overtones. While alle-
gations were made blaming op-
position forces for the explosion, 
the **Indian Secular Front (ISF)** 
rejected the charges and coun-
tered with claims that the blast 
occurred due to the presence of 
explosives allegedly stored in the 
area. According to the ISF, the in-
cident was being politically mis-
represented, an assertion strong-
ly contested by the other side. 
Local residents confirmed that 
the explosion caused widespread 
panic and tension in the village, 
with many expressing concern 
over safety in the area.

MI News Service, Kolkata:  
The Gahirmata Sea Sanctuary 
in Odisha recently witnessed the 
mesmerizing spectacle of the Ol-
ive Ridley turtles’ annual mass 
nesting, known as ‘Arribada’. 
Under the calm seas and dark 
skies of the new moon, thousands 
of female turtles emerged from 
the ocean and made their way to 
the beach, instinctively returning 
to the very sand where they were 
hatched.

Each turtle digs a pit near-
ly a foot and a half deep to lay 
around 100 eggs, which incubate 
for 45 to 60 days depending on 
sand temperature—a key factor 
that determines the sex of the 
hatchlings. As night falls, the 
hatchlings emerge and make 
their perilous journey toward the 
sea, with only a few surviving to 
adulthood.

These Olive Ridley turtles 

(Lepidochelys olivacea) spend 
their lives in the ocean, traveling 
long distances between feeding 
and mating grounds. Mating oc-
curs near Odisha’s coast from No-
vember to January, with females 
capable of mating with multiple 
males, while males return to the 
high seas afterward.

For centuries, Odisha’s beach-
es—particularly Gahirmata, Ri-
shikulia, and Devi river mouth—
have served as important nesting 
grounds. However, the species 
faces threats from coastal devel-
opment, marine pollution, and 
fishing practices. To mitigate 
these risks, the Indian Coast 
Guard (ICG) has conducted ma-
rine conservation initiatives since 
the early 1980s, working along-
side state forest and fisheries de-
partments, fishermen, and NGOs.

The ICG ensures safe passage 
for turtles during mating and 

nesting, conducts community 
programs on conservation, pro-
motes the use of turtle excluder 
devices, and trains fishermen to 
safely release accidentally caught 
turtles. The Olive Ridley turtle is 
a Schedule-I species under the 
Indian Wildlife Protection Act, 
receiving legal protection from 
hunting, poaching, and trade.

From 1 November 2024 to 
30 April 2025, ICG ships were 
deployed for 211 ship-days and 
aircraft for 161 hours 20 min-
utes. Forest Department surveys 
confirmed the Arribada, with 
5,55,638 eggs safely laid at Ru-
shikulya and Devi river mouth, 
highlighting the success of col-
laborative conservation efforts. 
As the Indian Coast Guard cel-
ebrates 50 years of service, the 
protection of Olive Ridley turtles 
remains a priority close to its 
heart.

MI News Service,  
Krishnanagar:  Krishnanagar 
witnessed tension on Saturday 
at an SIR (Special Intensive Revi-
sion) hearing camp due to the de-
layed arrival of an Assistant Elec-
toral Registration Officer (AERO). 
The camp was organised at the 
CMS School ground under the 
Krishnanagar Municipality for 
residents of the municipal area.

Local residents had started 
queuing up from early morning 
for the hearings. However, it was 
alleged that the AERO of Part No. 

86 under Ward No. 18 failed to 
arrive on time. Although the of-
ficial was scheduled to reach the 
venue at 10 am, he did not turn 
up even after 11:30 am, leading 
to growing frustration among 
those waiting in line.

As a result, protesters began 
demonstrating at the venue. They 
alleged that AEROs arrive late on 
a regular basis, causing harass-
ment to people who come for 
hearings. When the AERO finally 
reached the camp nearly one and 
a half hours late, agitated resi-

dents surrounded him and inten-
sified their protest. Many people, 
who had been standing in queues 
for a long time, lost patience.

The situation gradually re-
turned to normal after the hear-
ing process began. It was learnt 
that the AERO assured that he 
would arrive on time at the hear-
ing centre from Sunday onwards.

The repeated delays and al-
leged mismanagement at hearing 
centres have triggered resent-
ment among voters in different 
areas.

MI News Service,  
Siliguri:   Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah on Saturday said that 
after the Bengal Assembly polls, 
a BJP chief minister is set to take 
charge of the state, and all the 
land required for fencing will be 
provided to the Border Security 
Force (BSF) within 45 days.

Home Minister asserted that 
infiltration would be completely 
stopped and infiltrators identified 
and deported.

Addressing a public gather-
ing in Bagdogra, Shah said in-
filtration in West Bengal was no 
longer just a state issue but had 
become a matter of national se-
curity, alleging that the present 
state government was allowing it 
to continue.

"Mamata Didi is not going 
to give the land even after the 
High Court's order. But don't 
worry, her time is up. By the end 
of April, the Bharatiya Janata 
Party's Chief Minister will hand 

over all land to the BSF within 
45 days. I am saying this today, 
not only will the infiltration stop, 
but every single infiltrator will 
be identified and sent back from 
Bengal. And that is why Mamata 
Banerjee is afraid of the SIR, be-
cause she knows that if the SIR 
is implemented, the infiltrators 
will be removed," he said while 
addressing worker's conference.

Home Minister said that infil-
tration in West Bengal is not just 
a state issue but a matter of na-
tional security, alleging that the 
Mamata Banerjee-led govern-
ment is allowing it to continue.

"It is necessary to remove 
this government that is allowing 
the infiltration. The government 
changed in Assam, and the infil-
tration stopped. There is a BJP 
government in Gujarat, and there 
is no infiltration. There is a BJP 
government in Rajasthan, and 
there is no infiltration."

Union Home Minister Amit 

Shah alleged that West Bengal 
government officials were not 
cooperating with the Election 
Commission during the Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls, and said the BJP is 
fully supporting the exercise to 
ensure a "purified" voter list.

"In the SIR (Special Intensive 
Revision), Mamata Banerjee's 
officers are not cooperating with 
the Election Commission. But the 
Bharatiya Janata Party is sup-
porting the SIR, and we will en-
sure that the voter list is purified 
here. We will give our full coop-
eration to the Election Commis-
sion," he said.

He also criticised the Mamata 
Banerjee-led government over 
the condition of tea garden work-
ers, claiming they had not re-
ceived real benefits, and asserted 
that, like Assam, the BJP would 
grant tea garden workers in Ben-
gal ownership rights over their 
land if voted to power.

MI News Service, Coch  
Behar:   Following a declaration 
by a government doctor that he 
would not treat police officers, 
the authorities of MJN Medical 
College in Cooch Behar have is-
sued him a show-cause notice. 
He has been asked to explain 
why he made such a statement as 
a physician. The letter states that 
a doctor on duty at a government 
hospital cannot discriminate 
against patients based on their 
social, religious, or ethnic back-
ground, or profession.

Dr. Asit Chakraborty, a sur-
geon at the government medical 
college in Cooch Behar, has al-
leged that the police have failed 
to solve the burglary at his home 
and have not recovered the sto-

len 5 lakh rupees.
Initially on social media, and 

later verbally, the doctor declared 
that no police officer would re-
ceive treatment from him at the 
hospital. He stated that the police 

had not been helpful to him, and 
therefore, he would not treat any 
police officer. After this news was 
published, it caused a stir within 
the district health department. 
On Saturday, the hospital author-
ities sent a show-cause letter to 
Dr. Asit Chakraborty. He has been 
asked to provide an explanation 
for his statement within 48 hours 
of receiving the letter. The princi-
pal of MJN Medical College, Nir-
mal Mandal, has sent the show-
cause notice to the doctor.

On Saturday, the MSVP of MJN 
Medical College, Sauradip Roy, 
said, "Dr. Chakraborty's post in 
the media has created a stir. He 
has been asked to explain the 
context and reasons behind his 
post within the next two days." 

MI News Service, Hooghly:   Hooghly has been gripped 
by a fresh political controversy after allegations surfaced 
in Goghat that a family was deprived of drinking water 
supply due to its political affiliation. The issue has trig-
gered sharp reactions from opposition, while local rep-
resentatives of the ruling party have strongly denied the 
charges.

The incident has been reported from the Bagpara area 
under Saora Gram Panchayat in Goghat, where a family 
claiming allegiances to the opposition party that the Sajal 

Dhar drinking water supply their  home has been delib-
erately stopped. The family has also complained that they 
were from a nearby neighborhood tap, forcing them to 
depend on others for drinking water. When reporters vis-
ited the area, a Sajal Dhar pipeline was found installed at 
the house, but no water was flowing through it. Shampa 
Santra, a member of the affected family, alleged that the 
local panchayat members had cut their household water 
connection and told them that they would not be provided 
services because of their political identity. 

MI News Service, Shantipur:  
An unidentified device found ly-
ing on a road in the Maniknagar 
area under Shantipur police lim-
its  in West Bengal’s Nadia district 
on Saturday morning triggered 
concern among local residents 
before authorities clarified that it 
was likely a weather monitoring 
instrument.

According to locals, several 
components were seen scattered 
on the road, including a white 
box-shaped object with a blinking 
red light and a thin white sheet-
like material attached to a string. 

A parachute-like piece of fabric 
was also found nearby. Residents 
claimed the objects appeared to 
have fallen from the sky.

Local resident Biplab Joward-
ar said people in the area were 
unable to identify the objects and 
grew anxious, prompting them to 
inform the police.

Police from Shantipur police 
station reached the spot after 
receiving information and recov-
ered the items. Administrative 
sources said there was no imme-
diate threat and urged people not 
to panic. Preliminary assessment 

suggested the parts may have de-
tached from a larger device be-
fore landing on the ground.

The incident drew attention 
as Nadia district includes areas 
close to the international border, 
where security surveillance re-
mains heightened. A crowd gath-
ered at the site as news of the 
mysterious objects spread.

However, the nature of the de-
vice became clearer after local 
youths searched online using im-
age recognition tools. The objects 
reportedly matched components 
of a weather observation system, 
possibly a radiosonde attached to 
a weather balloon. Such instru-
ments are used to collect atmo-
spheric data, including tempera-
ture, humidity and air pressure, 
and typically descend with a 
small parachute after completing 
their task.

Police have initiated an inqui-
ry to determine the origin of the 
device. Members of science or-
ganisations have also been con-
tacted for technical verification. 
Authorities advised residents to 
avoid handling unknown objects 
and to inform police in similar 
situations.

MI News Service, Kharagpur:  
Jhargram cyber police station 
has arrested three accused in 
the case of fraud worth lakhs of 
rupees through online medium. 
They were arrested from Ag-
arpada area of Khadda police 
station of North 24 Parganas. 
According to police sources, 
the three arrested accused are 
residents of different police sta-

tion areas of Jamtara district of 
Jharkhand state. The names of 
the arrested accused are Nayan 
Kumar Das (resident of Vidyasa-
gar village of Karamta police 
station), Sagar Das (resident 
of Maldi village of Narayanpur 
police station) and Kaushik Das 
(resident of Vidyasagar village 
of Karamta police station). It is 
known that in the month of May 

last year, an employee of Padi-
hati Gram Panchayat of Jambani 
police station area of Jhargram 
district had lodged a complaint 
of online fraud of three and a 
half lakh rupees in the cyber po-
lice station of Jhargram. 
Investigating the complaint, po-
lice, using various sources and 
technical assistance, arrested 
three accused from Agarpara 
area. The accused were living 
in a house on rent in the area. 
It was told that when the com-
plainant had applied online for 
a debit card, the miscreants had 
fraudulently stolen Rs 3.5 lakh 
through his old debit card. The 
police presented the three ac-
cused in the Jhargram district 
court. The police had applied for 
10 days police custody. The judge 
partially accepted the plea and 
ordered the accused to be kept in 
police custody for 7 days.

MI News Service, Howrah:  
A grand free health check-up 
camp was organized on Thurs-
day at the Indian Institute cam-
pus in Naul, Shyampur, Howrah, 
through the joint initiative of the 
Indian Institute of Education and 
Ankur Public School.

A total of 740 men and wom-
en received health check-ups 
on this day. ​​Along with general 
health check-ups, ECG, physio-
therapy, blood tests, and eye ex-
aminations were also conducted. 
ECG was performed on 110 peo-
ple, physiotherapy on 33, blood 
tests on 300, and eye examina-
tions on 260.

The health check-ups were 
conducted by the college's 
vice-president Dr. Abid Hasan, 
Dr. Mofida Khatun, along with 
Dr. Anil Kumar Guchhait, RMO of 
Jhumjhumi Rural Hospital, and 

ophthalmologist Dr. T.R. Khan.
On this day, speeches on 

health awareness were deliv-
ered by the college president 
Moinuddin Midde, secretary 
Sheikh Ghulam Ehiya, joint 
secretary Firoz Midde, social 
worker Bablu Khan, Dr. Anil Ku-
mar Guchhait, and others. HOD 
Sourav Mishra, acting teacher 
Prabir Ghosh, and many others 

were also present.
The health camp generated a 

significant response in the area. 
At the health camp, the college 
secretary Sheikh Ghulam Ehi-
ya said, "Along with education, 
we also engage in various other 
social activities. Throughout the 
year, we organize cultural, social, 
and health-related seminars, as 
well as blood donation drives."

MI News Service, Siliguri:  
The emaciated carcass of ‘Sweet-
ie’, a leopard rescued from Sili-
guri's Bengal Safari Park, has 
been recovered. The body was 
found in the leopard safari en-
closure. The cause of its death 
remains unclear.

In 2023, forest officials res-
cued the nearly dead cub from 
beside its mother's carcass in a 
garden in the Ghoshpukur range 
of the Kurseong division. It was 
then transported approximately 
44 kilometers to the animal hos-
pital at Bengal Safari in Siliguri. 
The orphaned leopard cub, just 
two days old, was brought back 
from the brink of death. This 
story of ‘Sweetie’ was published 

in the International Journal of 
Veterinary Science and Animal 
Husbandry. The death of this 
leopard has sparked an uproar.

On Saturday, a represen-
tative from the Bengal Safari 
Park authorities stated that they 
had worked tirelessly to nurse 
‘Sweetie’ back to health. A med-
ical team was formed to treat 
her. She gradually recovered at 
the safari park. After growing 
up, ‘Sweetie’ was included in the 

leopard safari. She was regular-
ly released from her enclosure 
into the larger area and would 
return to her enclosure on time. 

'Sweetie' used to roam 
around the enclosure every day. 
She had been missing for about 
a month. Forest officials had 
been searching for her, but the 
leopard could not be found. On 
Saturday, following the discov-
ery of her emaciated carcass, 
the safari park director declined 
to make any specific comments. 
He only said, "The emaciated 
body was recovered during pa-
trolling. She was in the enclo-
sure. The cause of death will be 
known after the post-mortem 
examination."

MI News Service, Asansol:  
Asansol Municipal Corporation 
embroiled in another PF contro-
versy!

Municipal sanitation workers 
have alleged that their Provi-
dent Fund (PF) contributions 
have been deducted for the past 
13 months, but the money has 
not been deposited. They have 
launched a protest demanding an 
investigation, raising allegations 
of corruption.

The Asansol Municipal Cor-
poration employs approximately 
three thousand sanitation work-
ers. They all stopped work and 
began protesting from the morn-
ing, with many sitting in front 
of the municipal office. Their 
protest centered on four main 
demands: a monthly salary of Rs. 
15,000; permanent employee sta-
tus instead of contractual or daily 
wage worker status; activation 
of PF and ESI (Employees' State 
Insurance) for all, or provision 
of information if already active; 
issuance of work identity cards; 
and provision of specific uniforms 
and equipment for sanitation 
work.

During the protest, the workers 

made another serious allegation. 
They claimed that upon visiting 
the PF office in Durgapur, they 
discovered that no one's contri-
butions had been deposited, de-
spite deductions being made for 
the past 13 months. They stated 
that they had been trying to meet 
with Mayor Bidhan Upadhyay 
since the 13th of this month, but 
to no avail. Therefore, they were 
forced to resort to protest. Manas 
Das, the Mayor-in-Council for the 
sanitation department, attempt-
ed to speak with the workers, but 
the protesters remained firm on 
their demands. Later, Municipal 
Chairman Amarnath Chatterjee 
also tried to speak with the pro-
testers. However, the sanitation 

workers clearly stated that they 
would not resume work unless 
their demands were met. As a 
result, sanitation work in Asansol 
city has come to a standstill.

Manas Das, the May-
or-in-Council for the sanitation 
department, stated that the pro-
testing workers would be pro-
vided with identity cards soon. 
He added that they are trying 
to resolve the PF issue quickly 
by consulting with the accounts 
department. However, he said 
that increasing the salary to Rs. 
15,000 immediately is not possi-
ble. He also mentioned that the 
matter of making the workers 
permanent is subject to board 
approval, and a proposal has al-

ready been submitted. The mayor 
of Asansol Municipal Corporation 
said, "The outstanding PF (Prov-
ident Fund) money will be cred-
ited to the employees' accounts 
very soon." He claimed that the 
PF money had not been deposited 
due to some technical problems. 
Many employees did not have 
proper KYC (Know Your Custom-
er) details. The issue will be re-
solved within the next few days.

On the other hand, Krishnendu 
Mukherjee, a member of the BJP 
state committee, alleged, "Asansol 
Municipal Corporation is a hotbed 
of corruption. There is no de-
partment here where corruption 
cannot be found.  Ultimately, this 
board has even cheated the poor 
sanitation workers!"

The PF controversy first sur-
faced in July of last year. It was 
alleged that although money was 
deducted from the salaries of 370 
permanent and 3658 temporary 
employees of Asansol Municipal 
Corporation, it was not deposit-
ed into their PF accounts. Even 
before the repercussions of that 
incident had subsided, a new PF 
controversy involving sanitation 
workers has begun.
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Delay in AERO’s Arrival Sparks Tension at SIR Hearing Camp

Unidentified device found, later identified as weather monitoring instrument

Police arrested three in fraud case worth lakhs of rupees online 

Free health check-up camp in Naul, Shyampur, Howrah

Missing for a month, orphaned leopard 
‘Sweetie’ found dead at Bengal Safari Park

Asansol Municipal Corporation embroiled in controversy 
over PF issue; nearly 3,000 sanitation workers stopped work

"BJP govt will hand over land to BSF within 
45 days after being voted to power in  

Bengal": Shah slams TMC over 'infiltration'

Govt doctor who said “I will not treat 
any police officer” issued show-cause 
notice; reply sought within two days

Opposition party alleges discrimination in Goghat

Union Home Minister Amit Shah meeting at Barrackpore,Anandapuri Math on Saturday .
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Political polarisation hurting
transparency:AbhijitBanerjee

Pope Leo invited to join Trump’s Board 
of Peace for ‘positive neutrality’

ISRO working towards first uncrewed 
mission for Gaganyaan in March

2026-27 budget may
put stress on debt-to-
GDP ratio management

Congress slams
govt ahead of
Budget

From PG 1
such that the central gov-
ernment debt will be on a
declining path as a per-
centage of GDP." It encour-
ages a shift from rigid
annual fiscal targets to-
wards more transparent
and operationally flexible
fiscal standards. It is also
recognized as a more reli-
able measure of fiscal per-
formance as it captures the
cumulative effects of past
and current fiscal deci-
sions. It is expected that the
debt-to-GDP-based fiscal
consolidation strategy
would help rebuild buffers
and provide the requisite
space for growth-enhanc-
ing expenditures. The
FRBM statement dated
February 1, 2025, said the
choice of fiscal anchor
aligns well with the govern-
ment's sustained efforts to
promote fiscal trans-
parency through proper
disclosure of off-budget
borrowings.  For the period
FY 2026-27 to FY 2030-31,
it is possible to compute
several fiscal scenarios
based on GDP growth
trends and varying degrees
of fiscal calibrations, it said.

From PG 1
focused on enhancing the
safety of Gaganyatris --
Shubhanshu Shukla, Pras-
anth Balakrishnan Nair, Ajit
Krishnan, and Angad
Pratap. Every system in-
volved in the mission has to
be qualified, he said.
"Gaganyaan programme is
planned in 2027. Before
that, three uncrewed mis-
sions are planned. We are
working towards the first
uncrewed mission," the
ISRO chief said adding
“There are a lot of tests that
are happening. The safety of
the Gaganyaan mission is
very important. We have to
be very careful and qualify
every system. In the rocket
system, we need to score a
hundred out of a hundred".
The G1 mission is about 90
per cent complete, with
more than 8,000 ground
tests, including structural
qualifications, successfully
conducted. This is paving
the way for software simula-
tions and environmental val-

idations to meet the targeted
schedule. The G1 test, along
with the Vyommitra robot, is
being planned for March
2026 and will validate life
support, re-entry, and recov-
ery systems.

Previously, Narayanan
had ruled out possible delays
in the Gaganyaan mission
due to the back-to-back
PSLV rocket launch failure.
While noting that an investi-
gation into the failures is un-
derway, he stated that the
programmes are independ-
ent of each other. ISRO’s
Gaganyaan mission will
carry astronauts to low
Earth orbit for a 3-day mis-
sion and bring them back
safely to Earth. The astro-
nauts will be launched into a
400 km orbit aboard the
human-rated LVM3 rocket.
Gaganyaan's success will
mark a major step for India
in space exploration. It will
also pave the way for future
missions and a space station
by 2035 and a manned
moon mission by 2040.

From PG 1
state treaties, but moral frameworks, designed to protect
the vulnerable. The church established the right to asy-
lum by proclaiming immunity from violence for those
who could not defend themselves. As medieval diplomacy
matured, popes increasingly acted as mediators between
rulers. The early modern period expanded the ambition
and limits of papal peacemaking. In 1493, Pope Alexan-
der VI drew up boundaries for Spain and Portugal’s
colonisation of non-Christian lands. Other European
powers increasingly rejected the pope’s authority to al-
locate sovereignty beyond Christendom. In 1518, Pope
Leo X promoted a general peace among central Euro-
pean Christian rulers, resulting in the Treaty of London.
But a century later, the region’s Thirty Years’ War was
one of the longest and most destructive conflicts in Eu-
ropean history. After it ended, European diplomacy be-
came more overtly secular. For 1,114 years, popes ruled
as absolute monarchs over the Italian territories known
as the Papal States, strategically located in central Italy.
With their loss, completed in 1870, the pope gained a dif-
ferent kind of leverage. In the late 19th century, the Holy
See aligned itself with emerging legal approaches to
peace, including arbitration and international adjudica-
tion. It endorsed mechanisms that restrained unilateral
force. Neutrality was no longer a defensive posture, but
an active diplomatic resource. The First World War
tested the limits of that resource. Pope Benedict XV con-
fronted industrialised mass conflict, in which moral ap-
peals struggled to gain traction. His peace proposal of
August 1 1917, outlined principles that would later be-
come familiar: disarmament, arbitration,

India-France
partnership a
lifeline : CJI 

Book lovers visited the 49th International Kolkata Book Fair in Kolkata on Saturday.

Abhishek Slams BJP, EC Over SIR Notices 

Questions ‘Infiltrator’ Claims
MI News Service, Kolkata: Allegations
of public harassment over the SIR
process have intensified, with the Tri-
namool Congress claiming that hearing
notices are being issued even for minor
discrepancies. According to the party,
several prominent personalities, in-
cluding Nobel laureate Amartya Sen,
Indian cricketer Mohammed Shami,
actor Deepak Adhikari (Dev) and for-
mer Indian women’s cricket captain
Jhulan Goswami, have received such
notices. The issue was raised strongly
by Trinamool Congress national gen-
eral secretary Abhishek Banerjee, who
launched a sharp attack on the BJP
and the Election Commission.

Questioning Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, who is currently on a visit
to West Bengal, Banerjee said, “You
speak only about infiltrators. Are
Amartya Sen, Mohammed Shami,
Deepak Adhikari and Jhulan Goswami
examples of infiltrators?” He also de-
manded that the Centre publish a
white paper on development, accusing

the BJP of making baseless allegations
without accountability.

With the West Bengal Assembly
elections approaching, Amit Shah ad-
dressed rallies in Barrackpore and
Siliguri, once again targeting the Tri-
namool Congress government over the
issue of infiltration. Responding to

Shah’s remarks at Kolkata airport,
Banerjee questioned why the list of al-
leged Bangladeshi and Rohingya infil-
trators had still not been made public.
“On December 31, we submitted a for-
mal demand to the Election Commis-
sion for the list. Even after a month, it
has not been released,” he said. Baner-
jee further alleged that people speak-
ing Bengali in different parts of the
country are being branded as
Bangladeshis, calling it an insult to
Bengali culture and identity. He also
criticised the Election Commission for
not releasing the list of so-called “logi-
cal discrepancies” linked to the SIR
process. Reacting to Shah’s claim that
the Matua community was being
threatened, Banerjee countered that
BJP leaders themselves were creating
fear. Citing statements made by Union
Minister Shantanu Thakur and BJP
leader Asim Sarkar, he said conflicting
claims about the removal of Matua vot-
ers’ names were coming from within
the BJP, not the Trinamool Congress.
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complementary stren
gths.  “As we stand at the
precipice of the Year of In-
novation 2026, we are no
longer just building the
nest, we are mapping the
sky in which we fly,” he
said, adding that as India
and France enter a new
phase of innovation this
year, they do so supported
by a dispute-resolution ar-
chitecture that is not reac-
tive, but anticipatory, not
adversarial, but princi-
pled, and not merely effi-
cient, but enduring.

Justice Kant added
that equally vital is the
deepening of institutional
partnerships between In-
dian arbitral centres and
Paris-based institutions,
and through shared pro-
cedural standards, joint
training initiatives and co-
administered proceedings,
these collaborations can
create dispute-resolution
forums that are at once
globally credible and con-
textually nuanced. In the
Indian context, the CJI
said together, the Arbitra-
tion Act, the Mediation Act
and the Commercial
Courts Act form a coher-
ent ecosystem — arbitra-
tion for binding
resolution, mediation for
consensual settlement and
specialised courts for
oversight and enforce-
ment.

He added that judi-
cially, the Supreme Court
has repeatedly empha-
sised a pro-arbitration
stance — reaffirming that
arbitration clauses should
be interpreted liberally
and that technical objec-
tions should not defeat the
parties’ clear intent to ar-
bitrate. “Indian courts
have played an important
role in strengthening the
foundational features of
arbitration, most notably
the principle of party au-
tonomy, which remains
the backbone of the arbi-
tral process in India, de-
signed to give parties the
widest possible freedom to
shape procedures that re-
flect their needs and com-
mercial realities,” he said.
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are unveiled on February 1,
2026, he said. Second, the
new CPI series with 2024 as
the base is expected to be re-
leased on February 12, 2026,
the Congress leader pointed
out. "It is being anticipated
that the new series will see a
sharp reduction in the share
of food prices. If this were to
be the case, there will be an
impact on the Budget num-
bers," he said. The Wholesale
Price Index, too, is undergo-
ing revision and presumably
that will be made public in
the next few months,
Ramesh said adding either
way, it reflects poorly on co-
ordination in policy making.
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman will present her
record ninth Budget, includ-
ing two interim budgets, on
February 1.

Supratim Sarkar takes charge as the new Police Commis-
sioner of Kolkata at Lalbazar, receiving responsibility
from outgoing Commissioner Manoj Kumar Verma. 

Indian Coast Guard Cele-
brates 50th Raising Day
MI News Service, Kolkata:
The Indian Coast Guard
(ICG) celebrates its 50th
Raising Day on 1 February
2026, marking five decades
of dedicated service since
its inception in 1977 with
seven ships and two air-
craft. Today, it stands as the
fourth-largest maritime law
enforcement agency glob-
ally, with 206 surface plat-
forms and 77 aircraft,
patrolling India’s 11,098
km coastline and safe-
guarding maritime inter-
ests.Beyond traditional
security duties, ICG has
conducted over 4,219
Search and Rescue (SAR)
missions, saving 11,806
lives at sea, carried out 495
medical evacuations, and
assisted around 14,708
people during natural dis-
asters. The force has also
interdicted smuggling oper-
ations and confiscated con-
traband worth ₹54,413.26

crores.Modernization ef-
forts include indigenously
built ships, advanced am-
phibious crafts, and up-
graded radar systems,
strengthening operational
efficiency. In 2025, the
North East Region con-
ducted four SAR missions,
270 community programs,
3,694 boarding operations,
3,595 inspections, and 34
joint coastal patrols. No-
table achievements include
confiscating 30.97 tons of
smuggled areca nuts and
apprehending nine
Bangladeshi fishing boats
with 194 crew. Under ‘Op-
eration Olivia,’ over 9.34
lakh Olive Ridley turtles
were protected at the Devi
River mouth.ICG remains
committed to its motto,
“Vayam Rakshamah” (We
Protect), exemplifying vigi-
lance, resilience, and dedi-
cation to India’s maritime
security.

TMC Slams Centre Over Saraswati
Puja Ban at Anandapuri Ground
MI News Service, Kolkata:
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Saturday held two
programmes in West Ben-
gal, one of which included
addressing a BJP workers’
conference at Anandapuri
Ground in Barrackpore,
North 24 Parganas. The use
of the centrally controlled
Anandapuri Ground, how-
ever, triggered sharp politi-
cal controversy, with the
ruling Trinamool Congress
(TMC) levelling serious alle-
gations against the Union
Home Ministry.  Addressing
a press conference at Tri-
namool Bhavan, TMC’s
Dum Dum–Barrackpore or-
ganisational district presi-
dent Partha Bhowmick and
state Education Minister
Bratya Basu accused the
Home Ministry, headed by
Amit Shah, of denying per-
mission for Saraswati Puja,
sports activities and fairs at
Anandapuri Ground.
Bhowmick said the ground
once hosted Saraswati Puja
celebrations and fairs on a
large scale, and produced
several prominent foot-
ballers and sportspersons
from the Barrackpore re-

gion. He alleged that since
the BJP came to power at
the Centre in 2014, permis-
sion for Saraswati Puja,
sports and fairs at the
ground has been denied. “It
is ironic that the Union
Home Minister had earlier
accused the West Bengal
government of not allowing
Saraswati Puja, while his
own ministry does not grant
permission for such events
at Anandapuri Ground. The
ground is being cleared for
his rally, but local children
are not allowed to play
there,” Bhowmick said.
The BJP, however, dis-
missed the allegations and
accused the TMC of politi-
cising the issue. On the
issue of illegal infiltration,
which the BJP has been re-
peatedly raising against the
TMC, Bratya Basu hit back,
stating that a BJP booth
president was recently ar-
rested in Malda over alle-
gations of sheltering
Rohingyas.  “If that is the
case, then who is responsi-
ble for border security and
preventing cattle smug-
gling?” Basu asked, putting
the onus on the Centre. 

His Pen Never Stops, But Life
Did Long Ago: The Haunting
Story of Dr. Sourav Ghosh
By Suman Ganguly

His pen never stops moving,
but life for Dr. Sourav Ghosh
came to a halt many years
ago. Once a brilliant cardiac
surgeon, he now wanders
the narrow lanes of Naktala,
Ramgarh, and Baghajatin in
south Kolkata. Unkempt hair,
a long beard, filthy clothes,
and a sharp stench define his
appearance. To most
passers-by, he is just another
“mentally unstable vagrant.”
Yet give him a pen and paper,
and he transforms. A gentle
smile appears as he writes
tablets, injections, and
dosages with uncanny preci-
sion. At the end of each pre-
scription, he signs: Dr. Sourav
Ghosh, WBMC 60314, refus-
ing to let go of who he once
was. Once a promising doc-
tor from NRS Medical Col-
lege, Sourav now battles a
severe mental illness. Neigh-
bours say he spends entire
days writing medicines in
notebooks, and his knowl-
edge of drugs remains aston-
ishingly intact. His family,
once academically gifted,
faced relentless tragedies.
His elder sister, Sathi, and
younger brother, Gourab,
both succumbed to mental

illness, while his parents had
passed away earlier. These
losses pushed Sourav deeper
into illness, ending his med-
ical career and leaving him
isolated in a filthy room in his
ancestral home. The walls
are covered with scribbles of
medical colleges, hospitals,
and his credentials—a fight
against memory loss. Despite
multiple failed treatment at-
tempts and occasional disap-
pearances, compassionate
neighbours care for him. Lo-
cals recount instances where
his medical advice helped
people stabilize during sud-
den illnesses. Recently, a few
doctor friends from his batch
admitted him to a reputed
government hospital, hoping
to restore some dignity and
give the once-brilliant doctor
a chance at recovery. 

SBI announces ‘CHAKRA’ Centre 

MI News Service, Kolkata:
State Bank of India (SBI)
announced ‘CHAKRA’ –
Centre of Excellence (CoE)
to finance sunrise sectors
critical to India’s economic
transformation. The initia-
tive reinforces SBI’s com-
mitment to Viksit Bharat
2047, providing a knowl-
edge-led platform to enable
financing for next-genera-
tion, technology-driven,
and sustainability-focused

sectors. The CHAKRA Cen-
tre of Excellence was inau-
gurated by M. Nagaraju,
Secretary, Department of
Financial Services, in the
presence of SBI Chairman
Challa Sreenivasulu Setty,
the bank’s Managing Direc-
tors, and representatives
from public sector banks,
global banks, industry bod-
ies and financial institu-
tions. The Centre will
support capital-intensive

sectors through responsible
funding, stronger risk as-
sessment and innovative fi-
nancing. Inaugurated by
DFS Secretary M. Nagaraju,
CHAKRA was hailed as a
key step towards Viksit
Bharat 2047. 
SBI Chairman Challa
Sreenivasulu Setty said it
will boost specialised fi-
nancing, innovation, sus-
tainability and India’s global
economic integration.

From PG 1
the term 'dole politics',
and I hate it because I
think we do not recognise
the amount of public in-
vestment that goes to the
rich and the middle
classes," he said. He said
cash transfers were a ra-
tional response to an econ-
omy that had failed to
generate sufficient jobs
despite growth. "We have
not managed to create a

Chinese-style vibrant
labour market so that peo-
ple can get jobs and bene-
fit from growth. If you
have jobless growth, the
only way we can include
people in the national
growth process is through
transfers, and that makes
sense to me," he added.
Banerjee was in Kolkata
for a discussion on Poor
Economics at the Exide
Kolkata Literary Meet.

Peeyush Pandey
Appointed 
Officiating DGP 
MI News Service, Kolkata:
After weeks of speculation
and prolonged uncertainty
over the appointment of a
new Director General of Po-
lice (DGP), the West Bengal
government has carried out a
major reshuffle in the top
ranks of the police and fire
services. Senior IPS officer
Peeyush Pandey has been ap-
pointed as the officiating DGP
of West Bengal, bringing an
end to the suspense. How-
ever, his appointment is in-
terim in nature. Pandey was
previously serving as Director
of Security to the Chief Minis-
ter, a key role overseeing the
Chief Minister’s security. He is
an experienced officer who
earlier served as the first
Commissioner of Police of
Chandannagar Police Com-
missionerate and has also
been on central deputation,
including a long stint with the
Special Protection Group
(SPG). Following Pandey’s el-
evation, the post of Director of
Security has been handed
over to Manoj Verma, who
was serving as Kolkata Police
Commissioner. IPS officer
Supratim Sarkar, earlier ADG
(South Bengal), has been ap-
pointed as the new Commis-
sioner of Kolkata Police. In
another significant move, IPS
officer Vineet Goyal has been
posted as ADG (Law and
Order), while Javed Shamim
has been shifted to ADG, STF.
The reshuffle also affected
the fire services, with Anuj
Sharma replacing Ranbir
Kumar as Director General,
Fire Services. 
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Name Change
I, Bijandra Pradhan S/O Narayan
Pradhan Residing at Park Loca-
tion,M.V. Road, Kurseong, Dist-
Darjeeling, Pin- 734203. Wb. Have
changed my name and shall hence-
forth be known as Bijendra Prad-
han as declared before the first
class judicial magistrate at Alipore
court.date-29.01.2026. Affidavit no
7480. That Bijandra Pradhan  and
Bijendra Pradhan both are the
same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Rebeka Bibi, D/O- Dhamodharan,
W/O- Saiful Islam Mondal Residing 
at Village- Uttar Mathurapur, 
P.O- Office - Kholapota, P.S- Matia, 
District- 24 Parganas (North), 
Pin - 743428, West Bengal, declare
that in my school admission register,
my name is written as Revamma-G,
and in my Aadhaar Card 
(No. 353969896924) and PAN Card
(No. FRNPB4723A), my father's
name is mistakenly written as Abul
Kalam Atta.  By an affidavit dated
20/01/2026 before the Ld. Judicial
Magistrate, 1st Class, Basirhat Court,
I, Rebeka Bibi, and Revamma-G, and
my father Dhamodharan and Abul
Kalam Atta, have been declared to
be one and the same person.

Name Change
I, MOHAMMED AZEEM, S/o Late 
Mohammed Kasem, aged about 
46 years, R/o 16 A.K. MD. SIDDIQUE
LANE, PO & PS Park Street, Kolkata
700016, declare that in the birth 
certificate of my daughter, Ayesha
Azeem, my name has been inadver-
tently recorded as Md Azeem instead
of Mohammed Azeem. That my 
correct and actual name is 
MOHAMMED AZEEM which is 
evident from my Aadhar card and
PAN Card.That both the names 
Mohammed Azeem and Md. Azeem
are the same and one identical per-
son vide an affidavit no. 4612 sworn
before Ld.  First class Judicial Mag-
istrate, Kolkata on 28/01/2026

Name Change
I, Md Sadam Warsi S/O Md Farid
Warsi Residing at 38 R.B.S Bye Lane,
Champdani Municipality P.o Baidya-
bati. P.S-Bhadresawar, Dist-Hooghly,
Pin-712222.WB. in My Educational
documents wrongly recorded as
Sadam Warsi s/o Farid warsi and my
father’s voter card as Md farideoy-
ani.My & Father’s actual name is  Md
Sadam Warsi S/O Md Farid Warsi
vide an affidavit before the judicial
magistrate first class at Chander-
nagore. Date-30.01.2026. that Md
Sadam Warsi and Sadam Warsi both
are the same and one identical per-
son. that Farid warsi, Md Farid
Warsi and Md farideoyani both are
the same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Chhabi Barman W/o. Sanjay Bar-
man, R/o. Sobrasympur, Amrial,
Balurghat, Dakshin Dinajpur-733103,
West Bengal, declare that in my Hus-
band’s Service documents (Sanjay
Barman of HQ Bty/314 Med Regt.)
where my name has been wrongly
recorded as Chhavi Barman instead
of my original & correct name is
Chhabi Barman. I, Chhabi Barman &
Chhavi Barman W/o. Sanjay Barman
both are the same & one identical
person vide an affidavit no. 01 dated
19/01/2026 sworn before Notary Pub-
lic, Chandannagar, Hooghly Court.

Name Change
I, Nijamuddeen S/o. Aasgar Ali (old
name) R/o. Hossenpur, Kamarkundu,
Singur, Hooghly, W.B., do hereby de-
clare that I have changed my name
from Nijamuddeen S/o. Aasgar Ali to
Nijamuddin Ali S/o. Asgar Ali (New
Name) and henceforth I shall be
known as Nijamuddin Ali S/o. Asgar
Ali in all purpose, vide an affidavit
no. 1357 sworn before Judicial Mag-
istrate, Chandernagore, Hooghly
Court on 30/01/2026. I, Nijamuddin
Ali S/o. Asgar Ali & Nijamuddeen S/o.
Aasgar Ali both are the same & one
identical person.

Name Change
I, BIDYUT KUMAR ROUT (old name)
son of BIJAY ROUT residing at
VILL+P.O- MOSTAFAPUR, P.S-
KHANAKUL, DIST- HOOGHLY, 712416,
West Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be known
as BIDUYT KUMAR ROUT (new
name), as declared Before The Exec-
utive Magistrate at Arambagh Sub-
Division, vide an affidavit dated
21/01/2026. BIDUYT KUMAR ROUT
(new name) and BIDYUT KUMAR
ROUT (old name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Rahat Ahtasam Ahmad (old name)
S/O Mohammad Lukman, residing at
62/3, Dhobia Bagan Kamarhati, Bel-
ghoria PS, Pin- 700058, West Bengal,
India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Rahat
Ahtasam Ahmed (new name), as de-
clared Before The Notary Public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
30/01/2026. Rahat Ahtasam Ahmed
(new name) and Rahat Ahtasam
Ahmad (old name) both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, Ajay Kumar Poddar, S/O. Prabhu
Prasad Poddar, residing at Block 10.
Flat 2B, Space Town Housing Complex,
VIP road, Raghunathpur, P.O. Kolkata
Airport, Pin 700052, W.B,  That my
name mentioned in my Aadhaar card
being no. 770942705448 and also my
Pan Card being no. AEIPK3081P as
Ajay Kumar but my actual name is
Ajay Kumar Poddar which is men-
tioned in my Passport No.- N6998563.
That the Ajay Kumar Poddar and Ajay
Kumar both are the same person's
name. I known to Ajay Kumar Poddar,
as declared Before The Ld. 1st Class
Judicial Magistrate at Alipore, dated
30th day of January 2026.

Name Change
I, Santosh Kumar  Shaw & Sau San-
tosh Prasad, Santosh Prasad Show
(Old Name), Son Of Jagindar Shaw,
Residing At 13 Bairagi Para Lane, Po
-Salkia, Ps-Malipachaghora, Howrah-
711106, West Bengal, Have Changed
My Name And Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Santosh Gupta (New Name)
Vide An Affidavit Sworn Before The
Notary Public At Kolkata On
31/01/2026. Santosh Kumar  Shaw &
Sau Santosh Prasad, Santosh Prasad
Show And Santosh Gupta Both Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Aiub Mir (Old Name), Son Of Late
Pir Ali Mir, Residing At Pratapadita
Nagar Krisana Nagar, Po & Ps - Kakd-
wip, South 24 Parganas- 743347,
West Bengal, Have Changed My Name
And Shall Henceforth Be Known As
Aiyub Mir (New Name) Vide An Affi-
davit Sworn Before The Notary Public
At Kolkata On 31/01/2026. Aiub Mir
And Aiyub Mir Both Are The Same
And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Santosh Saha S/o Lt. Upendra
Chandra Saha R/A - G/57 Baghajatin
Colony, Block - G, Dakshin Para, P.O
- Baghajatin, P.S - Patuli, Kolkata -
700086 have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as Madan
Mohan Saha as declared before the
Ld. 1st Class Judicial Magistrate
Court at Alipore (WB) vide Affidavit
No. 73384 dated 02.12.2025. San-
tosh Saha and Madan Mohan Saha
both are same and identical person.

Name Change
I, Mukul Saha W/o Sri Madan Mohan
Saha R/A - G/57, Baghajatin Colony,
Block - G, Dakshin Para, P.O -
Baghajatin, P.S - Patuli Kolkata -
700086, have changed my name
and shall henceforth be known as
Sumita Saha as declared before the
Ld. 1st Class Judicial Magistrate
Court, at Alipore (WB) vide Affidavit
No. 73385 dated 02.12.2025. Mukul
Saha and Sumita Saha both are
same and identical person.

MI News Service, Kolkata, 31
Jan.26 : Union Government
is taking all-round initiative
towards development of West
Bengal. Marching ahead to-
wards the aim of ‘Bikoshito
Bangla’ the Railway Ministry
has approved for initiation of
construction work for 03 new
line projects in North Bengal
namely Raiganj – Dalkhola
new line (43.43 KM) , Gazole
– Itahar new line (27.20 KM)
and Raiganj – Itahar new line
(22.16.KM) projects. These
03 new line projects will pro-
vide alternative routes be-
tween Malda & Aluabari
significantly contributing the
improvement of mobility in
such densely populated re-
gion of North Bengal and also
will bring improvement in
the rail activity towards adja-
cent international border
area with Bangladesh. These
new lines will significantly
improve the socio-economic
status of this region mainly
inhabited by weaker commu-
nities.
The highlights of these proj-
ect are as follows:-
(1) Project highlights of
Raiganj – Itahar New Line :
• Stretch: Raiganj -Itahar
(22.16 Km)  
• Estimated Cost of the proj-
ect: ₹ 129.34 Crores
• Nos of Station: 4 viz.
Raiganj, Rupahar Halt, Dur-
gapur and Itahar.

• State: West Bengal
• Strategic Impact: Enhances
the integrated gauge conver-
sion network across North-
ern part of West Bengal,
streamlining freight and pas-
senger movement toward the
Northeast.
• The project involves 6 nos.
major bridges & 42 nos.
minor bridges including
RUBs.
(2) Project highlights of
Gajole – Itahar New Line :
• Stretch: Gazole - Itahar
(27.20) Km
• Estimated Cost of the proj-
ect: ₹ 85.59 Crores
• Nos of Station: 3 viz.
Gazole, Bangar Halt and Ita-
har.
• State: West Bengal
• Strategic Impact: Enhances
the integrated gauge conver-

sion network across North-
ern part of West Bengal,
streamlining freight and pas-
senger movement toward the
Northeast.
• The project involves 12 nos.
major bridges & 37 nos.
minor bridges including

RUBs.
(3) Project highlights of
Raiganj – Dalkhola New Line :
• Stretch: Dalkhola–Raiganj
(43.43 Km).
• Total Estimated Cost of the
project: ₹ 291.53 Crores.
• Nos of Station:   5 viz.
Raiganj, Bilashpur Halt, Tu-
nidighi, Karandighi &
Dalkhola.
• State: West Bengal.
• Strategic Impact and
Progress: This new line will
create a more efficient tran-
sit route between Dalkhola
and Raiganj, significantly re-
ducing travel time and boost-
ing local trade.
• The project involves 13 nos.
major bridges, 06 Nos. ROBs,
97 nos. minor bridges & 32
nos. RUBs.
The Ministry of Railways fur-
ther enhancing the rail infra-
structure in this gateway
area to North Bengal has sig-
nificantly contributed to the
strategic, logistic and public
utility need creating new
opening for the development
in West Bengal.

Railway Ministry Approves For Initiation Of Three New Line Projects
In North Bengal Boosting Connectivity And Regional Development

MI News Service, Kolkata, 31 Jan.26 : In a significant mile-
stone towards enhancing rail and road safety and easing
vehicular congestion, the Engineering Department of
Howrah Division, Eastern Railway has successfully com-
pleted the construction of the Nalikul Road Over Bridge
(ROB) in lieu of Level Crossing Gate No. 14 on the Seora-
phuli–Tarakeswar  section.

The ROB was executed by the Engineering Depart-
ment of Eastern Railway and was commissioned on
28.01.2026, marking an important step towards the elim-
ination of manned level crossings and improvement of op-
erational efficiency.

Following the commissioning of the ROB, Level Cross-
ing Gate No. 14 was successfully closed to road traffic by
the Construction Department, Howrah Division, in accor-
dance with all prescribed safety and operational protocols.

The completion of this project will significantly en-
hance road user safety, ensure uninterrupted rail move-
ment on the busy Seoraphuli–Tarakeswar section and
contribute to smoother traffic flow on the GT Road. East-
ern Railway remains committed to infrastructure devel-
opment aimed at improving safety, connectivity and
passenger convenience.

Nalikul Road Over Bridge (ROB)
Successfully Constructed

MI News Service, Kolkata,
31 Jan.26 : As part of the
ongoing drive under “Mis-
sion Yatri Suraksha” to en-
hance passenger safety
and curb crimes against
rail users, the Railway Pro-
tection Force (RPF) of Seal-
dah, Asansol and Malda
Divisions of Eastern Rail-
way apprehended seven
(07) Theft of Passenger Be-
longings (TOPB) offenders
on 30.01.2026 from Seal-
dah, Asansol, Jasidih and
Bhagalpur Railway Sta-
tions.

During these coordi-
nated operations, seven
(07) stolen mobile phones
and liquid cash amounting
to Rs. 4,000/- were recov-
ered. The total value of the
recovered property is Rs.
1,22,000/-. All the arrested

offenders were handed
over to the concerned Gov-
ernment Railway Police
(GRP)/local police stations
for further legal action and
cases were registered
under relevant sections of
the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita (BNS).

Details of the arrests
are as follows:

Sealdah Railway Sta-
tion: Three (03) TOPB of-
fenders were arrested with
recovery of two (02) stolen
mobile phones valued at
Rs. 45,000/-. They were
handed over to GRPS/Seal-
dah.

Bhagalpur Railway
Station: Two (02) TOPB of-
fenders were arrested with
recovery of two (02) stolen
mobile phones valued at
Rs. 45,000/-. They were
handed over to GRPS/Bha-
galpur.

Asansol Yard: One
(01) TOPB offender was
arrested with recovery of
two (02) stolen mobile
phones valued at Rs.
12,000/-. The offender was
handed over to the local
police station, Asansol
North.

Jasidih Railway Sta-
tion: One (01) TOPB of-
fender was arrested with
recovery of one bag con-
taining clothes, one 
mobile phone valued at Rs.
16,000/- and liquid cash of
Rs. 4,000/-, with total 
recovered property valued
at Rs. 20,000/. The of-
fender was handed over to
GRPS/Jasidih.

Eastern Railway re-
mains committed to ensur-
ing the safety and security
o f 
passengers and continues
to intensify vigilance and
enforcement drives under
Mission Yatri Suraksha
across its jurisdiction.

Arrest Of TOPB Offenders Under 
“Mission Yatri Suraksha”

Name Change
I, Amlan Acahrya (old name) S/O
Anil Kumar Acharya, residing at
76/1D, Prince Golam Hossain Shah
Road, Bikramgarh, P.O.- Jadavpur
University, Kolkata- 700032, West
Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Amlan Kumar Acharya
(new name), as declared Before The
Notary Public at Kolkata, vide an af-
fidavit No 24 dated 30/01/2026.
Amlan Kumar Acharya (new name)
and Amlan Acahrya (old name) both
are same and one identical person.

Name Change
I, Monohara Bibi (Old Name), Wife
Of Fajer Ali Molla, Residing At  Vill-
Mahishgadi, Po-Mudiahat, P. S Ra-
jarhat North 24 Parganas- 700128,
West Bengal, Have Changed My
Name And Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Mayurjan Bibi (New
Name) Vide An Affidavit No 31
Sworn Before The Notary Public At
Kolkata On 29/01/2026. Monohara
Bibi And Mayurjan Bibi Both Are
The Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Momotaj Bibi (Old Name), Wife Of
Sofizul Molla, Residing At  Vill-
Mahishgadi, Po-Mudiahat P. S Ra-
jarhat, North 24 Parganas- 700128,
West Bengal, Have Changed My
Name And Shall Henceforth Be
Known As Mamtaj Bibi (New Name)
Vide An Affidavit No 32 Sworn Be-
fore The Notary Public At Kolkata
On 29/01/2026. Momotaj Bibi And
Mamtaj Bibi Both Are The Same And
One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Peter Sarkar, Residing At 1/L,
Flat-9, 3rd Floor, Motijheel Lane,
Entally, Kolkata- 700015, West
Bengal, Do Hereby Notified That My
Father, Dennis Sarkar, Deepak
Sarkar And Michael Sarkar Shall
Henceforth Be Known As Deepak
Michael Sarkar Vide An Affidavit
Sworn Before The Ld 1st Class Ju-
dicial Magistrate At Alipore On
29/01/2026. Dennis Sarkar, Deepak
Sarkar And Michael Sarkar &
Deepak Michael Sarkar All Are The
Same And One Identical Person.

Name Change
I, Sarbani Acahrya (old name)  W/O
Amlan Kumar Acharya, residing at
76/1D, Prince Golam Hossain Shah
Road, Bikramgarh, P.O.- Jadavpur
University, Kolkata- 700032, West
Bengal, India, have changed my
name and shall henceforth be
known as Sarbani Acharya (new
name), as declared Before The No-
tary Public at Kolkata, vide an affi-
davit No 23 dated 30/01/2026.
Sarbani Acharya (new name) and
Sarbani Acahrya (old name) both
are same and one identical person.

MI News Service, Alipurduar:
A violent dispute over a finan-
cial transaction in Alipurd-
uar’s Pramod Nagar area
escalated into a chaotic clash
on Friday night, leaving one
youth critically injured and
police personnel targeted by
miscreants. The incident
transformed parts of the city’s
Ward 18 into a battlefield,
with bricks and stones hurled
at law enforcement as officers
tried to control the situation.
According to police sources,
the clash began between two
rival groups over an old mon-
etary dispute. During the con-
frontation, a young man
identified as Kajal Dutta was
attacked with a sharp
weapon, reportedly a meat
cleaver, and sustained serious
injuries. He was initially ad-
mitted to Alipurduar District
Sadar Hospital and later re-
ferred to Cooch Behar Med-
ical College and Hospital for
specialized treatment. 

Police Attacked During Midnight 
Clash Over Money Dispute
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MI News Service,  
Bicholim:  The Cyber 
Crime Police Station, Goa, 
has arrested two persons 
in connection with a ma-
jor inter-state cyber fraud 
case involving a "digi-
tal arrest" scam worth 
Rs1.42 crore, police said 
on Saturday.

The arrested accused 
have been identified as 
Ashadul Islam (24) and 
Yasmina Ahmed (32), res-
idents of Marigaon, As-
sam.

The case, registered 
under Sections 318(4) and 
319(2) read with relevant 
provisions of the Bhara-
tiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 
and Section 66-D of the 
Information Technology 
Act, is based on a com-
plaint filed by a resident 
of Bicholim in North Goa.

According to police, 
the accused impersonat-
ed officers of the Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) and the Supreme 
Court, using multiple 
WhatsApp numbers to 
place the victim under a 
fake "digital arrest." By 
creating fear and exerting 
psychological pressure, 
they coerced the com-
plainant into transferring 
Rs 1,42,04,868 to multiple 
bank accounts.

Following a detailed 
technical analysis of com-
munications between the 
fraudsters and the vic-
tim, a special team of the 
Goa Crime Branch traced 
the accused to Nagaon 
district in Assam. The 
arrests were carried out 

by a team led by Police 
Inspector Vikas Deykar, 
with Police Constables 
Arif Aga, Rupesh Gaikwad 
and Prakash.

Police said that during 
verification, it emerged 
that both accused had 
earlier been arrested in 
FIR registered at Naga-
on Police Station, Assam, 
under the BNS for similar 
cyber fraud activities. In 
that case, the Assam Po-
lice seized 358 SIM cards, 
five mobile phones, one 
Wi-Fi router, one DVR, 
and one laptop. The same 
mobile phones were found 
to have been used in the 
Goa cyber fraud case as 
well, and the seizure will 
be formally linked to the 
Goa Police investigation.

Investigators further 
revealed that the same 
mobile numbers were 
linked to another "digital 
arrest" complaint filed in 
Goa, involving a fraudu-
lent amount of Rs 63.50 
lakh.

During the probe, it was 
found that the accused 
were operating multiple 
mobile numbers from the 
same IMEI. These devic-
es were linked to several 
cyber fraud complaints 
across the country, indi-
cating that the accused 
are key operators within 
a broader network of fi-
nancial cybercrime.

The Goa Police team re-
ceived excellent coopera-
tion from the Assam Police 
in this case. SP Crime con-
stituted 3 teams, comprising 
personnel from the Crime 
Branch and Cyber Cell, for 
different tasks in this case.

The accused have been 
produced before the Court, 
and further investigation is 
in progress under PI Deep-
ak Pednekar, with supervi-
sion from Ms Shridevi BV, 
IPS, ASP Cyber, and Rahul 
Gupta, IPS, SP Crime or Cy-
ber.

Goa Police arrests two in 
inter-state 'digital arrest' 
fraud worth Rs 1.42 crore

MI News Service,  
Golaghat:  Assam Chief 
Minister Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma on Saturday launched 
a sharp attack on Assam 
Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee (APCC) president Gaurav 
Gogoi, alleging that Congress 
leaders only "care about il-
legal Bangladeshi migrants" 
and not about the interests of 
indigenous Assamese.

Responding to Gogoi's al-
legations against him, Sar-
ma said, "They only care 
about illegal Bangladeshi mi-
grants and have no concern 
for local Assamese people. 
Thousand Gaurav Gogoi and 
Rahul Gandhi will be able 
to do nothing as far as I am 
concerned. Right now, the 
situation is very crucial for 
Assamese people, and it is 
about their existence in the 
state."

The Chief Minister's re-
marks come amid an ongoing 
political row over his recent 
comments on illegal immi-
gration and the use of the 
term "Miya Muslims".

Earlier today, CM Sarma 
had defended his remarks, 
stating that he had not coined 
the term "Miya Muslims" and 
that it had been in vogue 

within the community itself, 
which had migrated from 
Bangladesh to refer to them-
selves.

In a post on X, CM Sar-
ma said those attacking him 
for his remarks on "Miyan" 
should note the Supreme 
Court of India's observations 
on Assam and illegal migra-
tion.

"Those who are attacking 
me for my remarks on 'Mi-
yan'--a word used in Assam 
in the context of Bangla-
deshi Muslim illegal migra-
tion--should pause and read 
what the Supreme Court of 
India itself has said about As-
sam. This is not my language, 
not my imagination, and not 
political exaggeration," he 
said.

In his post, the Chief Minis-
ter also highlighted the apex 
court's warning on demo-
graphic changes in Assam. 
"These are the Court's own 
words: The silent and invid-
ious demographic invasion 
of Assam may result in the 
loss of the geostrategically 
vital districts of lower Assam. 
The influx of illegal migrants 
is turning these districts into 
a Muslim-majority region. 
It will then only be a matter 

of time before a demand for 
their merger with Bangla-
desh may be made. Loss of 
lower Assam will sever the 
entire land mass of the North 
East from the rest of India, 
and the rich natural resourc-
es of that region will be lost 
to the Nation."

Sarma also said that ac-
knowledging such concerns 
does not constitute commu-
nalism or hatred.

Reacting to this, Gogoi ac-
cused CM Sarma earlier to-
day of misusing the name of 
the Supreme Court to justify 
his remarks, claiming that at-
tributing the language of an 
executive report to the apex 
court amounted to contempt 
of court.

"The Chief Minister has 
become quiet after I raised 
his contempt of the Hon'ble 
Supreme Court. Of course 
the rest of the BJP just runs 
on rhetoric and screenshots. 
They run the risk of contempt 
too. When a court cites a re-
port relied on by a party it 
does not make the language 
of the report the court's "own 
words". Attributing it to the 
Hon'ble Supreme Court is 
a clear case for contempt," 
Gogoi wrote on X.

MI News Service, New 
Delhi:  Ahead of the Union 
Budget 2026, Congress Pres-
ident Mallikarjun Kharge 
on Saturday criticised the 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi-led government, as-
serting that its own "legacy" 
has left the economy in an 
"unprecedented mess," and 
questioned whether the up-
coming budget would deliver 
concrete solutions.

In a post on X, Kharge 
said the government could 
no longer attribute current 
economic challenges to the 
legacy of previous adminis-
trations.

"In this UnionBudget, the 
Modi Government cannot 
hide behind the excuse of 
'legacy'. Their own legacy 
has pushed the economy into 
an unprecedented mess. Will 
this Budget offer real solu-
tions to the multiple econom-
ic indicators that are now in 
free fall?" he said.

Referring to the Econom-
ic Survey and government 
data, the Congress chief said 
the Budget would be the gov-
ernment's 12th in 12 years 
and challenged it to move 

beyond what he called "tired 
slogans".

Meanwhile, Congress 
leader Bhupesh Baghel also 
criticised the Centre ahead 
of the Budget presentation.

Speaking in Delhi, Baghel 
told ANI that the Budget was 
being presented on a Sunday, 
which is both a holiday and 
Ravidas Jayanti, and ques-
tioned what people could ex-
pect from it.

"The budget is being pre-
sented tomorrow, Sunday, 
which is both a holiday and 
Ravidas Jayanti. What can 
we expect? There is wide-
spread unemployment and 
inflation, and farmers are not 
receiving fair prices for their 
crops. MGNREGA, which was 
the only hope for labourers, 
has been removed, and GST 
has already caused difficul-
ties for people," he said.

The Union Budget 2026-
27 is set to be presented by 
Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman on Sunday. This 
year, the Budget presenta-
tion falls on a weekend. FM 
Sitharaman is set to present 
a record ninth consecutive 
Union Budget on February 1, 

marking a significant mile-
stone in India's parliamenta-
ry and economic history.

Centre earlier this week 
released the 2025-26 eco-
nomic survey, noting that 
India's economic growth re-
mains resilient, with strong 
domestic demand as the 
main anchor, even as the 
global environment remains 
fragile.

Taking an optimistic view 
of the economy, the Econom-
ic Survey estimated India's 
potential growth at around 
7 per cent. It also projected 
that India's GDP growth in 
FY27 is likely to remain in 
the range of 6.8 per cent to 
7.2 per cent, reflecting the 
economy's medium-term 
strength supported by re-
forms and macroeconomic 
stability.

The Survey noted that while 
global economic conditions re-
main uncertain and fragile, In-
dia's overall outlook continues 
to be positive. It highlighted 
that India's growth is holding 
up better than expected rela-
tive to many other economies, 
although risks remain elevated 
amid global uncertainties. 

MI News Service, New 
Delhi:  India is likely to 
witness below-normal rain-
fall in February, while both 
minimum and maximum 
temperatures are expect-
ed to remain above normal 
across most parts of the 
country, the India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD) 
said on Saturday.

Addressing a press con-
ference, IMD Director Gen-
eral Mrutyunjay Mohapatra 
said that below-normal cold 
wave days are expected 
over several parts of north-
west and adjoining central 
India during the month.

He said that monthly rain-
fall during February 2026 
over Northwest India--com-
prising East Uttar Pradesh, 
West Uttar Pradesh, Ut-
tarakhand, Haryana, Chan-

digarh and Delhi, Punjab, 
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu 
and Kashmir, and Lada-
kh--is most likely to be be-
low normal.

"Monthly rainfall over the 
country as a whole during 
February 2026 is most likely 
to be below normal, that is, 
less than 81 per cent of the 
Long Period Average (LPA)," 
Mohapatra said.

He added that below-nor-
mal rainfall is likely over 
most parts of the country, 
except some areas of north-
west and east-central India, 
and extreme southern parts 
of northeast India, where 
normal to above-normal 
rainfall is expected.

On temperatures, the 
IMD said minimum tem-
peratures during February 
2026 are likely to be above 

normal over most parts of 
the country, except some 
regions of south peninsular 
India, where normal mini-
mum temperatures are ex-
pected.

Similarly, maximum tem-
peratures are also likely to 
remain above normal over 
most parts of the country, 
barring isolated regions of 
central India and southern 
peninsular India, where 
normal maximum tempera-
tures are likely.

The IMD said February 
weather conditions are ex-
pected to mirror January 
trends, during which India 
recorded 31.5 per cent be-
low-normal rainfall, while 
the all-India mean tempera-
ture stood 0.28 degrees Cel-
sius above normal at 18.31 
degrees Celsius.

The IMD Director Gen-
eral, Mrutyunjay Mohapa-
tra Jenamani, said rain-
fall during the January 
remained deficient over 
Northwest India, East and 
Northeast India, and Cen-
tral India, while South 
Peninsular India received 
near-normal rainfall, regis-
tering 10.9 per cent above 
the long-period average.

The deficit was partic-
ularly acute across large 
parts of East and North East 
India, and central India.

"Northwest India record-
ed 12.1 per cent less rainfall 
(in January), while East and 
Northeast India saw a mas-
sive 86.2 per cent shortfall. 
Central India also witnessed 
the decline, with rainfall 
plunging 79.4 per cent below 
normal," Jenamani said.

MI News Service,  
Siliguri:  Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah on Saturday 
addressed a Karyakarta 
Sammelan in Bagdogra, 
West Bengal, launching a 
sharp attack on Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee and 
the Trinamool Congress, 
accusing them of dividing 
society and weakening the 
State.

Shah alleged that the Ma-
mata Banerjee-led govern-
ment had damaged Bengal's 
social unity by pitting com-
munities against each other. 
The Union Home Minister 
also said that Mamata's ten-
ure was nearing its end.

"Mamata Banerjee has 
torn apart the unity of Ben-
gal. She has only worked 
to pit people against each 
other in Bengal. She has 
worked to set tribals against 
Kurmis. I am departing from 
this land today by saying 
that Mamata Didi, your time 
is up. Now, under the lead-
ership of Modi Ji, the con-
struction of Sonar Bangla 
envisioned by Vivekananda 
Ji and Ravindranath Tagore 
Ji is about to take place," he 
said while addressing the 
programme.

Highlighting Bengal's his-
torical contribution to the 
nation, Shah said the state 
had been lagging behind for 
decades.

"This historic land of 
Bengal has made a very 
important contribution to 
the all-round development 
of the country in every era. 
Over nearly four and a half 
decades, Bengal has been 
lagging behind. First, the 
Communist Party spared no 
effort in pushing this state 

backwards. Then, Mamata 
didi came with the slogan 
"Ma, Mati, Manush" and 
ruined the entire state," he 
said.

The Union Home Minister 
also accused the Trinamool 
Congress of opposing na-
tional symbols for vote bank 
politics. Referring to a dis-
cussion in Parliament, Shah 
said, "It is unfortunate that 
when Vande Mataram was 
discussed in Parliament, 
these Trinamool Congress 
people were opposing it. I 
asked one of their MPs why 
they were opposing Vande 
Mataram. Bankim Chandra 
was from Bengal. He said 
that our vote bank of infil-
trators is offended by Vande 
Mataram, and that is why 
we are opposing it."

He slammed Chief Minis-
ter, saying, "Shame on you, 
Mamata, you are opposing 
Vande Mataram for the sake 
of vote bank politics. The 
people of Bengal will not 
forgive you. The people of 
Bengal will give you a fitting 
reply for this in the 2026 
elections."

Shah further alleged that 
women are unsafe in West 
Bengal and accused the 
Mamata Banerjee-led TMC 
government of failing to 
protect them.

He claimed that a BJP 
tribal MP was attacked and 
false cases were being filed 
against party leaders, urg-
ing people to bring "Pari-
vartan" by removing TMC 
from power.

"Women are not safe in 
Bengal today. Mamata Didi, 
you have completely failed 
to protect them. Our tribal 
MP was attacked, and false 

cases are being filed against 
our leaders. I appeal to the 
people of Bengal wipe out 
TMC from this state. This 
year will be the year of Pari-
vartan," he said.

Home Minister said that 
infiltration in West Bengal 
is not just a state issue but 
a matter of national securi-
ty, alleging that the Mamata 
Banerjee-led government is 
allowing it to continue, stat-
ing, "The infiltration from 
Bengal is not just a matter 
of Bengal's security. The in-
filtration happening in Ben-
gal has become a matter of 
national security, and there-
fore, it is necessary to re-
move this government that 
is allowing the infiltration. 
The government changed 
in Assam, and the infiltra-
tion stopped. There is a 
BJP government in Gujarat, 
and there is no infiltration. 
There is a BJP government 
in Rajasthan, and there is 
no infiltration..."

Referring to a Calcutta 
High Court order, Shah said 
the court has directed the 
state government to provide 
land to the BSF by March 
31, 2026, but alleged that 
the TMC government will 
not comply. He asserted that 
once a BJP government is 
formed in Bengal, the land 
will be handed over to the 
BSF within 45 days, infiltra-
tion will stop, and infiltra-
tors will be identified and 
deported, adding that this is 
why the TMC is opposed to 
the SIR.

"Now the Bengal High 
Court has said that Mama-
ta Banerjee should give all 
the land that the BSF needs 
before March 31, 2026. 

Mamata Didi is not going 
to give the land even af-
ter the High Court's order. 
But don't worry, her time 
is up. By the end of April, 
the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty's Chief Minister will hand 
over all the land to the BSF 
within forty-five days... I am 
saying this today, not only 
will the infiltration stop, 
but every single infiltrator 
will be identified and sent 
back from Bengal. And that 
is why Mamata Banerjee is 
afraid of the SIR, because 
she knows that if the SIR is 
implemented, the infiltra-
tors will be removed."

Expressing confidence in 
the BJP's prospects, Shah 
said the party has a strong 
hold in North Bengal and 
aims to sweep all 28 Lok 
Sabha seats in the state. He 
highlighted the BJP's grow-
ing vote share in Bengal 
and cited recent electoral 
successes across the coun-
try, asserting that change is 
inevitable in the state.

"I know the situation in 
North Bengal very well. This 
time, the Bharatiya Janata 
Party will sweep all 28 out of 
28 seats. Our goal should be 
to sweep every seat, and we 
have shown that we can do 
this. In 2024, we achieved a 
hat-trick for the third time, 
and PM Modi became the 
Prime Minister again. For 
the first time, a BJP govern-
ment was formed in Odis-
ha. After Narendra Modi 
became Prime Minister, the 
BJP formed many govern-
ments,s including Tripura 
and Assam. Similarly, the 
BJP's vote share in Ben-
gal has increased fourfold. 
Change is coming," he said. 

MI News Service,  
Bengaluru:  The Benga-
luru Police Commissioner 
Seemanth Kumar Singh, 
IPS, has constituted a Spe-
cial Investigation Team 
(SIT) to probe the death of 
CJ Roy, Chairman of the 
Confident Group.

Roy allegedly died by sui-
cide in Bengaluru on Fri-
day, according to officials.

The SIT will be led by 
Joint Commissioner of Po-
lice, West Zone, C. Vamshi 
Krishna, IPS, while Depu-
ty Commissioner of Police, 
South Division, Lokesh Ja-
galasar, IPS, will serve as 
the Investigating Officer. 
Deputy Commissioner of 

Police, Central Division, 
Akshay Hake, IPS, along 
with senior officers from 
various divisions and spe-
cial units, will also be part 
of the team. The SIT has 
been authorised to bring in 
additional officers and re-
sources as required for the 
investigation.

All concerned officers 
have been instructed to ex-
tend full cooperation to en-
sure that a lawful, prompt, 
and effective investigation 
is conducted. All aspects of 
the case will be thoroughly 
examined, and relevant in-
formation will be commu-
nicated to the public in the 
coming days.

The police said that all 
aspects of the case will be 
thoroughly examined, and 
relevant information will be 
communicated to the public 
in the coming days.

Earlier in the day, Kar-
nataka Home Minister G 
Parameshwara said that 
Roy's company had been 
raided by the Income Tax 
Department in December 
2025 and was given 60 
days to file a chargesheet.

Speaking to medi-
apersons in Bengalu-
ru, Parameshwara said 
the deadline to file the 
chargesheet was February 
4, and Roy had returned 
from Dubai three days ago. 

He added that Roy cooper-
ated with the Income Tax 
officials who visited his of-
fice to record his statement.

"His (CJ Roy) company 
was raided by the IT de-
partment in December. 
They were given 60 days 
to file a charge sheet. The 
deadline was set for the 
February 4 and he arrived 
from Dubai three days 
ago. The officials (Income 
Tax) went to his office to 
record his statement. He 
(Roy) responded to that," 
Parameshwara told report-
ers.

Meanwhile, officials said 
forensic teams, including 
the Scene of Crime Offi-

cer (SOCO) and Forensic 
Science Laboratory (FSL) 
teams, are investigating the 
case. Officials said Income 
Tax raids had been con-
ducted at Roy's premises 
over the past two days.

Bengaluru City Police 
Commissioner Seemanth 
Kumar Singh said, "An 
incident occurred today 
within the limits of Ashok 
Nagar police station, where 
the chairman of the Confi-
dent Group (CJ Roy) shot 
himself. The SOCO and FSL 
teams are investigating the 
matter. He was immediate-
ly taken to a nearby hospi-
tal, where he was declared 
dead."

MI News Service, Jaipur 
:  Ahead of the Union Bud-
get 2026, Congress leader 
Sachin Pilot on Saturday 
criticised the government for 
lacking a clear, results-ori-
ented vision, highlighting 
unemployment, underem-
ployment, rising inflation, 
and the widening gap be-
tween rich and poor.

He urged the budget to 
focus on creating productive 
jobs and empowering citi-
zens while addressing eco-
nomic inequalities.

Speaking to ANI, Sachin 
Pilot said, "I regret that for 
the past several years, the 
government hasn't present-
ed a very imaginative or re-
sults-oriented vision on the 
ground. I believe the biggest 
issue in the country is unem-
ployment and underemploy-
ment. How will you create 
constructive, productive 
jobs for these people? The 

government hasn't shown 
any clear vision for this yet. 
I hope that, leaving aside all 
other issues, the budget will 
address how to reduce infla-
tion. The gap between the 
rich and the poor has wid-
ened today, and the govern-
ment has no clear vision to 
bridge this gap or empower 
the people."

The Union Budget 2026-
27 is set to be presented by 
Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman on Sunday. This 
year, the Budget presenta-
tion falls on a weekend. FM 
Sitharaman is set to present 
a record ninth consecutive 
Union Budget on February 1, 
marking a significant mile-
stone in India's parliamenta-
ry and economic history.

Centre earlier this week 
released the 2025-26 eco-
nomic survey, noting that 
India's economic growth re-
mains resilient, with strong 

domestic demand as the 
main anchor, even as the 
global environment remains 
fragile.

Taking an optimistic view 
of the economy, the Econom-
ic Survey estimated India's 
potential growth at around 
7 per cent. It also projected 
that India's GDP growth in 
FY27 is likely to remain in 
the range of 6.8 per cent to 
7.2 per cent, reflecting the 
economy's medium-term 
strength supported by re-
forms and macroeconomic 
stability.

The Survey noted that 
while global economic con-
ditions remain uncertain 
and fragile, India's overall 
outlook continues to be pos-
itive. It highlighted that In-
dia's growth is holding up 
better than expected relative 
to many other economies, al-
though risks remain elevated 
amid global uncertainties. 

MI News Service, New Delhi:  
Comptroller and Auditor Gener-
al K Sanjay Murthy emphasised 
the need for reimagining public 
accountability in the 21st cen-
tury at the World Forum of Ac-
countants in New Delhi.

He emphasised that public 
accountability is crucial to good 
governance and sustainable de-
velopment, and that it requires 
a strong internal control en-
vironment, transparency, and 
public participation.

The CAG stressed that the 
accounting and auditing profes-
sion needs to adapt to emerg-
ing technologies like AI, block-

chain, and data analytics to 
ensure effective public account-
ability. He also emphasised the 
importance of capacity building 
and skill upgradation for pro-
fessionals to cope with new-age 
methods.

Key initiatives by the CAG 
include data-driven audits, the 
Centre for Data Management 
and Analytics, and the Centre of 
Excellence in Financial Audit. 
The CAG has also issued an AI 
Strategy Framework document 
to ensure these technologies 
increase audit precision while 
preserving fairness, explain-
ability, and institutional ac-

countability.
The CAG's efforts aim to pro-

mote transparency, public par-
ticipation, and real-time scruti-
ny, ultimately fostering greater 
trust and transparency in the 
new economy and contributing 
to the goal of Viksit Bharat.

The synergy between human 
expertise and advanced tech-
nologies can create more effi-
cient, effective, and insightful 
accounting and auditing, the 
CAG said. He expressed con-
fidence that the forum would 
deliberate on these aspects and 
chart a roadmap to take the 
profession to new heights.

Congress leaders only care about 
illegal Bangladeshi migrants: 

Assam CM on "Miya Muslims" row

"Modi govt pushed economy into 
unprecedented mess": Mallikarjun 

Kharge ahead of Union Budget

Below-normal rainfall, above-average 
temperatures likely in February in India: IMD

"Mamata Banerjee has torn apart the unity of 
Bengal," alleges Home Minister Amit Shah

Bengaluru Police forms SIT to probe CJ Roy suicide case

"Govt has no clear vision to bridge 
gap between rich and poor": Congress' 

Sachin Pilot ahead of Union Budget

CAG emphasizes need for reimagining 
public accountability in 21st century

Police detain Bharatiya Krantikari Morcha members during the ‘Nyay Pad Yatra’ protesting over the rape and murder of NEET 
aspirants demanding a CBI probe, in Patna on Saturday
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This oil can be natural 
treatment for dry eye conditions

AUCKLAND [NEW ZEALAND] :
Following a successful pilot
study, researchers at the
University of Auckland are con-
ducting a clinical trial of castor
oil as a potentially safe and natu-
ral treatment for dry eye condi-
tions.

It is estimated that dry-eye ill-
ness affects approximately 58
per cent of the population aged
50 and up in Australia.

Some risk factors for develop-
ing dry eye disease include
advanced age, menopause,
increased screen time, and con-
tact lens wear.

Blepharitis is the leading
cause of dry eye illness, account-
ing for more than 80 per cent of
cases. It is a chronic disease with
no known cure.

"Currently, patients are left
grappling with symptoms of dry-
ness, grittiness and, in some
cases, watery eyes that feel
uncomfortable impacting on
their quality of life and work pro-
ductivity," says doctoral candi-
date and lead clinical investigator
Catherine Jennings.

Current treatments, such as
antibacterials and anti-inflam-

matories, are generally unsuit-
able for long-term use, due to sig-
nificant side effects and the
potential for antimicrobial resist-
ance.

"Often patients are left feeling
helpless when attempting to
manage a chronic condition,"
Jennings said. The current trial is
of a product containing cold-
pressed castor oil enhanced with
manuka and kanuka oils applied
using a rollerball attached to a
small glass bottle.

"The previous pilot study, con-
ducted by our research team,
was unique in its use of castor oil
in such an application on the eye-

lids, with the product not known
to be used anywhere else in the
world for treating blepharitis,"
said Jennings. Castor oil comes
from a flowering tropical or sub-
tropical shrub from the species
Riccinus communis. It has been
used therapeutically for millen-
nia, including more recently in
eye cosmetics and eye makeup
removers. In the pilot study, 26
patients with blepharitis were
treated with cold-pressed castor
oil over four weeks. They had
measurable improvements in
symptoms, such as reduced red-
ness of the lid margin, decreased
thickening of the eyelid, and a

decline in bacterial profusion, as
well as reduced eyelash crusting.

Building on the success of the
pilot study, the research team is
now engaged in a more extensive
double-blinded, randomised and
placebo-controlled study. They
are aiming to recruit 92 partici-
pants and generate robust scien-
tific evidence for clinicians.

The ultimate goal is to sus-
tainably improve the quality of
life for this large group of
patients using a natural, safe and
effective product, principal inves-
tigator Professor Jennifer Craig
said.

"Castor oil has been proposed
as a natural product that could
offer a safe, effective and easy-to-
use alternative to existing thera-
pies," Craig said.

"My hope is this study will
produce evidence-based guid-
ance for clinicians about offer-
ing castor oil as a possible man-
agement option for patients suf-
fering from blepharitis, so they
continue to enjoy a great quali-
ty of life, read the books they
love, be productive in their
work environment and enjoy
other visual hobbies."

Kidney stone risk
is lowered by a
class of diabetes
medications:
Study
LOS ANGELES [US] : Kidney stones are becom-
ing increasingly common around the world.
Type 2 diabetes is related to an increased risk
of kidney stones; however, various forms of
treatment for this condition may potentially
reduce the risk of kidney stones.

Researchers at Mass General Brigham dis-
covered that using sodium-glucose contra-
transporter 2 (SGLT2) inhibitors was associat-
ed with a decreased chance of acquiring kid-
ney stones.

The findings were published in JAMA
Internal Medicine.

The study included data from three nation-
wide databases of patients with type 2 diabetes
who were seen in routine clinical practice. The
team analyzed information from 716,406
adults with type 2 diabetes who had started
taking an SGLT2 inhibitor or two other classes
of diabetes medications known as GLP1 recep-
tor agonists or dipeptidyl peptidase 4 (DPP4)
inhibitors.

Patients who began taking SGLT2 inhibitors
had a 30 per cent lower risk of developing kid-
ney stones than those taking GLP1 agonists
and about a 25 per cent lower risk than those
taking DPP4 inhibitors.

Researchers from Brigham and Women's
Hospital and Massachusetts General Hospital,
founding members of the Mass General
Brigham healthcare system, worked together
to conduct the analysis.

The findings were consistent across sex,
race/ethnicity, history of chronic kidney dis-
ease and obesity.

"Our findings could help inform clinical
decision-making for patients with diabetes who
are at risk for developing kidney stones," said
corresponding author Julie Paik, MD, ScD,
MPH, of the Division of Pharmacoepidemiology
and Pharmacoeconomics and the Division of
Renal (Kidney) Medicine at Brigham and
Women's Hospital. 

WASHINGTON [US] : According to
research published in the online edi-
tion of Neurology, the medical jour-
nal of the American Academy of
Neurology, people with polycystic
ovary syndrome may be more prone
to experience memory and cognitive
issues in middle age. The study does
not establish a link between cogni-
tive deterioration and polycystic
ovarian syndrome. It merely displays
a correlation.

Polycystic ovary syndrome is a
hormonal disorder that is defined by
irregular menstruation and elevated
levels of a hormone called androgen.
Other symptoms may include excess
hair growth, acne, infertility and
poor metabolic health.

"Polycystic ovary syndrome is a
common reproductive disorder that
impacts up to 10% of women," said
study author Heather G. Huddleston,
MD, of the University of California,
San Francisco. "While it has been
linked to metabolic diseases like
obesity and diabetes that can lead to
heart problems, less is known about
how this condition affects brain
health. Our results suggest that peo-
ple with this condition have lower
memory and thinking skills and sub-
tle brain changes at midlife. This
could impact a person on many lev-
els, including quality of life, career
success and financial security."

The study involved 907 female
participants who were 18 to 30
years old at the start of the study.
They were followed for 30 years, at
which time they completed tests to

measure memory, verbal abilities,
processing speed and attention.

At the time of testing, 66 partici-
pants had polycystic ovary syn-
drome. In a test measuring atten-
tion, participants looked at a list of
words in different colors and were
asked to state the color of the ink
rather than read the actual word.
For example, the word "blue" could
be displayed in red, so the correct
response would be red.

Researchers found for this test,
people with polycystic ovary syn-
drome had an average score that

was approximately 11% lower com-
pared to people without the condi-
tion. After adjusting for age, race
and education, researchers found
that people with polycystic ovary
syndrome had lower scores on three
of the five tests that were given,
specifically in areas of memory,
attention and verbal abilities, when
compared to those without this con-
dition. At years 25 and 30 of the
study, a smaller group of 291 partic-
ipants had brain scans. Of those, 25
had polycystic ovary syndrome. With
the scans, researchers looked at the

integrity of the white matter path-
ways in the brain by looking at
movement of water molecules in the
brain tissue.

Researchers found that people
with polycystic ovary syndrome had
lower white matter integrity, which
may indicate early evidence of brain
aging.

"Additional research is needed to
confirm these findings and to deter-
mine how this change occurs,
including looking at changes that
people can make to reduce their
chances of thinking and memory

problems," Huddleston said.
"Making changes like incorporating
more cardiovascular exercise and
improving mental health may serve
to also improve brain aging for this
population."

A limitation of the study was that
polycystic ovary syndrome diagnosis
was not made by a doctor but was
based on androgen levels and self-
reported symptoms, so participants
may not have remembered all the
information accurately.

The study was funded by the
University of California, San
Francisco.

Learn more about brain health at
BrainandLife.org, home of the
American Academy of Neurology's
free patient and caregiver magazine
focused on the intersection of neuro-
logic disease and brain health.

When posting to social media
channels about this research, we
encourage you to use the hashtags
#Neurology and #AANscience.

The American Academy of
Neurology is the world's largest
association of neurologists and neu-
roscience professionals, with over
40,000 members. The AAN is dedi-
cated to promoting the highest
quality patient-centered neurolog-
ic care. A neurologist is a doctor
with specialized training in diag-
nosing, treating and managing
disorders of the brain and nerv-
ous system such as Alzheimer's
disease, stroke, migraine, multiple
sclerosis, concussion, Parkinson's
disease and epilepsy.

Polycystic ovary syndrome linked to
memory, thinking problems: Research

Washington [US]: Previous investigations indi-
cated that less than 40 per cent of patients with
stable chest discomfort who underwent inva-
sive coronary angiography had obstructive
coronary artery disease. Recent randomized
clinical trials have shown that using computed
tomography angiography (CTA) first in evaluat-
ing these patients is beneficial, and a new study
presented at the American College of
Cardiology Cardiovascular Summit backs up
this strategy, finding that CT was associated
with a higher likelihood of revascularization
when compared to other imaging modalities or
no testing.

Stable angina is a type of chest pain that
happens when the heart muscle requires more
oxygen than usual--for example, under stress,
exercise, or cold weather--but does not receive
it, frequently due to blocked coronary arteries.
Patients with stable angina are typically treat-
ed with guideline-directed pharmacological
therapy and lifestyle adjustments, but they may
also require a coronary revascularization oper-
ation to restore enough blood flow and alleviate
their symptoms.

"Right now, when a patient presents to their
primary care physician or cardiologist with
symptoms suspicious for angina, they are com-
monly referred for additional testing," said
Markus Scherer, MD, Director of Cardiac CT
and Structural Heart Imaging at Atrium
Health-Sanger Heart & Vascular Institute and
the study's senior author.

Between October 2022 and June 2023,
researchers at Atrium Health-Sanger Heart &
Vascular Institute in Charlotte, North Carolina,
assessed 786 patients who had no prior diag-
nosis of coronary artery disease and under-
went elective invasive coronary angiography

(ICA) for the evaluation of suspected angina.
The pre-ICA testing strategies were: no nonin-
vasive testing with direct referral to ICA (44%),
stress echocardiogram (3%), stress myocardial
perfusion imaging (15%), stress MRI (2%)
and coronary CTA (36%). The study cohort
had a mean age of 66 years, was 63% male,
37% female, 81% White, 13% Black, 1%
Asian, 1% Hispanic and 1% other.

The researchers compared rates of sub-
sequent revascularization between patients
whose initial evaluation was coronary CTA
versus stress testing or clinical judgement
(no testing). The "CT first" strategy was
associated with subsequent revasculariza-
tion in 62% of patients compared to 34% for
the combination of other modalities or

direct ICA referral. The 2021 AHA/ACC
Guideline for the Evaluation and Diagnosis
of Chest Pain suggests either non-invasive
functional imaging or coronary CTA as the
initial test without specifying a preference
for one or the other.

According to the researchers, there are a
multitude of reasons health systems don't
currently use a CT first approach, including
the availability of high-quality CT scanners;
availability of qualified cardiac CT inter-
preting physicians; and challenges in transi-
tioning to a newer approach after decades
of pre-established patterns (i.e. stress test-
ing). Furthermore, a CT first approach is pre-
dominately advocated for patients with
unestablished coronary artery disease and

does not apply to all, as some patient factors
may reduce the accuracy and utility of coro-
nary CTA.

"While care must be individualized, for
patients with unknown or unestablished coro-
nary artery disease, the transition to a 'CT first'
strategy should be a high priority for cardio-
vascular care providers," Scherer said. "The
non-invasive approach has a lower risk and
cost than a diagnostic heart catheterization
and, for the CT approach--but not stress test-
ing--provides information on the absence,
presence and extent of coronary atherosclero-
sis and whether or not there are high risk
plaques as well as vessel blockages, which
helps streamline patient management and risk
reduction."

Since coronary CTA is less expensive than
both nuclear myocardial perfusion imaging
and ICA, there is a direct cost saving to patients
and third-party payers with the CT first
approach, according to Scherer. From the per-
spective of a health system, the most financial-
ly efficient evaluation approach becomes more
important during the transition to a value-ori-
ented health care system.

According to the authors, the study demon-
strates "real world" credence to the random-
ized trials showing similar benefits to a "CT
first" strategy and should promote increased
adoption of this strategy for the evaluation of
patients with chest pain and an unestablished
history of coronary artery disease.

"Cardiac catheterization labs are a capital
and human resource intensive care environ-
ment. Using them for their maximum potential
of treating disease, rather than diagnosing it,
bring the highest yield for these resources to
the health care system," Scherer said. 

Study gives insight into effectives of CT
scan to assess people with chest pain

ILLINOIS: A person's level of political engagement
can be influenced by a variety of factors, including
education and environment. A new study led by
Northwestern University and Shirley Ryan AbilityLab,
has for the first time revealed which brain networks
control political passion.

The study analyzed Vietnam War veterans with
and without brain injuries. By comparing people who
had very localized brain lesions with those who did-
n't, the study team was able to identify the brain
structures that can modify the intensity of political
feelings.

Damage to the prefrontal cortex, a region respon-
sible for cognitive control and reasoning, led to an
increase in the intensity of political feelings.
Conversely, damage to the amygdala, a brain struc-
ture involved in emotional processing, decreased
political intensity in participants. These findings held
true even after accounting for factors like age, edu-
cation, party affiliation, personality traits and other
neuropsychiatric symptoms.

"While most people have not sustained brain
injuries akin to those experienced by the veterans in
the study, our findings tell us what neural circuits are
at play for the population at large," said senior
author Jordan Grafman, professor of physical medi-
cine and rehabilitation at Northwestern University
Feinberg School of Medicine and director of brain
injury research at Shirley Ryan AbilityLab.

"We didn't find brain networks tied to liberal or
conservative ideology, but we identified circuits that
influence the intensity of political engagement across
the political spectrum," Grafman added. "This sug-
gests that factors like emotion shape how pre-exist-
ing political beliefs are expressed, rather than deter-
mining ideology itself."

Recognizing these brain mechanisms can help
guide people in productive political engagement. For
instance, one strategy would be to engage with oth-
ers while reducing emotional attachment, or to take
the position of an adversary in a discussion. Another
approach would be to collaborate on a project both
sides support.

The findings also have clinical implications.
Currently, neuropsychiatric assessments rarely
include questions about shifts in political behavior,
but Grafman suggests they should. "Like other
aspects of social behavior, assessments should con-
sider asking whether a patient has experienced
changes in their political attitudes since their brain
injury," he said.
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MI News Service, Gaza City:
For many Palestinians in
Gaza, earning a living has
become a daily struggle
amid Israel’s continuing
blockade, repeated cease-
fire violations, and the
near-total collapse of the
local economy.

With infrastructure de-
stroyed and productive sec-
tors paralysed as a result of
Israel’s genocidal war on
Gaza, traditional employ-
ment opportunities have all
but disappeared, forcing
residents to seek alterna-
tive, often precarious, ways
to survive.

Hala Mohammed al-
Maghrabi, 24, is one of
many young professionals
whose education no longer
provides a path to stability.
After graduating as a nurse
in 2023, she spent two
years volunteering in the
healthcare sector, hoping
the experience would even-
tually lead to paid employ-
ment. That opportunity
never came.

“Volunteering doesn’t
pay the bills,” al-Maghrabi
said. “With prices con-
stantly rising and no stable
income, it became impossi-
ble to rely on this work to
meet even my basic needs.”

With limited prospects
in Gaza’s overstretched
healthcare system, she
made a difficult decision to
leave her field entirely.

Al-Maghrabi instead
shifted into social media
marketing and e-com-
merce, working online to
generate a modest income.

As al-Maghrabi re-
counted, she graduated as
a nurse and began training
in the hospital. During that
training, she also took sev-
eral design courses and
tried to find work in that
field, but she was unable to

reach clients and earn an
income. She then decided
to take marketing courses
instead of waiting for
someone else to promote
her work, allowing her to
market herself effectively.
After gaining experience in
marketing, she began
working in e-commerce
and digital marketing.

“This isn’t what I stud-
ied or planned for,” she
said. “But even though the
income is limited, it helps
me cover my daily ex-
penses and survive under
these conditions.”

Al-Maghrabi’s experi-
ence reflects a broader
phenomenon in Gaza,
where years of com-
pounded crises have
pushed unemployment to
unprecedented levels. Ac-
cording to the Palestinian
Central Bureau of Statis-
tics’ 2024 figures, the over-
all unemployment rate in
Gaza is 69 percent, rising
to approximately 80 per-
cent among 15- to 29-year-
olds.

The population under
30 accounts for approxi-
mately 70 percent of Gaza’s
residents, meaning the ma-
jority of the community
faces severe economic
challenges, with a signifi-
cant portion of young peo-
ple holding university
degrees but unable to find
suitable employment.

Gaza’s GDP has also
contracted by more than
82 percent due to Israel’s
ongoing war and destruc-
tion of economic infrastruc-
ture, and around
80 percent of the popula-
tion relies on international
aid due to food insecurity
and loss of income sources.

The economic collapse
has not only affected em-
ployees, but business own-

ers as well. Mohammed al-
Hajj, who previously
worked in general trade
and food supplies, saw his
entire business model un-
ravel after the war.

“My warehouses and
goods were destroyed, and
I could no longer afford im-
port costs or the required
licences,” al-Hajj said.
“Everything I had built over
the years was suddenly
gone.”

Faced with few options,
al-Hajj searched for an al-
ternative way to earn an in-
come. Because his
neighbourhood had not
been heavily damaged, and

he still had intermittent in-
ternet access, he converted
part of his property into a
small workspace equipped
with an internet connec-
tion.

“I created this place
after running out of op-
tions,” he said. “Students
and engineers needed
somewhere stable to take
exams or work online, and
this became a solution for
them – and for me.”

As traditional employ-
ment structures collapse,
innovation has become less
a choice than a necessity.
For some Palestinians in
Gaza, finding unconven-

tional solutions to personal
crises has opened new
paths not only for survival,
but for rebuilding economic
activity.

Ahmed Fares Abu
Zayed, CEO of Abu Zayed
General Trading, described
how his company’s opera-
tions came to a halt when
the war began.

“We started the com-
pany before the war as a
very small electricity gen-
eration business with lim-
ited resources, aimed only
at supplying specific energy
needs,” said Abu Zayed.
“But when the war broke
out, our operations stopped

immediately due to fuel
shortages for the genera-
tors. The situation was ex-
tremely difficult.”

Rather than shutting
down entirely, Abu Zayed
began searching for alter-
natives. The result was an
innovative approach to en-
ergy production that relied
on available materials
rather than scarce fuel.

“We thought about how
to turn surrounding waste
into energy,” he said.
“That’s how we started
producing electricity sys-
tems using plastic scraps as
fuel. It was a difficult expe-
rience, but it was driven by

creativity and necessity.”
His story illustrates

how innovation in Gaza
often emerges directly from
crisis, as individuals at-
tempt to solve immediate
problems with limited re-
sources.

Project manager and
business management spe-
cialist Maram al-Qarra ex-
plained that such efforts
play a critical role in Gaza’s
labour market.

“The problem in Gaza
isn’t a lack of talent, but the
absence of an economic en-
vironment capable of ab-
sorbing it,” al-Qarra said.
“Even small projects can
stimulate the market by
creating direct jobs and in-
direct service and produc-
tion chains.”

She emphasised that in-
novation is now essential.
“When traditional jobs are
absent, innovation be-
comes a means to create
opportunities instead of
waiting for them,” she said.

On the broader labour
market, al-Qarra con-
cluded, “The blockade and
the war destroyed tradi-
tional work structures,
pushing many young peo-
ple to seek alternatives out-
side conventional
employment.”

Across Gaza, many ed-
ucated young people – doc-
tors, engineers, nurses, and
graduates – now sell bot-
tled water, vegetables, or
second-hand clothes on the
streets. These efforts are
not entrepreneurial ambi-
tions, but survival strate-
gies in a place where
choice has all but disap-
peared.

As one young resident
put it, “We don’t have the
luxury of choice; all we can
do is try to survive.”

While innovation has

opened new paths for
some, desperation has also
created space for exploita-
tion. Mahmoud, a young
man from Gaza, described
how the lack of jobs and so-
cial protection has pushed
people towards shady or
dangerous businesses.

“With no government
support and no safety nets,
securing a steady income
has become almost impos-
sible,” Mahmoud said.
“Some people are turning
to illegal or exploitative
methods just to survive.”

He explained that
money lending, currency
trading, and exploitative fi-
nancial transfers have be-
come increasingly
common.

“People are sometimes
forced to receive their re-
mittances in cash at a dis-
count of more than 50
percent,” he said. “This is
clear exploitation of peo-
ple’s urgent needs, and it
shows how desperation is
being abused.”

Yet even amid these
negative outcomes, exam-
ples of innovation that ben-
efit the wider community
persist. Abu Zayed noted
that his electricity project
did more than solve his
own problem.

“The most important
part is that it didn’t just
provide energy,” he said. “It
created jobs for dozens of
young people in manufac-
turing, installation, and
maintenance, and gave
them skills they couldn’t
gain in the traditional job
market.”

“Even under the tough-
est circumstances,” he
added, “a small idea can
turn into a sustainable
project that supports the
community and restores a
sense of productivity.”

Gaza’s collapsing economy drives youth to create unconventional solutions

MI News Service, Tehran:
Iran’s foreign minister says
the country is ready for
“fair and equitable” talks
with the United States amid
soaring tensions, as US
President Donald Trump
refused to rule out taking
military action against
Tehran.

On a visit to Turkiye on
Friday, Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi
told reporters that, “Iran
has no problem with nego-
tiations, but negotiations
cannot take place under
the shadow of threats”.

“I should also state un-
equivocally that Iran’s de-
fensive and missile
capabilities – and Iran’s
missiles – will never be the
subject of any negotia-
tions,” Araghchi said dur-
ing a news conference
alongside his Turkish coun-
terpart, Hakan Fidan.

“The security of the
Iranian people is no one
else’s business, and we will
preserve and expand our
defensive capabilities to
whatever extent is neces-
sary to defend the country.”

Tensions have been ris-
ing for weeks between
Tehran and Washington
amid Trump’s repeated
threats to attack Iran over
a recent crackdown on
antigovernment protests

and his push to curtail the
Iranian nuclear pro-
gramme.

Earlier this week, the
US president said a “mas-
sive armada” – led by the
USS Abraham Lincoln air-
craft carrier – was moving
towards Iran and was
ready to use “violence, if
necessary” if Iranian lead-
ers did not agree to negoti-
ate a nuclear deal.

Speaking to reporters
at the White House on Fri-
day, Trump said his admin-
istration was sending “a
larger number of ships” to
Iran. “And hopefully we’ll
make a deal,” he said. “If
we do make a deal, that’s
good. If we don’t make a
deal, we’ll see what hap-
pens.”

Reporting from Wash-
ington, DC, Al Jazeera’s

Kimberly Halkett noted
that Trump said he gave
Iran a deadline, but “only
Iran knows what that dead-
line is”.

“So he’s left the world
in waiting, trying to deter-
mine what the next steps
will be,” Halkett said.

Trump, who in 2018
unilaterally withdrew from
a previous deal that saw
Iran agree to curb its nu-
clear programme in ex-
change for a lifting of
international sanctions, has
been pressuring Iran to
halt all uranium enrich-
ment.

Washington has ac-
cused Tehran of seeking a
nuclear weapon – a claim
Iranian leaders have re-
peatedly denied.

Amid the latest ten-
sions, senior officials in

Tehran have repeatedly
said they are open to nego-
tiations, but only once
Trump ends his military
threats against the country.

They also have stressed
that Iran’s armed forces
are ready to respond if at-
tacked.

Meanwhile, regional al-
lies including Turkiye, the
United Arab Emirates and
Saudi Arabia have been en-
gaging in diplomatic efforts
to try to prevent a military
confrontation between
Washington and Tehran.

Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan ear-
lier on Friday told his Iran-
ian counterpart Masoud
Pezeshkian in a call that
Ankara was ready to play a
“facilitator” role between
the two sides.

Fidan, the Turkish for-
eign minister, also said he
had long discussions on the
issue with US special envoy
Steve Witkoff on Thursday
and would keep lines open
with Washington.

Speaking alongside
Araghchi on Friday, Fidan
said US-Iran nuclear nego-
tiations must restart and
would pave the way to lift-
ing sanctions on Iran.

“We call the parties to
the negotiating table” to
address the issues “one by
one”, he said.

Iran says ready for ‘fair’ talks with 
US but not ‘under shadow of threats’

MI News Service, Washing-
ton: Squire Patton Boggs, a
prominent Washington DC-
based lobbying firm, has
disclosed that it has termi-
nated its contract related to
the Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh (RSS), the ideo-
logical parent of India’s
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP).

The firm, which re-
ceived $330,000 in pay-
ments during 2025,
amended its US Congress
disclosures in December
2025 to clarify that it was
hired by an individual,
Vivek Sharma, rather than
the RSS directly. The con-
tract aimed to “introduce
the Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh (RSS) to US offi-
cials” and was officially
ended on September 30,
2025, according to a termi-
nation report filed on De-
cember 29.

Initially registered in
January 2025 under the
Lobbying Disclosure Act
(LDA), the arrangement in-
volved State Street Strate-
gies (also known as One+
Strategies) as the interme-
diary. Former Republican
Congressman Bill Shuster
was among the key lobby-
ists involved.

Early disclosures ex-
plicitly named the client as
State Street Strategies act-
ing on behalf of the RSS,
sparking significant atten-
tion after a November 2025
Prism Reports investigation

revealed the details. This
marked the first known in-
stance of the RSS engaging
US lobbyists.

Subsequent amend-
ments retroactively re-
placed references to the
RSS with Vivek Sharma, a
resident of Acton, Massa-
chusetts, and executive
chairman of Cohance Life-
sciences, a pharmaceutical
firm with operations in
India and the US.

In original filings,
Sharma was listed as an
entity contributing over
$5,000 and participating in
or supervising lobbying ac-
tivities. The RSS consis-
tently denied any
involvement. Spokesperson
Sunil Ambekar stated on X
in November that the or-
ganization “works in
Bharat and has not en-
gaged any lobbying firm in
United States of America.”

The controversy inten-
sified in India, with Con-
gress leader Jairam
Ramesh accusing the RSS

of betraying national inter-
ests, particularly noting
the firm’s simultaneous
April 2025 contract to
lobby for the government
of Pakistan (also since ter-
minated).

A key point of debate
was the use of LDA rather
than the Foreign Agents
Registration Act (FARA).
US Department of Justice
guidelines exempt LDA-
registered entities repre-
senting foreign businesses,
individuals, or non-profits
from FARA, but not those
for foreign governments or
political parties. As the
RSS is neither, the LDA fil-
ing was deemed applica-
ble. Neither Squire Patton
Boggs, State Street Strate-
gies, nor Vivek Sharma re-
sponded to requests for
comment.

The amendments and
termination followed media
scrutiny, highlighting com-
plexities in foreign influence
and lobbying transparency
in Washington.

Washington lobbyist ends RSS awareness 
campaign amid India-U.S. controversy

Muslim female
lawyer assaulted
after exposing

corruption in Hardoi

MI News Service, Hardoi:
A Muslim female lawyer
was targeted and as-
saulted after she exposed
corruption in a village
named Hardoi in Uttar
Pradesh.

Video of the assualt
emerged on social media
showing Advocate Firdous
Jahan and her family at-
tacked by the husband of
village head and his asso-
ciates. The attack was car-
ried out in broad daylight
after Jahan filed a formal
complaint exposing cor-
ruption.

The main accused,
Naseem and several men
surrounded the car of
Jahan, damaged it with
sticks and rods and at-
tacked her and her family.

Speaking about the as-
sualt, Jahan said, “The at-
tack was meant as a
warning message for me. I
had complained about
their corruption and when
investigation was done, the
allegations were found to
be true leading to the re-
moval of his financial sta-
tus and powers in the
village.”

Jahan also said that
notice and Naseem was al-
ready sent and despite
knowing the truth, the
men opted to act violently.

“They threatened us by
saying that this is what
happens after I com-
plained while they were
attacking. If a lawyer is not
safe for merely following
law, how safe are the ordi-
nary people”? She ques-
tioned.

The video of the inci-
dent has sparked concerns
in the public domain. Ac-
tivists and other social
media users voiced their
concerns and said that
such attacks reveal a
harsher truth : that a
lawyer isn’t safe for expos-
ing corruption and that
truth comes with a 
price. Many also high-
lighted that if action is not
taken, it normalises such
crimes and warned about
such incidents happening
in the future.

MI News Service, Kendrapara : In
a controversial incident, Odisha
police detained 12 members of a
family from Garapur village in
Kendrapara district on November
27, suspecting them of being
Bangladeshi nationals.

The raid targeted a Muslim-
majority village during what was
described as a “survey” to identify
illegal immigrants. While nine de-
tainees, including Mukhtar Khan,
were released after nine days,
three elderly relatives—Muntaz
Khan (65), his uncle Insaan Khan
(59), and aunt Ameena Bibi (70)—
vanished from custody.

Mukhtar later learned from
authorities that they had been de-
ported to Bangladesh, a fact con-
firmed by Kendrapara
Superintendent of Police Sid-
dharth Kataria on January 14.

Kataria claimed the trio “con-
fessed” to being Bangladeshis
during interrogation and were
handed over to the Border Secu-
rity Force (BSF) per Union Home
Ministry guidelines from May 2.

These rules require giving sus-
pects 30 days to prove citizenship
and verifying claims with their
home state. Odisha police said
they contacted West Bengal au-
thorities in Purba Medinipur, who
allegedly failed to confirm the
family’s Indian citizenship.

However, Purba Medinipur
SP Mitun Kumar Dey strongly
denied any such contact: “I com-
pletely rule out the claim of
Odisha police. There is no official
email or message.”

The police justified the depor-
tation by alleging the family’s pa-
triarch, Yasin Khan, migrated
from Bangladesh in the 1970s–
80s. Yet family documents, in-
cluding a 1956 land record seen
by Scroll, show Yasin owned
property in Bengal’s Purba Me-
dinipur district as a cultivator.

Village chief Sheikh Aynul
Islam and neighbour Sheikh
Reyazuddin, who knew Muntaz
for over 50 years, insisted the
family migrated from Bengal six

decades ago and has deep roots
in Garapur.

Mukhtar presented voter
lists (2002), land records (2009),
Aadhaar cards, voter IDs, and
even Yasin’s 1993 voter card is-
sued in Kendrapara.

His mother’s letter to the SP
highlighted benefits received,
like an Indira Awas Yojana house
post-1999 cyclone. All evidence
was dismissed.

This marks at least the sec-
ond such expulsion of Bengali
Muslim families from Odisha,
following a December case in-
volving 14 people, including a
90-year-old woman. Critics
argue these actions in BJP-ruled
states violate central guidelines
by denying due process.

The family remains dis-
traught, worried about the elderly
trio’s fate in Bangladesh. “We
have to go to court,” Mukhtar
said, “but we don’t know who will
help us.” With limited resources,
they face an uphill battle to seek
justice and reunion.

Son declared Indian, but father, uncle and aunt pushed into Bangladesh

MI News Service,
Havana : Cuba’s
President Miguel
Diaz-Canel has
denounced what
he called an at-
tempt by his
United States
counterpart, Donald Trump, to
“suffocate” the sanctions-hit
country’s economy. Trump
signed an executive order on
Thursday threatening additional
tariffs on countries that sell oil to
Cuba, the latest move in Wash-
ington’s campaign of pressure on
Havana. The order alleged that
the government of communist-
run Cuba was an “unusual and
extraordinary threat” to US na-
tional security.

In a social media post on Fri-
day, Diaz-Canel said that under
“a false and baseless pretext”,
Trump plans “to suffocate”
Cuba’s economy by slapping tar-
iffs “on countries that sovereignly

trade oil” with it.
“This new meas-
ure reveals the
fascist, criminal
and genocidal
nature of a clique
that has hijacked
the interests of

the American people for purely
personal ends,” he said, in an ap-
parent allusion to Secretary of
State Marco Rubio, a Cuban
American and a known anti-
Cuban government hawk.

Cuba, which is suffering
rolling electricity blackouts
blamed on fuel shortages, was
cut off from critical supplies of
Venezuelan oil after the US ab-
ducted Venezuela’s President
Nicolas Maduro and his wife in a
bloody military night raid on the
capital, Caracas, earlier this
month. At least 32 members of
Cuba’s armed forces and intelli-
gence agencies were killed in the
January 3 attack.

President Diaz-Canel slams Trump’s
bid to ‘suffocate’ Cuba’s economy

Shashi Tharoor reaffirms loyalty to Congress,
praises Rahul Gandhi’s fight against communalism
MI News Service, Thiru-
vananthapuram : Con-
gress MP Shashi Tharoor
on January 30, 2026,
hailed party leader Rahul
Gandhi as a “sincere” fig-
ure and a “strong voice”
against communalism, ha-
tred, and divisiveness in
India.

Speaking to reporters
in Thiruvananthapuram,
Kerala, Tharoor empha-
sized that “everyone likes
Rahul” for his consistent
opposition to the politics of
communalism.

“I do not have a differ-
ent opinion on that,” Tha-
roor stated, adding that he
has never endorsed any
unfair criticism of Gandhi
and views him as a sincere
leader.

His remarks came a
day after a crucial meeting
with Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge and
Rahul Gandhi in Delhi,
where he addressed griev-
ances related to his recent
treatment at a Kochi event
and perceived attempts to
sideline him in Kerala.

Tharoor also clarified
his past positions on cer-
tain issues, noting that
while the media may have
portrayed them as pro-
BJP, he sees them as pro-
government or pro-India.
On international matters,
he prefers focusing on the
nation rather than parti-
san politics—a stance he
said is longstanding.

Addressing speculation
about internal rifts, Tha-
roor admitted that party
members should align
with the party line and af-
firmed he has always sup-
ported Congress in
Parliament.

When pressed on his
future, he categorically
declared, “I am going to be

in the Congress and I am
not going anywhere.” He
pledged to actively partic-
ipate in the upcoming Ker-
ala Assembly election
campaign, working for the
victory of the United Dem-
ocratic Front (UDF).

The comments signal
reconciliation within the
party ahead of the crucial
Kerala polls, where Con-
gress aims to end a decade
in opposition and defeat
the Left government.

Tharoor’s endorsement
of Gandhi and commit-
ment to the party under-
score unity efforts as the
state elections approach.

Israel kills 31, includ-
ing children, in new Gaza
ceasefire violation

• Gaza: At least 31
Palestinians, including at
least six children, have
been killed in Israeli at-
tacks on Gaza City and
Khan Younis in the Gaza
Strip since dawn, accord-
ing to medical sources
speaking to Al Jazeera.

• The violence
comes a day before Israel
is due to reopen the Rafah
crossing, which links Gaza
with Egypt, on Sunday for
the first time since May
2024.

• Gaza’s Govern-
ment Media Office says
more than 500 Palestini-
ans have been killed by Is-
raeli forces since a United
States-brokered ceasefire
in Gaza came into effect
on October 10.

• Israel’s genocidal
war on Gaza has killed at
least 71,769 people and
wounded 171,483 since it
began in October 2023. An
estimated 1,139 people
were killed in Israel dur-
ing the Hamas-led, Octo-
ber 7, 2023 attacks, with
about 250 taken captive.
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Jharkhand-Odisha Ranji Trophy Clash Heads into a Thrilling Phase
PC JHA

RANCHI : The Ranji Trophy match between
Jharkhand and Odisha at the iconic Keenan
Stadium has taken a gripping turn on the
third day, with the contest finely poised.
After conceding a slender 19-run first-
innings lead, Jharkhand's bowlers staged a
strong comeback to tilt the balance in their
favour. Jharkhand were bowled out for 263
in their first innings. Shikhar Mohan top-
scored for the hosts with a composed 80,
while Robin Minz contributed a valuable 52
and Kumar Kushagra added 47 runs. For
Odisha, Syed Sufiyal Ahmad emerged as the
most successful bowler with four wickets,
while Govind Poddar claimed three scalps.

In response, Odisha faced stiff resistance
from the Jharkhand bowling attack. At the
close of play on Day Three, the visitors were

202 for 8, fighting to keep their hopes alive.
Odisha skipper Shubhranshu Senapati led
from the front with a determined half-cen-
tury, scoring 73 runs. Anil Parida chipped in
with 28, while Govind Poddar remained
unbeaten on 22 at stumps. For Jharkhand,
Anukul Roy once again proved instrumental
with the ball, picking up four wickets, while
Aditya Singh provided strong support by
claiming three wickets.

CK NAYDU TROPHY
RANCHI : With only two wickets remaining and the lead still within reach, the match
promises an intense battle in the remaining stages, keeping fans on the edge of their
seats. Jharkhand Take Crucial Lead in C.K. Nayudu Trophy Encounter Bokaro:
Jharkhand gained a vital advantage on the second day of the C.K. Nayudu Trophy match
against Jammu and Kashmir at the BSL Cricket Stadium, Bokaro, securing a 45-run
lead by the close of play. After a competitive day's cricket, Jharkhand reached 272 for
8 at stumps, putting themselves in a strong position in the contest. Vishesh Dutt played
a steady and responsible knock, top-scoring with 73 runs, while Aryan Hooda provided
solid support with 68. Nakul Yadav chipped in with a useful 47, and Satya Setu
remained unbeaten on 48, anchoring the innings towards the end of the day. The
Jammu and Kashmir bowlers kept the pressure on throughout the day. Prafulla Dhar
was the pick of the bowlers with four wickets, while Vishal Kumar claimed three scalps
to restrict Jharkhand from posting a bigger total.

With a narrow but important lead in hand and two wickets still remaining,
Jharkhand will look to extend their advantage on the next day, while Jammu and
Kashmir aim for early breakthroughs to stage a comeback in the match.

Rybakina clinches
maiden Aus Open
crown, beats Sabalenka
in summit clash
MELBOURNE : Elena Rybakina
dismantled Aryna Sabalenka to
capture the Australian Open
women's singles crown, aveng-
ing her loss to the Belarusian in
the 2023 final, where she won
the opening set before falling in
three sets. 

The 26-year-old Kazakh took
two hours and 18 minutes to
prevail 6-4, 4-6, 6-4 in the
championship match, striking
28 winners en route to captur-
ing her maiden Australian Open
crown and second Grand Slam
title. Rybakina, who was seek-
ing her second Grand Slam title
after winning Wimbledon in
2022, hadn't dropped a set at
Melbourne Park until Saturday.

After Rybakina took the first
set 6-4, Sabalenka scored a
massive break in the final game
of the second set to force a
third-set decider.

Sabalenka started the final
set with a hold and then anoth-
er pivotal break of Rybakina.
The Kazakh seems to be losing
strength behind her serve, and
only 54% of Rybakina's first
serves have landed. She had a
pair of backhand winners to
secure the break and 2-0 lead in
the third set. She then held
serve, sprinting to a 3-0 lead
heading into the changeover,
WTA reports.

Rybakina put the match back
on her serve, breaking

Sabalenka for the second time
all match to trail 3-2. The world
No. 5 then levelled the decider
at 3-all. Despite facing a break
point in her ensuing service
game, she saved it and won the
game as Sabalenka's return
sailed long.

The 2025 WTA Finals Riyadh
champion then notched her
third break of the match as
Sabalenka's forehand went into
the net. With a hold of serve to
secure a 5-3 advantage and one
game away from her second
Grand Slam title and her first
Australian Open, won the point
with an ace to wrap up the win.

Last season, Rybakina failed
to progress beyond the fourth
round of any Slam and did not
reach a final at WTA 1000 level.

Sabalenka has been in impe-
rious touch all fortnight at
Melbourne Park, charging into
the eighth final from her past 12
Slams courtesy of a 6-2 6-3
semifinal trouncing of 12th-
seeded Ukrainian Elina
Svitolina. The world No.1 joined
Evonne Goolagong Cawley and
Martina Hingis as the only
women to make four straight
AO finals.

Had she won the title on
Saturday, Sabalenka would
have drawn level with nine
other greats, including Maria
Sharapova and Hingis - with five
majors.

JINDAL BEDLA BEAT
THUNDERBOLT TO REACH
KOGNIVERA CUP SF
JAIPUR : Jindal Bedla maintained their
strong streak this season, delivering a com-
manding performance to advance to the
semi-finals of the KogniVera Cup 2026 (8-
goal), now taking place in Jaipur. They first
defeated Thunderbolt convincingly with an
11-2.5 score, then remained composed to
beat Jaipur in a penalty shootout, securing
their spot in the final four. 

Although Thunderbolt began the contest
with a 1.5-goal lead under the handicap rule,
Jindal Bedla took control early on. Siddhant
Sharma starred with an impressive eight
goals, supported by Simran Shergill's two
goals and Venkatesh Jindal's single, showcas-
ing a strong team effort.

Jindal Bedla made their intentions clear
early on, as Siddhant Sharma struck twice in
the first chukker, with Simran Shergill also
finding the target to put his side firmly in
command. In the second chukker, Siddhant
elevated his game further, netting five goals
to stretch Jindal Bedla's lead to 8-1.5.

The momentum continued into the third
chukker, with Venkatesh Jindal and Simran
Shergill each scoring a goal, taking the score-
line to 10-1.5 heading into the final period.
Thunderbolt's Lt Col Vishal Singh Chauhan
pulled one back in the fourth chukker, but
Siddhant Sharma had the final say, adding
another goal to cap a commanding 11-2.5
victory for Jindal Bedla.

Later, Jindal Bedla showcased their com-
posure under pressure, overcoming Jaipur in
a penalty shootout to secure their place in
the semi-final, scheduled for Saturday.

The team's strong showing follows their
recent triumph at the Rajmata Gayatri Devi
Memorial Cup, where Jindal Bedla were
crowned champions, remaining unbeaten
throughout the tournament. Riding high on
confidence and form, the side now has its
sights firmly set on the iconic seven-foot
KogniVera Cup trophy - the world's tallest
polo trophy - as they continue their quest for
another historic title.

GREATER NOIDA : England delivered a
spirited all-around effort to beat India by
15 runs in the second T20I of the Mixed
Disability Series 2026 at Shahid Vijay
Singh Pathik Stadium in Greater Noida,
on Saturday, leveling the series at 1-1. 

England, after India chose to field,
scored an impressive 206 for 3 in their
20 overs, propelled by a remarkable
unbeaten century from Angus Garant
Brown.

After losing early wickets temporarily
slowed England, Brown took control,
scoring an impressive 100 from only 43
balls, including seven fours and eight
sixes. He was well-supported by Lian
O'Brien, who stayed not out at 51 from
30 balls, together forming a crucial part-
nership that helped England surpass 200
runs.

India's bowlers struggled to contain
the flow of runs, with Bhat Rizwan being
the most effective, taking two wickets for
19 runs. However, England's aggressive
batting in the middle and death overs
shifted the momentum significantly, as
they scored 206/3 in 20 overs.

India started strongly chasing a tar-
get of 207, with Akash Singh scoring a
smooth 48 off 22 balls. Captain Ravindra
Sante also boosted the innings with a
swift 32 from 17 balls. Jithendra V N
helped maintain the pressure with a
rapid 28, ensuring India remained com-
petitive late into the innings.

Despite a steady stream of runs, time-

ly wickets at important moments inter-
rupted India's pursuit. England's
bowlers maintained composure in the
final overs, with James Dixon and Henry
John taking crucial wickets to limit the
runs. India finished with 191 for 8, miss-
ing the target by 16 runs.

Angus Garant Brown was awarded

Player of the Match for his match-win-
ning century. With the series tied at 1-1,
both teams aim to build on their momen-
tum for the third T20I.

India began the series with a seven-
wicket victory on Thursday to take a 1-0
lead before England levelled the series
on Saturday.

MUMBAI : The uncertainty over
Pakistan's participation in the
upcoming ICC Men's T20 World
Cup  increased as the country's
cricket board on Saturday can-
celled the unveiling of team's kit for
the mega event, a news report has
claimed. 

The kit was to be unveiled
before the second T20I against
Australia in Lahore on Saturday
but the Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) has now cancelled the event
with no clarity over when it will be
done, Telecom Asia Sport said in a
report.

"Pakistan team's kit for the
upcoming T20 World Cup was due
to be unveiled after the toss of the
second Twenty20 international
against Australia at the Gaddafi
Stadium but it has been cancelled
due to unavoidable circumstances,"
sources told www.telecomasia.net.

This further enhanced the
doubts over team's participation in
the T20 World Cup to be jointly
hosted by India and Sri Lanka as a
protest over Bangladesh's expul-
sion from the event.

"Pakistan team is also due to fly

to Colombo early Monday in the
same Air Lanka Flight as Australia
but that too is not conformed," the
report said quoting sources.

Pakistan will face huge financial
losses in case they pull out of the
event as they are already playing
on the neutral venues of Sri Lanka
which meant they do not have any
security concerns. Many current
and former players have the board
against pulling out of the World Cup
but PCB Chairman Mohsin Naqvi is
unrelenting in his plans. He has
recently met and sought advice of
the country's Prime Minister and
President on this issue.

"The final decision on Pakistan's
participation will be taken by the
government through the foreign
office, likely on Monday," sources
told www.telecomasia.net.

Last week, Naqvi met Pakistan
prime minister Shahbaz Sharif to
take his advice on team's participa-
tion. After the meeting he tweeted a
final decision will be taken either
on Friday or Monday.

The stand-off came after the
International Cricket Council (ICC)
rejected Bangladesh's demands of

relocating their matches from India
to Sri Lanka over security fears.
The ICC conducted an independent
review of security in India and told
the Bangladesh Cricket Board

(BCB)that it's doubts were
unfounded. The BCB failed to con-
firm the team's participation within
the deadline set by ICC and was
subsequently replaced by Scotland.

MELBOURNE : Japanese prodigy
Tokito Oda made history by winning
the Australian Open 2026 men's
wheelchair title against Martin De la
Puente, 3-6, 6-2, 6-2. This victory
made him the youngest man to simul-
taneously hold all four Grand Slam
titles across any professional tennis
format.

At only 19 years old, Oda's victory
over the third seed at Melbourne Park
makes him the second man ever to
win four consecutive men's wheel-
chair singles majors, joining Japanese
legend Shingo Kunieda, who astonish-
ingly won 12 in a row starting from
2007.

Oda's victory marks his second AO
crown and his eighth major title over-
all, bringing him within two titles of
Britain's Alfie Hewett. Now firmly
established as the world No.1, Oda is
on track to approach Kunieda's
record of 28 men's wheelchair singles
Grand Slam titles.

"First, I gotta say, I was missing
you, baby. I want to appreciate
Martin. You are my best friend on
tour. We always hang out every time,
and you speak Japanese, so some-

times it's so funny with you. It's the
first time we shared a final at a Grand
Slam. I was very happy to play with
Martin. Big congrats to your team,"

Oda jokingly mentioned his first tro-
phy won in 2024 before shifting focus
to De la Puente.

Oda also secured the doubles title,

teaming up with Argentinian Gustavo
Fernandez for his second Grand Slam
doubles victory.

"Thank you all, I really appreciate
all of your love … I hope you guys keep
supporting wheelchair tennis. Thank
you so much," he said.

The championship match started
with De la Puente taking a 3-1 lead in
the first set, just before the day's first
rain delay. 

Although Oda managed to briefly
catch up, the Spaniard responded
strongly, causing Oda to lose his first
set of the tournament.

Oda raised his game significantly
in the second set, moving quickly to
reach balls and returning them deep
into the corners, applying heavy spin
to force De la Puente out of position.

After a long rain delay, Oda
regained control under the Margaret
Court Arena roof, securing the title
with 52 winners to De la Puente's 31.
He also won 74 per cent of his first-
serve points, significantly surpassing
his opponent's 51per cent.

It was the 18th time these two had
met, their sixth encounter at a Grand
Slam, and their first final matchup.

De la Puente was aiming to be the
13th player to win a men's wheelchair
singles Grand Slam title, after previ-
ously losing to Hewett in the
Wimbledon final in 2024. Although he
was disappointed, the Spaniard
accepted the result graciously, smiling
through the moment.

"Congrats, Tokito, we've known
since you were almost a kid, you
already destroyed everyone's chair on
tour … you are a great champion.
Thanks to my team. They've been
pushing me a lot, and I was struggling
a lot at Christmas. It was a tough time
for me, and they were pushing me -
my team, my family, my girl - they
were all pushing me. Hopefully, we're
gonna have another battle next year,"
De la Puente said after the loss.

Besides Oda's win at Melbourne
Park in 2024, he was also runner-up
to Hewett in 2023 and 2025. He has
now secured 41 singles titles before
turning 20.

As the Australian Open marks 50
years of wheelchair tennis, Oda's rise
serves as a strong symbol of the
sport's development and promising
future.

RANJI TROPHY:
SAURASHTRA SECURE
HUGE WIN OVER
CHANDIGARH, BENGAL
BEAT HARYANA
CHANDIGARH : Saurashtra defeated
Chandigarh by an innings and 56 runs in
their Ranji Trophy Elite Group B league
match at the Cricket Stadium, Sector 16, on
Saturday. With this win, Saurashtra pocket-
ed seven points and strengthened their posi-
tion in the group standings.

Resuming their second innings at the
overnight score of 31 for no loss on day
three, Chandigarh were bowled out for 261
in 64 overs. Pace-bowling all-rounder
Rajangad Bawa top-scored with 55, while
Shivam Bhambri (48) and Vaibhav Narang
(47) chipped in with useful contributions.

For Saurashtra, Chirag Jani was the
most successful bowler, returning figures of
4-78 in 13 overs. Dharmendrasinh Jadeja
also picked four wickets while conceding 53
runs in 12 overs. Jaydev Unadkat and
Chetan Sakariya chipped in with a wicket
apiece.

Earlier, Saurashtra had taken a com-
manding lead in the first innings, which
proved to be decisive. Wicketkeeper-batter
Harvik Desai, who played a crucial role in
the team's dominance by hitting a dominat-
ing double century, was adjudged Player of
the Match.

The victory has lifted Saurashtra to the
top of Group B temporarily with 7 points,
though they may slip to second once the
Maharashtra-Madhya Pradesh game con-
cludes in Indore. Karnataka, meanwhile,
still have a chance to overtake them if they
secure an outright win against Punjab,
though fog interruption in Mohali has com-
plicated the matter.

In a Group C fixture at the Chaudhary
Bansi Lal Stadium in Lahli, Bengal regis-
tered a comprehensive 188-run win over
Haryana to qualify for the quarterfinals as
an unbeaten side and table toppers.

Left-arm spin bowling all-rounder
Shahbaz Ahmed starred with match figures
of 11 wickets (5-42 and 6-38). He played a
crucial role in Bengal bundling out Haryana
for 105 while defending 294 and took the
Player of the Match award.

The defeat also marked Haryana's third
straight home loss, leaving them vulnerable
in second place. Uttarakhand, currently at
third spot, are in command against Assam
at the Abhimanyu Cricket Academy in
Dehradun and could displace Haryana
depending on the final result.

England beat India to level
mixed disability series 1-1

Aus Open: Japan's Tokito Oda becomes youngest
man to hold all four Major titles simultaneously

PCB cancels T20 World Cup kit unveiling,
keeps alive suspense over team's participation


